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South Beach brings
its own White Party

to the Houston scene.
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I Ad Gold attributes success to
, telling his own story

By JOEY GUERRA

Don't hate Ari Gold becaue he's beautiful. Hate
him because he's talented, thoughtful and beautiful.

We're only kidding. In fact, those same attributes
are what make it pretty impossible to dislike the
Bronx-born performer - even a little.

"Mymusic is sexy,"Goldsays, on the phone from "~

Please see ARI GOLD on Page 16.....-...
Ari-Gold was discovered at five years old,
singing at his brother's bar mitzvah.



'Citizen Provocateur' Ray Hill is often the first person GLBT men and women call when faced with arrest or discrimination. (Photo by Nancy Ford)

Foul cried in park arrests
police has some Houston activists
wondering if the sting was simply
veiled homophobia.

Severalmen arrested insist the public
restroomswere locked,both the front and
back doors.But when they decidedto go
into the bushes to relieve themselves,an
officerof the HPDarrested them.

Localcivilrights activistRayHill said
he knows a maintenance man at
MemorialPark and questionedhim as to
whythey were lockingrestroom doors.

"He told me, 'We're not locking them.
The cops are bringing the locks, locking'
the doors and carrying the locks away

Memorial sting leads
to 30 arrests for'
lewd, illicit conduct

when they get through," Hill said.
Alvin Wright, spokesman for HPD,

said that the sting was ajoint effort of
the Vice, Special Operations & Major
Offenders divisions.

"The sting lasted a couple of days
around the end of April and was a
result of numerous complaints of lewd
activity within the park," Wright said.

In total, 30 arrests were made: 15
vice arrests for public lewdness and
15 tactical arrests which, Wright
explained, could be anything from

BY SHANA NICHOLSON

The Houston Police Department
conducted a two-day sting operation
in late April in Memorial Park around
Picnic Lane resulting in the arrest of
30men. The methodology used by the Please see ARRESTS on Page 3
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Don't hate Ari Gold becaue he's beautiful. Hate
him because he's talented, thoughtful and beautiful.

We're only kidding. In fact, those same attributes
are what make it pretty impossible to dislike the
Bronx-born performer - even a little.

"Mymusic is sexy,"Goldsays, on the phone from

Please see ARI GOLD on Page 16

Ari·GoId was discovered at five years old,
singing at his brother's bar mitzvah.

Senate'sapproval to
restructure Ryan White
CARE Act receives scrutiny.
Page 4

I Photographer/professor earns I Mayor Bill White tapped
I· highest achievement award I to receive 2006 Black Tie
I from San Jacinto College. I Dinner Hollyfield award.
I Local Life, Page 8 . I News, Page 4
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Memorial "Park is site of HPO sting operation
ARRESTS, continued from Page 1

,
made are of men and the dozens of published differentiate between cases, activists say, lie parks are married to women and have
new stories across Texas.concerning stings and that is among the issues of contention families, multiplying the states.
in parks and other public areas where only raised by the Memorial Park arrests. Even an openly gay man may have
men are swept up back that claim. "The amazing thing to me is that the qualms about waging such a potentially

Public sex laws The Lambda Legal Defense & Education prosecutors in this case know the officers humiliating battle in court, activists say.
. .? ' Fund, a GLBT civil rights organization, are lying because they tell the same lie in Most choose not to fight the charges.

apphed unfairly. sued the Los Angeles police department in every case using the exact same words," "The problem with that is," Hill
Gay watchdog groups insist they aren't 2000 seeking records of public lewdness Hill said. "Human behavior is not so well- explained, "because of the Draconian sex

condoning illegal public sex, but the issue arrests for the prior three years. After spot- patterned that everybody does the exact registration laws in Texas, if you plead
to them is whether police are applying the lighting the imbalance of male public same thing in the same way. guilty, then you have to register as a sex
law equally to public sex involving hetero- lewdness charges, arrests suddenly "I'm going to have to wait until these offender for the rest of your life."
sexuals and that involving only men. To dropped. And in Detroit, the Triangle cases get tried," Hill continued, "but I intend Hill received a call from the wife of one of
them, the question becomes: Are two men Foundation with the help of their local to go down and assert to the police chief that the men arrested in Memorial Park in April.
found having sex in a park arrested, when American Civil Liberties Union obtained certainly his staff seems to be acting out "She wanted. to know if I had any
a heterosexual couple having sex a hun- roughly 300 arrest records. The results in some prejudice-motivated law enforcment." advice," he said: "She said he was going to
dred feet away just told to move along? .both investigations were compelling. The success of organizations in fighting go in there and plead guilty and pay what-

. The answer is that records of public lewd- Each foUnd that arrestees were over- lopsided justice hasn't succeeded in shut- everjt.~Q§ts to get out of it because he's so

narcotics to other illicit activity.
When asked if the Parks Department

had a policy on restroom closures, Estella
Espinosa, communications manager with
the Houston Parks & Recreation
Department, said that the restrooms are
locked between 8 p.m. and 5 a.m. every day.

Accordingto Wright, Captain SteveJett of
the Vice Division reported the arrests
occurred between 10a.m. and 4 p.m., hours
when the doors should have been unlocked
and the restrooms accessible. Wright said
whenhe toldJett that someof the men claimed
there were lockson the doorsof the bathroom,
Jett laughed, saying, "That is not true at all."
Wright continued, "If that's what they're say-
ing, they don't have a leg to stand on."

In cOJ!li it will be the word of officers
against the word of the men charged. But
even :iLthe restroom doors were padlocked,
Texas law would not guarantee the charges
against the.men men would be dropped due
to illegal entrapment. Simply providing an
opportunity to commit a crime does not
constitute entrapment. And with officers
claiming that it was the men who attempted
to engage the plain-clothes officers in illicit>
activity, the men charged may have no case.

However, in other parts of the country,
organizations have challenged law enforce-
ment procedure in court and won.

Both the front and back gates to the restroom facilities off Picnic Lane in Memorial Park were unlocked and accessible on May 19, when this photograph was taken.
But activists say that wasn't the case when 30 men were arrested in late April. (Photo by Nancy Ford)
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whenhe toldJett that someof the men claimed
there were lockson the doorsof the bathroom,
Jett laughed, saying, "That is not true at all."
Wright continued, "If that's what they're say-
ing, they don't have a leg to stand on."

In cOj!rt it will be the word of officers
against the word of the men charged. But
even if. the' restroom doors were padlocked,
Texas law would not guarantee the charges
against the men men would be dropped due
to illegal entrapment. Simply providing an
opportunity to commit a crime does not
constitute entrapment. And with officers
claiming that it was the men who attempted
to engage the plain-clothes officers in illicit:
activity, the men charged may have no case.

However, in other parts of the country,
organizations have challenged law enforce-
ment procedure in court and won.

Public sex laws
applied unfairly?

Gay watchdog groups insist they aren't
condoning illegal public sex, but the issue
to them is whether police are applying the
law equally to public sex involving hetero-
sexuals and that involving only men. To
them, the question becomes: Are two men
found having sex in a park arrested, when
a heterosexual couple having sex a hun-
dred feet away just told to move along?

The answer is that records of public lewd-
ness and the context in which the arrests
were made are nearly impossible to quantify.
However,the concern remains that gay men
are specifically being targeted. Historically,
the vast majority of public lewdness arrests
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lie parks are married to women and have
families, multiplying the states.

Even an openly gay man may have
qualms about waging such a potentially
humiliating battle in court, activists say.
Most choose not to fight the charges.

"The problem with that is," Hill
explained, "because of the Draconian sex
registration laws in Texas, if you plead
guilty, then you have to register as a sex
offender for the rest of your life."

Hill received a call from the wife of one of
the men arrested in Memorial Park in April.

"She wanted. to know if I had any
advice," he said: "She said he was going to
go in there and plead guilty and pay what-
ever it costs to get out of it because he's so
embarrassed." -

That is precisely what HPD is banking
on, according to Hill. "They prey on vul-
nerable people and their only objective is
to get the conviction."

Both the front and back gates to the restroom facilities off Picnic Lane in Memorial Park were unlocked and accessible on May 19,when this photograph was taken.
But activists say that wasn't the case when 30 men were arrested in late April. (Photo by Nancy Ford)

made are of men and the dozens of published
new stories across Texas.concerning stings
in parks and other public areas where only
men are swept up back that claim.

The Lambda Legal Defense & Education
Fund, a GLBT civil rights organization,
sued the Los Angeles police department in
2000 seeking records of public lewdness
arrests for the prior three years. After spot-
lighting the imbalance of male public
lewdness charges, arrests suddenly
dropped. And in Detroit, the Triangle
Foundation with the help of their local
American Civil Liberties Union obtained
roughly 300 arrest records. The results in
.both investigations were compelling.

Each found that arrestees were over-
whelmingly male and officers were using
the same language to describe the conduct
in arrest reports.

The use of boilerplate language in
arrest reports implies that police did not
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differentiate between cases, activists say,
and that is among the issues of contention
raised by the Memorial Park arrests.

"The amazing thing to me is that the
prosecutors in this case know the officers
are lying because they tell the same lie in
every case using the exact same words,"
Hill said. "Human behavior is not so well-
patterned that everybody does the exact
same thing in the same way.

"I'm going to have to wait until these
cases get tried," Hill continued, "but I intend
to go down and assert to the police chief that
certainly his staff seems to be acting out
some prejudice-motivated law enforcment."

The success of organizations in fighting
lopsided justice hasn't succeeded in shut-
ting down such sting operations, in Texas
or elsewhere. Too often, activists say, the
men arrested simply want the matter to go
away and will not agree to a legal chal-
lenge. In many cases, men who cruise pub-
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Houston Mayor Bill White, who has been chosen to
receive Houston's Black Tie Dinner's 2006 J Hollyfield
Political Service Award, walks in Houston's 2005
GLBTPride Paradewith his wife, Andrea White,
(Photo by Dalton Dehart)

HATCH chooses 'Moulin
Rouge!' as 2006 prom theme

HATCH, Houston's group for gay les-
bian, bisexual, transgendered and ques-
tioning youth, has 'announced Moulin
Rouge! as the theme for its 2006 prom,

Scheduled Friday, June 9, at the
Historic Magnolia Ballroom at 715
Franklin St., beginning_a:t.:z..p_m~an
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Senate committee passes
CARE Act reaatherlzatlon
Local leaders fear decrease
in HIV treatment funding
By NANCY FORD

Last week, a US. Senate committee has
approved legislation to reauthorize the
Ryan White CARE Act until201L

The legislation amends the current
Ryan White CARE Act by increasing the
number of cities that receive CARE Act
emergency grants from 51 to 76, and cre-
ates a new three-tier structure for cities
that report high, medium, and low num-
bers of HIV and AIDS cases.

Houston and the surrounding counties
would continue to qualify as a Title I area
in the highest tier.

"Based on the preliminary ftmding projec-
tions from the Government Accountability
Office,Houston will see an increase in ftmding
under Title I," said Katy Caldwell" executive
director of Legacy Community Health Services.

But Caldwell said she is concerned that
there is a decrease in funding to the state
of Texas under Title II.

"This will affect the Texas HIV medica-
tion program as well as essential HIV and
AIDS care and support services in smaller
cities and rural areas of the state,"
Caldwell said.

Equality Texas decries vote Bipartisan or contentious?
on federal marriage amendment Lawmakers an~ their staffs h~ve to.uted

the fact that the bill was drafted ill a bipar-
On May 18, the Senate Judiciary tisan manner, but capitol insiders have indi-

Committee voted to send the Federal cated that there have been heated debate
Marriage Amendment to the full Senate and negotiations over several contentious
floor for consideration. The proposed issues, chief among them is how CARE Act
constitutional amendment restricts mar- resources are to be allocated across the
riage to a union between a man and a country With the high cost of HIV and
.lIILoman~an<LmaY"'ie_oDar:diz,e.civJLunion AIllS~dr.ill!s_...na...decline.Jn.naw..HLV.-infec,
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'Black Tie' gala announces 2006 beneficiaries and honorees
'I'he Houston Black Tie Dinner board of directors has announced the selection of

the recipients of awards as well as the beneficiaries of this year's dinner, to be held
at the Intercontinental Hotel on Saturday, November 4_

The 2006 beneficiaries include
Bayou City Performing Arts, Center
for AIDS, ' Houston GLl~T

. Community Center, Lazarus House ..
Legacy Community Health Services,
Lesbian Health Initiative,
PFLAG/HATCH Youth Scholarship
Foundation, People with AIDS and
Pride Houston.

"We are working hard to put
together an exciting event this year
that honors the individuals and
organizations that do so much for
our community," Scott Nettles, gala
co-chair, said. "We're proud to con-
tinue the tradition of celebrating
and supporting such a diverse group
of local organizations that began
some 13 years ago with the first
Houston Black Tie Dinner."

Dr. Gordon Crofoot, MD, has been
selected as this year's Humanitarian
Award recipient, which recognizes
local individuals for their contribu-
tions to the gay and lesbian commu-
nity. As a pioneer in the treatment
and research of HIV and AIDS, Dr,
Crofoot has been at the forefront of
finding advanced treatments for this
disease, as well as educating the public and community.

The dinner's J. Hollyfield Political Service Award recognizes an individual for
their work with political .equality in the GLBT community. Houston Mayor Bill
White has been selected as its 2006 recipient. Mayor White has strived to work
towards celebrating the diversity of the Houston and promoting tolerance for all
groups to promote growth and prosperity. ,

For more information, log on to www.houstonblacktiedinner.org_

Randall Ellis, director of government relations for
Legacy Community Health Services, worries that
changes to the Ryan White CAREAct will interfere
with services provided by smaller health care
organizations to clients with HIV.

funding cuts for Houston and Texas."
The bill, which passed by a: vote of 19-1,

was introduced by the chair and ranking
emocraLoLtJle..8enate..h"alih_com,mjtt.,">- _
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co-chair, said. "We're proud to con-
tinue the tradition of celebrating
and supporting such a diverse group
of local organizations that began
some 13 y.ears ago with the first
Houston Black Tie Dinner."

Dr. Gordon Crofoot, MD, has been
selected as this year's Humanitarian
Award recipient, which recognizes
local individuals for their contribu-
tions to the gay and lesbian commu-
nity. As a pioneer in the treatment
and research of HIV and AIDS, Dr.
Crofoot has been at the forefront of
finding advanced treatments for this
disease, as well as educating the public and community.

The dinner's J. Hollyfield Political Service Award recognizes an individual for
their work with political .equality in: the GLBT community. Houston Mayor Bill
White has been selected as its 2006 recipient. Mayor White has strived to work
towards celebrating the diversity of the Houston and promoting tolerance for all
groups to promote growth and prosperity. .

For more information, log on to www.houstonblacktiedinner.org.

Houston Mayor Bill White, who has been chosen to
receive Houston's Black Tie Dinner's 2006 J. Hollyfield
Political Service Award, walks in Houston's 2005
GLBT Pride Parade with his wife, Andrea White.
(Photo by Dalton Dehart)

HATCHchooses 'Moulin
Rouge!' as 2006 prom theme

HATCH, Houston's group for gay les-
bian; bisexual, transgendered and ques-
tioning youth, has 'announced Moulin
Rouge! as the theme for its 2006 prom.

Scheduled Friday, June 9, at the
Historic Magnolia Ballroom at 715
Franklin St., beginning at 7 p.m. and
running 'til midnight, the prom is free
for youth, ages 13-20.

HATCH organizers also encourage
adults to attend, especially because not
all GLBT adults were able to attend their
own proms dressed as they wished or
with the date they wished to bring. The
adults attending the prom become roll
models for the youth as well, organizers
observed. The prom costs $25-for' anyone
21 years old and older, with tickets avail-
able at the door only. /

HATCH aims for' its members to.
become positive contributors to society
by providing a safe social environment,
offering role models and peer support,
and sponsoring educational and commu-
nity outreach opportunities.
. Adults wishing to make a donation to

the prom, Whether in-cash or in-kind,
are asked to contact Bill Alexander,
HATCH youth services assistant, at 713-
529-3590.

Equality Texas decries vote
on federal marriage amendment

On May 18, the Senate Judiciary
Committee voted to send the Federal
Marriage Amendment to the full Senate
floor for consideration. The proposed
constitutional amendment restricts mar-
riage to a union between a man and a
woman, and may jeopardize- civil union
and domestic partnership benefits.

-"In a time when we face crushing
debt, war in Iraq, millions of uninsured
children, and other critical issues, the
Senate will attempt to write discrimina-
tion into the US. Constitution and try
their best to drive extremists to the polls
in November," said Paul E. Scott,
Equality Texas executive director.

Scott said 5,000 emails and faxes have
been sent to Texas senators in three days as
part of Equality Texas' advocacy campaign.

"We know that Senators Hutchison
and Cornyn will support the amend-
ment. But they need to know that they
have many constituents who do not sup-
port writing discrimination into the US.
Constitution," Scott said.

"We encourage all supporters of equal-
ity to log on to www.equalitytexas.org to
ask our senators to vote no on the Federal
Marriage Amendment."

From staff and wire reports

Ryan White CARE Act until 2011.
The legislation amends the current

Ryan White CARE Act by increasing the
number of cities that receive CARE Act
emergency grants from 51 to 76, and cre-
ates a new three-tier structure for cities
that report high, medium, and low num-
bers of HIV and AIDS cases.

Houston and the surrounding counties
would, continue to qualify as a Title I area
in the highest tier. . -

"Based on the preliminary funding projec-
tions from the Government Accountability
Office,Houston will see an increase in funding
under' Title L" said Katy Caldwell., executive
director of Legacy Community Health Services.

But Caldwell said she is concerned that
there is a decrease in funding to the state
of Texas under Title II.

"This will affect the Texas HIV medica-
tion program as well as essential HIV and
AIDS care and support services in smaller
cities and rural areas of the state,"
Caldwell said.

Bipartisan or contentious?
Lawmakers and their staffs have touted

the fact that the bill was drafted in a bipar-
tisan manner, but capitol insiders have indi-
cated that there have been heated debate
and negotiations over several contentious
issues, chief among them is how CARE Act
resources are to be allocated across the
country With the high cost of HIV and
AIDS drugs, no decline in new HIV infec-
'tions, and an estimated 1.1 million people
living with HIV and AIDS in the US. - an
all-time high -lawmakers struggled to bal-
ance several competing demands on an
increasingly small pot of funding.

"This bill has created new and compli-
cated distribution formulas, said Randall
Ellis, director of government relations for
Legacy .

,\'Wehave not seen an accurate or final
breakdown from the GAO of how the

. funds are distributed. However, this legis-
lation is clearly better than the version by
Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) that would
have likely resulted in significantly larger

oMOREINFO
legacy Community Health Services
215 Westheimer Rd.
Houston, Texas77006
713-830-3000
www.montroseclinic.org

RcindallEllis, director of government relations for
Legacy Community Health Services, worries that
changes to the Ryan White CAREAct will interfere
with services provided by smaller health care
organizations to clients with HIV.

funding cuts for Houston and Texas."
The bill, which passed by a vote of 19·1,

was introduced by the chair and ranking
Democrat of the Senate health committee,
Senators Michael Enzi (R-WY) and Edward
Kennedy (D·MA), working with their
House counterparts, Congressmen Joe
Barton (R-TX) and John Dingell (D-MI).

The application of this proxy will result
in massive funding shifts away from Texas
and other states which have for many years
borne the brunt of this epidemic, accord-
ing to Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY).

"Redistributing millions of dollars
from ... states where both city and local
governments have made significant con-
tributions to AIDS care and treatment will
only hurt people who are living with HI\:';
'and result in difficulty accessing care,"
Clinton said in a statement.

As of September 2005, 9,911 people diag-
nosed with AIDS lived in Houston and
Harris County, according to a Houston
Department of Health and Human
Services report dated January 2006.

It is estimated that one in 90 Houstonians
is HIV-positive, with one Houstonian being
infected with.Hlv every eight hours.
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Amendment fight gets contentious on Hill
Some predict changes
to wording to entice
moderates
By JOSHUA LYNSEN

missed, Smith Brown said, but cited "sources
on the Hill" for the possibility that dropping
the'second.sentence might be offeredup again
on the Senate floornext month.

Patrick Guerriero, president of the Log
Cabin Republicans, discounted the rewrite
as a last-ditch attempt to win votes.

"Basically it's a sign of desperation
because they're about to lose again," he said.
"That's the piece I think is pretty clear here."

ButChristopher Anders,legislativecounsel
for the American CivilLiberties Union office
in Washington, D:C.,said any abbreviation
might not be intended to draw new support.

"The motivation doesn't seem to be to
pick up votes," he said. "The motivation
seems to be there's an internal fight among
religious right groups on how much dam-
age they want to cause same-sex couples
and their children."

As the Senate vote nears, Anders said he
is skeptical that anyone would seek to
revise the proposed amendment. The con-
tentious Senate Judiciary Committee vote,
10-8, followed party lines.

"There might be one or two votes in the
Senate that are in play one way or the
other," he said. "But, literally, the civil
rights and religious coalitions have met
with almost all the Senate offices at this
point. The conclusion is the votes are basi-
cally where they were two years ago."

As a Senate vote nears on a federal consti-
tutional amendment to ban same-sex mar-
riage, some political observers are speculat-
ing that the wording of the amendment
might be shortened in a last-ditch effort to
draw support from moderate senators.

As approved May 18 by the U.S. Senate
Judiciary Committee, the proposed consti-
tutional amendment bans gay marriage
and any equivalent, which presumably
includes civil unions and perhaps some
domestic partnerships and other forms of
legal recognition for gay couples.

"Marriage in the United States shall
consist only of the union of a man and a
woman," the proposed amendment reads.
"Neither this Constitution, nor the const(
tution of any state or federal law, shall be
construed to require that marital status of
the legal incidents thereof be conferred
upon unmarried couples or groups."

But there's new talk on Capitol Hill of
removing the second sentence before sena-
tors vote on the amendment next month.

The rewrite, apparently sought by some Debate grows tense
conservatives, would have lasting and Although no senator has yet proposed
unpredictable repercussions because of its changing the wording, discussion of the
vague wording, gay rights activists said. amendment is becoming ever more tense.
The revision also is seen by some as an The Senate Judiciary CommitteevoteMay
effort to woo moderate senators. 18 was marked by a heated exchangebetween

Human Rights Campaign spokesperson Arlen Specter (R-Pa.)and Russ Feingold (D-
Jay Smith Brown said more senators Wis.),a presumed presidential candidate who
would likely support the revised, one-sen- recently announced his support forequalmar-
tence amendment. He noted, however, that riage rights for gay couples.
HRC remains "cautiously optimistic" the Specter and Feingold argued during the
Marriage Protection Amendment will fail committee meeting. Feingold eventually
regardless of the wording. .walked out, and Specter wished him "good

"I think a lot of senators will see riddance."
'- thro1J"'h~thJs~attemnt..:!_Bmith~B.r:o:w.n..said "Ldon'L11ee.~t,

Democratic Sen. Russ Feingold saysdebate over the
federal marriage amendment needsto be conducted
in a transparent way and in front of cameras.
(Photo by Mickey Welsh/AP)

"If you want to leave, good riddance,"
'Specter said.

"I've enjoyed your lecture, too, Mr.
Chairman. See ya,' Feingold responded
before leaving the meeting.

Feingold later issued a statement con-
demning Specter's decision to hold the
May 18 meeting in a small committee room
where public access is limited.

"[Sluch a measure should be considered
by the Judiciary Committee in the light of
day, open to the press and the public, with
cameras present so that the whole country
can see what is done," Feingold said. "I will
continue to fight this mean-spirited, divi-
sive, poorly drafted, and misguided amend-
ment when it comes to the Senate floor."

Broad 'implications
for our culture'

Experts and politicians agree that
attempts to rewrite or abbreviate the pro-
posed amendment would have little effect
on the vote.

Congressman Barney Frank (D-Mass.)
told.Jhe...voice_this~ek_thatxeducingJhe

ment to divert congressional attention' from
more serious issues, such as preparing for
the hurricane season that begins June I, or
addressing economic issues.

"We screwed up Katrina, wages aren't
going up, but how about those fags getting
married?" he said, "This isn't about mak-
ing public policy. They're trying to divert
attention by gay bashing."

The amendments' backers dispute that
charge, saying Senate Republicans are
responding to a constituency that helped
the party keep control of Congress and the
White House two years ago.

Barrett Duke, spokesperson for the
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission,
told the Baptist Press that gay marriage
must be stopped ..

"Wejust don't see anything in American
life at this point that has greater implica-
tions for our culture than the same-sex mar-
riage issue," he said.

"Just about every area of life will be
impacted if same-sexmarriage becomes the
law of the land."

Unintended consequences?
Previously called the Federal Marriage

Amendment, a Senate vote on the proposal
in 2004failed with 48voting in favor and 50
opposing.

Also at that time, the House voted 227-
186 in favor of the proposal. The measure
needed 29 more votes in the House and 19
more votes in the Senate to reach the two-
thirds majority required to pass a constitu-
tional amendment.

Political observers have forecasted this
year's Senate vote at 52-48in favor of the
measure, mostly due to Democratic seats
won by the GOP in the 2004election.

Such a vote still would fall 17 votes shy
of the necessary two-thirds majority.

Anders said most senators are steadfast
in their support or opposition, and rewrit-
ing the amendment would do little to
change any votes.

"The bottom line for most of the sena-



.drawsupport from moderate senators.
As approved May 18 by the U.S. Senate

Judiciary Committee, the proposed consti-
tutional amendment bans gay marriage
and any equivalent, which presumably
includes civil unions and perhaps some
domestic partnerships and other forms of
legal recognition for gay couples.

"Marriage in the United States shall
consist only of the' union of a man and a
woman," the proposed amendment reads.
"Neither this Constitution, nor the consti-
tution of any state or federal law, shall be
construed to require that marital status of
the legal incidents thereof be conferred
upon unmarried couples or groups."

But there's new talk on Capitol Hill of
removing the second sentence before sena-
tors vote on the amendment next month.

The rewrite, apparently sought by some
conservatives, would have lasting and
unpredictable repercussions because of its
vague wording, gay rights activists said.
The revision also is seen by some as an
effort to woo moderate senators.

Human Rights Campaign spokesperson
Jay Smith Brown said more senators
would likely support the revised, one-sen-
tence amendment. He noted, however, that
HRC remains "cautiously optimistic" the
Marriage Protection Amendment will fail
regardless of the wording.

"I think a lot of senators will see
through this attempt," Smith Brown said.
"It's still discrimination, and it's still put-
ting that stain on the Constitution."

Changes to the federal marriage amend-
ment were previously discussed and dis-
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"The motivation doesn't seem to be to
pick up votes," he said. "The motivation
seems to be there's an internal fight among
religious right groups on how much dam-
age they want to cause same-sex couples
and their children."

As the Senate vote nears, Anders said he
is skeptical that anyone would seek to
revise the proposed amendment. The con-
tentious Senate Judiciary Committee vote,
10-8,followed party lines.

"There might be one or two votes in the
Senate that are in play one way or the
other," he said. "But, literally, the civil
rights and religious coalitions have met
with almost all the Senate offices at this
point. The conclusion is the votes are basi-
cally where they were two years ago."

Debate grows tense
Although no senator has yet proposed

changing the wording, discussion of the
amendment is becoming ever more tense.

The Senate Judiciary CommitteevoteMay
18was marked by a heated exchangebetween
Arlen Specter (R-Pa.)and Russ Feingold (D-
Wis.),a presumed presidential candidate who
recentlyannounced his support forequalmar-
riage rights for gaycouples.

Specter and Feingold argued during the
committee meeting. Feingold eventually
walked out, and Specter wished him "good
riddance."

"I don't need to be lectured by you. You
are no more a protector of the Constitution
than am I," Specter shouted after Feingold
said he opposed the amendment and treas-
ured the Constitution.

Democratic Sen. Russ Feingold says debate over the
federal marriage amendment needs to be conducted
in a transparent way and in front of cameras.
(Photo by Mickey Welsh/AP)

"If you want to leave, good riddance,"
Specter said ..

"I've enjoyed your lecture, too, Mr.
Chairman. See ya," Feingold responded
before leaving the meeting.

Feingold later issued a statement con-
demning Specter's decision to hold the
May 18meeting in a small committee room
where public access is limited.

"[S]uch a measure should be considered
by the Judiciary Committee in the light of
day, open to the press and the public, with
cameras present so that the whole country
can see what is done," Feingold said. "I will
continue to fight this mean-spirited, divi-
sive, poorly drafted, and misguided amend-
ment when it comes to the Senate floor."

Broad 'implications
for our culture'

Experts and politicians agree that
attempts to rewrite or abbreviate the pro-
posed amendment would have little effect
on the vote.

Congressman Barney Frank (D-Mass.)
told the Voice this week that reducing the
amendment to one sentence would "change
no minds and very few votes."

Frank, who is gay, said President Bush
and other Republicans are using the amend-

Barrett Duke, spokesperson for the
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission,
told the Baptist Press that gay marriage
must be stopped.

"Wejust don't see anything in American
life at this point that has greater implica-
tions for our culture than the same-sexmar-
riage issue," he said.

"Just about every area of life will be
impacted if same-sex marriage becomes the
law of the land."

Unintended consequences?
Previously called the Federal Marriage

Amendment, a Senate vote on the proposal
in 2004failed with 48voting in favor and 50
opposing.

Also at that time, the House voted 227-
186in favor of the proposal. The measure
needed 29 more votes in the House and 19
more votes in the Senate to reach the two-
thirds majority required to pass a constitu-
tional amendment.

Political observers have forecasted this
year's Senate vote at 52-48in favor of the
measure, mostly due to Democratic seats
won by the GOP in the 2004election.

Such a vote still would fall 17 votes shy
of the necessary two-thirds majority.

Anders said most senators are steadfast
in their support or opposition, and rewrit-
ing the amendment would do little to
change any votes.

"The bottom line for most of the sena-
tors and most of the people who have
looked at the amendment," he said, "is that
whichever version comes to the floor, the
problems are the same."

bu iIdyourbusiness

CONTACT

ED
ALVAREZ
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

7135298490 or ealvarez@houstonvoice.com

IIItl11"'1{tillvOice



6 MAY26, 2006

Gene ShaUl of THE TODAY SHOW

A Springtime Surprise!
It'sthe 'Movie Delight of theWeek':'

"****.Irresistibly
Entertainin !"

~~;h••,•." Lh"m~x, fOX g

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEl\'lENT ,RIVEifoAKS
ST.AR.~ FRID~. 2G09W,Gr~ySt.{iH)866·388J

Rob Schmerler Insurance AlenCy
Your 3aents••.youradvoC3Ies. Auto mOilJ@ Renters life Health Business And much more!
6575 W loop S, Suite 185 : Bellaire, TX77401 : www.Schmerlo.Agency.com : 713.661.7100

Mt
Ii
1'£

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTONVOICE

Pope warns Spain not to confuse marriage
VATICANCITY (AP) - Pope Benedict XVI told the new Spanish ambassador to the _
Vatican May 20 that family based on marriage should not be "replaced or confused"
by other institutions - an allusion to Spain's decision to marry same-sex couples.
Benedict said he hoped his planned visit to
Valencia, Spain, in July to attend a church gath-
ering dedicated to families would give him "an
opportunity to celebrate the beauty and fecundity
of the family based on marriage, its very high
calling and its essential social value." The pope
has been leading a church campaign in defense of
traditional families. He also reiterated church
opposition to abortion and euthanasia.
Ambassador Francisco Vazquez described the
meeting as "cordial and affectionate." Ties
between the Vatican and Spain have been strained
since Spain's Socialists took office in 2004with an
agenda that included legalizing gay marriage and
making it easier for Spaniards to obtain divorce
in the traditionally Roman Catholic country. In
April, a senior Vatican official, Cardinal Alfonso
Lopez Trujillo, condemned a Spanish bill author-
izing gay adoptions.

Pope Benedict XVI may be visiting
Spain in July, despite his opposition to
gay marriage in that country.

Harlem gay group protests
sex party banning condom use
NEW YORK (AP) - The invitation
arrived in Tokes Osubu's e-mail inbox
on May 15, and the contents astounded
him: Black and Latino men were being
invited to attend a gaysex party the fol-
lowing weekend where condoms would,
be banned. Show up with a condom, the
invitation said, and you'll be asked to
leave. "I was shocked and disgusted,"
said Osubu, executive director of Gay
Men of African Descent, a Harlem-
based nonprofit group battling the
HIVIAIDS epidemic among black gay
men. Osubu sent the party's promoter a
letter urging him to reconsider the poli-
cy, and the group planned to protest out-
side the East Harlem building where the
party was scheduled to be held. The
party comes just weeks before the 25th
anniversary of the AIDS epidemic and
at a time when black men are facing
startlingly high HIV infection rates.

Federal judge strikes down
Okla. gay adoption law
OKLAHOMACITY(AP)- Afederaljudge
May 19struck down a two-year-oldstate law
that prohibited state officials from recog-
nizing same sex adoptions from other states
or countries. In a 31-page decision, U.S.
District Judge Robin Cauthron ruled that
the measure violated the U.S.Constitution's
due process requirements because it
attempted to break up families without con-
sidering the fitness of the parents or the
best interests of the children. Instead,
Cauthron wrote, the state.statute "attempts
that break up only because the ... adults are
of the same sex. Such an act cannot sur-
vive." The decision was attacked by sup-
porters of the law,which was passed by the
Legislature with bipartisan support in 2004.
"It's another case of an activist court trying
to legislate from the bench," said state Rep.
Thad Balkman (R-Norman).

Gay activist's killer gets
. - -
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maKing it easier for Spaniards to obtain divorce
in the traditionally Roman Catholic country. In
April, a senior Vatican official, Cardinal Alfonso
Lopez Trujillo, condemned a Spanish bill author-
izing gay adoptions.

Pope Benedict XVI may be visiting
Spain in July, despite his opposition to
gay marriage in that country.

Harlem gay group protests
sex party banning condom use
NEW YORK (AP) - The invitation
arrived in Tokes Osubu's e-mail inbox
on May 15, and the contents astounded
him: Black and Latino men were being
invited to attend a gay sex party the fol-
lowing weekend where condoms would,
be banned. Show up with a condom, the
invitation said, and you'll be asked to
leave, "I was shocked and disgusted,"
said Osubu, executive director of Gay
Men of African Descent, a Harlem-
based nonprofit group battling the
HIV/ AIDS epidemic among black gay
men. Osubu sent the party's promoter a
letter urging him to reconsider the poli-
cy, and the group planned to protest out-
side the East Harlem building where the
party was scheduled to be held. The
party comes just weeks before the 25th
anniversary of the AIDS epidemic and
at a time when black men are facing
startlingly high HIV infection rates.

Another N.C.soldier pleads guilty
for role on gay porn site
FORT BRAGG, N.C. (AP) - A soldier
pleaded guilty May 16 to having sex on a
military-themed website for money and
was sentenced to three months in prison.
A number of Army soldiers from Fort
Bragg, N.C., have been charged for
appearing on ActiveDuty.com, an adult-
oriented gay website with amateur mili-
tary-themed performances. Pfc. Wesley
K. Mitten, 21, pleaded guilty to sodomy,
conduct detrimental to the Army and
cocaine use. He will be discharged from
the service. "I am sorry for disgracing
my family name and my unit," he said,
according to the Fayetteville Observer.
Mitten is one of seven soldiers from the
82nd Airborne Division accused of
appearing on the site. Two others, Pvt.
Kagen B. Mullen and Pfc. Richard
Ashley, have also pleaded guilty and were
sentenced to prison.

Federal judge strikes down
Okla. gay adoption law
OKLAHOMACITY(AP)- Afederaljudge
May 19struck down a two-year-oldstate law
that prohibited state officials from recog-
nizing same sex adoptions from other states
or countries. In a 31-page decision, U.S.
District Judge Robin Cauthron ruled that
the measure violated the U.S.Constitution's
due process requirements because it
attempted to break up families without con-
sidering the fitness of the parents or the
best interests of the children. Instead,
Cauthron wrote, the state.statute "attempts
that break up only because the ... adults are
of the same sex. Such an act cannot sur-
vive." The decision was attacked by sup-
porters of the law,which was passed by the
Legislature with bipartisan support in 2004.
"It's another case of an activist court trying
to legislate from the bench," said state Rep.
Thad Balkman (R'Norman).

Gay activist's killer gets
life in Jamaican prison
KINGSTON,Jamaica - Twenty-five year
old Dwight Hayden, who confessed to
killing gay rights activist Brian
Williamson, has been sentenced to life in
prison, Radio Jamaica reported May 19.
The newspaper vendor, who pleaded guilty
to the crime two weeks ago, will serve 15
years behind bars before becoming eligi-
ble for parole, the radio station reported.

. The sentence was handed down May 19in
the Home Circuit Court by Justice Basil
Reid. Williamson, the founding member of
the gay rights group Jamaica Forum for
Lesbians, All-Sexuals & Gays, was found
dead in his New Kingston apartment on
June 7, 2004.The medical report said he
was stabbed over 70 times. Human rights
groups said that gay people are frequent
targets of attacks and harassment in
Jamaica, and that Williamson may have
been the victim of a hate crime.

From staff and wire reports
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out in houston
1. Sing out
Ricky Comeaux, Tianna Hall and Jerry Atwood
belt out another song at Ovations nightclub.

2. Goodfriends, good cause
Ned Denny, Sylvia Garcia. Leonard Uoyd and Toni
Schneider Walsh at EJ's,helping raise funds for MS.

3. It's gone
Walter Domingo hits a home run for the Montrose
Softball League's Legal Eagles.

4. Fine art
Wade Wilson, Troy Broussard, Caroline Tyson and
John Ray participate in the recent art showing at
4411 Montrose.

, 5. Mo art
David Oster, Terry Leavitt~vez, Burton Bagby and
Sally Babbitt enjoy each other's company at a recent
art opening at Mo Mong.

6. Super heroes
and heroines
Deborah Bell. Cinnamon,Greg Griffin, Jerry
Simoneaux.Christopher Bown and Deb ChwaIek band
together to fight the forces of evil at Queer Bingo,
benefrting the Houston GLBTCommunity Center.

7.Jungle love
Bayou City Boys Club award the proceeds from
Jungle 14 to representatives from Bering Omega.
Community Services, People with AIDS Coalition
Houston, AIDS Foundation Houston, Brentwood
Community Health Services, Legacy Community
Health Services and Montrose Counseling Center.
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Davidostei"~enYl ..eavitt-Cha\iez,BtJi'IiiifBagti'ana
Sally Babbitt enjoy each other's company at a recent
art opening at Mo Mong.

6. Super heroes
and heroines
Deborah Bell, Cinnamon, Greg Griffin, Jetty
Simoneaux, Christopher BoWn and Deb ChwaIek band
together to fight the forces of evil at Queer Bingo,
benefiting the Houston GLBTCommunity Center.

7. Jungle love
Bayou City Boys Club award the proceeds from
Jungle 14 to representatives from Bering Omega .
Community Services, People with AIDS Coalition
Houston, AIDS Foundation Houston, Brentwood
Community Health Services, Legacy Community
Health Services and Montrose Counseling Center.
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Picture of success
Dr. Dalton DeHart
honored with Minnie
Stevens Piper
education award
By NANCY FORD

SAY YOU'RE OUT SOME SATURDAY
night at one of the myriad social func-
tions offered to Houston's gay communi-
ty. Or perhaps you're attending a
Wednesday afternoon political luncheon.
Or a Thursday happy hour birthday cele-
bration. Or a wee-hours-of-Sunday-morn-
ing after-hours bash.

Chances are better than good that you'll
spot the familiar faceof DaltonDeHart.He's
highly recognizable,a tall, lanky blonde,gen-
tleman'who works the room gracefully and
easily. He knows everyone and everyone
knows him, it appears, from the smiles and
hugs he elicits from the crowd.

Another easy way to recognize DeHart
is by his equipment. He's the man with at
least one professional-grade camera
slung around his neck, which he aims
and shoots with effortless accuracy.

If ever there were a chronicler of
Houston'sgayhistory,it is DeHart.His work
has been in the HoustonVoiceand other gay
publicationssincehe began snapping images
more than 20years ago,making him an irre-
placeablepart of Houston'sgaycommunity.

"Very seldom a week passes that I don't
do eight or 10events, generally," he says.

his teaching career.
In the fall of 1983,DeHart began teaching

at San Jacinto College's central campus in
Pasadena, Texas. In 1986,he became a per:
manent professor of English at San Jacinto
College,and in 1989he became chairman of
the Language Skills Department.

"The teaching and the photography go
so well together," Dehart says. "They
compliment each other."

Later this Summer DeHart says he will
retire from teaching. But as a perfect
example of "going out with a bang,"
DeHart was recently chosen to receive
the highest honor Texas' educational sys-
tem has to bestow on one of its own, the
Minnie Stevens Piper Award.

The award represents "sort of the zenith
of all of the educational endeavors that we
undertake," DeHart says. "It represents the
highest honor that a person in a collegeor a
university can achieve. It's kind of the
Oscar of the education business."

Each year, San Jacinto College Central
and other Texas college faculty nominate
a faculty member as the outstanding edu-
cator on that campus, voted on by faculty
itself. The winner of that honor is then
eligible to be one of 15 statewide recipi-
ents of the Minnie Stevens Piper profes-
sorship, DeHart explains.

"We always think that we try to do the
very best job that we can, but it's wonder-
ful to be validated," DeHart says.

"I believe that the teachers in the
Language Skills Department have con-
tributed much to my success," DeHart
continues. "In addition, my close friends
in the English Department with whom I -e

have taught for so many years are certain-
Dalton DeHart, longtime Houston Voice photographer and San Jacinto College Central's 2006 Teacher of
the Year and recipient of the Minnie Stevens Piper Professorship award. (Photo by Alfred Padron)
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education award
By NANCY FORD

SAY YOU'RE OUT SOME SATURDAY
night at one of the myriad social func-
tions offered to Houston's gay communi-
ty. Or perhaps you're attending a.,
Wednesday afternoon political luncheon.
Or a Thursday happy hour birthday cele-
bration. Or a wee-hours-of-Sunday-morn-
ing after-hours bash.

Chances are better than goodthat you'll
spot the familiar faceof DaltonDeHart.He's
highly recognizable,a tall, lanky blonde,gen-
tlemari'who works the room gracefully and
easily. He knows everyone and everyone
knows him, it appears, from the smiles and
hugs he elicits from the crowd.

Another easy way to recognize DeHart
is by his equipment. He's the man with at
least one professional-grade camera
slung around his neck, which he aims
and shoots with effortless accuracy.

If ever there were a chronicler of
Houston'sgayhistory,it is DeHart.His work
has been in the HoustonVoiceand other gay
publicationssincehe began snapping images
more than 20years ago,making him an irre-
placeablepart of Houston'sgaycommunity.

."Very seldom a week passes that I don't
do eight or 10events, generally," he says.

"I tell people that I don't take pictures of
just certain kinds of people - I love all of
it. It doesn't matter if it's an after-hours
party or the transgender Unity Banquet or
Human Rights Campaign function or
Black Tie Dinner. Just whatever - I'm an
equal opportunity photographer!"

WHATMANY OF HIS PHOTOGRAPHIC
subjects may not know is that DeHart has
a whole other career.

After graduating. from BUlla High
School in east Texas, DeHart entered San
Houston State University in Huntsville,
His camera accompanied him through a

~...,.hitch in the U.S.Army and as he entered

ft MORE INFO
. Dalton DeHart Photography

713-622-2202
www.daltondehart.com

COllege, ana ill UI!lllne oecame cnarrman or
the Language Skills Department.

"The teaching and the photography go
so well together," Dehart says. "They
compliment each other."

Later this summer DeHart says he will
. retire from teaching. But as a perfect
example of "going out with a bang,"
DeHart was recently chosen to receive
the highest honor Texas' educational sys-
tem has to bestow on one of its own, the
Minnie Stevens Piper Award. /

The award represents "sort of the zenith
of all of the educational endeavors that we
undertake," DeHart says. "It represents the
highest honor that a person in a collegeor a
university can achieve. It's kind of the
Oscar of the education business."

Each year, San Jacinto College Central
and other Texas college faculty nominate
a faculty member as the outstanding edu-
cator on that campus, voted on by faculty
itself. The winner of that honor is then
eligible to be one of 15 statewide recipi--
ents of the Minnie Stevens Piper profes-
sorship,DeHart explains.

"We always think that we try to do the
very best job that we can, but it's wonder-
ful to be validated," DeHart says.

"I believe that the teachers in the
Language Skills Department have con-
tributed much to my success," DeHart
continues. "In addition, my close friends
in the English Department with whom I .•.
have taught for so many years are certain-
ly responsible in part for my being select-
ed for the award."

Another of the reasons Dehart is consid-
ered a model educator is reflected in how he
views his relationship to his students.

"I really believe that much of the job
that we do in the developinental course is
to encourage them, sort of nurture them,
tell them that, yes, they can do it,"
DeHart says. "Some of them sort of con-
sider themselves as failures, and part of
our job is to assure them that they can do
it if they just put forth the effort."

THOUGH HE IS LEAVING TEACHING,
DeHart has no intention of retiring from
his photographic career. He will continue
to be seen behind the lens as he has every
week since he started focusing on
Houston's gay community in the late '80s.

Among the first eventsDeHart attended
was Executive Professionals of Houston, a
social group made up of predominantly

Dalton DeHart, longtime Houston Voice photographer and San Jacinto College Central's 2006 Teacher of
the Year and recipient of the Minnie Stevens Piper Professorship award. (Photo by Alfred Padron)

gay and lesbian business people.
"I ended up joining and after being a

member for six months, I was asked to be
the chair of the directory committee
because I did photos. Then I started doing
other events and various fundraisers and
that sort of thing. I did all sorts of
events." "

The greatest difference between then
and now,DeHart says, is the visibility the
gay community has come to know.
Seldoni did a gay or lesbian-specifIc event
carry the words "gay" or "lesbian."

Specifically, DeHart marvels at the
evolution of .the city's Pride Parade.

"That's one of the most amazing
things I've seen," he says. "It's just mind-
boggling now."

"When I first started doing this, the
meetings I attended were not public
events," Dehart says. "Over the years,
almost all of the events have become pub-

lie and people know about them. Now we
have so many GLBTs and so many
straight people who are also so support-
ive of events because of the worthwhile
causes the community is involved in."

With a catalogue of more than 450,000
photos chronicling so many of those
worthwhile causes, as well as the people
who make them possible, DeHart shows
no signs of slowing down.

"People ask me all the time where I get
my energy - 'What are you on?" DeHart
says, laughing.

"I say 'OK,look in the mirror.' I am high
on life and on... the people that I photo-
graph. That's what motivates me. I get
incredible joy out of taking pictures of
these people because I feel like it makes
them feel good, and it certainly does make
me feel like my life is worthwhile.

"The people and the joy I hope I bring
to them is what motivates me."
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CHARTER MEMBER

By KEVIN NAFF

T'S TEMPTING TO
criticize Mary Cheney.

The lesbian daughter of
Vice President Dick Cheney
worked on the campaign to
re-elect her father and
President Bush, even as

Republicans worked to ban same-sex mar-
riage via federal and state constitutional
amendments and used the issue to drive
conservative voters to the polls.

Gay rights activists were rightly upset
that she didn't abandon the campaign or
even take a public stand opposing the
amendment efforts, which Bush endorsed
in a State of the Union speech.

Now Mary has written a book and,
finally, granted interviews on the subject
of being the lesbian daughter of the con-
servative vice president.

She says she talked to her family about
quitting the 2004campaign over the mar-
riage issue and that she declined a Bush
offer to give a public statement disagree-
ing with the president's position. But ulti-
mately she stayed behind the scenes and
stuck it out, for her father's sake.

It's difficult to fault her when she puts
it in those terms. How many of us stand
up to conservative family members when
they fail to support us 100percent?

My own parents backed Bush in 2000
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Of course, in an ideal world, full open-
ness at all times would be the reality and
we would respond to anti-gay sentiment in
a consistently vociferous way.But who
lives in that place?

Yes,it's tempting to bash Mary, but how
many of us can say we are out to absolute-
ly everyone in our lives - that includes
employers, co-workers, extended family
and neighbors? And for those who are out
- as Mary has been for years - how
many back up their political beliefs with
action at all times?

She certainly should have accepted
Bush's invitation to issue a public state-
ment condemning the marriage amend-
ment and her critics are right that Mary
won't be winning any "profiles in gay
courage" awards.

There are plenty of gay men and les-
bians with famous conservative relatives
who chose a more aggressive path -
Candace Gingrich, Maya Keyes and David
Knight come to mind. They are worthy of
higher praise.

And Mary's criticisms of John Kerry
and John Edwards for mentioning her
sexual orientation during the 2004debates
fall flat. Mary has harsh words for Kerry
and Edwards, but praise for Bush, who is
doing more to set back the gay rights
movement than any president in decades.

COMINGOUTIS AN INTENSELY

Don't bash Mary Cheney
It's tempting to criticize the vice president's daughter,
but we'd do well to take a look in the mirror first.

Mary Cheney said she swallowed her criticisms of
President Bush on the federal marriage amendment
out of deference to her father, the vice president,
and it's hard to fault her for that. (Photo by Freddie
Lee, FOXNews Sunday/APi

Coming out remains difficult even for
the rich and famous - witness CNN's
Anderson Cooper making the media
rounds promoting his memoir that is sus-
piciously devoid of any mention of a sig-
nificant other. Or Sean Hayes avoiding
"the question" while promoting the recent
finale of "Will & Grace." Or Clay Aiken's
denials even as he brazenly trolls gay
hookup sites for sex partners.

."""a__o...,._.•••."'J_..,1~""' ..;,_0-;;_""" __ 'b1_1_+_"""' •••••_+_h_.,._+_b_n_o_.f".,.__ :I\.II:.,.__,..•._.-.1..•.d_+.l.. .•.••__ ,;.•••..1...+....:..+_ .•.••..•. _ .•••• _; .""' __ .• """'_""'_~_ .• _•• _
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By KEVIN NAFF

T'S TEMPTING TO
criticize Mary Cheney.

The lesbian daughter of
Vice President Dick Cheney
worked on the campaign to
re-elect her father and
President Bush, even as

Republicans worked to ban same-sex mar-
riage via federal and state constitutional
amendments and used the issue to drive
conservative voters to the polls.

Gay rights activists were rightly upset
that she didn't abandon the campaign or
even take a public stand opposing the
amendment efforts, which Bush endorsed
in a State of the Union speech.

Now Mary has written a book and,
finally, granted interviews on the subject
of being the lesbian daughter of the con-
servative vice president.

She says she talked to her family about
quitting the 2004campaign over the mar-
riage issue and that she declined a Bush
offer to give a public statement disagree-
ing with the president's position. But ulti-
mately she stayed behind the scenes and
stuck it out, for her father's sake.

It's difficult to fault her when she puts
it in those terms. How many of us stand
up to conservative family members when
they fail to support us 100percent?

My own parents backed Bush in 2000
and 2004,but I haven't stopped speaking to
them. They know where I stand, and we
agree to disagree. And whether we care to
admit it or not, there are ways large and
small in which most of us take advantage
of the refuge of the closet.

ATLARGEGATHERINGSOF EXTENDED
family, I don't always bring my partner
because it's easier to just avoid the stress.
He's close to my immediate family and
that's enough for me. I don't need every
third-cousin-once-removed to know my
partner to feel validated.

When we check into a hotel together,
sometimes one of us will hold back in the
lobby to avoid those awkward confronta-
tions wltfi the front desk staff. "That room
has one king bed, let me find you some-
thing with two doubles."

And how many of us walk around hold-
ing hands with a partner in public? Or
display a photo of a significant other on a
desk at work?

Of course, in an ideal world, full open-
ness at all times would be the reality and
we would respond to anti-gay sentiment in
a consistently vociferous way.But who
lives in that place?

Yes,it's tempting to bash Mary, but how
many of us can say we are out to absolute-
ly everyone in our lives - that includes
employers, co-workers, extended family
and neighbors? And for those who are out
- as Mary has been for years - how
many back up their political beliefs with
action at all times?

She certainly should have accepted
Bush's invitation to issue a public state-
ment condemning the marriage amend-
ment and her critics are right that Mary
won't be winning any "profiles in gay
courage" awards.

There are plenty of gay men and les-
bians with famous conservative relatives
who chose a more aggressive path -
Candace Gingrich, Maya Keyes and David
Knight come to mind. They are worthy of
higher praise.

And Mary's criticisms of John Kerry
and John Edwards for mentioning her
sexual orientation during the 2004debates
fall flat. Mary has harsh words for Kerry
and Edwards, but praise for Bush, who is
doing more to set back the gay rights
movement than any president in decades.

COMINGOUTIS AN INTENSELY
personal decision, but one that has far-
reaching ripple effects that are anything
but personal. In fact, the surest way to
equality under the law is for gays to be
out. Of course, that's easy to say and not
always so easy to do.

For some, coming out means being
thrown out of the house, gay bashed or
losing parental financial support. For
others, it means risking a lucrative job
or promotion. I think it's worth the risk,
but I'm financially independent and
work in a large city for a gay-owned
company.

In my previous job, I stood up to anti-
gay discrimination within the company
and was rewarded by having my work
assignments revoked and the office secre-
tary tracking my every move in an effort
to catch me taking too long a lunch
break. I hired a lawyer and quit before
they could fire me. And this was in
Maryland, where state law supposedly
prohibits such behavior.

Mary Cheney said she swallowed her criticisms of
President Bush on the federal marriage amendment
out of deference to her father, the vice president,
and it's hard to fault her for that. (Photo by Freddie
Lee, FOX News Sunday/AP)

Coming out remains difficult even for
the rich and famous - witness CNN's
Anderson Cooper making the media
rounds promoting his memoir that is sus-
piciously devoid of any mention of a sig-
nificant other. Or Sean Hayes avoiding
"the question" while promoting the recent
finale of "Will & Grace." Or Clay Aiken's
denials even as he brazenly trolls gay
hookup sites for sex partners.

Mary did the right thing in coming out
at a young age to her parents and refusing
to go back in the closet when it would
have been politically convenient for her
father. Yes, she could have quit the cam-
paign and taken the high road. But she
would have alienated those closest to her.

By all accounts, she's doing exactly
what all gay men and lesbians ought to do:
living her life openly at work, at home and
in public.

Before the sanctimonious among us
line up to bash Mary again, they should
ask themselves if they're really living an
honest life 100percent of
the time, no exceptions.
I'm not. Are you?

e Kevin Naff is man-V aging editor of the
Washington Blade

and can be reached at
knaff@washbladecom.



In defense of the.
Human Rights Campaign
To the Editors:

Re "Howard Dean's gay lapdogs," (edi-
torial by Chris Crain, May 19):

. OK, we get it. Chris Crain hates the
Human Rights Campaign - and apparent-
ly anything Democratic.

Whether it's his regular editorializing
about his belief that the HRC is entirely
beholden to the Democratic Party or some
other progressive groups, or in the not-so-
subtle slant of any news story about the
HRC or other gay rights organizations, his
bias is clear.

The latest screed assumes facts not in
evidence, but that doesn't stop the bile.

Yes, it would be marvelous to have a
civilized debate about same-sex marriage
- where "our side" could layout all the
benefits and advantages to society: Every
time civil rights (including marriage
rights) are put forward to an open-minded
audience, we win.

That's why the ranks companies with
perfect scores on the HRC Corporate
Equality Index continue to grow. It's also
why; for the most part, we win in court.

Unfortunately; that's not the environ-
ment in this Congress - the anti-gay
forces won't agree to that kind of discus-
sion - and Crain knows this.

Will the HRC tactical plan for this par-
ticular assault be effective? We will see
after the vote.

MIKE CRAIG
Houston, Texas

HRC refuses to fight
for marriage equality
.To the Editors:

Re "Howard Dean's lapdogs" (editorial
by Chris Crain, May 19):

"'1'HE WAY :J S££t1', OUR. eELE8RA1'ION OF GAY PRIDE PROVIDES
A\W..OA&LE NA110NAL 6'ERViCE. FOR ONE MON1H E\1ERY YEAR
WE LURE 1'HESE IDto1'S AWAY FROM M1U1AAY FUNERAlS.') ~

Boycott Caribbean over
violent homophobia
To the Editors:

Re "Deja bashed all over again" (edito-
rial by Chris Crain, April 28):

The beatings of Dick Jefferson and Ryan
Smith are not unusual daily occurrences in
the Caribbean. I have urged everyone, gay or
straight, from vacationing or doing business in
the Caribbean and to boycott all of the islands,
particularly Jamaica, Domenica, Grenada as
well as all the windward and leeward islands.

To say or be openly gay in the.
Caribbean is to guarantee that you might
well not wake up the next day: You do not
have to be gay; if someone thinks you are,
then you are subject to being murdered.

The violence will stop when the world

We couldn't agree more! In 2003 and
2004, we rode our bicycles across America
to advocate for equal marriage rights.

Before the rides, we.contacted the
Human Rights Campaign to ask if they
would let their local connections know
we were coming and help get the word
out.

They refused our request and respond-
ed that we would be hurting "the cause"
by fighting for marriage equality: .

Now we tell everyone we meet to
donate their money to their local
GLBT organizations and not to HRC,
which seems more interested in pro-
moting themselves than' equal mar-
riage rights:

CARRIE & EUSIA ROSS-STONE
Wallace, West Va.

pressures these islands to crack down on
barbaric homophobes and the clergy who
incite them to murder and violence.

As a Dutch territory; Saint Maartens
would be a very nice place for gay couples
to marry if it were not for this ugly homo-
phobic situation.

WILUAM ROWLAND
Greenville, S.C.

Oems blame victim,
just like batterers
To the Editors:

Since 1979, when our community
made five simple demands at the first
national gay march on Washington, not
one of those demands has been met.

It has not mattered whether Democrats
or Republicans have been in charge. As a
Democrat and contributor to Bill Clinton's
presidential campaign, I was rewarded by
his decision to sign the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA) and "Don't Ask,

. Don't Tell," two of the most anti-gay bills
to ever come out of Washington.

We are politically battered, by both
Republicans and Democrats. And the nation-
al Democratic Party; by trying to guilt us
into thinking we (and not they) are responsi-
ble for whether they win elections is the clas-
sic syndrome of a batterer. It's called "blame
the victim." Why do we take it?

Howard Dean was embarrassed when he
signed the civil union bill in Vermont. Who
elevated him to gay icon? How dare he fire
Donald Hitchcock, the party's gay outreach

. director, because his partner Paul Yandura
accused Dean of not protecting gays?

We need to stop this blind and destruc-
tive alliance to the Democratic Party:

ROBIN TYLER
Los Angeles

Editors' note: The letter writer organized the
first national gay march on Washington in 1979.
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Yes it would be marvelous to have a
civiliz~d debate about same-sex marriage
- where "our side" could layout all the
benefits and advantages to society. Every
time civil rights (including marriage
rights) are put forward to an open-minded
audience, we win.

That's why the ranks companies with
perfect scores on the HRC Corporate
Equality Index continue to grow. It's also
why, for the most part, we win in court.

Unfortunately, that's not the environ-
ment in this Congress - the anti-gay
forces won't agree to that kind of discus-
sion - and Crain knows this.

Will the HRC tactical plan for this par-
ticular assault be effective? We will see
after the vote.

HRC refuses to fight
for marriage equality

"'tHE wAYj'SEElt,OUR. a:Le8RA1'lON OF GAY PRIDE PROVIDeS
AVALUABLe. NA.1'loNAL. 6UVICE. FOR01"£ MON1H EVERY YEAR.,
WI: LORE 1'HESE IDIO'fS AWAYPR.OMMIU1'AR,Y FUNERAlS.')

Boycott Caribbean over
violent homophobia
To the Editors:

Re "Deja bashed all over again" (edito-
rial by Chris Crain, April 28):

The beatings of Dick Jefferson and Ryan
Smith are not unusual daily occurrences in
the Caribbean. I have urged everyone, gay or
straight, from vacationing or doing business in
the Caribbean and to boycott all of the islands,
particularly Jamaica, Domenica, Grenada as
well as all the windward and leeward islands.

To say or be openly gay in the.
Caribbean is to guarantee that you might
well not wake up the next day. You do not
have to be gay; if someone thinks you are,
then you are subject to being murdered.

The violence will stop when the world

We couldn't agree more! In 2003and
2004, we rode our bicxcles across America
to advocate for equal marriage rights.

Before the rides, we.contacted the
Human Rights Camp§ign to ask if they
would let their local connections know
we were coming and help get the word
out.

They refused our request and respond-
ed that we would be hurting "the cause"
by fighting for marriage equality.

Now we tell everyone we meet to
donate their money to their local
GLBT organizations and not to HRC,
which seems more interested in pro-

. moting themselves than' equal mar-
riage rights.

CARRIE & ELISIA ROSS~STONE
Wallace, West Va.

MIKE CRAIG
Houston, Texas

To the Editors:
Re "Howard Dean's lapdogs" (editorial

by Chris Crain, May 19):

It has not mattered whether Democrats
or Republicans have been in charge. As a
Democrat and contributor to Bill Clinton's
presidential campaign, I was rewarded by
his decision to sign the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA) and "Don't Ask,

. Don't Tell," two of the most anti-gay bills
to ever come out of Washington.

We are politically battered, by both
Republicans and Democrats. And the nation-
al Democratic party, by trying to guilt us
into thinking we (and not they) are responsi-
ble for whether they win elections is the clas-
sic syndrome of a batterer. It's called "blame
the victim." Why do we take it?

Howard Dean was embarrassed when he
signed the civil union bill in Vermont. Who
elevated him to gay icon? How dare he fire
Donald Hitchcock, the party's gay outreach

, director, because his partner Paul Yandura
accused Dean of not protecting gays?

We need to stop this blind and destruc-
tive alliance to the Democratic Party.

ROBIN TYLER
Los Angeles

Editors' note: The letter writer organized the
first national gay march on Washington'in 1979.

When you sh
need a professional
service, do you
usually choose a
'gay' business?

If available, I always do. However,
we need more businesses owned
by GLBT or GLBT-friendly people.
The GLBT community has money
to spend, and we just wanted to be
treated fairly without prejudice.

CARLA HAYES, 35
Customer service

Most definitely, if available. The
business owners tend to treat any-
one who walks in equally, unlike
other owners or staff in straight
businesses who sometimes auto-
matically judge the amount of
money a person will spend, accord-
ing to their appearance.

KEllY LUTHER, 34
Claims adjuster

Yes, my experience has shown me
that GLBT businesses have excel-
lent quality of service. I also think
it's important for GLBT businesses
to succeed and be a positive pres-
ence for our non-GLBT community.

CHRISTOAAER WRIGHT, 33
Laser technician manager

Usually, unless I need a services
that isn't offered in the Gay &
Lesbian Yellow Pages,

BRANDY REDING, 30
Student

I try not to discriminate, whether
gay or straight."We have to sup-
port the human race.

ERIC EVARO.33
Account facilitator

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff. Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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DAVID KNAPp, OFTEN HAILED
as the DJ king of the circuit-party scene,
has spent the past two decades ruling
crowds with his mix of accessible rhythms,
edgy beats and wailing diva vocals.

In recent years, however, Knapp admits to
finding comfort in a different kind of king-
dom. The Atlanta-based DJ and, his partner,
Scott, share their castle with adopted chil-
dren Ryan, 3, and Kira, one-and-a-half.

"I like to say that I went from being
Ab Fab to being Desperate Housewives,"
Knapp says with a laugh. "I gave up a lot
of my involvement in the scene and my
just carefree lifestyle.

For Knapp, however, the decision was
one that he made for himself years earlier. IT DID INDEED FLOW, AND KNAPP

"Ever since I was in high school, when soon became an in-demand DJ through-
I admitted to myself that Iwas gay, Iwas out Florida. He eventually became one of
determined that Iwas going to have chil- the headliners for Miami's White Party
dren and a partner," he says. "I opened a weekend, considered by many to be the
whn1p npw window of nossibilltv crownjew.eLoLthe...gaY~Dax:ty~~uK ,- . !

GAY HOUSTON NIGHTLIFE, ARTS & CULTURE

David Knapp is equally
capable in the booth
and the babies' room

from the University of Miami School of
Law - and passed the bar exam - in
the early '90s.

He had already spent time as a college-
radio DJ at the University of Tampa and
worked at a record store, where he met the
legendary Danny Tenaglia. The two
became friends, and Tenaglia hooked
Knapp up with a Monday night club gig.

Diploma in hand, Knapp did what
came naturally: He followed his passion
for music, despite his parents' objections.

'''1 wasn't necessarily encouraged to do
anything in the arts, which is why Icontin-
ued with school and got my law degree,"
Knapp says. "Later, after law school, my
parents were like, 'Have you gone on any
interviews yet?' I hadn't. I was working in
all the clubs on Miami Beach.

"I knew that I could always go into
law if I had to admit failure, but I was
willing to live in poverty for awhile just
for the passion of it. Usually, everything
else flows if you're passionate about it."

By JOEY GUERRA

www.houstonvoice.com MAY 26,2006



David Knapp is equally
capable in the booth
and the babies' room
By JOEY GUERRA

DAVIDKNAPp,OFTEN HAILED
as the DJ king of the circuit-party scene,
has spent the past two decades ruling
crowds with his mix of accessible rhythms,
edgy beats and wailing diva vocals.

In recent years,however,Knappadmits to
finding comfort in a differentkind of king-
dom The Atlanta-basedDJ and,his partner,
Scott,share their castlewith adoptedchil-
dren Ryan,3,and Kira, one-and-a-half.

"I like to say that I went from being
Ab Fab to being Desperate Housewives,"
Knapp says with a laugh. "I gave up a lot
of my involvement in the scene and my
just carefree lifestyle.

For Knapp, however,the decision was
one that he made for himself years earlier.

"Ever since I was in high school, when
I admitted to myself that I was gay,I was
determined that I was going to have chil-
dren and a partner," he says. "I opened a
whole new window of possibility.

"It's just workedout perfectly~ although
those desperate housewifemoments are true
and real sometimes.It's all worth it when
they giveme a little smile or hug."

It's been an unpredictable, always
eventful, road for Knapp, who graduated

oMORE INFO
White Party/Global Groove 2006 Tour
Featuring DJ David Knapp
Sunday, May 28, 9 p.m.
South Beach
810 Pacific St.
$15 advance
713-529-7623
www.southbeachthenightclub.com

from the University of Miami School of
Law - and passed the bar exam - in
the early '90s.

He had already spent time as a college-
radio DJ at the University of Tampa and
worked at a record store, where he met the
legendary Danny Tenaglia. The two
became friends, and Tenaglia hooked
Knapp up with a Monday night club gig.

Diploma in hand, Knapp did what
came naturally: He followedhis passion
for music, despite his parents' objections.

'''1wasn't necessarily encouraged to do
anything in the arts, which is why I contin-
ued with school and got my law degree,"
Knapp says. "Later, after law school, my
parents were like, 'Have you gone on any
interviews yet?' I hadn't. I was working in
all the clubs on Miami Beach.

"I knew that I could always go into
. law if I had to admit failure, but I was
willing to live in poverty for awhile just
for the passion of it. Usually, everything
else flows if you're passionate about it."

IT DID INDEED FLOW,AND KNAPP
soon became an in-demand DJ through-
out Florida. He eventually became one of
the headliners for Miami's White Party
weekend, considered by many to be the
crown jewel of the gay party circuit.

Knapp's schedule began to expand '
beyond the Sunshine State border, and
he has gone on to acclaimed gigs in New
York, San Francisco, Boston, Paris, Tel
Aviv,Sao Paolo, Rio, Thailand, Zurich,
Mexico City and Mykonos.

Can you say frequent flyer miles?
"I try to do a lot of second-guessing as

to what the market is like before I play
in it and generally what people will
enjoy - and then work kind of new

. things," Knapp says of his decidedly
diverse audiences. "I always try to do
kind of a nice give and take.

"I try to incorporate what I get excit-
ed about in a way that's palatable to
most people. Not everybody listens to
(dance) music as thoroughly. I always try

DJ David Knapp not only has two turntables and a microphone - but a law degree, a partner and two
children, as well.

to pay attention to everything that's
going on out there."

Some of Knapp's most recent work'
can be heard on the Global Grove mix
disc, released last month via the Centaur
Music label. It was done in conjunction
with the 30-city,six-country spanning
Global Groove Tour. More information is
available at www.globalgroovecd.com.

Knapp's 12-track odyssey expertly
blends pulsing beats with seductive vocals
and full-out diva anthems from dance-
floor faves Kim English ("It Makes a
Difference"), Alma Matris, Offer Nissim
featuring Maya, Dolce and Goldfrapp.

The Global Groove disc also features
a key track from pop duo - and real-
life partners - Jason & deMarco
("Trying to Get to You") and "Gimmie
Some Love," the sexy, soulful debut sin-
gle from DJs Are Alive, an artist collec-
tive that includes Kristine W the
Scumfrog and DJ Scribble, D: Fuse and
Static Revenger.

"My biggest concern became trying to
put something on there for everyone. I'm
not about doing an all-tribal CDor an
all-anthem CD," says Knapp, who has

Please see DJKNAPP on Page 12 --
The stars are in the stars, and so are you. Watch out
for those planets, though. Horoscope, Page 15

If you can't think of anything nice to say,
please say it right here. Bitch Session, Page 19



12 MARCH 26, 2006 www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTONVOICE

- Knapp and film star shine at SoBe'sWhite Party
OJ KNAPP, continued from Page 11

also remixed several White Party benefit
CDs and others in the Global Groove and
party Groove series. Knapp has also creat-
ed original remixes for Gioia, Funky
Green Dogs, Lonnie Gordon and R&B'
songbird Amerie. .

For mix discs, he turns in a list of
potential tracks a few months in advance
and "crosses his fingers" in hopes of get-
ting permission from labels to include
songs. This time around, Knapp says he
actually had to narrow down from more
than 20available tracks.

IT'S LIKELY YOU'LL HEAR A FEW
of those favoritesduring Knapp's localWhite-
Party performance at South Beach nightclub.
It's not exactly Miami, but has proven to be
one of the year's most popular events.

"I always enjoy playing there.
Everybody's so hospitable," Knapp says of
the club. "They've even given me clothes
for the baby before. I got a little South
Beach onesie. Houston has. it together in
terms of getting people out and longevity.
There's always a great crowd, always a
great turnout. It's always been fun."

On a larger scale, Knapp has been
around long enough to notice inevitable

Getting to know Brad Patton
Adult film star

.skates through
weekend gigs
By JOEY GUERRA

BRADPATTONHAS COMEA LONG
way from his religious upbringing in
Melbourne, Australia. Since leaving the
land down under, Patton has become a
champion ice skater and eventually glided
into the world of adult films.

Now a Buckshot/Colt Studio Group
exclusive, Patton recently filmed Manly
Heat in Lake Powell, Ariz. He hits
Houston for a series of shows, autograph
sessions and bartending gigs, Friday
through Sunday.

In between shooting film scenes on
speedboats and training for the Out Games
in Montreal, Patton took time to answer a
few serious - and silly - questions:

HOUSTON VOICE: Yousay your
f:lthpr UT:::l<::. thp "nrioin!:::al f"rnronrlila

ing those footsteps?
BRAD PATTON: I have always been

big on traveling to exotic locations. I love
a bit of adventure and roughing it in the
outback. It is the schoolboy within who
wants to go out and find hidden treasure,
which I definitely got from my dad.

VOICE: Your childhood included stints
in several countries: Australia, Sweden,
Finland. Which one do you remember
most vividly?

PATTON: It would have to be Sweden.
That is where I really grew up from ages
14through 22. I think I identify myself
more Swedish that anything else for that
reason. At least I used to. Now,I just see
myself as a citizen of the world.

VOICE: Why do you think ice-skating
became such a passion for you?

PATTON: It is difficult to describe the
amazing feeling of freedom that you have
when you fly across the ice, when the
beauty of the movement just completely
overwhelms you with emotion. I don't
know anything else that can give me that
feeling, except for love.

VOICE: Tell me about your first real-
;'7-:1+1n .•...•tn':lt '(71""\11 ·n.To .•..•a rr •.:n.T

changes in the national circuit-party
scene - not always for the better. But he
does feel things are changing.

"Many of the parties had become,over
time, much more of a marketing scheme and
an operation. Peoplebuilt up much more into
those parties. They became more intense - a
lot of expectations,"he says. "Anticipation,I
would say,sometimes creates a little too
much intensity - DJs playing along with
that, sometimes not remembering, 'Hey,it's a
party.Lighten up, have fun.' That's what I
think sometimes is missing.

"(But) there are always parties that
stand out because they achieve that level

of just plain fun, joy, a little bit more of a
convivial atmosphere, more conversation
between people. The intensity wears off."

The toughest audience to please, how-
ever, remains at home.

"(Ryan and Kira) are not particularly
turned on by my music. They'd rather
watch Sesame Street and hear the songs.
on there," says Knapp, adding after a
pause, "Don't worry, everybody - I won't
be doing any Sesame Street remixes."

Judging by his illustrious output over
the past two decades, it's likely even that
would get folks shimmying under the
spotlights.

forget your manners.
VOICE: How do you handle the tons of

guys who flirt with you at these events?
Don't even try to deny it.

PATION: Just be polite as you can,
always smile, once again, and always give
people your time and attention. My fans
are so great and write me all the time at
bradpatton.net. I always try to treat them
with the utmost respect, as they do me.

VOICE:Somany to choosefrom,but what
do you think is your best physical feature?

DA,..-vr£\l\.T_ FT"h;co nhro .•.....rT•....•.'" •....•11 +h,.. +; .•...•..•......

Buckshot/Colt Studio film star Brad Patton spends the weekend slinging drinks and performing live at JR's
Bar & Grille, Meteor Lounge and South Beach.

bad people. There are bad people in all
walks of life. I have, however,had the great
fortune to work with to work with some of
the most wonderful people in the industry

VOICE: Youperformed with Disney on
Ice for several years. Who was the sexiest
character?

PATION: It would have to be.Tarzan,
who I portrayed. Youknow, just a loin
cloth - and with my bulge, you can imag-
ine how hard it was for them to keep it
under a PG rating.
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Getting to know Brad Patton
Adult film star
skates through
weekend gigs
By JOEY GUERRA

BRAD PATTON HAS COME A LONG
way from his religious upbringing in
Melbourne, Australia. Since leaving the
land down under, Patton has become a
champion ice skater and eventually glided
into the world of adult films.

Now a Buckshot/Colt Studio Group
exclusive, Patton recently filmed Manly
Heat in Lake Powell, Ariz. He hits
Houston for a series of shows, autograph
sessions and bartending gigs, Friday
through Sunday.

In between shooting film scenes on
speedboats and training for the Out Games
in Montreal, Patton took time to answer a
few serious - and silly - questions:

HOUSTON VOICE: You say your
father was the "original crocodile
hunter." Ever had any interest in follow-

oMORE INFO
Brad Patton bartends

'Friday, May 26, 11 pm
JR's Bar & Grill
808 Pacific St.
713-521-2519
www.jrsbarandgrill.com
Saturday, May 27. 11 pm.
Meteor, 2306 Genesee
713-521-0123
www.meteorhouston.com

White Party show with Brad Patton
Sunday, May 28, 12 midnight
South Beach .
810 Pacific St.
$15
713-529-7623
www.southbeachthenightclub.com

•.../

ing those footsteps?
BRAD PATTON: I have always been

big on traveling to exotic locations. I love
a bit of adventure and roughing it in the
outback. It is the schoolboy within who
wants to go out and find hidden treasure,
which I definitely got from my dad.

VOICE: Your childhood included stints
in several countries: Australia, Sweden,
Finland. Which one do you remember
most vividly?

PATTON: It would have to be Sweden.
That is where I really grew up from ages
14 through 22. I think I identify myself
more Swedish that anything else for that
reason. At least I used to. Now, I just see
myself as a citizen of the world.

VOICE: Why do you think ice-skating
became such a passion for you?

PATTON: It is difficult to describe the
amazing feeling of freedom that you have
when you fly across the ice, when the
beauty of the movement just completely
overwhelms you with emotion. I don't
know anything else that can give me that
feeling, except for love.

VOICE: Tell me about your first real-
ization that you were gay.

PATTON: It was a long process for me,
over a number of years. Coming from a
religious family, I think that is to be
expected. It was not easy at first for me,
but once I had accepted myself, it made -
me that much stronger and confident.

VOICE: Do you remember seeing your
first porn movie? If so, when and what was it?

PATTON: Oh gosh, I would have had to
been about 21, I guess. I don't remember the
film, but I do remember that Rex Chandler
was on the cover. I thought he was so hot!

VOICE: At the time, did you ever think
it was something you might do for yourself?

PATTON: Oh no, I don't think I did,
but I am sure I fantasized about it. But
what gay boy didn't?

VOICE: How do you handle shooting a
scene with someone you're not attracted to?

. PATTON: I act.
VOICE: What's the biggest misconception

about the porn industry and porn stars?
PATTON: That they are all somehow

spotlights.

Buckshot/Colt Studio film star Brad Patton spends the weekend slinging drinks and performing live at JR's
Bar & Grille, Meteor Lounge and South Beach.

bad people. There are bad people in all
walks of life. I have, however, had the great
fortune to work with to work with some of
the most wonderful people in the industry

VOICE: You performed with Disney on
Ice for several years. Who was the sexiest
character?

PATTON: It would have to be Tarzan,
who I portrayed. You know, just a loin
cloth - and with my bulge, you can imag-
ine how hard it was for them to keep it
under a PG rating.

VOICE: You're currently training for
the OutGames in Montreal. What inspired
you to tackle that goal?

PATTON: I competed in the Gay
Games in Sydney four years ago, and it
was just a wonderful experience. I chose
the OutGames this time, though, as it
seems a bit more challenging in the fig-
ure-skating event. I am training very hard
at the moment.

VOICE: Tell me about some of the
other competitions you've participated in
and the awards you've received.

PATTON: I actually finished my ama-
teur competitive career 11 years ago. So,
10 years older and about 20 pounds more
muscle, this is a big challenge for me to
come back and do this. At age 18, I was
the junior champion of Sweden and spent
three years on the national team before
turning pro and joining my first ice show.

VOICE: You're working this weekend in
Houston. What's the best way to get a big tip?

PATTON: Give a big smile and never

forget your manners.
VOICE: How do you handle the tons of

guys who flirt with you at these events?
Don't even try to deny it.

PATTON: Just be polite as you can,
always smile, once again, and always give
people your time and attention. My fans
are so great and write me all the time at
bradpatton.net. I always try to treat them
with the utmost respect, as they do me.

VOICE: So many to choose from, but what
do you think is your best physical feature?

PATTON: This changes all the time,
but right now I think it is my stomach. I
am now working on, not a six-pack, nor
an eight-pack, but a 10-pack! I hope to
have it by the end of July. With all the
training I am doing at the moment, I
think I can do it.

VOICE: You have so many different
things going on at the same time. How do
you maintain a balance and still find time
for a personal life?

PATTON: I like being busy. When I
have nothing to do, I procrastinate and
end up getting nothing done. I will be
going to Gay Disney in June for a short
weekend holiday from my hectic schedule.
I can't wait for that!

VOICE: Ever been to Texas? If so, how
do the guys here rate with those around
the world?

PATTON: I have been to Texas before,
about eight years ago. I had a great time, and
I do remember the guys being so hot and
friendly. I can't wait to be back in Texas!
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A Memoriable weel<end
In pursuit of parties,
a porn star and a
three-day weekend
SOUTH BEACH IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST
QUEER nightclubs in town and Memorial
Day weekend they prove it when they try to
make us all suffer from too much, too
much! To get you started, Charles
Armstrong brings in Colt video superstar
Brad Patton, direct from Amsterdam. Billed
as "Three Nights of Brad Patton," it begins
at JR's on Friday, May 26 with Patton guest
bartending at 11p.m, with an autograph
party and photo shoot scheduled from mid-
night until 2 a.m, Then Patton moves his
beautiful body to Meteor on Saturday, May
27with the same schedule as he had at JR's,
He ends up Sunday, May 28 at SOUTH
BEACH, also with the same schedule. If
that weren't enough to keep us all going, on
Sunday, May 28, SOUTH BEACH also pres-
ents "The White Party" with another spe-
cial guest, DJ David Knapp making a stop
on the "Global Groove Tour 2006." The
White Party goes back many moons and
was originally a kick-off to the summer sea-

, son, so white attire is highly encouraged.
(all the bytter to show of our tans!) Jimmy
Skinner opens the White Party" early, with
Knapp taking to the decks from 10:30p.m,
until 5 a.m, Advance tickets are only $15for
the White Party and are available at JR's,
Meteor, SOUTH BEACH, Male U Wear and
M2M Fashions as well as www.getquick-
ticks. com 18 and up to party and 21 and up
to drink. www.southbeachthenightclub.com
will provide you with more info. Get ready
to hit it hard!

Ari Gold brings his smooth style to Aquafest's 5th anniversary party.
(Photo courtesy of Ari Gold/Boogie Sauce Productions) .

Saturday, May 27, you can try it out when
Aquafest GLBT Group Cruise Events cele-
brates their 5th Anniversarywith a
"Glitter and Gold" themed part. It fea-
tures international recording artist Ari
Gold performing his top 40 dance hit
"Love Will Take Over." RSVP (no pun
intended) for a private VIP party "meet
and greet" with Gold by calling 1-888-919-
1126. Aquafest's resident DJ Michael
Kessler spins until 2 a.m., with Gold per-
forming at 11 p.m. When you're there, say
hello to the hottest cruiser of them all,
Tom Thompson. Julie on the Love Boat
had nothing on TT! www.aquafestcruis-
es.com. Jeffries is located at 710 Pacific
St., and is no longer a smoke-free club.
More info is at www.jeffriesbar.com or'
www.arigold.com.

Experience is helpful, but not necessary.
The Fest is seeking all kinds of actors
and actresses, magicians, singers and
more. Apparently the position of Ogre
has been filled! Two audition sessions
are scheduled on Saturday, May 27 at
8:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Contact entertainment director,
Jeff Baldwin at 1-800-458-3435to schedule
your audition time.

THE ALLEY THEATRE'S GLBT PARTY,
Act OUT has been rescheduled' for
Thursday, June 8 due to increased
demand and the ill health of actor James
Black. The Alley has partnered withthe
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) and HATCH Youth
Scholarship Foundation on this fmal 2006
event. Patrons can save 20 percent on tick-

JEFFRIES IS THE NEW KID ON THE THE TEXAS RENAISSANCE FEST IS ets liy purchasing tickets online at
block over on Pacific, and they continue looking for performers for their 2006 sea- www.alleytheatre.org and entering the----.~-------. - - ..---.-~. . .-.-..-.--.-~..-~......;;....-
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FRIDAY
MAY 26
THE TEXAS COUNCIL ON FAMILY VIOLENCE, a
statewide nonprofit organization that advocates for
survivors of domestic violence, wants to hear your voice.
Dinner will be provided. 6-8 p.m. Montrose Counseling
Center board room. 701 Richmond Ave. RSVP:
1-800-525-1978.

Infernal Bridegroom
Productions present
the world premiere
of Daniel Johnston's
rock opera.
"SPEEDING
MOTORCYCLE·
Weekends through
June 24. 8 p.rn. $15.
The Axiom, 2524
McKinney. 713-522-
8443. wwinfernal-
bridegroom.com.

.~~

SATURDAY
MAY 27
THE BROMELIAD
SOCIETY SHOW
AND SALE
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.
Houston Arboretum
and Nature Center,
4501 Woodway Dr.
713-681-8433. www.houstonarboretum.org.

Cult rocker DanielJohnston
cameup with the conceptfor
Infemal Bridegroom
Productions''Speeding .
Motorcycle: with direction and
additional text by Jason Nadler.

"THE WIZARD OF OZ: presented by Time Warner
Cable's "Movies in the Park" film. Doors open at 6 p.m:
film at 8 p.m. Sesquicentennial Park, Smith and
Preston Sts. Free. 713-658-8938.

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR TRANSSEXUAL
SUPPORT. 4 p.m. Houston GLBT Community Center,
3400 Montrose Blvd. #207.
www.HoustonGLBTCommunityCenter.org.

WEDNESDAY
MAY 31
MONTROSE SOFTBALL LEAGUE, 7 p.m.-midnight.
Houston GLBT Community Center, 3400 Montrose
Blvd. suite 207. www.hollstonglbtcommunitycenter.org.

Design Industry Foundation Fighting AIDS presents a
night of modern design with Dwell Magazine president
and publisher, MICHAELA O'CONNOR ABRAMS.
Benefits DIFFA. 7-10 prn. High Fashion Home. 3100
Travis St. 713-528-3838. www.dwellmagazine.com.

UPCOMING
SATURDAY
JUNE3



make us all sutter trom too mucK, too
much! To get you started, Charles
Armstrong brings in Colt video superstar
Brad Patton, direct from Amsterdam. Billed
as "Three Nights of Brad Patton," it begins
at JR's on Friday, May 26 with Patton guest
bartending at 11p.m. with an autograph
party and photo shoot scheduled from mid-
night until 2 a.m. Then Patton moves his
beautiful body to Meteor on Saturday, May
27 with the same schedule as he had at JR's,
He ends up Sunday, May 28 at SOUTH
BEACH, also with the same schedule. If
that weren't enough to keep us all going, on
Sunday, May 28, SOUTH BEACH also pres-
ents "The White Party" with another spe-
cial guest, DJ David Knapp making a stop
on the "Global Groove Tour 2006." The
White Party goes back many moons and
was originally a kick-off to the summer sea-

, son, so white attire is highly encouraged.
(all the brtter to show of our tans!) Jimmy
Skinner opens the White Party' early, with
Knapp taking to the decks from 10:30p.m.
until 5 a.m. Advance tickets are only $15for
the White Party and are available at JR's,
Meteor, SOUTH BEACH, Male U Wear and
M2M Fashions as well as www.getquick-
ticks. com 18and up to party and 21 and up
to drink. www.southbeachthenightclub.com
will provide you with more info. Get ready
to hit it hard!

Ari Gold brings his smooth style to Aquafest's 5th anniversary party.
(Photo courtesy of Ari Gold/Boogie Sauce Productions)

Saturday, May 27, you can try it out when
Aquafest GLBT Group Cruise Events cele-
brates their 5th Anniversary-with a
"Glitter and Gold" themed part. It fea-
tures international recording artist Ari
Gold performing his top 40 dance hit
"Love Will Take Over." RSVP (no pun
intended) for a private VIP party "meet
and greet" with Gold by calling 1-888-919-
1126. Aquafest's resident DJ Michael
Kessler spins until 2 a.m., with Gold per-
forming at 11 p.m. When you're there, say
hello to the hottest cruiser of them all,
Tom Thompson. Julie on the Love Boat
had nothing on TT! www.aquafestcruis-
es.com. Jeffries is located at 710 Pacific
St., and is no longer a smoke-free club.
More info is at www.jeffriesbar.com or'
www.arigold.com.

JEFFRIES IS THE NEW KID ON THE
block over on Pacific, and they continue
to upgrade and add to their lofty space. A
new dance floor is now open where, on

THE TEXAS RENAISSANCE FEST IS
looking for performers for their 2006 sea-
son, which runs on the weekends begin-
ning Sept. 30 through Nov. 19.

Some of the finest male voices in the state drop the Dallas vs. Houston rivalry (temporarily) to team up for
Turtle on the Bayou.'

Experience is helpful, but not necessary:
The Fest is seeking all kinds of actors
and actresses, magicians, singers and
more. Apparently the position of Ogre
has been filled! Two audition sessions
are scheduled on Saturday, May 27 at
8:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Contact entertainment director,
Jeff Baldwin at 1-800-458-3435to schedule
your audition time.

THE ALLEY THEATRE'S GLBT PARTY,
Act OUT has been rescheduled' for
Thursday, June 8 due to increased
demand and the ill health of actor James
Black. The Alley has partnered with the
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) and HATCH Youth
Scholarship Foundation on this fmal 2006
event. Patrons can save 20 percent on tick-
ets fiy purchasing tickets online at
www.alleytheatre.org and entering the
promotional code "PFLAG." Ten percent
of all ticket proceeds sold at this discount-
ed price will go directly to
PFLAGIHATCH Youth Scholarship
Foundation. Discounted tickets may also
be purchased by phone 713-228-8421or in
person at the Alley box office, 615 Texas
Ave. by mentioning the promotional code
"PFLAG." www.alleytheatre.org or call
713-228-9341,ext. 341.

SAVE THE DATE! SATURDAY, JUNE 10
at 8 p.m. at Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana St.,
the Gay Men's Chorus of Houston teams
up with the most recorded male chorus in.
the world, the Turtle Creek Chorus of
Dallas for "Turtles on the Bayou."
Together, more than 225 men will sing
songs of great American composers for a
night of song, dance and American history:
Tickets range from $15 to $34 and can be
had by calling 713·521-7464,or logging

. onto www.bayoucityperforming.org. Act
now, this will sell out!

rfdeqroom.co., ..
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Cult rocker Daniel Johnston
came up with the concept for
Infernal Bridegroom
Productions' 'Speeding .
Motorcycle: with direction and
additional text by Jason Nodler.

SATURDAY
MAY 27
THE BROMEUAD
SOCIETY SHOW
AND SALE
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.
Houston Arboretum
and Nature Center.
4501 Woodway Dr.
713-681-8433. www.houstonarboretum.org.

"THE WIZARD OF OZ: presented by Time Warner
Cable's "Movies in the Park" film. Doors open at 6 p.m.;
film at 8 p.m. Sesquicentennial Park, Smith and
Preston Sts. Free. 713-658-8938.

TEXAS ASSOCIATION FOR TRANSSEXUAL
SUPPORT. 4 p.m. Houston GLBT Community Center,
3400 Montrose Blvd. #207
www.HoustonGLBTCommunityCenter.org.

WEDNESDAY
MAY 31
MONTROSE SOFTBALL LEAGUE, 7 p.m.-midnight.
Houston GLBT Community Center, 3400 Montrose
Blvd. suite 207 www.houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org.

Design Industry Foundation Fighting AIDS presents a
night of modern design with Dwell Magazine president
and publisher, MICHAELA O'CONNOR ABRAMS.
Benefits DIFFA. 7-10 p.m. High Fashion Home, 3100
Travis st. 713-528-3838. www.dwellmagazine.com.

UPCOMING
SATURDAY
JUNE3
"AN ART AFFAIR" with honorary co-chairs John
Palmer and Carol Wyatt. 7-10 p.m. Benefits Houston
GLBT Community Center. Winter Street Studios, 2101
Winter St. 713-524-3818. www.houstonglbtcommuni·
tycenter.org.

Surrender, Dorothy! Time Warner Cable brings the
L. Frank Baum classic, The Wizard of Oz' down-
town for an open-air screening Saturday night.
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Why Suffer Needlessly?
Non-Surgical "Lunch-Hour" Procedure

Virtually Painless • Affordable
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There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

Accolades for Almodovar
Spain rewards gay
filmmaker, Elton John
has another tirade and
Vito tells off the bigots

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTONVOICE

FABULOUS GAY FILMMAKER PEDRO
ALMODOVAR took home one of Spain's
top arts awards on May 17. The Pririce of
Asturias prize comes with lots of prestige
and even more exciting, $62,000 in cash.

"It's one of the most important prizes I've .
ever received," the director said to reporters .
about the Asturias prize, which is given for a
body of work. "I feel overwhelmed."

Almod6var is known for his dramatic,
funny and colorful films full of fringe
characters who are frequently gay - or
at the very least, quirky.

His films include one of Dish's
favorites: ''All About My Mother" (1999), a
film about a mother whose teen boy is
killed in an accident. She's surrounded

. by strange characters including an aging
lesbian actress, a pregnant nun and a
transgender prostitute.

"Bad Education," starring GAEL
GARCIA BERNAL, was a huge hit
among every queen Dish knows,
especially because of yummy Bernal's
exquisite drag performance. '

Almod6var headed to the Cannes Film
Festival, running from May 17-28, where
he was premiering his newest film
"Volver" (that's "Return" for you non-
Spanish speaking types).

Things are looking good for the gay
Spaniard's new flick if the review from
England's the Guardian is any indication

. of the reception.
"With overwhelming richness, color and

warmth, Pedro Almod6var's new movie
has captured the hearts of everyone at

_______ I__ C_a_n_ne_s_,"._writescritic Peter Bradshaw. "It

1
I

I

Gael Garcfa Bemal (left) poses with gay filmmaker
Pedro Almod6var, who won one of Spain'stop arts
awards. (Photo by Gina Gayle/AP)

CATrRALL as his manager.
News of the sitcom's cancellation

came shortly on the heels of John's
diatribe against photographers during an
awards ceremony at the Cannes Film
Festival on May 21. John was presenting
the Chopard award for young actors
(named after Chopard jewelers who host a
party at Cannes) to KEVIN ZEGERS, the
young cutie from "Transamerica."

As John was handing the award to the
young actor, photographers began calling
out and interrupting him.

" If you saw 'Transamerica' ... I'm
talking, you fuckwit, fucking photogra-
phers," John railed, according to Reuters.
"You should be shot, you should be all shot."

Never cross an Old queen.

Sweet talking mobster
Actor JOE GANNASCOLI who plays gay

Vito on HBO's "The Sopranos" was profiled
on May 22 by the New York Observer. In the
article, he talked about the feedback he's
gotten for playing a gay mobster.

2~.in my neigh?orhood !
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"It's one of the most important prizes I've .

ever received," the director said to reporters
about the Asturias prize, which is given for a
body of work. "I feel overwhelmed."

Almodovar is known for his dramatic,
funny and colorful films full of fringe
characters who are frequently gay - or
at the very least, quirky.

His films include one of Dish's
favorites: 'M About My Mother" (1999), a
film about a mother whose teen boy is
killed in an accident. She's surrounded

. by strange characters including an aging
lesbian actress, a pregnant nun and a
transgender prostitute.

"Bad Education," starring GAEL
GARCiA BERNAL, was a huge hit
among every queen Dish knows,
especially because of yummy Bernal's
exquisite drag performance.

Almodovar headed to the Cannes Film
Festival, running from May 17-28, where
he was premiering his newest film
"Volver" (that's "Return" for you non-
Spanish speaking types).

Things are looking good for the gay
Spaniard's new flick if the review from
England's the Guardian is any indication

. of the reception.
"With overwhelming richness, color and

warmth, Pedro Almodovar's new movie
has captured the hearts of everyone at
Cannes," writes critic Peter Bradshaw. "It
is easily the best film in competition so far,
and one surely in line for a big prize."
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John's going weird
While ELTON JOHN's music might

have launched his career and fame, it
seems that everything else in his life is
what keeps him in the headlines. Between
failing sitcoms and cursing like an old
sailor, John continues to make his mark
on pop culture.

News sources, especially those across
the pond, are all a-twitter that a pilot

John produced for ABC
hasn't been picked up.

The show was
called "Him and Us"
and starred
ANTHONY HEAD
(from "Buffy the
Vampire Slayer") as a
flamboyant aging
rocker and "Sex and

Elton John the City's" KIM

Gael Garcfa Bernal (left) poses with gay filmmaker
Pedro Almod6var, who won one of Spain's top arts
awards. (Photo by Gina Gayle/AP) .

CATIRALL as his manager.
News of the sitcom's cancellation

came shortly on the heels of John's
diatribe against photographers during an
awards ceremony at the Cannes Film
Festival on May 21. John was presenting
the Chopard award for young actors
(named after Chopard jewelers who host a
party at Cannes) to KEVIN ZEGERS, the
young cutie from "Transamerica."

As John was handing the award to the
young actor, photographers began calling
out and interrupting him.

" If you saw 'Transamerica' ... I'm
talking, you fuckwit, fucking photogra-
phers," John railed, according to Reuters.
"You should be shot, you should be all shot."

Never cross an old queen.

Sweet talking mobster
Actor JOE GANNASCOLI who plays gay

Vito on HBO's "The Sopranos" was profiled
on May 22 by the New York Observer. In the
article, he talked about the feedback he's
gotten for playing a gay mobster.

"I got guys in my neighborhood
who now give me dirty looks,"

he told the Dbserver.
"I had a guy come
after me in a club
after doing that
[blowjob] scene. And
he was yelling stuff
like 'You're a
cocksucker!' and this

Joe Gannascoli and that. I was like,
'Who the fuck is that?'

And they said, 'That's so-and-so's nephew, he
just got out.' I was like, 'Well, he's a moron.'''

Gannascoli, who originally approached
the show's producers about making his
character gay, also said that he's never had a
problem with gay people and doesn't mind .
hanging out with gay friends at local bars.

"They're fucking fun guys, what's the
fucking big deal?" Gannascoli said.

Dish loves a rough-talking Italian.'

G Send comments, suggestions to
Dish@houstonvoiCt!-com
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Aries (March 21-April19):
Nicole Kidman is engaged to
cute country star Keith

'" Urban. Youthink this is great,
You've been rooting for Nicole to beat her
ex, Tom Cruise, to the altar. You've also
been hoping that she decides to transform
into a redhead again instead of the pale
and washed out blonde she's become. As
the moon and Venus get friendly, many of
your wishes may come true.I~ITaurus (Apcil20·M"Y 20) Sic

Paul McCartney is separating
from his wife, Heather Mills.
They've been married for four

years but are said to have had many bit-
ter feuds. With Venus entering sour sign,
you're focused on the bottom line in a
relationship, too. If things areh't work-
ing, admit it. What made you think that
hooking up with a porn star was going to
provide you with long-term stability and
affection? Get real.

Ifll Gemini (May 21,)""" 21), Bruce
Willis is carrying on with a girl-
friend half his age. He costars
with Tamara Feldman in his

forthcoming movie, "Perfect Stranger," and
the two had major chemistry while filming,
Do you think he's trying to pull off his own
Demi Moore/Ashton Kutcher arrangement?
The new moon is inspiring you to act more
lively,too. Dating somebody 25 years younger
might help, unless you're 25yourself. Don't
date a fetus. They're notoriously needy.

~

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
,~ Britney Spears posted on her
~ website that she's no longer

studying Kabbalah because "My
baby is my religion." But the controversial
faith doesn't lack converts. Keira Knightley
has been photographed wearing a red string
bracelet promoted by Kabbalahists as protec-
tion from the evil eye. Can it shield you from
clingy exes who won't leave you alone?
Jupiter has you fending off a former flame
who refuses to accept the "former" part.

J

<
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The Lipstick Mystic™I~ILibra (Sept. zso«, Zl), Pamela

Anderson has some dietary
advice to help your sex life. .
"For your best orgasm ever, go

vegetarian," she says. So lose the Whopper
and get going with the tofu, already! The sun
is encouraging you to drop negative habits.
Stop smoking for real. See if you can get
down to two beers a day. And if you're really
serious about your mental health, kick your
'American Idol" addiction.IIf I Scorpio (Oct. 24-N"" 21), llille

Berry and Benicio Del Toro are
, going to costar in the drama

"Things We Lost in the Fire." '
You're glad Halle is still getting some good
parts, despite her campy turns as Catwoman
and the X-Men's weather conjuror Storm. As
Venus moves opposite your sign, you're feel-
ing stranded in B-movie territory. Keeping
looking for venues where you can show off
those Oscar-winning talents.1~1_"'(Nov.22-De<. 21),French actress Audrey Tautou

has said she's worried about
losing her anonymity after

moviegoers watch her performance in "The
DaVinci Code." You can't figure out why
she's concerned. Doesn't she want paparazzi
filming her every burp until she's 50, like
they'll do with Lindsay Lohan, Jennifer
Lopez and Jessica Simpson? Who wouldn't
revel in that kind of life? The moon is accen-
tuating your wonderfully sarcastic self.

~

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Lindsay Lohan seemed visi-
bly wasted when Matt Lauer
interviewed her on the

"Today" show ..Mean while, her family
keeps getting arrested. Her father was
jailed on charges of drunk driving. Now
her uncle has been arrested for theft. He
allegedly stole $646,900 from a: fund creat-
ed for victims of 9/11. Does this clan need
to start cleaning up its act, or what?
Venus is activating your inner Puritan.

I .•••.. I Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.18):

**1:7***
Hollywood

Bistro & Cafe
COME IN FOR OUR BREAKFAST

Early or Late Night!

Open for breakfast 9am-12pm/M-F
9am-2pm/Sat. & Sun:
Open late night from 1Opm - to close - fP~~il~~
THIS WEEK'S·,o" ,'"
BREAKFAST SPECIAL' 99e ((.
Choice of: c:: ::::;:;>~ -

- Hot Belgian Waffle & ~
Syrup or Freshly made
Biscuit & Pepper Gravy . y a,.
* With purchase of a drink , / Qt

,

ew Location, Attitude,
Same Great Music. .

Salsa, Cumbia, Merengue
Weekly Friday & Saturday Shows

With Emcee

••onleA.J ••__



er feu<I8."Wltl1Venus entering your sign,
you're focused on the bottom line in a
relationship, too. If things aren't work-
ing, admit it. What made you think that
hooking up with a porn star was going to
provide you with long-term stability and
affection? Get real.IJlI Gemini (May 21,)uno 21),""",

WIllis is carrying on with a girl-
friend half his age. He costars
with Tamara Feldman in his

forthcoming movie, "Perfect Stranger," and
the two had major chemistry while filming.
Do you think he's trying to pull off his own
Demi Moorel Ashton Kutcher arrangement?
The new moon is inspiring you to act more
lively,too. Dating somebody 25years younger
might help, unless you're 25 yourself. Don't
date a fetus. They're notoriously needy.

~

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
~ ~ Britney Spears posted on her

'I websi~e that she's no longer
studying Kabbalah because "My

baby is my religion." But the controversial
faith doesn't lack converts. Keira Knightley
has been photographed wearing a red string
bracelet promoted by Kabbalahists as protec-
tion from the evil eye. Can it shield you from
clingy exes who won't leave you alone?
Jupiter has you fending off a former flame
who refuses to accept the "former" part.I_I Leo (July 23-_ 22), Christina

Aguilera poses almost naked in
the new GQ, and you couldn't

. care less. Vanity Fair has
Anderson Cooper on its cover, and this
barely merits a' yawn. A Venus square is
making you disenchanted. Those old turn-
ons just aren't doing it for you anymore.
You no longer give a rat's behind whether
someone has bling or drives a hot car.
You'll get your enthusiasm back for the
important things before long.111Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept.22),Donald

Trump is going to phase down
the cycles of "The Apprentice."
The show will air just once in

'lffi7.Thank God. You've had Trump's "You're
fired" replaying in your head ever since you
were laid off from your position as assistant
fryer at Wendy's. Your whole money sector
has been disastrous for months. Fortunately,
Mercury is assuming a lucky position, bring-
ing you fInancial improvement.

parts, despite her campy turns as Catwoman
and the X-Men's weather conjuror Storm. As
Venus moves opposite your sign, you're feel-
ing stranded in B-movie territory. Keeping
looking for venues where you can show off
those Oscar-winning talents.I~I Sagittarius (Nov. 22~"", 21),

French actress Audrey Tautou
has said she's worried about
losing her anonymity after

moviegoers watch her performance in "The
DaVinci Code." You can't figure out why
she's concerned. Doesn't she want paparazzi
filming her every burp until she's 50, like
they'll do with Lindsay Lohan, Jennifer
Lopez and Jessica Simpson? Who wouldn't
revel in that kind of life? The moon is accen-
tuating your wonderfully sarcastic self.

[5J Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Lindsay Lohan seemed visi-
bly wasted when Matt Lauer
interviewed her on the

"Today" show. Meanwhile, her family
keeps getting arrested. Her father was
jailed on charges of drunk driving. Now
her uncle has been arrested for theft. He
allegedly stole $646,900 from a:fund creat-
ed for victims of 9/11. Does this clan need
to start cleaning up its act, or what?
Venus is activating your inner Puritan.

I ~ I Aquarms (Jan. 2I).F,b.18)0
Axl Rose says that there will
be a new Guns 'N' Roses
album out by the end of the

year. Does anybody care about this old
hair band anymore? Mercury is prompt-
ing you to ditch nostalgia and focus on
the future. You can't wait to get on a
space shuttle and broadcast a perform-
iillce with your band from the moon. In
the meantime, submit footage of yourself
playing air guitar to YouTube.com.I~IPisces (F'b. 19.M,,,h 20)

~, Jennifer Garner will starV" opposite Jamie Foxx in a
. . dead serious drama called

"The Kingdom." It's about time for
Jennifer to get working after giving
birth to Ben Affleck's little Violet.
Mars in friendly water sign Cancer is
making you gung-ho about taking on
new challenges. You will get up out of
bed and find a job, no matter what your
mom says.

BREAKFAST SPECIAL *
Choice of:

Hot Belgian Waffle &
Syrup or Freshly made
Biscuit & Pepper Gravy

* With purchase of a drink

Now Serving

Margaritas
Open Tuesday

thru Thur.
5pm - 2am

Fridgy & Sunday
5pm -4am

Saturday 5pm-5am

•

~'

<
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Singer-songwriter Ari Gold joins ?th annual Aquafest
ARI GOLD, continued from Page 1

Los Angeles, where he is recording tracks
for his third album. "There have been
moments where I've run the risk of people
dismissing my music or dismissing my mes-
sage because all they see is a sexy image,
and they don't really bother to look further."

Dig just a little deeper, and it's clear that
Gold is passionate - and purposeful-
about his music career. He released his self-
titled debut disc in 2001, an intimate collec-
tion of tracks recorded between 1996and
2000. It went on to earn the 2002 Outmusic
Award for Outstanding Debut CD.

2004's "Space Under Sun" was released
on the singer's own Gold18 Records and fea-
tured production from Desmond Child, who
has worked with-everyone from Cher to
Ricky Martin. The disc offered a slick, soul-
ful melange of sounds, capped by the exqui-
site title track. The song was also included
on "The Katrina CD," a Houston-based ben-
efit disc. (More info at www.katrinacd.com.)

Other standouts on "Space Under Sun"
include "Fan-Tastic," a love letter to
Madonna; "He's On My Team," a cheeky
ode to sexual ambiguity; and a dreamy
cover of Culture Club's "Do You Really
Want to Hurt Me?"

Gold says he is "super-excited" about his
new material. "There's a real sense of direc-
tion as far as what I want to say with this
record," he says. "I just feel like it's strong,
and it's growth, and it's a progression."

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF HIS
career, Gold has been showered with
attention from the gay media that quickly
catapulted him to cover-boy status. He
expertly plays the part, often appearing
shirtless in music videos and during live
performances.

"In 'this day and age, with popular
music, it's always a package," Gold says.
"No one really questions how many pho-
tos shoots Christina Aguilera or Justin
Timberlake have coining out per week. It's

- - .- -

oMORE INFO
Aquafest Gay Cruises
5th Anniversary with An Gold
Saturday, May 27.7 p.m.
Jeffries
710 Pacific St.
No cover
888-919-1126
www.arigold.com

'ijfi.~_

As a child, An Gold sang
commercial jingles and sup-
plied vocals for a variety of

cartoon characters, including
the Cabbage Patch Kids.

~Y."«<V~'~_~'':'X«<'''''«<-;



Award for Outstanding Debut
2004's "Space Under Sun" was released

on the singer's own Gold18 Records and fea-
tured productionjrom Desmond Child, who
has worked wi11¥everyone trom Cher to
Ricky Martin. The disc offered a slick, soul-
ful melange of sounds, capped by the exqui-
site title track. The song was also included
on "The Katrina CD," a Houston-based ben-
efit disc. (More info at www.katrinacd.com.)

Other standouts on "Space Under Sun"
include "Fan-Tastic," a love letter to
Madonna; "He's On My Team," a cheeky
ode to sexual ambiguity; and a dreamy
cover of Culture Club's "Do You Really
Want to Hurt Me?"

Gold says he is "super-excited" about his
new material. "There's a real sense of direc-
tion as far as what I want to say with this
record," he says. "I just feel like it's strong,
and it's growth, and it's a progression."

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF HIS
career, Gold has been showered with
attention from the gay media that quickly
catapulted him to cover-boy status. He
expertly plays the part, often appearing
shirtless in music videos and during live
performances.

"In this day and age, with popular
music, it's always a package," Gold says.
"No one really questions how many pho-
tos shoots Christina Aguilera or Justin
Timberlake have coming out per week. It's
just sort of part of the job, as far as put-
ting yourself out there."

Gold even released a 96-pagecoffee-
table book showcasing his stunning
physique late last year. It was shrewdly
accompanied by an EP of remixes.

The EP's first single, "Love Will Take
Over" cracked the top 40 of Billboard's
Club Play chart; and the accompanying
video bumped Madonna out of the top
spot for two weeks on gay cable station
Logo's "Click List" weekly countdown.

For his part, Gold sees the pretty pack-
age as part of a bigger ultimate goal.

"I didn't have a gay sex symbol when I
was growing up, a sexy pop star who was
out," he says. "I wasn't able to have that
type of fantasy; and I think that helps us.
We get to fantasize about ourselves, and
we get to see ourselves reflected back. To
me, that's - not to get too therapeutic -
psychologically healthy.

"I did make a conscious choice when I
was flrst starting to put out a sexy image. I

was seeing all these random, half-naked boys
in gay magazines - many of whom are
straight models or just people that we don't
really know Why don't we have some half-
naked boys who are actually doing some-
thing, who are actually saying something?"

IT'S A LONG WAYFROM GOLD'S
upbringing as a nice Orthodox Jewish boy.

At age 12, Gold sang back up for Diana
Ross, which he calls, "a huge highlight for
a budding homo like myself." One of his
favorite early gigs, however, was for an

. equally fabulous diva. -
"I'm very proud of having been a voice

of one of the characters on 'Jem and the
Holograms.' I was actually a huge fan of
the show before I got the call to do the
voice," he says. "I played an 8-year-old
Vietnamese girl. That was, of course,
before my voice changed."

Soon enough, music took shape as the
driving force in Gold's life. He wrote his

first song, "Experienced Girl," as a teenag- .
er about someone he was dating at the
time. The pair are still close, though both
eventually came out of the closet. Guess
we all go through phases.

Personal experience continues to
inform Gold's songwriting to this day.

"There are times when I embellish things
for the sake of drama, and there are times
when you might change some details around
or ... you sometimes have to fit things to best
serve what you're trying to say," Gold says.
"But it actually is all very personal."

After graduating from New York
University, Gold began to gig around the city, .
hoping to land a major-label deal. As hard a
task as that is for mainstream singers, being
openly gay - and writing about it - makes
the quest all the more challenging.

i'I don't know if I thought that much·
about how it would be responded to. Once
I did start recording and playing for peo-
ple, that's when I got reactions - both

positive and negative," Gold says.
"I try now to surround myself with peo-

ple who understand what it is I'm trying to
do and understand my vision, to create a
supportive environment around me.

Even so, Gold recently ran into an
unexpected roadblock when a producer on
his forthcoming disc expressed discomfort
with the subject matter of a song.

"I was a little shocked. I thought I was
Past this point in my career. I don't apolo-
gize anymore," Gold says.

"When I was 16 and closeted and dating
girls, I was not writing about being gay. I
was writing about experienced girls. But as
soon as I left high school- Yeshiva; which
is a Jewish parochial school- I came out. I
continued to write songs ... about what was
going on in my life, which is exactly what
I've been doing since I was 16.

"That makes sense to me. As a song-
writer, as an artist, you write from the
truth of your experience."
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Brakes
2314 Washington

713-880-4747

LICENSED MASSAGERENT / HOUSTON
HOUSESHARE SW HOUSTON 3 professionals housemates
required by English owners to rent rooms in great house in beautiful
subdivision in sw Houston. Call nick (713) 773-0763 for details or
email waltonick@aol.com

SHARE / HOUSTON
CYPRESS SFH STRAIGHT male seeking roommate(s). 3)00 sq ft
with own prkg garage, priv BR, BA. run of the house, all utils includ-
ed. $7501mo + $250 sec dep. Call (281) 2;3-1084.

MONTROSE I FAIRVIEW, seeks roo';'mate $425/mo. + utils. 2 BR,
1 BA home. WD. NS/pets. Availlmmed. (713) 523-8197

WATERFRONT ClOSEOUT! HUGE SAVINGS!
June 10th & 11th Waterfront Parcels from $54,900!

Acreage home sites from $39,000'
PLUS PAY NO CLOSING COSTS!

EXC. fiNANCING AVAIL!
BUILDERS FAIR SATURDAY,ON SITE!

HURRY,APPT'S fiLLING fAST'
CALL NOW!1-800-511-2430EXT 343

SUNCREEKESTATES.COM

PETS / SUPPLIES
FOUR PAWS DOGGIE DAYCARE wwwApaws4dogs.com (713)
868-7585. Come have a dog good time.

BODY & SOUL
BRIEF READING BY phone by Miss Lyda Lee. Can advise on all
matters of life. Reconnectwith loved ones and recover lost articles as
well as gain insight to dreams. Call (713) 779-7132.

EMPLOYMENT

SUPflCUTS

~.

steven merrill
STAllON FOR lEASE -
Co~ River Oaks Salon
$200.00 Includes towels
and back bar supplies
LOW DRAMA ENVIRONMENT

832-878-4948
713-522-4115

, thcrapodic .• fWetlim .• JPQrit
~ deel) tinuc « myct/wfapy

.• rl:/(~«fi(m tJIt:n~py

NEW Jteam Room!!!
MoniYOJe Jtudio

7'3-521.5100

OUTGoiNG ENERGETIC PERSON needed for insurance sales &
service in our Heights location. Computer skills needed. a friendly help-
ful attitude is a must. Insurance experience a plus, but willing to train
the right person. Pleasefa/your resume to (281) 987-9888

MASSAGEBUSINESS IS GREAT! Stylist Needed!! Mgmt opports avail! •
THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE Tall, masculine, muscular,

Smiling, energetic, team oriented person. Benefits package. fTlPT state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 years expo incredible, full body
total release! $75. Inner Loop/SW. Mike (713) 963-9603. BODYWORK BY DANHands-On Swedish DeepTissue.Masculine priv,

I brs avail Please contact Cindy at (713) 862·9955 . .0_0.. _ •.__•..-.-. ~I....!:.I~." ,. . djscr~LMDntrrn:A..It:Y~tiDn_ln/Out_hr..c::.....Q.::.m,,-1.0Ilm_'_7_1~LQ5.]~1.m!1

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

o
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with own prkg garage, priv SR, SA, run of the house, 'a"1Iutils incl~d-
ed. $750/mo + $250 seedep. Call (281) 213-3084.

MONTROSE / FAIRVIEW, seeks roommate $425/mo. + utils. 2 BR,
1 BA home. WD. NS/pets.Availlmmed. (713) 523-8197.

WATERFRONT CLOSEOUT!HUGE SAVINGS!
June 10th & 11th Waterfront Parcels from $54,900!

Acreage home sites from $39,0001
PLUS PAY NO CLOSING COSTS!

EXC. FINANCING AVAIL!
BUILDERS FAIR SATUROAY,ON SITE!

HURRY,APPT'S FILLING FASTI

CALL NOW! 1-80()-511-2430EXT 343
SUNCREEKESTATES.COM

PETS / SUPPLIES
FOUR PAWS DOGGIE DAYCARE wwwApaws4dogs.com (713)

'868-7585. Come have a dog good time.

BODY & SOUL
BRIEF READING BY phone by Miss Lyda Lee. Can advise on all
matters of life. Reconnect with loved ones and recover lost articles as
well as gain insight to dreams. Call (713) 779-7132.

EMPLOYMENT

SUPflCUTS
BUSINESS IS GREAT! Stylist Needed!! Mgmt opports avail!

Smiling, energetic, team oriented person. Benefits package, FTlPT

hrs avail. Pleasecontact Cindy at (713) 862-9955

infra·
struc- I~
lure,_

~OM
Gu<.fTo
SToRMY

~-rHE.
!\,ro\ERIO\rI

EMPIRE
15 IN

A
SIlAN'LE5,

OUTGoiNG ENERGETIC PERSON needed for insurance sales &
service in our Heights location. Computer skills needed, a friendly help-
ful attitude is a must. Insurance experience a plus, but willing to train
the right person. Pleasefa/your resume to (281) 987-9888

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

d2lew,s
MAG
~

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE Tall, masculine, muscular,
state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 years expo Incredible, full body
total release: $75. Inner Loop/SW. Mike (713) 963-9603.

TOTAL TENSION RELEASE, Good looking 25 yo fitness
instructor. Great body, strong hands, discretion assured. - Blake
(281) 702-9778

,
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NBV Jteam Room!!!
MontYOJe Jtudio

7'3-)21.5100

MASSAGE
BODYWORK BY DANHands-On Swedish DeepTIssue.Masculine priv,
discreet, Montrose location. In/Out hrs: 9am-lOpm, (713) 857-1009.

SENSUAL MASSAGE In/Out Calls welcome. Studio centrally locat-
ed in Memorial. 2001bs, 6' Muscular Italian Man. Companion sves
also wel,ome. You won't be disappointed. Rocky (832) 563-3962.

'>1'Afj, wUL;TH~ PEOPLE.MIGKT NoT
HAVE A CHOICE,UN•• S5'TH~ CAN

FONY UP FbR '1l<CI R OWN Bl.ACI<WEI?
"ICR<O:NARIES,1O~D'1ffEM-
snVE:S l'RoM'lfjEo ONE5 HIREP

B;I" HOMElAND SECURITY:iIII1.~-~=?i ;- J."

~"""~IC£, AI Mo A"p.5YDN£y's ...

1'10, II ""'5 :rUS, A POW.,. Po'lAAf. Do"',
RING.THE FACf-rnATl Pl5foR.t.AN6<JAGf."'70
PfDN'"f'TaL )bU A/lOtJr YOU/?1tJrsra> ENP5 Uk£
If PRoV£.S IT DIDN'T ONE or THESE 50Ul - .

"'EAN ANYffiING'R> ME!'" LESS .1loS~ MINIONS .~ ...•.
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BODYWORK
27 YEAR OLD hard body black fitness model, 5"10, 1751bs,
46in chest, 18in arms, 31 in waist. Ready to give you the massage
of your life. Call Paul for an appt (281) 831-3869

PHONE FANTASY
FREE LlV~ HOT GAY CHAT

Man5can-Personals-More!

(563) 843-8884.

18 yrs. +, 24 Hrs.

HOT YOUNG SINGLE guys want to chat with you today. Call 1-888·
494·HUNK. Ratesas low as $1.99 per min. Call now! Adults Only!

t\"REE
Party
Une

HOW TO PLACE
A CLASSIFIED

AD:
BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail:

classifiedS@houstonvoice.com By fax: Fax com-
pleted order form and credit card information to
Houston Classifieds, 888-409-6768. By phone:
Call in with completed order form to 877-863-
1885. By mail: Mail completed order form with

payment to Houston Voice Classifieds. 500
Lovett Blvd. Suite 200, Houston. TX 77006.

In person: Bring completed order form with fXjy-
ment to tre HoosIrn Voire offia!s (M-F.9-5 pm)

500 Lovett Blvd. Suite 200. Houston.

DEADLINES:
Sam Wednesday for online submissions only.

5:30pm Tuesday for all other submissions.



PHONE FANTASY
FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT

ManScan-Personals-More!

(563) 843-8884.

18 yrs. +, 24 Hrs.

HOT YOUNG SINGLE guys want to chat with you today. Call 1-888-
494-HUNK. Rates as low as $1.99 per min. Call now! Adults Only!

HOW TO PLACE
A CLASSIFIED

AD:
BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail:

classifieds@houstonvoice.com By fax: Fax com-
pleted order form and credit card information to
Houston Classifieds. 888-409-6768. By phone:
Call in with completed order form to 877-863-
1885. By mail: Mail completed order form with

payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500
Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77006.

In person: Bring completed order form with p:!y-
ment to the Hoosfrn Voiceoffices(Mf; 9-5 pm)

500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston.

DEADLINES:
Barn Wednesday for online submissions only.

5:30pm Tuesday for all other submissions.

Executive Adult

[r-:~=l~D""'E=O"""f*6r Theatre

14002 Northwest Frwy
(Hwy 290) between
Tidwell &; Fairbanks-

N. Houston
Open 7am til 5 am!

713-462-5100
www.executlveXXXvldeo.com
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YOU ARE CUTE, GOOD IN THE SACK
and in great financial and physical shape,
but if it weren't for me, your car would
never get a tune up, your home would
look like a warehouse and that hot guy
would never have sex with you. When are
you going to grow up?

country! I'd fight for my freedoms, raise a
kid with my boyfriend and pay taxes for
schools for the lesbian neighbor's kids.
How about you?
Bitch Boy responds: Yeah because those
hippies just aren't practical.

TO THE GUY WHO HATES STRAIGHT
love in the gay ghetto: You aren't a bad
person, just stupid. Last time I checked,
we are fighting for our love to be recog-
nized everywhere. Equal is equal, and
nothing less is acceptable.

TO THE GUY LOOKING FOR A
"financially fit gay man willing to pay the
bills without it being a sugar daddy deal":
Apparently you never learned that
nothing in life is free.

AVERAGE Guy~mON'T THINK YOU'RE
superficial for being good looking. We fig-
ure that out after you open your conceited
mouth and "shoot people down."

I'VE BEEN WORKING OUT FOR HALF
my life and changed my body from skinny
kid to well-built man. And yet invariably
some fat guy claims I only did it with
steroids. If I had been on steroids, I would
have knocked you on your rude ass!

HIPPIES, WAKE UP! MUSLIMS HATE
us, the pope hates us, straight people only
treat us like lapdogs. We need our own

TO THE GUY WHO SAYS THERE
aren't Asian tops and they're all effemi-
nate: My partner of two years is Asian

Am I the only guy in my 40s
who likes guys my 'own age?
Come on, men, act your age
and let the kids enjoy their
youth while it lasts.

and a total top. Oh and he's quite mascu-
line as well, and well endowed. So much
for stereotypes!

TO THE GUY WHO THINKS ALL
Asians are effeminate bottoms: racist much?

FACE IT, IF AVERAGE GUYS DIDN'T
hit on you so-called great looking guys, you
would all get cramps from constantly flex-
ing in the bars. We're doing you a favor.
Bitch Boy responds: Further proof that
bitter isn't pretty, it's average-looking.

YOU MAY HAVE AVERAGE LOOKS,
. build and endowment, but if you're a
decent person and doing something pro-
ductive with your life, then you're one of
the true hotties.

TO THE GUY WHO CLAIMED IF OLDER
guys in their 60s and 70s had been more
out and visible, they "wouldn't still be in
the bars today": When they were your age,
that was not an option. It's a lot easier for
gays to be out today - back then it was
close to impossible!

TO THE GUY WHO'LL GIVE GEORGE W
a b.j.: Save it, honey, he doesn't need to be
caught and disgraced, he's already doing a
fine job of that himself.

EVERYONE LOOKS BETTER AFTER
a few drinks, worse the next modling, and way
ugly after a bad relationship. But, if you go for
the heart, everything looks beautiful thereafter.

I'M BITCHING ABOUT MYSELF,
because when I called him by one name, it
turned but it was the wrong name. No sec-
ond date for me.

TO THE GUY WHO WROTE ABOUT
having gay movies with stuff blowing up:
Amen! Forget these lame straight action flicks
and let's make "The Fast & the Fabulous!"

"COMPLICATED" SEEMS TO BE THE
new buzz-word that self-absorbed drama
queens are using to describe their lives.

JUST BECAUSE BUTCHES AR~N'T
in a skirt doesn't mean we don't want to
be kissed all over and held and told we
look good, too.

TO THE BITCH ABOUT "TRIMMED
eyebrows": If I wanted to date a woman, I would-
n't be ga)!Let the breeders trim their hair; I like .
my men to have some semblance of masculinity

EIitors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers,
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. .
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@houstonvoice.com
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TO THE GUY WHO HATES STRAIGHT
love in the gay ghetto: You aren't a bad
person, just stupid. Last time I checked,
we are fighting for our love to be recog-
nized everywhere. Equal is equal, and
nothing less is acceptable.

TO THE GUY LOOKING FOR A
"financially fit gay man willing to pay the
bills without it being a sugar daddy deal":
Apparently you never learned that
nothing in life is free.

AVERAGE GUYS-DON'T THINK YOU'RE
superficial for being good looking. We fig-
ure that out after you open your conceited
mouth and "shoot people down."

I'VE BEEN WORKING OUT FOR HALF
my life and changed my body from skinny
kid to well-built man. And yet invariably
some fat guy claims I only did it with
steroids. If I had been on steroids, I would
have knocked you on your rude ass!

HIPPIES, WAKE UP! MUSLIMS HATE
us, the pope hates us, straight people only
treat us like lapdogs. We need our own

TO THE GUY WHO SAYS THERE
aren't Asian tops and they're all effemi-
nate: My partner of two years is Asian

lITt on you so-calIe<l greaf100Ring guys, you
would all get cramps from constantly flex-
ing in the bars. We're doing you a favor.
Bitch Boy responds: Further proof that
bitter isn't pretty, it's average-looking.

YOU MAY HAVE AVERAGE LOOKS,
build and endowment, but if you're a
decent person and doing something pro-
ductive with your life, then you're one of
the true hotties.

TO THE GUY WHO CLAIMED IF OLDER
guys in their 60s and 70s had been more
out and visible, they "wouldn't still be in
the bars today": When they were your age,
that was not an option. It's a lot easier for
gays to be out today - back then it was
close to impossible!

"COMPLICATED" SEEMS TO BE THE
new buzz-word that self-absorbed drama
queens are using to describe their lives.

JUST BECAUSE BUTCHES AREN'T
in a skirt doesn't mean we don't want to

. be kissed all over and held and told we
look good, too.

TO THE BITCH ABOUT "TRIMMED
eyebrows": If I wanted to date a woman, I would-
n't be gay Let the breeders trim their hair; I like
my men to have some semblance of masculinity

Edtors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers,
about gay life'slittle annoyances, and the big ones, too.
Got a bitch?
Call HIOO-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@houstoovocom
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