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CELEBRATING OVER 10 YEARS OF KEEPING HOUSTON SMILING!

UNCOMPROMISING
EXCELLENCE in DENTISTRY

BAYOU GILY

Dr. Marcus
de Guzman
Dr. Cynthia Corral

Voted Best Male Dentist: Marcus de Guzman | Voted Best Female Dentist: Cynthia Corral e -, 20;

FREE Whitening- for Life!

Veneers, Implants, Esthetic Fillings & Smile Makeover | In House Financing
Your Dentist is Certified in Oral Conscious Sedation | Most Insurance Accepted

BAYOU CITY SMILES Arts District @ Sawyer Yards
Cosmetic & General Dentistry YOUR @D@NTISTS 2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150
713.518.1411 Houston, TX 77007

BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM
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WHERE YOU
FILL MAKES
A DIFFERENCE

Free delivery, expert staff, online refills—these are the

basics you should expect from your pharmacy. We've
got the basics covered, and so much more.

¥ Financial Assistance

¥ LGBTQ+ Care and Support

¥ Gender Care

¥ PrEP and STD Expertise

¥ Community Education & Awareness

¥ Personal, Compassionate Care

nnnnnnnn

When you fill your prescriptions with
Avita, you can feel good knowing
you're helping support your
community and the mission of

You're more

than just a prescription,
and that's why we're more
than just a pharmacy.



DO YOU OR YOUR PARTNER
SUFFER FROM SNORING OR FEELING
TIRED AFTER A FULL NIGH'T’S SLEEP?

CALL TODAY FOR A SLEEP APNEA CONSULTATION!

MONTROSE DDS

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

620 West Alabama | Houston, TX 77006
713.529.4364 | MONTROSEDDS.COM

SAMUEL A. Sefpdisdllgr T AUSTIN T,

CARRELL, DDS A Zoom! @vivos FAULK, DDS
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of Texas

CORPORATE PARTNERS - WINNERS

- Amegy Bank, Best Bank

- Chevron, Best Houston Corporate LGBTQ
Diversity Group

- SignatureCare Emergency Center, Best Urgent
or Emergency Care Center; Best Rapid Covid-19
Testing Site

BUSINESS LEVEL MEMBERS - WINNERS
- Dalton DeHart, Favorite Male
Community Photographer

Best Thrift Store
- BUDDY'S, Best Community Bar
- Alley Theatre, Best Regional Theatre
- AIDS Foundation Houston, Favorite HIV/AIDS
Support Organization
- Brooks Ballard, Favorite Male
Real Estate Agent
- Cyber One Solutions, Best Managed
IT Services
- David Alcorta Catering, Best Wedding/Event
Catering Firm; Best Wedding Cake Bakery
- Kimberly Shockley, Best Female
Accountant/Bookkeeper
- Lane Lewis, Best Male Insurance Agent (tie)
- Mad Hat Maven, Best Creative Agency
- Patrick Torma, Best Male Insurance Agent (tie)
- Dr. Roy Rivera Jr, Best Male Physical Therapist
- Shenice Brown, Best Female Insurance Agent
- Shan Randle, Favorite Female
Real Estate Agent

- Out of the Closet/AIDS Healthcare Foundation,

Greater Houston LGBT
Chamber of Commerce

The Greater Houston LGBT Chamber is honored to
be acknowledged as the 2020 OutSmart Magazine Readers’
Choice Award Favorite Local LGBTQ Community Organization.

Congratulations to our Corporate Partners and
Business Level Members that have been recognized as well.

= Chevron % SignatureCare

EMERGENCY CENTER

RUNNERS UP

- Amegy Bank, Best Houston Corporate Diversity
Group; Best Mortgage Company; Most Supportive
Local Business

- EastWest Bank, Best Bank

- Houston Dynamo & Houston Dash, Favorite
Professional Sports Team

- Houston Rockets, Favorite Professional

Sports Team

- Regions Bank, Best Bank

- Shell, Best Houston Corporate Diversity Group

- SignatureCare, Best Covid-19 Testing Site

- United Airlines, Best Airline

- REFUGE Marketing & Consulting,

Best Creative Agency

- Buddy's, Most Supportive Local Business of
the LGBT Community; Best Bar Steak Night, Best
Happy Hour; Favorite Men’s Bar

- Dustin Harwell, Best Male Insurance Agent

- Tammi Wallace, Best Female LGBTQ
Businessperson; Favorite Female Community Hero

- Christyna Lewis, Best Female Financial
Planner/Advisor

- David Alcorta Catering, Best Wedding/Event
Catering Firm,; Best Wedding Cake Bakery

- Heather J. Taylor, Best Female LGBTQ
Businessperson; Favorite Female Community Hero

- Jason Rocha, Best Male Insurance Agent;
Favorite Male Community Hero

- Jennifer Majors Baca, Best Female

Insurance Agency

- Dr. Randy Mitchmore, Best Male Dentist

- Phyllis Frye, Favorite Trans Female Community Hero

- Shane Theriot, Best Male Financial
Planner/Advisor

Become a Member of the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber TODAY and learn more about getting
your business certified as an LGBTQ-owned business at www.houstonlgbtchamber.com.
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SKINCEUTICALS

DR. ROTH

Plastic Surgeon Wy WestAve

GREAT
SKIN
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EASY.

DISCOVER A SERUM AS UNIQUE AS YOU
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wrinkles, fine lines, uneven skin, and acne?
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SKINCEUTICALS
CUSTOM D-O-S-E

Personalized correction designed for your skin

RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY
CUSTOM D-O-S-E* WITH YOUR FIRST
PURCHASE OF $200 OR MORE ($195 value).

NOW OPEN IN RIVER OAKS AT SHOPS AT ARRIVE

2800 KIRBY DR B212 - HOUSTON, TX 77098
(713) 559-9300 = VISIT WESTAVEPLASTICSURGERY.COM/SKINCEUTICALS-SKINLAB
@WESTAVEPLASTICSURGERY
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arginalized
communities
have borne the
brunt of Donald
Trump’s at-
tacks on human
rights since

he was elected
president in 2016. Under four
years of his administration, we've
seen transgender service mem-
bers banned from the military, a
reversal of gender-affirming poli-
cies in public schools, a rollback
of LGBTQhealthcare protections
amidst the COVID-19 pandem-
ic—and that just scratches the
surface.

Ifitisn’t already clear, our civ-
illiberties are at stake in the No-
vember election. After seeing the
harm that can be caused by only
one term of a queerphobic, racist,
and sexist commander in chief,
voting Trump out on November
3 should be an easy decision.
However, there are progressives

SYLVESTER

EDITOR'S NOTE

who hesitate to support Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris because of
their less-than-perfect record
with marginalized communities.
These concerns are valid, and if
elected, Biden and Harris should
continue to be held accountable
for their actions as they work
toward making amends with the
communities they’'ve hurt.

The duo has already made sev-
eral commitments to improve the
lives of disenfranchised Ameri-
cans. One example is the promise
to pass the Equality Act within
their first 100 days in office. That
legislation will reverse several
discriminatory actions from the
Trump-Pence Administration,
and will finally guarantee LGBTQ
people equal protection under
federal law.

The presidential election isn’t
the only important race on the
ballot. State and local elections
have just as much (if not more) of
animpact on our everyday lives.

So be sure you're registered to
vote by October 5, and try your
best to vote early between Octo-
ber 13 and October 30. For alist of
voting locations and hours, visit
harrisvotes.com/PollLocations.
If you're still deciding who to
vote for on some of the down-
ballot races, be sure to check
out our election coverage in this
October 2020 edition. Writer Lil-
lian Hoang has compiled alist of
the 19 Texas candidates endorsed
by the LGBTQ Victory Fund
political advocacy organization,
while writers Ryan Leach, Kim
Hogstrom, and Sam Byrd have
profiled out Houston candidates
Kim Ogg, Michelle Palmer, and
Kelli Johnson, respectively.
Writers Zach McKenzie and
Marene Gustin also sat down
with LGBTQ ally candidates MJ
Hegar, Sri Kulkarni, and Sima
Ladjevardian to discuss their
pro-equality positions.
Alsointhisissue, we cel-

ebrate the winners of our Gayest
& Greatest Readers’ Choice
Awards. Don’t miss our features
on 15 of these winners, each of
whom have made Houston a bet-
ter place through these uncertain
pandemic times. We hope you’ll
also join us for a special evening
online as we show our 2020
winners the love during a virtual
Facebook Live awards ceremony
on Wednesday, October 21, at
7:30 p.m. For more information,
visit facebook.com/
outsmartmagazine.

Remember to go vote,
continue working for change
through grassroots efforts, and
we’ll see you next month!

Lourdes

Zavaleta
MANAGING EDITOR

YOUNG AND MUCH, MUCH MORE —
BECAUSE ALL OF US ARE IN THIS

TURNER

MAYOR

POL. ADV. SYLVESTER TURNER CAMPAIGN

12 OCTOBER 2020 |

OutSmartMagazine.com
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NEWS

Feeding Houston’s
Most Vulnerable

Pride Pantry’'s weekend distributions
at Barcode help those affected by the pandemic.

By LOURDES ZAVALETA

ue to the economic downturn
caused by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, people across the nation have
struggled to make ends meet. And
for quite afew LGBTQ folks—who
face additional hardships and
higher rates of unemployment
compared to the general population—surviving
hasbeen even tougher.

In order to make a difference for Houston’s
queer community, Joe Melton and his friends
launched PRIDE Pantry in August to distribute
non-perishable items, toiletries, and pet food
in the heart of the city’s Montrose gayborhood.
The pantry is open every weekend inside of
Barcode Houston at 817 Fairview on Saturdays
and Sundays between noon and 5 p.m.

Melton, also known as the popular Texas
drag queen Tara Dion, is avice president of
marketing for areal-estate development firm.
As agay Montrose resident, he knows the im-
portance of uplifting his community.

“Montrose has always been a safe haven
[for LGBTQ folks], and even though its borders
have opened up, there are some people who
only feel safe and comfortable [in this part of
town],” Melton says. “It’s important that we
provide [resources] for those individuals, and
let other Houstonians know that people in
Montrose are good citizens.”

Melton says he first thought about helping

14 OCTOBER 2020 | OutSmartMagazine.com

others who were affected by the pandemic
when a Houston friend posted on Facebook
asking for dog food that they could not afford.
Afterlearning that another friend in Dallas
created a distribution box for his neighbors
in need of water and non-perishable items,
Melton and his partner, Keith Gordin, began
planning for a similar project. Melton and
Gordin then shared their idea with about 20
friends, and together they raised $1,500 to buy
groceries and other items to start the Pride
Pantry.

‘While looking for a spot to house the pantry
(which was originally supposed to be basic
shelving that could be put outside), Melton
called for a meeting with bar and restaurant
owner Grey Stephens and asked to use one of
his parkinglots to distribute the resources. “He
said, ‘No, it’s too hot. Let’s do better,” Melton
says. Instead, Stephens offered him space in-
side of Barcode, his LGBTQ club on Fairview.

“Joe was ecstatic,” Stephens says. “Iwas
happy to help. These people came up with an
amazingidea. All T did was unlock the door.”

‘When Melton told artist Crystal Murley
about the pantry, she offered to use her skills
to paint a sign for the Barcode entrance. “I
wanted to create some type of iconic repre-
sentation to put out there and let people know
they’reloved.”

The sign, which took Murley about 40 hours

to create, reads “Pride Pantry” inside of arain-
bow-colored heart inspired by the Pride Flag.
The heart is surrounded by the pink, white, and
blue colors of the transgender Pride flag, with
black and brown representing LGBTQ people
of color. “I wanted the sign to be all-inclusive,”
she says.

Murley notes that the back side of the sign
is a deconstructed version of the same Pride
flag colors, featuring uplifting statements that
read “You are supported” and “We’re in this
together.” “I wanted to include these positive
affirmations because, unfortunately, suicide
rates are increasing right now,” Murley says.
“People are becoming more depressed. I just
wanted them to know that they have some-
where to go where they can get the items they
need, and to let them know that they are loved.”

After purchasing items with the money
they raised, Melton’s Pride Pantry team hosted
asuccessful “stock the pantry” event at Bar-
code prior to their grand opening on August
22 and 23. “Anyone who has been to the bar
knows that the bar top is 40 feet long,” Melton
says. “It was so full that the tables and the pool
table were also covered with donations. It was
overflowing.”

When Pride Pantry opened for the first
time, they welcomed around two dozen people
who picked up resources. Since its launch,
around 30 have visited the pantry each week-
end. The group has worked to keep visitors safe
from COVID-19 by requiring face masks and
social distancing.

Pride Pantry has primarily used Face-
book to share its needs, sign up volunteers,
and promote the resources that they’re giving
away. Occasionally, the group has perishable
food such as eggs and milk that they distribute
while the items last. People can donate to the
pantry on the weekends when it is open.

Going forward, Melton hopes that Pride
Pantry continues to be a vital resource for
Houston’s LGBTQ community. However,
Pride Pantry has started looking for a more
permanent space to house the project now
that Barcode has reopened due to arelaxation
in COVID-19restrictions. “Grey has been
extremely generous, but [he needs] his business
back,” Melton says. “I hope that someone steps
up and is able to provide a space that [will be a
natural fit for the neighborhood].”

Until then, Pride Pantry will continue dis-
tributing resources at Barcode. “We’re going to
keep this going as long as we can,” Melton says.
“So wear a mask, come stop by, and take what
youneed.”

Formore information about Pride Pan-

try’s hours and location, visit facebook.
com/PridePantryHouston. To contact the group
directly, email pridepantry@gmail.com.
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Important Facts About DOVATO

This is only a brief summary of important information about
DOVATO and does not replace talking to your healthcare provider
about your condition and treatment.

What is the most important information I should know

about DOVATQ?

If you have both human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) and

hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side

effects, including:

* Resistant HBV infection. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV
infection before you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and
hepatitis B, the hepatitis B virus can change (mutate) during your treatment
with DOVATO and become harder to treat (resistant). It is not known if
DOVATOQ is safe and effective in people who have HIV-1 and HBV infection.

* Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HIV-1 and HBV infection,
your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A “flare-up”
iswhen your HBV infection suddenly retums in aworse way than before.
Worsening liver disease can be serious and may lead to death.

o Do not run out of DOVATO. Refill your prescription or talk to your
healthcare provider before your DOVATO is all gone.

° Do not stop DOVATO without first talking to your healthcare
provider. If you stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need
to check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several months
to check your liver.

What is DOVATOQ?

DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1

medicines to treat human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) infection

in adults: who have not received HIV-1 medicines in the past, or to

replace their current HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider

determines that they meet certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that

causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known

it DOVATO is safe and effective in children.

Who should not take DOVATO?

Do not take DOVATO if you:

® have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir
or lamivudine.

® take dofetilide.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATQ?

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions,

including if you:

© have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.

® have kidney problems.

® are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO

(dolutegravir) may harm your unborn baby.

° Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different medicine than DOVATO
if you are planning to become pregnant o if pregnancy is confirmed during
the first 12 weeks of pregnancy.

o Ifyou can become pregnant, your healthcare provider will performa
pregnancy test before you start treatment with DOVATO.

° [fyou can become pregnant, you should consistently use effective birth
control (contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

o Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become
pregnant, you become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during
treatment with DOVATO.

® are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you
take DOVATO.

o You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing
HIV-1 to your baby.

o (One ofthe medicines in DOVATO (lamivuding) passes into your breastmilk.

o Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

©?2020 ViiV Healthcare or licensor.
V V DLLADVT200008 August 2020
Healthcare  Produced in USA.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take,
including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and
herbal supplements.

Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a

new medicine.

® You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicings that
interact with DOVATO.

* Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your
healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe
to take DOVATO with other medicines.

What are possible side effects of DOVAT0?

DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

® Those in the “What is the most important information | should
know about DOVATO?” section.

® Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if

you develop a rash with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get

medical help right away if you develop a rash with any of the
following signs or symptoms: fever; generally ill feeling; tiredness;
muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin;
redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue;
problems breathing.

Liver problems. People witha history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an

increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests

during treatment with DOVATO. Liver problems, including liver failure,
also happened in people without a history of liver disease or other risk factors.

Your healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your liver.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get zmy uf the

following signs or symptoms of liver prohlems '

white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or *f

light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomitin A

appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right 5

stomach area.

* Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic =i

is a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your

healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following

symptoms that could be signs of lactic acidasis: 1oy k)

tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain; trouble e ing ’

with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially I » i

dizzy or lightheaded; andj/or a fast or irregular =

Lactic acidosis can also lead to sa\zerE I\wer nralmlﬂms.

lead to death. Your liver may become Ji¢ sl ard

develop fatin your liver (steatosis). Tell ynur healtlm e prnvnd%r rng\ht
away if you get any of the signs or symptoms of liver problems
which are listed above under “Liver problems.” You may be
more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you
are female or very overweight (chese).

® Changes in your immune system {hnmune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen whenyou = ¢ H'.-1 medicines. Your
immune system may get strongerand ;zu 11 1) infections that have
been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider r; 1
away if you start having new symptoms after you start taking DOVATO.

® The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache;
nausea; diarrhea; trouble sleeping; tiredness and et

These are not all the possible side effects 1w 210 \ your doctor for
medical advice about side effects.
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1-844-588-3288 (toll-free) o1
@ Monday-Friday, 8AM-11PM (ET) VivComect.com
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Why could DOVATO be right for you? DOVATO is proven
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proven as effective as an HIV treatment with 3 or 4 medicines.
Learn more about fewer medicines at DOVATO.com

DOVATO is a complete prescription regimen to treat HIV-1

in adults who have not received HIV-1 medicines in the past
or to replace their current HIV-1 medicines when their doctor
determines they meet certain requirements.

Results may vary.
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call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Where can | find more information?

® Talk to your healthcare provider
or pharmacist.
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et FDA-approved labeling.
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Ask your doctor about DOVATO.
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MONEY SMART
By GRACE S. YUNG, CFP

Facing a
Long-Term
Job Loss?

Here's what you need to do to
keep your finances on track.

Over the past several

months, millions of people

have been laid off—either

temporarily or permanent-

ly—asaresult of COVID-19.

Unemployment has hit the
Houston area particularly hard, as there are
many who work in the energy industry and for
the United Airlines Houston hub.

Asthe coronavirus crisis continues to
impact our daily lives, there are many people
who will have no job to go back to, even after a
vaccine has been developed.

Losing ajob can be atraumatic experience,
and not just from a financial standpoint. The
loss of aregular paycheck can be just the tip of
the iceberg, since many people define them-
selves inlarge part by their careers.

For instance, when you leave a job, it could
also mean that you will soon lose your health
insurance benefits, as well as the ability
to continue making contributions into an
employer-sponsored retirement plan (such as
a401k) that may include employer matching
contributions.

Even worse, if you don’t have an emergency
fund in place, you may have to start dipping
into your savings just to pay your monthly liv-
ing expenses. So a current job layoff can have
quite anegative impact on your future retire-
ment savings and lifestyle.

Financial and Insurance Options

Stepping away from your employer (wWhether
it’s permanently or temporarily) can mean
having to make some important financial and
insurance-related decisions. These will typi-
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cally revolve around income, financial protec-
tion, and ongoing expenses.

Income

Since the loss of a job means losing some or all
of your household’s incoming cash flow, it is
essential to determine where you can access
funds to pay your bills until you are gainfully
employed again. Possible options for incoming
funds include:

* Unemployment benefits

» A severance, if applicable

« Interest or dividends from your

investments

* Potential tax-free withdrawal from life

insurance cash value

* Your emergency fund (if you have one)

* Aloan or withdrawal from your employer-

sponsored retirement plan

In all of these cases, it is important for you
to understand the trade-offs that might need to
be made. For instance, if you withdraw money
from a qualified retirement account, you may
be required to repay those funds.

Likewise, if you receive money in the form
of awithdrawal or income stream from certain
types of accounts, you could also owe income
or capital-gains taxes on some (or even all) of
the amount you receive.

The CARES Act was putin place to offer
individuals some relief from taxes and penal-
ties this year, if their withdrawals are due to
coronavirus hardships.

Insurance Coverage
Another area of concern is the financial
protection you have in place for health-related

needs. As an example, if you were a participant
in an employer-sponsored health insurance
plan, you (and your spouse, partner, and/or
others who are also on the plan) could face
some substantial risks if you go without this
coverage.

One possible option here could be to apply
for COBRA coverage. This federal Consoli-
dated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act
allows employees to continue their employer-
provided health insurance after they are laid
off or fired, or when they otherwise become
ineligible for benefits if they quit or have their
hours reduced below the employer’s minimum
toreceive benefits.

If you are not eligible for coverage un-
der COBRA, another alternative could be to
purchase health insurance protection through
your state’s health insurance exchange that
was established by the Affordable Care Act.

Expenses and Budgeting

Reducing some of your expenses can also help
you to get through a financial crunch more eas-
ily. In this case, you need to determine which
of your ongoing monthly expenses are needs
versus wants.

For instance, most people must continue
paying housing expenses such as rent or
mortgage and utilities. Likewise, your food,
medications, and toiletries would fit into the
“needs” category.

But other costs such as entertainment,
personal travel, and dining out may have to
be cut back (or even eliminated altogether),
even ifjust temporarily. Other ways to reduce
your monthly expenses include shopping for


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

lower-priced auto insurance, canceling vari-
ous memberships, and sticking to alist while
shopping (which can help to eliminate impulse
purchases).

The Job Layoff Checklist

‘When the regular income stream from your job
suddenly stops, it can be difficult to know what
you should do first. Therefore, it is beneficial to
go through a job layoff checklist to make sure
that you don’t miss any of the key steps:

To-Do Item

0 Apply for unemployment benefits

0 Apply for COBRA or other
health insurance coverage

0 Determine ways that you can reduce your
monthlyliving expenses

0 Update your household budget to reflect your
post-layoffincome and expenses

0 Check into possible loan options
(if necessary) from your employer-sponsored
retirement plan

[ Visit with a financial planner to discuss
whether or not it makes sense for you to leave
your employer-sponsored retirement funds,
such as a401(k) or 403(b) account, at your
former employer, roll it over to a future em-
ployer plan, or roll it over to a personal IRA.

0 Update your résumé and begin searching for
anew job

Updating Your Financial Plan
Evenifyoualready have afinancial plan in
place, the changing economy and the vola-

tile stock market could make that particular
strategy—as well as the financial tools you
have in it—out of date. This is particularly true
if you have also experienced other major life
changes such as marriage or divorce, the birth
or adoption of a child, or the purchase or sale
of ahome.

If you haven’t yet created a financial plan,
now is the perfect time to do so. That way,
you’ll know what steps you need to take in
order to move closer to your short- and long-
term financial objectives in our “new normal”
economic environment.

Establishing a working relationship with
an LGBTQ or LGBTQ-friendly financial advi-
sor can also help you work toward a plan that
makes sense for you and your loved ones.

Grace S. Yung, CFP © is a Certified Financial
Planner practitioner with experience in
helping LGBT individuals, domestic partners,
and families plan and manage their finances
since 1994. She is the managing director at
Midtown Financial Group, LLC, in Houston.
Yung can be reached at grace.yung@Ipl.com.

4\ HOUSTON BEHAVIORAL

HEALTHCARE HOSPITAL

Checkin on YOUR

mental wellness.
It’s OK to ask for HELP!

AVAILABLE NOW

Warship Online
with St. Paul's

Sundays at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

www.stpaulshouston.org
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UNAPOLOGETICALLY TRANS

By MONICA ROBERTS

Voting Is Essential

Our human rights are on the November 3 ballot.

During my lifetime, there have

been presidents I couldn’t

stand. Nixon was that POTUS

for my teenage self. I also

despised Ronald Reagan and
his dog-whistle racism.

But Donald Trump is on another level. I
despise his racist and transphobic behind to
the point that my mission in this 2020 political
cycle is to make him a one-term occupant of
the White House, and punish at the polls every
Republican who has colluded with him.

Italso doesn’t help thatliterally everything
I care about as aliberal, progressive person
is on the ballot. Health care is on the ballot.
Women’s rights are on the ballot. Police reform
is on the ballot. A fairer economy is on the
ballot. Human rights are on the ballot.

Andyes, TBLGQrights are on the ballot.

The clock is inexorably ticking toward the
2020 November election. If you’re not regis-
tered to vote in the Lone Star State, you have
until October 5 to do so. Early votingis start-
ing on October 13, unless the reprehensible
Steven Hotze’s lawsuit to eliminate the extra
six days of early voting (added by Governor Ab-
bott back in July) is successful.

Early voting is scheduled to end on October
30. During the early-voting period, seven
24-hour voting locations will also be available
from 7 a.m. on October 29 until 7 p.m. on
October 30. They are scattered around Harris
County at NRG Arena, Kashmere Gardens
Multi-Service Center, McGovern Texas
Medical Center Commons, East Harris County
Activity Center, Tracy Gee Community Center,

Juergen’s Hall Community Center, and at
the Victory Houston church.

Harris County will also have nine
drive-thruvoting centers scattered across
the area: NRG Arena Blue Lot 16, Toyota
Center Parking Garage, Fallbrook Church,
Kingdom Builders Center, Houston
Food Bank, HCC West Loop, HCC Alief
Bissonnet, Humble Civic Center, and
Resurrection MCC.

Toyota Center will also be a Harris
County voting center for the 2020 election.
It will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. October
13-30 and on November 3, and parking in
the Toyota Center garage will be free.

Yes, people, this November 3 election
is that serious. Itis the most important
election of not only my 58 years on this
planet, but in American history.

Some of you may be upset that Joe
Biden ended up being the Democratic
nominee instead of the candidate you
were supporting. Joe Biden, however, is
now the only man standing between the
American people and Trump’s fascist
American dictatorship. You may think that’s
hyperbole, but those of you who have been
paying attention to this misadministration
for the last four years know that itisn’t.

It’s not simply Joe Biden vs. Donald
Trump. It’s democracy vs. dictatorship. It’s
the question of whether the United States
survives as a democratic republic.

Monica Roberts is the founding editor of the
GLAAD award-winning blog TransGriot.
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ast month, there was a big
rumor going around that
Donald Trump had gone to

the hospital one night, unan-
nounced and with no com-
ment, because he was having
astroke. Of course, that would
have marked the first time
that Trump had done anything
with no comment.

Trump said he was actu-
ally just finishing his yearly physical, and then
proceeded to describe the mental test that he
thought the doctors gave him to confirm his
very-stable-genius IQ score. (For those of you
following along, it was actually the test they
give people who show up in the emergency
room thinking they’ve had a stroke.)

A trustworthy New York Times reporter,
Michael Schmidt, reports in his new book that
when Trump made this unexpected hospital
visit, “Word went out in the West Wing for the
vice president to be on standby.”

So Vice President Mike Pence hides out
from reporters for a day or two, and then
says that he “doesn’t recall” if he was put on
standby during Trump’s visit to Walter Reed
Hospital.

Okay, so do yathink maybe it was Pence
who had the stroke?

Anyway, here’s how that Pence presidential
standby drill could have played out:

A guyinaplainblack suit comes to Pence’s
home at the Naval Observatory one night and
says, “Dude, go take off those plaid Bermuda
shorts and that Jesus Loves Me, Only Me
T-shirt. They just took Trump to the hospital,
and you may have to take over as president.”

You know for a fact that Pence tinkled in
those plaid Bermuda shorts while “Mother”
(which is what he calls his wife) stripped down
to her birthday suit and bounced her boobies
all the way up the grand staircase yelling,
“Pack your bags, Melania, you shameless gold-
digger!”

I’'m betting that if you were next in line for
the keys to the White House, this is something
you would damn sure remember. And I'll place
asecond bet that there were plenty of eyewit-
nesses to this crisis.

So instead of lying his butt off, Pence just
said, “I don’trecall.” That’s telling a lie where
you can’t get caught, which is the very worst
kind oflie.

So here’s my message to our vice president:
Mike, since you’re one of those New-Im-
proved-Super-Deluxe-Brand Christians, you
need to admit that Jesus knows you lied.

And speaking of lies, Bob Woodward’s
new book, Rage, describes Trump’s excuse for
lying to the American people in March about
the deadly coronavirus: “I don’t want to jump
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LEFT OUT
By SUSAN BANKSTON

The Trump

Administration
Is Full of Lies

As if you needed more reasons to vote.

up and down and start screaming, ‘Death!
Death!”

Think about that for a second, would you
please? Darlin’, running around hollering
“Death! Death!” has been Trump’s favorite
game for the last three years. He thrives on
creating constant panic. This is the man who
screams at the top of his lungs about caravans
of migrant invaders, Antifa, anarchist football
players taking a knee, the end of suburbia, Chi-
na, and the failing New York Times. He wants
you to believe that any one of these scourges
will kill you dead and eat you for dinner.

And now, suddenly, we’re supposed to
believe that our president didn’t want to worry
us and cause a panic?

According to Trump, it’s been Zombie
Apocalypse every day for three and a half
years. Then along comes a worldwide pan-
demic, and he told us it would disappear when
itwarmed up in April.

It’s true that you don’t want to yell fire in
a crowded theater. However, it is perfectly ap-
propriate to yell fire in a crowded theater when
the damn theater is on fire.

There is some guy on the YouTube

machine—alifelong Republican who voted
for Trump—who won’t vote for Trump

this time because, after much thought and
consideration, he now realizes that Trump
is cruel.

Cruel? Really? I think that’s become
an official tenet of the Republican Party.
No more of W. Bush’s “compassionate con-
servatism” for them. (Didn’t that idea last
about three months before W. moved on to
something else?)

So what’s the moral to this story? Vote.
And not just for Joe Biden.

If we Texans want to see economic
justice, it is vitally important that we elect
four Democratic women to the currently
all-Republican Texas Supreme Court.
Write these names on a piece of paper and
take them with you to the polls: Staci Wil-
liams, Amy Clark Meachum, Kathy Cheng,
and Gisela Triana. If you forget your piece
of paper, justlook for the races that say
Texas Supreme Court and vote for the
women with (D) after their names.

Until next time, I hope your Halloween
costumes are scary-adorable.
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SMART HEALTH

Coming Out about Depression

Mental health issues can continue to impact openly LGBTQ people.

ctober 11 marks the celebration of
National Coming Out Day, when
LGBTQ people across the country
pause to reflect on the significance
of openly identifying as a member
of their community. It’s a time to
think about how personally mean-
ingful it can be to step more fully into authen-
ticity, and also acknowledge the cultural and
political importance of this brave act.

October also marks the observance of
World Mental Health Day, which brings aware-
ness to the global impact of mental-health
conditions, and aims to encourage nonjudg-
mental conversations about the importance of
diagnosis, treatment, and access to care.

While thinking about these two October
observances, it might be easy to imagine that
coming out will quickly remove the psychologi-
cal distress of being in the closet. That’s cer-
tainly the case for many, but not all coming-out
stories have happy endings. In fact, many LG-
BTQ people continue to struggle with illnesses
like depression even after coming out.

‘When we hear the word “depression,” we
might think of a person with overwhelming
sadness or uncontrollable crying spells. But the
effects of depression can vary quite a bit from
person to person. Someone you know could be
showing much more subtle signs of depression,
and they might well benefit from additional
support or mental-health assessment and
treatment.

Having Feelings Is Okay

We all experience a variety of emotions in
response to past and present life events. Hap-
piness, frustration, surprise, and even sadness
are all a part of the range of feelings that hu-
man beings have. Emotional ups and downs oc-
cur so many times throughout the day that we
barely even recognize it. Having a wide range
of emotions (including experiences of sadness)
doesn’t mean you are depressed. It means you
are human. It may help to remember that this
year has tested our emotional resilience in
unprecedented ways as we cope with social
unrest and a deadly pandemic.
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By DARYL SHORTER, MD

It's Not Just ‘Sadness’
‘While people commonly equate depression
with simply “feeling sad,” the psychiatric
condition Major Depressive Disorder or MDD
(sometimes referred to as “clinical depres-
sion”) refers to a specific collection of physical
and psychological symptoms that accompany
asignificant and persistent decline in mood.
This dip in a person’s mood can be experienced
as simply feeling “down,” or it might also
manifest as being easily irritated, bothered by
small things, snapping at people, or becoming
impatient.

Although sadness or achange in mood
is the primary symptom, it is the associated
physical and mental symptoms thatlead to
adiagnosis of Major Depressive Disorder. In
MDD, sadness occurs alongside changes in
sleep or appetite, diminished ability to concen-
trate and focus on tasks, low energy, or feeling
physically sluggish, run down, or perhaps
agitated. Feelings of guilt, worthlessness,
hopelessness, or helplessness can overtake the
emotional experience and become overwhelm-
ing. Hobbies and activities that were once
enjoyable may no longer be of interest or as fun
as they once were.

For some, feelings of apathy may predomi-
nate. In those cases, people may describe their
mood as persistently “blah.” Although not

always seen in MDD, some people experience
persistent thoughts about self-harm or even
suicide.

Am | Depressed?

Everyone experiences one or more of the
symptoms listed above from time to time. Who
hasn’thad abad night’s sleep or eaten too much
or too little in response to stress? Some days
we just have more energy or focus than others.
Guiltis also anatural feeling, and while it may
be uncomfortable, it can prompt us to apolo-
gize to friends or family we have wronged. Ex-
pecting to be happy every moment of every day
is not realistic, and can set us up for feelings of
disappointment over not being as cheery as the
smiling people we see in the media.

All the same, the mood changes that men-
tal-health providers become most concerned
about are those that last over extended periods
of time. In the case of MDD, that would be at
least two weeks. Do your symptoms negatively
impact the way you feel about yourself or your
ability to function in relationships, at work, or
athome? Experiencing these chronic physical
and mental symptoms may signal aneed to
talk with a physician or therapist.

LGBTQ Depression Issues
LGBTQpeople are especially at risk for
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experiencing MDD. In fact, studies suggest
that adults with same-sex attractions are
more than twice as likely to have experienced
psychological distress in the past year, when
compared to their heterosexual counterparts,
and transgender individuals are over three
times as likely to experience psychological
distress.

There are several reasons for this distress
and depression among LGBTQ people, despite
the greater visibility and acceptance experi-
enced by many members of the community.
Exposure to homophobia and transphobia
canlead to internalizing negative cultural at-
titudes about LGBTQ identity. Many struggle
with persistent feelings of guilt and shame re-
garding sexual orientation and gender identity.
Social stigma, discrimination, and the fear of
harassment and violence are everyday occur-
rences that contribute to stress and trauma.

Where Can | Go for Help?

If you suspect that you may be suffering from
depression, the first thing is to recognize that
you are not alone. There is no shame in strug-
gling with this illness or seeking treatment,
and the good news is that treatment works.
Many people have found that psychotherapy
and/or antidepressant medications can help
tremendously in lifting their mood and reduc-
ing their symptoms of depression.

There are many local and national resourc-
es available, both in-person or online. These
organizations provide services ranging from a
listening ear to extended treatments. Seeking
out these services, which can sometimes be
done anonymously, can be a sign of strength
and commitment to your personal growth. It
may well be one of the most important things
you ever do. There’s no need to wait until a cri-
sishappens. You can begin engaging in mental-
health and wellness support today.

Finally, if you have struggled with or are
currently experiencing suicidal thoughts,
consider texting or calling one of the mental-
health hotlines for a referral to one of the local
resources listed below.

Suicide-Prevention Hotlines

LGBT Switchboard Houston

(713) 529-2311

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
1-800-273-TALK (1-800-273-8255)

Crisis Text Line

Text “HOME” to 741741

Veterans Crisis Line

Confidential crisis chat at VeteransCrisisLine.
net, or send atext to 838255

Local Mental-Health Resources

Montrose Center

401 Branard St., Houston. 713-529-0037 or
montrosecenter.org

Legacy Community Health

832-548-5000 or legacycommunityhealth.org
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY and does not

(bik-TAR-vee)

replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you
have both HIV-Tand HBYV, your HBV may suddenly
get worse if you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not
stop taking BIKTARVY without first talking to your
healthcare provider, as they will need to check
your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1in adults and children

who weigh at least 55 pounds. It can either be used in
people who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or
people who are replacing their current HIV-1 medicines
and whose healthcare provider determines they meet
certain requirements.

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1or AIDS. HIV-1is the
virus that causes AIDS.

Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine
that contains:

» dofetilide
» rifampin
» any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

» Have or have had any kidney or liver problems,
including hepatitis infection.

» Have any other health problems.

» Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not
known if BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby.
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant
while taking BIKTARVY.

» Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1can be passed to the baby
in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the
medicines you take:

» Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and
herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist.

» BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other.
Ask your healthcare provider and pharmacist about
medicines that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is
safe to take BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY” section.

» Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any new
symptoms after you start taking BIKTARVY.

» Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

» Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired
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OUT FOR CHANGE

LGBTQ Texans
Run for Office

Democrats Elias Diaz, Ann Johnson, Gina Ortiz Jones, and
Madeline Eden are among 19 endorsed by the Victory Fund.

he Victory Fund was founded by
activists and donors in 1991 to
increase the number of openly
LGBTQelected officials. Recently,
the group endorsed 19 out Texas
politicians for office, including
Democratic candidates Elias Diaz,
Ann Johnson, Gina Ortiz Jones,
and Madeline Eden, who are each running to
make history and change the political land-
scape.

Victory Fund’s President and CEO Annise
Parker says these elections are significant for
many reasons—LGBTQ representation being
one. “We have plenty of evidence [that] when
we’re in the room, the conversation changes,”
the out former Houston mayor says. “Whatis
discussed changes, and the way it’s discussed
changes, [and that’s with] just one of us in the
room. When there are three or more of us, we
can influence legislation.”

To secure Victory Fund’s campaigning,
fundraising, and communications support,
LGBTQ candidates must meet the group’s
endorsement requirements. Individuals must
be openly gay, leshian, bisexual, or transgender,
and “demonstrate community support and a
realistic plan to win,” according to the Victory
Fund website. The candidates must also sup-
port efforts to protect privacy, reproduction
freedom, and the advancement of LGBTQ civil
rights through legislation or the regulatory
process, unless they are judicial endorsements.
This year, Victory Fund has endorsed over 300
out candidates across the United States.

For more information on the Victory
Fund, visit victoryfund.org.

lias Diaz, a gay Latinx man, has already

made a difference in his community

by becoming the first openly LGBTQ

elected official of Eagle Pass, Texas. The
new city councilman defeated opponent Eliza-
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By LILLIAN HOANG

beth Chisum De La Garza in a runoff election
on September 5.

As anewly elected official, Diaz vows to
fight for the vulnerable and underserved.

He plans to focus on COVID-19 financial
recovery and address local health care needs
by equipping emergency medical services and
firefighters with adequate personal protective
equipment (PPE). He will also work to improve
the community’s mental health as suicide rates
rise during the pandemic.

Diaz says he ran to revolutionize local poli-
tics by galvanizing community members who
had given up on voting. “I know what it feels
like to be in a town full of barriers, with alack
of resources and a million reasons to stop you.
[Thisis] atown that forces you to deal with
letdowns and frustrations on a daily basis, and
there’s a constant need to reinvent yourself. I
felt that it was time to change that.”

Diaz has overcome countless challenges,
including economic disadvantage, childhood
domestic violence, and sexual abuse. His past
experiences motivate him to fight for social
justice and equality for others, especially in
Eagle Pass.

The blue border town is home to many
traditionally conservative residents, some of
whom harassed Diaz during his run for office.
To get through college in Los Angeles, Diaz
starred in adult films. Photos and videos of
his sex work circulated on social media and
were used against him during his campaign.

In spite of these attempts to demoralize him
and question his ability to lead, Diaz remained
transparent about his past. He used the attacks
to connect to voters in his community and
inspire them to rise up against injustice and
inequality. In the end, he beat De La Garza by
517 votes, according to the Fagle Pass Business
Journal.

“We don’t need a perfect candidate. We
need a champion for change,” Diaz emphasizes.
“Thisis our time, and I am determined to fight
for it. It’s time for all of us to rise up to the chal-
lenge in our communities and revolutionize
politics at the local, state, and federal level.”

Learn more about Elias Diaz
at facebook.com/EliasDiazForEagle-
PassCityCouncilPlace2.

ouston native Ann Johnson is also
vying to create change at the state level
by running to unseat Texas House of
Representatives District 134 incumbent
Sarah Davis in the general election. While the
November 3 presidential race is important,
Johnson notes that the down-ballot races are
equally critical. “In some ways, they are [even]
more significant to people’s everyday lives.”
Johnson, an openly lesbian Democrat,
is running for the same seat for the second
time to change Texas politics through fair
redistricting, affordable health care, and gun
reforms. If elected, she will act on behalf of
nearly 174,000 citizens in West Houston, ac-
cording to the 2010 Census.
Johnson says she will also fight to end the
Republican party’s racially discriminatory and
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unconstitutional gerrymandering by hiring an
independent commission as the state prepares
for the 2021 redistricting. Reorganizing areas
into new legislative and school districts can
determine how people are represented in our
government.

According to Loyola Law School, redis-
tricting, which happens every decade after
the census, determines “which voters vote
for which representative” and which bills and
resolutions are passed. “This is the election
cycle of this decade,” Johnson says.

While Johnson and her opponent are both
cancer survivors and proponents of pro-choice
policies, they differ on several topics, including
health care.

Republican incumbent Davis says she
believes Texas should expand Medicaid in the
next legislative session, but Johnson remem-
bers when Davis opposed the Affordable Care
Act (ACA)’s implementation in 2010.

Atthe time, Johnson was a freelance at-
torney who offered her services to people who
could not afford lawyers, which meant she
went without health benefits. Despite surviv-
ing breast cancer and having papers from her
doctors confirming her good health, Johnson
was still denied insurance coverage due to her
preexisting condition. These experiences, and
Davis’ actions since 2010, motivated Johnson

to campaign once again.

“Davis has proven over this last decade
that she will fight the implementation of the
Affordable Care Act, so I do not trust her to do
anything,” Johnson says, referring to Davis’
support for the anti-Obamacare lawsuit that
led to the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2012 decision
that made Medicaid expansion optional for
states.

The two candidates also differ on gun legis-
lation. Davis received a C rating from the NRA
in 2020 and was the only Republican to vote
no on a 2019 bill that gave officers the right to
carry on school property. She helped pass leg-
islation in 2015 that allowed concealed carry
of firearms on college campuses, and in 2013

she supported reducing the required hours of
training to get a concealed-handgunlicense.

Despite her pro-gun record, Johnson re-
ceived an F from the NRA in 2020 because she
supports background checks on gun purchas-
ers. Unlike Davis, she is also backed by Moms
Demand Action, a grassroots movement cre-
ated to protect people from gun violence.

Johnson has spent most of her life serving
the vulnerable. As a former human-trafficking
prosecutor and criminal justice system attor-
ney, she has helped victims of sexual exploita-
tion achieve justice. According to the Victory
Fund, she worked with other Republican
officials to create Survivors Acquiring Free-
dom and Empowerment Court, a program that
helps those charged with prostitution between
the ages of 17 and 25 “escape the revolving door
of criminal justice.”

“I’ve spent my life and career in public
service for women and children who have been
victims of sexual exploitation, and I would do
the same thing in the Texas Legislature,” she
says. “I'will be avoice for those who have been
left behind, those who have been forgotten,
those who have not been protected.”

To learn more about Johnson’s cam-
paign, visit annjohnson.com.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 98
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Recommitting to Protect
Marginalized Citizens

DA Kim 0gg says she's “expanded her perspective”
on issues important to the LGBTQ community.

By RYAN M. LEACH

30 OCTOBER 2020 OutSmartMagazine.com
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The 2016 election had
traumatic consequences
for the country as a whole
when Donald Trump was
elected presidentin a sur-
prise win. However, Harris
County saw some positive
changes as more progressive candidates were
elected locally. The victory of District Attor-
ney Kim Ogg, 61, an out lesbian Democrat who
ousted an embattled incumbent, elevated her
to the status of the highest-ranking LGBTQ
criminal-justice official in the country. Now, as
she approaches next month’s election asking
for a second term, Ogg hopes her plans for the
future will earn her the votes she needs to win
on November 3.

During the Democratic primary election,
Ogg defeated Audia Jones, a former assistant
district attorney who ran to the left of Ogg.
Jones was able to pick up a few endorsements
from groups that had previously supported
Ogg, like the Texas Organizing Project and,
most notably, the Houston GLBT Political
Caucus. That Caucus endorsement resulted
from a split vote of 121-95 among Caucus mem-
bership, and instantly made headlines as the
LGBTQ community, arguably a solid base for
Ogg, seemed to be distancing itself from her.

“I'would say [losing the Caucus endorse-
ment] gave me a broader perspective about
issues of intersectionality that are important
to our community,” Ogg says. “[During the
screening process] I was talking more about
what I had done to improve things for the LG-
BTQ community, and I should have been talk-
ing more about racial justice. I've expanded my
perspective now.”

Caucus President Jovon Tyler notes that
while Ogg had a great deal of support within
the organization during the primary endorse-
ment process, “a majority of the members
wanted to see more progressive policies from
[her] office.”

Following her successful Democratic
primary race, Ogg has secured the Caucus en-
dorsement for the general election as she faces
Republican candidate Mary Nan Huffman, a
former Montgomery County prosecutor who
currently serves as an attorney for the Houston
Police Officers Union.

“The Caucus recognizes that DA Ogg has
been the most progressive DA Harris County
has had. Thatbar is low, however,” Tyler says.
“We also understand that she has to follow the
law. Many of the reforms we want to see are
governed by state law, or controlled by other
officials. We hope the DA will work with us to
push others to make the needed changes and
be open-minded in exploring the limits of her
discretion.”

Endorsements aside, Ogg believes that she
has worked hard to address many issues im-
pacting the lives of LGBTQ citizens, including
constituents of color who encounter harmful
policies and treatment much more often than
their white counterparts. One of the policy
changes that Ogg cites is putting an end to the
prosecution of low-level drug offenses like the
possession of trace amounts of cocaine and
marijuana.

“LOSING THE CAUCUS
ENDORSEMENT GAVE ME A
BROADER PERSPECTIVE ABOUT
ISSUES OF INTERSECTIONALITY
THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO THE
COMMUNITY. I'VE EXPANDED

MY PERSPECTIVE NOW."
—Kim Ogg

“Where Black and Brown communities
were most disproportionately impacted by
arrests was with drug offenses. I wanted to
decrease the unnecessary over-policing of
communities where drug arrests were often
used as an excuse. Drug use is equal in all
communities, but you get more enforcement in
Black and Brown communities,” says Ogg.

Ogg alsorecently incorporated the Make It
Right program into the DA’s office. The goal of

the program is to connect people with criminal
records to pro bono lawyers to assist them
with getting their offenses expunged or put on
nondisclosure status. The program also invites
employers to connect with individuals who

are willing and able to work, but who may have
been held back by their record. Programs like
this have a positive impact on the lives of the
individuals receiving help, as well as the com-
munity at large, according to Ogg.

“If we make people more employable by
eliminating criminal records that should be
expunged or nondisclosed, then we strengthen
our workforce and make our community safer.
Having ajob is the best type of crime preven-
tion,” Ogg emphasizes.

Ogg also claims that she has made great
strides in diversifying the leadership and pro-
fessional staffin the DA’s office, which includes
her attorneys and investigators. A diverse staff
can add perspectives that previous Harris
County DA offices often lacked.

“We have increased the hiring of African-
American lawyers by 95 percent in my first
three years, and Latino representation by 125
percent. The LGBTQ population is almost im-
possible for me to tell you about, but I am proud
that we have an open atmosphere, a support
group, and an ally group. By having an inclu-
sive and diverse work atmosphere, it makes it
more difficult for discrimination by police and
others [to occur]. It makes it much less accept-
able. This is a step forward in how we finally
destroy discrimination,” says Ogg.

Diversity in hiring was an intentional effort
made by Ogg, who says that she accomplished
itthrough active recruiting at universities like
Texas Southern University and in other parts
of Texas that had not traditionally been tapped
for talent. Ogg says that if you're going to sup-
port diversity, you can’t just take a superficial
stab at it by increasing support staff. Typically,
support staff positions are overrepresented by
employees of color. Some employers use those
support-staff numbers to inflate their diversity
and inclusion goals on paper, while in practice
they neglect to hire people of color for higher
level and executive positions. This scenario
also plays out in the hiring of women and
LGBTQemployees. —»

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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Order in the Court

Judge Kelli Johnson is slated to again
serve Texas' 178th District Court.

By SAM BYRD
Photo by EMILY JOHNSON

rowing up in the small town

of Sulphur Springs, Texas,

Kelli Johnson used to watch her

father litigate in the courtroom

against large corporationsin

an effort to fight for the little

guy. Nowadays, as ajudge in the

178th Criminal District Court,
Johnson isliving out her dreams of being a
part of the legal process she grew up loving.

“I grew up with areally positive view of
the law. My father was a one-man firm who
wasn’t intimidated by anyone. He raised me to
think I could reach the stars,” Johnson says.
“He made me always appreciate everything we
had and the people we represented. I always
thought he was the best trial lawyer who ever
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lived; I still do.”

Her father’s sense of duty and his work
ethic stayed with Johnson as she left home to
attend Texas Christian University, where she
graduated with honors. She went on to serve
as a White House intern and member of the
White House Press Advance Team for two
years during the Clinton administration. Dur-
ingher yearsin Washington, DC, she says, “As
ayoung person, I got to be a part of something
bigger than me. I got to be there for the Middle
East peace accord. I was the first one in my
family to go abroad. It was exciting, and I
knew I wanted to pursue law as a part of
[my passion for] public service that’s always
been apart of me.”

She eventually returned to Texas to attend

South Texas College of Law, where she ranked
in the top ten in the State of Texas Bar Exam.
Her next move was to take a position with the
Harris County District Attorney’s office.

“Ilove constitutional law. I love puzzles,
and this was a great way to fight for victims. I
like to think I have a reputation of fighting for
both sides,” she adds. “Inever think it’s ‘win at
all costs.’ Ireally believe you can fight hard to
make sure the right results happen. I was one of
those prosecutors who fought for rehabilitation
for offenders.” Her work earned her recognition
as Prosecutor of the Year twice.

In the spirit of diving further into her pas-
sion, she decided to run for alocal judicial office
in 2016 and won the second-highest vote count
during that election season.

“Ireally wanted to be a part of the criminal-
justice system as a whole. I wanted to live it
more than talk aboutit. A lot of people think
being a judge is calling balls and strikes, but it’s
[also about] how much you want to devote your-
self'to the policy behind what we do,” she says
about her decision to run. “When I think about
criminal justice, you're more than ajudge.
You're arole model, a counselor, and a therapist
of sorts to people who are before you. You can
also be a part of the reform that is so needed in
asystemthatisincarceration-driven.”

Asajudge, Johnson keeps three key ideas at
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the forefront of her actions: restore courtroom
fairness, reform criminal justice, and reduce
recidivism.

“Ithink ‘fairness’is such an easy word that
people throw out, but historically there has not
been fairness across the board. I've been very
active in creating the General Order Bond that
provides instant relief for people with nonvio-
lent offenses,” she says. “As ajudge, 'm leading
apart of our system that creates resources to
help people be successful.”

Johnson’s commitment to using the legal
system to improve the community is also seen
in her participation in the Success Through
Addiction Recovery (STAR) court. She de-
scribes it as “an intensive, holistic approach
as atreatment court. It’s aimed at individuals
who have experienced substance abuse, along
with possible mental-health problems that
have plagued them their entire lives. We work
together as a staff and get into their whole life.
We help them with everything, and it’s one
of the most successful courts to transform
people’s lives.”

Johnson believes the STAR court is two-
thirds more successful than a regular probation
court, and she theorizes it’s because defendants
see a person in authority tell them, perhaps for
the first time, that they can be successful.

“Tome, it’s really about acknowledging
people who are charged. It’s about giving value
equally across the courtroom. It’s been really
interesting to look forward and not be defined
by the past,” she says. “If you give them the
tools and empowerment, it’s amazing what
they can do with it.”

Although Johnson is running unopposed,
she still emphasizes that people need to take
partin the voting process and make their
voices heard all the way down the ballot.

“I feel so strongly that every single one
of us has to cast avote. I really wish that
everybody believed that casting avote is an
absolute must. It’s so imperative. It’s important
that we vote for the people who represent us
as individuals, and that we know who we are
voting for locally,” she advises. “Iwish people
felt more active in choosing their local leaders,
because they represent everyone here. The lo-
cal [officials] have more of an effect on our daily
lives than nationally elected officials. That’s
why people should research all the candidates
and make an intelligent decision about who
they vote for.”

When she’s not in the courtroom or
advocating for justice, Johnson spends time
with her fiancée, Hilary Bartlett, and their
10-year-old son, Evan. They live in the Oak
Forest neighborhood, where they are active in
their community.

For more information on Kelli Johnson,
visit judgekellijohnson.com.
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ichelle Palmer, a profes-
sional educator, is answer-
ing a call to higher service by
running for the Texas State
Board of Education District
6—an enormously important
position that has a direct
impact on Texas children.

District 6 covers more than half of the
Houston metropolitan area, reaching as far
north as Tomball and as south to Bellaire,
River Oaks, and the Heights. The Texas State
Board of Education includes 15 members
who are elected for four-year terms, with
each member representing about 1.8 million
citizens. The Board sets policies and curricu-
lum standards for Texas public schools, which
makes them a constant source of controversy.
Recent curriculum recommendations have
included calls to remove references to former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton from his-
tory books, to downplay the role of slavery as
the cause of the American Civil War, and to
include areference to Moses as an individual
whose principles of government informed the
creation of America’s founding documents.

“I am passionate about Texas state curricu-
lum representing facts based on actual history
and science,” Palmer states emphatically.
“Recently, the State Board changed Texas
curriculum to reflect non-factual information.
For example, there is nothing in our science
curriculum about climate change, but there are
references to creationism.”

Palmer, who is 50 and identifies as
bisexual, has along history of working in all
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Advocating for
Texas Students

Michelle Palmer vies for a seat on
the Texas State Board of Education.

sorts of public schools in districts throughout
the Houston area. She is especially passion-
ate about teaching history, government, and
science classes.

“I spend alot of time teaching my students
critical thinking to help them discern fact from
fiction. They need to understand what is true,
and the State Board of Education should not be
working against that goal,” she states.

Palmer has received endorsements from
the Houston GLBT Political Caucus, the Vic-
tory Fund, Harris County Tejano Democrats,
Harris County Young Democrats, Black Lives
Matter Houston, and the Houston Chronicle.
“Palmer’s years as a teacher in area schools,
including Aldine ISD and Houston ISD, have
made her familiar with curriculum issues and
will bring arare perspective to the board: that
of an active teacher,” the Chronicle endorse-
ment noted.

In addition to her willingness to go to bat
for Texas students, Palmer has seen exactly
where additional school resources are needed.
While she is an unrelenting fighter, she also
has a comfortable, gracious demeanor—quali-
ties that will serve her well as she “reaches
across the aisle” on a matter of deep concern to
her: the state’s health curriculum.

“Abstinence-only sex education is failing
the students of Texas,” Palmer states flatly.
“Texas ranks seventh in teen pregnancies. We
wouldn’t [have so many unplanned pregna-
nices] if we had a comprehensive sex-educa-
tion program in our schools. When the board
votes on the new health curriculum, they must
vote for one that includes comprehensive sex

By KIM HOGSTROM

education.”

Anne Sung was a highly regarded teacher
in the Houston Independent School District
before she assumed her position on the HISD
Board of Education in 2017. Sung says Texas
needs Palmer on the Texas State Board of Edu-
cation for the sake of our children.

“Michelle Palmer is an outstanding teacher
who is passionate about empowering students.
She not only teaches them about government,
she also shows them how to be civically en-
gaged,” Sung explains. “Michelle has dedicated
herlife to working with the Houston students
most at risk of dropping out from high school,
and I know her as a steadfast advocate for
systems that will help all students succeed.
Houston needs her voice at the table on the
Texas State Board.”

Palmer sums it up: “The students of Texas
deserve a better education than Texas has pro-
vided them over the last two decades. I know
firsthand the potential that our students can
achieve if they are properly equipped with the
strongest tools that we can give them. Asan
educator, I know that the curriculumis one of
the most powerful tools that we bring into the
classroom. I look forward to working closely
with my constituents and the Board members
to bring accuracy and efficacy back into the
hands of our students with an improved cur-
riculum. Only then can Texas graduate the
best students possible.”

For more information, or to contribute
to Michelle Palmer’s campaign, go to
palmerfortexased.com.
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hile on arescue missionin
Afghanistan, MJ Hegar’s
helicopter was destroyed
by the Taliban. With sub-
stantial bodily injuries
due to enemy gunfire, she
strapped herselfto the
outside of arescue air-
craft and returned fire as she and others were
airlifted to safety. This courageous act earned
the Air Force combat veteran the Purple Heart
and the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor
for her bravery.

Finding herself grounded and unable to fly,
she sued the Air Force and won the 2012 court
case that ended their Combat Exclusion Policy,
opening the door for women seeking further
combat training in the military. Today, Hegar,
an enthusiastic ally of the LGBTQ community,
faces a different kind of battle as she runs
against John Cornyn for his seatin the U.S.
Senate.

It’s 10:45 a.m. on the Wednesday of the
Democratic National Convention, and Hegar
has a15-minute window available in her
schedule to chat with OutrSmarT about her
vision for Texas. “We have so much to talk
about,” Hegar says with the same energy that
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originally propelled her to the national stage.
Her campaign ad titled “Doors” that aired dur-
ing her run against Congressman John Carter
earned widespread acclaim, but she lost that
bid to represent Texas’ 31st Congressional
District by less than 3 percent. Today, building
onthat earned momentum, she has her eyes set
on Cornyn’s Senate seat.

Hegar lays out her top priorities upon en-
tering the Senate: “Healthcare is the number-
one thing—and that was before the pandemic,”
she explains. “Iworked in the healthcare
industry, and I know how bad the employer-
provided model is for Texans. It’s a barrier to
small-business creation, and obviously not
ideal when you have record unemployment.”
She emphasizes her support for rapid, afford-
able COVID testing, noting that Cornyn has
only made things more difficult for Texans.
“He acknowledged that the Affordable Care
Actwas alifeline for people, but he’s still trying
to dismantle it—without offering anything to
replace it with, by the way.”

The tough-as-nails veteran recalls work-
ing alongside like-minded colleagues in
the healthcare field to end discriminatory
practices specifically within the transgender
population, Hegar notes. “Transgender pa-

tients would come in expecting to get discrimi-
nated against, so they wouldn’t disclose the
hormones that they were on. That could pose
ahealth threat to them or cause complications
with other medications.” Hegar emphasizes
that accessible healthcare should be nondis-
criminatory. “Bottom line with healthcare:
politicians keep playing politics with our lives,
and they need to stop doing that.”

Hegar lists the economy as another priority.
“I'm concerned that if John Cornyn wins re-
election, he’ll just continue looking out for the
big, wealthy special interests and not for regu-
lar hard-working families like mine.” Hegar
sees the middle class and working families as
the backbone of our economy, and she supports
arecovery plan that benefits them. “We need
transparency and accountability in relief pack-
ages. We need to acknowledge the minority
businesses that have been left behind, with 95
percent of all minority-owned businesses that
applied for PPP loans not getting them.” She
supports raising wages and making sure corpo-
rations are “paying their fair share,” pointing
to Amazon as a prime example. “I don’t want to
demonize corporations just for being corpora-
tions, but we need to hold them accountable
and make sure they are being good actors.”
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Climate change is the third topic that
Hegar wants the Senate to address immediate-
ly. “We want to keep the energy industry here
in Texas, but we have to make sure we lead in
the next chapter, which is clearly renewable
energy,” Hegar says.

Shifting her focus to the LGBTQ commu-
nity, Hegar discusses her time in the military
alongside LGBTQ service members. “I think
you’ll find that people who want to [keep
LGBTQcitizens out] of the military are usually
people who haven’t fought and served,” Hegar
says bluntly. “People who have fought and
served, and have been in the shit with bullets
flying, only care whether or not you can do your
job.Idon’t care what religion you are, what
color you are, or who you love. Love who you
love, but stand and fight with me.”

Hegar has strong words for discriminatory
practices in general: “Not only is it morally
repugnant to discriminate against people, but
it’s also really strategically ineffective.”

The fierce mom cites her two kids as the in-
spiration behind her run for the U.S. Senate. “I
look at them and I see two amazing souls who I
want to grow up and love whoever they want.”
She speaks with high praise for the queer
members in her own family. “I've seen kids
come to terms with it in my family, and I've
seen bullying. The rights of queer kids, as they
come to terms with who they are, is something
I'mreally passionate about.” This lifelong ally
ofthe LGBTQ community has been endorsed
by the Human Rights Campaign and the Hous-
ton GLBT Political Caucus, among several
other groups.

With election day approaching, Hegar lays
out what six more years of John Cornyn in
the Senate would mean to Texans. “Your civil
liberties are never actually safe. Even when
youwin certain things, there’s always someone
waiting for you to let your vigilance down [so
they can] take those liberties back from you.
Cornyn has continued to roll back civil rights,
and has never been an ally to the queer com-
munity. Voting rights, access to healthcare—
all the things that enable you to live your best
life and work hard to put food on the table for
your family—he has stood against.”

Asher 15-minute window closes, Hegar
concludes: “Cornyn has done nothing to ad-
dress homelessness among queer youth. He has
not pushed back on the attacks on our soldiers.
He doesn’t stand up for science. John Cornyn is
a spineless boot-licker who’s going to do what
he’s told by Mitch McConnell as he fights to
become Senate majority leader.”

Formore information on MJ Hegar, visit
mjfortexas.com.
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Making Waves in the
Conservative Suburbs

Multilingual public servant Sri Kulkarni
knows how to reach across the aisle.

By MARENE GUSTIN

oumightrecognize SriPres-

ton Kulkarni as one of the
background actors in Billy Bob
Thornton’s 2004 The Alamo.
But it’s more likely, if you follow
politics, that you know him as
the Asian American who in 2018
almost single-handedly upset incumbent Re-
publican Congressman Pete Olson and came
within less than five percentage points of turn-
ing the 22nd Congressional District blue.

And this year, he just might do it.

“When I started running in 2018,” Kulkar-
ni says, “I was literally one person working
out of my cousin’s living room, calling people
I knew in the community to see if they were
interested in what I had to say. A true grass-
roots movement grew out of that, and while we
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absolutely retain that mentality, we now have a
great deal more resources to bring to the fight.”

And alot of those resources come from the
national stage. A press release earlier this year
from the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee stated, “When he ran for this seat
in 2018 —campaigning in 16 languages across
a quickly-diversifying district—Sri expanded
the electorate, grew the Asian-American vote,
and came within 14,000 votes of defeating
Congressman Pete Olson.”

The 22nd District encompasses parts of
Fort Bend, Harris, and Brazoria counties, and
is an open seat this year after Olson announced
his retirement. Kulkarni’s campaign is consid-
ered one of the top-tier red-to-blue races in the
country.

The 42-year-old was born in Louisiana,

but his family moved to Houston when he was
atoddler. His father, Venkatesh Kulkarni, was
an India-born novelist who taught creative
writing at Rice University. His mother, Marga-
ret Preston, is related to Sam Houston.

“As an undergraduate at the University of
Texas, I studied linguistics, and I also studied
abroad in Moscow in 2000, the year Putin
came to power,” Kulkarnirecalls. “I saw first-
hand the damage that corrupt leadership could
do to society. It inspired me to serve my coun-
try, and do so in a way that not only safeguard-
ed our institutions, but also strengthened our
global relationships and promoted our values.”

After getting a Master of Public Admin-
istration degree from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard University,
Kulkarni spent 14 years in the Foreign Service.
“While serving our country overseas in the
Foreign Service, it was my job to promote
American values like free and fair elections,
protection for minorities, and gender equality,”
he notes. “Over the last few years, all of those
things have been attacked at home, culminat-
ing with our government’s response to the
deadly Nazirallyin Charlottesville in 2017.
That was when I decided that our current gov-
ernment did not represent me, or any of us.”

That shameful 2017 episode prompted
Kulkarni to return home to Sugar Land and
run for Congress in 2018. He’s been living off
of retirement savings while he focuses on his
second race. His mother and sister are helping
with the campaign, which is vastly different
than his first run because of the pandemic.
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“The focus of this campaign shifted im-
mediately to protecting the community,”
Kulkarni says. “This means finding and
disseminating information on critical topics
through virtual town halls and our website,
organizing and participating in supply drives
for food and personal protective equipment,
and setting an example by following science
and evidence-based guidelines. We suspended
allin-person events and now do everything
virtually—phone banks, interacting with
voters, wellness checks, town halls, a virtual
campaign academy, and more. Our focus is on
the health and safety of our community.”

Kulkarniis facing Republican Sheriff
Troy Nehls in this race. “Troy Nehls owes the
voters of our district alot of explanations,”
Kulkarni says. “He was fired from a previous
job as apolice officer for numerous citations of
misconduct that included destroying evidence,
improper arrests, and obstructing another of-
ficer. Since being elected sheriff, he has used his
power to go after political enemies. In April, he
called the face-mask mandates ‘un-American’
and ‘communist,” attacking public officials who
were trying to control the virus. He said then
that the worst of the pandemic was past us. He
owes voters an explanation for his record, and
why he feels it’s appropriate to play political
games with Texans’ lives. So far, he has refused
every invitation to a debate or public forum. He
refuses to answer for his record, and he thinks
thathe can win this race by hiding from voters.”

Kulkarni’s key issues are jobs and the econ-
omy, healthcare, veterans, gun violence, flood-
ing, police accountability, and anti-racism.

And he has alot to offer the LGBTQ com-
munity.

“As amember of Congress, I will continue
toraiseissues of equal rights, just as I have
done in my overseas tours to countries such
as Jamaica, which still have sodomy laws,”
Kulkarnisays. “I will also ensure that my staff
isrepresentative of the diversity of my district,
including the LGBT community, and that I
have an open door to the entire community to
discuss issues of equality and discrimination.”

He also vows to speak out against hate
crimes and push for more resources to investi-
gate them.

Following the divisive 2016 presidential
campaign, Kulkarni and a Republican friend
founded Breaking Bread, a program to reduce
partisan hostility.

“Iwant to start Breaking Bread in Con-
gress, because the gridlock and polarization of
the past decade can’t continue,” he says. “Tak-
ing a step back and relearning how to relate
to one another in such a polarized, divided
environment is essential to moving forward.”

3

For more information on Sri Kulkarni,
visit sri2020.com.
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An LGBTQ Ally Fighting for
Aftordable Health Care

Sima Ladjevardian seeks to unseat Congressman Dan Crenshaw.

an Crenshaw might have won
his Texas 2nd Congressional
District seat in 2018 because of
an impromptu Saturday Night
Live appearance. An SNL cast
member had insulted Cren-
shaw’s military service, and

he was invited to appear on the
show to accept an apology.

But this year, the pandemic and his stance
on health care might just cost him that seat,
and Sima Ladjevardian may be just the woman
to take it from him.

“I'mrunning against Crenshaw because
we need someone with arecord of bringing
people together for our community,” says the
Iran-born attorney-turned-activist. “As an
immigrant who fled the political violence
of arevolution, this nation and this Hous-
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By MARENE GUSTIN

ton community has given me so much. I am
living proof of how opportunity in America
can lead to safety, prosperity, and happiness.
Now it’s my obligation to pay it forward for

my neighbors. As alawyer, amediator, and a
community activist, I've been building bridges
of compromise between people of all different
backgrounds my whole career. I know what it
takes to get to a solution, and I don’t take no for
an answer. In the halls of Congress, I'll do the
same for Houston.”

Ladjevardian moved to France during the
1978 Iranian Revolution, and then to America
in 1980. She speaks four languages and is a
wife, mother, and breast-cancer survivor.

“As a cancer survivor, health care is
personal,” she says. “We need to make sure
people have access to quality, affordable health
care. We need leaders who understand that

awoman’s choice is hers alone. And we need
politicians who won’t break their promises—
like Dan Crenshaw has done time and time
again. Crenshaw went all around our district
campaigning on lowering drug costs. Instead,
he got to Congress and did the opposite. He
became a mouthpiece for Donald Trump and
started fighting for his own political ambi-
tions instead of our needs. From lying about
COVID-19 to spreading voter fraud conspiracy
theories and voting against the 2019 Equality
Act, Dan Crenshaw has let this community
down. We need someone who will stand up for
our most vulnerable and lead the fight for our
healthcare. That’s the congresswoman I'm
ready to be.”

Indeed, Crenshaw has been skeptical of the
COVID-19 pandemic, refusing to wear a face
mask and being a prime cheerleader for —
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President Trump’s take on the virus. He also
wants to repeal the Affordable Care Act.

Ladjevardian has been an attorney and a
fundraiser for her favorite causes such as The
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital; and Baylor College of Medi-
cine. As apolitical activist, she works to elect
candidates up and down the ballot, and be-
cause of her political acumen and understand-
ing of the Greater Houston area, she became
asenior advisor to Beto O’'Rourke during his
historic 2018 U.S. Senate race. And because of
her beliefin his message of equality, she joined
his presidential campaign last year during the
Democratic primaries. Now her congressional
campaign is putting to good use the lessons she
learned from O’Rourke.

“More important than anything, I learned
that you need to go everywhere and talk to
everyone, no matter if they’re Democrats or
Republicans or Independents,” she says. “And
in adistrict as gerrymandered as mine, letting
everyone feel [that they are being] heard is
critically important.”

Due to the pandemic, things have been a
little different in this campaign. “We’re con-
necting with voters in a different way by host-
ing online events, making calls, and getting
out in the community in ways where we can
ensure safe social distancing,” Ladjevardian
explains. “We’ve had a huge number of people
who have contacted the campaign asking for
information and for ways to help, and we’ve
been working to connect them to organizations
and other resources. And while Crenshaw
has doubled down on enabling the president
and his disinformation, we’ve been focused
on spreading the facts about health and [the
emergency] economic support available to our
constituents.”

Ladjevardian’s husband, Masoud, and their
two adult children have been very supportive
of her run for Congress, and she says they are
very proud of her and her beliefs—one of which
is equality.

“I've been an ally of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity for all my life, and I'm honored to have the
support of both the Human Rights Campaign
and the Houston GLBT Caucus,” she empha-
sizes. “As this district’s first congresswoman,
Iwill never stop fighting for equal protection
under the law—and that begins with guaran-
teeing affordable, accessible healthcare for our
LGBTQ community and for all Americans.”

This ambitious political trailblazer is also
ahuge Star Wars fan. “English is my fourth
language, and I actually learned it by listening
to American movies,” Ladjevardian says. “The
first feature-length English film I ever watched
was Star Wars, and I love it to this day. Just ask
my dog, Jedi.”

For more information on
Sima Ladjevardian, visit simafortx.com.
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The transgender community has also felt
the brunt of a criminal-justice system that is
often stacked against them, and Ogg says she
recognizes this injustice.

“Historically, transgender people were
disrespected and not given equal credibility in *
practice by police and prosecutors when they RE-E I'ECT DEMOCRAT
were victims. By implementing an evidence-
based filing policy, whether it is a hate crime or
any other type of crime, it reduces the analysis
of the evidence to objective facts and prevents
discrimination, whether it is intentional or
unintentional bias. It gives the transgender STAT E s E N AT E
community equal footing, whether they are
victims or arrested.”

Ogg has also instituted implicit-bias train-
ing to improve the cultural competence of staff
members. That training covers education about
the transgender community as well as other
marginalized communities. This, paired with
an evidence-based approach to casework, has
helped create a more equitable environment for
victims and those arrested, according to Ogg.

Still, some LGBTQ Harris County
residents urge Ogg to do even more to protect
people of color, should she be reelected.

“We have had seven people killed by police
this year,” says transgender activist Monica
Roberts. “We need DA Ogg to start prosecuting
and sending those bad officers to jail.”

Mike Webb, who was president of the
Houston GLBT Political Caucus during the Voted One of
primary election endorsement process, notes the Favorite Male
that “We’ve always advocated for DA Ogg to Local Politician
involve the community more in her policy and
implementation decisions, especially as it re-
lates to issues that disproportionately impact

. ) : Dean of the Texas Senate
communities of color—including LGBTQ+ S
communities of color, which should be consid- John Whitmire
ered LGBTQ+ issues as well.”

District attorneys play a critical role in how Tog et h er Yeste rd ay’ Tod ay' an d To MOrrow.

acommunity responds to important issues
like police brutality, police reform, racial and Th an k yO u fo r yo ur su p po rt .
social justice, and the equitable treatment of
all citizens. Ogg says she takes this respon- "5 - Pol. adv. paid by the John Whitmire Campaign.
sibility seriously. Although she did not earn

the Caucus endorsement for the primary race,
she says she has heard what the community

is asking for, and is mindful of the trust that
they have put in her with the general election
endorsement.

eye to eye

“I'want to thank my community for placing Dr. Richard Ullman is now at Eye to Eye!
their confidence and trustin me at atime that
is critical, in terms of the way the country is
going to go. By bringing the LGBTQ perspec-
tive to thislevel in the fourth-largest city in

the country, it gives us the credibility and the : Ag:--
gravitas we need to make the changes that so o PR -
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COMMUNITY

Houston Drag Queens Celebrate
Hispanic Heritage Month

Latinx performers come together for a special photo shoot.

ispanic Heritage Month is a time
when Latinx folks celebrate the re-
siliency of their community and the
contributions they have made in the
realms of culture, history, and the
tapestry of an increasingly diverse
America. Inspired by that month-long celebra-
tion, which occurs September 15 through Oc-
tober 15, local drag performer Aria Crawford
adapted to the pandemic and brought 12 Latin
queens together for an epic photo shoot to show
the strength and fabulousness that resides
within their community.
“Growing up American and Latino in
the U.S. during the ’90s and 2000s, I wanted
tofitin as an American so badly,” Crawford
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By ZACH McKENZIE
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recalls. “My parents taught me English as my
firstlanguage to make sure we didn’t have any
problems at school, but in the process they
forgot to teach me Spanish.” Crawford, a native
of Corpus Christi, remembers the overwhelm-
ing desire to blend in. “For my last few years

in school, I took Spanish and learned a little
bit. As an adult, I tried to use what I knew, but
wasn’t very good at it.”

Having made a name for herselfin the
Houston drag scene, Crawford accepted a gig
to host a Latin drag show. “I really started to
utilize and learn more Spanish as I connected
with other Latin queens and developed a love

for Spanish music and the culture it represents.

It was queens like Laisha LaRue that inspired

me to be proud of my Latin culture and [realize]
thatIdidn’t need to ‘fitin’ as an American. I
am Mexican-American, and that is more than
enough.”

Crawford explains how the current po-
litical climate that demonizes Latinx people
makes her mission to represent Hispanic
culture all the more important. “When I was
growing up in the U.S., the problems we were
presented with as Latin Americans weren’t
as hard as they are right now. Our people,
whether they come from Mexico, El Salvador,
or another Latin country, are now often looked
at as ‘less than’ because they want to come to
this country to make abetter life. For them, it’s
sometimes the only option.”


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

An emboldened Crawford has started us-
ing her voice to call for change in how fellow
Latinx people are perceived and treated. “Over
the last couple of years, they’ve been treated
like monsters and criminals for wanting to
have abetter life. That made it really impor-
tant for me to stand proud—to be here in this
country and be connected to them, because I
know that what I have is what they want. I wish
I could give that to all of my people who want
tobe here.”

Crawford explains that many of the per-
formers that Houstonians know and love are
impacted by the rhetoric used to “other-ize”
Latinx folks. “Behind the scenes of drag, some
of these girls are undocumented, and drag is
how they make money to survive,” she says. “I
think if people understood that [the perform-
ers at these] shows are the same people that so
many Americans have talked badly about, they
would have a better understanding of who we
are as apeople. I want to inspire those queens
and show them that we are all Latinos and we
are all in this together, no matter what your
background is.”

Back in February, when a group of Black
Houston drag queens put together a Black
History Month photo shoot, Crawford first
got the idea to pull together some of Houston’s
fiercest queens for a photo shoot in September
that would display the strength and beauty of

Reign LaRue (I-r), Nikki Crawford, Guanders, Adrianna LaRue, Lady B, Kayla Monroe, Edna Anderson, Aria
Crawford, Angelina DM Trailz, Gia LaRue, Linda D Crawford, and Laisha LaRue

some of her favorite counterparts in celebra-
tion of Hispanic Heritage Month. “I knew some
of them because we are part of the same drag
family, and others I've met from just being a.
fan. I had the idea for the photo shoot in the
pre-COVID days, and I shared the idea with
the girls. They all said yes!”

Gia Marie, a Latinx queen, says the op-
portunity to participate in the photo shoot
was ano-brainer. “I fully fell in love with what
the photo stood for. It’s important that we are
proud of our culture and our community.” The
focus on queer pride was also a huge factor
for Marie. “There are so many things for us as
Latinos to be proud of, including being a part of
the LGBTQIA+ community. This project [gave
us] an overwhelming feeling of pride. I'll never
forget this moment or this experience.”

Fellow queen and photo vixen Laisha
LaRue also took pride in celebrating Hispanic
Heritage Month with the fierce group. “To me,
[participating in the photo shoot] meant the
celebration of our culture—the recognition
that we are one, no matter what. I love seeing
all of our people just enjoying their bestlife and
celebrating our culture!”

Sensitivity to social distancing require-
ments was taken into account as Crawford
and her fellow queens proceeded with the
shoot. “We scheduled everybody in different
time slots. They would go, take their picture,

and leave. The photographer then [combined
our separate photos] into one picture,” she ex-
plains. “We didn’t want to make things worse
for [possible COVID exposure], so shooting in
small groups was better for everyone, includ-
ing Coti, the photographer.”

The result of this process was a stunning
shot that the queens will be sharing through-
out Hispanic Heritage Month on social media.
“That’s where everything’s at. I eventually
want to have a print made for my apartment,
but right now everything revolves around so-
cial media. That’s the thing everyone connects
to every day. That’s where most people are
going to seeit.”

Having journeyed on the path of American
assimilation before returning to her Latin
roots, Crawford highlights the importance
of being out, proud, and fabulous at all times,
particularly during Hispanic Heritage Month.
“This gathering of Latin drag queens I call
reinasis a celebration of all different paths
linked by one culture. Some speak Spanish
and some don’t. Some were born here and some
weren’t. But at the end of the day, we are all
connected by our roots, and that’s what makes
it so beautiful.”

Q For more information on Coti
Photography, visit facebook.com/coti-
photographyhouston.
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The 1953 Gay
Raid in Waco

In the decades before Stonewall, gay men's lives
were routinely destroyed by public shaming.

By BRANDON WOLF

On Saturday, April 11,
1953, nearly 70 gay men
packed into a small
four-room house at
2117 South 19th Street
in Waco, Texas, about
10 blocks from Baylor
University. David Owen, a ministerial student
at the Baptist school, had invited the men to
attend the gathering, which was billed as an
“interstate convention” that would culminate
in amock wedding ceremony for two men, one
of whom would dress in drag as the bride.

The guests were watching a floor show
while sipping on beer, wine, and champagne.
The bride was dressed for the event, and an
ordained minister waited to officiate. Sud-
denly, the doors opened, the windows were
blocked, and Waco police officers, assisted by
astate trooper, arrested everyone. The men
were booked into the city jail for “vagrancy”
violations, and each posted a $25 bond to be
released. But the real damage was done during
the coming week when the men’s names and
addresses were printed on the front pages of
Waco’s two newspapers.

This story had mostly been lost from LG-
BTQhistory until 2015, when Houston LGBTQ
historian JD Doyle discovered itin a 1988 issue
of'the gay magazine This Week in Texas. At the
time, Doyle was putting together a collection of
history articles written by the late Phil John-
son of Dallas (wWhose LGBTQ archives are now
apart of the University of North Texas library).
One of Johnson’s articles focused on the 35th
anniversary of the Waco raid.

Doyle went on to find various bits of
information about the raid in the Waco News-
Tribune, the Waco Citizen, This Week in Texas,
People Weekly, DARE magazine and the Berke-
ley Barb. Piecing together Doyle’s research,
OuTSMART can now present the sobering story
of the raid’s aftermath for two of the Waco
party guests whose resiliency helped them
rebuild their lives.

Waco's Gay Life in 1953
Phil Johnson described the Waco gay life in
1953 as small groups of closeted gay men. The
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QUEER HISTORY

bathrooms at Waco’s two train stations and
the bus depot were active cruising locations.
The basement bar at the Raleigh Hotel was
where “eager Air Force men came to be picked
up.” Baylor students usually went to Dallas

to cruise at the 1313 Club (later named Villa
Fontana), hoping to avoid running into anyone
they knew.

Johnson notes that big gay parties were
rareinthe early 1950s, so David Owen’s party
invitation was eagerly accepted by gay men
in Waco, across Texas, out of state, and in the
military. On the day of the party, the men, who
were mostly in their 20s, were having awon-
derful time partying into the early evening.

Acting on atip (wWhich Johnson reveals
likely came from military police at the local
James Connally Air Force Base), nearly 20
members of law enforcement descended on the
1,000-square-foot residence. The officers on
foot and in patrol cars struck so swiftly that
some of the arrests were made in the automo-
biles of men who were just arriving at the party.
Some of the guests resisted, but were soon

THE SEASON<S
D UNHap.
e HOMOSE AL WAS ABOUT

restrained.

Several of the men hauled to the police
station were wearing formal women’s apparel
complete with spring hats and high-heel shoes.
Asthe men posted bond on Sunday morning, a
red wig, ablonde wig, several women’s dresses,
and falsies were stacked on a table in the police
detective’s office. Detective captain Wiley
Stem had even found a love letter written by
one man to another.

Police had no specific law under which to
arrest the men, so they used the common ex-
cuse in those days: vagrancy. Johnson explains
that vagrancy meant that a person did not have
more than $25 in cash, and was considered
to be “aperson who wanders from place to
place without a fixed home or livelihood and
makes aliving by begging or stealing; a tramp;
avagabond.” The men arrested did not fit this
description, but none of them wished to fight
the charge in court.

In afront-page story on April 13,1953,
Stem told the Waco News Tribune that it
was “regrettable” more serious charges than —


http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

ANDY WEBER

Montrose resident
since 1983

Consistent Top Producer,
Circle of Excellence

.\ Voted One of the Best Realtors
¥] in Houston 8 Years In a Row

hoice 2012-2019

If you wish to be
In-The-Loop, whether
selling, buying or just

looking around, Call Andy!

CELL
713.724.4306
DIRECT
713.558.9252

andy.weber@sothebyshomes.com

AARP Your Vote. Your Voice.

Texas

As our nation battles a pandemic and economic downturn, the
health and financial security of voters over 50 are on the line.
That’s why AARP Texas is fighting for your voice to be heard.

AARP Texas wants to make sure that you know all of your
voting options and that all Americans—from working parents
to family caregivers to seniors in nursing homes—can vote
safely whether they choose to vote from home or in-person.

Learn how you can vote safely and make your voice heard
at aarp.org/TXVotes

facebook.com/AARPTexas | @AARPTX | aarp.org/TX

PAID FOR BY AARP

Our Fight.

PROTECT

50+

VOTERS

OutSmartMagazinecom | OCTOBER 2020 53


http:// aarp.org/txvotes 
http://facebook.com/aarptexas 
http:// aarp.org/tx 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:andy.weber@sothebyshomes.com

RAID IN WACO | CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

vagrancy couldn’t be filed, but the city was now
$1,500 richer from the bonds which all the men
forfeited to avoid appearing in court. The story
was later sent out over the Associated Press
newswire and reported on by several tabloids.

The Waco News Tribune also reported that
“law enforcement officers have known for some
time that a small cell of homosexuals has been
active in Waco,” but indicated the Saturday
“convention” was the first of its kind ever held
in the city. One veteran police officer said that
in his 30 years of policing, he had “never seen
anythinglike this.”

Included on the front page was a picture of
Tommy Gene Brown of Dallas, a gay man in his
early twenties, fully attired as the “bride.” The
story garnered so much attention that a second
front-page story was run in the Waco Citizen
on April 16,1953.

The newspapers, which published the names
and addresses of the arrested men, noted that
the men came from all walks of life, and that
most of them had prominent jobs and college
degrees. It also noted that many of the guests
would now be looking for new employment.

One Man's Luck
In 1983, This Week in Texas published an
article noting the 30th anniversary of the raid.
One man, who asked toremain unnamed, then
wrote a letter to the magazine, recounting how
he had been one of those arrested at the party.
The man was at the time a ministerial
student at Baylor in his final year, and due
to graduate in August. He was in love with a
medical student from Baylor Medical School in
Houston who came to Waco for the party.
But the ministerial student was afraid to
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join the party, for fear of being outed. He did,
however, agree to drive his boyfriend to the
party and then pick him up at a specified time.
When he arrived back at the house, the music
was so loud that no one answered the doorbell,
so he went inside. As he was leaving with his
boyfriend, he opened the front door and came
face-to-face with a Texas Ranger. “We were
treated like the scum of the earth,” the man
recalled.

The young man was abandoned by his
boyfriend, who did not even offer to pay his bail
even though the boyfriend was from a rather
wealthy family. So the student had to call a
friend in his hometown who wired him the
money. He never saw his boyfriend again.

‘When his name appeared in the Waco
newspapers, the student was called into the
dean’s office and asked to withdraw from
Baylor. The same fate awaited the student who
threw the party and a couple of other students
who attended.

“This was one of the darkest days in my
life, even to this day. I had to go home and tell
my pastor and my mom that I was asked to
withdraw from the university because Iwas in
ahomosexual raid at school.

“But somehow, God used that incident to
give me the courage to go forward. Another
Baptist school accepted me. I graduated, going
on to a Baptist seminary to earn two degrees
andreceive an honorary degree.

“Today I am a pastor at a Metropolitan
Community Church in Texas, and have been
blessed with the work of the Lord that I am
doing in the church—which I possibly would
never have done if that Waco Police Depart-
ment witch hunt had not occurred.”

The Bride's Story

In another 1988 Phil Johnson article in This
Week in Texas, the story of Tommy Gene
Brown, the hapless Waco bride, was told.

Brown was born in Salina, Texas, around
1930. As ayoung man, he had quite a reputa-
tion as a hairstylist and party person, but he
achieved his greatest notoriety as the Waco
bride.

Inan August 1953 issue of the tabloid Dare,
apicture of Brown with the arresting officer
was used with this caption: “Shown here is
one of the season’s unhappiest brides. A Dallas
homosexual was about to be married when
police broke in, hauled bride to Waco city jail
along with 66 wedding guests. The bride, who
looked ravishing in a faultless satin wedding
ensemble pegged at $350, was about to pledge
troth to an older degenerate. Real minister
presided. The raid netted the largest number
of self-admitted sex deviants in Texas his-
tory.”

In a September 1953 issue of People Today,
adifferent picture of the bride was published
with this caption: “This man in a pearl-em-
broidered wedding dress identified himself
as Tommy Gene Brown, a Dallas window
designer. He was arrested at a homosexuals’
“convention” in Waco, Texas, which drew 125
participants (including GIs) from as far as N.Y.
Police raid stopped Brown’s “wedding.”

After theraid, Brown returned to his home
in Dallas and still held his head high, going on
to live a productive and colorful life. In 1956,
Brown met a man named Fred and fell in love.
In 1959, they moved to the more gay-friendly
San Francisco. Fred worked, and Brown kept
up the home.

Brown became involved in one of Amer-
ica’s first gay organizations, the Society of
Individual Rights (SIR), where he helped with
the dances and costumes for gay productions
of The Boy Friend, Pal Joey, Hello Dolly!, and
The Wizard of Oz.

Asachild, Brown fantasized about being
like Shirley Temple, so his friends called him
Shirley and the name stuck. In 1968, Brown
won the title of Empress III Shirley of the
Imperial Court of San Francisco. He was the
first person to campaign for the title. That
year, Shirley Temple Black, who had been
achild actress, was running for Congress.
Brown went to one of her campaign rallies
and brought back buttons and matchbooks
thatread “Shirley” so he could use them in his
empress campaign.

Brown and his lover, Fred, were together
almost 25 years. Fred died in the late 1970s,
and Brown died in May 1988.

JD Doyle and his Houston
LGBT History website provided
invaluable research material for this story.
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THE COWb-lQ PANﬁEMIG HAS SHAKEN UP HOUSTON, BUT OUR
RESILIENT COIVEMUNITY HAS HELP‘E&THE CITYPUSH THROUGH
THIS ONGOING CRISIS. OUTSMART’ S 20&%0 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS
HONOR THESE TOP LOCAL INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND
BUSINESSES THAT HAVE PERSISTED THROUGHOUT THIS CHALLENGING
YEAR, AND THIS OCTOBER ISSUE SPOTLIGHTS 15 OF THE WINNERS
WHO HAVE MADE HOUSTON A BETTER PLACE WHILE DOING IT.

First, meet drag star Chl6é Crawford Ross who has kept
fans entertained through her show-stopping digital per-
formances. Next, get to know volunteer Crimson Jordan,
who spends much of his free time volunteering with several
LGBTQ community groups. Then, Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo discusses overcoming the challenges facing
the Greater Houston region. Joshua Kornegay talks about
his plant and garden-antiques shop in the Heights, while
restaurateurs Lena Cabrera, her son Angel Cabrera, and
Angel’s husband Brian Ponce debut their new taco shop in
Spring Branch. And ifyou're in need of a socially distanced
happy hour, bartender Reyna Rodriguez has you covered
at Hamburger Mary’s Houston. Historian JD Doyle shares

his passion for making LGBTQ history accessible through
his online archives, and infectious-disease researcher
Maggie White works on vaccine trials at Crofoot MD.
Nurse Kandice Webber then shares her emotional
experiences treating COVID-19 patients in New York,
Pennsylvania, and Texas. Fund manager Doug Smith
discusses his success with real-estate investing despite the
pandemic, artistic director Dan Knechtges prepares for
Theatre Under The Stars’ upcoming seasons, while designer
Thomas Davis keeps Houston safe and stylish with his
fashionable face masks. Last but not least, Kirksey Gregg
shares his downtown events venue that’s perfect for couples
looking to celebrate their big day in style.

O

Don’t forget to join us for a fun evening as we show our 2020 Gayest & Greatest
award winners the love during a virtual Facebook Live awards ceremony on
Wednesday, October 21, at 7:30 p.m.
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An Online

Star Is Born

Chloé Crawford Ross
gets digital.

By SAM BYRD
Photo by SCOTTY KIRBY

Asayoungster watching

RuPaul’s Drag Race’s third

season, Chléé Crawford Ross

was enthralled with contes-

tants Raja Gemini and Manila

Luzon. She loved their fashion
sense and glamour, and that got her to thinking
that this art form might be a future career for
her. After all, it would be a natural extension of
the interests she was already dabbling in.

“When Iwas akid, I would draw silhouette
sketches,” Ross comments about her budding
skills as a fashionista. She would later go on to
attend The Art Institute of Houstonto earna
bachelor’s degree in business with a focus in
fashion. “Fashion has always been a part of
who Iam.”

Upon learning the elements of style, stage
performance, and makeup, her drag career was
born. Now a 10-year veteran of the stage, her
commitment to the art of entertainment has
earned Ross the 2020 Best Digital Drag Show
award.

Before the pandemic, fans could find the
performer at Bar Boheme on Sundays, JR’s
Bar & Grill on Sundays and Tuesdays, and
Michael’s Outpost on Fridays and Saturdays.
Now that local drag performances have moved
online, Ross relies on her ingenuity to keep
entertaining the masses. She has created
The Chloé Crawford Ross Show as her digital
showcase that features lip syncing, banter, and
all the other trappings of her live appearances.
It was something that took alittle bit of getting
used to, but she eventually found her footing.

“It’s definitely a different experience.
Normally when you perform live shows, you get
energy from the crowd. When you’re perform-
ing at home, you don’t necessarily feel that
same energy,” she says.

‘With so many social-media platforms
available, Ross tries to cross-promote her show
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on several outlets in order to reach her fan
base. “Some people are on Facebook. Some are
on Instagram. If you're not doing self-promo-
tion on all social mediato let [your followers]
know, sometimes you miss out on that op-
portunity [to invite] them to see the show,” she
adds. But she spreads the word, her followers
watch, and they ultimately threw their support
behind her in this G&G category.

To create the show, Ross utilizes Jay Clark
of Your Videographer for the filming, and the
videos are still available on her social-media
channels. The response has been positive,
and the overall experience of releasing a video
series during COVID-19 hearkens to the era of
music videos that she recalls from her youth.

A
X
\

\
\
!

“I grew up in the age of the music video. I
remember when you'd be excited to see a world-
premiere music video on MTV,” the performer
says. “It was unfortunate that the virus forced
us to go in this direction, but once we were put
to the test, it was exciting to create.”

Now that Ross has seen how people have
enjoyed her videos, she wants to continue
creating them well after in-person drag shows
resume. Stay tuned, because she’s already in
the planning process for another installment
of her show.

Follow Chléé Crawford Ross online at
Chloe T. Crawford on Facebook and
chloecrawfordross on Instagram.
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ENTERTAINMENT
& NIGHTLIFE

FAVORITE WINE BAR
Postino Montrose
Finalists: Boheme, Max's Wine Dive

BEST DRAG-SHOW BAR

Hamburger Mary’s

Finalists: JR's Bar & Grill, Michael's Outpost, Pearl Bar,
Rumors Beach Bar, Tony's Corner Pocket

FAVORITE BAR TO SHOOT POOL

JR’s Bar & Grill

Finalists: BUDDY'S, George Your Country Sports Bar,
Pearl Bar, Tony's Corner Pocket

FAVORITE BAR TO TWO-STEP
Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Finalists: La Granja Disco Y Cantina, Ranch Hill Saloon

FAVORITE CLUB AFTER 2 A.M.

La Granja Disco Y Cantina
Finalists: Hamburger Mary's, Neon Boots,
Ripcord, Viviana's

FAVORITE CLUB FOR DANCING
Houston Eagle

Finalists: Culture@2020htx, Neon Boots,
Numbers Night Club, ReBar

FAVORITE CLUB IF YOU'RE UNDER 21
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Blur Bar, Numbers Night Club

FAVORITE COMMUNITY BAR

BUDDY’S

Finalists: George Your Country Sports Bar, Houston Eagle,
JR's Bar & Grill, Pearl Bar, Tony's Corner Pocket

FAVORITE MEN'’S BAR

Houston Eagle

Finalists: BUDDY'S, George Your Country Sports Bar,
JR's Bar & Grill, Pearl Bar, Tony's Corner Pocket

FAVORITE WOMEN'’S BAR

Pearl Bar Houston

Finalists: Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon,
Ranch Hill Saloon

FAVORITE STRAIGHT BAR
Boheme
Finalists: Darwin's Pub, Live Oak, Warren's Inn

FAVORITE PLACE TO SHOW OFF YOUR LEATHER
Houston Eagle
Finalists: BUDDY'S, La Granja Disco Y Cantina, Ripcord

FAVORITE PLACE TO WATCH MALE DANCERS
Tony’s Corner Pocket
Finalists: Barcode, Houston Eagle, JR's Bar & Grill

FAVORITE LIVE MUSIC VENUE
House of Blues

Finalists: Numbers, Revention Music Center,
White Oak Music Hall

MOST DIVINE DRAG QUEEN
Alexye’us Paris

Finalists: Blackberry, Chloe Crawford-Ross,
Chloe Knox, Dessie Love-Blake, Tommie Ross —
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FAVORITE DRAG KING
Richard Long
Finalists: lan Syder-Blake, Hugh Dandy

FAVORITE DRAG SHOW HOST/EMCEE
Alexye’us Paris

Finalists: Blackberri, Kara Dion, Kofi,

Dessie Love-Blake, lan Syder-Blake

BEST DIGITAL DRAG SHOW
Chloe Crawford Ross
Finalists: Angelina DM Trails, H-Town Kings, Chloe Knox

FAVORITE DIGITAL DRAG SHOW

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

Blackberri Lizzo Mix

Finalists: Barbara Coa, Chloe Crawford Ross, Chloe Kno,
Violet S‘Arbleu: Drama Queen

FAVORITE LOCAL (NON-DRAG) FEMALE
ENTERTAINER

Wendy Taylor

Finalists: Morena Roas, Lauren Salazar, Christina Wells

FAVORITE LOCAL (NON-DRAG) MALE
ENTERTAINER
La’Darius Mirage Jackson

FAVORITE LOCAL (NON-DRAG) NONBINARY
ENTERTAINER

Coco

Finalist: Stoo

FAVORITE LOCAL BAND/MUSIC PRODUCERS
Dirty Disco
Finalists: Attxla, Space Kiddettes, Vodka Redu

FAVORITE MALE DJ
JD Arnold
Finalists: DJ Panda, Mark D, Joe Ross, Jimmy Skinner

FAVORITE FEMALE DJ
DJ Athenz
Finalists: DJ Cee Watts, DJ Krazzy Kris

FAVORITE DRAG QUEEN DJ
DJ Aracely
Finalist: Lady Bunny

FAVORITE NONBINARY DJ
DJ Melle Mel

PEOPLE

Lina Hidalgo
Finalists: Sylvia Garcia, Abbie Kamin, Kim Ogg

Sylvester Turner
Finalists: Garnet Coleman, Rodney Ellis, Robert Gallegos,
Ed Gonzalez, Alan Rosen, John Whitmire

Julie Mabry
Finalists: Caryn Craig, Heather J. Taylor,
Tammi Wallace
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BEST MALE LGBTQ BUSINESS PERSON
Mark DeLange

Finalists: Christopher Barry, John Donato,
Doug Smith, Ruston Taylor, Tony Vacarro

BEST NONBINARY BUSINESS PERSON
Marcus Pontello

BEST LGBTQ SOCIAL-MEDIA ACCOUNT
Rainbow Community

Finalists: JD Doyle Facebook, Legacy Community Health,
OutSmart Magazine, TransGriot

FAVORITE LOCAL LGBTQ BLOGGER
Monica Roberts

Finalists: Joey Guerra, lan Haddock,
Travis Webb, Barrett White

FAVORITE NATIONAL LGBTQ BLOGGER/VLOGGER
Monica Roberts

FAVORITE MALE (COMMERCIAL) RADIO
PERSONALITY

Amir Diamond

Finalist: Kevin “Special K” England

FAVORITE FEMALE (COMMERCIAL) RADIO
PERSONALITY

Sarah Pepper

Finalists: Carmen Contreras, Kandi Eastman,
Karah Leigh

FAVORITE MALE (COMMUNITY) RADIO
PERSONALITY
Bryan Hlavinka

FAVORITE FEMALE (COMMUNITY) RADIO
PERSONALITY
Judy Reeves

FAVORITE MALE (COMMERCIAL) TV
PERSONALITY

Frank Billingsley

Finalists: Eric Barajas, Chauncey Glover,

Frank Gonzalez, Blake Matthews, Derrick Shore

FAVORITE MALE (COMMUNITY) TV
PERSONALITY
Ernie Manouse

FAVORITE FEMALE (COMMERCIAL) TV
PERSONALITY

Deborah Duncan

Finalists: llona Carson, Pooja Lodhja, Miya Shay,
Courtney Zavala

FAVORITE MALE LGBTQ EDUCATOR/
TEACHER

Brian Riedel

Finalists: Joan Cotton, Brandon Hevey,
Bryant Johnson-Wood, Sean Saunders

FAVORITE FEMALE LGBTQ EDUCATOR/
TEACHER

Pam Straker

Finalists: Nikki Barrajas, Bianca Honore,
Samantha Pisorski-May

FAVORITE MALE COMMUNITY PHOTOGRAPHER
Dalton DeHart

Finalists: Julio Eagle, Bris Thompson,

Steven Tilotta, Angelo S. Ortiz Vela

CONTINUED ON PAGE 65

The Masculine Eros

A Survival Guide for Our Most Troubled Times
A book by: Robert B. Snellgrove, LCSW

Available at The Jung Center Houston Bookstore
or www.robertsnellgrove.com

Robert Snellgrove, LCSW Counselor and Psychotherapist - 4203 Montrose Blvd., Suite 240 - 713.257.0972

LICENSE TO CARRY /CHL

575
$65

Outsmart Readers will receive $10 off

MIKE RODRIGUEZ

281.435.2645 - SpartanHandgunTraining.com

2088 Seea .
Telepsych

Medication management and‘

individual counseling

» Addiction & Recovery
* Anxiety & Fears
* Coming Out & Other LGBT Issues

* Depression
» Grief & Loss
* PTSD

PSYCHIATRIC NURSE PRACTITIONER
Jim Simon, MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC

THERAPISTS
Julia Bettge, MA, NCC, LPC Heidi Kleeman, M.A., NCC, LPC-S
Bryan Boyle, M.Ed., BSN-RN, LPC-S Heather Moss, M.S., LPC-S
Nadine Grizzle, M.A., NCC, LPC Marty Shows, M.Ed., NCC, LPC
Terry Hatherley, M.S., NCC, LPC Rhonda York, M.S,, LPC

Patsy Holden, M.Ed., LPS-S, CCBT

ﬁwe

Behavioral Health Clinic

SOUrce 1308 Kingwood Drive

Group Kingwood, Texas 77339
713.481.2808

www.wellsourcegroup.com
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Paving It
FO)I,’W§1‘(1

Crimson Jordan gives back
to the LGBTQ community
through volunteer work.

By KIM HOGSTROM

here are many wonderful volunteers
in Houston—dedicated people who
make the wheels go 'round. But
Crimson Jordan, 24, brings an extra
dose of energy and talent to the
table. OuTsMART readers recognized
his tireless commitment to the
city’s LGBTQ community by voting him Most
Valuable Trans Male Volunteer this year.

Whether it’s passing out pamphlets, speak-
ingin public, designing a website, or devel-
oping a capital campaign, this gracious and
intelligent young man has done it, and is happy
todoitagain.

Jordan has volunteered for alonglist of
organizations, including the Montrose Center,
the Mahogany Project, Impulse Group Hous-
ton, the Trans People of Color Coalition, and
the Law-Harrington Senior Living Center.

Even with that record, the humble Jordan
is surprised that he won. “Surprised? I didn’t
even know I had been nominated!” he laughs.
“Yes, I am surprised and deeply flattered. I am
so grateful!”

Jordan’s journey to becoming a tireless
Black trans activist was not a smooth one. He
was only three years old when he realized his
body and his mind didn’t match. Being the son
of apreacher, the youngster’s protests were
dismissed out of hand.

Ashe grew, so did his awareness of the
discord. “I did not know the name for it, but I
knew I was not being who I really was,” Jordan
explains. “In school, I'was living a double life,
like something out of a movie. Iwould leave
the house in one set of clothing, and then find
arestroom and put on abinder and different
clothes [so I could] spend the day as myself.

“At home, the first time I officially an-
nounced that I was aboy, I was met with
laughter from my parents. The next time, when
Iwas in my teens, my mother told me that ‘only
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white people do that.’ Then she invited me to
leave the house,” he says, quietly.

The young man became homeless, but
desperately wanted to complete his education,
so he attended school during the day and slept
under a bridge at night. After his best friend’s
family became concerned and took him in, he
lived safely with them for his remaining high
school years.

On his journey to becoming his authentic
self, Jordan also found help at the Montrose
Center and through the welcoming embrace
of its Hatch Youth program. “Sometimes they
were the only thing that kept me going,” he

recalls.

Today, Jordan is a high school English
teacher with a degree from the University
of Houston. His commitment to our city’s
LGBTQ community and the organizations that
helped him when he so desperately needed it is
steadfast.

“Ihave to give back. I simply would not be
here without my friends and the support of our
community,” he states with a smile. “So far, it’s
been apretty wild ride.”

Keep up with Crimson Jordan on
Instagram at @crimsonlovescomics.
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THANK YOU
OUTSMART READERS
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

- COMPLIMENTARY LOANER CARS

VOTED BEST
DOMESTIC AUTO
DEALERSHIP

-FREE OIL CHANGE Ask for

-FREE TIRE ROTATION & FLUID TOP-OFF TONY

-FREE CONCIERGE SERVICES McCLELLAND
Central Houston Cadillac Sales Service

2520 Main Street
Houston, TX77002
CentralHoustonCadillac.com CentralHoustonCadillac.com

832-981-7590 832-981-7590
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm  Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
Sat 9am-6pm Sat7am-3pm
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Political
Activist

Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo uses her position to
fight for human rights.

By LOURDES ZAVALETA

ina Hidalgo was studying public
policy at Harvard University and
law at New York University for
her master’s degree when Donald
Trump became president. Prior to
that 2016 election, the Colombian-
born and Houston-raised activist
hadn’t considered a career in politics, and
instead planned to create change by working in
the private sector. But after weighing the nega-
tive impacts that Trump and other retrogres-
sive lawmakers would have on marginalized
communities, she decided to return to Texas
and run for office in 2018.

“Irealized that I would have a bigger im-
pactifIworked from the inside of the system,”
Hidalgo, 29, recalls. “I was at a point where I
could put my graduate studies on hold, and I
didn’t want to regret not having done every-
thing I could to help my community during
such a difficult time.”

After successfully challenging Republican
incumbent Ed Emmett, who served as Harris
County’s chief executive for over a decade,
Hidalgo became the first woman and the first
Latinato be elected Harris County judge. She
now leads the nation’s third-largest county,
and oversees a budget of more than $4 billion.

Hidalgo’s time in office hasn’t been easy.
She’s faced several challenges that impact the
Greater Houston region, including environ-
mental issues, natural disasters, and now
the COVID-19 pandemic. “This is part of the
job,” she says. “I knew my role was to be an
emergency manager. Of course, I didn’t expect
a global pandemic, but we're learning from all
ofthese crises.”
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While federal, state, and local officials
have all had their missteps in dealing with the
pandemic, Hidalgo has remained unwaver-
ingin her approach to keeping Harris County
safe. And she’s doing this well, according to
OutSmART readers, who voted Hidalgo their
Favorite Female Politician.

“I appreciate the love,” she says. “This was
so unexpected and humbling. We still have a
lot of work to do, and I hope I can continue to
make people proud. [Local politicians] need
people holding us and every other elected of-
ficial accountable. That’s how we build a better
government.”

Hidalgo is a strong supporter of the LGBTQ
community, and has worked with Commis-
sioners Rodney Ellis and Adrian Garcia—the
two other Democratic members of the Harris
County Commissioners Court—to pass histor-
ic pro-equality legislation. In 2019, the court
added protections for LGBTQ workers and
enacted aresolution to recognize the annual

Transgender Day of Remembrance for the first
time. This year, the court decided to officially
acknowledge June as Pride Month.

These decisions were ano-brainer, Hidalgo
says. “Who you love and how you identify
shouldn’t dictate what health benefits you get,
or prevent you from feeling protected at your
job. Harris County has so many challenges.
We can’t afford to alienate an entire segment
of the population; we have to recruit the very
best people so we can do the best work for our
community.”

Looking ahead to the November 3 election,
Hidalgo urges OutSMART readers to vote. “No
matter what side of the aisle you're on, democ-
racy ultimately depends on our participation,”
Hidalgo says. “The government works best
when people are paying attention. I hope folks
choose to make their voices heard.”

For more information on Lina Hidalgo,
visit cjo.harriscountytx.gov.
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FAVORITE FEMALE

COMMUNITY PHOTOGRAPHER
Yvonne Feece

Finalists: Chanell Escobar, Mirna Fonseca,
Andrea Simonton

FAVORITE NONBINARY COMMUNITY
PHOTOGRAPHER
Eric Edward Schell

FAVORITE MALE COMMUNITY HERO
JD Doyle

Finalists: Piero Arevalo, Don Gill, Jason Rocha,
Mykey Whitney, Ashton P. Woods

FAVORITE TRANS MALE COMMUNITY HERO
Emmett Schelling
Finalists: Logan Knight, lan Syder-Blake, Lou Weaver

FAVORITE FEMALE COMMUNITY HERO
Debbie Steele

Finalists: Julie Mabry, Heather J. Taylor,

Tammi Wallace, Fran Watson, Kandice Webber

FAVORITE TRANS FEMALE COMMUNITY HERO
Atlantis Narcisse

Finalists: Dina Jacobs, Evie Lavender,

Monica Roberts, Alexis Nicole Whitney

FAVORITE NONBINARY COMMUNITY HERO
Kelsey Reynolds
Finalists: Mike Webb, Eric Edward Schell

LEADING FEMALE FUNDRAISER
Sallie Woodell

Finalists: Chree Boydsstun, Angela Tate,
Linda Rhodes, Carol Wyatt

LEADING TRANS FEMALE FUNDRAISER
Alexis Nicole Whitney
Finalist: Mya Kori Wesley

LEADING MALE FUNDRAISER
Kennedy Loftin

Finalists: Derrick Brown, Stephen Duckett,
Don Gill, Timmy Martinez, Mykey Whitney

LEADING TRANS MALE FUNDRAISER
lan Syder-Blake
Finalist: Richard Long

LEADING FEMALE ENTERTAINER FUNDRAISER
Violet S’Arbleu

Finalists: lvanna Cupcake, An"Marie Gill,

Angela Mercy, Alexis Nicole Whitney

LEADING MALE ENTERTAINER FUNDRAISER
Mykey Whitney
Finalists: lan Syder-Blake, Travis Webb

MOST PROMINENT FEMALE ACTIVIST
Fran Watson

Finalists: Julie Mabry, Lo Roberts, Kendra Walker,
Kandice Webber

MOST PROMINENT

TRANS FEMALE ACTIVIST

Monica Roberts

Finalists: Dee Dee Watters, Alexis Nicole Whitney,
Jessica Zyrie

MOST PROMINENT MALE ACTIVIST
Ashton P. Woods

Finalists: Antonio Arellano, Piero Arevalo,
Brad Pritchett

MOST PROMINENT TRANS MALE ACTIVIST
Lou Weaver

Finalists: Caleb Elijah, Ola Osaze,

Emmett Schelling, lan Syder-Blake

MOST PROMINENT NONBINARY ACTIVIST
Kelsey Reynolds
Finalist: Eric Edward Schell

MOST VALUABLE FEMALE VOLUNTEER

Lo Roberts (tie)

Donna Junker (tie)

Finalists: Ana Sanchez, Heather J. Taylor, Tori Williams

MOST VALUABLE TRANS FEMALE VOLUNTEER
Monica Roberts
Finalists: Mia Ryan, Alexis Nicole Whitney

MOST VALUABLE MALE VOLUNTEER
Brad Pritchett

Finalists: Domenic Cusano, Stephen Duckett,
Don Gill, Tony Martinez, Kevin Nguyen

MOST VALUABLE TRANS MALE VOLUNTEER
Crimson Jordan
Finalist: Emmett Schelling

MOST VALUABLE NONBINARY VOLUNTEER
Robin Mack
Finalist: Kelsey Reynolds

REAL ESTATE

BEST MALE REAL-ESTATE AGENT
Brooks Ballard

Finalists: George Burch, Gabriel Cardenas,
Jeremy Fain, Thomas Phillips, Dan Ritchel

BEST FEMALE REAL-ESTATE AGENT
Shan Randle

Finalists: Karen Derr, Debbie Levine, Lynette Lew

BEST MORTGAGE COMPANY

Cody Grizzofi-NRL Mortgage
Finalists: Amegy Bank Mortgage, John Frels,
Keith Russell-Republic State Mortgage

BEST TITLE COMPANY
Chicago Title Inner Loop
Finalists: Alamo Title, Capital Title, Texas American Title

BEST HOME BUILDER
Jose Ocque
Finalists: Sandcastle Homes, ROC Homes

BEST HOME REMODELING COMPANY
Luria Construction
Finalists: C House Renovations, Jauncho Jimenez

FAVORITE RENTAL COMMUNITY
Drewery Place Apartments (tie)

Elan Memorial Park (tie)

Finalists: Cabochon at River Oaks, Elan Heights,
Ellison Heights, Skyhouse Apartments —

Houston’s BEST
Tattoo & Piercing Studio!
OUTSMART READERS’
CHOICE AWARDS
2013, 2014, 2017,
2018, 2019 & 2020

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY
o s

ASTROLOGER

X Personal astrological sessions
> Relationship readings = personal / business

K Presentations & lectures 4o organizations
o=

*

Thank you again
to my OutSmart
readers for voting me
Best Astrologer for
all of these years”

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com
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Flower Power

Joshua Kornegay's plant shop
is blooming in the Heights.

By JENNY BLOCK

oshua Kornegay, owner of Joshua’s
Native Plants and Garden Antiques,
Inc. in the Heights, says that many
people’s firstimpression of him is that
of adoomsday-prepping, gun-loving
redneck. “Not that there’s anything
wrong with that,” he laughs. “I think
it’s because I wear so much camo,” a style that
stems from his lifelong love of the outdoors,
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camping, and bird watching.

Inreality, Kornegay is anything but a
doomsday prepper and gun toter. He grew up
with arather strict Navy veteran dad and a
well-educated, nurturing mom. He describes
his childhood as “well-balanced, loving, and
‘regular.”” Thatis, until high school. “As is
often the case, I realized I was gay after hav-
ing a string of girlfriends that never turned

into anything very serious. And nobody needed
to know about the guys I'd secretly fool around
with occasionally,” he recalls. “At the time, I
thought, ‘Everyone does this, right?””

But this was not the last time Kornegay
made alife-altering discovery.

After earning a forestry degree at Stephen
F. Austin State University, he realized that
being a park ranger wasn’t going to pan out for
him. So,in 1993, Kornegay instead decided to
open a garden shop. “I already knew a lot about
natural science—plants and the like. Plus, I'd
always had aknack for making a buck. So, why
not?” That was almost 30 years ago, and he
says he’sloved every year since.

Kornegay’s obvious love for nature’s
greenery earned Joshua’s Native Plants and
Garden Antiques this year’s Best Gardening/
Nursery Supply award. The shop specializes
in plants native to the Gulf Coast, including
many succulents and cacti. “These plants need
no special soils, fertilizers, or, for that matter,
any skill to grow. Plus, a great many of these
are drought tolerant,” Kornegay notes. Native
plants are also more likely to attract songbirds,
butterflies, hummingbirds, and many other
wonderful beasts. “That’s why many of us
garden, right?”

Kornegay actually handpicks many of his
plants from farms across Texas, so if this well-
stocked store doesn’t have something on your
garden wish list, Kornegay will get it for you.
“We also have a huge selection of old-fashioned
garden classics, just like your grandmother
had in her garden. Even though we are a small
shop with only a handful of employees, we are
always available to talk with you about any of
your gardening projects.”

“Being anative Houstonian myself, I am
well aware of our big city’s diversity. We cater
to everyone—from those who just need a few
houseplants in cool pots to those who love
being outdoors and [creating the oasis of their
dreams,] be it traditional, modern, or down-
right bizarre,” Kornegay says.

Asaglobal importer of pottery, garden
art, and architectural artifacts, Kornegay’s
nursery offers alittle bit of everything. “Once, I
even acquired a vintage men’s room urinal that
was set up as a fountain for one of my kinkier
customers!” Kornegay recalls.

He loves it when customers say, “I will
never shop anywhere else, ever again!” And
Kornegay admits that he’s heard this comment
many times and trusts that he will continue to
for yearsto come.

“So drop by, mask-up, and see what unex-
pected thrill awaits you!”

Formore information on Joshua’s Na-
tive Plants and Garden Antiques, visit
joshuasnativeplants.net.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX ROSA
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COMMUNITY

BEST POLITICAL ADVOCACY GROUP
Houston GLBT Political Caucus

Finalists: Jolt Action, Transgender Education Network,
Victory Fund

FAVORITE LGBTQ PHILANTHROPIC
ORGANIZATION

The Montrose Center

Finalists: Bunnies on the Bayou, ERSICSS,
Legacy Community Health, Out for Education

FAVORITE LGBTQ BENEFIT EVENT OF THE YEAR
Bunnies on the Bayou

Finalists: Houston Leather Pride, Mint Julep,

The Montrose Center Gala, World AIDS Day Luncheon

FAVORITE LGBTQ SOCIAL ORGANIZATION
Diana Foundation

Finalists: ERSICSS, Executive & Professional Association
Houston (EPAH), Krewe of Olympus, Lambda NextGen

FAVORITE LOCAL LGBTQ COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATION

Greater Houston LGBT

Chamber of Commerce (tie)

PRIDE Houston (tie)

Finalists: ERSICSS, Montrose Center,

PWA Holiday Charities, Space City Sisters

BEST LOCAL CORPORATE LGBTQ

DIVERSITY GROUP

Chevron

Finalists: Amegy Bank, Dow Chemical, ExxonMobil, Shell

FAVORITE LGBTQ SPORTS CLUB
Montrose Softball League Association
Finalists: Gay Kickball, Houston Hurricanes,
Houston Tennis Club, Lone Star Volleyball

FAVORITE HIV/AIDS SUPPORT ORGANIZATION
AIDS Foundation Houston

Finalists: Avenue 360 Health & Wellness, Legacy Commu-
nity Health, The Montrose Center, PWA Holiday Charities,
St. Hope Foundation

FAVORITE NATIONAL LGBTQ ORGANIZATION
The Trevor Project

Finalists: Black Trans Advocacy Coalition, National Gay
& Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, Victory Fund

FAVORITE LOCAL COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
University of Houston

Finalists: Houston Community College, Rice University,
Texas Southern University

FAVORITE PLACE TO TAKE YOUR
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS

Houston Eagle

Finalists: Discovery Green, Houston Galleria, Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo, The Menil Collection, NASA

FAVORITE PLACE TO WORSHIP
Resurrection Metropolitan

Community Church

Finalists: Bering Memorial UMC, Congregation Or Ami,
Kindred, St. Paul's UMC, Unity of Houston —

24-Hour HelpLine
713.529-3211

MONTROSE ;
IIIIICOUNS[“N(‘ A service of the

CENTER Montrose Counseling Center

\ We're answering the call

...with no‘hang-ups!’

+ Depression / Suicide / Crisis Intervention

+ Domestic Violence Help & Shelter

+ Sexual Assault & Hate Crimes Support

+ Addiction Support & Treatment

+ Community Events & Visitor Information
+ GLBT-affirming Resources

+ HIV&STD Info

- ’_//’/—.

\\ Vated One of
- the Best for Favorite
. HIV/AIDS Organization
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FULLY

MOBILE
IN 2021!

Back in the HE
of Montrose!

Voted Best or Finalist
Massage Therapist
2002-2020!

O3 SPA

- Hydro-Massage & Ozone Spa Therapy Services
- Professional All-Breed Grooming
- Coat Maintenance Services
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Voted Best
Pet Grooming
Service

THERAPTY

JM Professional Services LLC

PRIVATE PRACTICE

Qualified Substance
Abuse Professionals

* Personal & Workplace
* SAP Evaluations
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse

JEFFREY MYLES

NCAC |, SAP, LAP-C

713.447.2164 | JMylesSAP@gmail.com

FAVORITE PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAM
Houston Astros

Finalists: Houston Dash, Houston Dynamo,

Houston Rockets, Houston SaberCats, Houston Texans

LOCAL BUSINESS MOST SUPPORTIVE
OF THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY

Silver Eagle Distributors

Finalists: Amegy Bank, BUDDY'S, Houston Eagle,
Pearl Bar, Tony’s Corner Pocket

NATIONAL BUSINESS MOST SUPPORTIVE
OF THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY

Target

Finalists: Anheuser-Busch, Comcast, MAC Cosmetics,
Zions Bancorporation

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ WEBSITE

OutSmart Magazine

Finalists: Houstonlgbthistory.org, JD Doyle Archives,
LegacyCommunityHealth.org

BEST NATIONAL LGBTQ WEBSITE
JD Doyle Archives
Finalists: HuffPost, TransGriot, Towleroad

DINING OUT

BEST NEW RESTAURANT OR FOOD CONCEPT
Dumpling Dudez
Finalists: Tacos Dofia Lena, Tortilla Joe's, Traveler’s Table

BEST CAFE
Barnaby’s Cafe
Finalist: P)'s Coffee of New Orleans

BEST 24-HOUR RESTAURANT
Katz’s Deli & Bar
Finalists: House of Pies, Whataburger

BEST BAKERY

Dessert Gallery

Finalists: Common Bond, Michael's Cookie Jar,
Sweets by Tony

BEST BARBECUE

The Pit Room

Finalists: Demeris Bar-B-Q, Pinkerton's Barbecue,
Truth BBQ

BEST DELI
Katz’s Deli
Finalists: Kenny & Ziggy's, New York Deli & Coffee Shop

BEST FOOD TRUCK
Stuff’d Wings
Finalists: The Waffle Bus, What A Taco

BEST DUMPLINGS
Dumpling Dudez

BEST HAMBURGER
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Barnaby's Cafe, Burger Joint, Lankford's Grocery

BEST HOT DOG
Good Dog Houston-Montrose —
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Lena Cabrera, her son,
and his husband serve up
authentic Mexican food
in Spring Branch,

By KIM HOGSTROM

hen a five-month-old taco
shop beats out some of the
most well-established insti-
tutions in Houston for the
Best Mexican Restaurant
award, there is something
going on that you should
know about. Fortunately,
OutSmarT readers were willing to share their
secret about Tacos Dofia Lena, so now the catis
out of the bag.

Inacity brimming with Mexican and Tex-
Mex cuisine, it is hard to stand out. But this
little Spring Branch taqueria does it with se-
ductive aromas and a tidy, colorful interior that
only hint at the dining experience that awaits.
Authenticity is the key to these indulgences,
and it’s evident from the first bite.

Tucked into an ordinary strip center, the
value offered here is remarkable; one wonders
how fresh made-from-scratch fare, chock-
full of meats and cheeses, can be sold at these
prices. Tacos start at $2, gorditas at $4, and
tortas at $7, and they’re available in plenty of
vegan and vegetarian options.

How do they do it? Just ask owners Lena
Cabrera, her son Angel Cabrera, and Angel’s
husband, Brian Ponce. The Houston family
hasyears of experience in selling tacos, a de-
termination to succeed, and a work ethic that
is aforce of nature.

In 1992, 6-year-old Angel, his two younger
sisters, and his mom left Mexico for the prom-
ise of abetter life in Houston. “Life was very
difficult for us in Mexico, and I wanted some-
thing better for our children,” Lena explains.
“We were not sure what to expect when we ar-
rived here. I was very frightened, but as I look
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back now, I see that is the very best decision I
could have made. We love Houston.”

As aformer street-taco vendor, Lena used
her entrepreneurial spirit when the family ar-
rived to set up a taco stand in their new apart-
ment complex in Spring Branch. After only a
few weeks, customers were standing in line.

“My mom sold handmade food from a stand

in our complex for 25 years,” remembers Angel.

“She served the sort of food you would find in
atraditional village taco stand in Mexico. She
worked extremely hard and was able to save
up enough money to send me to college. I am so
grateful for the opportunities she gave me.”
Angel, 35, and Brian, 34, have been married
for two years, and are approaching a decade
in their deeply committed, loving relation-
ship. “We worked with one another for years
waiting tables at Barnaby’s,” Brian says, “so we
already knew we worked well together before
opening our restaurant. We also learned alot
about the business there. Jeff Gale, the owner,
isincredible. In fact, nearly everything about
Barnaby’s serves as arole model for us.”

Brian Ponce (1),
Angel Cabrera,
and Magdalena
“Lena” Cabrera

The family signed alease for a brick-and-
mortar location more than ayear ago. It took
time to open because they chose to self-finance
the operation rather than take out aloan.
“Loans cause us anxiety,” Angel explains with
asmile.

Throughout those months, Lena continued
to sell her fare full-time at the apartments
while her son attended classes at the Univer-
sity of Houston, met with architects, vendors,
and inspectors at the restaurant, and even
waited tables at Barnaby’s every night.

“Itwas tough, but I knew that’s what it
would take. So I put my head down and I did it,”
he says.

Five months ago, the family finally opened
Tacos Dofia Lena with four employees: Lena,
Angel, Brian, and a friend. Today, they have ten
employees and continue to grow. Not bad for
being in the middle of a pandemic.

“We are so grateful for the response we
are getting, and our many return customers.
Not only can we continue to grow, it means my
mom can look forward to a comfortable retire-
ment in the future,” Angel concluded. That’s
what I want most for her.”

For more information on Tacos Dofia
Lena, visit facebook.com/tacosdonalena.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX ROSA
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BEST PIZZA

Bollo (tie)

Pizza Birra Vino (tie)
Finalists: Pepperoni's, Pink’s Pizza,
Star Pizza

BEST SEAFOOD

Truluck’s

Finalists: Eugene’s, Pappadeaux,
The Rouxpour

BEST STEAK HOUSE

B&B Butchers

Finalists: Morton's Steak House,
Pappas Bros., Perry’s Steakhouse

BEST STEAK NIGHT AT A BAR
Free Grillin’ at George
Finalists: BUDDY'S, Neon Boots,
Pearl Bar

BEST SUSHI
AKA Sushi
Finalists: Miyako, Oishii, Osaka

BEST VEGETARIAN/

VEGAN

Verdine

Finalists: Korny Vibes, Soul Food Vegan

BEST BREAKFAST
Baby Barnaby’s
Finalists: Breakfast Klub,
Tortilla Joe's, Snooze

BEST BRUNCH

Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
Finalists: House of Blues,

Phil and Derek's, Traveler's Table

BEST LUNCH SPOT

Urban Eats

Finalists: Barnaby's Cafe, Jenni's Noodle
House, Tacos Dofia Lena

BEST DESSERT
Dessert Gallery
Finalists: Chocolate Bar, Rita's Italian Ice

BEST BRITISH
Red Lion Pub

BEST CAJUN
BB’s Tex-Orleans

BEST CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICAN
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine

BEST CUBAN
El Rey
Finalist: Cafe Piquet

BEST CHINESE

Cafe Ginger

Finalists: Ginger & Fork,

Three Six Nine (3-6-9), The Rice Box

BEST JAPANESE
Uchi
Finalists: Qishii, Roka Akor

BEST THAI

Khun Kay Thai
Finalists: Morningside Thai,
Thai Chef's, Thai Spice

BEST VIETNAMESE
Mai’s Restaurant
Finalists: Roostar, Thien An

BEST FRENCH
Artisans Restaurant

BEST GREEK
Niko Niko’s
Finalist: Just GRK

BEST INDIAN
Tarka Indian Kitchen
Finalists: Khyber, Pondicheri

BEST ITALIAN

Giacomo’s Cibo e Vino (tie)
Riva’s (tie)

Finalists: Carrabba’s, Maggiano's

BEST MEDITERRANEAN/
MIDDLE EASTERN
Fadi’s

Finalists: Aladin, La Fendee

BEST MEXICAN

Tacos Doiia Lena
Finalists: El Tiempo Cantina,
Gloria's Latin Cuisine, Superica

BEST PLACE FOR A ROMANTIC DATE
Rainbow Lodge

Finalists: Giacomo's Cibo e Vino,

Pappas Bros. Steakhouse, Traveler's Table

BEST PLACE TO CELEBRATE
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Dumpling Dudez,
Present Company

BEST RESTAURANT

FOR CHEAP EATS

Jenni’s Noodle House
Finalists: Barnaby's, Raising Cane's,
Urban Eats

BEST RESTAURANT

FOR ELEGANT DINING
Brennan’s of Houston
Finalists: Perry's Steakhouse,
Traveler's Table

CONTINUED ON PAGE 75

LOCATIONS

MEMORIAL
1040 W S0 HouSToN PARKWAY NokTH

\A\\LO N’K@é

Greoh & Amenrican Cafe

MoNTRoSE MARKET SQUARE
2520 MONTROSE 301 MILAM

NI@W/ IN THE HEIC

Thank you for voting Katz’s Best Deli and Best 24 Hour Restaurant
year after year. Come experience our new location in The Heights,
complete with a fabulous bar and wraparound porch.

aHTS!

9@25

k “:>
£R L0

616 WESTHEIMER RD
HOUSTON, TX 770046
713-521-3838

19075 1-45 SOUTH (EXIT77) = 2200 N. SHEPHERD DR
SHENANDOAH, TX 77385 HOUSTON, TX 77008
936-321-1880 713-999-4799
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Reliable
Realtor

Shan Randle is the property
broker you can count on.

By ZACHARY McKENZIE

nce ateacher, always a teacher.
Shan Randle has gone from be-
ing a professional educator to a
bonafide real-estate agent and
financial-literacy tutor. Even
though she no longer spends her
days in the classroom, Randle
schools her clients in the art of
snagging the home of their dreams, while si-
multaneously cultivating the next generation
of world-changing youth through her financial
literacy program.

“I'm African-American. I guess you would
call me a stud. Once you get to know me,
though, I'm really girly.”

The friendly real estate agent reflects
on her professional path: “I taught special-
education students for eight years, and
was looking for something different.” That
grueling workload started to have an effect
on her type 1 diabetes, so while she was in the
process of buying her first home, she paid close
attention to the details as she pictured herself
teaching others to purchase real estate. “After
Iclosed, Irealized I could be a Realtor who
really educates people—so I'd still be teach-
ing,” Randle recalls. “I did my Realtor training
hours that same summer, and took my exam
the following school year. It was hard for me,
because I didn’t want to leave my students. I
was working in alow-income district, but I
knew I had to focus on my health. January will
mark five years of having a license.”

The charismatic agent now counts the
folks who are purchasing their first home
among her favorite students. “I work with
first-time home buyers, and I have fun educat-
ing them. That’s the greatest joy I get from real
estate.”

Asfunasherjobis, Randle acknowledges
the concern and confusion that can go into
making such an important decision, and ad-
dresses these worries by assuring her clients
that she’s got their back every step of the way.
“[After we work together, my clients] are so
educated that they sometimes get on the lend-
ers’ nerves,” Randle laughs. “I don’t want them

72 OCTOBER 2020 | OutSmartMagazine.com

to be confused after the home-buying process.
Taxes, escrow accounts, home warranties—if
you don’t know what those things are, you
could waste alot of money.”

The savvy professional knows that her role
as an out and proud agent is to show her clients
that they are in safe hands. “I want to be there
for our community,” she emphasizes. “I know
there’s anxiety about whether a Realtor is
an ally or not. I want people to say, ‘OK, Shan
is gay, so I can ask her whatever questions I
want.”

And when she’s not teaching home buyers,
Randle and her partner, Shenice, channel
their passion for education and financial lit-
eracy with their “Tech For Your Future” youth
program that sets the next generation up for
success. “I put money away every time I close
on houses,” Randle says inregard to funding
this passion project. “Once the kids complete
our financial-literacy courses, they receive a

laptop to help them go to college or start their
career.”

Randle keeps an eye out for kids who
may struggle with the program’s application
process. “I don’t want to leave kids who have
potential behind just because they may notbe
able to write an essay. My ultimate goal is to dig
even deeper for the kids that fall through those
cracks and lift them up with this program.”

The busy real-estate agent sums up her
passion for the home-buying process saying
that educating her clients and financial-
literacy students keeps her motivated. “Yes,
I’'malesbian, butIjust want to do what’s right
for everybody, whether you’re in the LGBTQ+
community or not.”

For more information on Shan Randle,

visit har.com/shanrandle. Tune in to
the Shan and Shenice Show online at shenand-
shanshow.lgbt.
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Q)
COMCAST
NBCUNIVERSAL

Diversity and inclusion are a top priority at
Comcast NBCUniversal, and the company is
committed to creating a culture of inclusion
for our LGBTQ+ employees.

Comcast is proud to be recognized as

Runner Up for Most Supportive National Business
of the LGBT Community by the readers of
OutSmart Magazine.

Congratulations to all 2020 Gayest & Greatest
Reader’s Choice Awards Winner!

At Comcast NBCUniversal it's PRIDE ALL YEAR.
——

Thanks for Voting me | peitles g
“Best Female Attorney” \ 2020 4

4

deborah lawso\l_rr

Attorney at Law p.l.le.

P.O. Box 940082
Houston, TX 77094

713.478.2618
deborah@lawsonlegal.net

Live your legacy. In real time. No apologies. No regrets.

WE BELIEVE THAT FAMILIES, LIKE
BABIES, COME IN ALL SHAPES
AND SIZES.

Everybody deserves to have
their dream of starting a family
come true. We're proud

to help.

Contact us to learn more:

713.512.7900

aspirefertility.com

Inspiring hope.
Building beautiful families.

aspire

FERTILITY
The Prelude Network

Voted Best
Fertility Clinic

-

q’i ']

l‘ 4
VJ Tramonte
Owner/Broker §§

2 HOUSES w/ 1,120sf APT

EACHFRONT
GARAGE APT
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Multitalented
Mixologist

Reyna Rodriguez keeps things
shaking at Hamburger Mary's.

By SAM BYRD

eynaRodriguezis awoman on

the up and up in the Montrose

bar scene. Thanks to her friend-
ship with amanager at the former
Bayou City bar on Grant Street,
she started working the door there
during her first two years in the
service industry. After that, she made the leap
to the other side of that strip center on Grant
and began bartending at Hamburger Mary’s,
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which opened in February 2017. After years of
slinging drinks and entertaining customers,
Rodriguez has won this year’s Favorite Female
Bartender award.

Sheis also the first transgender woman to
pick up this award. “It’s amazing. I always like
to see my sisters doing something positive in
the community. It’s good to have this honor,”
she says of her historic achievement.

Hamburger Mary’s is a spot known for its

raucous drag shows, tongue-in-cheek names
for menu items, and crowd antics. For guests
who are looking for a good beverage to partner
with the signature burgers, she recommends
the Hennessy Margarita.

“It’s not too strong, and it’s not too sweet.
It’s a different flavor than the tequila, and
people tend to like it more,” she says.

Rodriguezlikes to take partin the fun
at the restaurant, too. She recalls one of her
craziest moments on the job when she was
horseplaying with a coworker. “I fell,and I
brought down a whole shelf of bottles with me
to the floor,” she admits.

Embarrassing moments aside, her patrons
look forward to her hospitality, even during the
pandemic when service workers are always
shifting roles and responsibilities to accom-
modate changing safety guidelines.

“I'm a chameleon. I roll with it and go
with the flow. Luckily, I have other jobs, so it
didn’t affect me as much. It is difficult because
you don’t get that one-on-one time with your
clients where you can laugh at the bar. I've had
to get comfortable with the mindset of staying
away from the people I'm usually physically
close to,” she adds.

Rodriguez keeps herself perpetually
busy when she’s not tending bar. She’s been
employed by the State of Texas for the last nine
years, first working with the Texas Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program before
transitioning to social services. “Ilike the
stability of the job, and because I'm a people
person, it was nice to know I was assisting
people who needed help during hard times,”
she says.

While her state job is a good one, her
dreams of entrepreneurship have been emerg-
ing lately, and she’s felt compelled to dive into
anew course as an esthetician. Reyna had her
eyes on the future when she recently opened
Reyna’s Royal Chamber at 6776 Southwest
Freeway. Her businessislocated in a suite
with other cosmetologists offering services
that complement her own menu of facials,
treatments for damaged skin, and microblad-
ing services.

Follow Reyna Rodriguez on Instagram
@reynasroyal_chamber.
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BEST RESTAURANT

FOR OUTDOOR DINING
Postino Montrose
Finalist: Lucille’s

BEST RESTAURANT

FOR CURBSIDE DINING
Tortilla Joe’s

Finalist: Hamburger Mary’s

BEST DINING TO-GO
Barnaby’s Cafe
Finalists: Chili's, Tortilla Joe's

FAVORITE FOOD DELIVERY
David Alcorta Catering
Finalists: Pepperoni's, Tortilla Joe's

FRIENDLIEST RESTAURANT STAFF
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Barnaby’s, Gloria's Latin Cuisine, Tortilla Joe's

DRINKS
& SPIRITS

CLUB OR RESTAURANT WITH

THE BEST HAPPY HOUR

Houston Eagle

Finalists: BUDDY'S, JR's Bar & Grill,

La Granja Disco Y Cantina, Tony's Corner Pocket

CLUB OR RESTAURANT

WITH THE BEST MARGARITA

Gloria’s Latin Cuisine

Finalists: 1308 Annex, Houston Eagle, Tortilla Joe's

CLUB OR RESTAURANT

WITH THE BEST MARTINI

Guava Lamp

Finalists: BUDDY'S, Hotel ZaZa, Houston Eagle,
JR's Bar & Grill

BEST DRINKS TO-GO
Hamburger Mary’s
Finalists: Pico’s, Tortilla Joe's

FAVORITE FEMALE BARTENDER

Reyna Rodriguez

Finalists: Sarah Tompkins Gutierrez, Crystal Murley,
Kristina Prats, Mya Ross

FAVORITE MALE BARTENDER
Charles Garibay

Finalists: Chris Contello, Colton Gaul,
Ronnie Thomas, Brian Wade, Travis Webb

FAVORITE BRAND OF BEER

Bud Light

Finalists: Eureka Heights, Karbach Crawford Bock,
Karbach Love Street, St. Arnold’s Lawnmower

FAVORITE BRAND OF LIQUOR

Tito’s Handmade Vodka (tie)
Dripping Springs Vodka (tie)

Finalists: Deep Eddy Vodka, Don Anastacio Tequila,
Jameson's Irish Whiskey, Ketel One —

Daniel R. Garza, MD

Medication
Management
Psychotherapy
Specializing in:

Depression - Bipolar
Anxiety - ADHD Disorders

NEWPORT

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Indoor Air Quality
Service
BEST Installation

PSYCHIATRIST
sl 281/808-8630

OutSmart Readers’
Choice 2008-2020 -
Serving Houston for over 20 years!

281.610.8190

\ v Lic#TACLAS5198E 0%
3131 Eastside St. * Suite 415 WY ot P Financing
Limited Evening Appointments Available — —— Available

Y Se Habla Espariol '
DRGarzaMD.com

OUR OFFICE GETS THE RESULTS
THAT OUR CLIENTS DESIRE.

Best Male Leading Male
Real Estate Agent Fundraiser

LET US ASSIST YOU TOO!

DAN C. RITCHEL

214-384-1164 dan.ritchel@me.com

HELEN

GUILLARY
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HELEN GUILLORY REAL ESTATE
WWW.HELENGUILLORY.COM
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H E A LT H BEST FEMALE EYE DOCTOR FAVORITE FEMALE NURSE BEST MALE MASSAGE
Michelle Hung Kandice Webber THERAPIST
& B E A U T Y Finalists: Juliet Farmer, Christine Tyler Ryan Fugate
FAVORITE MALE NURSE Finalist: Tom Zeppelin
BEST MALE EYE DOCTOR Derek Smith
BEST CHIROPRACTOR Stewart Zuckerbrod Finalists: Christopher Cox, Akil Jones, BEST MALE PHYSICAL
Alexia McClerkin Finalists: Paul Lovero, Evan Mapes, AJ Sarabia THERAPIST
Finalists: Paula Batterton, Byron Menard Scott Sawyer Roy Rivera Jr.
BEST MALE PSYCHIATRIST
BEST COSMETIC BEST FERTILITY CLINIC Daniel Garza BEST FEMALE
SKIN CARE CENTER Aspire Fertility Finalist: Barry Gritz, Chad Lemaire, PERSONAL TRAINER
The Skin Renewal Center Finalist: Houston Fertility Institute Jim Simon, Pedro Bustamante Felicia Sexton
Finalists: Skin Renaissance, Finalist: Melissa Serra
SkinLab at West Ave. BEST FOOT DOCTOR BEST MALE MENTAL-HEALTH
Vanessa Barrow THERAPIST BEST MALE
BEST MALE AESTHETIC PHYSICIAN Ty David Lerman (tie) PERSONAL TRAINER
Patrick McNamara BEST FEMALE PHYSICIAN Robert Snellgrove (tie) Kian Alexander
M. Sandra Scurria Finalist: Shane Hennesey, Jeffrey Myles,
BEST COSMETIC SURGEON Finalists: Jennifer Feldman, Ryan Viviano BEST VIRTUAL PERSONAL
Forrest S. Roth Julia Kovacs, Natalie Vanek TRAINING SESSIONS
Finalists: Franklin Rose, Angela Sturm BEST FEMALE MENTAL-HEALTH Tropa Z (Corrie Domingo)
BEST MALE PHYSICIAN THERAPIST Finalist: Billy Morquecho
BEST FEMALE DENTIST Gordon Crofoot Denise O’Doherty
Cynthia Corral Finalists: Octavio Barrios, Abel Flores, Finalists: Tara Bates, Jessica Eisaman, BEST GYM/PLACE TO
Finalist: Daniella Farias Mark Levine Tierra Ortiz-Rodriguez, Betsy Vasquez WORK OUT
Body Positive at Legacy
BEST MALE DENTIST BEST PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT/ BEST MALE MENTAL-HEALTH Community Health
Marcus de Guzman NURSE PRACTITIONER THERAPIST/PSYCHOLOGIST Finalists: Club Houston, LA Fitness,
Finalists: Alex Barrera, Sam Carrell, Austin Maggie White Denis “Woodja” Flanigan Skyline CrossFit
Faulk, Cory Logan, Randy Mitchmore Finalist: Donnie Harvey Finalist: Daniel Garces CONTINUED ON PAGE 79
Touchstone: The Path of Conscious Creation &
A SIX-WEEK SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE
For six weeks we will discover how we can access the God-given power ®
of conscious creation to direct the energies of life in ways that enhance
our experience of abundance, wellbeing, and satisfaction.
Visit us on facebook and online at unityhouston.org of Houston
Limited seating for in-person services on Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. beginning Sunday, September 27, 2020.
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YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW,

CHICAGO TITLE HOUSTON IS ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU!

Inner Loop o Memorial
3700 Buffalo Speedway, Suite 1100 CHICAGO TITLE 10100 Katy Freeway, Suite 110
Houston, Texas 77098 HOUSTON Houston, Texas 77043
713-418-7000 713-465-1663

FIES [FEEE#F
TOYOTA WORLD %

20400 I-45 N. « Spring, TX 77373
FredHaasToyota.com

VOLUME TOYOTA
DEALER IN TEXAS
16 YEARS IN A ROW
FOR A REASON!t

P

Experience the many reasons people
choose Fred Haas Toyota World.

' Our state-of-the-art facility offers customers a unique blend of
: 0% FOR 60 MONTHS comfort and amenities combined with an extensive inventory
NOW AVAILABLE! p . of over 3,700 new and pre-owned vehicles.

JUST MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN! Vehicle must be purchased from the listed dealer only. Promotion subject to chiange and/or termination at any time without notice. (1) 0% Annual Percentage
Rates (APR) for 60 months. AVAILABLE TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS who finance a new 2020 RAV4 through Toyota Financial Services. Higher rates apply
for customers with lower credit ratings. Specific vehicles are subject to availability. APR may not be combined with any other Customer Cash or lease offers.
Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed is $16.67. Must take retail delivery from dealer stock. Dealer sets final actual price. tClaim based on Total Retail

Sales volume per GST 2003-2018 and Total Dealer Stock volume per GST 2006-2018 for Fred Haas Toyota World. See dealer for details.
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Hm.lstm}’s
E-Historian

JD Doyle makes local LGBTQ history
accessible through his online archives.

By ZACHARY McKENZIE

ow, more than ever, it’s impera-
tive that queer folks know their
history and learn from the
pioneers who paved the way to
where we are today. A one-stop
shop for LGBTQ Houston and
Texas history can be found in
the JD Doyle Archives. This
impressive catalog oflocal queer history even
includes hundreds of obituaries and 580 hours
of archived radio program content. It’s clear
why Doyle’s massive digital platform is the
recipient of this year’s Best National LGBTQ
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Website award.

In January 2000, Doyle was invited to do
aradio segment on the history of queer music.
What followed was a 15-year gig as the host of
Queer Music Heritage, aunique LGBTQ music
history program. Covering a spectrum of
music from gay country to queer hip hop, Doyle
decided to digitize his work for future genera-
tions of listeners to enjoy. “It wasn’t long after
the show wrapped that I knew I wanted to put
it online, because the history was important
enough to be archived and because no one else
was doing this kind of show. These indepen-

dent artists were the pioneers, and you can’t
find them anywhere,” he explains.

After putting Queer Music Heritage online,
Doyle realized he had much more to offer
regarding LGBTQ history. “In about 2013,
realized I had things in my personal archives
like Pride photos from the 1980s, and I started
putting that stuff on my website so people
could see it,” the out historian explains. “I kept
adding more scans of gay publications, which
are probably my first love when preserving
history.”

In 2014, his site dedicated to LGBTQ Texas
and Houston history was created. “You can’t
really find that kind of information in history
books.”

The final tier of the archives is the Texas
Obituary Project, a catalog that memorializes
LGBTQ Houstonians and Texans. “Ilike to
include the person’s age, and if they left a part-
ner behind,” he explains. The site is designed
to help the user research based on category. “I
have tags on every page: AIDS deaths, Black,
Latino, female, deaths by violence. You can
search all of these specific things. I hopeit’s
useful for researchers who are studying LGBT
deaths over the years.”

Doyle explains that while the obituary da-
tabase is vast, it will never capture every LG-
BTQdeath. “Not everyone had obituaries, and
there are probably twice as many deaths due to
AIDS than the tag on my website reflects.”

Doyle explains that he doesn’t monitor
website visits or clicks, even now that his en-
tire website collection has been preserved by
the U.S. Library of Congress. He understands
his mission to be much greater than attracting
website traffic. When asked what this history
resource would have meant to a younger ver-
sion of himself, he explains, “I might’ve come
out alot sooner. When I was younger and com-
ing out, there was no Internet or real visibility
of the gay people we could have looked up to
as mentors. The people coming out now are so
lucky. They don’t know how blessed they are.
Inthe’70s, it was seen as a sickness and illegal.
You had to watch your back.”

As for the future of his archives, Doyle
explains he has no intention of slowing down,
and even has plans for expansion. “I have
found that the history website has gotten a
little wider than just Houston. I have whole
sections with digitized stuff from Dallas,
Austin, and San Antonio, just because I can
and because it needs to be available. I want the
website to continue to expand to be statewide.”

Find historian JD Doyle’s archives
online at houstonlgbthistory.org.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX ROSA
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BEST COMMUNITY
HEALTH-SERVICES PROVIDER
Legacy Community Health
Finalists: Avenue 360 Health & Wellness,
St. Hope Foundation

BEST MEN'’S HEALTH CLINIC
Lago Mar Medical Clinic

BEST VIRTUAL HEALTHCARE
APPOINTMENTS

Crofoot MD

Finalist: Legacy Community Health Care

BEST EMERGENCY OR
URGENT CARE CENTER
SignatureCare Emergency
Center

Finalist: Elite Care 24-Hour Emergency

BEST PHARMACY

Legacy Pharmacy (tie)

Avita Pharmacy (tie)

Finalists: Walgreens Pharmacy at Crofoot
Medical, Walgreens

BEST COVID-19 TESTING SITE
Crofoot MD

Finalists: City of Houston, Legacy
Community Health Care, SignatureCare
Emergency Center

BEST RAPID COVID-19
TESTING SITE
SignatureCare
Emergency Center

BEST FEMALE HAIR STYLIST
Celina Gonzalez

Finalists: Lana Blake, Yesenia Garcia, Patty
Gooch

BEST MALE HAIR STYLIST
Christopher Michael Stribling
Finalists: Brian Mejia, Reza Nouri,

Joel Quinones, Anthony Skoogie

BEST TATTOO PARLOR
Electric Chair

Finalists: Corazones Tattoo,
Red Eye Gallery

HOUSE
& HOME

BEST AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING COMPANY
Village Plumbing & Air
Finalist: Newport Air Conditioning
& Heating

BEST FLORIST

Perfect Petals by Geo

Finalists: Bloom and Bo,

David Brown Flowers, Michael McCarthy

BEST FURNITURE STORE
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Finalists: Cantoni, Nadeau

BEST FURNITURE STORE
ON A BUDGET
Alabama Furniture
Finalist: IKEA

BEST GARDENING/
NURSERY SUPPLY

Joshua’s Native Plants &
Garden Antiques

Finalists: Buchanan'’s Native Plants,
Fountains and Statuary

BEST INTERIOR DESIGNER
Christopher Charles Interiors
Finalists: Brad Brandt, J Randall Powers

BEST LANDSCAPING
COMPANY

Windswept

Landscape Studios

Finalist: Thompson + Hanson Stone

BEST MOVERS
3 Men Movers
Finalist: All My Sons Movers

BEST PEST CONTROL COMPANY
Natural Care Pest Control

BEST PLUMBER
Village Plumbing & Air

BEST POOL COMPANY
Venture Pool Co.
Finalist: Houston Cool Pools

BEST HOME SECURITY COMPANY
Fortress Shield Security

LEGAL &
FINANCIAL

BEST BANK

Amegy Bank

Finalists: BBVA, EastWest Bank,
Regions Bank, Wells Fargo

BEST CREDIT UNION

Houston Federal Credit Union
Finalist: People’s Trust Federal

Credit Union —

HGONZALEZ OLIVIERI LLC

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM, HOUSTON, TEXAS

SERVING
THE LGBTQ+
COMMUNITY

+ Residency

» Naturalization

« Business Visas

» Investor Visas

- Same Sex Visa Petitions

- Temporary Work Visas

« Representation Before
Immigration Courts

+ Board of Immigration Appeals

» U.S Supreme Court Representation

+ And more!

- RAED GONZALEZ, JD LLM

“BEST MALE
ATTORNEY” £}

GonzalezOlivieriLLC.com
EvitaLaDeportacion.com

(713) 481-3040
2200 Southwest Freeway

Suite 550, Houston, TX 77098

HF G

‘Houston Federal
Credit Union

Your Mortgage Made Easy |

From Mortgage Refinancing to
First-Time Home Buying

If you live, work, worship or attend school in
Houston you may qualify for membership.

mMnrfyage

< Scan Here to
Apply Today!

Credit Union membership is required before utilizing any product and/or service by establishing a
savings account with $5. Loans subject to credit approval. Other terms and conditions may apply.
Apply online at www.houstonfcu.org, call us at 261-243-0500 or visit any of our nine convenient
locations. HFCU is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender.

ﬁ Houstoo Federal Credit Union NMLS #673404
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BEST FEMALE ACCOUNTANT/
BOOKKEEPER

Kimberly Shockley

Finalists: Maria Ngo, Wendy Langford

BEST MALE ACCOUNTANT/
BOOKKEEPER

Gary Gritz

Finalists: Bryan Polk, Joseph Werle

BEST FEMALE ATTORNEY
Deborah Lawson

Finalists: Lena Laurenzo, Dawn Renken,
Fran Watson

BEST MALE ATTORNEY

Raed Gonzalez (tie)

Mitchell Katine (tie)

Finalists: Heath DeJean, Charles Hunter,
John Nechman, Dwane Todd

BEST FEMALE FINANCIAL
PLANNER/ADVISOR
Grace Yung

Finalist: Christyna Lewis

BEST MALE FINANCIAL
PLANNER/ADVISOR
Richard Dickson
Finalists: Elias Contreras,
Steven Miranda, Shane Theriot

BEST LGBTQ

FUND MANAGER
Doug Smith/
Hawthorne Funds

BEST FEMALE
INSURANCE AGENT
Shenice Brown

Finalist: Jennifer Majors Baca

BEST MALE

INSURANCE AGENT

Lane Lewis (tie)

Patrick Torma (tie)

Finalists: Dustin Harwell, Jason Rocha

PETS

BEST FEMALE
VETERINARIAN

Kristy Kyle (tie)
Danielle Rosser (tie)
Finalists: Christie Cornelius,
Brittany Marvel

BEST MALE
VETERINARIAN

Eric Cagle

Finalists: Richard Clive,
Doug Hendrix, Larry White

BEST PLACE TO ADOPT A PET
BARC Animal Shelter

and Adoptions

Finalists: Friends For Life,

Houston Humane Society

BEST DOGGIE DAY CARE
Yale Street Dog House
Finalists: The Dog House Pet Salon,
Wag'n World

BEST PET EMERGENCY CARE
CENTER

Gulf Coast Veterinary
Specialists

Finalists: Urban Animal Veterinary Hospital,
Vergi 24/7

BEST PET GROOMING SERVICE
Pure Pets

Finalists: Aussie Pet Mobile River Oaks,
Natural Pawz, Wag'n World,

Yale Street Dog House

BEST PET WALKING AND
PET SITTING SERVICE
My Dog Butler

Finalist: Robert Carrasco

BEST PET FOOD AND TREATS
NULO
Finalist: Baked Bones

BEST PLACE TO BUY PET SUPPLIES
NaturalPawz

Finalists: PetSmart,

Quality Feed & Garden

ARTS

BEST ART GALLERY/PLACE
TO BUY ARTWORK
Archway Gallery

Finalists: Hardy & Nance Studios,
John Palmer Art Space Montrose

BEST REGIONAL THEATER
Alley Theatre (tie)
Theatre Under The Stars (tie)

BEST COMMUNITY THEATER
Catastrophic Theatre
Finalist: Ensemble Theatre

BEST LOCAL EQUITY THEATER
Stages Repertory Theatre

BEST PERFORMING ARTS
COMPANY

Houston Grand Opera
Finalists: Bayou City Performing Arts,
Pilot Dance Project —
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Devoted

Researcher

LGBTQ ally Maggie White studies
infectious diseases at Crofoot MD.

By MARTIN GIRON

fter one of Maggie White’s best
friends tested positive for HIV,
he was confronted and shamed
by another friend who was stay-
ing at his apartment. The inci-
dent influenced White’s decision
tobecome an infectious-disease
researcher.

“Even though that confrontation happened
over 15 years ago, it was so backwards for my
friend to be treated that way for being HIV
positive,” White says. “It kind of pushed me
over the edge to go into HIV research.”

White, anurse practitioner and clinician
at Crofoot M D, was no stranger to the world of
medicine while growing up. Her mother, who
held a Ph.D. in nursing, had mentored her from
an early age and influenced her compassion for
thoseliving with HIV and AIDS.

“Irecently found an article in the religion
section of the Houston Chronicle from 1987
that showed my mom volunteering with AIDS
patients by providing home hospice care,”
White notes. “She believed that God loved ev-
eryone, and that [those living with HIV/AIDS]
deserved to be loved and taken care of just like
everybody else.”

Born and raised in Houston, White attained
abachelor’s degree in nursing from UT Austin
and two master’s degrees in nursing and public
health from the UT Health Science Center in
Houston. She began working in HIV research
at the Baylor College of Medicine before shift-
ingto providing more interactive clinical care
at Crofoot MD.
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In addition to being one of Houston’s pri-
mary providers of PrEP HIV-prevention medi-
cation, Crofoot MD is one of the largest HIV
clinical-research sites in the country, with 15
to 20 clinical trials going on at any given time.

Their focus on infectious disease has also
allowed the clinic to participate in some of the
upcoming COVID-19 vaccine trials. They have
tested over 1,000 Houstonians for COVID-19
since March.

“The way I'm treating my patients with
COVID-19 today is different than in April, or
even June, because the knowledge is evolving
sorapidly,” White says. “The good thing is that
we haven’t seen an increased risk or worse
outcomes for COVID-19 among patients with
HIV.”

White says that while Crofoot MD has
historically treated many Houstoniansliving
with HIV, the practice has adopted a primary-
care model to cater to the LGBTQ community’s
holistic health needs beyond HIV prevention
and treatment. “When I started six years ago,
about 70 percent of our patients were HIV-pos-

itive, but now [that ratio] is about 50 percent,”
White says.

Crofoot MD’s staff, many of whom are
queer, stress the importance of creating an
environment where LGBTQ folk can feel
comfortable with their healthcare providers,
White says. “You can’t treat and prevent HIV
or any other illness in a vacuum by just looking
at blood work and prescribing medication—so
much of'it is education and empowering pa-
tients to participate in their own health care.”

Commenting on her win for Best Nurse
Practitioner, as well as Crofoot MD’s wins for
Best COVID-19 Testing Site and Best Virtual
Healthcare Appointments, White’s compas-
sionate nature shines through. “AllI can be is
agood ally and help. If I'm able to do that, and
give hope to people with HIV, I'm happy. To be
honored by the community you serve, there’s
nothing better than that.”

To learn more or schedule an
appointment at Crofoot MDD, visit
crofootmd.com or call 713-526-0005.
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FAVORITE HOUSTON MUSEUM
Contemporary Arts
Museum Houston (tie)

Menil Collection (tie)
Finalists: Holocaust Museum,
Museum of Fine Arts Houston,
Houston Museum of Natural Science

FAVORITE LOCAL FEMALE ACTOR
Tamarie Cooper

Finalists: Lydia Meadows, Holland Vavra,
Pamela Vogel

FAVORITE LOCAL MALE ACTOR
Dylan Godwin

Finalists: Mark Ivy, Charles Swan,
Wesley Whitson

FAVORITE LOCAL FEMALE
FINE ARTIST

Crystal Murley

Finalists: Letitia Garcia,

Janavi Mahimtura Folmsbee

FAVORITE LOCAL MALE FINE ARTIST
Hugo Perez

Finalists: Robin Baker, Edgar Medina,
Wes Holloway

FAVORITE LOCAL NONBINARY
FINE ARTIST
L’'Quesha K. Monet

AUTO

BEST AUTO

BODY SHOP

RMS Avuto Care
Finalist: Ryan Automotive

BEST AUTO

MECHANIC

Tech Auto Maintenance
Finalists: Montrose Car Care,
RMS Auto Care

BEST CAR WASH/
AUTO DETAILING
Aqua Hand Car Wash
Finalists: CARisma Wash,
Mister Car Wash

BEST DOMESTIC

AUTO DEALERSHIP

Central Houston Cadillac
Finalists: Helfman Dodge Chrysler Jeep,
Planet Lincoln

BEST IMPORT

AUTO DEALERSHIP
Fred Haas Toyota
Finalists: Advantage BMW,
Jaguar Houston Central

SHOPPING
& SERVICES

BEST ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy
Finalists: Kevin Casey, Varina Rush

BEST ONLINE CLOTHING STORE
Hyphen
Finalist: Torrid

BEST COPY/PRINT SHOP
Copy.com

BEST PLACE TO BUY EROTIC
PLAYTHINGS

Executive Adult Video
Finalists: Discount Video, Megaflixx,
Montrose Forge

BEST PLACE TO BUY EYEWEAR
The Eye Gallery (tie)
Montrose Eye Care (tie)
Finalists: Eye Impact, Eye to Eye,
Spectacles,

BEST FACE MASK DESIGNS
Masks by Thomas

Finalists: East End Masks,

Alan Gonzalez, Huntees.com, MexicAnita

BEST SPECIALTY FOOD STORE
Phoenicia Specialty Foods
Finalist: Central Market

BEST GROCERY STORE
H-E-B
Finalists: Kroger, Trader Joe's

BEST CURBSIDE GROCERY PICKUP
H-E-B
Finalist: Kroger

BEST JEWELRY STORE
Silverlust (tie)
Tenenbaum Jewelers (tie)
Finalist: Zadok Jewelers

BEST LIQUOR STORE
Spec’s Wines, Spirits
& Finer Foods

Finalist: Total Wine & More

BEST CREATIVE AGENCY
Mad Hat Maven Creative
Finalist: Black Sheep Agency,
Kwirx Creative, Refuge Marketing

BEST MANAGED

IT SERVICES

Cyber One Solutions
Finalist: Egis Cyber Solutions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 90

B/ FIG

Voted One of the Best Psichiatrists

High Quality
Compassionate Care

Access to Providers via

& ASSOCIATES Cell Phone 24/7
Christine Barry F. Alexis
Wysong Gritz, M.D. Williams

APRN, Psychiatrist APRN,
PMHNP, BC Diplomate of the American Board PMHNP, BC

of Psychiatry and Neurology

» Saturday Hours

» Centrally Located Office
« Appointments Readily Available

 Male or Female Providers Available

230 Westcott, Suite 210,
Houston, Texas 77007

713.869.7400

S

N
R/

Don't let yourself get
bogged down with taxes,

Leave your troubles at my door!!

- RAALLN =

« 20+ Years Experience « Preparation of Financial Statements to third parties
+ Monthly & Quarterly Payroll Tax Returns - General Ledger packages—Quick Books, etc.

+ Local & State Government Filing « My office or yours!

« Arbitration with IRS « Proud member of EPAH

Gary M.Gritz,cpa

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Specializing in Personal & Business Accounting Services

Call (713) 784-3030

230 Westcott, Suite 210 - Houston, Texas 77019
WWW.GARYMGRITZPC.COM - GGYANKSSS@AOL.COM

reates
., 2020 .

K

o, *
JCE AWP
VOTED

Best Accounting and
Bookkeeping Service
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Out on the
Front Lines

Nurse Kandice Webber
has worked tirelessly
to heal COVID-19 patients.

By ZACHARY McKENZIE

here has always been a consensus
about how courageous nurses are.
Throw a pandemic into the equa-
tion, and suddenly the world comes
to ahalt as we all watch footage of
these heroes on the front lines of
aglobal health crisis. Nurses like
Kandice Webber, this year’s Favorite Female
Nurse, are now sacrificing more than they
ever imagined when they took the Hippocratic
Oath.

“Ihave been a nurse for almost 20 years.
I’'ve never seen a disease like COVID,” Webber
says. “Itis brutal and unrelenting. It is unpre-
dictable, and it kills.” This sentiment is telling,
given that Webber is a critical-care nurse
specializing in medical intensive care. “The
patients I care for have a multitude of disease
processes that culminate inlife-threatening
illnesses.”

Webber understands that her choice to be-
come anurse comes with a particular amount
of emotional challenges and sacrifices. “I've
cared for nurses who contracted COVID
[while] working in the same hospital I work
in, and I have had to watch some of them die,”
the selfless medical professional says. “I know
thatIcould be one of those frontline health-
care workers who dies caring for strangers.
Thatis a sobering feeling.”

The toll that the pandemic has had on
nurses like Webber is clear, both profession-
ally and personally. “I am separated from my
family because of the dangers of spreading
this virus to them. I miss my wife and chil-
dren,” she says. “My youngest child is only 18
months old. I've been away from her for a third
of herlife.”

84 OCTOBER2020 | OutSmartMagazine.com

Through technology, she is able to keep in
touch with them. “My wife sends me videos
and pictures every day. We FaceTime alot. One
of my greatest fears was that my baby wouldn’t
feel abond between us because I've been away
from her for so long.”

The lead organizer of Black Lives Matter
Houston recognizes how important it is to be
anout nurse. “Representation matters. Most
people who die of COVID die alone. Their fami-
lies can’t be with them, and the last thing they
need is to have some nurse or doctor [prohibit
an LGBTQ partner from contacting them via]
calls or video chats.”

‘Webber remembers a gay patient who was
dying of the disease, and his partner kept try-
ing to get information about his prognosis, to
no avail. “The doctors kept blowing him off,”
sherecalls. She had to fight for his partner and
explain that he has loved the patient for almost
30years. “Ireminded them that we provide
care. We don’t not pass judgment about our

patients’ families or who they share love with.”

Webber took the initiative and contacted
the patient’s partner. “Ilet him use my phone to
FaceTime. He died three days after that call. I
satin hisroom and held his hand as he transi-
tioned, and then I called his partner to lethim
know that he had passed, but he wasn’t alone. I
was there with him. I will never forget them.”

Having worked in New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Texas during the pandemic,
this brave and compassionate nurse contin-
ues to face danger and uncertainty every day
while providing top-notch care to her patients,
all while maintaining a semblance of family
life when she isn’t in her surgical scrubs. “I'm
incredibly grateful for my wife, because she
prioritizes my communication with our little
one. Those of us on the frontlines are making
unbelievable sacrifices.”

For more information on Black Lives
Matter Houston, visit blmhouston.com.
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PLANET LINCOLN PROVIDES AN UNAPPARELLED LUXURY EXPERIENCE

S » AgHoms Tast Diives
Brack|frampet > oy Blacit Laiod Bepsenes Lislsan
2020 LINCOLN o Servise Pick Up & Delivery

> AvearS0000 mills Premum Melntenanss Plen
ELACK LAGEL GONTINENTAL & Cpmentong Ay Coroe ) SetalP

OUR ULTIMATE EXPRESSION OF DESIGN & PERSONAL SERVICE

Planet Lincoln’s . OURGOAL:
Effortless

To provide the best

Promise _
: SO A4 TO Our C]lent automotive experience ever.

THE RIGHT PEOPLE - REMOTE TRANSACTION - SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT - TRANSPARENT PRICING - TECHNOLOGY

YOUR TIME

YES! Planet Lincoln is ready when you are. You may not have

time to visit the dealership. We will bring the vehicle of your choice
to demonstrate at your location showcasing the vehicle’s latest

technology and available options.
YOUR SPEED

YES! Planet Lincoln provides remote transparent information on the
price, the value of your trade and all available payment options for

retail and lease. No need to visit the dealership, our single point of

contact concierge will assist and structure all payment options.

YOUR LOCATION

YES! Planet Lincoln will deliver your new Lincoln and required
documents to the location of your choice for an easy, transparent,

effortless single point of contact automotive purchase.
YOUR BEST SERVICE EXPERIENCE
YES! Planet Lincoln provides online service appointment scheduling

which allows us to provide pickup and delivery for service. In addition,
we’ll provide a Lincoln loaner* while your vehicle is being serviced.

*APPLIES TO SELECT VEHICLES/YEARS & SERVICES. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. © WCAG

(888) 242-5059 | 20403 45 NORTH, SPRING, TX 77388 @O0 PLANETLINCOLN.COM
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oug Smith, CEO of Hawthorne
Funds, grew up on a cotton farm
just south of Lubbock, Texas.
Hawthorne Funds is a private
equity firm that aggregates inves-
tors’ funds to purchase, subdi-
vide, and sell large rural tracts of
land in Texas. “Many investors

are members of the Houston

LGBTQ+ community,” he says.

Smith’s ability to take good care of his in-
vestors has earned him the Best LGBTQ Fund
Manager award.

Despite COVID-19 and all of the hardship
ithas caused, Smith says things have been
going surprisingly well at Hawthorne Funds
these days. “I'm grateful that it has been
mostly ‘business as usual’ for us. The main
thing that has helped us is that we buy and sell
rural land. We’re seeing an increased desire by
many to flee the city for wide-open spaces.”

Smith has been interested in doing busi-
ness and making money since he was a kid. “It
may have started with the Monopoly board
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game. It continued with my small business in
junior high, selling bracelets and necklaces.
Then it was on to buying and selling baseball
cards online, handling the email marketing
for businesses (right as email became a thing),
and eventually selling study guides to math
students during college.”

People are often surprised to discover that
Smith was quite an athletic youngster who
dreamed of becoming a baseball or football
star. “But as the other kids grew, I didn’t. It
feltlike I became tinier and tinier in com-
parison,” he says, noting his disappointment
over not excelling in high school sports. “As a
way to feel good about myself and to feel less
invisible, I focused my efforts on making good
grades and winning awards.”

When it was time to head off for college,
choosing a school wasn’t a tough choice for
Smith. “My dad said that I could attend any
college I wanted—as long as it was Texas
Tech.” He decided to pursue a major in busi-
ness administration with a minor in Spanish.

His academic path, he says, brought him to

Money
Maker

Hawthorne Funds'
Doug Smith empowers
his investors.

By JENNY BLOCK
Photo by GARY BLAKE

ExxonMobil here in Houston, right out of col-
lege. “That job led to me saving up some money
and launching my career as an entrepreneur
and businessperson. And here I am today. So
apparently my [success can all be traced] back
to me being arunt!”

However, he did not remain at ExxonMobil
forlong. After learning that most millionaires
made their fortunes in real estate, he decided
thatreal-estate investing was his next move.
So, Smith bought his first house and then went
on to buy 41 more over the next five years. The
rest, as they say, is real-estate investment
history.

Smith used to be aregular on the Montrose
Softball League Association and says he met
some of the closest friends he has today on the
softball field. These days, he’s more focused on
the Executive and Professional Association
of Houston (EPAH) organization and tends to
support causes EPAH is involved with. Other
organizations that he’s recently supported
include the Montrose Center, the UH Gradu-
ate College of Social Work, and AIDS Walk
Houston.

Smith says that investing is vital to indi-
viduals, society at large, and to the LGBTQ+
community specifically. “It allows us to take
control of our own finances, and by extension,
our own lives. People who invest properly are
generally able to retire or scale back much
sooner. Justimagine what the LGBTQ+ com-
munity could do with the [generous support of
many] individuals who had invested properly
over the long term.”

For more information on Doug Smith,
visit hawthornefunds.com or send him
an email at doug@hawthornefunds.com.
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Store selections vary.

THANK YOU

FOR VOTING US #1

Thousands of Wines ¢ Hard-to-Find Spirits * Hundreds of Craft Beers
Texas Family-Owned Since 1962 « Lower Prices ¢ Bigger Selection

£)SPECS

WINES - SPIRITS - FINER FOODS

TEXAS SUPERSTORE™: 2410 SMITH STREET
(713) 526-8787 * SPECSONLINE.COM

Cheend lo Qanga/ v

Serving our
Community in
a Safe & Caring
Environment.
DENIS“WOODJA"

FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship
i Counseling

4%\ Voted Best
~4\ Psychologist
A% 2011-2020

OutSmart Readers’
Choice Awards

Specializing in individuals,
couples, & family relational
issues to regain your
direction, sense of meaning,
and your happiness.

2211 Norfolk St., Suite 206, Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804
For mental health news, and information, you can follow me at
wwyw. facebook.com/Flanigan.psvchotherapy

ACCIDENTS - BUSINESS - WILLS & ESTATES
CONSUMER FRAUD - DIVORCE & MORE

GET THE ATTENTION
THAT YOU DESERVE

CALL NOW!
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The Show
Must
Go On

Despite COVID-19, the future of
Theatre Under
The Stars is bright.

By MARENE GUSTIN
Photo by JENN DUNCAN

he curtain will rise again! That’s
the motto for Theatre Under The
Stars (TUTS) right now as the ven-
erable musical theater organiza-
tion postpones its season, reduces
staffing and salaries, and deals
with a $17 million budget shortfall.
Butin spite of the trauma, OuT-
SmMART readers still gave TUTS the Best Local
Equity Theater award this year.

“Itis anincredible honor because Hous-
ton’s other theaters also have a devotion to
their craft thatis incredible,” says TUTS Ar-
tistic Director Dan Knechtges. “I personally
try to go see everything [at the other theaters],
so it’s humbling to be singled out.”

And while the theater is currently dark,
the future of TUTS’ upcoming season appears
bright.

“Plans for 2022-23 are in full swing,”
Knechtges says. “We’ve got a full list of shows
that got canceled or delayed, along with new
producers wanting to bring shows here. It’s
going to be exciting!”

Although TUTS’ prospects are looking
up, the theater needs to get through the rest
ofthis year and 2021 to carry out its plans for
2022-23, and that remains uncertain.

“Trying to predict what will happen in
the pandemic is very difficult, and it changes
daily,” Knechtges admits. “However, we do
know the protocols for the show starting in
May will be dictated by the tour producers of
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Come From Away.”

According to Knechtges, the producers
will have stringent protocols in regard to the
actors and musicians. For instance, to keep
audiences safe while they are in the building,
shows will no longer feature intermissions,
and proper social distancing and masks
will be required. But should things improve,
Knechtges says the theater organization will
evaluate what it will do next.

“Our first self-produced show in the Hobby
Center is Rock of Ages next August, and I'm
hopeful we will be closer to normal at that
time,” he says. “Should we still need more safe-
ty procedures in August, we will take what we
learned from Come From Away and put that
into place for Rock of Ages.”

While the TUTS stages are bare at the
moment, that doesn’t mean the 52-year-old
theater company isn’t still producing art.

“Ithink Winston Churchill once said,
‘Never let a good crisis go to waste,” Knechtges
notes.

TUTS justlaunched a podcast and a web-
cast based on its popular Spotlight Series, an
originally free in-person event that gave audi-

ences the chance to meet the cast and creative
teams responsible for TUTS’ productions. The
podcast and webcast offer fans the chance to
go behind the scenes and connect with musi-
cal theater in a more meaningful way. Knech-
tges recently hosted a Spotlight webcast in
which he spoke with other performing-arts
leaders about the current state of affairs and
how they’re staying connected to the com-
munity during this unprecedented era. The
Spotlight podcast also explores cast albums,
from well-known hits to the really obscure.

“[The podcast and webcast are] both great
ways for musical-theater fans to stay plugged
in to the community while we are unable to
gather,” Knechtges says.

Like its Spotlight Series, TUTS could
not host a production at the Miller Outdoor
Theatre this year, due to the pandemic. So, the
theater organization is working to continue
both its schools and in-community program-
ming for its Public Works Houston program
online. As they say, the show must go on.

Formore information on TUTS,
visit tuts.com.
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Sebastian Gutierrez
Finalist: Ashkan Media

Out of the Closet
Finalist: Buffalo Exchange

WEDDINGS
& EVENTS

BEST PLACE TO POP THE
QUESTION

Eleanor Tinsley Park
Finalists: Pearl Bar,

Williams Tower Water Wall

BEST PLACE TO RENT/BUY
FORMAL WEAR

Al’'s Formal Wear
Finalist: Men's Wearhouse

BEST WEDDING

OFFICIANT

Johnny Peden

Finalists: Kirksey Gregg Productions,
Billy Whitaker

BEST WEDDING

CAKE BAKERY

David Alcorta Catering

& Custom Bakery

Finalists: Cake Fine Pastry, Sweet Nation,
Who Made The Cake!

BEST WEDDING/EVENT
CATERING FIRM

David Alcorta Catering
Finalist: Devour Houston Catering

BEST WEDDING/EVENT DJ
Darker Side DJs & Karaoke
Finalists: B&B Entertainment,

Brad Janacek

BEST WEDDING/EVENT FLORIST
Rexberry Luxury Events
Finalist: Perfect Petals by Geo

BEST WEDDING/EVENT LIVE
MUSIC/STRING QUARTETS
& BANDS

Harmony Strings

Finalist: Divisi Strings

BEST WEDDING/EVENT
PHOTOGRAPHER

Yvonne Tran

Finalists: David Troung, D Jones
Photography, Kirk Surber Photography

BEST WEDDING/

EVENT PLANNER
Lauren Burnham/
EventSmith

Finalists: A Day to Remember,
Rexberry Luxury Weddings,
Wedding Bliss Events

BEST WEDDING/

EVENT VENUE

The Ballroom at
Bayou Place

Finalists: Crystal Ballroom at
the Rice Hotel, Madera Estates,
The Parador

BEST WEDDING/EVENT
VIDEOGRAPHER

J&D Productions
Finalists: Jay Clarke Films,
Kirk Surber Photography

TRAVEL &
VACATIONS

Southwest Airlines
Finalists: Emirates,
United Airlines

Aquafest Cruises
Finalist: Concierge Travel

Concierge Travel
Finalist: TravelPros.net

Walt Disney World
Finalist: Paris

Puerto Vallarta
Finalists: Costa Rica, Key West,
Provincetown

Le Méridien Downtown
Finalists: Magnolia Hotel Houston,
Sam Houston Hotel
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SAY THEIR NAMES

LEXI

SHAKI PETERS

BREE BLACK

SUMMER TAYLOR
MARILYN CAZARES
QUEASHA D HARDY
AERRION BURNETT

RIAH MILTON
DIOR H OVA

VELAZQUEZ RAMOS
LAYLA PELAEZ SANCHEZ
PENELOPE DIiAZ RAMIREZ

SELENA REYES-HERNANDEZ

FATAL VIOLENCE AGAINST THE TRANSGENDER AND GENDER NON-CONFORMING COMMUNITY IN 2020
SOURCE: HRC.ORG AS OF 9.25.20
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Fashionable

Face Masks

Thomas Davis' designs keep

Houston safe and stylish
during the pandemic.

By ALYSSA JORDAN

uring times of crisis, there are
always those who step up and use
their skills for the greater good.
Inresponse tothe COVID-19
pandemic, Thomas Davis, 32, uses
his sewing skills to create fashion-
able and comfortable face masks
for sale online. His masks have proventobea
hit, as he won the Gayest & Greatest Best Face
Mask Designs award this year.

Davis was born in Port Arthur and current-
ly lives in Beaumont with his husband, Joshua.
They have been married for nearly four years,
but they’ve been together for over a decade.
Davis originally learned to sew when he began
doing drag. “I'm adrag queen, and when I first
started, Ilearned how to sew my own outfits,”
he says. Davis, also known as Sara Cha (pro-
nounced like the hot sauce sriracha), performs
in Beaumont drag shows most of the time, but
he also performs occasionally in Houston.

When Texas closed down earlier this year
due to the pandmeic, Davis’ full-time job at a
bakery was put on hold. That’s when he took
itupon himselfto use his sewing expertise
to make extraincome making masks. Since
masks are a fairly easy pattern and are now in
high demand, it was no surprise that he and
his husband decided to open their Masks by
Thomas shop on Etsy.com. “It’s just me and my
husband doing it. I sew all of the masks, and he
does all of the paperwork and all of the ship-
ping. Itisjustateam of two.”

Now that Texas is opening up again, Davis
has gone back to working full-time at his
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bakery during the week—in addition to keep-
ing Masks by Thomas operating. Davis and
hishusband are still working hard to supply
people with stylish, affordable, and comfort-
able face masks. They currently offer over 300
fun and creative designs, and Davis adds new
designs often. “I'm always at the fabric store,
buying new patterns, and adding to the shop.”
Davis prides himself on the craftsmanship
of his masks, and works incredibly hard on
making sure every mask is perfect, including
the adjustable ear straps that make them es-

pecially comfortable. His masks range in price
from approximately $8 to $17.

Andifyou’re having trouble finding LGBTQ
mask designs, Masks by Thomas comes to the
rescue. “As far as LGBTQ+ themed masks, I
have over 50 designs for that. We are fairly big
on supporting the community, especially in
Beaumont.”

Q Check out Masks by Thomas at etsy.com/
shop/MasksByThomas or on Facebook at
facebook.com/masksbythomas.


http:// etsy.com.
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Valentino G.
Lead Interior Designer
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Out of the Closet Thrift Stores began serving communities in California 30 years ago.
today we continue this mission in communities across the nation.

AS WE CELEBRATE BEING THE BEST!

1435 WESTHEIMER RD, HOUSTON, TX 77006
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Wedding Wonderland

Kirksey Gregg's downtown venue is
the picture-perfect spot for a couple’s big day.

irksey Gregg, 59, was bornin
Crane, Texas, a dusty little
town known more for its oil
thanits gardens. Although he
grew up around arid lands and
little rainfall, Gregg fell in love
with flowers, and his family
was more than willing to sup-
porthis passion.

“T've always loved flowers,” Gregg admits.
“When Iwas 15, my grandfather bought me a
flower shop.” And while he was quite content
in West Texas, he wanted to move to Hous-
ton to manage a friend’s flower shop. Today,
he co-owns The Ballroom at Bayou Place in
Downtown Houston as well as Kirksey Gregg
Productions, a full-service special events
company he operates with his husband, Shay
Calhoun-Gregg.

“We opened The Ballroom in 2016,” says
Gregg, who has two partners in the venue. “At
15,000 square feet, itis the largest privately
owned event space in downtown.” On the
second floor of the Bayou Place entertainment
complex, The Ballroom overlooks the Theater
District through its floor-to-ceiling windows
and from its gorgeous balconies. Conventions,
galas, and private parties are typically held
there, and it’s also a popular wedding venue.
Even the Greggs were married here.

“[We had our wedding at The Ballroom]
the week after Harvey,” Gregg says, referring
to the 2017 hurricane that wrecked Texas.
“Wehad 500 guests and a full sit-down din-
ner. It was fabulous. We did all the flowers; it
was quite the floral scene! We had these huge
screens with impressionist paintings that
changed for each course.”

Greggloves weddings as much as he loves
flowers, and he has seen plenty of both during
his 22 yearsin the events business. “Ilove giv-
ing joy to other people,” he explains. “If T can’t
make abride and her mother cry tears of joy,
then I haven’t done my job.”

But things are different this year. Almost
all big events have been canceled due to the
pandemic. Even the Houston Ballet is taking
its annual Nutcracker Market fundraiser on-
line this year—ablow to Gregg, who loves the
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By MARENE GUSTIN

ballet and has done design work for the event
for 17 years.

“It’s ashame,” he says, “because Houston
Ballet really needs that money.”

Like the Houston Ballet, The Ballroom is
also suffering.

“We are coded as arestaurant, so we could
hold an event for 2,000 people right now,” he
says. But nobody’s throwing parties like that
during the pandemic, and the dip in business
has affected those working both the front and
back of house. “You don’t realize all the people

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX ROSA

behind the scenes who are needed to puton a
special event,” Gregg explains. “And we're all
banding together to get through this.”

However, as bookings for 2021 skyrocket,
he’s optimistic that the Ballroom will over-
come and remain a beacon for many. “People
are ready to get out! After the trauma is over,
people want to get out and celebrate.”

Formore information on
The Ballroom at Bayou Place,
visit theballroomatbayouplace.com.



http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// theballroomatbayouplace.com.

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
BOTOX < IV DRIPS
VAGINAL & ANAL REJUVENATION
CHIROPRACTIC ADJUSTMENTS

oted Best
iropractor

2636 S. Loop West, Suite 105
Houston, TX 77054
832.844.1754

Dr. Alexia McClerkin

SportsAndWellnessDoc.com

Tech Auto

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

- 20+ Years Experience in Houston
- State-of-the-Art Auto Repair Facility
- Mechanics Specializing in

Both Domestic & Import Vehicles

- Quality Reliable & Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

= Guarantee on All Parts & Service
- Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

. AUTOMOTIVE
= SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

37 WAUGH DR. HOUSTON, TX 77007
713-863-8244

FOR 24/7 DIRECT TOWING TO TECH AUTO CALL 281/859-0994

urban
eats

bistro+bar+ market

THANK YQu

ting us ope
xne pest 1nou Clty

* K *
OutvSmart

ageotg

BREAKFAST * BRUNCH
LUNCH * DINNER
HAPPY HOQUR

10am-3pm

3414 WASHINGTON AVE
@FEASTURBANEATS

OutSmartMagazine.com | OCTOBER 2020 97


http:// sportsandwellnessdoc.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 

LGBTQ CANDIDATES ROUNDUP | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

ohnson is not the only out candidate run-

ning for the same seat for a second time.

Gina Ortiz Jones wants to represent

Texas’ 23rd Congressional Districtin the
general election, and she could become the
first openly LGBTQ Texan elected to the U.S.
Congress.

In 2018, Jones, a Filipina American lesbi-
an, lost her election to Congressman Will Hurd
by only 926 votes. The TX-23 seat represents
about 710,000 constituents between El Paso
and San Antonio, and Jones says she’s ready
to run against her new Republican opponent,
Tony Gonzales.

As someone who relied on reduced-cost
school lunches and subsidized housing while
growing up, Jones is again campaigning to help
the working families in her district who have
been severely impacted by COVID-19. She’s
alsorunning to change the face of leadership.

“We need leaders who are going to fight for
an inclusive economic recovery that prioritizes
working families and small businesses, and
that starts with listening to medical experts
who are telling us that we need more testing,
contacttracing, and adequate supplies of PPE
so that we can get this crisis under control and
safely get Texans back to work and our kids
back to the classroom,” Jones says.

Asacongresswoman, Jones will act on be-
half of many rural counties in South and West

Gina Ortiz Jones

Texas. Her desire to lead and give back to her
district comes from her mother, who came to
the U.S. as a domestic worker after graduating
from the number-one university in the Philip-
pines, according to Jones’ website.

“Growing up in San Antonio, my mom
reminded [my sister and me] every day that we
were lucky to be born in the United States, and
that we had to give back to the country that had
given us so much,” Jones says.

Her mother’s example also pushed Jones to
serve inthe Air Force and in the White House,
where she worked under George W. Bush and
Barack Obama before resigning in 2017 during
President Trump’s administration.

“The type of people that [Trump] brought
in to be public servants were interested in
neither the public nor the service,” Jones told
HuffPost. “That, to me, was a sign that I'm go-

ingto have to serve in a different way.”

She still wants to lead her community,
especially when it comes to health care. Ac-
cording to Jones, access to health care is the
biggestissue her district faces. Unlike Gonza-
les, who supports the elimination of the ACA,
Jones says she will work to ensure that her
constituents have access to quality, affordable
health care.

She is running for Congress to fight for
everyone’s right to grow up healthy, get an edu-
cation, and serve our country. “Every family in
this district deserves the same opportunities
my family had,” she says.

Learn more about Jones and her
positions at ginaortizjones.com.

ike Jones, Madeline Eden is campaign-

ing to make history. She is running for a

seat in the Texas House of Representa-

tives next month, when she could become
the first openly transgender member of the
Texas Legislature.

And like the other candidates, Eden has
her eyes on the 2021 redistricting process.
According to Eden, if voters don’t flip the Texas
House, Republicans would have free rein to
gerrymander the state for another decade. But
she has hope, since the likelihood of turning
the Texas House blue is high and could result
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in both a new governor and fairer statewide
representation.

Her views on gerrymandering stem from
her desire to end voter suppression. In 2018,
she founded register2vote.org, a Texas non-
profit that has successfully registered over one
million voters nationwide. The deputy voter
registration law, which charges those who are
not officially deputized as voter registrars with
a felony for helping others register to vote, was
one of the reasons she created the site.

“Voter suppression [is] death by a thou-
sand cuts,” she says, referring to the deputy
voter registration law, along with statewide
efforts to both cut back on polling locations in
minority areas and prevent those convicted
of a felony crime from voting. “We can fix our
government to make it more representative
of its people, and the first step is facilitating
everyone’s right to vote.”

Inthe Texas House of Representatives,
Eden will fight to pass voting-rights legisla-
tion and implement online voter registration,
same-day voter registration, and automatic

registration, guaranteeing everyone’s right to
participate equally in our government.
“There are people who want to participate

in a democracy, and they’re unable to,” she says.

“When everything is said and done, I know
there are more progressively minded people
out there. When we have a democracy that’s
representative of the people, our state [legisla-
tors] will reflect that. But the first step in [mak-
ing] that happen is [making sure] everyone can
participate without being hindered.”

The Victory Fund has endorsed 15 other openly LGBTQ Texas candidates, including:
Kim 0gg for Harris County District Attorney, Kelli Johnson for Harris County Criminal Court, District 178, Selena Alvarenga for Travis County District Court Judge, Michelle Palmer
for Texas State Board of Education, District 6, Paty Baca for Judge of Texas' District Court 346, Jimmy Flannigan for Austin City Council, District 6, Wesley Lawrence for El Paso City
Council, District 4, Jessica Gonzalez for Texas House of Representatives, District 104, Mary Gonzalez for Texas House of Representatives, District 32, Eric Holguin for Texas House
of Representatives, District 32, Celia Israel for Texas House of Representatives, District 50, Julie Johnson for Texas House of Representatives, District 115, Eliz Markowitz for Texas
House of Representatives, District 28, Lorenzo Sanchez for Texas House of Representatives, District 67, and Erin Zwiener for Texas House of Representatives, District 45.

By securing everyone’s ability to vote,
Eden says the U.S. could end the two-party
system and the Electoral College. The country
could also have a more representative govern-
ment by imposing term limits and by appoint-
ing enough Supreme Court justices to prevent
corruption from partisan politics.

“Our system of government has been
around for hundreds of years, and it was
originally designed as a system that [could be]
modified to make it more representative,” she
says. “That’s what the framers of the Consti-
tution wanted, and we haven’t taken that far
enough.”

She encourages folks to go out and con-
vince others to register to vote before October
5 and then vote against the poor leadership
that hasled to our current state of affairs.

“Cut through the propaganda and disinfor-
mation, and vote,” she says. “That would make
ahuge difference.”

Formore information on Madeline Eden,
visit edenfortexas.com.
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Samuel Carrell (1)
and Austin Faulk

Acci-Dentally In Love

Austin Faulk and Samuel Carrell met in dental school

and married just before the pandemic.

It sounds like the opening
of'ajoke: What do you call
two dentists in love? But
there’s no punch line here.
Just a super-sweet story of
two guys who met in dental
school, fellinlove, and made
itlegal just before a pandemic swept the world.
Austin Thomas Faulk, 28, and Samuel
Afton Carrell, 32, are both dentists at Mon-
trose DDS, a practice that Sam owns. Austin,
anative of Lafayette, Louisiana, is a graduate
of Texas A&M University, while Sam, a native
Houstonian, studied at the University of Texas
at Austin. Both attended dental school at the
University of Texas School of Dentistry in

Houston, where they met. The couple currently
lives in the Midtown/Montrose area.

When the couple was first introduced,
Austin was just starting dental school and Sam
was graduating. “We met through dental-
school friends. Sam messaged me and asked
me to go on adate, and the rest is history,”
Austin says. Their first date was the day before
Valentine’s Day in 2015.

Butit was when Austin brought Sam to
Louisiana for afamily Thanksgiving in 2015
that he knew Sam was the one. “He meshed so
well with the family, and we had a delightful
trip. That was when I realized he could easily
become apart of my family.”

For Sam, it was more gradual. “There

wasn’t one specific moment in time when I
realized Austin was someone I could spend
the rest of my life with. As we spent weeks and
then months together, any doubts I had about a
future together disappeared.”

Austin proposed to Sam on November 2,
2018, when they were in New York City on
vacation. “I toyed with the idea of a grand pro-
posal at one of New York’s famous landmarks,
but opted for a more private proposal at anice
dinner. I think Sam appreciated an intimate
proposal more than a public one.”

Sam was more than surprised, since he had
begun planning how he would propose on that
very same trip, but of course didn’t have the
chance to carry out his plans. “He surprised —
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me at awonderful dinner at Dirty French in
Manhattan, and I was ecstatic to say yes.”

The happy couple was married on January
4,2020, at the Hotel Playa Fiestain Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico, with 45 guests in attendance.
The couple had visited the resort multiple
times in the past, so they decided that would be
the perfect place to have their ceremony. Aus-
tin’s best friend from college, Selena Richey,
officiated the wedding. “It was her wedding
in Cancun the year before that prompted us to
have a destination wedding. We had such anice
trip at her wedding, and we wanted to emulate
it. The experience was absolutely perfectin
every aspect,” Austin says.

Both Sam and Austin are incredibly
grateful that their wedding was before the
pandemic reached the Americas. “We are so
happy to have the memories of our trip before
this year went crazy. We were able to enjoy
early 2020 with an awesome wedding before
COVID changed everyone’s plans for the year,”
Sam says.

The event was not without its bumps,
though. On the day of their wedding in Puerto
Vallarta, two of their guests injured them-

selves and had to be taken to the hospital.
“Thankfully, the injuries were minor and both
guests returned in time for the ceremony, so
they were able to enjoy the reception festivi-
ties,” Austin says.

Their ceremony was a traditional one, but
without any religious aspects. “By having a
great friend officiate our wedding, the ceremo-
ny felt very personalized for us and our guests,”
Austin explains. And using LGBTQ-friendly
vendors was important to them. “Hotel Playa
Fiestatook care of the wedding planning, and
they are very open-minded and host many
LGBT weddings each year,” Sam says.

Hosting a destination wedding was not
without its challenges, of course. It required
alot of coordination between guests and the
hotel, Austin says. They ended up spending
hours trying to ensure every guest was fully
informed about all of the details. “Sam made
afabulous wedding website full of every
detail you could imagine, but some people still
missed the necessary details. Thankfully,
everyone arrived safely at the hotel without
any hiccups.”

Austin and Sam had planned to honeymoon
in Europe this fall, “but the pandemic has put
that plan on hold. We hope thatin 2021 itis
safe for us to travel abroad to enjoy a much-
desired honeymoon,” Sam says.

The pair is smitten with each other in so
many ways. Austin loves that Sam loves to
make Indian food and is a master of curries.
Sam loves that Austin, always the comedian,
knows how to make him smile when he’s feel-
ing down.

One thing’s for sure: with such a clear and
immediate connection, this is one relationship
thatliterally has some teeth in it.

o WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com
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Resurrection MCC

2025 W TTHH ceoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneennnnns 713/861-9149
St Paul’s United Methodist Church

5501 MaiN ...ccrrreveeerneemmsssseeeeeeeeenes 713/528-0527
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

1805 W. Alabama.......... ststephenshouston.org
Trinity Episcopal Church

1015 Holman St.......... www.trinitymidtown.org

CLEANING SERVICES
Dexter’s Five Star Service/Bob Samora
832/252-1961

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT

AIDS Foundation Houston
Aidshelp.org..713/623-6796 Bering Connect
............................................... 713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation

...TheDianaFoundation.org

EPAH
EPAH.org
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com........ 832-510-3002
Harris County Sheriff’s Office

hcsojobs.com

Houston GLBT Political Caucus

thecaucus.org

KPFT Radio

o R) - 713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)

401 Branard.........eeeeeeeevennnns Ihihouston.org
Lesbians Over Age Fifty (L.0.A.F.)
lesbiansoverage50.0rg................ 713/907-5378

MyGayHouston.com

.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol

ThePetPatrol.org
Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast

... ppgulfcoast.org/Igbtq
Ryan White Planning Council
rWpCHOUSTON.OFG w.covovvcreriveens 713-572-3724
The Woodlands PRIDE

...................................... thewoodlandstxpride.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer...........ccoooccvvn.e. 713/528-1201
CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
Kitchen Bath & Décor

1707 S. Durham Drive. .832/620-1700

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE

Alley Theatre

615 TeXas AVE........ceeurererrreeeens alleytheatre.org
Galveston Island Convention

galveston.com

George Country Sports Bar

617 FQIIVIEW .covvvveeeennsreeeneeeeeennenns 713/528-8102
Houston Eagle
611 Hyde Park..........ccooureeeeeees HoustonEagle.com
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 PaCifiC.....ccoevrrvveemerrrreeerrerrnnenns 713/521-2519

La Granja Disco Y Cantina
5505 Pinemont Dr ..
Midtown Houston

.713/518-6753

Midtownhouston.com
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com.......... 281/373-3386
Pearl Bar

4216 Washington................. PearlHouston.com
ReBar

10220 [TF: 1 OO 346/227-8613
Round Top Festival Institute

248 Jaster Rd .........ceeeeeereeeeennnnns 979/249-3129

Round Top Festival Hill

FestivalHill.org
Society For The Performing Arts

SPAHOUSEON.OFG...oooeorveeerririrnnnns 713/227-4772
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com. ..713-527-0123

Theatre Under The Stars

800 Bagby, Suite 200 ..........cccccueeeee tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket

817 W. Dallas........ceeeumreerreeeeeennenns 832/722-7658
FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY

Aspire Fertility

AspireFertility.com.. ..713/425-3003

OutSmartMagazine.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial

1700 W Loop S, Ste 255 ............... 713/489-4322
Elias Contreras/Merrill Lynch

580 Westlake Park Blvd., Ste 1630..281/588-7114

Shane Theriot/Edward Jones

888-A Avenue A, Katy........ccccc... 281/391-6137
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180................. 713/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston
2205 Fannin .......cerveeessneneeeeenns 713/659-4998

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Dripping Springs
................................... drippingspringsvodka.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
Avila’s Salon

1830 Southmore Blvd.......c.ccoooes 832/444-8274
Green Apple Salon
719 W. Gray Stu..ceeeeeeeeeeeseeennenns 713/5212-0500
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer.. 713/524-7858

HANDGUN TRAINING
Spartan Handgun Training
Spartanhnadguntraining.com.....281/435-2645

HEALTH-CHIROPRACTORS
Beauty & Wellness Doc/Dr. Alexia McClerkin
Sportsandwellnessdoc.com........ 832/844-1754

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA

2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ... .713/589-9804
Denise 0’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

3131 Eastside St., Ste. 435......... 713/524-9525
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4....
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

.281/610-8190

230 Westcott, Ste 210 .......ccooeene... 713/869-7400

Houston Behavioral Healthcare Hospital

2801 N. Gessner Road................ 877/489-4707

Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
713/447-2164

The Montrose Center

401 Branard .......coocceeeeennveenisnens 713/529-0037

Robert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206............. 713/522-7014

Wellsource Group
Jim Simon, MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC
Bryan Boyle, M.Ed., BSN-RN, LPC-S

Wellsourcegroup.com................ 713/481-2808
Christine Wysong

230 Westcott, Ste 210.................. 713/869-7400
HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150............. 713/518-1411

Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150........... 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh Dr..........ooeeeeeeeseemerenee 713/942-8598
LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W. Alabama.........oooevvveeeeeeeees 713/592-9300
Montrose Dental Group/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
620 W Alabama............ceerrvveeevreens 713/529-4364
Montrose Dental Group/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
620 W Alabama...........cmeerrnees 713/529-4364

HEALTH CARE/COLON/RECTAL CARE
Texas Oncology Surgical Specialist
7400 Fannin St., Set 1295............. 832/932-1720

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
Elite Care 24 Hour Emergency Center

2500 Rice BIVA........rrereerreeerenennns 713/527-4400
Elite Care League City
2530 Gulf Fwy ..281/337-7500

Elite Care Plano

20000 Dallas Pkwy., Ste. 100......972/378-7878
Beaumont Emergency Center

4004 College St......ooovrrecrrrsccsrree 409/840-4004
Kingwood Emergency Hospital

Hwy 59 N
Elite Medical Center/Vegas, NV

150 E. Harmon Ave...................... 702/546-0911

832/777-6165

SignatureCare Emergency Centers

1007 WesStheimer...........oouereeevennes 281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester.. ..832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd..... 32/924-0312
Additional locations ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-FOOT/ ANKLE SPECIALISTS
Sole Aesthetic/Dr. Vanessa T. Barrow
Soleaesthetictx.com.........cccoeun..r 713/666-9934

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360

AVeNUE360.0rG..c.ccveeeernrrenassnies 713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health

............................... LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101............. 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead ........ccoooveveeeerrnnnnns

Eye Gallery

1806B Westheimer
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110..
Eye To Eye

A32 W, 19N ceeeeceeeevnsnsassn 713/864-8822
Montrose Eye Care/ Dr. Paul Lovero

520 Waugh Dr . ...713/352-0974
Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 ....co..oeevveneee 713/529-3937

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES

Avita Pharmacy

AvitaPharmacy.com ... 713/489-4362
Legacy Pharmacy
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/

HEALTH-PHYSICAL THERAPY
Crom Rehabilitation/Dr. Roy Rivera
Cromrehab.com.......ccooccoovcemee 713/868-2766

HEALTH CARE/MED SPA
Utopia Plastic Surgery & Medspa
1121 Uptown Blvd,, Ste. 16........... 713/622-2272

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray ..713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway .. ..281/542-9400
Steven Becker MD
Stevenbeckermd.com................... 713/932-1924
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD

3701 Kirby, Ste.1230.........ccccuuvenens 713/526-0005
Abel Flores, MD/Crofoot MD

3701 Kirby, Ste.1230.........ccccuueenr 713/526-0005

M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-5901

Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, St€.1230.......ovveeeveenene 713/526-0005

Maggie White, MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/
Gordon Crofoot

3701 Kirby Dr., Ste.1230.............. 713/526-0005
HEALTH CARE-SERVICES

Avenue 360

AVENUE360.01.....cvverereerernerreraenes 713/426-0027

Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov.713/439-6293
Houston Health Department
PensHouston.org

Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org....832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council

RWPCHOUStON.OrG....cooourvreirrnns 713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org.......cccccccccccccveees 713/778-1300
HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland... ..713/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/SkinLab by Dr. Roth

2800 Kirby, Ste B-212.........cccccueen. 713/559-9300
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray.........coeeereeeereenns 713/942-7546
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The Skin Renewal Center
1512 West Alabama..................... 713/533-0800

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ..........coeeerseeneeeeens 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Cantoni

9889 Westheimer .. .cantoni.com
coda
355 W T19th coueerceeeeenceesssseeesinnnns 713/864-4411

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance

2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 ......713/688-8669
Modern Risk Insurance/Dustin Harwell

1757 Katy Fwy Ste 1300................281/400-1205
Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance

3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 .........occeverrerrrnnes 281/723-1294
INVESTMENTS

Doug Smith/Hawthorne Funds
............................................ HawthorneFunds.com
JEWELERS

Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer........c.......... 713/520-5440
Tenenbaum Jewelers

4310 Westheimer........cnee. 713/629-7444

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques

502 W. 18th St.... ....713/862-7444
MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com........ 713/269-7926
Tom Zeppelin/Zeppelin Massage
ZeppelinMassage.com................ 713/542-0426
PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Andy’s All Star Pest Control
713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES

Bayou City Veterinary Hospital

4720 Washington...........cc.ccccueee 713/343-9909
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900
Natural Pawz

208 Westheimer..........couuuueeee naturalpawz.com
Pet Patrol

ThePetPatrol.org
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program

SNAPUS.OMG. .ceceeerreervrrrseesssssrseessneees 713/862-3863
The Ruff-House Cage Free Daycare & Boarding
712 FQIrVIEW.....oovveeeersssseeesssnens 713/521-7877
The Urban Vet

2625 Louisiana St.Ste D100........713/903-2364
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama............ccooerrerrvnnne 713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com........ccccooeeceuneee 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefeece.com .......eeeeeeeens 832/876-1053

PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave...................... 713/789-6901

PLUMBING
U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 MONEIOSE «.oovvvrevveesreeerrninns 713-942-2277

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Timothy’s Pool Services

832/603-0527
Venture Pools
713/447-9201

POLITICIANS

Sylvester Mayor Turner

sylvesterturner.com
John Whitmire
johnwhitmire.com

Kim Ogg
kim-ogg.com

ADVERTISERS INDEX

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer..............uee 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage
Codygrizzoffi.com .......oooeeerveeeeeeeeens 832-541-1103
J. Friedman Mortgage
JFriedmanLoans.com...... 713/785-LOAN (5626
Chicago Title ~Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedway................ 713/418-7000
Keith Russell/Republic State Mortgage

2121 Sage Road, Ste 140............... 713/299-4981

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Tim Anthony/Anthony Upton Properties
AnthonyUptonProperties.com...713/528-0050

Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers

309 Gray. ... 713/522-7474
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com......... 409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net ... 713/528-4963
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
713/677-4337

Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty

karenderr.com ..........ooeemreeernisnens 713/875-7050
Emily Kinert/Texas Elite Properties
214/629-6515

Bob Jones/Nan Properties
713/876-1990

Thomas Phillips/KW Memorial
t.phillips@kw.com........cccccvvveueeeer 832/305-7848
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com ....713/582-2202
Danny Pleason/Martha Turner
Dannypleason.com ... 832/661-1502
Dan Ritchel/Helen Guillory Real Estate
214/384-1164
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com.....713-857-2309
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston.......... 409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com.............ccooeenneens 713/520-1981
B. Kent Turner/Coldwell Banker

479/363-6586
Calvin Upton/Anthony Upton Properties
AnthonyUptonProperties.com... 713/528-0050
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors

520 POSt 0@K......ovveeemeeeereeeerrnveeennnes 713/724-4306
Christopher Williams/

Gary Greene - Post Oak Park

713/885-4419

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

Bollo Houston Wood Fired Pizza

2202 W Alabama St..........ccceeenn. 713/677-0391
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com...............o. 713-522-9999
Eugene’s

1985 Welch St....vveeeeeeeeevveevernveennnnns 713/807-8883

Free Grillin’/Chef Michele

832/419-0165
Giacomo’s Cibo e Vino

3215 Westheimer 713/522-1934
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine

2616 Louisiana... ...832/360-1710
Hamburger Mary’s

2409 Grant.....ooreeeeeersmeesssesessnnes 713/677-0674
Katz’s Deli

616 Westheimer Rd........ katzsneverkloses.com
Khyber Grill

2510 Richmond Ave..............ccoveeee 713/942-9424
Niko Niko’s

2520 MONLroSe........onmvrveenssncrerrnnns 713/528-4976
Niko Niko’s

1040 W. Sam Houston Prkwy. N .832/981-4976
The Red Lion Pub & Eating House

2316 S. Shepherd Dr.........ccccoun. 281/888-3599
Pizza Birra Vino
544 WaUGh DI .cooveeennrreeenreeeennenns 832/581-3664

Riva’s Italian Restaurant

1117 MiSSOUTT Stuvvveeeveeeeveeeerrrneennnens 713/529-3450
Urban Eats

3414 Washington Ave......... feasturbaneats.com

RETAIL/SPECIALTY FOODS
Phoenicia Specialty Foods
1001 Austin St................... 832/ 360-2222

TELEVISION/ENTERTAINMENT
KPRC 2
.. click2houston.com

KTRK
abc13.com

THRIFT STORES
Out Of The Closet/AHF
1435 Westheimer ...............uuwweeereees 713/391-8990

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aquafest

Aquafestcruises.com............c...... 800/592-9058
Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MiMOSA..ceuuuereeereeeeeessensaasrnns 713/661-2117

WEDDING SERVICES/BAKERS
David Alcorta Catering

davidalcorta.net..........cccoeeeveeurieeees 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com...............oo. 713-522-9999

WEDDING SERVICES/CATERERS

David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net...........ccooccciee 832/439-0224

WEDDING SERVICES/PHOTO/VIDEO
Dalton DeHart Photography

DaltonDehart.com........cccooecevun 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
yvonnefeece.com ... 832/876-1053

NURTURE

your LOCAL

BUSINESSES
WHO believe IN

EQUALITY.

THANK YOU
FOR SUPPORTING
OUR ADVERTISERS!

Get listed on this page.
Call 713/520-7237 for details.

Out~Smart

LGBTQ
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MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS
|_____EMPLOYMENT

SALE OR LEASE SERVICES—-HEALTH

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING RATES

Oct. 20 for the Nov. Issue.

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 710.

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart Advertisers!
Please be sure to tell them
you saw their ad in OutSmart.

COMPUTER SERVICES

Stay COVID-19 Safe

PC Hume‘i‘ech

YOUR COMPUTER ASSISTANT

NOW WITH
REMOTE SUPPORT!
—EN

We have immediate openings for
experienced advertising executives
at OutSmart Media Company.

Salary, commissions, and benefits.
A creative, fun environment.

Send your cover letter
and resume to
employment@outsmartmagazine.com

_OutvSmart

Houston' "s LGBTG Magazina

GALVENTON

2115 Postoffice
Large downtown loft
with 2 car garage.
Circa 1910 - $359,500.

51116th
Circa 1868. 2/2/1
East End Hist. Dist. = $379,500

1727 Ball
Circa 1880s. Four-plex
East End Hist. Dist. « $359,000

1507 Ave M
Circa 1911, 4/3.5/2 w/downstairs
master suite + $505,000

1506 Winnie
Circa 1879.2/2 « 2 Story « $225,000

]
COMMNY

ENERGY
HEALING
Heal Your Cr\sateLA Life Awaken
Body ou Love Your Soul
Clear Your Discover
Energies The Love
Within

FIND LOVE WITHIN

832-786-0016 | FindLoveWithin.Me

\
ANDY’S ALL-STAR
PEST CONTROL
—713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Service‘%

6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control

This is Termite Swarming Season |
Call us to Protect your Investment

MASSSAGE

Idle hands are the devil’s

AEAL ESTATE BROKERS

David Bowers

david@davidbowers.com

409-763-2800

for a free quote

¥ o i

X

(832) 496-9246

hometech workshop. Find new clients
pchometech.com

for your massage business.

Place your ad today.
713/520-7237 ext. 710

Gary Joseph, owner

Any Sassie - Ouner

TPCL# 13558 p

Make Your
Photos or Art

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist, 2009, 2010,
2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020!
-outsmart magazine

COPY CENTER/COMPUTERS/INTERNET BAR

1201-F Westheimer Houston, TX 77006
713.528.1201 | www.copydotcom.com

CANVAS PRINTS | COLOR POSTERS

GREETING CARDS| MUCH MORE
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NEAR
by the
BEACH!

CLOSE to
HOUSTON

HISTORIC
HOMES

1727 BALL ST. $359,000
1727 Ball, in the heart of Galveston's East End Historical District. Circa 1880s two
story four-plex, with two units up and currently an owner's unit downstairs that
was two units. Ideal for vacation rentals! Completely fenced landscaped yard.

| David Bowers, Realtor’

= The House Company
S 400/763-2800

Davidie DavidBowers.com

Sally B. Wallace Preservation Award
for Green Revival (solar panels
on my 1899 Victorian home)

Thank you for voting me Best Realtor” in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15

COMEIN FORA COSMETIC CONSULTATION!

SUPERFICIAL RADIATION THERAPY (SRT) FOR THE
NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF NON-MELANOMA SKIN CANCERS.

GENERAL DERMATOLOGY BOTOX & FILLERS
COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY LASER HAIR REMOVAL
SKIN CANCER SURGERY LEG & FACIAL VEINS
MICRO LASER PEEL IS CLINICAL
IPL PHOTOFACIAL GLYTONE
MICRONEEDLING ELTAMD
CHEMICAL PEELS 0BAGI

BOARD CERTIFIED
DERMATOLOGISTS

HEIGHTSSKIN.COM

1117 Missouri St.
(1 Block West of Montrose)
(713)529-3450

Book Your Wedding at Our Place.

Best Italian Restaurant - Winner!

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs
4 Gary Greene ;70"
The Woodiands /-

Better | GARY
o HYNES | GREENE

Lynette Lew . 713.582.2202
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com
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The Turmoil
Continues

smost of you can tell, the alignment of the planets
has been very harsh this year. The anxiety level will
remain strong right through January 2021. Joining
in the turmoil this month is Mercury, which goes
retrograde on October 8 along with Mars, which
is currently retrograde. Retrogrades indicate that we can't
move forward until we deal with the past. Mercury will
be direct by November 8. The latter part of the month will
provide some relief from the intensity, but tensions will
rise again as we enter November. Put your seat belts on!

The sun begins the month in Libra, but enters Scorpio
onthe 22nd. Mercury retrograde will be impacting the fixed
signs of Scorpio, Taurus, Leo, and Aquarius. With Mercury
retrograde, we get the opportunity to review our past ac-
tions and make corrections if necessary. Days of ease and
flow are October 7,10, 11,12, and 21. Days to be extra flexible
are October 9,13, 15, 18,19, 25, and 31. The pace of change
will accelerate, so be prepared!

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) You are focused on pastissues
and problems this month, seeking resolution and taking
things more personally than usual. Romantic and business
relationships are your primary concern, so you'll want to
make sure those connections are solid. You will also focus
more on having a better relationship with yourself. This is a
much better month to resolve old grievances. Career activ-
ity is very stressful this month. You may be on the verge of
having to deal with the changes brought on by the pandemic.
For some, this is a time to look for a whole new direction,
while others may be cutting back and focusing on what they
can do with their current resources. You may feel you have
to act immediately, but step back and give yourself some
extra space this month.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20) You are dealing with a
changing work environment this month, as well as your
need to reinvent yourself to connect more closely with
your passions. You have kept your options open, but this
month you begin to narrow down some of those choices.
Career activity will be more demanding, and you will have
to setyour boundaries with bosses and co-workers. You are
wanting more freedom of choice in your life, especially with
your career. You will be making more plans for the future,
including solidifying your relationships with a new sense
of direction. With Mercury retrograde, you will be exploring
your old relationship patterns as you try to avoid the same
old mistakes. The same applies to your work environment.
You are ready to compromise toward the end of the month.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) You are stepping back this
month and seeking the path of least resistance. This is a
much better month for creative activities, spending time
with your children, and looking for the joys that life can bring.
Friendships are a big topic this month. You are hearing from
old friends from your past. You may have to clear up some old
matters before you seek a compromise that both of you can
benefit from. Your ruling planet, Mercury, goes retrograde on
the 8th and direct on November 10. This is an indication that
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23) Happy Birthday to the Librans. This is your month to celebrate your
yearly trip around the sun as you reflect on the past year prior to your birthday and then respond to
the new themes in your life after your birthday. With Mars and Mercury retrograde, this internal review
process is going to be more intense than usual. Relationships are very active, so this is an important
time to pay attention to your partner since avoiding that only creates more problems. You will want

to open lines of communication and make sure everything is okay. You are still working on creating a
better sense of emotional and financial security. You may present a peaceful exterior, but your inner
self is very unstable. This could be the time to remodel, relocate, or deal with a family crisis. You are

looking for more freedom of choice in your life.

you need to step back and review your actions and decisions
in order to make sure you are happy with the results. Career
options are still on hold as you explore different options,
but you'll be making some decisions starting in December.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Your career area is very
active as you look at different options to respond to the
economic challenges brought on by the pandemic. You are
taking things much more personally, and it's easy to be
offended this month. Make sure you choose good advisors
before you listen to their advice and criticism. Relationships
are also going through a big change. This is a crucial time to
make sure that you and your partner are on the same path.
This month can be a great time to renew those bonds and
remember why you are together. By the end of the month,
you are looking for some reliefand fun. That is a much better
time to be creative and reconnect with old friends. You will
be ready to put your ideas into action in December.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) You are in a period of change
and reinvention. This is a time of big decisions that have to
do with your work, where you live, your relationships, and
your possible retirement or relocation. There are ongoing
changes in your work environment as everyone adjusts to
the effects of the pandemic. Some of these changes are not
necessarily what you would choose to do. Career activity is
stronger in the latter part of the month. For some of you, this
is the time to start a whole new career path. For others, you
may be retiring or going off the grid to have more control
over how you manage your resources. Home and family also
come into play at the end of the month. You will hear from
family members that you haven't seen in a while. Keep your
options open until December, when it will be the right time
to move forward.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Your ruling planet, Mercury,
goes retrograde on the 8th, and she will be retrograde until
November 10. You will be looking back into your own past
and correcting errors that you may not have not known you
even made! You will want to improve the way you use your
resources. Time and money come together this month. You
will reexamine your commitments and decide how effective
they are at keeping you safe and secure. This is a great month

to connect with old friends, clients, and others from your past.
Atthe beginning of the month you are more concerned about
money and resources, but in the latter part of the month you
are shifting more to writing, teaching, and embracing the
new wave of online communications. This is a good month
to try things out, but it's better to wait until December 2020
to commit to your new ideas.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) As the month begins, you
are in a time of rest and retreat. With Mercury, our commu-
nicator, going retrograde in your sign on October 8 through
November 10, that retreat will be even stronger! 0ld friends
from your past may show up. You are still working to adjust
your schedule to the “new normal.” Although change is not
usually easy for Scorpios, you are more open to new forms
of technology that make change a lot easier. You are also
paying more attention to self-care and how your work habits
might impact you negatively. Relationships still need lots of
space and options as you take a new look at them. This is
a great month to renew your exercise and health programs
to relieve the tension and fears about current political and
economic conditions. Big decisions are coming at the end
of the year, so be ready!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You are focused on
making your life run more efficiently. As you consider go-
ing in new directions, you'll find that some projects are no
longer important. You have been relieved of a lot of family
responsibilities and obligations, so you have more free time
to consider where you want to go! You are also having to
step up your skills with new forms of technology, even if
you feel you aren't ready. This is all part of your new working
environment brought on by the crazy times we are in. This is
agood month to spend time with your partner and reconfirm
those emotional bonds. This is not a good time to be looking
for new partnerships, but it may be a great time to relink with
someone from your past. By the end of the month, you will
need more time for yourself.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) This month, and for the
rest of the year, you are looking at long-term choices that af-
fectall the important areas of your life. With your career, you
are ready to adaptto the changes eventhough you wantto be
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clearer about what the right choices are. This will become more pronounced as we move
through October. It's still best to wait until December before you make that commitment.
You are looking at maintaining what you have, starting a new career direction, or retiring
to find some peace. Home and family will also need your attention, since there's a lot of
grumbling and not getting along. You have to set your boundaries and do what's best for
you—not just what's best for them. That way, you won't resent your choices and decisions.
Connecting with friends from your past can be very helpful, and they can provide support
and alternatives. You continue to be busy through the end of the year.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Space and freedom of choice continue to be major
themes for you this month. You want to be heard this month, and you may have to raise
your voice to make sure that people are listening. You are standing up for your ideals and
sharing them with the people you interact with. You are reviewing the whole idea of what
your role in a relationship is! You want to free yourself from old obligations so that no
one but you can demand things. Toward the end of the month, your career and long-term
security becomes more important. With Mercury retrograde in your career area, you will
be rethinking your current position and what you can do to improve it. If there are problems
there, this is the month to fix them. New ideas need to be put on hold until December, which
is the best time to implement them.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20) Finances are an important topic this month, and you
want more freedom in that area. This can be a good month to work with a budget, pay off
bills, and find better ways to use your existing resources. You are more inclined to satisfy
yourself first, which is not usually like you. You are also intensifying your spiritual quest
as you look to find more meaning in your life and in the activities you engage in. This may
create more time for yourself. Relationships are also on the menu this month. This would
be a perfect month to spend time reconnecting with your partner or with old friends. You
want to share your ideas about how to make life work better. You could do that through
community work, writing, or using social media. Life needs to have more meaning for you
personally, and notjustin theory! Your spiritual path widens as we get to the end of the year.

For more astro-insight, log on to lillyroddy.com.
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Death
Becomes
Her

Luna of the Lilies is
Houston's horror queen.

It’s close to midnight, and
something evil is lurking in the
dark. No, it’s not Michael Jack-
son’s moonwalking ghost, it’s
Houston’s horror queen Luna of the Lilies. This
ghoul relishes in the dark arts and everything
stemming from the underworld, which makes
October her month-long playground. Despite
her self-described “harsh crustacean exterior,”
she’s really a goofball with a heart of gold.
Hometown?
Houston
Drag Birthday?
March and April of 2016 at Meteor, for their
So You Think You Can Drag contest.
Preferred Pronouns?
Anything, with respect.
Inner avatar?
A mixbetween a street pigeon and
aFlamin’ Hot Cheetos Puff.
Favorite scary movie?
T've been ahuge horror-movie fan since I was
11.Iwas given ayear’s subscription to Fangoria
magazine as a Christmas present one year. At
this moment, it’s a five-way tie between Heredi-
tary, Evil Dead II, Nightmare on Elm Street 3:
Dream Warriors, Ginger Snaps, and May.
Story behind your name?
“Luna” comes from my favorite show as a child,
Sailor Moon. “Of the Lilies” didn’t come into
the picture until I was looking through prayer
cards when I was a funeral director. I came
across this painting of the Virgin Mary called
Madonna of the Lilies. I liked the ring of Luna
of the Lilies and thought it would fit, since lil-
ies are the most common funeral flower.
Describe your drag persona.
Lunais a sewer goblin torn straight from the
pages of the high-fashion avant-garde maga-
zines they sell in hell.
Favorite Halloween candy?
Eyeball Gumballs
Thoughts on celebrating
Diadelos Muertos?
I absolutely love Dia de los Muertos. It has al-
ways made me proud of my Mexican heritage,
as alover of anything spooky and odd. My fam-
ily here in the States never really celebrates
the holiday as much as my family in Mexico
does. Also, Ilove the Mexican commemora-

110 OCTOBER 2020 | OutSmartMagazine.com

WIGGING OUT

By SAM BYRD
Photo by CHRISTELYN NASH

tions of those that have passed
on, unlike the very distant and
capitalistic mourning customs here
inthe U.S.
Favorite Halloween tradition?
Haunted houses, for sure. I have
always been wowed by the talent
that goes into making and working at a
scare attraction. Shout-out to the Houston
team at Phobia Haunted Houses!
What do people not know about you that
would be interesting?
Tamalicensed Texas funeral director and em-
balmer. I worked as a full-time mortician for
two years at a Montrose- and Cypress-based
funeral home. I gained my skills and my love
for makeup through mortuary cosmetics.
Which celebrities would you love to
putindrag?
Danny DeVito and Wendy Williams.
If you could be reincarnated as any-
one, who would it be?
Selena. And I would choke-slam
Yolanda.
When you’re not busy scaring
your fans, what do youdo in
your free time?
Icurrently have a YouTube
series called Rigor Morris,
where my best friend
and I talk about our
mortuary storiesin a
funny way. I'm also in
the midst of creating
afilm, and I'ma full-
time “guncle”.
Tell me your thoughts
on Houston’s altdrag
scene.
It’s definitely booming, and
has come along way since I
first started drag. However,
the scene will not grow
ifyou don’t personally
create the shows and
events. The Houston
drag scene is over-
flowing with willing
and talented artists.
Ifyou can make it
in Houston, you can
make itin any city.
o When we’re not practicing social
distancing, where can people see
Keepupwith  Luna ofthe Lilies perform?
Lunaofthe Lilies  Twice a month on Thursdays for
onlInstagram  Smoke Break at Guava Lamp, and at
@lunaofthelilies your other local queer bars. v
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1135 Heights Boulevard - Houston, TX 77008
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.« 2612 Cason St - West University Place
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1 retreat down on this 6000 sqft lot. Newer
construction all around on this shady
< | tree-lined block of Cason Street. $750,000

Don't You Want a Place in the Country?
58 acres of meadows and forest with two
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3,< invisalign

Cory Logan, D.D.S.

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

713.942.8598

www.CoryLoganDDS.com

530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019
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Before and after
Lip Filler

Before and after
TruSculpt three sessions under the
chin can be used anywhere on body.

JUVEDERM

RESTYLANE

HAIR RESTORATION
DIAMOND GLOW FACIAL
VI PEEL

IPL PHOTOFACIAL

BOTOX & DYSPORT
TRUSCULPT - Skin tightening and
body contouring treatment
SECRET RF - Resurfacing and
skin tightening treatment

1121 Uptown Park Blvd Ste 16
Houston Texas 77056
www.UtopiaPlasticSurgery.com

To learn more about plastic surgery,
or non-surgical aesthetic treatments,
contact us. 713.622.2277
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