
WACO LAMBDA STUDENT ASSOQIATION 

"Where tnere is no vision, the 
people perish ... 11 Proverbs 29: 1 8 

The WLSA is the beginning of a hope and a dream for me 

personally--and I hope for others--for a society that will be 

tolerant of the gay minority, that somehow the few may persuade 

the many that a more hQilanitarian view of gay people is necessary 

and proper. It is my vision that in our future mankind will re

gard the days of his intolerance and narrowness as futile and 

foolish, as wasteful of human potential and damaging to the hu

man spirit, much in the same way that we now regard the barbar

ism of our ancient, eerie, and darxened past when brute force 

ruled because of tne survival instinct, and emotion, rather than 

reason, led men to co::imit reprehensible acts. It will be as a 

ray of dayligit on a darkened planet when every human being is 

accorded the difnity he deserves, w~en our own humanity is cele

brated because of its uniqueness and diversity. But until such 

ti:ne, it is necessary t.:12 t v\'e form such groups as the WLSA to 

offer the support and affirmation of our own worth. We do not 

have any simple t•1 sk before us. But if we have an undying vision 

we will not only be a credit to t~e gay community, but ~ay well 

be considered part of ::ianl{ir.d' s own redeT.ption. 

C. David Land 



PROPOSED BY-LAWS FOR WACO LAMBDA STUDEl~T ASSOCIATION 

SUBMITTED OCTOBER 6, 1986 

Section I PURPOSE 

We, the members of the Waco Lambda Student Association, do 
establish ourselves as an independent, educational, cultural, 
non-profit organization for the purpose of promotihg the under
standing of homosexuality, to educate the public about homosexu
ality to alleviate the fears a~d prejudices of the public con
cerning homosexual orientation. As an association of gay students 
and friends of gays, the WLSA shall serve to support and affirm 
the worth and dignity of its !Ilembers. We hereby establish these 
by-laws and herein state our principles· of governance and pur
poses. 

Section II ME?I.LBERSHIP 

Membership in the wLSA shall be open to all gay students of ali 
institutions of higher learning in the Waco area as wel~ as 
friends of such persons and requires payment of annual dues to 
the WLSA, and the regular support of ¼LSA activities. 

Section III OFFICE.KS 

The five officers shall constitute the Board Of Directors and 
shall be responsible for conducting the business and affairs of 
the organization not requiring the vote of the membership. 

1. The officers of t~e wLSA shall be Fresident, Vice Presi
dent, Reporter, Treasurer, and Social Director. (Positions for 
individual campus representatives will also be 9pen so th&t each 
campus will have a contact.) 

2. Terms of each officer shall be for one year and elections 
will be called for at a regularly scheduled meeting during the 
month of April of each year. 

3. Removal·, of any of:'icer may be effected by a majori~y 
vote of the membership present at a regularly scheduled meeting, 
providing thet the motion to remove was passed at the preceeding 
meeting and notice of the motion puolished in a publication of 
the organization; or by that officer being absent from four 
consecutive meetings without the leave of t~e Board. 

4. In the event of a vacancy on the Board, the duties of 
that officer shall be assu~ed by the remaining officers until 
the Board can meet and elect a replacement to fill the office 
until the next election. 

5. The WLSA shall strive to reflect gender balance in the 
offices. 



Section IV DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

The duties of the officers are as follows: 
1. The President will· call and preside over all Board 

meetings and will work with the oth~r officers and members to 
plan the program for reguler '!leeti:ne:s,,which may consist of 
films, discussion of a ~articular gay i~sue, gueat speaker, or 
whatever is deemed relevant for the meeting, and to represent or 
appoint a re~resentative to deal with other organizations. 

2. The Vice President will asEist,;, the President in all his 
duties and shall preside over meetings and perform all functions 
of the President in his absence. ~ 

,. The Secretary will be responsible for-correspondence of 
the WLSA, keeping records of business, and taking minutes of 
Board meetings. 

4. The T.reasurer is to collect dues and donations, handle 
billings, ar.d keep accurate records of all receipts and dis
bursements; to provide the Board with a monthly su~mary report 
of the financial transactions, and provide the _members with an 
annpal financial report at the time of April elections. The 
Treasurer.will also file the proper annual IRS tax form (990) 
for non-profit or~anizati~ns. 

5. Social Director will coordinate activities, trips, out
i~gs, dinners, and the logistics for engaging in these activi
ties for the social benefit of t~e WLSA. Such activities will 
be approved by the Board. 

6. Individual Campus RepresentBtives will serve as contacts 
for t"·e students of each c&mpus to relay information to and from 
the Asso.cia tion. The ICR I s are not required to at tend Board 
meetings, but may do so t-:, present i!"lformation or his campus con
cerns to the board. T~e WLSA w1:1 strive to have at least a 
campus representative for each campus ( he may be the on~y member 
from thc-t campus or may be an officer simultaneously). 

7. Members of the Board of Directors are to ~ave equal voice 
and vote. 

8. Meetings of t~e Board are open to all members of the 
WLSA and regular monthly mee~ings are to be announced to tne 
membership. 

Section V DUES, DONArIONS, Al~D DI~BURbEMENT& 

1. Dues shall be in t:1e aniount specit'ied by the \'/LS.A. 
2. Donations cay be made to the Waco Lambda Student Associ

ation and may be tax deductible for the donor (tax exempt status 
pending as of the date of trlis .t-'roposal). Donations will go to 
the general fund. The Board of Directors may create a special fund 
1n which case donations !Ilca.j· be designated for particular purposes. 

3. A:l checks written on the "L~A's account require the 
signature of two (2) officers. 

4. The Boerd of Directors, or any officer or members, may 



" 

not undertake any contract or loan in the name of Waco Lambda 
Student Association that would encumber or obligate funds 
that have not been collected. 

Section VI AMV!ENDI~IENT TO BY-LAWS 

Ammendments to these by-laws may be proposed by any member to 
any meeting of the Board of Directors or to the general member
ship in writing. One third of the membership being ~resent, 
these by-laws may be ammended by any meeting by a 2/3 majori
ty of those present. 

:PROPOSED 
this Sixth of October, 
Nineteen-hundred eighty-six 

LJEC 6 1986 

CHARLES A. SPAIN, JR, 



December 4, 1986 

The Waco Lambda Student Association 

News Letter 

We will be having a general meeting on Sunday, 

December 7, at 2:00. We will meet at 1501 South ath . Our 

plans for this meeting are to show the video tape of the KCEN 

Channel 6 news special on homosexuals in Waco. We will then 

have an open discussion of its effect and impact, if any, on 

Waco. 

Mark your calendar for our Christmas party to be held 

on Saturday, December 13 at the usual place (~1-01 s. ath ). 

It will start around 9:00. There will be a sign up sheet for 

goodies to bring to the party at the meeting on Sunday. 

Future Events, 

January 11- Board meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

January 17- Back to school party 

All of you are invited to contribute words of wisdom 

to our news letter, be it criticism, information, a story 

you want to relate, or whatever. 

uEC 6 1986 

CHARLES A. SPAIN, JR. 
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Officer's Message 

Dear Friends, 

As a relative newcomer to W.L.S.A., I'm really excited 
about our group. Among our membership I see alot of powerful 
potential to reach out to that part of Waco that needs us. 
Indeed a need exists! On one level, a stable support group can 
make a real difference in a student's day-to-day existence. 
With W.L.S.A. we all have an opportunity to share our thoughts, 
feelings and concerns, answer questions, and grow personally and 
socially. On a broader level, as a united group we can better 
promote public understanding and hopefully cultivate a more 
tolerant and accepting envir~pment. 

I'd like to encourage everyone- members, potential members, 
and friends alike- to consider him- or herself important to 
W.L.S.A. Each individual has something to contribute, whether 
it be leadership ability, a good mind for finding ways and 
means, some area of expertise, or simply time and interest. 
Individual participation forms the buliding blocks which 
comprise the W.L.S.A. If you have a special need or concern, 
feel free to bring it forward; we can all explore the issue 
together and each of us will learn something in the process. 

W.L.S.A. may also be a way to meet others who share a 
common understanding, sensitivity, and interest. Whatever 
W.L.S.A. is for you, whatever needs it serves, in essence it is 
people coopoerating for the benefit of the whole. Each person 
counts. You can make a difference, so come Join us and feel 
good about what's happening with the W.L.S.A. 

John Land, 
Treasurer 



WACO LAMBDA STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER 

February 24, 1987 

At our board meeting on Sunday we decided to have weekly meetings for the 
rest of the semester. Here is our tentative schedule for March: 

March 1, 8:00 PM: Open discussion on "coming Out." 

March 8, 2:00: Movie- The AIDS Show. 

March 15, 2:00: Open discussion on meeting other gays: alternatives to the 
bars. 

March 22, 2:00: Movie- Consenting Adults. 

March 29, 2:00: Picnic in Cameron Park. Meet at Lover's Leap. 

These meetings will be held at the clubhouse at Bear Ground I and II 
Apartments located at 1919 S. 5th. 

It was also decided that we will initiate a $5.00 per semester membership 
fee per person. Our continued existence depends on membership dues.Our dues 
will entitle you to our newsletter (if desired) and free admittance to our 
social events. We have decided to charge nonmembers a small fee for attending 
our social events. 

Throughout the month of March we will be collecting dues. On Sunday, March 22 
at our picnic we will charge nonmembers $1.00. Those of you who are on our 
mailing list, if you fail to pay dues by ~~rch 22 you will be dropped from 
our list. There will be no charge for nonmembers attending regular meetings. 

Bear in mind that your membership to this organization will be kept strict
ly confidential.. Your name will not be put on a circulating list. We know 
how important this is to most of you. Discretion is assured. 

We have decided to send a newsletter once a month to cut back on expences. 
Currently our newsletter costs about $5.00 to mail out. Another expence 
we have is our P.O. Box which is $30.00 a year. Future expences will include: 
joining the Texas Gay and Lesbian Student Organization Coalition, printing 
flyers and letters, and fees for becoming a nonprofit organization. 

Remember, this organization is for you. We cannot survive without ·your 
support. 



Waco Lambda Student Association 

Newsletter 

April, 1987 

April 4th- Picnic at Lover's Leap at 2:00 p.m. 

April 5th- Don Baker, plaintiff in the Baker vs. Wade federal 

case challenging 21.06. Don is the former President 

of the Dallas Gay Alliance. He was noted in the New 

York Native as one of -America's most influencial gay 

leaders. This meeting will be at 1:00 p.m. 

April 12th- Safe Sex Seminar with Marc Lerra from the Dallas 

County Health Department. He will have a video 

presentation on safe sex and bring us up to date on 

the AIDS issue. This meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. 

April 19th- No meeting, HAPPY EASTER 

April 2Gth- AIDS marathon at Tallulaha's, located at the corner 

of 5th and Jefferson. This will beg a in at 2: 1)0 p. :~1. 

and end at 2:00 a.m. There will be food and 

r.:nterta inment. :'!Oney will be raised for AII:'5. 

Arrdngements have been made to allow entrance by 

underage members. 

Both the April 5th and 12th meetings will be held at the 

clubhouse of Bear Grounds I & II located at 1919 S. 5th. 

The clubhouse is located above the laundry room by the pool. 



Waco Lambda Student Association 
Newsletter 

May, 1987 

Greetings, all! I hope everyone had an enjoyable Easter 
holiday. Look out! this semester's fading fast! Even so, we 
still have a few more chances to get together, so mark your 
calendar: 

Sunday, May 3rd- our final meeting of the school year will 
feature a presentation Cassie Stevens, a representative 
of the local health department. The to'pic is AIDS, and 
free blood tests will also be administered to anyone 
interested. We'll begain at 2:00 pm. at 1909 s. 5th st. 
(2nd house north of Bear Grounds on 5th~) 

Saturday, May 9th- Take a study break and joined us for our 
End-Of-The-Semester-Sour'ee (that means PARTY, y'all). 
Festivities will kick off at 9:00 pm. at 1909 S. 5th. Get 
out and shake those final exam blues for awhile! Sign up at 
the May 3rd meeting to bring goodies, $1.00 admission for 
non-due paying members. 

Sunday, May 24th- For those of us still in town, we'll have a 
discussion about summer activities for the group. We've 
tenatively planned meetings or activites for the following 
summer dates: June 7th 21th, July 5th 19th, August 2nd, 
16th, and 30th (Welcome Week Sunday) 

All meetings will be held at 2:00 pm. at 1909 S. 5th St. 

Everybody study hard and take time to relax a little too! Be 
sure to leave your summer address and your address for next year 
if you know it with us. Mail it to our P.O. Box. I look 
forward to serving as your President. 

Thanks for your support. 
John 

P.S. A group of us are planning to journey to Lubbock on 
Friday, May the 15th (after Graduation) for the Texas Lesbian 
Gay Conference. We will leave either Friday afternoon or early 
Saturday Morning (more likely) and returning either Sunday or 
Monday morning. Bob and I attend their last meeting in Austin 
and found it to be a very valuble and enriching experence. If 
you would like more information about this talk to Robert, John, 
Bob, or Ken. 

Thanks, 
Robert 



INFLUENCING CITY HALL 

Why get involved in City politics? 

Establish organizational framework and set goals (for areas not 
currently involved in city politics). 

Analyze your city government. 
1. Size of council? Single-member districts? Nature of 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

each district? 
Dnportant city issues 
Key city staff members Cc.,-+-, "'1Ac.vt.~7r) 
City Board and Commissions - what are they, what qo they 

do, how are appointments made? \ll<h,0 ae:-kvt a ft -Jvl.,t7 7. 
Attend city council meetings if possible. 
Who are key community leaders involved in city politics? 
What ~rganizations and factions are involved in city 

politics? 

Coalition building 
1. Learn about key political organizations in your city. 

Ethnic minority organizations 
Women's groups 
Organized labor 
Progressive groups 
Neighborhood and homeowner associations 
Democratic and Republican Clubs 
Civil rights groups 
Peace and environmental groups 
League of Women Voters 

2. Get involved with other groups whose philisophy you share. 

3. Educate other groups about gay/lesbian issues. Exchange 
newsletters, provide speakers to other groups, etc. 

4. Use involvement in other organizations to get to know 
opinion leaders. 

5. Learn about and get involved in non-political civic 
organizations. 

United Way 
Jaycees and other service clubs 
Parent Teacher Association 
Arts-related organizations (Symphony, ballet, etc). 
Professional associations 
Chamber of Commerce 
Church organizations 

f {cl Cra0, 
'r~ 



City Elections 
1. Decide whether or not your group will endorse candidates 

for city council. 
2. Write questionnaires and establish screening procedures. 
3. Lesbian/gay campaign involvement 

Register lesbian/gay voters 
Recruit volunteers and plug them into campaigns 
Provide financial donations to campaigns 
Get out the lesbian/gay vote: 

Print and distribute endorsement cards in the community 
Do mailouts to gay organization lists 
Run endorsement ads in gay publications 
Take candidates on "bar runs" 

Between Elections 
1. Get to know City Councilmembers 
2. Get to know Councilmembers' staff 
3. Get involved in non-gay city issues: 

Bond elections 
Neighborhood concerns 
City budget process (e.g. city funding of social service 

agencies or health agencies) 
Mass transit planning 
Parks planning 
Civic center planning 
City-wide planning efforts: 

Lubbock Goals for the Eighties 
Austin Plan 

4. Work to get lesbians and gay men appointed to city 
boards and commissions. 

City boards and commissions 
1. Obtain list and description of boards and commissions 

(usually available from City Clerk or Mayor's office) 
2. Publicize vacancies and appointments procedures in the 

lesbian/gay community 
3. Decide whether your group wishes to screen, endorse 

and lobby for lesbians and gay men who wish to be 
appointed to boards and commissions. 



w 
L s 

A 
WBeO tBJfJJ'vB f1U'vtll1 BffOe. 

PO BOX 23254 
WACO, TX 

?6702-3254 

He~, Y'all! 

Welcome back to another exciting ~ear in Waco! We, the 

officers, have a lot planned for ~ou and look forward to 

seeing you at our first meeting on Sunda~, October 18, at 

the Bear Grounds I&II clubhouse at 1919 S. 5th Cover the 

pool), at 8 PM. We will be electing a new vice-president 

and a new social director for the upcoming ~ear. We will 

also be discussing what ~ou, the members, want the group to 

do and be this ~ear. Come and bring a friend, and we'll all 

catch up on the summer's happenings! 

We are also planning a part~ for the night of 

Saturda~ , October 24, (homecoming night), at 8 PM until 

???? tentativel~ at the same locale. Be sure to mark your 

calendar and we will have a sign up sheet at the meeting 

Sunda~ for food, etc. 

If you have an~ questions about the meeting, part~ or 

the 756-4264. We'll see ~ou there! 

f,S. &.,y{N\.-f__+,, f'~~.fs_~f7,,V-'..c, +o _:,-,,f...:-
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THE WACO LAMBDA STUDENT ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

November 30th, 1987 

* * * * * * ANNOUNCING * * * * * * 

The Return of the W.L.S.A. 

on 

Sunday, December 6, 1987 

at 

3:00 P.M. 

The Metropolitan Community Church 

1518 Austin (Downtown) 

YOU ARE INVITED 

to witness this miraculous rebirth and hear our SPECIAL GUEST 
SPEAKER, who will speak on, 

The W.L.S.A. and the Waco Community 

and 

Religious Response to Homosexuality 

Our speaker is looking forward to a discussion period following 
his address, so bring questions and an active mind! 

BE THERE AND BE TRIANGULAR! 



But seriously, it's important that we show support for our 

group and our guest speaker, so please attend, and bring as many 

interested (and interesting) people as you can. If you need a 

ride, call Joseph and Mary (before Christmas). This meeting 

will be private, informative, and will offer lots of great 

fellowship. Regular business will follow the discussion, so 

remember to bring any relevant newspaper clippings for our 

library. But especially, bring yourself and your ideas for the 

group. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
* The Community * 

* Needs * 
* WLSA, * 

* and * 
* WLSA NEEDS* 

* YOU! * 
* * 
* * 

* * 
* * 
* 

P.S. For those of you not entirely convinved, there will be 
food, so get there a few minutes early and munch out! 

I 




