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.. . and they reminded everyone about next month's Texas Lesbian
Lonference, also scheduled in Aastin.
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vinson is
tapped for
Lobby post

Former co-chair is named
director of development

The state's gay and lesbian lobby
organization has hired a noted Dallas
lesbian activist as its Director of
Development, officials announced last
week.

Kay Vinson, operator of Curious
Times bookstore, will assume her
responsibilities on Feb. 1. Vinson, a
former LGRL co-chair, resigned her post
in mid-December.

As development director, Vinson
will be responsible for raising the more
than $100,000 needed to cover the LGRL
budget this year. She will maintain an
office in Dallas but travel to
communities throughout the state,
officials said.

The 40-year-old former television
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

1992 3

. news mpmser is'a co-founder of the

Texas Lesbian Conference, a former co-

- chair of the Dalias chapter of the Gay
ud wbun Alliance  Against

mmmMmm
at LGRL fundraising functions should
contact Vinson at 941-6847. ¥

. co-founder of Texas
Lesbian Conference and Dallas GLAAD
is named director of development for
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas.

Kay Vinson . .
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TLC announces keynoters

Lesbian humorist Kate Clinton also sets appearance

Officials of the 1992 Texas Lesbian
Conference announced three keynote
speakers who will be present for the
event,

The keynote speakers include Laurie
Eiserloh, executive director of the
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas;
Emma Perez, Ph.D., an assistant
professor of history at the University of
Texas in El Paso and author of Chicana
Lesbtans: The Girls Our Mothers Warned
Us About ; and Sabrina Sojourner,
coordinator of leadership instruction for
the National Black Gay and Lesbian
Conference and past director of the
National Organization for Women's
Women of Color in Diversity program.

“Diversity, Unity and Community” is
the theme of the conference, slated for
May 15-17 in Dallas, Organizers say they
expect between 600 and 1,000 women
from throughout the state to attend the
three-day conference being held at the
Southland Center. TLC 1992, the fourth
annual state-wide lesbian conference in
Texas, is sponsored by Lesbian Vision-
aries, the organization which co-
sponsored the first TLC held in 1988,

The 1992 steering committee
“wanted to show the strength of our
diversity,” co-facilitator Susan Melnick
said in explaining the choice of
speakers, “We didn't have to look far to
find our keynote speakers, who
definitely reflect the spirit of this
conference.”

This year's workshops, Melnick
added, were also designed to reflect the
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diversity of the Texas lesbian com:
munity. The 35 workshops will offer a
vast variety of topics, she said. TLC 1993
will close with an session that is a first
in the history of the conference, Melnick
said. “In the spirit of unity, we'vé
decided to close this year’s cnnfcra:nm
with 2 round table open to gay men, sé
that community gender issues —
focused lesbian concerns — may bcé
addressed,” she noted.

Despite the variety of serious t-:::pms
on the agenda, conference-goers also
will have time for fun, Melnick said
especially Saturday night whesd
nationally-known “lesbmn-femlmsf
humorist” Kate Clinton takes the stagta
The concert is open to the public, :

The conference fee is based on a
sliding scale, Melnick said, Special rated
have been arranged at the headquarters
hotel, and TLC organizers can providé
out-of-town visitors with *“homé
hospitality if it is requested in advance,}
she noted. Persons wishing to arrangé
travel and hotel arrangements should
contact Fantastic Voyage at 1-800-622;
Melnick also stressed that workshop
sponsors are still needed, and a room
for vendors and artists and craftspersons
will be set up, with local entertainment
to help draw in shoppers. Table tops ar¢
still available for $15, but space is
limited, she said.

For more information about the
1992 Texas Leshian Conference, Cil!
720-3407. ¥
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900+ expected at upcoming
Texas Leshian Conference

By Tammye Nash

Organizers expect 500 to 600
women to attend the 1992 Texas Lesbian
Conference slated for May 14-16 in
Dallas, according to TLC co-chair Susan
Melnick,

The conference, a project of Lesbian
Visionaries,is the fifth in a series of state-
wide events established in 1988 to help
increase lesbian visibility, Melnick
explained. The first conference was held
in Dallas, moving to Houston, San
Antonio an Austin in subsequent years.

“Even though this is called the Texas
Lesbian Conference, we have women
coming in from as far away as California,
New Mexico and even Canada,” Melnick
said. "I think we're the only state that
has this kind of statewide conference for
lesbians, There are a lot of festivals
around the country, but this is the only
conference of its kind."

Three “outstanding”™ women have

'02

Hegistmtion Form

'I‘LC

Please type of print. One form per person

NAME

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE

ZIP

LLEPHONE

work

enteriaimnment a

(copy if necessary)

h. Kate

been lined up as keynote speakers for
TLC 1992, Melnick said. They are
Sabrina Sojourner, Emma Perez and
Laurie Eiserloh. Sojourner, former
director of the Women of Color in
Diversity program of the National
Organization for Women, is currently the
coordinator of leadership instruction for
the National Gay and Lesbian
Conference.

Perez, an assistant professor of
History at the University of Texas at El
Paso, was also a featured author in the
book Chicana Lesbians: The Girls Our
Mothers Warned Us About. Eiserlch, a
graduate of the University of Texas Law
School, now works as executive director
of the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of
Texas.

This is a year of firsts for TLC,
Melnick continued, including an
appearance by nationally-known lesbian
comedian Kate Clinton. Clinton will
perform on Saturday night during the

“Paranting 1
B. Many, L.P.C

Ol

The Community Newspaper for Gay and [esbian Dallas

“Lesbian Writing: from the Page to

VOLUM

On Saturday, May 16, TLC will sponsor a
concert by lesbian comedian Kate
Clinton. The performance is open to men
and women.

conference, and the performance is
open to both men and women. Tickets
1o the concert are available at Curious
Times, Crossroads Market and Shades of
Grey.

Another first is the number of
workshops being offered at the
conference, as well as some of the kinds
of workshops available. “When we
started organizing this conference, we

5th Annual
Texas Lesbian Conference

15-17
Southland Center Hotel » Dallas,

May

Keynote Speakers

Benefit Concert
Kate Clinton

E IX, NUMBER®ZL

were planning on about 30 workshops

|‘i’(llll"g racism
rights, anti-Semitism,
HIV/AIDS and more

AS a séparate post-col
organ

ers will stage a ro
lesbians and gay men, I«
for
communicate and cooperate

About 45 vendors “from all over the
state and from as far away as California
offering a variety of items including ans
and crafts will also be set up at the
conference, Melnick said
magazine is sending a video tape for
viewing, and LGRL and the Human
Rights Campaign Fund will be among
those with tables set up to dispense
information, she said

Women can pre-register by mail for
the event, set for the Southland Hotel
and the fee is $45. “Women can also
register in person at the door that
Saturday morning, but we prefer that
they register beforehand,” she added

Registration forms and fees should
be mailed to TLC 92, P.O. Box 191168
Dallas, Texas 75219. For
information, call 720-3407. ¥
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Mini Musical Festival = Friday, May 15, 6:30-11:00

Saturday, May 16, 8:00p.m.

"Tax Planning and the Emotional
Aspacts of
Lesbian Couples,” Judith Cannon,

Ph.D. and Anne Myrick, C.P.A.
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oney Management for

Tickets available at Curious Times, Crossroads Market and Shades of Gray
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"From Bubbas to Bomb Thraats,”
Laurie Eiserloh, L.G.R.L. and Mica
England

il : Clin s concert s an additional the Stags.” Garol Young, “Issues of Lesbian Parenting,”
i charge as demiled below Playwright/Diractor “Leather, Power and Trust,” Terri Carolyn Dunbar; Psychotherapist
| Anderson, National Leather Asso. "
l : : “Intimacy and the Co-commitied Ha".' to Sfﬂ".and Run Your Own
i $10 Concert Ralationship,” Or, Pamala Bell, "Women and Addictions, " Bever) Business,” Elizabeth McLane and
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15 COrCER v 3 : : Oesis Recovery Program OLCS and (oS
| s “Self Halp, Self Examination,” Anna Rodriquez, intern OLCS. “Olct Lashian NaMonlung " Arden
(no conference) Chariofte Taft and Shelly Oram, Evesmeyers i
Routh Street Women's Clinie “Lesblans and HIVVAIDS: A Safe Sex
$__ TOTAL ENCLOSED : Workshop, " Jill Havens and Susan L. "Reclaiming Our Space as Women,"
— AL LOSE "Domestic Violence and Lesbians,”  Coultas west fnfo. Quest: Christine Jaroz, Founder of the
(Make check payable to TLC '92) Debra Julian, M.S. : Lesbian Resource Center
3 e s "Feminism and Racism," Sabrina -
Mail to; TLC '92 "Add Women and Stir: Recasting Sojourner, Legisiative Aide to PL,ro"‘bégnfs ,"Wm”y ;(m Ashmors,
P.O. BOx 191168 ﬁmgncan H:sfm E'r Kaﬂ:;"ean Congrasswomen Maxine Waters Cractt Union w;?;:hbows W’N"g’&
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OVER 600 TAKE PART
IN FIFTH TEXAS
LESBIAN CONFERENCE

Workshops Address Homophobia,
Class Issues & Other Topics;
Kate Clinton Highlights Weekend.

DALLAS — Over 600 women represent-
ing every major city and many rural areas
gathered at the Southland Center Hotel in
Dallas last weekend for the Fifth Annual
Texas Lesbian Conference. Conceived in
1988 by a grass-roots coalition of women
who wanted to raise the visibility of les-
bians, this year's conference was the
largest and by all accounts the most suc-

cessful to date. )
More than 40 workshops facilitated by

professionals and volunteers were pre-
sented to capacity crowds. Speeches by
Sabrina Sojourner, coordinator of leader-
ship insgtruction for the National Gay and
Lesbian Conference; Emma Perez, Ph.D.
and author of Chicana Lesbians: The Girls
Our Mothers Warned Us About; and Laurie
Eiserloh, Executive Director of the Les-
bian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, stirred
their audiences to enthusiastic standing
ovations.

On Friday, the first night of the con-
ference, as participants signed in, they
were treated to the sounds of Backroads,
a local six-woman band, and other talent
performing in the hotel’s pub.

Saturday morning, Perez related her ex-
periences as one of only a few profes-
sional chicana historians and how some
of her straight male colleagues at the
University of Texas/El Paso refer to her
with hostility as a ‘lesbian terrorist”
because she has dedicated her life to
fighting racism, heterosexism, classism,
colonialism, in her words, “all the 'isms.”

One of the most popular workshops of-
fered, in fact, was about classism in the

lesbian community. Facilitator Ari Cha-
goya pointed out to participants that since
most lesbians are working class people,
they are financial victims of the system.
Group discussion was lively. Some women
identified themselves as “middle class”
and “privileged.” Anita Wright of Fort
Worth said that she used to be middle
class but later became poor. Generous
friends helped her out in her time of need,
but she said the experience has left her
feeling much more aware of her own class
and how others perceive class.

Another workshop, “Out of Bounds—
Exploring Lesbian Sexuality,” was intend-
ed for about 20 participants, but 150 ap-
plied. There were women in this workshop
who had been out for as long as 30 years
and for little as six months.

The most heated feelings were ex-
pressed during and after the “Feminism
and Racism” class, facilitated by Sabrina
Sojourner. Many white lesbians who took
part were unaware of theirown repressed
racist attitudes, and some became defen-
sive and accusatory.

Amy Swetnam, M.S., N.C.A.C. ll, facil-
itated “Internalized Homophobia,” which
examined homophobia in different forms,
including that promoted by lesbian and
gay media. Participants offered specific
examples of what they considered misog-
yny and homophobia in the lesbian and
gay press.

The most rousing event of the weekend
was undoubtedly the performance by co-
median Kate Clinton, who drew over 860
lesbians to the hotel ballroom to hear her
make them laugh (and sometimes scream)
about men, “tall men” (transvestites),
Catholics, penises, “Uncle (Clarence)
Thomas,” condoms and latex in general,
Will Smith, Reagan and “Mommie,” and
sanitary napkins.

No men were allowed in any of the pres-
entations, and many women expressed
their joy at feeling free to share with one
another without their usual defenses. One
woman, Vicky attended with her lover
Anna. Vicky explained that she holds a
very visible position in her city.

“I can’t afford to be out,” she said, "“for
my safety or my security. | even have to
refer to Anna with a man’s name to make
people think | have a boyfriend instead of
a girlfriend.

“It is great to be here and be true to our-
selves! We'll make this an annual event.”

The Sixth Annual Texas Conference will
be held in Houston next year. o
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Leshians from
across Texas
gather in Dallas

Annual conference offers
keynotes, workshops,
range of entertainment

By Tammye Nash
STAFF REPORTER OF DALLAS VOICE

Lesbian health issues will take cen
ter stage at the ninth annual Tex
Lesbian Conference this weekend, with
a day-long series of health mini-work-
shops and a keynote address focused
on lesbian health set for Saturday.

Mar Plumb, director of the Office
and Gay and Lesbian Health Concerns
for the New York City Department of
Health and a leshian health consultant
for the National Center for Lesbian
Rights, and author Rita Shimmin, for-
mer director of HIV Services for Lyon-
Martin Women’s Health Services in San
Francisco and now a consultant with
the organization, will deliver the
keynote at noon Saturday. The two
women will give a co-presentation that
“focuses on leshidan health at the indi
vidual level and at the community
level,” Shimmin said this week.

“There is a saying: ‘Invisibility
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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equals death.’” That's very true”
Shimmin said. “If we are not seen, we
are not served. To succeed in getting
health care, [lesbians] need to be seen.
And to be seen by the health care estab-
lishment, we must start with ourselves
seeing each other.”

Individual lesbians, Shimmin said,
often tend to hide parts of themselves
— they censider undesirable from
themselves and from society at large.
That tendency translates itself to the
lesbian community, Shimmin said, as a
proclivity to exclude groups of women
seen as different or undesirable.

"We must stop creating this invisibil-
ity internally and within our own com-
munity,” she said. “We must see and
accept ourselves and each other so that
we are not assisting [society] in making
us invisible.”

Both women said they were excited
to be participating in the Texas Lesbian
Conference, which is described by orga-
nizers as a unique event unmatched
anywhere else in the country.

Shimmin said that when she attend-
ed a National Gay and Lesbian Health
Conference in Houston, demands that a
display of the NAMES Project AIDS
Memorial Quilt be removed and pro-
testers outside the conference meant
that the conference “did not feel like a
safe place.

“So when I heard about [TLC], 1
thought, ‘Damm, this is great. These are
women who are coming together make
[the lesbian community] visible,” she
added. “That shows great courage in
the face of what we live with today. It's
exactly what is needed. When we come
taeether. there is streneth in that. There

is encouragement in that.”

The 1996 Texas Lesbian Conference,
being held at the Dallas Grand Hotel on
Commerce Street downtown, begins
with registration from 4 to 10 p.m.
today. Root Womyn will perform from 8
to 10 p.m. at the hotel, followed by On
The Verge from 10 to 11:30 p.m.

Registration continues from 6 to 9
am. Saturday, with workshops begin-

ning at 9 am. The conference-includes-
four different sessions throughout the
day, with each session offering five dif-
ferent workshops. Topics include par-
anh.ng issues, abuse issues, same-sex
marriage, retirement issues, leather
issues, relationship issues, activism,
credit, legal issues, spirituality and sex-
uality.

Plumb and Shimmin will deliver
their keynote address from 12:15 to 1:45

.m.
< Romance author Peggy Herring will
be on hand from 3:30 to 530 p.m.
Saturday to autograph copies of her lat-
est novel, Love’s Harvest, and lesbian
comedian Suzanne Westenhoefer will
perform at 8 p.m. at the hotel.

Also on Saturday, the Young4E1der
Women's Health P'roject of the Nelson-
Tebedo Community Clinic is sponsor-
ing a day-long series of mini-work-
shops focusing exclusively on health
issues, including stress management

“These are women who

are commg together {0

make the lesbian com-
v T y

munity visible.”

techniques, breast cancer, medical-legal
issues and holistic health. The
YWCA /Dallas will have a mobile unit
available for those who have pre-regis-
tered for a mammogram. Other agen-
cies ‘will be available to perform blood
sugar and body fat testing and blood
pressure screenings, and to offer infor-
mation on a variety of topics ranging
from oncology to drug and alcohol
abuse.

The conference continues Sunday,
with a spiritual service at 9 a.m. led by
Rev. NaDine Rawls. Four different
round-table discussions will be held
from 9:45 to 11:15 a.m., and the confer-
ence closes with lunch and Ehrhardt’s
keynote address from 11:15 to 2 p.m.

The TLC vendor’s gallery will be
open all day Saturday and Sunday. ¥

Lasbian comic Suzanne Westenhoefer performs at 8 p.m. on Saturday at the
Dallas Grand Hotel in conjunction with this year's Texas Leshian Conference.
Tickets $16 in advance, $20 on the day of the show. Advance tickets available in
Dallas al Crossroads Market. For more information about the Texas Lesbian
Conference, see the article beginning on Page 9 in this edition.

Marj Plumb (pictured) and Rita Shimmin, women with extensive credentials on les-
hian health issues, are keynote speakers at this year's Texas Leshian Conference.
The conference will be held thorughout the weekend at the Dallas Grand Hotel.

WELCOME TEXAS LESBIAN CONFERENCE
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TLC keynoters challenge cunference-goers on dwersuty,

By Tammye Nash
STAFF REPORTER OF DALLAS VOICE

Rita Shimmin warned her listeners
right up front: “As keynote speakers,
we are asked 1o set a tone for this con-
ference. That tone will run the scale,
from joyful to whatever you think is not
joyful.”

Shimmin and Mar Plumb — who
together presented the Saturday key-
note address at the ninth annual Texas
Lesbian Conference last weekend in
Dallas — then went on tp present a
range of ideas, theories and challenges
in an almost free-form structure.

But as the women passed the micro-
phone back and forth, each taking her
next topic up where the other left off,
they created an atmosphere of electrici-
tv that left their listeners charged and

did, indeed, se! the tone for the rest of

the conference.

While  they
approached it
from a number of
paths, and cov-
ered myriad
issues in route,
the central focus
for Shimmin and
Plumb was the
need for accep-
tance of diversity
within the lesbian community.

Shimmin, who spoke first, began the
presentation by calling on her listeners
to recognize the ways they have been
“trained” since birth to avoid joining
forces with others

“Look at the woman sitting next to
you,” Shimmin said. “Think of two
things about her that are different from

Rita Shimmin

W sitting next to
Marj Plumb you, and think of
two things you
have in common with her,” she contin-
~ued. “In the hands of a skillful manipu-
lator, you can be made to hate that
woman because she is like you. Because
you are bath fighting for the same
things, and there’s not enough to go
around. . . . We have been trained not to
like ourﬁelv% for very long, and not to
like each other.”

Focus on health care dominates ‘96 Texas Leshian Conference

By Tammye Nash
STAFF REPORTER OF DALLAS VOICE
attended the

some 181 participants

[ hian'( ference

ninth annual Tex:
held last weekend in Dallas, according
to event co-chair Naomi Madnd. And,
she added, that count does not include
I'LC presenters and participants in the
health care component of the event

“I think we were very successful [in
conveying] the information we present-

ed, and the health care component of
the conference was probably the most
successful part,” Madrid said. “The
evaluations were mostly positive,

although T do think some of the work-
shops should have been duplicated,
such as the workshop on gay and les-
bian marriage and a workshop on rela-
so that more women
could have attended each,

De'An Olson, chair of the TLC pro-
gram committee, said she was pleased
with the “overall program evaluations”
by participants. “They said they
enjoyed the topics, and we had some
really quality presenters and work-
shops,” she noted. “A lot of the partici-
pants did say, though, that would like
to see more social time and more time

ISSues

tionship

for networking and bonding-at the next
conference.”

Indeed, networking did appear to be
high of many women’s hsts of motiva-
tions for attending the conference.
Shawna Stewart of Artemis Counseling
in Fort Worth said she saw the confer-
ence, first of all, as a method of “pro-
viding good exposure for my business.”

But it also provided her with a
chance, Stewart added, to share valu-
able information with others. Stewart
presented a workshop on parenting
issues as part of the conference’s health
care component. She and her partner,
Amy Jacobus, brought their daughter
Sierra to the conference.

Cassie McFall, a midwife with
WomanKind Birth Services, said the
oppeortunity to share information with
others was also a vital part of her deci-
sion to participate in the conference.

“Midwives, so far, have not really
been open to lesbians,” McFall said. “In
this area [North Texas], midwives tend
to be very religious. But 1 hope to.see
that change. | think if anyone would
profit from the home birth experience,
it'’s our community. So often we [les-
bians] have had to go through so many

TLC “96 —

Rita Shimmin (1.) and Marj Plumb kicked off the 1996 Texas Lesbian Conference
with a call for leshians to celebrate the diversity within their ranks. Nearly 200
women from throughout Texas gathered in Dallas last weekend for the ninth annu-
al conference. Stories begin on Page 12.

technological feats to get pregnant, 1
think we forget there are other ways of
doing things.”

Kathey Parr and Rita Granburry,
partners from San Antonio, said they
had helped organize the San Antenio
conference, and that the Dallas event
was the fifth Texas Desbian Conference
they have attended.

For them, Parr said, “being with
other lesbians in a safe place, where we
out-number the straights for once, it's
just such a high for us. We make some
wonderful friends each year at the con-
ference.”

That was a statement with which
Stewart wholeheartedly agreed: “Any
chance to be around a bunch of lesbians
is just wonderful.”

Madrid said organizers also heard
“some really positive” comments from
participants about keynote speakers
Marj Plumb and Rita Shimmin. Olson
noted that, following the theme of
Shimmin and Plumb’s keynote, numer-
ous participants called for even more
focus on diversity in the lesbian com-
mumnity.

Although previous TLC events have
had higher attendance, Madrid said she

S}ummpoimed out that everyone
htlhecentextoiapast

hear it But, she. added, hearing that
history is imperative if we are to learn
from it.

Shimmin quoted from a spem&
delivered in 1712 by West Indies planta-
tion owner Willie Lynch to plantation
owners in Virginia who were facing

“slave problems.”

Lynch urged his fellow slave owners
to play on any and all differences
between the slaves — from skin color to
gender to size to “status” — to engen-
der fear and distrust between the slaves.
and so prevent them from rising up in a
united front against their oppressors.

“Distrust is stronger than trust. Envy
is stronger than adulation, respect or

A volunteer passes out information
about women's health programs.

feels attendance for this conference was.
more than adequate. “I think that we
were prepared for about 200 partici-
pants. Very many more than that, and I
think we’d have been pushing it,” she
said.

“This was the first time this commit-
tee has actually organized a TLC, and |
think we learned a lot of things along
the way,” Madrid added. “Overall, |
thought it went really well.” ¥



keynote speakers, entertainers

10th annual statewide event, scheduled May 16-18 in
Houston, features Cammermeyer, DeLaria, Price, Morales

By Tammye Nash

A kevnote address by National
Guard Col. Margarethe Cammermever
and a performance by nationally-
known lesbian comedian Lea Delana
are two of the highlisght f the 10th
annual Texa b siated
for nex! month i Houstor

[he conference — which began in
1988 in Dallas Kicks off Friday, May
16 at Houston's Renaissance Hotel, and
runs through Sunday, May 18

Conference registration will be held
from 4 to 10 p.m. on Friday, with
Cammermeyer delivering her keynote
address at 7 p.m. Her speech will be fol-
lowed by a singles event sponsored by
the Houston Press.

Cammermeyer is the woman who
successfully fought her 1992 discharge
from the Washington National Guard
after she told a Slipcrinr officer during
an interview for higher security clear-

6 APRIL 4, 1997

she was a lesbian. On the
federal court order,
Cammermeyer returned to the National
Guard in 1994. Cammermeyer was
named “Woman of the Year” by the
Woman's Army Corps Veterans, has
received the Meritorious Service Medal
of the Army Reserves, and was the
Veterans Admuinistration’s “Nurse of
the Year” in 1985. She also was award-
ed a Bronze Star for her work at an
evacuation hospital in Vietnam.

A television movie starring Glenn
Close as Cammermeyer, Serving in
Silence, was broadcast in 1995. Her
appearance at TLC is co-sponsored by
LiB

In addition to a variety of work-
shops, Saturday’s schedule includes
continuing registration from 7 am. to 3
p.m., a lunch time keynote by activist
Linda Morales, and DeLlaria’s perfor-
mance at 7 p.m., followed by a dance
featuring Dallas band II Girls II Guitars

ance that
strength of a

CALLAS VOICE

Margarethe Cammermeyer

1 Much.

Morales, who lives in Houston, was
lead plaintiff in the lawsuit which chal-
lenged the Texas sodomy law outlaw-
ing private consensual sexual activity
between adults of the same gender. She
now works as the administrative assis-
tant to State Sen. Mario Gallegos, and is
a legislative aide to the senator’s Texas
Senate Committees, Health and Human
Services and Education. She is former
president of Mexican-American
Democrats de Houston, Gay and

Lea Del.aria

Lesbian Hispanics Unidos and the
Latina lesbian social group AMIGA.
She also is a former board member of
the national Latino(a) Lesbian and Gay
Organization and the AIDS Equity
League,

Del.aria landed in the national spot-
light when she appeared as the first
openly gay comic on The Arsemio Hall
Show. She now has recurring roles on The
John Laroquette Show and Matlock, a has
made special guest appearances on
Continued on Page 8






TLC begins next Frlday in San Antonio

Noted lesbian author Katheérine V.
Forrest will be one of several presenters
highlighting the 11th annual Texas
Lesbian Conference that gets underway
Friday in San Antonio.

Keynote speeches for the event will be
delivered by Carmen Vasquez, public pol-
icy director for the New York Lesbian and
Gay Community City, and Suzanne Pharr,
a social and economic justice worker who
founded the Women's Project, a 'i?"vvmr
organization in Portland, Ore, and
Atlanta focusing on multi-issue, mulh-
racial organizing

Also on tap for the weekend are perfor-
mances by Sharon Bridgtorth of Austin's
theater
Monica Palacios and Karen Rqﬂh-:-'

The theme for this year's conferenc
which runs through "-Lmdm. at l|"|1. Four
Points Sheraton hotel on the Riverwalk, is
"Creating Balance Creando Balance.”
The commuttee presenting the event is co-
chaired by Rosetta Pittman and Maria
Salazar

The weekend begins Friday with a per-
formance by Palacios, A
comedienne/activist who works with San
Antonio’s Project I:apemnz.'t it continues

rool  womyn and comediennes

Saturday with opening remarks by Pharr,
a noon performance by Bridgforth and
Teri Varner, a variety or workshops and —
capping off the evening — a performance
by Ripley.

Bridgforth, an author perhaps best
known for her character "Bulljean,” a
black lesbian folk hero, will lead a work-
shop on the creative writing process, and
Ripley, from Berkeley, Ca., will lead an
interactive workshop, both on Saturday
afternoon.

According to Pittman, TLC organizers
have tried to schedule a variety of work-
shops on diverse topics ranging from
health to spinituality to legal topics,
Among them are a workshop on massage
therapy presented by Dallasite Sandra
Lugo-Camacho, and a workshop on adve-

MAY 22, 1998

Hutad lesblan author
Katherine Forrest is among
the presenters at the 11th
annual Texas Lesbian

Conference.

RITE R e e T T el Ll e e T U,
cacy and progressive issues by Project
Esperanza’s Graciela Sanchez

The conference concludes Sunday with
the closing keynote by Vasquez.

TLC organizers have worked “to give a
little bit of everything to a community we
perceive as very diverse,” according to
Salazar.

She noted that by early May, some 65
women had pre-registered, and said that
San Antonio TLCs have "a history of late
registrabions.”

The registration fee for the entire week-
end is $60; registration for Saturday only is
$40. Tickets to Ripley’s Saturday evening
performance are $10.

For information, call 210-828-LISA or
210-228-0201. To register at the Four Points
Sheraton, call 210-223-9461. ¥
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Lesbian conference accepting registrations for May ¢

Tyler, Garry named as keynote speakers at 12th aamial
event; volunteers sought for fund-raising effort in March -

Officials of the 12th annual Texas
Lesbian Conference, scheduled in
Dallas May 21-23, are seeking volun-
. teers for a fundraising venture next
month to help finance the conference.

Committee members need 40 volun-
teers a day on Mar. 26-28 to staff a con-
cessions booth at the Texas Motor
Speedway. Proceeds will benefit the
conference.

People who wish to volunteer
should e-mail julz@ti.com.

The conference, organized on the

theme “Visualizing the Puture,” will

feature keynote speakers Robin Tyler

and Joan M. Garry. Tyler was the first

openly-lesbian comic in North America
and is an activist, speaker and special

group :
.mwlwcmwmmmm

Defamation. ;

The event also tncludﬁ entertain
Onh&ayzlmu
comic, actor and wﬁter Suzy Ber@r
The folluwtng avenmg, the Ihﬂa‘se

Fure.
A number of wm@s and qe;i-_

eventspmducei'”shehasbemnmd / registration fee is $60; for the
Millennium Mateh scheduled in
Washington, D.C. in the year 2000.
Garry is executive director of the Gay
and Lesbian Alliance Against

Doris Daze, the popular Iocal women's gmup will h'ont for women's music
legends Cris Williamson and Tret Fure, who will perform in conjunction with
the 12th annual Texas Lesbian Conference. The event, scheduled in Dallas
in May, also features GLAAD executive director Joan M. Garry and
Millennium March executive producer Robin Tyler.
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thiz wag the last mention of the 2002
event in the Dallag Veice...nothing after
the rlated date, war 1t held?










it appears TLC only had a website for
about a year, mid-2003 to Aug 2004,
and this page is the last info posted
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Texas Lesbian
Cnnfel_'_e,lw:e - 2002

18th Anniversary
CRLIIS__E__M Cozumel

4 Stateroom Costs
" and Details

4 Conference Itinerary
“...and Speakers

What Lesbians Really Want

The Texas Leshian Conference (TLC)
started way back in 1988 as a way for
Lesbians to network, learn, share
information, and have a good time with
their sisters from across the Lone Star
State and beyond.

Times have changed since 1988, and this
year, TLC will be looking at "What
Lesbians Really Want" from the only
statewide Lesbian Conference in the
United States.

And there's no better place to find that out
than on a cruise from Galveston to
Cozumel!

Texas Lesbian Conference 2002 takes place on a
4.day cruise from Galveston to Cozumel, from

October 17 thru October 21, 2002

To book or if you have questions about the
cruise,
call Stan the Cruise Man, toll free, at

1-866-200-2086

or email him at Stan@OU Tcruising.com

Although the pre-registration deadline has past,
there is still time to book a berth on the coolest
conference for Lesbians happening this year.

DARE TO COMPARE:

It costs $499 just to fly to Oli**s resort in Cancun..
It will cost you another bigger chunk of change to
have a roof over your headl

The TLC Cruise gives you 4 days at sea, Cozumel,
all the food you can eat, nightly entertainment,
casinos, piano bars, pools, games, and the TLC
Conference for less than it costs to fly to Cancunl

Texss Lesbian Conference - 2002 | 15th Anniversary CRUISE to Cozumel |
Statercom Costs and Details | Conference Itinerary and Speakers

Booked as of August 21, 2002

Entertainment

Michele Balan, "Da Comic Princess"
entertains on Friday evening and
cruises with us through Monday.

‘We asked the Mayan
Geds, "What Do

Speakers and Topics
Leskians Want? They

Su:nday at Sea tald us, "Take them on
a8 oruise and ask them.™

"What Lesbians Really Want”

Emily Cruse and Susan West will

facilitate a discussion to examine
what Lesbians want from a statewide
conference.

"Late Bloomers"

Pat Stone talks about how she went
from a dedicated Pflag parent. to the
founder of a thriving organization for
women who come out late in life.

"Whole Body Stress Relief”
Something you'll want to try back in
the cabin! Massage Therapist
Rossana Dumas shows you how to
relax and just DO IT!

"Incommunicado”

Therapist Debra Pinnock addresses
how lack of communication affects
intimacy and sex in a relationship.

Keep checking back as more speakers
caornfirm!



