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SeWs for the Future
A Hjsto~ of MCCR

By Rev, Dwayne Johnson

The-seeds for MCC ministry in Houston were planted in the winter of 1971-72. In
the summer of 1972, seven people gathered for worship in a Montrose community cen-
ter. These seeds took root in December of 1972 when meetings were started on a regular
basis in a rented apartment in Preston Villa. On the second Sunday of February in 1974,
the MCC group moved to a former TV repair shop on Waugh Drive, with fourteen people
in attendance.

By June of 1974 a group of twenty-five submitted signatures to UFMCC headquar-
ters in Los Angeles petitioning for mission status, which was granted, By February of
1975 the church had grown to forty-three and a petition for charter status was submitted.
On April 20, 1975, the burgeoning ministry was officially chartered as Metropolitan
Community Church of the Resurrection, Houston, Texas.

On June 15, 1975, Rev. Robert Falls of Oklahoma City arrived to serve as the first
Pastor. Standing room only crowds soon pushed MCCR to an old converted printing
warehouse at 1214 Joe Annie Street. The new facility was dedicated on the first Sunday
in November, 1975. Rev. Falls resigned effective July 1, 1976. A new pastoral search
was begun, culminating in the election of Rev. Jeri Ann Harvey on December 5, 1976.

In April 1978, Rev. Harvey was called to pastor MCC Los Angeles. An extensive
search led to the calling of Rev. Charles Larsen who became the third pastor ofMCCR in
January of 1979. MCCR had again outgrown its facilities, and on Easter, 1979, MCCR
moved from Joe Annie Street to 1919 Decatur Street.

Rev. Charles Larsen resigned in June, 1985. He was followed by Rev, Elder John
Gill who assumed the position of Pastor of MCCR in November of 1985, Rev. Gill
offered 10 years of consistent and spiritually grounded leadership before assuming the
pastorate at King of Peace MCC in St. Petersburg, Florida on May I, 1995.

During a lengthy pastoral search process, Rev. Jim Bums served as Interim Pastor
ofMCCR from the summer of 1995 until August 31, 1996. On September 1, 1996 Rev.
Dwayne Johnson came to Houston from Richmond, Virginia to begin his service as the
fifth Pastor of MCCR.

Moving towards 500 active members and an average weekly attendance nearing
600, MCCR has recently become the second largest church in the Universal Fellowship
of Metropolitan Community Churches. Rev. Carolyn Mobley continues to offer in-
spired leadership for the 90's. She began her service in June of 1990 and was promoted
to Associate Pastor in 1995, On October 5, 1997, Rev. Johnson announced the addition
of Rev, Ralph Lasher to serve as Assistant Pastor/ Director ofH.O.M.E. Groups (Homes
Open for Ministry and Encouragement) beginning October 27, 1997. Rev. Lasher moved
to his new assignment after three years of service as Executive Director of the Kolbe
Project in Houston, Texas and ten years as volunteer Staff Clergy at MCCR.

Currently, MCCR is positioning for new growth and expanded ministry. MCCR
has again reached the point where new facilities are needed. The long range planning
that began with Vision 2000 in 1994 gave birth to the current strategic planning pro-
gram, ReVision. In March of 1997 the congregation unanimously voted to move for-
ward with ReVision initiatives calling for spiritual, physical, social, financial and com-
munication development.
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As the founder of the Universal Fellowship
of Metropolitan Community Churches
(UFMCC), Rev. Elder Troy Perry has watched
the membership grow from 12 to over 42,000
in the past 29 year (370 study groups, mis-
sions and churches in 19 countries).
Rev. Perry's activism has taken many turns

during the past three decades. Perry is the co-
founder of Christopher Street West, one of the
two oldest gay pride committees in America
(New York being the older).
In 1977 Rev. Perry crisscrossed the nation

and raised over $1 million to defeat the Briggs
Initiative (Prop. 6) which would have banned
all gay and lesbian school teachers from teach-

ing in the state of California. That same year, Troy Perry was invited to the White
House with 13 other gay and lesbian civil rights leaders to discuss the whole
spectrum of gay and lesbian civil rights with the staff of President Jimmy Carter.
Rev. Perry's last visit to the White House was in December, 1995 at the invitation
of President Bill Clinton to participate in the first ever White House Conference
on HIV/AIDS.

In 1978, Rev. Perry was honored by the American Civil Liberties Union
Lesbian and Gay Rights Chapter with its Humanitarian Award. He holds a Hon-
orary Doctorate of Ministry from Samaritan College in Los Angeles for founding
MCC, an Honorary Doctorate in Human Services from Sierra University, Santa
Monica, California for his work in civil rights, and was lauded by the Gay Press
Association with its Humanitarian Award. In 1995, he received the first ever
Equality Award from the Human Rights Campaign, their highest honor.

In addition to being a national civil rights leader, Rev. Perry has found
time to write three books, "The Lord Is My Shepherd and Knows I'm Gay,"
"Don't Be Afraid Anymore" and "Profiles In Gay And Lesbian Courage." He
has represented MCC and the gay and lesbian rights movement on a number of
national and local television shows, including 60 Minutes, Phil Donahue, Tomor-
row with Tom Snyder, The Mike Douglas Show, The Virginia Graham Show,
and Thicke of the Night. Virtually every major magazine and newspaper in the
world has covered the story of the founding ofUFMCC.

Rev. Perry was one of the first persons to call for a national march on
Washington DC for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trangendered rights. He has par-
ticipated in all three marches that have been held ..

While Rev. Perry realizes the oppression still facing gays, lesbians, bi-
sexual, and transgendered, he stands at the vanguard of the movement, telling his
flock -- and the rest of the world -- "Were Not Afraid Anymore!"

IIREVEREND
troy

perry
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Rev. El~erJen Ann Harve~
Rev. Harvey is originally from Oklahoma and has been a member of

UFMCC for 27 years (1971). She has served Oklahoma City, Houston,
and the founding church of MCC Los Angeles as senior pastor before
becoming the Premier Evangelist ofUFMCC in 1986. She also served as
District Coordinator of the South Central District for 2 years and was
elected to the Board of Elders in 1979 and continues to serve us as an
Elder at Large.

Rev. Harvey has a wonderful sense of humor which she uses in her
sermon delivery. Her favorite picture is the laughing Christ which she
has a copy of in her motor home, The Patsy Cline. She began a healing
ministry at General Conference in Toronto, Canada and continues COn-
ducting One at every Spiritual Renewal and at General Conferences. She
is a very popular speaker and has traveled extensively throughout the
USA, England, Italy, Israel, and Australia. In 1998, she began a new
ministry. She travels throughout the United States, reaching smaller
churches.

She now resides in Richmond, Virginia with her spouse the Rev.
Gillian Storey.

Rev. JimBurns
The Reverend Jim Bums was born in 1958, and raised On the East

Coast. One of his primary early influences was his great-aunt Faye, who
was an ordained Disciples of Christ pastor in Missouri. He went to Oberlin
College and first attended MCC Washington just after graduation. Two
years later he attended Yale Divinity School, the first MCC affiliated
student to do so. He served as pastor ofMCC New Haven for ten years,
and then thoroughly enjoyed fifteen months as interim pastor for MCC of
the Resurrection. He is now the Senior Pastor for MCC of the Rockies in
Denver, Colorado.
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Rev. Eloor Jobn Gill
Ell>erclark Friesen

Elder Clark Friesen was born on March 30, 1947. He was baptized into the
Bethel Mennonite Church in Inman, Kansas. He was sent out as a missionary in
October, 1969 to serve at Mennonite Church of the Sermon on the Mount in
Houston, Texas.

He is a charter member of Metropolitan Community Church of the Resur-
rection. During his tenure with Metropolitan Community Church of the Resur-
rection he served as the Clerk of the Board of Directors, a member of the Pasto- ...
ral Search Committee, a member of the Building Search Committee and the
Hymnal Committee.

Elder Friesen served the South Central District ofUFMCC as District Clerk
from 1978 to 1979. He served as the Assistant District Coordinator from 1979
until 1982. He served as District Coordinator from 1982 until 1995.

Elder Friesen has served the UFMCC as a General Council Member from
1985 until 1995. He has also served as a member of the Task Force on Clergy
Credentials and Concerns Committee, a member ofthe Task Force on Samaritan
College and the Chair of the Corporate and Legal Division.

He is currently a member of the Board of Elders ofUFMCC. He is a mem-
ber of Water of Life MCC in Tucson, Arizona where he serves as the Vice Mod-
erator of the Board of Directors.

Rev. Elder John Gill was born in Pittsburgh, PA. He attended Franklin
and Marshall College in Lancaster, PA, where he majored in English and
graduated with an B.A. degree in 1967. Rev. Elder Gill then entered
Princeton Theological seminary where he graduated with a Master ofDi-
vinity Degree in 1970. His post M. Div. Internship was at Westfield Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, NJ.

Rev. Elder Gill was licensed as clergy in the Universal Fellowship of
MCC in September of 1971 and ordained one year later. He was the
founding pastor of First MCC of Atlanta and served as its pastor from
January 1972 through January 1976. Rev. Elder Gill then pastored MCC
of the Holy Spirit in Fort Lauderdale, FL from January 1976 to October
1985. In October of 1985, Rev. Elder Gill became the pastor ofMCC of
the Resurrection in Houston, TX where he served until April of 1995.
Since June 1995, Rev. Elder Gill has been the pastor of King of Peace
MCC in St. Petersburg, FL.

Rev. Elder Gill has helped form business groups benefiting and pro-
moting the gay/lesbianltransgendered community, and has participated in
various ministerial associations. His work for the Universal Fellowship
includes a three year term on the Board of Elders, Chair of the Govern-
ment, Structures, and Systems Committee, and most recently Chair of the
Fellowship's Judiciary Committee. He and John, his spouse of fourteen
years, enjoy the theater, traveling, and entertaining friends at their home.

Rev. Eleanor c. Neal~
Born and raised in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area, the Rev. Eleanor

Neilly was elected as District Coordinator of the South Central District of the
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches in May of 1996.
. Coming from fundamentalist Baptist and Salvation Army religious tradi-
tions, Rev. Nealy began attending Metropolitan Community Church in 1983.
She pastored MCC Christ the Liberator, New Brunswick, New Jersey from 1984
until 1989, then moved to New York City to complete her graduate education.

She received a Masters of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary and a
Masters in Social Work from Columbia University. Prior to being elected as
Di~trict Coordinator, Rev. Nealy served for four years on staff at MCC New
York and as the director of Project Connect, the alcohol and drug intervention
program of the Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center in New York City.
Rev. Nealy is the author of Amazon Spirit: Daily Meditations for Lesbians in
Recovery.

(4)
(5)



Rev. Dwa~ne Johnson, Pastor Rev. carol~n Moble~,Associate Pastor
Rev. 1. Dwayne Johnson is a native

Texan who has returned home. He lived in
California for ten years and has pastored in
Lynnwood, Washington, Washington, D.C.,
and Richmond, Virginia. He is a graduate
of MidAmerica Nazarene University in
Olathe, Kansas where he majored in Com-
munications, Psychology, and English. He
earned his M.Div. from Nazarene Theologi-
cal Seminary in Kansas City, Miss~ri.

His ministry focus has included chil-
dren and family ministry in Lynnwood,

Washington and Spiritual Formation and Pastoral Care in Washing-
ton, DC. In 1992, Rev. Johnson became the Senior Pastor of the
Metropolitan Community Church of Richmond, Virginia where his
focus included Justice Ministry, Pastoral Care, Worship Development,
AIDS Ministry, and Church Growth. During his tenure, MCC Rich-
mond moved from a small, rented space into the largest facility serv-
ing the lesbianlbisexual/gay/transgendered community North of Florida
and East of the Mississippi.

Rev. Johnson was elected Pastor of MCC of the Resurrection,
Houston, Texas on June 16, 1996 and officially began his service on
September 1, 1996. His primary focus in Houston has been Spiritual
Leadership and leading the New Facility Task Force and Spiritual
Growth Group in the Share the Miracle Project for a new ministry
facility.

Rev. Johnson is fondly called "Uncle D" by his three Idaho nieces:
Savannah Jo (8), Riley Anne (5), and Reagan Breanne (1). He enjoys
visits to Idaho to visit his nieces, to workout with sister-in-law Tamara,
and to go four-wheel driving with his brother, Rev. Paul Johnson. He
loves to attend the Grand 01' Opry with his parents, Dr. J. Dennis and
Rev. Jamieline Johnson of Nashville. His family of choice includes
his congregants and Daniel "Mama" Herlihy of Washington, DC.
Hobbies include travel, the arts, cats, festive cuisine, and collecting
Post-it Notes.

Rev. Carolyn Mobley received her B.A. degree in
Religious Education at Hardin-Simmons University in
Abilene, Texas and her MRE degree from the Interdenomi-
national Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia. Pres-
ently, she is the Associate Pastor at MCC of the Resurrec-
tion.

A past Youth Director at the Shiloh Baptist Church in
Orlando, Florida, Rev. Mobley also served on the staff of
two Baptist Mission Centers and two Baptist Churches
while she was in seminary.

Rev. Mobley has been Interim Chaplain at a Women's ProRelease Cen-
ter in Atlanta, as well as Deacon at First MCC in that city. She was a member of
the Board of Directors for the Atlanta Gay Center and the African-American
Lesbian/Gay Alliance.

At MCCR, Rev. Mobley has primary responsibility as the staff partner
assigned to assist in Community Partnerships and Pastoral Care. This includes
the Fishers Net Prayer Ministry, Empowerment for Living, Loaves and Fishes
(the food and beverage ministry of the church), the Angels softball team, Home
and Hospital Visitation, Similar Differences, and many others. She also chairs
the monthly Partners in Ministry meeting.

Rev. Ralph Lasher, Assitant Pastor
Rev. Ralph Lasher has a Masters Degree in divinity

and was an Episcopal priest. He was asked to resign 39
years ago when he announced he was gay. Rev. Lasher
teaches the "Homosexuality and the Bible" classes of-
fered at MCCR for its Spring and Fall education series.
He has been published in both the Texas Observer and
OutSmart Magazine.

Rev. Lasher is the former Executive Director of the
Montrose Clinic, during which time it saw exciting
growth in new programs and began the building pro-
gram for the new clinic on lower Westheimer. He was

also the Executive Director of the Kolbe Project for three years, and served for
ten years as volunteer Staff Clergy at MCCR. Rev. Lasher is licensed clergy
through UFMCC. This past October, Rev. Lasher was chosen to serve as Assis-
tant PastoriDirector ofH.O.M.E. (Homes Open for Ministry and Encouragement).
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Rev. Trac~e Ruffin
Rev. Tracye Ruffin was ordained for ministry nearly ten years

ago, after she completed seminary with a Masters of Divinity de-
gree. She has preached and taught in Central and South America,
and also in several countries in the Far East. Ministry began with
the local church, being called as Assistant Pastor and later on as
Pastor. Rev. Ruffin is a board certified chaplain who has had expe-
rience as a chaplain in a city jail, the military, and several medical
centers. She is currently serving at a hospice. Her passion is in the
area of pastoral care and she enjoys teaching and facilitating work-
shops. Rev. Ruffin is also the mother of two young adults and grand-
mother of one precious six year old.

Rev. Janet parker
Rev. Janet Parker is a native of Louisiana, was raised in the Pres-

byterian church and is from a family of 5 children. She had a salvation
experience at 17, and became involved in an independent charismatic
church in 1971 where she experienced the Power of the Holy Spirit in her
life. She has a bachelor's degree from Louisiana State University in Physi-
cal Therapy, and practiced physical therapy for 18 years. She attended
International Bible College, St. Mary's Seminary, and Samaritan Insti-
tute for Religious Studies.

God called Janet into ministry in her teens, but not until 1987 did
the proper venue present itself for her to pursue this calling fully. She
began attending an MCC in 1986. Janet was credentialed through UFMCC
in 1992 and ordained in 1995. She is the founding Pastor of Maranatha
Fellowship MCC which is now in its sixth year of ministry. Janet is
happily married to her partner Julie Lindenberg and they have a daughter,
Hanah Jordan Lindenberg, who is almost 9 months old. They currently
reside in Houston, TX.
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Jo~ce IAl1{Jston

* Nominated for Regional CGMA 'S female
Vocal Artist of the Year, Female Songwriter of
the Year, and New Artist of the Year.

*Jnternational Vocal Talent Competition award
winner.

*Toured with Christian duo "Unbounded
Grace".

*Opened as vocal artist for Holly Dunn and
Shelby Lynn.

*Serves as board member for "ATAC" -
America's Throw Away Children - an organi-
zation dedicated to the rights of children.
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"Sing to God, sing praise to God's name, extol the One who rides on
the c1ouds- Whose name is Lord - and rejoice before God." (Ps. 68:41)

My calling to the ministry is to magnify the peaceful tranquility of
God's love. I believe God has led me to found White Dove Ministries for
this purpose. White Dove ministries is focused on producing worship-
pers of God through the teaching of The Word and inspirational music.

It is my prayer that you will be encouraged and uplifted through this
message in song. It is my hope we will all be aware that, "It's not who we
are ...it's whose we are." I trust this experience will be an invitation for
those who do not know Jesus and an inspiration for those who do.

What an added blessing when God opens the door of opportunity to
express The Word through music in recognition of the 25th Anniversary
of Metropolitan Community Church of the Resurrection.

Thank you for a time such as this to share the Miracle.
In the spirit of love,
Joyce Langston



MCCR charter Memberssilver Anniversary; Banquet
Arnold H. Lawson
Richard H. Laughlin
Herman L. "Ding" Hamm
William F. Baer
L.H. "Lee" Hanson
c.c. "Buddy" Brace
Virginia L. Calloway
Ronald R. Stephens
Joe K. Grantham
William R. Truehitt
Floyd Crittenden
Rev. Dee Lamb
Billie D. Stoffel
Jimmy R. Clark
Lynne Stroud
Betty "Tiger" Barker
Oliver L. Robbins, Jr.
Dale Richenmaster
Michael Jones
Donald J. Wallace
Mary Moore

Jackie S. Gamer
B.H. "Buck" McGee, Jr.
Michael T. Cline
Alan Anderson
Don Thomas
Stanley Fritts
Debra L. Owens
Rebecca Stillman Calhoun
Julia A. "Kip" Magoffin
Mary Nani Howieson
Colin Angus Kennedy
William L. Robinson, Jr.
Guenther Braun
Jerry Eaves
Richard L. Guest
Jerry Burdine
Jean McMahon
Dale "Ginger" Holloway
Bill C. Wiggins
James W. Briggs
Michael John Hollier

Donald Hrachovy
Gene R. Ritter
Wendell Senger
Susan A. Miller
Judith W. Applin
Ray Hill
LA. "Jo" Johonnett
Victor Craig Henderson
John Thomas Bellmar
Rick G. Clark
Billy J. Smith
M. Kelly Harlan
Richard T. Pregeant
Jerry J. Sullivan
Juan Josaphat "JJ" Alfaro
Charles Botts
Charles T. "Clarke" Friesen
John P. Wiggins
Steve W. Brown
Gregory M. Shelton

Red Lion Hotel

April 25, 1998

6 p.m. Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction

,
"

7 p.m. Dinner & Awards/Recognition

Welcome Rev. J. Dwayne Johnson

Opening Prayer Elder Clark Friesen

Dinner

Presentation of Awards Rev. Carolyn Mobley
Rev. Ralph Lasher

special Thanks
(Team 25A, Office Staff, and Volunteers)

Special Presentation Rev. John Gill
Mr. John Phlegar

Introduction of
Rev. Elder Troy Perry

Amanda Alvarez
Robert Berry

Adraine Bowie
Steve Brown

Brenda Corbello
Veronica Diaz
Vickey Gibbs
Diane Jasso

Jessica Martinez

Jackie Marshall
Buddy McFarland

Gary Null
Sheryl Parrish
Jacalyn Poore

Janet Roe
Gina Sprang

Connie Wright
Aids Foundation Houston, Inc.

Rev. Jeri Ann Harvey

8:30 p.m. Keynote Speaker - Rev. Elder Troy Perry
(Founder of UFMCC and a Civil Rights Activist) 1

)
9:30 p.m. Entertainment & Dancing - Joyce Langston

(Contemporary Christian Music Vocalist) Remembrance
Rev. Robert Falls
Rev. Dee Lamb

Rev. Howard Wells
And all the Members & Friends who have gone before us.
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Mission Statement
God calls Metropolitan Community Church of the Resurrec-

tion to demonstrate God's unconditional love to all people
through Christian action.

Tbree- Year Initiatives
(March, 1997 - March, 2000)

Spiritual Development
We will provide a foundation oflove and support on a more intimate

spiritual level.

Physical Development
We will acquire a new facility that meets our needs.

Social and Recreational Development
We will expand and diversify activities for ourselves and others.

Financial Development
We will educate and motivate the congregation to finance and sup-

port current and future ministries.

Communication Development
We will keep ourselves and others informed by improving internal

and external communication.

Secon~Year planDo Strategies
(March, 1997 - March, 1998)

Spiritual Development
1) We will have 50% of the number of active members ofMCCR

participating in H.O.M.E. groups by the end of the second year of
ReVision (March, 1999) by encouraging new members to become
participants and inviting other members and friends to become
participants.

2) We will plan a congregational weekend spiritual retreat for the third
year of ReVision (March, 1999 - March, 2000).

(12)

'·'·'1

Physical Development
1) We will research and identify funding options for the new facility.

This will include educating the congregation about the most
feasible types of funding options.

2) We will determine the optimal size and type of facility projected to
meet our needs.

3) We will establish an ongoing funding campaign.

Social and Recreational Development
1) We will identify community organizations and their key contacts

as well as ensure placement on each other's mailing lists.

2) We will identify, train, and empower volunteers to represent MCCR
at community functions.

3) We will develop and maintain bulletin boards (physical and
electronic) to communicate social and recreational opportunities.

4) We will develop two (2) new social/recreational opportunities
between MCCR and the community.

Financial Development
1) We will create a financial development philosophy that will

ultimately enable us to implement a successful financial
development plan.

2) We will present the financial development philosophy to our
members and friends through many different media.

Communication Development (INTERNAL)
1) We will create, monitor, update, and disseminate documented

standard operating procedures on an annual basis.

2) We will establish lines of communication from the church
ministries and ReVision initiative committees to the
administrative offices.

Communication Development (EXTERNAL)
1) We will appoint a committee to develop a marketing plan to more

effectively promote MCCR to the community.

2) We will use the established lines of communication from the church
ministries and ReVision Initiative committees to relay advertising
needs to the administrative offices.

3) We will create an identifying logo for MCCR.
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Sunoa~ Morning Services
Prelude Heaven Sound

* Processional Hymn "The Church's One Foundation" (131)

Verse 1
The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;

She is His new creation by water and the Word;
From heaven Christ came and sought her, to be His holy bride;
With His own blood Christ bought her, and for her life He died.

Verse 2
Elect from every nation, yet one 0' er all the earth,

Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.

Verse 3
Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation of peace forever more;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,

And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.

Verse 4
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,

And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
Oh happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,

Like them, the meek and lowly, On high may dwell with Thee.

* Invocation Rev. Ralph Lasher

Rev. J. Dwayne Johnson

Rev. Carolyn Mobley

Karl Lewis

Welcome

Announcements

New Facility Update

* Our Story: 25 Years of Sharing Miracles Elder Clark Friesen

Elder Friesen: In the winter of 1971-72 the dream began. Though this early
effort to start a Metropolitan Community Church in Houston
did not take root, it was also clear that God was not fmished.

Pastors: God is good ...
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Many: All the time!!!

Elder Friesen: In the summer of 1972, seven people gathered for worship in
a Montrose community center. The seeds had been planted.

Pastors: God is good ...

All the time!!!Many:

Elder Friesen: In December, 1972, meetings were started on a continuing
basis. By the fall of 1973, momentum was picking up. On
the second Sunday of February, 1974, a storefront on Waugh
Drive was dedicated as a church with fourteen people in
attendance.

Pastors: God is good ...

Many: All the time!!!

Elder Friesen: In 1974 our founders chose the name Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church of the Resurrection. Our name tells our story:
God has raised us from loneliness and despair to new life in
Christ.

Pastors: God is good ...

Many: All the time!!!

Elder Friesen: April 20, 1975 was Charter Sunday. 63 people pledged their
support to the continuing progress of Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church of the Resurrection.

Pastors: God is good ...

Many: All the time!!!

Elder Friesen: As growth continued, we needed a larger facility. Our
worship center at 1214 Joe Annie was dedicated to the glory
of God in November 1975. By 1978, MCCR had again
grown beyond capacity. After a location search, this building
at 1919 Decatur was purchased. On Easter, 1979, we
claimed our new home. In this place we've grown. In this
place we've loved. In this place we've made a difference.

God is good ...Pastors:

Many: All the time!!!

Elder Friesen: In October, 1994, Vision 2000+ inspired the members and
friends of MCCR to make plans for new growth. In Septem-
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ber, 1996, Vision 2000+ gave birth to ReVision. Once again,
we are searching for a new facility that will give our present
ministries freedom to flourish, and our as yet unconceived
projects freedom to be born. By God's grace, we will
continue to boldly demonstrate God's unconditional love to
all people through Christian action.

Pastors: God is good ...

All the time!!!Many:

Awards & Recognition Rev. Carolyn Mobley

Rev. Ralph Lasher

Hymn "The Family of God"
I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God-

I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod:

For I'm part of the family, the family of God.
(Repeat 2X)

(138)

Children's Message (11 AM) Rev. Elder John Gill

Hymn "Give Thanks"
Give Thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,

give thanks because God's given Jesus Christ the Son.
Give Thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,

give thanks because God's given Jesus Christ the Son.

And now let the weak say, I am strong', let the poor say, 'I am rich
because of what the Lord has done for us! '

Give Thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because God's given Jesus Christ the Son.

Give thanks, Give Thanks.

First Reading Genesis 6:9 and 7:6-10 9 AM-David Pettitt

11 AM- Chris Dejohn

This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among
the people of his time, and he walked with God. Noah was six hundred years old
when the floodwaters came on the earth. And Noah and his sons and his son's
wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs of clean and un-
clean animals, of birds and of all creatures that moved along the ground, male

(16)

and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God commanded Noah. And
after seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.

* Second Reading Matthew 9:18-26 9 AM- Veronica Diaz
(Spanish)

11 AM- Rev. Elder Jeri Ann Harvey

A ruler came and knelt before Jesus and said, "My daughter has just died.
But come and put your hand on her and she will live." Jesus got up and went
with him, and so did his disciples. Just then a woman who had been subject to
bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak.
She said to herself, "If! only touch his cloak, I will be healed." Jesus turned and
saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the
woman was healed from that moment. When Jesus entered the ruler's house and
saw the flute players and the noisy crowd he said, "Go away. The girl is not dead
but asleep." But they laughed at him. After the crowd had been put outside he
went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this spread through-
out all that region.

* Alleluia

Anthem "You Are Faithful" Sanctuary Choir
Praise Team

Words of Greeting Rev. Elder Troy Perry

Spiritual Encouragment 9 AM- Rev. Elder Jeri Ann Harvey
11 AM- Rev. Elder John Gill

I.

Offering Rev. Ralph Lasher

Offertory Joyce Langston

* Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise Jesus Christ

in whom we grow!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to the Holy Spirit give,

That we in love with God may live
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Invitation and Moment of Remembrance Rev. Jim Burns
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Great Thanksgiving

Leader: God be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift our hearts to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks and praise.
People: It is right to give thanks and praise to our God.

Preface Prayer

Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty

Heaven and earth are filled with your praise, Holy are you Lord
Blessed is the One who comes in Your name
Hosanna in the highest! Holy are You Lord

Words ofInstitution and Prayer of Consecration Rev. Jim Bums

Proclamation of Faith
Christ has died - Christ has risen - Christ is here - Christ shall come again.

Statement of Belief
We believe in God's unconditional love for everyone.

We believe in the saving grace of Jesus Christ and the empowering

'presence of the Holy Spirit.

We believe in including everyone and excluding no one.

We believe in joyfully providing access to Christ-centered spiritual

nourishment and Biblical truths.

We believe that each of us will discover our own spirituality through

active participation in the work of God, in the pursuit of health and

wholeness for everyone.

[Please Note: Grape juice is served at Communion]

Please reverently sing these hymns during communion
137 (all), 162 (all), 203 (all), 219 (all), and 298 (all)

(18)

* "Blest Be the Tie That Binds"
Blest be the tie that binds, Our hearts in Christian love!

The fellowship of kindred minds, is like to that above. Amen.

* Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Tracye Ruffin

Charge for the Next 25 years Rev. Eleanor Nealy

* Recessional Hymn "Blessed Assurance" (319)

Verse 1
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 0 what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Chorus
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.

Verse 2
Perfect submission, perfect delight! Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

Angels descending bring from above, Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

Repeat Chorus

Verse 3
Perfect submission-all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest;

Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

Repeat Chorus

Benediction Rev. 1. Dwayne Johnson

* Please rise as you are able.

6 PM- A Service of Healing
A Musical Prelude to Healing Mini-Concert by

Joyce Langston

A Time of Healing Rev. Jeri Ann Harvey
Rev. Janet Parker
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KLEINBROOK ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Dr. Jacquelyn D. Marshall

"Full Service Veterinary Hospital"

24 hour Emergency On-Call

One Free Physical Exam With This Ad!

12202 Bammel N. Houston
Houston, TX 77066

Call (281) 444-VETS
(281) 444-8387

Please call for an appointment.

Resurrection inspirations
MCCR's Bookstore

(In the Fellowship Hall)

Grand Opening
Sunday, April 26th

(after the 9 AM & 11 AM Services)

Book Sil:ninl: by Rev. Elder Troy Perry
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2409 Montrose At Hyde Park
Houston, Texas 7700b 713-529-2409
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Special Events
Holy Unions/Weddings
Pet Portraiture
Portraits/Candids

'tUU!l/d. ~
409 Byrne

Houston, TX 77009
(713) 861-3538


