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to be held in

Conference
Houston

NATIVE TEXANS TO KEYNOTE STATE CONFERENCE

The second annual Texas Lesbian Conference (TLC) will take place on June 2-4, 1989 at
the Astro Village Hotel. The emphasis of the conference will be on "celebrating
diversity" by bringing together women of all races, economic backgrounds, political
identities, spiritualities and ages to share in our lives as women who love women.

Two native Texas lesbians will keynote the event and over 1000 women are expected to
attend. Gloria Anzaldua, chicana, tejana and co-editor of This Bridge Called My
Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color and Borderlands ILa Frontera. will
keynote the Saturday morning session. Her address will focus on the borderland
experience: caught between two cultures, an alien in both.

Capturing the social diversity of Texas communities, Sunday presentor and lesbian
novelist, Antoinette Azolakov explores the contrasting views of the feminist and the
non-feminist and of the women in traditional versus non-traditional occupations. Her
published works include Cass and the Stone Butch. Skiptrace and the Contactees Die
Young. The objectives of the conference are to create a network of lesbians to facilitate
communication, promote grass root organizations and increase visibility.The conference
is being produced by All Mujeres Interested in Getting Active (AMIGA) and
Womynspace of Houston. AMIGA is a lesbiana latina organization committed to
increasing the visibility of latinas and which works toward civil rights for all.
Womynspace of Houston is a non-hierachical feminist organization founded to create an
alternative space for womyn in a chemical free, women only, supportive environment.

For more information on TLC '89 write: PO Box 980134, Houston, TX or call (713)
520-5667. A TLC volunteer orientation is scheduled for Saturday, May 6, all interested
women should call or write. A press conference is tentatively scheduled for Sunday,
June 4 at 4:00 pm, in the Texas Lesbian Conference Hospitality Suite at the Astro
Village Hotel.

Morales et al. v s .
The State of Texas

Lawsuit Alleges Penal Statute
Violates Texas State Constitution

On Wednesday, April 12, the Texas Human '
Rights Foundation, a statewide non-profit,
public interest education foundation chartered
by the State of Texas, filed a lawsuit in Travis
County District Court, challenging the
constitutionality of Section 21.06 of the Texas
Penal Code. 21.06 criminalizes the private
sexual relations between consenting adults of
the same gender.

The case was filed against the State of Texas as
defendant, by five plaintiffs: Linda Morales of
Houston, Tom Doyal and Patricia Cramer of
Austin, and Charlotte Taft and John Thomas
of Dallas. The five plaintiffs are represented
by Austin attorney, J. Patrick Wiseman, with
the Texas Human Rights Foundation acting as
"of counsel". The lawsuit seeks to have
21.06 declared unconstitutional and barred from
enforcement on the grounds that it violates the
plaintiffs' rights under the Bill of Rights of the
Texas Constitution and under the common law
right of privacy as recognized by the courts in
Texas. The plaintiffs allege that they are all
practicing homosexuals who deeply fear
prosecution under penal code section 21.06.
Linda Morales of Houston is founder of All
Mujeres Interested in Getting Active
(AMIGA).

.Saturday, May 6
iTLC '89 Volunteer Orientation
6-9pm at Inklings
Call (713) 520-5667

June 2-4
TEXAS LESBIAN CONFERENCE
Astro Village Hotel, Houston, Texas
Call (713) 520-5667

"FESTIVAL DE CINE"

As its contribution to 1989 Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week, AMIGA, presents "Festival de
Cine" (Cinema Fest) on Saturday, June 17 at
5:00 pm, at Inklings (1846 Richmond). The
video festival will include: Stand and Deliver,
a true story on Jaime Escalante who inspired
barrio students to learn courage, character as
well as calculus; Milagro Beanfield War. a
chicano poor man commits the unpardonable
crime of illegally irrigating his beanfield with
water reserved for real estate development. Free
admission and soft drinks available. Call
(713) 520-5667 for further information.
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WHAT TURNS US ON?
TLC to present workshop on sexuality

On Sunday, June 4, Texas Lesbian graduate course in Human Sexuality,
Conference participants will have an and graduate courses in Psycho-
oportunity to take an active part in pathology, Treatment of Sexual

exploring Lesbian Sexual Diversity. Problems, and Minority, Gender and
The workshop will focus on our likes Sexual Orientation Issues in Clinical
and dislikes, as well as our sexual Psychology. Dr. Stock also has a part-
problems. time private practice, specializing in the

treatment of sexual and relationship
problems, survivors of sexual abuse,
and women's issues. She currently is
supervising the sixth in a series of
therapy groups for women dealing with
issues of co-dependence. Since moving
to College Station in 1984, she has
founded the Texas A & M NOW
chapter, and a lesbian discussion group
which met for three years.

Vorkshop presenter and feminist
.ical psychologist, Dr. Wendy Stock,

i I discuss the varieties of lesbian
sexual experiences by examining a wide
range of research done on lesbians. Dr.
Stock received her BA degree from U.c.
Berkeley, and her MA and PhD from
State University of New York at Stony
Brook. She is currently an assistant
professor in the Department of
Psychology at Texas A & M
University, where she teaches an under-

Participants are encouraged to bring
questions for discussion.

BREAKING THE SILENCE
A COMMENTARY ...

For eight years, I have rallied and marched for reproductive freedom for women. I've
listened to countless testimonies of unsafe, illegal abortions and how it changed or took
many lives. I cannot remember such times but I do remember the silence.

In 1973, I was 16 years old. I had just started high school and was only interested in
graduating and find a dating strategy ( a little difficult for a young lesbian). Despite my
interest, I was required to take a child development course. No real discussions of birth
control or sexuality were allowed in class. Many of us often spoke among ourselves
and tried to understand our own sexualities. One-third of of the young women in the
class were pregnant which kept many of us wondering how they must feel for we did
not ask. In reality many of us did not have choices or felt it was too late for some.

That same year, the landmark decision of Roe v . Wade made abortions safe and legal in
this country. Yet, abortion remained an alien word to many my age. We had seen the
birth of many children to our mothers, sisters, and young women. It was a way of
life, accepted or not. The fact still remained that a large portion of my community,
mainly hispanic, did not have access to quality healthcare due to limited financial
resources. This tomany have been another factor in making such a decision. At a time
when privileged white women traveled to a safe legal state, women of color had no
options.

Since the legalization, state regulations have been established to limit reproductive
information/services to young women and prohibit the use of federal funds for
abortions ( the Hyde Amendment of 1976). Women of color continue to be the most
effected by these regulations.

On April 26th, the United States Supreme Court will review the constitutionality of a
Missouri anti-abortion law and may ultimately use this statute to overturn Roe v.
Wade. The state case, Webster v. Reproductive Health Services, Inc., bars the use of
of public funds to counsel on abortions and prohibits use of of public hospitals for
abortions that are "not necessary". Further limitations include access to contraceptives
and reproductive services provided by publicly funded facilities.

The outcry throughout the country must be heard before April 26th. The target justice
Sandra 0' Connor should receive letters demanding she recognize a woman's basic right
to have control of her own body. This may be the most important letter any of us may
ever write. Our silence must be broken before its too late.

- Helen W. Ortiz
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HALL OF FAME

In a special celebration to commemorate March
as Women's History month, All Mujeres
Interested in Getting Active (A M I G A)
inducted three Houston latinas in the first
AMIGA "Hall of Fame". The three mujeres
were selected for their outstanding and personal
talents and contributions to the community.

Rossana Daumas, feminist and activist was
chosen for her success in bringing together
lesbiana latinas in Houston, category:
Community Service. An activist of ten years,
Rossana has worked annually to raise funds to
provide abortion services for indigent women
and has continually the sexist and exploitive
images of women at the University of
Houston. Rossana served as AMIGA's first
chair, where she organized reading groups,
letter writing campaigns and socials. Her
determination has taken her to the steps of the
United States Supreme Court and was arrested
for demanding equal rights for lesbian and gay
people. Currently, she is networking with
lesbianas from her native country, Paraguay.
"The struggle there to be "out" is dangerous
but is essential for their survival ", Rossana
states, "that's why we as lesbianas must show
our support and share our skills in their
attempts for equality."

Edna Garcia, guitarist and singer was
recognized for her unselfish energy in music
performing, category: Visual and Performing
Arts. "My music is about the struggles and
joys of life", says Edna. "They convey some
meaning about life and are a blend of romantic,
pop and easy listening tunes." Edna performs
at many community events and at the MD
Anderson Hospital Cinco de Mayo and
Christmas pediatric parties. Her songs reflect
the love of her Hispanic culture. The medical
setting is not new to Edna, she is employed in
the Texas Medical Center. Her hobbies
include: reading, sports, poetry, carpentry and
plumbing. Presently, Garcia is enrolled in the
biomedical engineering program at Houston
Community College.

Carmen Zepeda, psychotherapist and
businesswomen was honored for continuing to
bring together latinas in workshop learning
forums, category: Education. Carmen proudly
identifies as a "born-on-the-island"
Galvestonian. A psychotherapist of 25 years,
Carmen has worked extensively in children's,
senior's and lesbian issues. She celebrates her
third year as a workshop presenter at the annual
Latina Lesbiana Retreat, where she has
addressed the concerns of lesbianas. She is
currently writing a book incorporating
metaphysics, spirituality and fantasy. Carmen
adds, "Gee, I never thought I would be honored
for being a lesbian."
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Gloria E, Anzaldua
TLC Guest Speaker

Gloria E. Anzaldua is a chicana tejana lesbian-
feminist poet and fiction writer. She is co-
editor of This Bridge Called My Back:
Writings by Radical Women of Color, winner
of the Before Columbus Foundation American
Book Award. Her book Bo rderl an dt La
Frontera: The New Mestiza, was picked as one
of the 38 Best Books of 1987 by the Library
Journal.

Gloria has taught Chicano Studies, Feminist
Studies. and Creative Writing at the University
of Texas, San Francisco State University,
Vermont College of Norwich University,
University of California at Santa Cruz and has
conducted writing workshops around the
country. She has been a contributing editor of
Sinister Wisdom since 1984.

Presently, Gloria is compiling and editing
Haciendo CarasiMaking Face. Making Soul:
Constructing Colored Selves, A Reader of
Creative and Critical Perspectives and
Entrequerras, Entremundoslilivil Wars Among
the Worlds, a book of autobiographical and
fictious narratives (also to be published by
Spinsters/Aunt Lute, 1990.

Gracias a
former ed i tor,
Laura Villagran por

su contribucion.

Antoinette Azolakov
TLC Guest Speaker

LATINA LESBIANA RETREAT
1989

Antoinette Azolakov is a native Texan. She
was born in Lufkin and has lived in Houston,
Lake Jackson, Jacksonville, Wharton, San
Antonio, and , for the last fifteen years,
Austin, where she shares a trailer house with
her cats, dog, and birds. A graduate of the
University of Texas, she has taught high
school English and worked as a welder, gas
station attendant, library clerk, explosives
plant worker, defensive driving instructor, and
landscape gardener. Her published work
includes three novels: Cass and The Stone
Butch, Skiptrace, and The Contactees Die
Young" all from Banned Books, Austin,
Texas, as well as number short stories, poems,
and articles in such publications as The Ladder,
Lesbian Connection, Desperate Living, and
Common Lives, Lesbian Lives. She is forty-
five years old and a life-long lesbian.

LA MUJER FUERTE Y SU DESARROLLO
was the theme of the third annual
retreat/encampment at Alma de Mujer in
Austin, Texas. The event opened with a
cultural ceremony by Elena Avila, RN, MSN
from Nuevo Mexico. Ms. Avila's practical
approach to Curanderism (Mexican folk
healing) utilized ritual, poetry, music and
dance. Her presentation focused on an
individuals power to heal one's "self' .Other
workshop topics included Menudo 101 in the
kitchen, the art, lesbians in relationships,
lesbian health issues and sexual abuse.

The purpose of the retreat is to provide a
unique opportunity for lesbianas latinas to
express themselves openly. This years retreat
was sponsored by ELLAS, a statewide lesbiana
latina organization.

AMIGA wishes to congradulate nuestr as
herma nas . ELLAS for a successful and
memorable retreat.

CHICANA LITERATURE

FRONTIERS: A Journal of Women
Studies published by the Women's Studies
Program at the University of Colorado is
calling for submissions to their second special
issue entitled "Chicanas in an International
Coruex t/Ch ic anas en un Contexto
Internacional." Submissions can be articles,
reviews, personal essays, short fiction, poetry
or photography addressing or reflecting the
growth of Chicana studies over the past 15
years.

FRONTIERS, Women Studies Program,
CB 246, University of Colorado, Boulder, Co
80309-0246. Deadline is May 5, 1989.--------------------------

AMIGA de HOUSTON
Membership & Newsletter Subscription

Mala: c:bcc.k 01" """"'Y OI"cIcr~y.bio to: AMI0A de HOUSTON
Mail to: P.O. Box 930134

HoUlton. TX 77098

_MEMBERSHIP OJ'lji..Yfor one year: $10.00.
_NEWSLETrER SUBSCRIPTION ONLY for one year: S15.00.
_BOTH MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION for one year for only $20.00.R I would like to make a contribution to AMIGA in the amount of S\U' _I would like to advertise in your up-cormng Issue of the AMIGA de HOUSTON Newsletter

~Nrone. _

Ad~ss _
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KEYSTROKE HOTLINE: 785-9258
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WOMEf\] of HOUSTON
Join in the Celebration

of Springtime at the Hottest
All New Club for Women and Frierds

QPRIL21)T-9pm
• LOCATIO\:

2401 San Jacinto
Open 9pm - 2am
Members $5/ Guests $6

GO-G(}
OANCERS! "HOT"

VIJ)EOS 1>.1
J.D. AKNOLl)

TEXAS LESBIAN CONFERENCE
Ad space is now being reserved
for the Texas Lesbian Conference

Program Guide

520-5667
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TV's Portrayal
of Women Improved

The increased diversity of the roles of
working women portrayed on television
since 1979 is the most significant
improvement to television over the past
10 years, according to a report released
at the 10th annual Women at Work
Broadcast Awards luncheon held in
Washington by the National
Commission on Working Women.

The study, "Ten Years in Prime Time:
An Analysis of the Image of Women on
Entertainment Television, 1979-1988:
examines television's portrayal of
women and compares it to the profile of
real-life women during lhe decade.

Other positive changes reflec ted by
television during the past decade,
according to the study, include the
recognition of working mothers, strong
black female characters, female
friendships and the portrayal of the
working class heroine. The report also
commended the industry for tackling
issues such as sexual harrassment, the
inequity of women's wages and child
care.--BROADCASTING - Dec.88

A TU SALUD _

RAW VEGETABLES HELP
CLEANSE TEETH

CHANGE TOOTH BRUSHES EVERY
3 TO 4 MONTHS.

Health Source: The University a/Texas
Health Science Center at Houston

Lay 0 u t Rossana Daumas
Logo Designer Yolda Gutierrez
Contributing Writers

Linda Morales
Helen W_ Ortiz

AMIGA de HOUSTON was
founded in 1987 to promote
La ti na s as leaders In the
community. This organization is
open to all women.

This newsletter is published by
AMIGA, P.O. Box 980134, Houston
Texas, 77098. (713) 520-5667
Comments and suggestions are
welcomed.


