Phyllis Frye comments on Richard Anthony Mayes, 9/18/14

She went by Toni.  I do not know if it was her legal name or not.
 
I know nothing else other than her arrests were covered in the news and were so patently unfair, that she probably kept me from also being arrested.
 
See you Saturday.

Her arrests occurred during the days of Police chief Herman Short.  Ray Hill will be a good source for some of this.  At that time, there was an ordinance against cross dressing.  She was arrested on that ordinance.
 
I did not move to Houston until Nov 1974.  I only went out a few times during the next 18 months and then ONLY to university (UH Downtown, UH Main and Rice to lecture on being TG to psych and socio classes.  My first lectures were in summer of 1975.  By then I had researched and new of the ordinance.  I had not heard of Toni yet.  Ray had been out of prison only a few months and we had not met.  The Mayor was Fred Hofheinz.  He may have gotten rid of Chief Short by then but the HPD Vice-Squad was notorious about hitting the Montrose bas scene.  Again Ray will know.
 
Ray and I met in November 1975 during one of my lectures at UH Downtown.  He steered me to MCR, then on Joe Annie Street.  Trish and I began to go regularly as it was a safe place for me to go each week while I was not yet OUT at work or in my neighborhood.  
 
I am guessing that in the spring of summer of 1976 was when Toni got arrested again.  This time it made the evening TV news because the Vice Squad overstepped their bounds.  By that I mean that Toni was arrested and when she went to court, she was released on a legal technicality.  As she emerged from the City Courthouse (the same building where I am now Judge), the police arrested her again, this time while she was on the sidewalk as she was leaving.
 
This overstep that made the news caused some leaders in the city to see with new eyes how wrongly she was being treated.  It also began my quest to get rid of the ordinance, least I too eventually be arrested.  So I wrote the Mayor and every member of City Council in the summer or fall of 1976.  I went full time and OUT in September 1976.  I got a reply from City council at Large Johnny Goyen who invited me to visit him at his Council office and thus began that story.
 
Sometime around then I met Anne (she was going by Anne now instead of Toni).   I think she had left town for a while so things would cool off and so she could earn a living.  I learned that she was surviving off of her winnings playing pool.  I never saw or heard from her again.  I do not know where she went.
 
But it was the was the police overstepped and caused her plight to be in the evening news and the newspaper that cause Johnny Goyen to give my letter consideration and to reply with that invitation to his office in late 1976.

