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Dear Brothers and Sisters

and Friends of Integrity:

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 14, 1979, at 7:3·) P.H. in Bede

Chapel of Autry House, 6265 H3in St., Houston. 77030. There wi.IL be a

discussion of the Church's "Joint Conunission on the Church in Human Affairs

and Health" Recommendation and its basis for the Integrity National Convention

in Denver.

To date we have received three (3) "pledge cards". Have you sent in yours?

We do need the money for cur ministry (and duties) to our other gay brothers

and sisters. Please return these as soon as possible. Thank you.

There wi.Ll, not be much in the TrJaY of News letters for this month and for next

month since some of us are in the process of getting ready for the convention.

1: f ter the convention, I will try to give you as much information of wha t wcn t

on there as I possibly can. Since there is so little time to get the next

Ncws Le t ter out before returning from the convention. This letter is to inform

you that the September meeting 'vill be scheduled for Tuesday, September 11th.

The time and place will be the same as for this coming meeting, unless you

are not i f i.ed otherwi.se .

See you Tuesday. Try to bring a friend or anyone interested in our organization.

P. O. BOX 66008, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006
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THE GULF COAST REGION OF·

J[WJfJEGJruIJfYlnC.
P.O. Box 66008, Houston, TX 77006

Septesnber 26, 1979

Dear Members and Friends of INTEGRITY:

1 am sorry this letter is so long, but you will be able to read it far faster
than I am able to write and publish it!

I recently returned from Denver where I attended our fifth annual INTEGRITY
Convention and the first few days of the General Convention of the Episcopal
Church. The INTEGRITY Convention was the high-point of the year for me, as have
been each of the preceeding conventions (I am among the "veterans" who have at-
tended all five). I am sorry that only three of us from this region were willing
and/or able to make the relatively short trip to Denver, but I hope our enthusiasm
will inspire more of you to attend next year in Boston, August 21-24 (mark your
calendar now!). Attendance was down this year (85 as compared to 120 last year),
but this probably reflects the less convenient time and the distance from the
East Coast where our membership is concentrated, rather than lack of interest.
Our International Officers deserve great commendation for organizing this smooth-
running convention, especially since only one of them was resident in Denver be-
fore the meeting. In his opening address, President John Lawrence mentioned the
importance of our convention as a preparation for our witness at General Con- .
vention and as a time for planning our continuing ministry; but the words which
struck a cord in me were, " •••it will provide the shared love, community, and
oneness of purpose that will renew us and help to see us through the days ahead ••••
it will be the energy source that fuels our strength and resolve ••••11 And so it
was.

Th~ accomplishments of INTEGRITY, Inc. over the last year have been phenomenal,
and John attributed them to the grace of the Holy Spirit. Our membership has
nearly doubled to over 1100. Our "ambitious" $23,000 budget was exceeded by over
$7000 (every bit of which was needed). Our International Officers and other members
have taken our cause to the press and to the leadership of the Episcopal Church.
Our membership has increased among women - our new Vice-President is a woman as
are two of the eight regional representatives. This gives women a proportionately
greater number in the Executive Committee than in the general membership and gives
balance to the male-weighted leadership of gay organizations.

The addresses we heard this year were especially memorable. The Rev. Carter
Heyward spoke from the lesbian/feminist perspective which seems to provide the
clearest apperception of the institutionalized sexism of our society. She shared
her own self-doubt and sense of being "crazy" for questioning "traditional" views,
but she identified these as stemming from the internalized roles that have been
forced upon us. She said that our enemies were right to fear us, because our cause
implies, not just an accomodation to allow us to relate sexually, but an "overhaul
of public structures" which perpetuate oppression. vlilliam Stringfellow of the
Episcopal Peace Fellowship identified the Church's emphasis on marriage and family
as a result of its alliance with the secular state since the time of Constantine
(early fourth century, A.D.). He observed that the debate over sexuality distracts
(perhaps by design) the Church from the political, social, and economic issues to
which she should address herself. Dr. Louie Crew, our beloved founder, gave an elo-
quent address on the theme "God Loves Us" in which he warned against obsequious
compromises with the Church leadership, and he called us to affirm our wholeness
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INTEGRITY 2.

in Christ which does not depend upon their acceptance of us. The saintly Bishop
of Ca Lff orn ie , Kilmer Hyers, who is retiring this year, sounded a similar note
when he accepted the annual INTEGRITY Ava rd , calling the "traditional" theology
which combines abstract philosophy with fundamentalistic legalism "a devilish
brew!" He concluded, "The trouble with the House of Bishops is God."

For me, the high-point of the convention was the Festival Eucharist at St.
Thomas' Church where we gathered about the Altar with our clergy and SIX Bishops.
I commend these heroic shepherds to your prayers: Wesley Frensdorff of Nevada,
Otis Charles of Utah, Edmond Browning of Hawaii, Kilmer Nyers of California,
William Dimmick of Northern Michigan, and Robert Spears of Rochester. Bishops
Paul Moore of New York and Robert Anderson of Minnesota sent their regrets at
not being able to attend. The exchange of the Peace was the most glorious chaos
I've eve~ seen - not a dry eye in the place! We fed upon the Sacrament, being
reassured of the Real Presence of Christ in each of us and in our fellowship.

I cannot recap the entire three-hour business meeting, but here are a few
things that should interest you. John Lawrence and George Casper were reelected
President and Treasurer by acclamation. Vice-President Kevin Scahill and Secre-
tary Donn Mitchell declined nomination and Lee Baldwin of Utah and Richard Younge
of San Jose were elected to replace them. In regional caucuses, Representatives
were elected for all eight regions except the Great Lakes. I received the unani-
mous vote (2) of the Gulf Coast delegation, and, so, am now your duly elected
representative! A motion was passed wh i.chdesignated chapter officers as "staff-
members" of the international organization. This will permit them to be informed
(within the confidentiality clause of the Constitution) of INTEGRITY members in
their geographic areas. Further documentation of our tax-exempt status was pro-
vided. A resolution was passed to support the October 14 Harch on Washington.
This recognized that the previous anti-religious bias of the March leadership had
been corrected. In accordance with the request of Richard Kirker, a Deacon of the
Church of England and the Director of the Gay Christian Movement there, a commi-
ttee was appointed to coordinate international communications and relations.
Richard, by the way, won all our hearts with his youthful enthusiasm, cheerful-
ness, and warmth.

Our Convention closed with a joyful brunch, and we bade farewell to those who
had to return to jobs and obligations. For the rest of us it was a new beginning -
our "baptism by fire" in the ecclesiastical politics of the General Convention.
We had a commodious hospitality suite at the Denver Hilton and a booth in Currigan
Hall where the convention was being 'held. Both became centers of information,
caucusing, and fellowship. Many Deputies and visitors who had never knowingly
spoken to a gay person were "exposed" to us - and the impression seemed to be
generally favorable. The Inost moving experience of my five days at General Con-
vention came Wednesday night, September 12, when the Committees on Ministry of
both the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies held an open hearing on the
resolutions concerning the ordination of homosexual persons. Thirty testified on
"our side," four were opposed, and two were unintelligible. Bishop Hoore of New
York spoke for us and Bishop Charles called for the Convention to recognize and
commend the mi.nistry of INTEGRITY. One after another, gay men and women: testi-
fied to their God-given wholeness, to the presence of Christ in their lives and
relationships, and to the grace-filled ministry of gay clergy and laity. Several
courageous persons "came out" for the first time at great personal risk. \ve were
elated, but we knew that the issue would be settled, not at the hearing, but on
the floor of the Houses where very different priorities held.
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Today (Sept. 25) I saw the actual text of the resolution passed by General
Convention concerning the "impropriety" of the ordination of persons
who have sex without a license. Before discussing this, I think it nece-
ssary to point out for those who are not acquainted Hith Church conventions and
decision-making, that all the output of such bodies is the result of political
compromise and bargaining. It is up to future generations to decide if their ac-
tions were "inspired" by the Holy Spirit or merely expedient time-serving. Per-
haps one indication of the "inspiration" of this resolution is the newspaper quo-
tation of one impatient Deputy who said, "There are 2.8 million Episcopalians
out there awaiting action" - a remark that seems to indicate unanimity, but he
doesn't seem to recognize that probably 300,000 of those Episcopalians are
practicing gay people and perhaps t\vOor even three times that many are sexually
active non-gay singles. Recognizing the political nature of the process, I
suggest that we look at the results in the light of the maxim of a political
scientist, Aaron IHldavsky: "Avoiding the worst where you can't get the best is
no small accomplishment." It is true that we did not get the "best" we might
have hoped for, but, miraculously, we "avoided the worst." First, INTEGRITY ac-
complished its main legislative goal at General Convention - no anti-gay canonical
restrictions were passed. Second, the most offensive portion or the Spear's
Report - IIClergy are.~.not to promote or foster a homosexual adaptation as a
generally-acceptable alternative for Christians" - was not included in the final
legislation. And , third, the restriction of the final r~lution was not limited
to practicing gay people but included all sexually active single persons (it'S
better to be in a large minority than a small minority!). Considering the preva-
lent'ignorance and militant homophobia in the Church {and quite evident at Con-
vention) , this is indeed 'Ino small accomplislunent."

The "bad news" is contained in Reconunendation #3 of the final Resolution wh Ich
states:

•••we believe it is not appropriate for the Church to
ordain a practicing homosexual; or any person "ho is
engaged in heterosexual relations outside of marriage.

Although this directly affects only a few dozen gay women and men who are seeking
ordination, it insults and offends all gay and single Episcopalians who express
their sexuality in Hays that are responsible and supportive of individual and
social stability. To state that the ordination of such persons is "inappropriate"
implies that their life-styles are "inappropriate" models for Christians gener-
ally and demotes them to a second-class status in the Church, making a mockery
of the dignity given us in Baptism and violating the vou of Baptism~

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will wi th God's help. (New BCP, p , 305)

Of course, gay postulants for Holy Orders can avoid this restriction by professing
(h6nestly or not) to be celibate, but this still denies one's equal status - one
is, unlike all heterosexual and bisexual ordinands, required to admit to E£ option
for sexual expression of friendship and love. He/she is required to morally
castrate/spay him/her self to become a docile eunuch in Pharoah's court. The
viciousness and perversity of this portion of the resolution is as undeniable as
it is unconscionable. It is an embarrasement that we must stand before our twenty
million gay American brothers and sisters as members of a Church whose most author-
itative voice has spoken in harmony \vith the fundamentalist hate-mongers of the
Ku Klux Klan and the Nazi Party. Those who \-loulduse honesty in the service of
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oppression clearly have' no right to the truth from those whom they would op-
press. Gay postulants and seminarians thus have a right to deceive those who
would use bigotry and ignorance to inhibit their vocations. Many will probably
decide not to exercise this right but will choose to postpone their plans until
this ecclesiastic duplicity is no longer required. I am reminded of a seventeen-
year-old youth from New Hampshire who spoke at the open hearing on homosexuality
saying that he did not think gay clergy provided bad IIrole-modelsll for youth,
but that a Church which excluded gay people would be providing a bad role-model.
Is anyone listening?

But this Church which labels us "inappropriatell - this ignorant, homophobic,
arrogant, apostate Church - is also the Church we have long loved and served,
and it is still a part of the Body of Christ on earth. It is a Church filled with
people who are afraid, prejudiced, sexually maladjusted, desperate for security
and certainty - people who need our compassion, understanding, and forgiveness
in the same measure as they reject us. God calls us to love the unloving and
the unlovable and to love them, not from the c.1oset, but from the Cross. It
has always been so - it is the way He loves us.

On the positive side, we need to remember (and to inform others) that this
resolution is neither doctrine nor law - many Bishops have already affirmed that
they consider it advisary, not proscriptive, and that they will not abrogate
their traditional responsibility for the moral quality of ordinands. You may be
interes ted in how your Bishop voted on this. All the Bishops from this region
(TX,'LA, HS, AR, OK) voted for the restrictive resolution exce.£! Trelease of the
Rio Grande and Putnam of Oklahoma. Some Bishops voted for it unenthusiastically
simply because they thought it Has lithe best we can do" at this time. Since
about one-fourth of the Bishops and one-third of the Deputies voted against it,
we may assume \.•e are "app roprtate!' in the Episcopa 1 Church if we are in the
right part of it!

We have not been defeated - our five years of ministry to the Church and our
witness at General Convention delivered us with God's help - but we have been
challenged to liberate our brothers and sisters in Christ so that they can see
in us that which we already have in Christ - our ,.•holeness, beauty, dignity,
and integrity. God has raised us up in the Church to do the ministry that most
of his "of f i.cia I' servants neglect, refuse, or oppose. He need to build our
community of love, support, and service under the banner of INTEGRITY either
\vithin or without official structures. Immediately, \.•e need to "put the wo rd
out" that the news from Denver is not all bad, that the negative parts of the
resolution are IIpolitical appeasement" not unchangeable 18\"s.Next, we need to
activate the"dormant gay giant within the Episcopal Church, to proclai.m to gay
Episcopalians that they have only two options if they are to remain in the Epis~
copal Church in good conscience: 1) to side Hith INTEGRITY or 2) to accept
"eunuchll status. Supporting INTEGRITY does not require "going pub Lic!' - there
is ,.•ark both out front and behind the scenes. Then VIeneed to put the screws on
"Big Father," the clergy who have used us financially, physically, and politically,
while officially denying our humanity. They need to be put on notice that we will
put our time and money into parishes and organizations that are pro-gay and we
hope that that includes them. Finally, we of this region must look to the 1982
General Convention which is to meet in New Orleans. We will be especially respon-
sible for helping the international organization to make a more effective v7itness
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than ever before. Surely each one of us knows one person we can bring into IN-
TEGRITY. Surely each one of them knows one person they can bring into INTEGRITY.
Let us obey the words of Scripture others would deny us - "Be fruitful and mul-
tiply!"

I am filled with joy and hope for the future. I remember the refrain of a
song taught us by Larry Hheelock at our 1976 Convention:

Smile, my child. Our God has made us gay.
Laugh, my friend. God loves us each this way.
We're given each, a special gift not all can understand,
And then, sent forth to share the love God gives across the land.

Next year in Boston!
PEACE and LOVE,_:z=)
David Blalock, Gulf Coast
Regional Representative



•
L'i'8D

houstoneplscopa integ rity
Dear Brothers and Sisters

and Friends:

Our next meeting wi.L'l be on Tuesday, March 11th at 7:30 P.M. in Autry
House, 6265 Main Street, Houston, 77030. There will be a short meeting after
Holy Eucharist.

Episcopal Integrity Houston meets every SECm-H)Tuesday of the month at
Autry house at 7:30 P.M. unless otherwise notified. Our membership dues are
$22.00. That is, A $10.00 check made out to Episcopal Integrity House and one
for $12.00 made out to Integrity Int'l. This helps keep records straight.
Thanks. Those who would not at this time like to become members, can, if they
wish make a donation. All donations are tax free and fully appreciated.

Endlosed you will find a letter and questionair from David our Gulf
Coast Representative. please read it , and return it to him as soon as pasible.
Huch thanks.

Our very good friend Annella Harrison of Friends and Families of Gays
will become a VISTA volunteer with the 1~omen, Infants, and Children's Program
of the Houston Lnterf'adthr- Hunger Coalition, a program of the Houston Metro-
politan Ministries. We wish her the best of luck, FAFOG meets every second
Sunday of the month at MCCR, 1919 Decatur. The exception will be this month.
They wHl meet the 16th instead. Their guest speaker will be Dr. Charles
Silverstein who has a new book about gay couples. Try to get there to meet
him.

OUR SPECIAL PRAYERS go out to our friends and loved ones on the West
Coast "-7homay have suffered some kind of damage or injury from the terrible
mud slides and then the quake; Our heart and prayers go out to you.

Starting next month, I hope to incorporate a calendar of events into
our newsletters for each month and a half, so that those of us who tend to
forget will not miss any functions that we wish-to attend. If you know of any-
thing going on, please let me know so that I can incorporate it on our calendar.
This goes for functions of other organizations as well. I must have the info
by the last week of the month, so I can get organized in order to get the calen-
dar out by the first week of the month. Thanks ever so much for your help.

Two people have contacted me concerning persons needed for a job (or
jobs). One place is for telephone sales in the Montrose area. The other is
for a student or part time job for a responsible person tp be a housekeeper for
a person who must work nights in a local restaurant. If you know of anyone, or
are interested yourself get in touch with me and give me some information about
yourself and I will have the people get in touch with you. The housekeeper job
is in the Candlelight area of town.

Integrity/Houston (not associated with us) had their t~nth anniversary
last month. We congratulate them.

Dignity/Houston, our Catholic brothers and sisters, meet each Thursday
at 8:00 P.M. at the Catholic Student Center. They are holding their Regional
Conference on March 14, 15, & 16. Call Russell at 528-7644 for more information
and attend if you can to help them make it a success.

P. O. BOX 66008, HGUSTON, TEXAS 77006
TELEPHONE: (713) 960-0733



Our National Convention this year will be in Boston. The convention
center will be at Emmanuel Church on Newbury St. in the Back Bay section of Bos-
ton. The dates will be August 21 thru 24th, John E. Boswe11of the history dept.
of Yale and writer of Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality, will be
the keynote speaker, The Rev. Canon C. Jones of Hartford yTi11 be Coordinator of
the workshops. Also scheduled is a three hour cruise through the islands of
Boston Harbor on the M/V Fiesta Clipper. A banquet will be held at the Park plaza
Hotel, just three blocks from Emmanuel Church. This year is also Boston's 350th
anniversary, so there ~.;rillbe a number of events around town which wou l.dbe of
great interes t. Let's plan to attend and have a good showi.ng this year.

The Lambda Club meets regularly at the First Unitarian Church, 5210 Fannin,
every Fri.daynight at 7:30 P. M. on the second floor. The fourth Friday's are
Pot Luck night. More information can be obtained by calling their numbers (524-
7254 and 461-7027).

The Montrose Patrol Corp. needs volunteers and donations. Call Stephen
W. Coates at 520-9616 for more information. Their address is 3207 Montrose Blvd.
(rear), Houston, Texas 77006.

The newly elected officers of Integrity/Toronto are: Alex Wilson-Hyde
(Convenor), John Gartshore (Vice Convenor), James Beclavith(Secretary-Treasurer) ,
Thomas Al.l.oway(Editor of News Le t ter) , and Peter Iveson(Social Convenor & Direc-
tor of Publicity). Con~ragtulations.

Integrity/Bloomington meets at 7:30 P.M. each Monday at 701 Hawthorne
Lane, Bloomington, Indiana. Then at 9:00 P.M. til Midnight is an informal open
house. For more information when in Bloomington, call (812) 334-2921.

Remember the March on Austin for March 15 and 16.

Integrity/Hashington (V.C.) has Eucharist & Pot Luck Supper on the 14th
of March. On the 28 is Eucharist and Program at St Thomas' Parish, 1772 Church
St., N.!";. For more information when in D.C., call: Elizabeth: 270-3282;
Hayne or John: 583-2158; or Anne: 583-0438.

Proudly, we enclose, also, pictures from the weekend of January 18th,
when we were honored to be the hosts of the International Comru i t tee of Integrity,
Those of you who missed the social lost a chance to meet our officers. Though,
admittedly they were very ti.red from all the meetings, the IIkept their spirits
up" to enjoy themselves. We 'were very proud to have had them here. And, again
I thank very much those of you who helped make their stay as comfortable as pos-
sible so that they could get some much needed work done. THANK YOU.

please start making your plans for August and Boston.

See you Tuesday!

.JASON



THE GULF COAST'REGiON OF

JINJrJEGJRJIJrY,nC.
P.O. Box 66008, Houston, TX 77006

February 17, 1980

My dear friends:

It has been a month since the winter meeting of the Executive Committee of
INTEGRITY, Inc. here in Houston. From all the reports I've received, a good time
was had by all, thanks to the hospitality and helpfulness shown by Jason Cabot,
the Houston convenor, and other local members and friends. I think it is advisable
that we have our winter meetings in the "Sun Belt" states. This facilitates trans-
portation and is a great way for a small or medium sized chapter which cannot host
a national convention to have some personal contact with the international offi-
cers, while also providing a service to the organization. I commend this to all
chapters and would-be chapters in our region.

Our faithful and diligent executive officers have been working hard and effec-
tively since our convention and the General Convention last September (and those
were enough to exhaust anyone!). Several national papers reported on and pictured
the NGTF meeting ay the Hhite House in which our President, John Lawrence, par-
ticipated. Copies of our pre-convention FORUM, containing many excellent articles,
have been sent to every parish in 28 dioceses and 25 m~re dioceses will receive
this mailing to acquaint them with INTEGRITY and our ministry. The response to
these mailings have ranged from supportive to hostile (some ludicrously so).

An excellent report on our activities at General Convention with recommenda-
tions for our preparations for the 1982 General Convention in New Orleans was
given by Mason Martens. He pointed out the need for more grass roots lobbying in
parishes, dioceses, and at diocesan conventions. Many Deputies at GC do not re-
alize that they have gay constituents and remain ignorant of our numbers and the
issues. Let's take 11ason up on this and resolve to have a visible INTEGRITY pre-
sence at every diocesan convention in this region no later than 1981. Chapters
can apply for booth space at conventions and any individual member can get an iden-
tifying button or badge and literature from the FORUtl publisher and distribute
broshures in hall ways of conventions. At the Colorado Convention last year where
INTEGRITY was refused booth-space members of the Denver chapter wore buttons saying
"Ask me about INTEGRITY." Hason observed that we also need to build coalitions with
other church organizations - those representing minorities, women, and urban con-
cerns being the most obvious. If you can get involved with any such groups, you can
be a great help. 'i·Iewere encouraged to hear that Bishop Otis Charles of Utah is
planning to work on a national level to organize a pro-gay, pro-INTEGRITY coalition.

The tremendous load of administration and co rrespondence carried by John Law-
rence, David \~illiams, and Geaorge Casper inspired the suggestion that a profession-
al administrator be hired to take care of most of this, giving the elected officers
more time for visitation of chapters and acting as our representatives to the
Church and gay organizations. A job-description for this position is going to be
prepared. However, money is not now available to fund it, so, for the time being
the officers will have to make do with some additional secretarial and clerical assi~
tanee.

We were reminded, and I will remind you, that we will be electing international
officers at our convention in Boston next August. At least two of our present offi-
cers, the President and the Treasurer, will probably not be available for renomina-
tion. If you wish to nominate someone for an international office, send their name
and biographical information to Fr. Grant Gallop, 48 Hoyne Ave., Chicago, IL 60612
by Barch 1.
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John and others informed us of a fundamentalists' march on Washington planned
for April 29, 1980 by such arch-conservative groups as "Christian Cause" and
"Moral Najority." Their purpose is to lobby for anti-gay legislation and for the
removal of restrictions on anti-gay discrimination. These people may appear ridic-
ulous to us, but they constitute a serious threat to our constitutional liberties.
They are extremely we lI organized and well financed by reactionary multi-million-
aires. INTEGRITY is joining with other groups to sponsor human rights demonstra-
tions and pro-gay religious services which will coinside with this march and to
visit congresspersons and senators to reduce its effectiveness. I hope to par-
ticipate in this by stopping off in "ashingt~n on the way to out next Executive
Conunittee meeting. Ho st of us cannot go in person, but please make a note to wr i.t e
your representatives and senators the last week in April, telling them that the
fundamentalists do not represent all their constituents nor all Christians.

Much of our discussion concerned the post-GC drop in membe~ship over the last
few months and the corresponding decline in revenues. We will probably meet our
financial obligations for this year, but the outlook [or 1981 is not good. Why, with
such a huge potential membership, do we continue to have problerrsgetting people to
join, to renew their memberships, and to donate? It seems to me that we could
double or triple our membership and revenues within weeks just by a little personal
"evangelism" - talking to our friends about INTEGRITY and inviting them to meetings.
I commend this not-very-radical suggestion to you. I do not, howe ve r , think that
we -s hou l.d expect to recruit as members more than 7 to 1010 of our clientele. The
fact is that Episcopalians do not tend to be "joiners," and f ew parishes get a
larger percentage than that out for a parish meeting. Xost of them do not care
to hold office, votc for officers, discuss business and programs, or go to con-
ventions - but they will attend occasional INTEGRITY Eucharists, social gatherings:
and programs and, I think, they wi ll, come through with sizable donations if we
show them that INTEGRITY deserves their support as the pro-gay ministry of, t01

and for the Episcopal Church. I think we are mistaken to pursue the image of all
IIgay Episcopalians and their friends," and that He should rather more accurately
describe ourselves as lithe pro-gay Episcopal Caucus ;!' I think we who are active
members need to concentrate on organizing chapteis and providing good programs on
the chapter level. We can attract new members this way but, just as importantly) tre
can serve to raise the consciousnesses and loosen the purse-strings of our non-
member friends. What do you think? As I write this, I have received a letter from
John Lawrence~ saying that he plans to send a fund-raising letter aimed at non-
members around March 1. If you know of we lLs to- do pro-gay or human rights oriented
individuals who might respond to this, send their names and addresses to John
Lawrence , 10 }1ercier Ave.~ Dor che s te ,, 1{,6" 02124. If each one of us in this region
sent in only a few nameSJ we would probably raise thousands or tens of thousands of
do Llars ,

I am sending wi th this letter a questionaire wh ich I hope you will return as
fully ansHercd as you can. If you don't have much time, at least answer the short
or easy questions or the ones you think most important. Your stamp and envelope
will be an appreciated I!donation': (need I mention the time, stat ps, and envelopes
that go into one of these mailings?). The purpose of this questionaire is to help
me fonn a profile of our region and to help me better represent you in ou~ Execu-
tive Conunittee. I also request convenors of chapters and of chapters-in-formation
to send me a report on your activities by April 15, so I can make a regional re-
port to the Executive Committee.

Thank you for reading this and for helping with the questionaire.
PEACE,

David Blalock, Representative,
Gulf Coast Region



Gulf Coast Region

INTEGRITY QUESTIONAIRE

You need not sign this or identify yourself and, if you do, your name will noL
be used in any publication w i thou t; your explicit permission. Please ans\ver as fully
as your time allows. Thank you. Return answers to David Blalock, INTEGRITY/Gulf
Coast, P.O. Box 66008, Houston, TX 77006.

I. About Youse If: (p lease indicate if ma Le or female)
1. Are you a member of an INTEGRITY chapter? If so, how often does it meet?
2. Are you an Episcopalian? About how often do you attend Church?
3. Do you pledge to your parish? Does the official position of the Episcopal

Church opposing the ordination of sexually active gay people effect the
amount you give? Does the attitude of your fellow parishoners? For better
or worse?

4. Have you attended an INTEGRITY national convention? About how many people do
you know who are members of INTEGrnTY? How many potent-ia1 members?

5. Do you belong to other gay-oriented organizations? What are they? Rank them
in order of their importance to you (include INTEGRITY)?

6. If you answer this, please indicate if you are gay or non-gay. How do you
view yourself in terms of self-acceptance, social adjustment, gay con- ,

sciousness, political involvement, political ideology, religious orientation~
II. About the Episcopal Church

1. Please identify your denomination, if not Episcopal. Do you think your dio-
cese and parish have an affirrl~tive ministry to gay people? (Name them if
you like). If so, briefly describe.

2. Have you or yriur gay friends experienced rejection at you~ parish or other
church functions? Briefly describe.

3. Have you or your gay friends received help and encouragement or hinderance
and discouragement from clergy? (Name them if you like)

4. Have you known sexually active gay Bishops or Clergy? Have they been open
with you about this? Do you think there should be a different standard of
sexual morality for clergy and laity? explain.

5. Do you know of homosexually active clergy or prominent lay persons who pub-
lically oppose the acceptance of gay people? If so, vha t , if anything, do
you think INTEGRITY should do about this hypocrisy?

III. About INTEGRITY

- \

1. Hhat do you see as the main purpose of INTEGRITY? (You may list subordinate
purposes as we ll) How do you "rate" our performance?

2. What do you see as our greates~ problems and/or failures?
3. Do you think mcs t pro-gay Episcopalians know about INTEGRITY? Hhy do you

think our membership is relatively small (under 1000)? Is the "closet factor"important?
4. If you did not do so under #1, rank in order of importance to you these INTEG-

RITY priorities: Social activities, Worship~ Ecclesiastical politicing,
Service projects, Evangelizing the gay community, Hutual support & Friend-
ship, Others.

IV. About the Gay Comnunity
1. \.]hatwou ld you identify as the best and worst aspects of the gay community

and life-style?
2. Using such terms as Ifimnoral','"pe rmtssab l.e',llrecreational','Ifsick'Jllconstruc-

tive~ and their opposites, how would you describe: 1) the cruise bar scene,
2) discos, 3) pornography and porno shops, 4) the baths, 5) tea room action,
6) bi-sexuality, 7) trans-sexuality, 8) promiscuity, 9) group sex, 10) "Ha rr-.
iage-typellgay unions? .

3. Hqw, if at all, can pro-gay Christians minister to the gay community?



Lee Baldwin (Vice Pres.) &
John Lawrence (Pres.)

"'.Jell, sha lI we get the show on the
roaJ?"

L, to R. Mason Martens (Hid-Ar:lanticRep.)
David ~7alker (New England Rep .)
Chdck Jones (Mountain States Rep.)
David Williams (Editor of The Forum)

"When do we get to eat here?"

Lee B. & Connie Cohrt (Pacific Rep.)
"You mean you can still smile after

such a day?"

L. to R. George Casper (Treasurer)
Horace Lethbridge (Great Lakes Rep.)

m Roger Conant (Southeast Rep.)
Connie C.
"You don't get to eat until you get

get some work done!!"



- ..

L. to R. David W., Chucl1 J., David W., & Lee B.

"Will this meeting ever end? 11m tired sleepy and most
of all HUNGRY!II

\



-

L. to R. Earl G" Richard Younge (Sec-
retary), Mason M., & Jason C.

Nothing like a little wine to make good
companions more enjoyable.

L. to R. Chuck J. & Gene B.
You meet the nicesc people over food

\ and wine.

L. to R. Lee B., Earl G., Roger C.,
Chuck J., & John L.
"Now for plan "C" ...!I

"Please, not \olhileI'm drinking! II

L. to R. Connie C. & Lee L.
lIyou see I can smile because my face
was frozen this way catching the plane
here, and it hasn't thawed out yet."



-

L. to R. Lee L., David n., Roger C.
(at the piano) & David B.
"We"re Poor Little Lambs ...."

L. to R.. Jim H., Earl C., David Il , ,
Barry B., & Lee L. (Buns to Camera)

"Sing out Louise" (Oops, I mean David).

L. to R. George C., Sharon
Mike & JoAnn M.

"Shall I sing you a lulaby?"



- . ""

There will be a Sunday Brunch at Jason's at 2:30 P.M. on March
the 23rd. The address is: 3333 Timmons Lane #106, Houston.
The phone is 960-0733.
I must know by Wednesday, the 19th who all is coming so that I
can make sure to have enough of ev~rything. Please, let me know.
Thank you.

See you then!

Peace,

~n


