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Dignity dismayed and angry at Vatican's
action against Gramick and Nugent
The following press release was issued
by Dignity/USA in response to the Vati-
can's recent action regarding Sister
Jeannine Gramick and Father Robert
Nugent, which was officially an-
nounced on July 13, 1999. At press
time, the situation was still unfolding,
with many news stories and statements
from various individuals and organiza-
tions continuing to appear in rapid
succession. Dignity/USA Executive Di-
rector Charles Cox was interviewed by
more than thirty major media outlets,
including USA Today, Time magazine, .,:"
National Public Radio, the Rocky
Mountain News (Denver), the Philadel-
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1.8 lwlashington, D.C., July 13,
20 1999::..- DlgilitylUSA is dis-
24' . mayed and angry at the deci-

After many months of planning and preparation, the members of the Dignity/USA Convention
Core Committee are eager to welcome members of the Dignity family to Denver. Standing, left
to right, are: Dave Cook, treasurer; Terry Mischel, director of programming; Brad Cameron,
hotel liaison; Mike Albi, director of communications. Seated are: Kent Epperson, chair; Sue
Kansteiner, concierge; and Lenny Glatt, secretary.

phia Inquirer, the Washington Times,
the Baltimore Sun, the National
Catholic Reporter and the Religious
News Service. The Journal staff plans
to provide a more complete account of
this story in future issues.

sion of Vatican authorities to "perma-
nently prohibit from any pastoral work
involving homosexual persons" Sister
Jeannine Gramick and Father Robert
Nugent, co-founders of New Ways
Ministry.

. Serving gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered Catholics, their friends and families since 1969

DignitylUSA Executive Director
Charles L. Cox said, "The efforts of
Sister Jeannine Gramick and Father
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Sr. Jeannine Gramick, SSND

Robert Nugent to build bridges of un-
derstanding and reconciliation between
lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and trans-
gendered persons and the Catholic
Church is to be commended. Unfortu-
nately, their message of compassion
and inclusion has fallen on deaf ears at
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith (CDF)." Cox went on to say,
"The CDF's continued use of the term
'intrinsic evil' to describe homosexual
acts, and implicitly homosexual per-
sons, is a chilling reminder of the
Church's ongoing attempt to marginal-
ize and stigmatize pastoral care for gay
men, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgen-
dered persons."

Echoing Cox's comments, Dignity/
USA President Robert Miailovich said,
"That the Vatican, through the CDF,
would seek to prohibit the pastoral
work of Sister Gramick and Father Nu-
gent runs counter to the Church's clear
teaching that homosexual people are
the 'beloved creation of God. '" Mi-
ailovich also said, "As tragic as the
decision of the CDF is, the greater
tragedy lies in the future when young
men and women come to understand
their sexual orientation, and learn that
they are truly strangers in the pews who
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Houston marks 25th anniversary
by George M. Wetzel, Houston

On June 6, 1974, Dignity/Hous-
ton had its first meeting and

••••_ •••• officially became a "chapter-
in-formation." Denny Powers was pres-
ident and Rev. Mark Barron, O.P.,
served as our spiritual chaplain. In
November of that year, a newcomer to
Houston, Rev. Alcuin Greenburg,
edited our first newsletter.

On Sunday, June 27,1999, we gathered
to celebrate our 25th anniversary Mass
at the Dignity Center, 1307 Yale Street.
Don Kuder was the principal celebrant,
and Alcuin Greenburg, Frank Jones,
Paul O'Connor and Bill Tarter concele-
brated.

In between these two events were
twenty-five years of worshiping, orga-
nizing, socializing, meeting, greeting
and grieving within and among our
community. We met in more than six
different locations, and we had a num-
ber of officers and active members who
worked with our regional and national
officers in meetings, conferences, out-
reach and inreach in our organization.

--1 •. 't

Mountain/Plains Regional Administrator Jack Tweelings, right, and his partner, Buck Diaz,
were on hand on June 27 to help members of Dignity/Houston celebrate their 25th
anniversary.

As an organization, and now as a na-
tional movement of lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgendered Catholics
and their friends, we have again and
again taken a stand against those who
would deny us full status as human

Members andfriends of the Houston chapter enjoy delicious food and conversation at the 25th
anniversary dinner at the Java Java Cafe.

beings. We have chosen to give testi-
mony to the normality of our lives and
loves against those who would label us
"intrinsically disordered." We have
taken a stand against those who deni-
grate not only our humanness, but also
our interest in and capacity for forming
personal relationships with others.

Following the Mass, we repaired to the
nearby Java Java Cafe for a sit-down
dinner. Then we returned to our Dignity
Center for some well-chosen words
from our guest speakers, Bob Mi-
ailovich, president of DignitylUSA,
and Jim LeBlanc, president of Dignity/
Houston. Afterwards we had a social
mixer with dancing.

In this way we capped off our twenty-
five years of witness to the Catholic
community with the last scheduled
event of our week of Gay Pride, power
and pizzazz! .•.
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