LARRY BA

NERIS, JR.

Delegate Texas Fifteenth Senatorial Dist icty
- Dermoeratic National Convention 1980

were two alternate delegates from Dallas and two from Houston. We have been informed
that, after the convention began, two additional alternates from Austin were seated.

We saw in the convention overall tones of
division. Did the unity of the Gay and Lesbi-
an Caucus feel the strains of that polariza-
tion?

I think the Caucus was strictly for Kennedy.
When Kennedy lost the nomination, the
gay delegates accepted that they were go-
ing to have to deal with Carter. But, we also
realized that the best way to deal with Car-
ter is to let him know that we expect him to
to deliver what he promises and that we ex-
pect him to at least take into regard every-
thing that is spoken to in the platform.
How is it expected he will regard the plat-
form’s gay-supportive position?

Gay rights, defined as “sexual orientation,”
is part of the platform and the President

has agreed he can live with this. Carter
made a compromise with Kennedy’s sup-
port. We had both candidates’ support for
our inclusion in the platform. There was no
“platform fight”. When President Carter
made his speech accepting the nomina-
tion, he mentioned discrimination against
“other minorities”. He's bending the issue
slightly in order to be able to feed the
American people something. For 200 years,
we, as gay people, by staying in our clos-
ets, have let negative rhetoric build in peo-
ple's minds. We have to start tearing that
down.

How will guarantees against discrimina-
tion be made to us? -
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