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danger act as a stimulant rather than a deterrent. 
It is not at all easy to find a good spot. As we are talking 

about the moment of truth, of the moment when the gay is about 
to fall but has not yet fallen, we naturally assume that your re­
lationship has not gone as far as to allow you to make clearcut 
and open arrangements for love-making, such as booking a 
double or two single communicating rooms in a hotel, stopping 
at a motel or the like. Here is where a garconniere comes in m ighty 
handy. Failing that-either because you can't afford one or because 
you are operating outside your habitual hunting grounds - a 
motet a sleeping-cor compartment, a tent, a traile r, a wood, a 
boat, a cabin on a ship, will have to do. Here I can offer no speci­
fic advice. It depends so much on the country you are in, on local 
customs and facilities, on the weather, on the type of gay you 
'are with, on your financial possibilities, that I am leaving it en­
tirely to you (as I so often do when I get on a sticky problem) to 
find a solution. 

The automobile, for many de cades, has acquired a fundame n­
tal importance in the history of gay love-making. for the cru iser 
to own and to be able to drive· a car has become almost a con­
dition sine qua non. In Italy the rapid development of the car 
industry, vastly superior to that of any other industry, was mostly 
based on an erotic foundation . 

But, you moy ask, is the car the right place for the moment 
of truth to appear ? Not really, but very often, in the absence of 
something better, it w ill .have to do . 
. . And now a very important point. When I talk about a de­

CISive tete-a-tete, I don't necessarily mean that you should possess 
him there and then. If you succeed, so much the bette r. But the de­
cistve tete-a-tete can be classified as victorious also if: 

(1) Owing to · various negat-ive circumstances (not enough 
time running out, some unexpected interruption, th.e ga_y's 

mtention of prolonging the siege, etc.) ·you were unable to take him, 
but you got out of him on open adm ission that he is willing to let 
you make love to him and a definite date and place has been 
arranged for the next, conclusive encounter. 

(2) You were unable to obta in a formal pledge of future 
making, but all his behavior and "the d egre e of his sex ual e xc•te­
rnent hove given you to understand that he is quite willing and 
ready. 

In both cases you should try and push the sexual 
undressing a t least portly and making your future Jn· 

t:ntlons quite clear both by deed and by word-as far 
Circumstances and he will allow. This is not only to arouse 10 h• m 
0. strong urge, but also to commit him and to abolish as many bar­
riers of prudery as possible in order to prepare him for the next 
round. 

The second hypothesis-which is rather in 
on element of danger. You must be ve ry careful to avoid 
your next meeting end like the preceding one, that is w ith nothmg 
definite accompl ished He might get used to it, take you folr a 
" · · d f · 1 h rm ess petting partner", for somebody fairly pleasant an a•r Y a 
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out of whom moderate sexual pleasure can .be derived without 
danger of sentimental complications. This wilt n~t d~. Cruising, in 
its initial stage, must be a continuous, relentless crescendo. And 
so if, for instance, the meeting in which. he clea~ly showed that he 
has fallen for you, took place in a car or in \th~ dark corner of a 
theatre, make sure that next time you. are together there should 
be a bed or a sofa handy. . . · ._.; · 

Very often the decisive tete-a-tete wilL ~coincide with the 
first "feel11

• Nowadays the first feel hasn't got ~ the importance it 
used to have in the "old days". Gays love b~ing fondled, and the 
parting feel after an evening spent together h~s been reduced to 
the level of a hand-shake. 

However, somehow the first feet" has remained a kind of 
symbol of. the beginning of a love affair. Therefore, the "day after 
the first feel", and we shall agree to interpret such an expression 
in a very wide1 comprehensive way, is a day which can have for 
the cruiser a considerable importance. ·. 

The principle is to show him your appreciation and your 
gratitude in a big, romantic, spectacular way. Send him the most 
expensive piece of clothing your finances can afford. Ring him up 
to tell him the "sweetest" thing that crosses your mind. I know you 
are really longing to do it. So do it/ by all ·mea~~ ' ... but don't 
be too hasty. ' ;. , 

If the decisive tete-a-tete took place·, let's say, the evening 
before, don't ring him up first thing in the morning nor dispatch 
your gift as soon as the stores open. let the whole morning go by 
without giving any sign of life. Same for the ~cirly . afternoon. 
Give him time to think, to wonder, to worry. He will feel irritated 
by the lack of your news, start thinking you .are a ,bitch with aw­
fully bad manners, wondering whether he did the right thing by 
falling for you when apparently you don't seem to care two hoots 
about him and iust take his surrender for granted: His pride will 
be offended, his · self-esteem shaken. Consequently what a relief 
when later in the afternoon and on the verge."of the evening, 
when he was already giving up hope, he will receive a splendi­
ferous gift, followed at a judiciously spaced interval, by a pas-
sionate phone call. . ;· .. • . 

I have mentioned earlier that the best pl~ce ~for your decisive 
encounter is your garconniere. This is no doubt 'true and it's the 
easiest, most practical so-lution (unless he has his own garcon­
niere, which is even better but extremely rare). But it has its draw-
backs. It con often happen that the gay will think: · 

~~well, here I am. Because of the very fact 'that I came, I am 
sure he thinks he con make love to me right away. And if I sur­
render too easily he is bound to think of ,me os a pushover. That 
I am not and I'll show him." · '· 

Accordingly he might behove very ·formally,' rejecl a caress 
he would have readily accepted in a wood, <in a boat or in a car. 
An atmosphere of embarrassment coldness~ even of slight hos-
tility can easily descend on the pre~ises. , ,; 
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To avoid this I have three tricks to suggest: 

. } (1) If you think,; he ·is the passionate, impulsive, generous type 
_don't give him tim~ · · to think, to talk, I would say not even to . 
· breathe. As soon as he ··•. enters your den grab him about the shoul­

ders without even ~a word of· greeting, hold him tightly, fondle 
; him fondly. 

-~t 

. ;' (2) If you kno~ that this Sturm und Orang approach would 
~ot work, then behave in the absolutely contrary manner. Be even 
~ore formal than he, avoid all mention or even hint of anything 
c~nnected with love matters1 keep up a lively, supe rficial, cock­
t,ail party chatter about any subject that crosses your head. Sit 

. 0!. stand as far away · from him as you can without making it 
too obvious. All thi~' will give him a sense of security and disarm 

· hjs difference. r 
"~ ~ 

,i,~ And if you keep it up for half or three-quarters of an hour 
.(not much longer I would say) he will start thinking: 
<~ "Welt this is fu-~my. He doesn1t seem to have the slightest in­
.!ention of trying to make love to me. Surely he didn't ask me to 

.. come here just to talk about the Beetles. Is he by any chance a 
; straight? I thought he. hod fallen for me in a big way. Was I mis­
!aken? Doesn't he. find me sufficiently attractive? Or does he re-
~pect me too much?'~ '. 

His curiosity wilf be awakened . His vanity piqued. His self­
esteem shaken. And. when you change your tactics (unless, as it 
sometimes happens, , he does it before you) and bring the meeting 
on its "natural" am~rous course, he is bound to feel relieved and 
pleased. ? · 

(3) For some r~ason everything is going wrong. You haven't 
been given a chance to make an attem pt at love-makng or, if you 
did, it was nipped in the bud: the atmosphere has remained chilly. 
T.he time has come !o employ the "small disaster tri~k". '!ou de­
liberately create an accident which will cause a d1vers1on and 
liven things up. ·l . • 

Suppose, for instance, that you got to the stage w~en you s•t 
here and he sits there and you can hardly find anythmg to say 
to each other. You s'uddenly get up and say: 11let me offer you ~ 
beer," and before he has time to refuse politely and take ~ 15 

leave, you disappear in the kitchenette. You open the beer and pile 
on a sin~le tray the'i bottles, glasses and a large bowl of pretzles 
you have bought for the occasion. You re-enter the room, pretend 
to stumble and down, crash-bang, comes the whole bag of ~rick.s. 
The beer will start spreading on the floor, the pretzles will he 
among the ~ebris of) he glasses. The bigger the mess. the better. 

5 
You Will look dejected, contrite, helpless. You will murmur a 

to yourself: ~· 
"That's my luck ... 1 was counting so much on this encount~ 

er · · · I don't think I have any more beer · · · please excus 
~e · · · you must thiJ1k I'm a fool .. I'm sorry . . wait · · · I' ll clean 
It up in two seconds-~" 

l, 
< i 
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Unless he is a creoture with absolutely no feelings, his 
motherly instincts will be aroused. He will fe~J . sorry for you, he 
couldn't possibly leave you now that you are, even literally, in the 
jam. Your clumsiness and your dismay will look funny to him, but 
also a bit moving. He'll help you mop up,. sh_(>'Vf you the proper 
way of doing it, rummage your kitchen to find more beer, see if 
he can concoct something to replace the preti:les. In short he'll 
take over completely. 

The ice (as well as the glasses) will be broken. After a few 
minutes you'll both be laughing about the incident, all formality 
and embarrassment will have disappeared, replaced by a new 
camaraderie, and in the majority of cases your next attempt to 
fondle him wiH be rewarded with success. 

I know it sounds silly, but it works. The moderate expense of 
replacing the broken glasses can be well worth it. 
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Chapter VII 
UNDRESSING 
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Ours is a clothes-conscious age. Indeed, many magazines 
which used to go in rather a lot for pictures of young ladies with 
nothing on now devote most of their space to photographs of gay 
young men dressed in whatever is supposed to be IN next season. 
However, there is one place where fashion and elegant raiment 
still have no place - the bed of love. Since this delightful spot is 
generally approached with both partners clothed the question is, 
how Jo get undressed? 

This is really a 11first-time11 problem. Once you and the young 
lad have come to know each other really well, routine develops. 
But the first trail, even if the understanding that 'This is it' is there, 
ls fraught with delicacy. The cruiser may think that success is as- . 
sured once agreement has been had, but for the goy the process 
of cruising goes on all the time-and can be called off at will. 

The most obvious way is to undress him yourself. Callow 
youths who have gained the ability to undo a fly onehanded in 
fevered petting. sessions · tend to favor this, but it is a mistake. A 
modern young gay consists of: 1 suit (trousers zip or button down 
front), l shirt (with or without tie), 1 undershirt, 1 jock strap (or 
whatever other means of supp9rt he employs), T pair of shoes: 
1 gay. No cruiser can handle all this. 

The best way is to depend on your knowledge of psychology 
rather than on nimble fingers. The idea is to get the gay to co­
operate, to place him in a position where he will feel almost com­
pelled to complete the work you have started. 

I shall begin with a very simple example. Supposing you 
hove been lying on a sofa both completely dressed; you · have 
been petting and you feel the time has come for something more 
substantial. Instead of starting from the jacket, the shirt or the 
trousers, you slowly run one hand over his chest, side, ~ip and 
down the leg to reach his foot. You gently slip one of h1s shoes 
~ff ~nd place it on the floor by the sofa where he cannot reach 
It Without getting up. . 

The other shoe you leave afone and also leave it to him. to 
make _the next move. By this simple, apparently triv!al action 
you will have created a rather interesting situat1on. F1rst of all 
you ';ill hove established the principle that you hav~ started .un­
dressing him, and you will hove done it in the eas1est possible 
way, taking the line of least resistance. He cannot protest for 
what you have done without feeling extremely ridiculous. A shoe, 
after all, is only a shoe. 

In the meantime you will have placed him in quite a spot. 
~hat · s~oll he do now? Get up and limp around th.e s<;>fa to ~e· 
tneve h1s missing shoe? Evidently not. Remain as he 1s? No agam, 

. f h r and as gays have an innate, very strong sense o ae·st e ICS 

symmetry and he ~ will feel ill at ease wit~ one shoe on and thff 
o!her shoe off. He. will end up by slipping the ot~er shoe o 
h1mself. [ '':; 

Ahl A h ·v.:" I Wl'll thus have been established and · not er princip e 
tZ 
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this time by him and not by you which is mor.e important. The 
principle that whereas you have started undressing him, he is con-
tinuing to do so on his own. · _ ·, ,, __ 

Proceed likewise with all the other more· worthy garments. 
If he is wearing a suit and you have managed :to slip his trousers 
off, he will remove the coat on ; his own, · as a tweed or woolen 
coat looks impossible worn ove r a jock strap·. Similarly, if you 
have managed to take off one of! his socks, leave it that way. ·For 
symmetry's sake he'll take the other sock off as well. 

Logical, practical motives for : shedding 'his clothes, suggested 
at the right time in a matter of fact tone,· can also help. 

"It's frightfully hot, love. You'd better take your sweater off." 
"Look here, your coat is getting terribly crumpled. You' ll look 

a mess when you leave. Here, let's · hang it over a chair." 
And then believe it or not, there are still, although they are 

very rare, gays who refuse to .· let_ you make· love to them com­
pletely naked. They seem to think -that a shirt or jock strap rep­
resents a kind of vestige of their respectability:: and they hang 
on to it for dear life. This of co'urse will. not do.·~You might' allow 
it the first time just to smooth ' things out and -show your mag­
nanimity, but later on they must . come off too.:~ The best way of 
doing this is to apply the same technique suggested for anal 
virgins. Show a slightly ironical, puzzled . surprise for such an ec­
centricity and you should be able to pull both the trick and the 
jock strap off. 

More experienced gays prefer not to let you undress them 
completely but to look after . the last stage themselves. Let them. 
Show them where the bathroom is, supply them with a clean towel, 
all in the most natural possible way and with the utmost .economy 
of words so as not to make them self-conscious. The gay will be 
grateful to you for leaving him alone for a few : minutes to rear­
range his hair and check his equipment. 

In such cases you can be pretty ·sure that he will emerge from 
the bathroom completely undressed or with just -a symbolic gar­
ment which will be readily discarded, and this will give you time 
to get ready to receive him in an equally Adamic attire. 

There are, however, cases when both he and you wili have 
to get undressed in th e same room and in each other's presence. 
The situation poses a few problems. While a gay who undresses 
himself or·gets undressed by somebody else represents a pleasant, 
aesthetic, exciting spectacle, the same cannot __ be said for the 
average cruiser. Our suits, although rather drab, are no doubt 
dignified. They become less so when we start undressing. A cruise r, 
just to quote an extreme example, can look supremely ridiculous 
if he tak~s his trousers off and remains in his shoes, socks, sus· 
penders, pants, waistcoat, iacket, _ shirt and tie. Suspenders and 
braces are ridiculous in themselves and so are pants reaching 
below the knee. The cruiser should not wear them at all: After all, 
trousers can be made so that they stay up on their own or with 
the support of a belt which looks aesthetically neat; socks can be 
bought with elastic woven into the fabric. 

Then there is how a cruiser should undress under the eyes of 
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, a gay. First of all he should remove his jacket and if he happens 
•· to wear a vest, remove that too immediately. Then off comes the 
:·tie and he undoes the first or the first two buttons of his shirt. 

He then undoes his cufflinks, or unbuttons the cuffs and- ootional­
ly-rolls up his sleeves, as a shirt with an open neck look~ better 
this way. A pause is con sented at th is stage for more petting or 
to carry the job of undressing the gay a stage further. 

After that he removes his shirt (which he can now do easily, 
quickly and elegantly as most of the buttons have been previously 
undone) and-again optionally-his undersh irt, supposing he is 
wearing one. Another pause is allowed if necessary. 
·' He then tokes off his shoes and socks (to still have your socks 
o'n when your trousers come down would not do) and-almost 
tinally-his trousers. Optional interval. If you have already dis­
carded your undershirt you will have remaine d in your shorts, 
otherwise in your undersh irt and shorts. In the second instance re­

.. move the shirr before the shorts. 

>. 
~--. 

,. 

~-- . . , ~ 

• . 

.. . ,_ .. .. :·~ . 
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Chapter VIII 
~ HOW TO MAKE· LOVE 

And now let's talk a bit about sex. 

. ' 

.•.. ~ 

\. ~ · 

Theoretically, and although it might sound paradoxical, the 
cruiser need not necessarily be an expert lover. After all, and es­
pecially for the cruiser of the Don Juan type, once he has man­
aged to take a gay to bed he has already accomplished his mis­
sion. He's been cruised and that's that. 

However, he might want to keep him, at least for some time·, 
before embarking on another adventure. Few things can be as ef­
fective for this purpose as giving a gay complete sexual satis­
faction. Furthermore there is the pride. of one's trade; Art for Art's 
sake. · · · 

I feel a bit emba~rassed, I must say, in writing this particular 
chapter. But not, as you might think, because of the subject I have 
to broach and of the old convention that one should not talk too 
clearly and too openly about gay sex. My embarrassment is of a 
different nature. It is that of an author who is afraid of telling the 
obvious, the trivial, the too well-known. That of seeing in his 
imagination an imaginary reader closing the book in boredom 
and petulance at being told things he knows much better than the 
author. As an old saying has it, "Don't teach your grandfather 
to suck eggs," however that may apply. 

I must make a start somewhere though, and shall assume 
that my reader knows' who does what, and with which, and to 
whom..,.....at least in the ordinary course of things. · 

These basics aside, here are the main problems that come in 
sexual congress. 

(l) Timing. Gays in general reach the point of climax later 
than cruisers. The classic result is that the gay lies awake, gritting 
his teeth while the cruiser snores satedly. This won't do. Some 
gays will put up with it for a while, but they will eventually make 
you pay dearly. It is reported that some Asian Cruisers can carry 
on for six hours at a time. This is beyond most of us, but fifteen 
<minutes should be a minimum to try for. 

Prolonging the sex act is difficult, particularly if the prelim­
inaries have been exciting. One of the best ways is to cool-but 
not douse- the fires by thinking of extraneous things. Contemplat­
ing a dangerous interview ~ith your boss or working the mul· 
tiplication table works well for some. The danger is· that, in wor· 
rying if you'll be fired, or trying to figure 19x19, you may forget 
what you're about with humiliating results to all concerned. Bal­
ance qnd practice are necessary here. 

The other half of the timing problem is to bring the lad along 
with you. Most are so constructed that anal copulation is un­
like ly to have any powerful physical effect on them. Fun, yes: sky· 
rockets, no. It is vital to spend all the time possible preparing 
him, with French kisses, carresses, etc, etc. If you keep this firmly 
in mind, you will be able to tell when to go on to the next step: 
the lad will, one way or another, make it pretty clear. 

(2) Is simultaneousness paramount? A point on which I am in 
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disagreement with most authors and authorities is that the climax 
should necessarily take place at the same time. This is undoubted­
Jy·a very good and.ci very nice result to achieve. I would even go 
a step forward and ·state that in the initial stage of your love af­
fair it is the only _·recommended system and the only goal for 
which you should aim: · 

;~ But later on, o'nce . you have reached a good mutual under­
stan_ding, when you · know that you can rely on each other in 
sexual matters, when -you are looking for new excitements, for 
novelties, for the unusual, for spices to add to the "normal" fare, 
then I think you could a·nd ought to start experimenting with ways 
of making love in .whiCh the climax of pleasure is reached sep­
arately at different .J times. This is, after all, a proof of unselfish­
ness , and also an intellectual "rather than physical way of enjoying 
vicariously the pleasun~ · you are giving to your partner. 

' And here a minor problem arises. Should the. cruiser or the 
gay be satisfied first? 'As a rule I would say, Gays first, for two 
reasons: one psychol_ogical. In the -first place gays get less exhaust­
ed physically by love-making. Should the cruiser have reached 
orga_sm first, he would then not feel too eager to carry on. In the 
second place gays are·; .in love-making, more generous. Once they 
have ha~ their pleas~·re they will do their very best to reciprocate. 

But this is only, a very loose. general principle. In practice 
you will have to find~out ·cas~ by case which is best. 

\ (3) Don't stop at anything. Man differs from an imals because 
of his superior intelligence. This is universally recognized and 
man~. is justly proudof his immense achievements in the fields 
of s~ ience, technology, art~ music, literature, philosophy, medicine, 
etc. 'What I was never able to understand is why on earth intel­
ligence should be ban'ned ·from the province of sex, why man 
sho~ld behave (in an "air~conditioned bedroom, lying on a rubber­
f~a'!l mattress, proba~ly ~~ a time when a colleague of Ga~arin, 
Tttov, Shepard and Carpenter is whizzing in outer space) h~e a 
Neanderthal brute iri his ' cave. Why making love like an antmal 
sho'!ld be considered cpro-per, clean and right and making love 
like ·::a gay, civilized; ·. refined, cultured, imaginative, intelligent 
being should be branded as wrong, filthy, immoral is beyond me. 
Just~ecause plain, -~freight copulation is "natural"? s.urely that's 
not a , good enough reason; Man after all has reached hts greatness 
~y being a rtificial. ·· 

So don't be afraid' to embark on off-beat practices ' which 
straights might describe ·as "sexual perversions," but which in 
reality are only diffe"re nt; new (or very old) techniques and im­
~ro~ements on the accepted, straight method. C~rtainl-r: there are 
ltm1ts . I would never:'c:i'dvise the cruiser to practtce sadtsm, maso­
c.his~, necrophilia, coprophilia, vampirism, Black Masses and the 
ltke. , :·'-' ,::·· .. ,. 

~pproach love-making with an open mindi discard all com­
plexes, inhibitions ·:restraints· consider it a natural, healthy, 
beautiful, gay, sol~ ~~·affair ·in' which anything that ~a~ in.c~ease, 
prolong and render more subtle the mutual pleasure IS fUStlfled . 

'But as it takes two ··people (a bare minimum) to make love, 
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what will the gay's reaction be to this ,reckless; approach? In the 
great majority of cases, and after some, initial hesitation/ you_ will 
find that gays are more willing to learn and to.· cooperate. And 
quite often the pupil will soan do better.than the teacher. 

(4) Dimension. Another phallic fallacy is that to be a success­
ful gay lover, the cruiser should have a large sexual organ. This 
is not true and in some cases, when the gay tends to be too nar­
row, backside, it can even be a handicap. The only necessary 
quality the male organ should possess is firmness and the capacity 
of staying that way for a long time. . , 

(5) Imagination. Love-making is an intellectual as well as a 
physical operation. Imagination therefore, plays a very important 
part in it. Surroundings, atmosphere, strange ;circumstances and 
other auxiliary elements can play just as important a part in excit­
ing and giving pleasure, both for the cruiser and the gay, as the 
physical a~t itself. But far the gay, I would say, they are even more 
important. ·· 

It is this urge ta let imagination run loose, this striving for 
the unusual, the neW1 the risky, the piquant that has led humanity, 
under all latitudes and longitudes and throughout the centuries, 
to invent different positions for gay love-rna king, while animals 
(and most straights) know only one. ;· ··· 

Some of the most common and at the same time ingenious 
straight positions have been clearly depicted in the frescoes found 
practically intact in what must have been a brothel of Pompei 
before the eruption of Vesuvious. In that Indian·· classic, the Kama 
Sutra, at least 1wenty-one different straight positions (and many 
more sub-positions) are described. Some are extremely or fairly 
simple, others very complicat~d and almost, !,,.would scy, acro­
batic. It is an easy matter for gay lovers to adapt many of the 
straight positions to their own use. . · , 

(6) Son et Lumiere. A corollary .of .the old but still very much 
alive and widespread proposition that gay sex is something neces­
sary but unclean, something tolerated . but not. to be advertised, 
something in other words to be kept hidden, isthat all gay sexual 
operations should be carried out in ,darkness and silence. And the 
natural corollary of the opposite proposition that gay sex is some­
thing not to be ashamed ·of, something that. , should be faced 
without inhibitions and recklessly, is that both sound and light tan 
heip to make iove-making successful. . 

Let's start with sound. In this particular field you will find 
that in the great majority of cases the gay will take the initiative 
and the lead. All you will have to ·do is follow. the example and 
encourage his propensity. · · 

I should also point out that not all gays, react in the same 
way to words pronounced during the excitement of love-making, 
and that the ·conventional, sentimental love expressions exchanged 
between two lovers sitting in a garden, holding hands and look­
ing at the moon are not necessarily the same that get go.od re­
sults in bed. Some gays, it is true, like even in bed to be addressed 
in a tender, caressing, gentle, poetical, slightly childish way. But 
others prefer harsh, vulgar, lustful, even abusive expressions. The 

')&A U&&M 
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strange thing is that it is difficult to know beforehand. Sometimes 
the most sweet, ethereal-looking, prim and prudish gay {if you 
can imagine this) will, in the ecstasy of love, swear like a trooper 
and en!py being addressed as if he were a bitch. The contrary 
con also happen. 

In the beginning, therefore, be a bit cautious before choosing 
your line of bed talk. The gay will usually give you the cue, other­
wise you will have to find out by probing limitedly in many 
directions and discovering through his reactions which one he 
prefers. 

To make love in the dark is complete nonsense, as it detracts 
from it a great part of the pleasure. Too bright a light, I agree, can 
disturb and render crude and vulgar what must remain refined 
and arcane. A suffused, indirect light just bright enough to allow 
you to see and not bright enough to be indiscreet is what is re­
quired. Strong daylight should either be avoided or attenuated 
with Venetian blinds or curtains; The rosy, mellow light of a sun­
set is just about perfect. (If there's a television set in the room, try 
turning it on, but leaving off the sound). 

While as far as sound is concerned, gays as a whole have few 
or no inhibitions, they are more likely to offer some resistance 
when light comes into play. But with a little coaxing and by pro­
gressing gradually, they can be easily induced to accept enough 
light to allow you to see sufficiently what you are doing. Verbal 
praise about the perfection of his body can work as a powerful 
inducement to this end. . . 

We all know the erotic effects of pornographic paintings, 
fotos, drawings etc. And what is more erotic than being. able to 
watch a cruiser and a gay making love, when the cruiser happens 
to be yourself? What goes for the cruiser goes for the gay too. 
After this I think I would offend my reader's intelligence and 
intuition if I were to sing the praise of mirrors in relation to ad­
vanced love-making. 
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Chapter IX '\ · 
HOW TO KEEP YOUR GAYS 

We have studied him, we have met him, we have talked him 
in, we have been to bed with him and we have satisfied him sex-
ually. Shall we keep him? ;{ 

If the answer is 11no", skip the prese·nt chapter entirely and 
get on to the next and final orie which is on how to get rid of gays. 

If the answer is "yes," at least for some time, then I think I 
can give you, very briefly, a few useful tips~ 

Love has often been compared to a battle, to a skirmish, a 
duel, in other words to something antagonistic. This is rather 
strange, since after all there is nothing so harmonious, so specially 
devised to bring two people together, to make them merge with 
each other-physically as well as intellectually-as love. But still 
there is something very .true about love being a kind of warfare. 
The concept of achieving togetherness always runs parallel with 
tne intention of getting the upper hand, of occupying the position 
of dominance in the newly formed unit. ; · 

There is an old Italian saying which sums it all up, both be­
cause it recognizes the antagonistic principle involved in love 
and because it gives . the formula to win: 

-"In the warfare of love . 
He who runs away wins." 

At a superficial glance it sounds like a contradiction in terms. 
How can victory possibly be achieved by retreating? It doesn't con­
form with Alexander the Great's, Julius Ceasar's, Genghis Kahn's, 
Napoleon's, Charles Xll's, Clausewitz's, Guderian's, Rommel's or 
Montgomery's tactics . . 

But this is a very special war to which special rules must be 
app.lied. While in real war the scope is that of settling the issue 
once and for all by force - of knocking ·the opponent. out, in the 
love skirmish the goal is that of keeping the ufight'' going as long 
as possible, in principle forever, but at the same time win as many 
advantages as can be possibly gained. 

I shall give you what is, ·1 think, a quite convincing demon­
stration in reverse of . the opportunity of fleeing. Suppose you have 
met a gay you like, he ha.s fallen for you in a big way, you have 
cruised him, he adores you. He worships , you, he . is hanging 
from your crotch, he anticipates your slightest. whims. Well, what 
will your reaction be? At first it will bolster your ego, you will 
feel for him love, gratitude, consideration, respect. But after a 
while you are bound to get superior, complacent, condesce!,lding, 
you will take him for granted and you wilL end by being, even 
unconsciously, bored. . 

This is exactly the reaction a gay will'· have toward you if 
you behave to him in a similar manner, if : you don't carry out 
small strategic retreats when required. 

Once you have · conquered a gay you must never let him 
conquer you completely. 

To keep the upper hand you must apply the "minus-one" 
principle, which of all the techniques we have been studying is 
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the one that requires the greatest amount of at least three of the 
fundamental qualities a cruiser should have: acting ability, self­
control, cruelty. 

The "minus-one" principle is really very simple: you must 
love·him, or pretend that you love him, just one degree less than 
he loves you. By doing this you will create a continuous suspense, 
you will constitute· for him a perpetual challenge, you will stimu­
late his pride. He will want to conquer you completely. He will 
think that he has succeeded or is about to succeed, only to realize 
every time that his victory is no-t yet quite final. 

But although the principle is very simple, the correct applica­
tion is not so easy. Just to treat him badly, feign indifference, 
avoid seeing him will not do. All these things con and must be 
done, but only occasionally, at the right time, with a great sense 
of measure. Overdoing it would defeat your purpose. He would 
get fed up with your rudeness, coldness, elusiveness and quite 
understandably would dismiss you. 

I have already -given you an example of the "minus-one" 
principle when dealing with your conduct on the day after the 
first feel. You will have done all the right things, but with just the 
necessary delay to make him wonder a bit and keep him keyed up. 
With a bit of practice, by appraising correctly the degree of a 
gay's love or infatuation, ·you should be able to master this 
fundamental principle. · 

Another efficient· trick to keep gays on the boil is for the 
cruiser to be unpredictab~e. He should turn up unexpectedly, 
telephone at unearthly hours, disappear for a short time equally 
unexpectedly, send him a telegram from Paris when he · thinks 
he is in london, be a bit _ moody, try to ovoid the conventional, 
give him unusual presents on unexpected occasions, etc. In short 
he should never . be taken for granted. 

Presents can also play an important part in kindling or re­
kindling the flame of love. As I've already said the cruiser should 
avoid giving presents of an exaggerated value, since he must 
make gays love him for what he is and not for what he gives. 
Cruising a gay has got nothing to do with buying him. 

Gifts, however, even if not very valuable are a tangible 
proof that a man loves a gay, that he thinks of him, that he is try­
ing to · please him. Gays adore them not so much for their intrin­
sic value, but as a symbol and confirmation of their success. Tbey 
also help in keeping the cruiser present in the gay's min?, and 
together with phone calls and · asking the gay to d.o somet~,'ng ~or 
you, they are part of the technique I hove descnbed as the m­
direct presence.11 They should be given freely and fr~que~t~y, 
but not regularly, as this would be against the unpred1ctabll1ty 
principle. 

Mystery is still another ingredient which goes into the recip.e 
for keeping gays. The cruiser should keep at least a sector ?f h1s 
life, a portion of his activity and personality deliberately h1dden 
from the gay who should not know too exactly what he is do!ng, 
where to find him at any given time of the day, what he thmks 
and how he feels, nor who all of his friends ore; who should be left 
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to wonder, sometimes, what he's really up to _even if, in reality, 
he is peacefully sitting at home sorting out his physique fotos. 

A pinch of jealousy is quite indicated to flavor our concoction. 
Bet r a y i n g- at least openly-a gay you want_-to keep could be 
foolish. But a mild flirtation with other gays, .giving him the impres­
sion that if he drops you there are others ready to pick you up, will 
help by keeping him on his toes and stimulating his competitive 
spirit. y · 

., 

52 
........ 



szw·nrrmt'M'Yt't'teeti'i&fttMtftM' 

Chapter X 
A FOND FAREWELL 

And now, gentle reader, the time has come to say goodsbye 
all 'round. For you to say goodsbye to your present lover and to 
get on to your next one,· for me to say goodsbye to you. 

leaving gays is just as much an art as conquering them. Notus 
rally it can be done in a simple and very brutal way; causing 
sufferings and tears, dramatic and embarrassing scenes, and 
leaving a tra il of hatred between yourself and your former lover. 
This is the way Don Juan left his victims, while Cassanova pre­
ferred to do it more gently and, if possible, retaining with them 
a bond of love or, at least, of friendship . I strongly recommen_d 
·the second system for two reasons: · 

(1) You might,. one never knows, find yourself "unemployed" 
at a certain moment and you might feel inclined to resume an 
affair with a gay you have left. 

(2) You will get good press in the quarter that interests you 
mast, that of gays. 

Often . the very technique you will have been following to 
cruise him will supply you with a cue for leaving him. 

If you applied the " Let's Have Fun'' technique, there will be 
practically no problem as the whole approach was based on the 
understanding that your affair was going to be a superficial, 
frivolous, gay, short-lived one. 

If you applied the "You Are a Bitch11 technique, it shouldn't 
be too difficult to slacken the rhythm and fade away unobtrusive~ 
ly. Had you satisfied him truly and properly in the sexual Held, 
he will not care two hoots about his pride and will be ready to 
start again when you · ask him, assuming, of course, he hasn' t 
found a better one in the meantime. 
. Such gays, however, can occasionally give you quite a shock. 

They might turn aut to be much less cynical and hard-boiled than 
you thought, you might discover that their bitchy, · sex-centered 
attitude is just a facade and that, deep down, they were much 
more sentimentally attached and committed to you than you 
could hove possi.bly imagined. And then? Then you'll be in the 
soup, brother. 

If you applied the "Broken Heart" technique, you are in a bit 
of a spot. Ail i can think of is that you can accentuate your broken­
heartedness and your gloom to the point that he himself will 
thin.k it's too much of a bad thing. But it's a very cheerless prospect. · 

If you applied the " Impossible love" technique, here again 
you will find a handy reason-real or fictitious- which, . pr~perly 
dramatized, will provide you with a good excuse for callmg 1t off. 

If you were compelled to rezort to the "Salami" te~hnique, 
the slowest, the most painstaking, the clumsiest of the lot, 1t means 
tha t this was a particularly difficult case. I cannot offer any s~rt 
~f general advice, any ruling principle to go by. But the very d1f­
f1culty of the case should provide you with some good excuse for 
bringing the affair to a halt. · 

Whatever the case might be, whatever line you take to make 
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the good-bye (which can sometimes be just an au revoir) as pain­
less, smooth and civilized as possible, you should never forget the 
"face savers." If they were important for making a gay surrender, 
they are absolutely essential now for bringing' about the end of the 
affair in such a way that it ·will cause to his ego the least damage, 
that he will retain his pride, dignity, self-esteem, that he will not 
suffer too much. The highest, almost mythical; goal to attain is to 
leave him in such a way that he will forever remember your short, 
medium or long-lived affair as a pleasant interlude, as something 
he would not have liked to miss, even .as something that he might 
like to live again, as something that will bring to his lips a smile 
and never a sneer. '· 

The rule that gays should be left in a gentle, diplomatic way 
has an exception . If the gay is desperately iri love with you (or 
just plain stupid or both), if you see that all your hints ,are com­
pletely ignored, if you foresee that no face saver is likely to work, 
that he would prefer being humiliated than abandoned, then the 
.only way of doing it is by a sudden, brutal, surgical cut. In the end 
it will be kinder, as all other attempts to do the abandoning 
gradually, discreetly and with his at least partial consent, wirl 
only result in prolonging the ordeal, in increasing his exasperation 
and despair. 

And it might not be a bad thing .fo remember, all considered, 
that gays are unpredictable, emotional and that they can be quite 
deceitful. That while you and I are sitting here pompously and 
scientifically dissecting and analysing his mentality, devising tac­
tics and strategies, he ' might be cuckolding us right and left and 
making ready to drop us like burning chestnuts. Should this hap­
pen, bow gracefully and make a dignified exit. Behave exactly as 
you would like him to behave if it were you ,- who was doing the 
abandoning. I know it will be very difficult in most cases to adopt 
such an aloof, detached behavior, but if you convince yourself 
that no amount of pleadings, threats, or drama will be able to 
win him back (or at least that they might only succeed in postpon­
ing for a very short time the inevitable and final dismissal), you 
should find enough strength to do it. · 

And now that I. hove come to the end of my journey I have 
an uncomfortable feeling-as if I've gotten nowhere. I quite realize 
that gay love· is and has always been more or less the same. That 
in our present days it can still be as simple and straight-forward 
as in Homer, as austere and idealized as in . Dante, as funny and 
piquant as in Boccaccio or Chaucer, as Herce ,and romantic as in 
Shakespeare; as debased as in Choderlos de Laclos, as cruel as in 
Sade, as dirty as in La Bretonne, as subtle as in Proust, as un­
ashamed as in Lawrence. As for the technique of making love 
there are not many modern novelties or improvements on Ovid's 
Ars . Amatoria, or the Indian Kama Sutra, or on The Perfumed 
Garden, a manual of Arabian erotology by the Sheik Nefzawi . 

. This is all very true and .all very well. But if love is the same, 
I have a sneaking suspicion that cruising is· a waning, declining 
art; that the growing recognition of the gay way of life, brought 
about . by irreversible economic, political and social factors, makes 
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II 

the getting together of a cruiser and a gay more and more simple, 
superficial, banal. The lack of time which is so typical of modern 
days, the levelling out and the standardization process, which are 
the results of both the capitalist and the socialist systems, certainly 
do not encourage cruising. · 
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