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Welcome From Coordinator

Dear Friends of the Task Force,

Welcome to Austin and the Sixth Annual Texas Gay Conference I It is a
pleasure for Austin to host this once a year event when so many lesbians and
gay men come together to celebrate in pride. And you are so much more fun
to have in town than the Texas legislature I

I hope you enjoy this year's conference. The people who have put this
conference together have tried to offer something to interest and attract
everyone. There are a variety of workshops for encountering new ideas; bus-
iness meetings and assemblies to address general issues; caucus meetings to
work on special interests; guest speakers to challenge and inspire us; and
parties and dinners for relaxing and sharing time with each other. Something
special is bound to happen for your sometime this weekend I

If you have any special requests or encounter any problems, please let me
or the conference staff know so we can offer our assistance. This conference
is for you and we want it to be one you will remember with pleasure for years
to come. So enjoy yourselves and may the Task Force be with you.

Sincerely,
Woody Egger
Conference Coordinator

Welcome From Moderator

Dear Conference Participant:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of TGTF, I would like to welcome you to
Texas Gay Conference VI. I am glad you are here and am sure you will enjoy
the speakers, workshops and social events planned.

The Texas Gay Task Force has successfully sponsored five such events
since the first in 1974 in Fort Worth. This year we have expanded the con-
ference experience to include this program book and the dinner Saturday
evening.

I hope we can count on you to return next year and if you have any sug-
gestions, opinions, etc. about future conferences, please write us. Most of all,
I would like to invite you to become an active member of TGTF, Inc. We are
making giant gains in Texas for gaysllesbians and would like you to be a part
of our work and pride.

Thanks for your support!

(

For Continuing Change,
Kathy Deitsch
Moderator

Texas Gay Conference Six Austin, Texas 78765P.O. Box 4654
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Guest

Speaker

LEONARD MATLOVICH

When T/Sgt. Leonard Matlovich handed his coming out letter to his superior
officer, the black captain at Langley AFB in Virginia asked, "What the hell
does this mean?" Replied Matlovich, "It means Brown VS. the Board of Ed-
ucation. "

He was deliberately provoking a discharge from the Air Force to challenge
the long-standing ban on homosexuals by the military. His lawyers - and
many gays around the nation - were hoping the case would reach the Su-
preme Court and produce a landmark decision on gay rights tantamount to the
historical 1954 decision on school integration.

At that time in 1975 Lennie had a lot behind him: an impeccable twelve
year record in the military, three tours of Viet Nam, a Bronze Star and a
Purple Heart. But there was also a lot facing him - particularly as he came
out and finally was able to express his homosexuality.

Matlovich is the son of an Air Force sergeant, and was raised at airbases in
the U.S. and England. Though he says he knew he was gay at the age of
twelve, he did not act upon that knowledge until he was 30, when he finally
went to a gay bar in Pensacola, Florida.

Since writing that letter, Lennie has become one of the best known gays in
the country. Many of us have only heard about him. Many of us have come to
know him for his work. He contributed much of his time and energy to last .
year's No-On-Six Campaign out of California, and he was part of a whirlwind
tour that swept across Texas last October.

For many of us in TGTF, it was then we saw for ourselves his high level of
sincerity and devotion to our cause. It is with some humor that we hear his
parents PREFER to think he is more interested in homosexuality as a cause
than a way of life. Whatever his interest, we are glad he is on our side.

Like many gays, he has crossed the hurdle of self-awareness and aware-
ness that "we are not alone." Addressing a Gay Pride Week rally in New York
in 1975, he broke down and cried. He said later: "I found myself, little nobody
me, standing up in front of tens of thousands of gay people. And just two
years ago I thought I was the only gay in the world. It was a mixture of joy
and sadness. It was just great pride to be an American, to know I'm op-
pressed but able to stand up there and say so. They were very beautiful
people out there." 3



Guest

Speaker

PAT .BOND
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Pat Bond has probably been performing all of her life. Well, at least talking
and listening and remembering and caring. We remember her anecdotes of
"teeny tiny dykes'! in jockey shorts and Old Spice from "Word is Out". We re-
member her recollections of life in the Army and of the attitudes and
aspirations of gays, especially gay women, that some of us are too young to
remember.

You might also be familiar with Pat's club shows:
"Conversations with Pat Bond" or her unique presentation of "An Evening
with Gertrude Stein", which she has performed in and around San Francisco
and which she has taken on the road. Much of the time Pat seems to be
"doing" herself even when doing Stein. One can't help wondering just who

Pat Bond is.
She was born in Chicago and became involved in theater there before

attending an all women's school in Iowa. A Catholic all women's school where
she developed her first unreturned love. "As I say, I went to finishing school
where they finished me."

To forget her love she joined the Army on VJ Day 1945, and was
discharged, dishonorably when Uncle Sam sent 500 women home from Tokyo
because of their sexuality. She reminds us of those times when "90% of the
women chose to emulate male truck drivers" and you could get killed for
taking a camera into a gay bar.

As a result of critical acclaim for her appearance in "Word is Out", Pat
was encouraged to bring her one-woman show to the stage, but she can't get
onto TV talk shows. "What we ran into is, 'We can't use an out-front gay
person.' They don't use gay people regardless of what you've done."

What she's done is remind us of where we have been and how much there
is to be done. She speaks through Gertrude Stein to show us one of the great
love stories of all time. Betcha never thought about Alice and Gertrude like
that before I

She is working on another monologue called "Fantasies with Pat Bond".
Things like "why faggots get such violent crushes on Marlene Dietrich." She
is exploring why our attitudes and expectations are what they are, bringing
them out for inspection with inoffensive humor, but bringing them out. Word is
Out. Listen.

!:.
Representative Lance Lalor Senator A. R. "Babe" Schwartz

APPRECIATION AWARDS OF 1979

The Human Rights Advocates and Texas Gay Task Force Appreciation
Awards of 1979 go to Representative Lance Lalor and Senator A. R. "Babe"
Schwartz.

We have chosen to honor these lawmakers at the annual Texas Gay
Conference VI, August 18, 1979 by recognizing their untiring support of
Human Rights and specifically their work during the 66th session to insure
equal treatment under the law for lesbians and gay men. Representative Lalor
and Senator Schwartz carried the points of order and helped us remove the
discriminatory and unconstitutional rider in the state's general appropriations
bill. The rider denied gay organizations on college and university campuses
use of meeting facilities and other campus services.

Both Representative Lalor and Senator Schwartz were named recently as
two of the best legislators in the 66th session by Texas Monthly.

Representative Lalor is a liberal Democrat from Houston, representing one
of the state's most urbanized districts. He is a full-time legislator. often
working day and night in his Capitol office on legislative homework. Naylor.
our Advocate, terms Representative Lalor as "a hard-driving dedicated
representative of the people." She characterizes his philosophy as. "Things
can be better for all Texans if we recognize each other's needs and goals and
all of us work together to make Texas a better place to live."

Senator Schwartz was appropriately termed in the Texas Monthly as the
"Godfather of the Killer Bees." A liberal Democrat from Galveston. Senator
Schwartz has been a member of the Texas Legislature for 22 years. ranking
second in seniority in the Senate. He is a real professional whom the Monthly
observes "never loses interest. never fails to follow through. never misses a
trick, never has a day off; he may go down swinging but he never gets called
out on strikes." Naylor found Senator Schwartz to be an "untiring, down to
earth senator, certainly a showperson but a relaxed and natural lawmaker.
Schwartz takes the good, does what's right and never forgets to include the
lighter side. He is a committed humanitarian who knows the legislative
process." 5



A LObbying

Effort For
"created to insure

a voicein our

future"

Statewide Gay

Civil Rights

Human Rights Advocates
The Human Rights Advocates is Texas' first full-time lobby in the Texas

legislature. It was created to' repeal Sectian 21.06 af the Texas Penal Cade
(the homosexual conduct statute and to' lobby far the civil rights af Texas
lesbians and gay men.

Also, the HRA is warking to' defeat any anti-gay bill, amendments and riders
that may arise in the Texas legislature.

There is a papular saying in and around the Capital in Austin, "No. person's
life, liberty ar property is safe when the Texas legislature is in session." It is
vital that the gay and lesbian cammunities have a presence and a voice in
each meeting af the legislature.

WHAT'S BEEN DONE

• During the 66th session (1979) the HRA was successful in remaving a rider
in the general apprapriatians bill which denied gay arganizatians an callege
and university campuses use af meeting facilities and ather campus
services.

• HRA was successful in averting legislatian which wauld have increased
harassment ot gay and lesbian bars by disallawing sexually ariented
conduct, e.g. same sex dancing and entertainment in drag.

• HRA warked successfully to' fail attempts which wauld have targeted gays
as the scapegaats in tloor debate an child parnagraphy and child/sexual
abuse.

• HRA worked closely with coalition supporters in passing the family and
domestic vialence shelters bill. The 12 existing centers already accept
gay/lesbian victims.

• HRA closely monitored all accupatianal licensure bills. As langs as 21':06
remains a part af the Texas Penal Code, individuals are posed with the
threat af license revocation and/or denial.

• HRA actively warked to' pass the state Cammissian an Human Rights. Our
Advocate warked closely with the bill's author to' add "marital status." The
bill failed the final passage.

• HRA monitored bills an police brutality. Our Advocate made lawmakers
aware af the harassment and brutality experienced by the gay/lesbian

6 cammunities.

WHAT WE'LL CONTINUE TO DO

We have built strang coalition support. We will work to' strengthen those
bands and broaden our caalitian base.

. Maintaining an Advocate in the Texas Capital during future sessions is the
key to' educating and gaining the support ot Texas legislatars and their staffs.

HRA must continue its regular cammunicatian with its supporters thraugh
newsletters, alerts and news releases. A well infarmed canstituency has
praven to' be an effective tool far getting a lawmaker's ear.

HRA is cammitted to' building an effective and respansive canstituency
system netwark. During the 66th session gay constituents had much contact
with their representatives and senators. It established us as a grawing farce.

HRA will wark caaperatively with local arganizatians and educatianal
graups to' advance understanding ot the issues ..

HRA believes presence is pawer and we must take every appartunity to'
praject our views amang the state's lawmakers. HRA is planning naw far a
presence in the Special Sessian and in the 67th regular session.

Human Rights Advocates
Legislative Committee

Persans naw serving an the Legislative Cammittee are:

AI Calkin, Dallas
Edra Bagle, Dentan
B.K, Brittain, Austin
Debbie Williams, Austin

R. Taylor, Atasocosa County
Kathy Deitsch, San Antonio

Bill Lake, Houston

AUSTIN'S TOP DISCO



THE 66TH SESSION - FIRST CONSULTANT-

A PERSONAL NOTE KAROL PHELAN

Realizing the need to have a lobbyist for gay issues in the Texas Legislature
was one thing; knowing I was the person hired to do that job was quite ano-
ther. It was very challenging and exciting for me. Establishing a good base
and destroying some of the myths I knew were harbored in the legislature was
something I wanted very much to do. Each day was a new challenge. There
was always a new legislator to meet, new staff people to deal with, a piece (or
several pieces) of legislation to watch, and the endless hours of House and
Senate floor action. Secure in the knowledge of who I was and possessing the
kind of information they needed, I knew I could be successful.

Having a gift for gab was certainly an asset; being patient and persevering
also helped. Past political knowledge, experience and contacts were my great-
est assets. Being familiar with the system was important. I learned it was
impossible to be overly familiar with a particular piece of legislation or to
know all there is to know about the inner workings of the legislature.

Other important components of a successful lobby are a well established
plan and ever present visibility; continually identifying Human Rights sup-
porters in organizations and the legislature; continuing to build a viable com-
munications network; compiling legal data and discrimination documentation
and determining when to take the lead on legislative issues and when to coa-
lesce; and last, but not least, building "chits."

In addition to the challenge and the excitement of the job, I have greatly en-
joyed the rewards - knowing that what one does is appreciated and re-
spected, the relationships that developed during those months, and most of all
the feelings of being successful. For that, I want to thank the lesbians and gay
men from all over the state for the opportunity to be Texas' first gay lobbyist!

To me personal gratification comes from knowing you have helped others to
help themselves and that has certainly been the situation during my work with
the leadership, lobbytst and members of TGTF. There has been from the be-
ginning a mutual respect and a willingness to learn from each other. It was
not an easy task to develop a legislative program with a high success
potential. The conservative mood of the Legislature did not provide the
desired forum for progress in the area of equal rights. Therefore, the success
of the TGTF lobby effort is to be highly commended and many must share the
credit for that achievement. I was fortunate to be able to consult frequently
with Bettie and Kathy on the fine points of political strategy and timing, and
have continually been impressed with their understanding of the process. But
I was merely a consultant, someone to give advise and direction - they
carried the water and fought the battle. They are primarily responsible for the
success achieved by TGTF during the 66th Session. Even more important,
together we were able to develop a philosophy among much of the gay
community which I feel must grow if TGTF is to continue to be successful in
the political arena. That philosophy is best expressed as follows:

"Wisdom consists not so much in knowing what to do in the ulti-
mate as in knowing what to do next."

TGTF learned what to do next during this past session and did it well and I
am proud of any assistance I may have been in that effort. Now we must
consider - what to do next?

Bettie Naylor &[JJ~1rrrN
IL1E~IP1rr&N/CG1&1r

~(Q)ILrr1rrrCC&IL
CC&[JJCC[JJ~

r SUNDAY SERVICES we meet in but are not as~ociat~
2:15 - worship in song with the Unitarian Church at
2:30 - worship 807 BERYL

Pllw ~ C(}omWl«~
relutwlt tI ffJan ~

~ASTOR JIM LEWEY SAN ANTONIO,TX. (512)227-7164~

Our 75+ membership meets on the third Sunday

of every month ... won't you join us?

Iwe also publish an informative newsletter I

P.O. BOX 822 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767
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. TEXAS GAY TASK FORCE, EDUCATION FUND

TGTF is seeking tax exempt, tax deductible status with IRS for a newly
formed educational fund. The research and educational work of this fund will
support and enable us to lay the educational groundwork for much of the
ongoing political work of local, state, and national groups. Through this fund
we can begin to attack the fundamental problem of our discrimination,
iqnorance. The development of educational pamphlets, the collection of
documentation of discrimination data and the already approved interim educa-
tional projects are just a few of its goals.

The interim projects (approved June 10, 1979) are listed below. Additional
information about the educational fund can be obtained by writing the Texas
Gay Task Force, Education Fund.

The LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS is a compilation of voting records
and relevant committee votes. on major Human Rights issues
during the 66th session. Additionally, interim committees with their
tasks will be listed. The analysis will be professionally printed and
available to interested organizations and individuals at cost.
The CONSTITUENCY SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT identifies geo-
graphically by region the placement of our community (using our
mailing list) by precinct, legislative, senatorial and congressional
districts. It establishes a demographic analysis by senatorial and
county boundaries. This information will be printed and be made
available to the lesbian/gay community. A workshop meeting with
Human Rights supporters will be sponsored after the data is col-
lected.
The EDUCATIONAL PACKET is planned to be a support packet
for gays and 'lesbians in Texas. It will be distributed to government
officials and sold to organizations and interested persons.
The CONSTITUENT HANDBOOK is a directory of government
officials. It will include addresses, letter format and general infor-
mation of interest when communicating with persons in govern-
ment. It will be made available to persons free of charge.
REGIONAL WORKSHOPS are planned to disseminate in-
formation gathered in the constituency development project,
targeting areas for non-partisan voter registration based on
constituency and demographic data, getting involved in campaigns
and an explanation of the delegate selection process to party
conventions.

AUSTIN'S
ENTERTAINMENT
CENTER
The

Privale cellar
TRADITIONAL BAR in the Cellar

historic atmosphere

WALLBR CRBBS SALOON
a DANCB HALL ... at street level

GAZEBO BAR
New Orleans Style

in the courtyard

709 easl 6th
Austin
477-0387TATTOOING

BY
NORM & JIM

TATTOO ARCADE
the finest clubs in Austin
... perhaps, in Texas!

Across The Alley From The Alamo

(512-225-0782) 515 E. HOUSTON ST.
SAN ANTONIO. TX.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY,AUGUST 17

4-6 p.m., 8-10 p.m.

8 p.m. - midnight

Registration

Get Acquainted Party

SA TURDA Y, AUGUST 18

8-9 a.m.

9a.m.

Registration

Opening Session, Welcome and In-

troductions, Legislative Report

WORKSHOPS - SESSION I

Second Floor Lobby

Trinity Room

Second Floor Lobby

Brazos Room

66th Sessiori Lobby Rap

Gays In Literature

Enriching a Single Lifestyle

"The Chair Entertains"

Legal Consequences of Shared

Lives
Gay Minorities in Christian Chur- San Antonio Room

ches

10:30 a.m.-noon

WORKSHOPS - SESSION II

1:30-2:45 p.m. Health Problems in the Gay and

Lesbian Communities

Media Utilization

Gay Parentsand Custody Issues

Coalitions Beyond the Gay Com-

munity

Building Primary' Relationships

Group I

Group II

Trinity Room

Nueces Room

Brazos Room

Colorado Room

Rio Grande Room

Brazo.s Room

Colorado Room

Nueces Room

Trinity Room

Rio Grande Room

San Antonio Room

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS·(con.)

SATURDA Y, AUGUST 18,
~

WORKSHOPS - SESSION III

3:00-4:15 p.m. Local Civil Rights Ordinances

Parents and Friends of Gays

Transpersons Seminar

Couple Enhancement

Speaking Out

Caucus Period

Groups and Locations to be Posted

Dinner

Program

Leonard Matlovich

Pat Bond

Second Floor Lobby

Main Ballroom

Main Ballroom

Brazos Room

Nueces Room

Rio Grande Room

Trinity Room

Colorado Room.

4:30-5:30 p.m.

7:30p.m.

8:30p.m.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19

9:30a.m.

11 :00 a.m.

12 noon

TGTF Annual Business Meeting

TGC-6 People's Assembly

Guest Speaker

Lucia Veleska, National Gay Task

Force Co-Executive Director

Adjourn

Brazos Room

Brazos Room

Brazos Room

12:30 p.m .

.1
I
I
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Lucia Valeska
Lucia Valeska, 39, a sociologist and a

leader of the lesbian-feminist and gay
movements in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
was named to the position of co-executive
Director of the National Gay Task Force
by the NGTF board of directors, meeting
in New York last week. She joins Charles
F. Brydon in the top adm inistrative posi-
tion of the nation's largest and most in-
fluential gay-rights organization.



WORKSHOP 1

66th Session Lobby Rap

A legislative overview with discussion of the "givens" going into the lobby
project, what the goals were, how we came out, why we must have a pres-
ence in the Special Session, and what to expect in the 67th Session; directed
by Bettie Naylor, the Human Rights Advocate for the 66th Session.

Gays In Literature

An examination of the influence of lesbian and gay writers and their themes
in English language literature in the 19th and 20th centuries; conducted by
Charles Gillis of Wilde and Stein Bookstore in Houston, a graduate of Wes-
leyan College with a B.A. in English Literature.

Enriching A Single Lifestyle

Exploration of the potential pleasures as well as problems of maintaining a
single lifestle within a gay social setting; led by Michael Menefee, PhD. in
counselling psychology, associated with the University of Texas Counselling
Center and in private practice.

"The Chair Entertains"

A comprehensive workshop on parliamentary procedures encountered at most
meetings and conventions, with handouts and mock meetings; moderated by
Bill Lake, a Registered Professional Parliamentarian and member of the
National Association of Parliamentarians.

Legal Consequence of Shared Lives

An examination of some common areas of civil law, particularly in the
areas of property ownership and inheritance, how it silently affects our lives,
and how gay men and lesbians can avoid some of its unfavorable aspects; led
by Richard Horne, graduate of St. Mary's Law School and a licensed attorney
in private practice.

Gay Minorities in Christian Churches

A panel discussion with persons who are working to improve alternatives
available to openly gay Christians who choose to remain affiliated with
churches which, until recently, allowed no role for homosexuality oriented
members; moderated by Gene Legget, former associate pastor of University

16 United Methodist Church and a member of United Methodist Gay Caucus.

WORKSHOP II

Health Problems in the Gay and Lesbian Communities

A look at serious health problems in the gay and lesbian communities, foc-
using on drug abuse, alcoholism, veneral disease, and hepatitis; directed by
Dr. Jim Lloyd, doctor of science at the University of Texas Medical School in
Houston.

Media Utilization

A "how to" workshop covering press releases, press conferences, media
contacts, media kits, and other tools of the trade used to get messages
across; conducted by Dennis Plemmons, member of Dallas Gay Political Cau-
cus Board of Directors and Media Contact for the organization.

Gay Parents and Custody Issues

A survey of legal issues involved in child custody decistons when one of the
parents is gay and factors that may influence a court decision; provided by
Susan Dasher, graduate of San Francisco Law School, licensed to practice
law in California and Texas.

Coalitions Beyond the Gay Community

A panel discussion of why it is important to coalesce, how and when to co-
alesce, who should the gayllesbian community coalesce with, quiet vs. vocal
coalition support, why other groups want to coalesce with us, and what hap-
pens when our coalition supporters are on the opposite side of an issue; pan-
elists will represent various areas of interest, e.g. labor, women, consumers,
prisoner rights/reform, civil liberties and social issues.

Building Primary Relationships

Group I: A discusion of the problems encountered by gay male couples
with a look at power-management, conflict resolution, and rapport building;
conducted by Michael Menefee, a counsellor at the Univeristy of Texas Coun-
selling Center and in private practice, with his PhD. in Counselling Psychol-
ogy.

Group II: An experiential format including role acting and participation
activities designed to enrich the realtionships of lesbian partners; directed by
Barbara Davis (MSW), who has worked with same sex couples in both private
practice and through MHMR community centers in Austin, and Elizabeth Sack-
ton, who has been with Women/Space in Austin since its conception in Sep-
tember 1975 and is currently counselling at the University of Texas Coun-
'selling Center. 17



WORKSHOP III

Local Civil Rights Ordinances

A look at anti-discrimination laws for gay people in employment, housing,
and public accomodations, with model ordinances described and a discussion
of how to enact laws at a local level; conducted by Janna Zumbrun, member
of the Austin Human Relations Commission and chair of the Housing Study
Committee for the Commission .

Parents And Friends Of Gays

A panel discussion of questions that confront our parents and friends when
we open new doors of our lives to them; panel will include Annelle Harrison
(M.S. in clinical psychology), her son Patrick Mcllvais, Cele Keeper (M.SW.),
and Charles Gillis (of Wilde and Stein Bookstore)

Transpersons Seminar

Expressions of individual experiences, psychological explanations of life-
styles within the trans-sexual, female impersonator. transvestite, drag society,
transgenderist matrix - explanation of "trans-" with emphasis on "-per-
sons"; led by Phylis Frye, a second year law student at the University of
Houston, a professional engineer, and a born again Christian.

Couple Enhancement

A guide to problem solving techniques and communication skills that can
improve the relationships of lesbian partners and male couples; presented by
Barbara Davis who received her Master of Social Work Degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas and has 13 years of experience in private practice and with
MHMR as a therapist.

Speaking Out

A discussion of how to reach the public through speaking engagements,
what to expect regarding questions and attitudes, how to handle difficult
situations, and what goals can be accomplished through such contact;
moderated by Steve Thomas, Co-Chair of the Austin Lesbian/Gay Political
Caucus and a member of Gay Community Services' Speakers Bureau in

18 Austin.

THE EARLY YEARS

Ken Cyr, 1973

Six years ago I took a lot of kidding about my plan to hold a gay conference
in Fort Worth. I was told that no one would attend, especially if it was held in
Fort Worth. But I was determined. A lot of people called me "hardheaded" or
"stubborn," and those were the nice things they said.

The first Texas Gay Conference did take place, in Fort Worth, and, until
TGC V, it held the attendance record for the TGC's. For those of you who
missed it, you missed the birth of the modern Gay movement in Texas. Almost
every organization in Texas has been influenced in some way by TGTF or the
Conferences. (Those of you from Houston might be interested to know that
Ray Hill reentered Gay politics because of Texas Gay Conference II in San
Antonio; and the Houston Gay Political Caucus can trace its origin back to
that same conference.)

Since I am being credited with being the founder of the Conferences and
Texas Gay Task Force, the above may sound like bragging. In a way it is. I am
immensely proud of TGTF and proud of the people who make it work. My
dream of six years ago is still unfolding, but it is not just my dream any
longer. It is the dream of the Gay leadership of Texas, and we as Gay Texans
have something to be proud of.

TGTF was my dream six years ago, but one person did not hold TGTF I and
create TGTF by himself. The true founders of the conferences and TGTF are
all the people who worked for and attended the first Texas Gay Conference.
We ended that first conference by standing and holding hands and singing
"W~ Shall Overcome." Inside a small black Lutheran church, our voices
ringing clear ... "Gay and straight together." We had a dream, we all have a
dream.

THE MIDDLE YEARS

Rosella Kliewer, Moderator,

December 6, 1975·

September 10, 1977

Digging through the files during the period of time I served as Moderator of
TGTF produced reminiscences of experiences, meetings, conferences, and
people that were pleasant, trying, productive, frustrating, painful, and growth
producing. One could not help but see those glimpses of history and realize
the tremendous strides TGTF has taken in its relatively short life, some simple
and others more complicated and far-reaching.

I was reminded of the transition from the use of a duplicating machine to
run off newsletters, etc. to the acutal purchase of our very own mimeograph 19
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machine and filing cabinet, which was very important in light of the renewed
emphasis at that time to strengthen the communication between the state
office and local organizations and individual members.

Internally, TGTF struggled to maintain committed, active individuals on the
Coordinating Council (now the Board of Directors); worked to nearly double
membership and increase involvement and interest; developed a
Documentation of Discrimination program; recognized the need for a
legislative plan to repeal 21.06 and began to take steps in that direction, e.g.
made available the first legislative packet for legislators; and undertook a
major revision of the By-Laws. And, of course, the annual conferences were
held, TGC III in Houston and TGC IV in Austin, continuing to serve as a
catalyst for interaction between gays and lesbians from across the state and
to provide learning and enrichment experiences through workshops and
nationally known leaders and speakers.

Externally, progress was made in coalescing with other organizations sup-
portive of gay/lesbian rights. TGTF sought ways in which to be involved in
issues and events affecting our lives, e.g. IWY and the exclusion of lesbian
input at the state planning conference, Gay Student Services vs. Texas A&M,
the Mary Jo Risher lesbian custody case, the 1976 "Gay in San Antonio - A
Sense of Belonging?" conference, the National Gay Leadership Conference in
Denver in 1977, the Dade County referendum and Anita Bryant's crusade,
which, in reality, provided numerous instances for TGTF to educate the non-
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gay community about the myths and lies being perpetrated on us.
I think the essence of this period in TGTF's history is the continued ma-

turation of a growing organization and a greater sense of direction in pursuing
its goals and purposes. The increased stability and credibility helped provide
the impetus to accept new challenges and design progressive programs to
meet the needs of the Texas gay/lesbian communities. I am very proud to
have had the opportunity to be a part of this vital organization.

TO THE PRESENT

Kathy Deitsch, Moderator, September 10, 1977·Present
An Era ... TGTF's Coming Out

When I accepted leadership for TGTF in September, 1977, I realized the
organization was at a crossroads. I believed that it was time for TGTF to
begin to assert itself at a different level. It seemed that we had predominantly
been an organization of individuals who for sometime had needed strong
association with each other, to grow as individuals sharing support with other
brothers and sisters statewide. I began to feel that somehow that was not
enough; we were not as complete as we could be. I sensed that it was time to
open our organizational closet further and intensify the process of effecting
change. To be fully functioning, we would need to raise money, articulate our
goals with short and long range planning, to let the "others" in Texas know
we were here, we weren't leaving and that we expect to be treated as equals.

Today, almost two years later, I believe we can say that TGTF is leading
and effecting change for Texas gay men and lesbians. A year ago, the Task
Force incorporated. Currently, we are seeking tax exempt, tax deductible
status with IRS for an educational fund, a fund that will lay groundwork in
research and education to more effectively attack the fundamental problems
of our discrimination, ignorance. We have had a successful presence in the
legislature and impacted the state's lawmakers through the legislative ad-
vocacy arm of TGTF, the Human Rights Advocates. We have begun raising
funds for a Special Session presence as well.

We have expanded our communication link with gays and lesbians in Texas
and built strong coalition support beyond our community. We currently have a
fundraiser who is raising money for future legislative advocacy, educational
work and the newly created TGTF business membership program. Building
memberships is a goal for 1979-80 so TGTF can fund more professional and
expanded public relations work. Greater visibility must accompany growth so
the public can continue to question their myths about the lesbian and gay
lifestyles.

TGTF has continued to move forward. We are entering a decade that offers
TGTF the opportunity to establish itself as a "mover and shaker" in Texas.
We need to build on the gains of the past and keep pace with the ex-
pectations of the future. This is our challenge. We must meet that challenge
with a plan and an ability to implement the plan, a perseverance that assures
progress.

It is exciting to have served and continue to serve as TGTF's Moderator.
TGTF's closet door has opened wide these past two years ... one has only to
stand on its threshhold and experience the exhilarating potential for change in
the 1980's. It can be realized for each of us. I invite you to share in our op-
portunities 21
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Southern Region (San Antonio)

Kathy Deitsch -
My politicization began in 1974 when, as a teacher, I became involved in

the work of the American Federation of Teachers. Prior to that time, I had
been working primarily on the San Antonio Free Clinic in coordinating ac-
tivities and seminars to raise the consciousness of the community at large. Of
course, during this time, I was teaching in the public schools, specifically in
the area of health education and was upgrading and developing a mbdel
health education curriculum for the district with special emphasis on human
sexuality. I had taught sex education and was working with parent groups on
its implementation.

After several years of working towards these goals, my sexual orientation
became a political issue. I chose to address it openly and determined to
discontinue teaching to devote my time and skills to achieving equality for
gaysllesbians in Texas.

I am a native of Ohio, having moved to San Antonio in 1970. I graduated
from Ohio State University with a B.S. in Education; I taught in the public
schools for seven years.

Elton Moy-
To give a bit of background information, I was born in Karnes City, Texas in

1954 and was graduated from high school there in 1972. I attended Delmar
College in Corpus Christi and Bee County Junior College in Beeville, majoring
in restaurant management. In 1976 I moved to Victoria, Texas where I worked
as a delicatessen manager for two and a half years. I have since moved to
San Antonio and am employed by the Kangaroo Court Corp. as manager of
Maximillian's Restaurant.

I feel very strongly about our rights as equal human beings. Our efforts in
TGTF are vital for survival. The more input we have as citizens and as
members of TGTF, the more hopeful our future will be in achieving that
equality.

Central Region (Austin)

Amme Hogan-
Amme Hogan began her career as an activist by serving as a telephone

counselor at Austin's Gay Community Services. While attending the University
of Texas she took an active role in the student gay organizations - first the
University Homophilic League and later the University Lesbian/Gay Alliance.
Amme organized fund raisers and consciousness-raising "Gay Blue Jean
Days" during this time. It was also then that Amme first became involved in
the "political" aspect of the gay rights movement. The 65th Texas Legislature
attempted to make gay organizations on campus illegal. Amme was among
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Amme became somewhat notorious on the UT campus when her articles
and letters appeared in the campus newspaper. He most recent appearance
in the media was the result of the City of Austin v. The Driskill Bar and Grill,
the first test case of a gay rights ordinance in the nation. A jury ruled that
Amme and several friends had been discriminated against on the basis of
sexual orientation when same-sex dancing was prohibited despite Austin's
Public Accomodations ordination by the Cabaret's house rules.

In addition to the publication of articles, Amme has published poems; one
poem won an award at UT.

Her involvement with TGTF has spanned the development of the Task
Force from a small group of dedicated members to a recognized political
organization. She just left for California, where she hopes to continue learning
about people - and change.

Male Position Vacant

Northern Region (Dallas-Fort Worth)

Edra Charlotte Bogle -
In December of 1975 I accepted a position on the Board of the Gay Caucus

for the Modern Languages at the Modern Language Association Convention.
Since this position was printed in the MLA Membership Directory, it con-
stituted a means of coming out on my job as Associate Professor of English
at North Texas State University in Denton.

I received a B.A. in 1956 from the Universtiy of Northern Iowa, and M.S. in
Library Science in 1957 from Columbia University, and a Ph.D. in Comparative
Literature in 1969 from the University of Southern California. My dissertation
was on "The Life and Literary and Artistic Activities of Robert Baldwin Ross,
1869-1918."

During the last year, I have been fundraiser for the Denton County National
Organization for Women, silk-screening t-shirts and compiling a cookbook in
addition to sales table and more usual fundraising activities.

At present I serve on the national Board of the Gay Academic Union, the
Board of TGTF and the Human Rights Advocates Legislative Committee. I
belong to the Women's Political Caucus, Common Cause, American Civil
Liberties Union, National Gay Task Force, Dallas Gay Political Caucus, MLA
and South Central MLA, Modern Humanities Research Association, Science
Fiction Research Association, American Association of University Professors,
and Texas Association of College Teachers.

I am actively working for passage of the ERA. I believe that the most im-
portant thing that gay men and lesbians can do is to come out to the largest
extent that they can in their own circumstances, and can recommnd it heartily
myself. However,' it is also very valuable to furnish moral and financial support
to political and educational activities of the gay community, and I hope that
we can get many more gay citizens involved during the next year.
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Gary Brock -
As I review my involvement as a Gay Activist I realize that it must have

begun when I decided to stop teaching. The reason I gave was financial. I did
not feel I could live on the income of a Texas teacher. Now I know that fear
took me from teaching to hairdressing, interior design and art investment. I
found that I could and most likely would be fired for being myself, a
homosexual, and sub-consciously retreated to safer ground.

After gaining some experience in the Black and Feminist Movements and
political knowledge through the Democratic Party I realized I had to use this
knowledge to help myself and my gay brothers and sisters. I trained for the
Dallas Gayline and joined the Dallas Gay Political Caucus expecting
thousands of lesbians and gay men to join me in the victory for our civil
rights. I am currently on the Board of Directors of the Dallas Gay Political
Caucus and Acting President of the Community Resource Center (Gayline).

I welcome this honor and challenge to serve as Northern Region male
Director to the Board of the Texas Gay Task Force because the thousands I
expected are here but society will not allow them to be as open as I am at
this time. I hope our work will help free all people to be themselves and to
love freely and without fear.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Western Region (Lubbock, EI Paso, Amarillo, Midland-Odessa)
Both Board Positions are Vacant.

Eastern Region (Houston)
Sandy Stelter -

I graduated with a BA in Library Science from Texas Women's University
in 1975. I was named to Who's Who in American Students in American
Universities and Colleges and to the Mortar Board, a national leadership and
scholarship honor society for senior coliege women.

I am presently a member of the Houston Gay Political Caucus and the
National Gay Task Force and a former member of the now defunct

Lesberadas.
My spouse, Nancy, and I are active members of the Metropolitan Com-

munity Church of the Resurrection choir and play softball for the Ducks, a
lesbian softball team. Among my many talents is riding a unicycle.

Bill Lake-

Born Houston, Texas, June 14, 1951; educated in Houston Public Schools;
Odessa College, Odessa, Texas; University of Houston, Houston, Texas; and
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia.

Consultant in word processing - national president, National Association
of Word Processing Specialists. Member, Consultants Advisory Council, In-
ternational Word Processing Association.

Professional Registered Parliamentarian - Member, National Association
of Parliamentarians, American Institute of Parliamentarians; Academy of Par-
liamentary Procedure of Law; former member, Board of Directors Texas State
Association of Parliamentarians.

National president, Distributive Education Clubs of America, Alumni
Division, 1974. Member, National Coordinating Council for Vocational Student
Organizations, the White House, Washington, DC, 1974.

SUP'PORTE RS
TEXAS WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS

815 BRAZOS Austin, Texas 78701 474-1798

THE FOWARD FOUNDATION
P.O. BOX 12260 San Antonio, Texas 78212

CAPITOL AREA ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
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PROGRAMCHANGES

All workshops scheduled for the Nueces Room
have been moved to Parlor D. All workshop-s---
scheduled for the Colorado Room have been moved
to Parlor C.

PROGRAMADDITIONS

Workshop Session I
Homosexuality and Opera

An examination of the role that homosexuality
plays in opera with lesbian/gay characters and
in operas written by gay composers (extensive
knowledge of operatic repertory not necessary);
conducted by Steve Thomas, co-chair of the
Austin Lesbian/Gay Political Caucus. (Parlor B)

Workshop Session II
Gays and Mental Health

A discussion of when one does or does not
need counselling, now to choose a therapist, and
the attitudes toward gays by mental health
professionals; led by Jo Stewart, Director of
Psychiatric Social Work at Methodist Hospital
in Houston, a licensed social psychotherapist
in Texas, and a feminist. (Parlor B)

Workshop Session III
Homosexuality and the Bible

An affirmative look at homosexuality in the
context of Christian theology with emphasis on
the full gospel approach rather than isolated
passages; led by Jeanne Leggett, pastor of
Church of Christian Faith in Houston, ordained
through Christ Communion Church in Houston, and
formerly with MCC Evangelistic team for one and
a half years. (San Antonio Room)

Problems of Alcoholism in the Gay Community
A look at some of the problems alcohol causes

in the gay community and some answers to those
problems; group discussion led by Elizabeth
Stull, Bob Hunter, and Charlie Blocker, all
with the Lambda Group in Austin. (Parlor B)
























