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Arts& eisure

With a song In
their hearts

Gay Texas artists led by Christian Andreason help
Katrina relief with the release of new benefit CD

By Joey Guerra

his year’s record-breaking hur-
ricane season has reached its
official, bitter end, but the
wounds remain fresh for its
victims, many of whom relo-
cated in Texas. The ongoing
need is what drives the local
and national artists featured on The Katrina
CD, Vol. 1.

The project was spearheaded by Houston-
based inspirational singer Christian
Andreason. The openly gay performer started
compiling tracks just a few weeks after
Hurricane Katrina decimated New Orleans.

“There are so many calling out for help
right now. So many feel forgotten,”
Andreason says.

But the Texas recording industry stepped
up to the plate. Essential Sound Mastering in
Houston donated time and materials to master
the disc. Every artist donated his or her song
free of charge.

Andreason says he postponed promotion
of his own solo album, The Rhythm of Life,
because he felt compelled to do something
more than donate clothes and food to help
survivors. He used his own savings to get the
disc started, and found songs and contribu-
tors. All proceeds raised from CD sales
beyond production costs will be distributed to
charity.

“The moment I made up my mind to do
this CD, I grabbed the phone and rarely
removed it from my ear for six weeks,”
Andreason says. “I sat down and made a list
of songs I wanted to listen to during a time
like this. I wanted music that included power-
ful lyrical content, strong melodic lines as
well as moving vocals.”

‘What makes the disc an ultimately affect-
ing gift is the variety in sounds, the diversity
in singers and the package’s overall profes-
sionalism. The Katrina CD features original
songs from several gay artists, including
Houstonian Alan Lett, photogenic couple
Jason & deMarco, gospel crooner Jeanie
Cunningham, Grammy-winning producer Joe
Hogue, Broadway star Billy Porter and sexy
soul singer Ari Gold.

“When it came to choosing the artists, I
guess I subliminally figured that folks who
are actually from the Gulf Coast area would
be more apt to donate their music. I didn’t
necessarily plan on using so many artists
originating from Texas; it just happened to
turn out that way,” Andreason says. “Not to
brag about my home state or anything, but
artists from Texas just seem to be more gen-
erous with their music.”

“When the Katrina disaster happened, and
I saw how the people who were affected were
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Recording Artists for Hope

The Katrina €D, Vol. 1 0000
Wonderboy Records
M of hope and understanding come in

wildly diverse sonic packages. Just take a listento The

Katrina CD, Vol. 1. The eclectic, electric disc features
pop, dance, country and Latin rhythms united for simi-
lar goals: relief, recovery and redemption.

Good intentions are one thing, but any disc should
deliver on the ears as well, and this one does.

Houston’s former KHOU-TV 11 consumer reporter
(turned quirky diva) Eileen Faxas snaps and crackles on
the salsa ditty “Vivelo,” and singer Jez rides a swirl of
complex guitar riffs and soaring vocals on “Prodigal.”
Even better is the haunting simplicity of Glenna Bell's
“Tumbling Down,” a duet with country-rocker John
Evans. Jason & deMarco preview their upcoming album
with the sultry dance track “Just in Time,” a song writ-
ten and produced by 21-year-old Houston native Alan
Lett. Lett's own “From Now On (Second Chance)” is
accessible and adventurous.

Ballads from Katrina Parker and Cameren Dezen
provide moments of grace, but the disc’s most resonant
track comes from Kim Carson, who lived for 15 years in
New Orleans and still had a home there when Katrina
laid its path of destruction. “I'm going back to
Louisiana/l gotta get there just as fast as | can,”
Carson sings on her gumbo-flavored country romp. It's
a sentiment survivors can likely relate to all too well.

— Joey Guerra

being treated, I wanted so badly to find a way
to help in any way that I could,” says Gold,
an emerging gay icon whose angelic face and
toned physique have graced countless maga-
zine covers and fashion spreads. His song
“Space Under Sun” is a highlight of the CD.

“““Space Under Sun’ is a song about the
journey we go through to find out how we fit
into this world and allowing the universe to
guide us,” Gold says. “I thought that this
journey would resonate with the victims of
Hurricane Katrina, as they have been dis-
placed and many lost their homes.”

Photo by Steven David

Andreason

Plenty of friendly straight folks have also
rallied for the cause. The kitschy Kitten K.
Sera (formerly Houston-based performer
Pinque) twinkles and shines on “All That 'm
Looking For,” a campy gem that features
backing vocals from Destiny’s Child divas
Beyonce and Kelly Rowland. Dance-floor
favorite Jenna Drey also kicks up the energy
on the insanely catchy “Why Should I
Believe You,” which is already poised for a
big splash on Billboard’s dance club play
chart.

Music, it seems, does indeed make the
people come together. It can also make a dif-
ference in the lives of people who so desper-
ately need a ray of hope, as several contribut-
ing artists have indicated.

“When it comes to humanity, we are all
the same; we are all equal. In times of hard-
ship, if I can help anyone, I will,” says
Hogue, whose inspirational song “Dreamer”
closes the album. “God teaches us to love one
another. That’s it — it’s that simple. And
when you love, you heal. That’s what T
believe. I hope that many more people reach
out. Gay, straight, whatever! We are all
human and deserve respect and love.”

The Katrina CD can be purchased online
at Katrinacd.com or at Cactus Music &
Video. More outlets will be added in the
coming months, and Andreason plans to pro-
duce additional volumes — “as long as there
is a need,” he says.
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'? FL MALE UWEAR IS HOLDING A RAFFLE TO RAISE MONEY FOR CHARITY.
' X m F Tickets can be purchased at Male Uwear for only $1.00. All money raised will be donated to
BCBC's (Bayou City Boys Club) Red Ribbon Christmas Toy Drive.

Total Value of Bosket Over $300.00

THANKQYOUITXTREADERS
FTTEH[RE@B

B sl Throughoty For Tops & Bottoms... Get You Some At
The Hcllduy Seqson

2 MAL € UWEAR

20°% Off 5
E‘_ e 415 Westheimer #104 » Houston, TX 77006
. 713-527-8499 » www.maleuwear.com

Underwear Swimwe=aor Shirts lnungz cnlngne Jewelr}r iind More
Great Prices, Great Selectians, Fun Shapping
10om-7 pm — Teesdoy-Soturdoy * 11om-5pm — Sunday * Closed Mondoy
Gay Owned & Operated

Conlerts of "BIG RASKET" cornplinents of Moks Wleer, Sormasta Ristacands Edipse Surbeis Tonsing, ond Cressoner Gills,
S rules of Mole Uitlzer
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Thank
you,
Dallas!

KOREAN qgjg,g, Depeche Mode

Playing the Angel

& SUS#I 5#& Sire Records

Thank the techno heavens that Depeche Mode became uncool for a
decade. Without a period of wallowing in mediocrity, capped by the blasé CD
Exciterin 2001, Mode's invigorating comeback album, Playing the Angel,
might have been lost among current synth heavies from alterna-geeks like
The Killers or Franz Ferdinand. o )

But fear not: the Mode is back. Angel brims with an earnest, hip glee
and a natural, rolling pulse.

The album works as a single unit — a compliment considering the cur-
rent saturation of single-single wonders Even so, each track satisfies indi- =
vidually, especially the first single, “Precious,” which swells and ebbs dlscreetly, even hypnotlcally, until you find

_mted you're tappmg your eet.
But “Precious” is no fluke, The whole album delivers Moments of schmaltz rear up, as in the obvious “Lilian,” yet
without them, the CD could collapse That's a testament to Mode's talent and longevity.

-
H s le ale Depeche Mode was the original stadium-filling techno band, as parents remember well. With Angel, their kids are
SHShl Eﬂ‘d Drmk spfﬂﬂrﬂ about to realize why.

— Ryan Short
200/[] Uﬁ: The East Village Opera Company

The East Village Opera Company

E_Tp'm da-Ll Decca Records

No doubt some purists will be horrified by this collection of classical
operatic arias and overtures arranged for a rock audience. (I don't seemto |
- recall Puccini using a steel guitar in the original orchestrations for Turandot.)

wnw_koreana Eiﬂ!Eﬂ rch_com But for those who think La Boheme benefited — or at least didn’t suffer —
N N N from being reimagined as Rent, this could be a dream come true.

5 1 2 - a; 5 - 883 s The redux versions of Delibes’s “Flower Duet” from Lakme (ripe with its
leshian subtext), Bizet’s “Au font du temple saint” (with a woozy alt-rock O et e
121 96 " mu ac vibe, and “Habanera” with additional lyrics by its queer singer, AnnMarie
- p Milazzo) and Puccini’s “Un bel di” from Madama Butterfly offer intoxicatingly groovy variations on the staid world of
opera.
[ at Fa r me r Ln J The irony is, you probably have to be an opera fan to fully enjoy the disc, and fans are likely the ones most easily
nu T I “ scared away from its unconventionality. But the musicality is solid and for those interested in the classic sound with-
out the patience for its stuffiness, this is an ideal primer.

— Arnold Wayne Jones

For voting me _
cst Hairstylist”
if the 2006 Round Up Awards!

A Cut Above the Rest
Come visit mea at the State Thomas Salon!

214-953-1170

Madonna
Confessions on a Dance Floor

Warner Bros. Records

La M's latest disc is being hailed as her glorious return to glitterball
heaven, but any good gay boy know she never went away in the first place.
Madonna’s last album, 2003's American Life, was labeled a mainstream flop,
but its torrent of singles — “Hollywood,” “Love Profusion,” “Nobody Knows
Me,” the title track — all topped the club-play charts.

Confessions on a Dance Floor cuts a straight path from disc to disco
heaven, and it's even being offered in a 12-track continuous mix. Choice cuts
“Hung Up,” “Get Together,” “Sorry” and “Future Lovers” bleed effortlessly
into each other, and the beats come fast and hard. There are shades of
Donna Summer here, sprinkles of Kylie there, but in the end, Confessions is pure, essential Madonna. She offers a
defiant tribute in “I Love New York,” and contemplates the price of celebrity during “Let It Will Be” and “How High.”

Vocally, she’s never sounded so seductive, particularly during the intoxicating strains of “Forbidden Love” and the
electric vibe of “Jump.” Madonna closes with the tribal thrust of “Push,” a love letter to those who have made her a
better person; and “Like It or Not,” a rousing declaration of self-acceptance. Dance divas are a dime a dozen, but
Madonna’s rousing Confessions proves why she’s still worth her weight in gold, sequins and glitter.

Framee: Face a Fage

— Joey Guerra

Bernadette Peters

Sondheim Etc. Etc.
Angel

Though some may be reluctant to admit it, we all love a collection of
Broadway show tunes. And we especially love show tunes performed by leg-
endary Tony-winning vocal dy like Bemadette Peters. Sondheim Etc.
Etc. (a follow up to Sondheim Etc.), recorded live in December 1996 during a
solo performance by Peters at Carnegie Hall, is nothing short of a mesmeriz-
ing journey.

The 12-track disc kicks off (after an obligatory overture) with a bubbly
and entertaining medley of “We’re in the Money” and “Pennies from Heaven,”
shifts into torch song territory with “If You Were the Only Boy,” and manages to strike deeply emotional chords with

new store soon!

Andrew Lloyd Webber's “Unexpected Song” and a haunting rendition of John David Souther’s “Faithless Love.” As the

SAN.[A F[ [] F‘“ EAI. album’s title suggests, there are also a number of Sondheim favorites, including “Later” and “Children Will Listen.”
The disc concludes with a cheery “Have Yourself a Meny Little Christmas” sing-along, a fact that makes it the perfect
holiday gift for the closeted show tune lovers on your holiday list. And don't forget an extra copy for yourself.

MORTH AUSTIN: WESTLAKL HILLS: CINTRAL MLISTI —Scott Huffman

ARBOARETUM MARKET THE VIR ALOWES T AKE

GREAT HILLS TRAIL
512-241-2920
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Restaurants

Besl Brznkfost Spal:
Bost 74 Hour Restourmnt-
Best Brunch:

Besi Yepetosian:

Best Greek:

Best Chingse:

Best lralin:

Best Mexicon:

Best Thii:

Best Sushi;

Besl Pizzo:

Best Seofood:

Best Steakhouse:

Best Morgorito:

Best Burger:

Best Potio:

Best For People Wotching:
Mozt Romantic Restouront:
Best To Toke Fomsly:

Best Barheque:

Best Buffal:

Best Toke Qur:

Best (eosar Solod:

Best Fast Foad:

Best Coffes Howse:

Best New Resiouront:
Best Wit Staff:

Bars and Clubs
Bagt AB-Arpund Bor:

Best Leather:

Best Leshion:

Best Domce:

Best Cabaret,/ Piona;

Best Country Western:
Seiest Staff:

Kirby Lome Cofi
Koiz

Omletree

Vennie Heaven
Ahenian Grill

PF. Chang's

Fromk & Angia's
El Mercodo

Thos Passion

Swshi Saki

Mangia

Truludks

Texos Lond & Cotle (o
Baby Aloapufn’s
Hut's Haméurgers
{Tia] Chay's, Hule Hul
Whoe Foods
Romen’s

Shady Grove
Rudy's

Buffat Polocs
Flayers

Romen’s

Toco Deli

Litile City

Rocea's

Holo Hut

Raim

(hain Drive

Roinhow Catile Company
Okean Harry's

Ramen's

Ruinhow Cattle Company
foin

FriendBest Staff:

Best Off The Beoten Path
Best Hoppy Hour:

Bes! Morling:

Best Thema Hight:

Best Drog Show:

Best Club D)

Best Karnoke:

Best Affar Howrs:

Best Floce T Shoot Pool
Best Weekday Homgout:
Best Straight Bar;

Services

Best et Supply: Bark & Pumr

Best Pef Adapfion: Town Loke Animal Sheleer,
Best Vidzo Reatal; Topelenders

Besl Al Videa Remtok: Togulardars

Best Boolstore: Bookpeople

Best Furnshure: Four Hands

Best Ard Gollery: Art On 5th

Best Apporsh: Topelenders

Best Piaring, Tithao: Forbidden Fruit
Best Gift/Boutipue: Solo

Best Toy Stare [Adulf): Forbidden Fruit
Best Serond-hand Consignment: Top Drower

Besf Grocary: Whols Foads

Bet Computer/High Tech:  Bect Buy

Best Jowelry Store: The Menogeric
Best Heolih FoodNirfrifion: - Whole Foods

Best Leather Shop; The Leather Chest
Besi Liquor Siore: Twin Liuors

Bast Tux Rantal: M's Formal Woor
Best Athletic Apparel: Roosier Andrews
Best Cellwdar Service: Speint

Best huto Denlership: First TX Hondo
Beest Eyewanr,/ Optical: Sonila Fe Oplical
Bost Music Store: [henpa Dises
Best Hosel: Four Semsons
Best Bafthouse: Midterwm Spa

Best Hoir Sofon: Jackson Ruiz

Biesl Hodr Stylist: Ryon Carrall

Best Mossoge: Tomy Howord
Best Gym: Gokds Gym Downtown
Best Persanol Trainer: Gokds Gym

Best Dentisi; Michne! Lessner
Best Chiraproclor: Mary Bath Malar
Best Vererinarian: Susan Culp

Best Mechonic: Richmond Aufomative
Best Home Repoir: Hries Remedeling
Best Morigage Company: IK Morlgage

ROUND O AWARDY 1
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Rain

Chain Drive
Huln Hut

Rain

Charliz's Wednesdoy
(harliz's

Filty Rick
“Bout Time
Dican Harry's
‘Bout Time
‘Bowt Time
Dallas Mightclub

Best Bank: Wells Fargo
Best Insuronce: Agenty: Allstate — Mowrice Khollmon
Best Real Esiote Agency: Presidin Group Realfors
Besl Real Eslile Agant: Julie Helsan
Bust Trovel Agency- Trirvel Mosters
Best Airfine: Amesicon Airlines
Best Flarist: Enchanted Florist
Best Cosmetic Surgzon: Sergio . Mongi
Best Aportment Locator: A= dphs.
Bost Antornay: Jahn Butler
Best Phatogropher: Mork Lynch
Community
Best Fundroiser: Nestin Bobiist Women Christmos Show
Best GLET Activist: Batfie Hoylor
Best GLAT Drganization: Leshian Goy Rights Lobby Euasity Teas
Best Thing To Happen GLET:  Defeat of foster care bon
Warst Thing T Hoppan GLET.  Prapesilion 2
Best Locol Official: Brewster MoCrodken,
(ity Counil Place 5
Best Stote Official: Rep. Senfronia Thompson
Best Ploce OF Worship: MIC Busstin
Best Radins [ Ganeral): KGSR
Best GLET Fricndly Rodie: KOO
Best TV General: KXAN
Best GLBT Friendly TV AN
Places
Best Bed and Brekfost: Adom’s House B & 8
Best Weekend Getaway: New Braunfeks
Best Heighbarhead: Hyde Pork
Besl Pork: Tilker Park
Bost Bile,Walk Troil Town Loke
Best Tourist Desfination: Hippie: Hellow
Best Ploce To Meet Somebody: Litile City
Arts & Entertainment
Best Indie Film Theater: Mamo Droft Bouse
Best Locol Stope Produstion:  Keeping Ausfin Weird (Znch Scofth
Best Touring Stage Produchan: Stomp
Best Entartaingr [Drag): Somuone Riviaro
Best Entertainer {(rther): Heddo Lone
Best Museum: Ausfin Miseum 0f Art
Best Live Music Venue: The Backyord
Best Festiwal; Aystin City Limits
Best Lacal Sperts Team: Univarsity of Texes Leagharns
Best Towrst Destination: Hippic Hollow
Best GLBT Family Weh Se:  Out In Ausfin
Best GLOT Adult Web Site:  Goy.Com
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Best bralion:
Best Mexicon:
Best Thai:

Biest Sushi:

Begt Pizzo:

Best Senfood:
Best Steakhouse:

Best Morgorito:

Bist Burger:

Bex! Potio:

Best Far Peogls Wolching:

Wosd Rementic Restouronk:

Best To Toke Fomily;
Best Barheque:

Best Buffet:

Best Toke Dut;

Best Ceosar Salod;
Best Fast Foad:

Best (offee House:
Best New Restouront:
Best Wit Staff

Bars and Clubs

Best Al-firound Bor:
Best Leather:

Best Leshion:

Best Domee:

Best Cobares,/Fiono:
Best Country Western:
Senicst Stoff:
Friendicst Soaff:

Best OFF The Boien Porh;
Best Hoppy Hour:
Best Morfini:

Best Theme Night:

(ofé Brozil
Manita’s Aco v Allo
Cosmic (up (ofe
Fodi's

Steel

Vitta Ihalion
Glorin’s

Thi Hoodiz

Deep Sushi
(ompisi‘s
Pappadeaux

Bob's Stenk ond Chap House
Manica's Aces y Mlo
Hunky s

Hunlkys

IR’ bekeory

The Grope
Blnck-Eyed Pea
Sonny Eryan

Thoi Nipo

Entzi's

Ln Modeline

(ofé Express
Buli's

Buli's

Riviern

s

Dillos Eagle

Sue Ellen's

Threckmarton Mining Company
Bill’s Hideaway

Round-Up Saloon

Mickey's

(Tie] JR's, Reand-Up Soloan
(ropevine Bor

IR

Mexander's

Threckmorton Mining Compeny

Best Drag Show:
Best (ub DJ.:
Best Korooke:
Best After Hours:

Best Place To Shoot Poal:
Best Weekday Hangout:
Best Stroight Bor:

Services

Biasd Pal Supply:

Bost Par Adopiian:
Bost Video Rontol:
Bost Adult Video Rentol:
Bost Bookstore:

Bost Furniture:

Besi Art Gallery:

Best Apporek:

Best Piercing, Totton:
Best Gift/Boutigue:
Besi Toy Store [Adult);

Best Seond-band Consignment:

Best Grocery:

Besi Antigues Shop;

Best Compuler High Tech:
Biesd Juwslry Shara:

oot Huolth Food Murritian:
Bast Leathar Shop:

Bust Liguor Store:

Boot Tux Rentod:

Bost Arhlosic Apporel:
Bost Cellubar Service:
Best Auto Dealership:
Best Eyewear,/ Opficol:
Besi Music Siore:

Besd Hotel:

Best Bothhouse:

Best Hoir Solon:

Best Huir Shylisk:

Besi Mossage:

Best Gym;

Bes! Parsonnl Trainer:
Basd Taneing Salon:

Bast Madical Proclitionar:
Bast Dendisr:

Bost Chiroprocior:

Bost Veterinarian:

Eest Mechanic:

Bost Home Repoir:

Best Morigoge Compony:

ROUND 0P AWARDS 2006

The Rese Room
Taler Tt ol Throdkmarden Wining (ompany
Round-Up Seboon

Throckmorton Mining Compory
Round-Up Sedaon

Hidden Door

Gropevine Bor

Petsinort

SPCA of Tanas

Topelenders

Ahermofives at Mew Fine Arfs
(rossronds Marlcet

IKEA

Goss Gallery

Dutlimes

Dbsturities

0ff The Siresi

Condom Sense

IIpszale Resale

Kroger

Lulo B's

Baple Stare

ICE House

Whaols Foeds

Shodes Of Gray

boody Goady

Mscor Tuedo

Luke's Locker

[Tie] Sorin, Cingubar

John Englz Hondo

Imoge Eve Weor

Tower Records

Hotel Zoza

(lud Dallos

(Tie) Swperosts, Ten Clipz
Gary Walden ot Siate-Thomos Salan
Poul Wolker, Rebaxntion By Design
Perlermance Playgroumd
Brian Hall

Banthes

Jiime Virsquaz

ABzn Mosdgen

Doug Kirkpaorick

(hip Cannon, City Yet

T Smith ot Caeistion Eros. Automotive
Don Beeler

Shelter Mortgage

il

Best Bonk: Wells Forgo

Best Insuronce Agency: Stovie Graves Insurance Agency

Bost Rool Essors Agancy: Moster Realears

Bost Rool Estore Agent: Loy Mosters

Bast Travel Agancy: Pride Travel

Bast Airlirse: American Sirlines

Bast Flosisl: Bichop &rs Flasal

Bast Cermaglic Surgeon: Dovid Martin

Bast Aporiment Locoiar: Prompwe

Bisk AHorney: Cynihia i

Best Photogropher; Shown Northoutt

Community

Bl Fundraiser: Black Tia Dinnar

Best GLET Activis: Sieve Alkinsan

Best GLET Qrgomizodion: HRC

Best Thing To Heppen GLAT.  Worth Texns GLBT
Chomber of (ommerce

Warst Thing To Heppen GLAT:  Proposifion 2

Best Local Officiol: Ed Dokley

Best Senfe Official- Rofeal Anchia

Best Place 04 Worship; Cathedral OF Hope

Best Rodio {Genaral): KERA 90.1

Best GLET Friendly Rodio: ~~ KDGE 1021

Best TV Generol : WAL ABC B

Beest GLET Friendhy TV- Logo

Places

Best Bed ond Breakfast - {Tie] Daisy Polk lan, Lockhort Gables

Best Weekend Getowny: Hurstim

Best Meighborhond: Kessler Pork

Best Park: White Rock Loke

Best Bike Wolk Trail: Katy Trail

Best Tourist Destinotion: Hosher Sculpture Center

Best Ploce To Meet Somebody;  JR's

Arts & Entertainment

Best Indiz Film Thenire: Angelikn Film Center

Best Local Stoge Production:  Sowthern Bopfist Sissics (Upsown Ployers)

Beest Touring Stege Production:  Widked

Best Entorniner { Drog): Cossie Novo

Best Enfertainer {Other): Denise Loe

Bast Musaom: Wosher Seulghare Center

Bocr Live Mosic Venup: Smimoff Music Centre

Bast Factivol: Holloween On Cedor Springs

Bast Local Sports Tanm: Moveritks

Bast GLAT Family Wab Site: Dol Vaice

Bast GLAT Adult Wb Sites  Marthunt Mgt

22
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Best Sushi:

Best Pizzo:

Best Senfood:

Best Steakhouse:

Best Morgorito:

Best Burger:

Best Podio:

Besl Far Peogla Wolching:

Mast Romantic Reslowronl:

Best To Take Fonidy:
Best Barheque:
Best Buffet:

Best Toka Dut;

Best Ceosar Salod;
Best Fast Foad:

Best Coffee Howse:
Best Wit Staff:

Bars and Clubs

Best l-Around Bor:

Best Leather:

Best Leshion;

Best Domce:

Best Cownfry Westerm:
Semiest Stoft

Friendbest Skaff:

Best 0Ff The Beoten Poth:
Best Hoppy Hour:

Baby Bornoby's
Hause OF Pies
Baba Yega
Baba Yegn

Niko Niko's
Halhywood
(orrobbo’s
(ofe Adobe

Wit Hoi

(ofe Japon

Sear Fizzo
Pappadeaux
Vic & Anthany's
(ofe Adehe
Barmaby's
Buba Yego
Gulleria
Mark's

Linle Pogipesile’s

Goade & Company

Moddin Mediterronsan Catsine
Barmahy's

Lo Modeleine

Whetnhurger

Starbucks

Barmaby's

IR's - Houston
Ripoerd

(hanees

South Beath

Brozos River Botiom
South Beath

IRs

El's

IR's - Houston

Best Martini:

Best Theme Night:

Best Drag Show:

Best Club Dj:

Best Korooke:

Best After Hours:

Best Place To Shoot Pool:
Best Weekdoy Hangous:
Best Stroight Baor:

Services

Best Pet Supply:

Best Pet Adoption:
Best Video Rensal:
Best Adutt Video Rental:
Besr Booksare:

Best Furmiture:

Berst Art Gollary:

Basst Apparal:

Basst Prarring Tantoe:
Bast Gifl/Boulique:
Basl Tory Store [Adull):

Besd Second-homed Corsignment;

Best Grocery:

Best Anfique Shop:

Best Computer,High Tech:
Best Jewelry Store:

Best Health Fond,Hufrition:
Best Lenther Shop:

Best Liquor Store:

Best Tux Rental:

Best Athletic Apparek
Best Celfulor Service:
Best Aufo Denfership:
Best Eyeweor Opfical:
Best Mausic Store:

Best Hatel:

Best Bothhause:

Best Hair Salon:

Besst Hair Snylist:

Berst Massoge:

Basst Gy

Berst Parsonal Troinar:
Basst Timutingy Sarben:

Bersl Medicod Prociilioner:
Bersl Denlisl:

Best Chiraprackar;

Besl Vederinorion;

ROUND OP AWARD

Metear

IR's Wednesday
IR's

10 Armold

I's

South Beach
Slack Willie's
IR's

Dern

Petsmart

SPCA of Texos
Hollywood Supercenter
(Video

Holhywood Supercenter
Gallery Furninure
Baring & lamas

Mole Uwaor

Show's Tanos Studsa
Crossovar Gifiz
Emﬁ"a

Bulfalo Exchange
Kroger

Antigues On Kinedeenth
Besi Buy

1. W, Marks

Housten Boyers Chob
Bluck Howk Lenther
Spec’s

A5 Formal Wear
Arndemy

Cingulor

De Mondrond
Specbacles
Soundwaves

Hotel Derck

(b Houston

Etheria Salon & Doy Spa

Abyson Boss-White

Bred Brandy, Sumsot Bodywarks

Fitness Bxchange
(onch Kimmig
Eefipse

Putrick McHomona
Bruca Smith
William Lestar
Mantross Vet Clinic

Best Mechanic:

Best Morfgoge Compaony:
Besi Bonk:

Best Insuronce Agency:
Best Real Esinte Agency:
Best Real Estofe Agent:
Best Trovel Agency:

Best Airling:

Biost Florist:

Best Cosmefic Sorgean:
Bost Apartment Locotor:
Bost Aromey:

Best Photogropher:

Community

Best Fundraiser:
Bost GLBT Activist:
Bost GLAT Organization:

Bust Thing To Happan GLAT:
Waorgt Thing Te Happen GLAT:

Bast Local Officink

Bast Siota Officiok

Bist Plocs O Warship:
Besi Rodio [Generoll;
Besd GLAT Friandly Rodin:
Besi TV Generok:

Best GLAT Frisndly TV:

Places

Besd Bed ond Breokfoss:
Best Weekend Getowny;
Best Meighborhood;
Best Pork;

Bes? Bike Wolk Trail
Best Tourist Desfination:

TR

Horvey Jenkins, Sooner Auka
Lighthouse Martgogs Consultants
Weshingtan Mutuol

Stafe Form Insuronce

Suzomne Anderson Properfies
Donny Plenson, Korpas Properfies
(oncierge Travel

Contingntol Airlines

Leatis. Flarist

Dr. David Lueicke

Tirey Counts

Jarmy Simanooux

Dovvid Lawis

Bayou Gty Boys Gub Jungle Porty
Chriz Bown

Baryou City Boys Chub
Fride Porode
Froposition 2

Aninizs Parkar
Sanfrenio Thempsan
Resurreclion MCC
1041 KREE

KPRT 50.1

KPRC Chennnel 2
KPRC Chonnael 2

The Lovalt Inn
Harsfin
Montrose
Memorial Pork
Memorial Park
Golferin

Best Plocs To Meet Somebody: Storbucks

Arts & Entertainment

Best Indie Fim Theoter:
Best Local Sdoge Preduction:

Besi Touring Stage Production:

Best Entertomer (Drogl:
Besi Entertoiner [Diher:)
Best Muszum:

Best Festival -

Best Local Sports Teom:
Best GLBT Family Web Site:
Best GLBT Adult Web Site:

River Doks

Honky Tonk Angels [Stoges Reperury)
Maden

Kafi

(hristing Ress

Miseum OF Hotural Scence

Pride Houston

Howstaon Astros

(wt.Com

Monhung Net
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Restaurants

Best Bremkfost Spoi;

Best 24 Hour Restourant;
Best Brimeh:

Best Vegetarion:

Best Greek-

Best (hinese:

Best Halion:

Best Mexican:

Best Thai:

Best Sushic

Best P

Best Seafood:

Best Sseolchouse:

Best Margarita:

Bast Burger:

Bast Pafia:

Bast For Paople Warching:
Mest Romantic Restaurant:
Basst T Tk Faenily:
Bt Borbague:

Best Buffei;

Bast Take Dut-

Best Ceasor Sobad:

Best Fost Food;

Best Caffes House;

Best New Restaurant;
Best Wnit Sioff;

Bars and Clubs
Best All-Around Bar:

Best Lenther:

Best Leshion:

Best Dance:

Biest Caboret, Fiano:

Best Country Western:

Lohu's

Mi Terro
Modhotters
Gini's

Jubin The Greek
hsin West
Coparelli’s

Los Bowwios
Thai Kstchen
Samuroi Sushi
Coliformio Fizzn
Saq Isdand
Litthz Red Bom
Chocha's

Chris Madrid's
Lo Fonda
Riverwalk
Pindti's
Rivarwalk
Ruty's

Chirn San
Lucky Burger
Timo's

H Pallo Loco
Condlelight
Timo's

Jim's

The Sain

Eagle

Bermudn Triangle
Heot

015

Satver Dollar

ROUND 0P AWARDS 2006

BEST OF SAN ANTON

Sexiest Soft Heat

Friendiest Staff: Soint

Best OFf The-Beaten-Poth Bor: 2015

Best Hoppy Hour: Annex

Best Morting: Swigs

Best Theme Might: Snint

Best Drog Show: Snint

Beo DJ: 0J Ganza/Hear
Best Karaoke: Fegosms

Best After Houwrs: Heat

Best Floes To Shoot Poal: Pegosus

Beet Woekdey Homgour: Rnnex

Best Stroight Bar: Flianet Beer-Rio
Services

Bust Pat Sopphy: Finrique

Best Pat Adaption: Bewar Co. Humane Sociaty
Best Video Reatel: Blackhuster

Besl Adult Videa Rentok: Encora Viden

Best Bakslors: Barders Boaks, Mus, Topes
Best Furnityra; John Williom Infesiars
Besd Ard Eu"eql; Blue Star

Best dpporet: Jive

Best Piercing, Totton: Honest Chordie
Best Gift Boufique; On Minin/ O Main
Best Toy Stare [Aduls); G Spot

Best Second Hond Comsigement:The Green Door
Best Grocery: Cenfral Market
Best Computer High Tecr: ~ dpple Store

Best Jewelry Store: Pat Gerin

Besi Heafth Food Hutrifion:  Sum Horvest

Best Leather Shop: Leathermosters
Best Liguor Store: Northridpe

Best Tux Rentok M's Formal Weor
Best Athletic Apparel: Acodemy

Best Cellifar Service: T-Mokile

Best fute Dealership: (ovender Codilloc
Best Eyewear,/ Opfinal: Tody's Visian
Bust Music Store: Hug Wild

Best Bed Breakfosr: Fainsed Lady Inn
Bast Weekond Gataway: Kustin

Best Nuighbarhoad: Manta Vst

Besl Pork: MeAllistar Park
Bet Bike Wolk Troi: Medllizter Fark
Bext Hodal: St. Anthany Hatel
Best Bathhouse: Wiernotive Clubs
Best Hoir Sedon: Amesicano Conales

Best Huir Stylist:

John Tamarripa

Best Massoge: Edwrrd Rodrigues

Best Gym: Golds

Best Personal Troiner: Tom Pasemante

Best Medicn! Pracifioner: James Bromiley

Best Denfist: Spencer Wyrick DDS
Best Chiropractar: Courtney Orwen

Best Veserinarion: Gary Sortor DVM

Best Mechomic: Rhine West

Best Home Repair: Mes. Fi [t

Best Mortgage Company: Wells Farga

Bast Band: Wells Farga

Best Insurancea Agency: Fanmers

Best Ranl Estala Agency: Kaller Willizms

Bes! Raol Estale Agesl: Roely Rics

Bessl Mirline: Southwest irlimes

Bes! Flarist; Alome Plants & Peiols
Besl Altarnay: William (Eill) Goadman
Best Photographer; Angeln Borfeks
Community

Best Fundroiser: Sizzle,/ACMC

Best GLET Activisk Daniz! Gainzy

Best GLET Orgonizafion: Alomuo Gty Men's Chorale
Best Thing To Hoppen GLET-  Wedding Cake Liberation Front
Worst Thing To Hoppen GLET-  Propesifian 2

Best Locol Oficial: Henn Guajordo

Best State Offical: Mike Villarreol

Best Phace Of Worship: Madisan Sqeare Preshyterion
Best Rodio General: JAM 941

Best GLET Frieadly Rodsa: Jam 94.1

Best TV {General): KSAT

Best GLET Friendby TV: Erovo

Arts & Entertainment

Best [ndiz Film Theotar:
Best Locel Stoge Production:

Bijou
bypsy

Best Touring Stoga Production: Mommo i

Basl Endartainer (Drog): Janiy MeCall

Bessl Endertaingr {Dher): Michaal B.

Best Murspuem: San Antonio Museam OF Arl
Bes! Live Music Venue: Jazz Festivol

Best Fesfival: Gay Fiestn

Best Local Sparts Team: Spurs

Best Tourist Destinofion; Riverwodk

Best GLET Fomily Web Site: ~ Out In Son Anfonio

Best GLET Adult Web Site:  Mankhwnt et

Best Place To Meed Somebody:  Candlelight Coffechowse
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By Steven Lindsey

oral dilemma: You find a
hot, young homeless man
living on the beach, pro-
tecting the eggs of sea tur-
tles. Do you have sex with
him there or take him
home with you instead?

Alas, this isn’t one of those movies.
Despite the pornographic potential and utter
dreaminess of star Kip Pardue, the film does-
n’t fulfill any fantasies, but rather portrays a
love triangle of sorts between a son, his birth
mother and the mother who raised him. (And
of course, it’s notthat kind of triangle,
either.)

Pardue stars as Mark, the turtle-saving
drifter taken in by local motel owner George
(Michael Kelly), who finds him attractive.
Across the state, Grace (Bonnie Hunt)
decides to search for her son after years of

ON SCREEN

Brokehack Mountain

Written by Larry McMurtry and Diana Ossana.

Directed by Ang Lee. With Heath Ledger and Jake
Gyllenhaal.

Rated R. Running Time: 134 min

Opens wide Dec. 16.

Loggerheads

Written and directed by Tim Kirkman. With Tess
Harper, Bonnie Hunt, Michael Kelly, Kip Pardue
and Chris Sarandon

Not rated. Running Time: 95 minutes.

Opens today at the Angelika Film Center in Dallas.

Coming out
of their shells

Loggerheads uses turtles as metaphor

speculation and regret. Meanwhile, his adop-
tive parents — a conservative minister (Chris
Sarandon) and his wife (Tess Harper) —
cope with the estrangement from Mark, who
ran away after they disapproved of his homo-
sexuality.

As these stories unfold and the people
grow closer to intersecting, the sorrow that
inevitably accompanies unconditional love
becomes overwhelming.

Pardue gives a good performance in one
of his meatier film roles, but it’s the mothers
who shine. Hunt, as always, is brilliant.
Equally skilled at drama and comedy, the
actress never gets the recognition she
deserves. Harper also makes the most of her
role and brings depth to a character who
could be a one-dimensional religious fanatic.
If there’s one thing writer Tim Kirkman does
extraordinarily well, it’s creating complex,
layered characters capable of often unexpect-
ed compassion.

Loggerheads is slow and methodical,
which may translate to boredom for some
moviegoers, but its message is more than
worthwhile — and the scenery’s not bad,
either.

Homo on the range

I've never been much of a camper, but then again,
Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal weren’t my tentmates.
In Brokeback Mountain, the two young actors take on the
challenging and vulnerable roles of cowboys who become
lovers among the desolate and picturesque vistas of
Wyoming during 1963. Despite the obvious obstacles, the
men conduct a clandestine relationship through periodic
“hunting trips” away from their families.

Director Ang Lee, working from an adaptation of a
short story from Annie Proulx, has created an epic motion
picture about the power of love and the tragedy of sepa-
ration. The chemistry between the stars is intense and
tender. The relationship is so believable and relatable for
any gay person who's ever kept his or her sexuality a
secret that the film's underlying sadness resonates loud-
ly.

But while the kissing and brief nudity may be getting
everyone’s attention, the performances of Ledger and
Gyllenhaal, as well as terrific turns from Anne Hathaway
and Michelle Williams as their well-aware wives, are the
compelling reason to rush to see this monumental
achievement.

Brokeback Mountain isn't likely to enlighten conser-
vatives, but it is guaranteed to make gay viewers appre-
ciate how far we've come — and how much we have to
lose.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer

—
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Soapsuds by Finola Hughes and Digby Diehl
(Ballantine, 384 pages, $23.95)

tis too easy to get involved in watch-
ing soaps. The first day, you figure
you’re only going to watch for a
minute. The second day, you just want
to check in to see if that nasty character
got her comeuppance. The third day,
you need to find out if those two cuties
ever hooked up. By the fourth day, you’re
hooked.

Reading Soapsuds is just like that — three
or four pages in, and you’re a fan.

London stage actress Kate McPhee has
just landed a job on daytime’s Live for
Tomorrow. Kate left a broken heart, a cheat-
ing boyfriend and a lying best friend back
home, and she has no intention of returning.

Kate’s TV character, Detective Devon
Merrick, is a car-accident survivor who nar-
rowly missed being murdered and is now pur-
sued by several men and a cult of blood-
thirsty, vicious vampires. Because Devon is
gay, everyone thinks that Kate is, too, which

Clean

sweep

further complicates her
life. In fact, Kate’s life
is getting more and
more like a — well, a
soap opera.

Hope Canyon, the
| fictional setting for
Live for Tomorrow, is
populated by a strange
group of characters, but
they’re nothing com-
pared to the real people
who work on the show. Meredith Contini is
the grand diva who joined the show 30-plus
years ago and whose character is still thirty-
something, although Daphne del Valle, the
show’s producer, wants to change that. The
town’s resident doctor is always drunk, so he
uses sticky notes to remind him of his lines.
There are several Barbie-doll look-a-likes on
the set, too, each one more clueless than the
last.

Everyone gossips about everyone else.
Eavesdropping is an everyday occurrence.
And now Kate has a handsome new co-star

Finola Hughes

soapsuds

AnoL

on the set, and she’s smitten but he’s married.
Will Kate ever find true love? Tune in tomor-
row.

Emmy-winning actress Finola Hughes
used to be on General Hospital and All My
Children,and fans of either of those shows
are going to have a great time trying to figure
out who the thinly-disguised characters are in
Soapsuds. You’ll no doubt wonder how much
is real and how much is fiction. Either way,
Soapsuds will made you laugh out loud.

Chore Whore: Adventures of a Celebrity
Assistant by Heather H. Howard
(HarperCollins, 304 pages, $23.95)

You think you have a bad job — the
hours are awful, the tasks are boring, the boss
is an idiot, customers have no clue and the
pay is low.

Well, things could be worse. You could
have a spoiled Hollywood star as an employ-
er. Read Chore Whore and you’ll never com-
plain about your boss again.

It’s Christmastime, and Cornelia “Corki”
Brown is trying to find a perfect gift for
Steven Spielberg’s birthday. While nothing
has to be expensive, gifts to Steven usually
are. More important, they need to be memo-
rable. Corki’s clients, some of the biggest in
Hollywood, want her to really surprise
Spielberg for them, so they send her to L.A.’s
most exclusive stores. Such is the life of a
chore whore.

Jock Straupman, one of Corki’s clients, is
a major star. Women come and go through
Jock’s house almost weekly, and Jock pays
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Corki to break up with
them. He also pays her
to arrange his mail
pick-up, clean his guns
and buy his food.

Lucy Bennett, a
two-time Academy
Award-winning
actress, thinks of Corki
§ ... | as part of the family —

Aot of
Celebrity Personal Assistant

etter . Hovard | that part that cooks for

Lucy’s dinner parties
and schedules vehicle maintenance for her,
that is. But Corki doesn’t mind. Lucy pays
her well to do these things, and with Lucy
around, it’s easy to get a table in some of the
better restaurants.

By working nearly around the clock,
Corki makes just enough money to pay the
mortgage and raise her son. Then the new
year arrives, and with it, a wedding, a scan-
dal, a blackmail scheme and one celebrity
assistant who’s tired of it all.

True story or just a novel? Author Heather
H. Howard was a real-life celebrity assistant
for many years, which leaves you wondering
how much of Corki’s tale really happened
and how much is fiction. This book is filled
with juicy, gossipy insider-type stories that
seemed rather thinly-disguised, and more fact
than fiction. Most of Hollywood is probably
busy trying to figure out who’s who.

If you’ve ever been tempted to browse
through a tabloid magazine in the check-out
line at the grocery store, you must read this
book. Chore Whore is scandalous, fun and
definitely not a chore to read.

/
Nas

beauty bar
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By Arnold Wayne Jones

Austin city limits

The state capital gets into the spirit of the

holidays with music and camp appeal

veryone knows Austin is a weird
city — it could officially change
its name to Funkytown and
barely raise an eyebrow outside
the Capitol. And hip places tend
to do hip things for the holidays.
After all, what could be campier
than a time of year when fat men wear red
velvet, adults don reindeer antlers and jingle
bells are attached to everything as far as the
eye can see?

Gay Austin gets into the spirit of the holi-
days with a number of entertainment events
that aren’t just weird — they’re queer.

Although the 17th annual holiday concert
from the Capital City Men’s Chorus takes
place at a Christian church, it combines songs

from different seasonal traditions, including
Hannukah and non-denominational Yule-tide
standards.

Many Austinites are familiar with the
monthly La Cage: Vegas in Austin fundrais-
ing drag show, but for December the delight-
ful divas have conjured up a whole new spec-
tacle. The slate of female impersonators —
including illusions of Liza, Diana, Dionne
and Whitney — will be joined by
Flaming Desire, a male a cappella quar-
tet based in Austin. Proceeds benefit
Project Transitions.

For 20 years, the Austin Babtist
‘Women haven’t been about illu-
sion — they’ve been about camp.
For their landmark anniversary,
the gals present the Very Pink
Christmas variety show.

Garry Holley, the only one
of the original four members
still performing,
says it all started

as a lark. “We dressed up like old ladies for
fun — don’t ask me why — and we’ve been
doing it ever since,” he says. A few times,
Holley thought about retiring the show, but
the needs of charity groups around town have
kept it going — ABW have helped raise “just
shy of $6 million for charity,” Holley says.
This year’s show is a benefit for the
Breast Cancer Resource Center of Austin.
There’s no cover, but donations are accepted,
and there will be a live auction in addition to

ON STAGE

Capital City Men’s Chorus Holiday Concert, Central
Christian Church, 1110 Guadalupe St., Austin. Sat. at
8 p.m. and Sun. at 4 p.m. $15-$18. 512-477-SING.

La Cage: Vegas in Austin, The Cockpit Club, 113 San
Jacinto St., Austin. Sun. at 8:30 p.m. $5 donation
requested. 214-457-8010.

A Very Pink Christmas: Austin Babtist Women’s 20th
Holiday Spectacular Show, Rainbow Cattle Company,
305 W. 5th St., Austin. Dec. 18 at 7:45 p.m. Free.
Babtistwomen.com.

The Santaland Diariesand Rockin’ Christmas Party,
Zach Scott Theatre Center, 1510 Toomey Road, Austin.
Santaland through Jan. 8; Partythrough

Jan. 1. $28-$38. 512-476-0541, ext.1.

the live entertainment.
For more careful scripted fun, the
Zach Scott Theatre dusts off two
beloved shows. The Santaland
Diaries is the stage adaptation of gay
writer David Sedaris’s humiliating
stint playing an elf at Macy’s one
lean year. And Dave Steakley,
Zach’s artistic guru, revives his
Rockin’ Christmas Party
musical revue.
E-mail: Amold@txtnewsmag.com
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Hormne Health Care, Inc.
415 Westheimer
Suite 207
Houston, Texas 770056
Phone: (713) 520-9997
Fax: (713) 320-9996

Hueane Heolth Aides » Physical Tharapy
Speech Therapy # Sitter Care

CARING in 1he coimunity we work and liva in,

7EBRAZED

1808 N.'Main Ave. = 210-472-2800
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HUMOR WITHOUT HUMILIATION

ADNATEL AFTNOTK
amil Sereen printiny

k MATIOWAL RETHORER

Christmas Bazaar

December 10=24 « | lam=11 pm
Austin Music Hall
Ird & Nueces, Downtown = 5 Blocks West of Congress
Fine Art = Extraordinary Gifts = Live Music Nighty
447-1605 = armadillobazaar.com
Admission: $5 Evenings & Weekends
13 Weekdays before Tpm

Music & Art Keep Austin Cool

Live
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