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San Francisco
man may have
died during
valiant struggle
with hijackers

powerful blip hit gay-

dars across the nation

last week as news
accounts surfaced of a 31-year-
old San Francisco man who
may have joined fellow passen-
gers in a valiant battle with
hijackers of United Airlines
flight 93, which crashed in a
Pennsylvania field on its way to
a presumed target in the
Washington, D.C. area. As his
mother described a final, ten-
der, moving cell-phone conver-
sation with Mark Bingham, tel-
evision screens were filled with
images of the strapping, 6-5”
San Francisco rugby player who
owned a public relations firm
and traveled frequently between
his home city and New York.

The assumptions about
Bingham were quickly con-
firmed as friends stepped for-
ward to acknowledge that he
was gay — and that they’re con-
vinced he was the kind of man
who would have joined fellow
passengers in mounting a hero-
ic attack against the terrorists
who took over the plane.

As this issue of Qtexas goes
to press, the plane’s cockpit
voice recorder had just been
located and returned to
Washington  for  analysis.
(Federal law, by the way, forbids
the release of transcripts of the
voice recorders, but after crash-
es their contents are frequently
summarized by investigators.)
What authorities have said so
far is that a struggle between

“Please make thefm a parking lot as soon as pos-

sible.”

— Superstar Michael Jackson, in an e-mail to the

erican hero

some passengers and the
hijackers almost certainly broke
out, and is the most likely
explanation for the fact that the
plane went down in a rural field
rather than hitting targets that
may have included the White
House or the U.S. Capitol.

The gay sperts-related Web
site Qutsports.com was the first
to publish the news of
Bingham’s sexual orientation
and his likely heroism.
Bingham “would have been in
on the action,” wrote the site’s
co-founders, Jim Buzinski and
Cyd Zeigler Jr., who were
acquaintances of Bingham’s.

The dead man’s aunt told a
California newspaper, “You'd
have to know Mark. He was no
wallflower, no pushover. He
wasn’t the kind of guy to be

pushed around. So I'm sure he
and the others did something to
stop this.”

His mother added in an
interview with The Associated
Press, “This was the only flight
of the four that did not reach its
target ... and that gives us rea-
son to believe that perhaps
Mark was able to help save the
lives of people on the ground.”

The passengers who fought
the hijackers undoubtedly
saved countless lives in the face
of their own certain doom. But
it’s also almost certain that they
averted an attack on a precious
American symbol like the
Capitol or White House.

Pennsylvania Senators Arlen
Spector and Rick Santorum
reportedly have started a move-
ment to have the Presidential
Medal of Freedom bestowed on
Bingham and his fellow passen-
gers for their bravery during the
flight. The Presidential Medal
of Freedom is the highest honor
the nation can bestow on a
civilian.

Outsports columnist Charlie
in the Trees added these moving
remarks on the site’s discussion
board:

That plane was definitely
headed to a fourth target. From
the flight path, it’s clear it was
headed to D.C. Maybe the White
House. Maybe the Capitol. Maybe
Air Force One. If that plane had
crashed into one of those sites,
the foundations of our govern-
ment would have been shaken.

“It really was awesome that she took time out.”

— A male fan responding to the moment of

White House advising President Bush on how to

respond to the terrorist groups that attacked the

“We'll do a lot more Viagra jokes for a while.”

— Tonight host Jay Leno on how he would han-

dle the terrorist bombings once regular network

U.S.

silence during a Madonna concert two days

after the terrorist attacks

“We will not dignify the Falwell-Robertson

remarks with a comment.”

programming resumed earlier this week
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— ACLU spokesman, on statements by religious
right leaders Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson
blaming the ACLU, gays and other liberal

groups for the terrorist disaster







































































































