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chat

When reporting hundreds or even thousands of facts 0

a daily basis, you can't complain too loudly when the
media gets something wrong. But The Associated Press has plen-
ty of egg on its face after a foul-up last week, when the venerable
wire service incorrectly reported the death of gay playwright and
AIDS activist Larry Kramer.

The AP reported on December 27 that Kramer, 66, had died
after a liver transplant at the University of Pittsburgh Medi
Center.

In fact, he had only been moved out of intensive care after
successful operation. His condition was upgraded to fair.

There's one wire-service employee out of a job.
Not that some of the subjects of

Kramer's caustic barbs haven't some-
times wished the New York gadfly
was dead. But we're happy to say
that as of this writing (just before
New Year's), Kramer is still very
much with us. After Jhe
hour transplant on
Eve, doctors said
doing as well as
expected after su
surgery.

Kramer, whos
infection has be
known for
required the tra
not because of

"I have total respect for both of those ladies.
Although I think I would get better wigs."

- Madonna, on Cher and Tina Turner

"I feel really sorry for her, but I don't think it's
what she does that has made her feel unhappy. I
think sometimes it's something personal. Maybe

she takes herself too seriously. A lot of stars
believe their own hype and actually think
they're some kind of goddess."

- Britney Spears on Mariah Carey

"All of my friends, all of my dancers, are
gay, and I love them. They're my best friends ..
. . I probably talk to them more than I do my
girlfriends."

- Britney Spears, to The Toronto Sun
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"As an actor, Sir Nigel Hawthorne did more
than any politician to open a window on
Whitehall. What a lot of people thought was
meant to be humorous was horribly near the
truth."

- Liberal Demorat spokesman Nick Harvey on
gay actor Hawthorne's role as a scheming

bureaucrat on the BBC series, Yes, Minister.
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"The writer-producers are committed to this story-
line in a long-term way."

- E.R.'s Laura Innes on her character's lesbian
turn

-I



"There's the actor who will come up to you at a
Hollywood party and say, 'Ian' - as
you're about to give them a big wet
kiss - 'I'm not gay in l.A.' Some
people assume that if you come
to their party, meet their
boyfriend and the boyfriend's
boyfriend and the ex-
boyfriends and all the other
men there - and then you're
asked about having visited that
famous person, you are expect-
ed to lie to the press. It's very
hard."
- Gay actor Sir Ian McKellen on his

disgust with filmtown closet cases,
to The Advocate
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stream the resulting images to
your computer screen. Your little
computer's main mission will be
to stay online. This computer -
or "computer alliance" - will
come more to resemble your tele-
phone or television: a passive
device that receives, responds and
displays.

"The more things change, the
more they stay the same." Twenty-
five years ago, when PC only con-
cerned politics and CD was some-
thing you got at a bank, comput-
ers lived in the back rooms, and
the monitors - "dumb termi-
nals" - were connected to them.
Every keystroke at the terminal
was processed in that back room,
and when the computer went
down, the screen froze and you
lost everything you had been
working on. We progressed and
got gradually "smarter" terminals
that could store in limited memo-
ry the data they displayed on their
screens. PCs came along and
promised to liberate us from
mainframe tyranny.

Think of the current drive
behind Microsoft.NET and its ilk
as something similar but in
reverse motion .. Here's the idea.
You won't buy software anymore,
you'll lease it. (Or subscribe to it
- that's Microsoft's preferred ter-
minology.) There's some good
here. Software debugging and
upgrades will be done by some-
one else. No rushing to Office
Depot to grab the newest version
of MS Office or Turbo Tax. No
more high-tech anxiety because
you forgot to back up Quicken
and a virus wiped your hard drive
clean.

Your computer will have a sim-
pler design, be smaller and more
portable. There will be less elec-
tronic stuff inside to cause it to
crash. You won't have to take a
course to learn how to use it. Just
push buttons - again, like a tele-
phone.

But we're control freaks, too.
Most of us took the courses,
learned to use PCs and are gener-
ally content with what we've got.
And the dot-NET initiatives, at
least for us consumers, means we
trade off control for the sake of
convenience and the "next best
thing." We also trade off some pri-
vacy.

Some of this is already happen-
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ing. Those "smart" updates -
whether Windows, Netscape, or
Real Player - are ways to allow
another computer to come in and
examine your machine, retrieve
data about it and you, make
changes, install software, and do
this without asking for your
explicit permission.

WindowsXP takes everything
up a big notch. It's vastly more
Internet-aware. New users are
pestered into joining Microsoft's
Passport service, upgrading
Windows with a patch for a prob-
lem they will never experience, or
sending Microsoft reports over
the Net every time an application
crashes. (Does anyone really take
the time to send Microsoft a
report on why Windows doesn't
work? Isn't that what they are
supposed to do for us?)

Granted, this is a simplified
view of the dot-NET movement.
What we consumers see is the tip
of the iceberg. There is a huge
push among software developers
and programmers who must
rewrite or recreate applications
for Web-based use. The basic cod-
ing languages they use are under-
going a transformation. This all
drives the economics of the high-
tech industry, as well as its inter-
nal politics. I have tried to sketch
out some broad outlines of how
this could affect personal comput-
ing.

The downside to all of this is
obvious: We consumers - busi-
nesses even more - have invest-
ed a lot of money on what we
have already. We bought the com-
puters, we bought the software,
and the MP-3 players and the
Palm Pilots, or PDAs. It's a lot of
trouble to sync all of these
devices. But it's our trouble. We
certainly paid for it.

Have a question or a concern?
Or just a rant? Send them all to the
Cyber column at
garyreesen"et@netscape.net, and
we'll get you some answers in a
future column.
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Stardate
by rev. bill W

Ca'pricorn (December 22-January 19)
Relationship issues (or in some cases their total
lack) will be highlighted over the next month
quite strongly. Since your career is in such fine
shape, it's time to turn some attention to the per-
sonal side of life, Coppy. That special friendship
could become something much more, if you'd just
allow it.

Aquarius (January 20-February 18) Expect
to get several pots on the bock (and one a little
farther south) for a job well-done this week. Your
presence is becoming known - and isn't it about
time for some extra recognition? Now all you
need is to convince that guy you're so crazy a~out
that you mean business and wont a commitment.

Pisces (February 19-March 19) If you were expecting a routine, by-the-numbers type
of week, then think again. It's just not going to happen, Pisces. There's way too much going
on, especially on the job. It's no use trying to ploy hermit, either. No hiding place would do
the trick. An unexpected financial bump should make you smile.

Aries (March 20-ApriI19) This week should be much more supercharged for you than
usual. It will energize career moilers in a profound way. It's important to look out for oppor-
tunities, or some could pass you by. Sunday looks especially winning, at least where romance
is concerned. Be prepared to look your best and shine.

Taurus (Aprd 20-May 20) It's going to be a week of starts and stops for you, Taurus
(more than an Amtrak train, most likely) so consistency shouldn't be counted on. As your
recognition factor at work grows, you're hopefully working on that shy streak. Accept that
frien~'s offer for a blind dote on Friday night (you've got nothing to lose).

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Several previously' withheld secrets may sp'ring to the light
of day over the next week or so. Your reaction to this information will go a long way toward
showing what you're mode of, Gemmy. Finances look very steady for now, but in relation-
ships there won't be too much happening until the end of this month.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) The lunar Eclipsein your sign on Tuesday is going to have a
profound effect on finances and issues regarding health and f~ness. Youmay be more prone
to schemes or con games. Examine all documents very closely. Treat your sweetie to a night
on the town this weekend. It's time to splurge for a change, right, Cancer?

Leo (July 23-August 22) It seems like the cycle just never ends. One project comes to a
close just as another one gets going. (Youwouldn't have it any other way, right, leo?) We
do hope you'll set aside otleost a bit of time for such mundane moilers as eating and sleep-
ing. Not much is going on socially, but that all changes on the 19th.

Virgo (August 23-September 22) The week looks like a fairly smooth ride, particu-
larly where career moilers are concerned. Momentum that began in Iole November comes
to a crest over the next 10 days. A mature female has some surprising (but nice) news for
you. This simply isn't the right time for going in search of a new lover.

Ubra (September 23-0ctober 22) Planetary influences this week brings some stress-
ful aspects to your sign and will likely bring long-simmering issues on the home front to a
full boil. Be sure to keep that temper in check and count to 20 before speaking your mind.
Your earning potential (happily) goes up a few notches throughout this month.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21). The wheels will be well-greased in most areas of
your life. Though you may want to spend more time out of the limelight, it just isn't going
to happen (at least not for the time being). So for once, put your instincts on hold and go
with the flow. It's time for Scorpio to shine.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) You've got no time for the post-holiday
blues Sag. There's way too much to be done. Keeping busy and productive is the best med-
icine tor what oils you (that plus a sensuous mote, of course). Acontact you mode lost month
will come through on his promise within a few days.

Bill has been a psychic reader since age 5. He is a certified astrologer and a Reiki healer
(master leve/). He is available for phone and Internet readings, and also for parties and all
sorts of promotional events. He can be reached at 954-527- 5B20 and bye-mail at mcen-
taur35@aol.com
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