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EDITORIAL

Since 1950, Anglo-American Churches in America and England have
shown increasing awareness of the moral problems, raised by the pres-
ence of homosexuals, male and female, in their midst. There is nothing
new about this condition. Homosexuality has not just recently come into
existence, though it seems to have come more into public awareness. But
since Jus.tinian's time, most Churches have ignored the subject, or re-
acted hysterically, in mortal fear of fire and brimstone. Liberal or com-
paesionate opinions, if any, were expressed in secret.

A few Churches are now in a limited way re-evaluating the rigid prem-
ises on the basis of which they have for so long cast stones of condem-
nation at homophfles. The gratifying resolutions of the Church of Eng-
land, of British Methodists, Quakers and Roman Catholics, and now of
the United Church of Canada, as well as individual statements by several
American mfnisters, pointing out that homosexualfty is not of necessity
a sinful condition, and that homosexual acts, while perhaps, sinful, ought
not be prosecuted by the state where not involving minors, force or
public indecency, do much to repair the serious rift that has come be-
tween homophiles and religion in our society.

Does this rift need repair? From the Christian viewpoint, where it
really is Christian, homoplriles would need the Church's healing mtnistry
as much as any group, and perhaps more, where they suffer- as outcasts.
For those homophfles who honestly feel no need of religion, there is no
personal problem, other than concern for friends caught on this de-
moralizing dilemma. Non-religious persons may even feel that any situa-
tion which points up the shortcomings of religion in modern society, and
which turns people against such superstitions, is ultimately to the good.
ONE is non-partisan in such disputes as between Christian and agnostic,
Republican and Democrat. Our concern is with helping homophiles to
live happier, better lives. And most homophilea we come across seem
currently convinced that they do need religion, and specifically need
acceptance by the Church of their choice.

A chill, Pauline atmosphere, charged mor-e with guarding the faithful
from contamination by sinners than with Christianity's historic mission
to sinners, has made homophiles consplcuously unwelcome in most
churches-Catholic, Baptist, Unitarian, whatever. Many remain in the
churches anyhow, generally living a lie, their strong religious impulse
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(seeming almost stronger than in most heterosexuals) overriding all
contradiction.

Of essence is the homophile's attitude toward his hornosexualfty. Few
churches have room for him if he is frank, healthy and self-accepting. If
he condemns and fights that part of himself, then theoretically, the
Church should welcome him as a penitent sinner, and try to aid him in
self-castration, Since all men are considered sinners, is the homosexual
worse than the rest?

But are even the advanced Churches offer-ing the homophile a grudg-
ing half-a-loaf? He might be grateful for that much, when so recently he
was offered a stone, or dry crumbs at best. But is Ananias' stingy offering
enough for the Church to give or for hornophfles to receive? Homophiles
have given unstintingly to the Church. If all the hidden homoplriles, male
and female, were suddenly removed from the Church today, or from the
roster of the Saints, most church youth groups, choirs, seminaries, Holy
Orders and charitable work would collapse. Up to now, these hidden mil-
lions have suffered in individual guilt-ridden silence, given their all to'
the Church, yet knowing they would be driven out if their secret were
revealed.

Modern Churches have all but subnrdinated the Love ideal to procrea-
tion (a concern foreign to the early Church), but surely Love is some-
thing more than rutting. Despite a few random, probably mistranslated
verses, the homophile can see no consistent scriptural or other reason to
degrade that Love which David praised as "passing the love of women,"
and to which Ruth gave her inspired pledge.

Ought we view the Church as a jealous keeper of traditional intoler-
ance, or as guardian of man's best Instincts, a sound moral guide in a
changing world? The Church in the past moved from an anti-sexual post-
tion to one approving and sanctifying heterosexuality. Can we hope that
it may in time apprnve the love of David? First hostile to all sex, COlIl-

sidering heterosexual marriage a necessary evil-allowable for weak-
lings-the Church in time espoused heterosexuality as sacramental and
a Christian virtue. Now many Churches even frown on unwed clergymen.
And the notinn of heterosexual romantic love has been blown up in a
few centuries from a despised heresy (which homosexuals were supeeted
of originating) to one of the most pervasive, spiritualized ideals in
Christendom.

Meanwhile, all homophile acts, loves or leanings have until this dec-
ade suffered increasing religinus condemnatlon as the vilest of ahornina-
fions, Whatever a few honestly Christian ministers have said in private
to the contrary, this destructive attitude was the official dogma of all
Churches until those scandal-induced re-evaluations in England gave
homosexuals a few grudging corsiderations.

If the homophtle asks for a loaf, will the Church give him a stone, as
in the past? Or is the Church's Chzistian responsibility fulfilled by
granting him half a loaf? Some Churches now reluctantly concede that
the homosexual condition is not of itself evil, yet they still demand that
homophiles deny themselves the rewards of homophile love. Are they
not still maintaining an impassible gulf between the homophile and the
Church? Will the Churches ever be Christian enough to bridge that gulf?

-Lyn Pedersen
Associate Editor
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There are many significant aspects
to the Christmas story. Prior to the
star and the manger, even before the
Annunciation and the Magnificat,
comes the genealogy of Jesus as pre·
sented in the opening chapter of Mat-
thew's gospel. Scholars recognize this
as an artificial and inaccurate (com-
pare with Luke 3 :23-38) list of 41
generations but it is significant that
five women appear on an otherwise
all male family tree. In addition to
his mother Mary, Jesus has listed
Ruth, Rahab, Tamar, and the mother
of Solomon who remains nameless.
These last three are all of question-
able moral character and at least two
of the five were aliens.

Our interest centers on Rahab
(Matthew 1:5) who here is listed as
the wife of Salmon and the mother
of Boaz and thus the mother-in-law
of Ruth. Tradition says she was the
wife of Joshua. The first is impos-
sible and the second seems quite im-
probable. Besides appearing in the
Christmas story this woman is men-
tioned in two other New Testament
books: Hebrews 11:31 and James
2 :25 But it is the Old Testament
book of Joshua 2:1-21 and 6:17, 22-
25 that tells us the most about Rahab.
The "Rahab" in Psalms 87 and 89
and Isaiah 30:7 and 51:9 is not the
same person nor indeed even a human
being.

It is significant that each time Ra-
hab is mentioned outside the gospel
(Joshua, Hebrews, James) her name
is immediately followed by "the har-
lot". Apparently a reputation she
never lived down.

We first see her befriending the
two spies Joshua had sent to recon-
noiter Jericho prior to invading this
key citadel of the Jordan valley. Per-
haps the spies figured they could pick
up some carelessly dropped military
information if they visited such a
promiscuous rendezvous as Rahab's
house. Fortunately for them and their

.'

~1I~1I6~
THE HARLOT OF JERICHO

Reverend Robert W. Wood

In the following article, written especially for this issue of ONE, Reverend
Wood, author of CHRIST AND THE HOMOSEXUAL, * offers the controversial
thesis that at critical moments in spiritual hfstorv God totally rejects popular
judgments of morality and often chooses for His highest missions those whom
the world scorns and despises.

A Scriptural passage along the same lines reads (I Cor. 1 :27, 28), "God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the. weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things that are."

The discussion of the role of Rahab, which Reverened Wood presents, will
stir some to review the vital part played in the history of Christianity by the
deep love affair between Jonathan and David. Not only was this one of the
most touching homosexual love affairs of all time, but it was because of this
love that Jonathan more than once turned against his own father, King Saul,
and saved David from assassination at Saul's hands.

Had Jonathan not so acted David would have been killed and the house of
David. from which all four Gospels state that Jesus was descended, would
never have been established. This being the case, can honest Christians deny,
or refuse to acknowledge the debt they owe to homosexual love? For that
matter, can honest Jews likewise deny that had not those two young men been
deeply in love and acted in each other's interests, that Jewish history too would
be a very different thing?

* CHRIST AND THE HOMOSEXUAL, by Robert W. Wood, Vantage Press,
New York, $3.95, 221 pp.
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mISSIOnRahab had already decided
to throw in her lot with the invading
Hebrews. When Jericho's equivalent
of counter spies came looking for the
messengers the harlot hid the latter
and sent her own country's security
force off in the wrong direction.

As a reward for her help the enemy
spies promised their hostess to spare
her house and all who were within
when their army conquered the stra-
tegic city. Before long this came to
pass as Jericho was reduced to ashes
and all its people and animals put to
the sword except Rahab and her
family.

Now - what spiritual lesson might
we learn from' this tale of treason on
the part of an immoral ancestoress
of Jesus Christ?

"Why did she do it?" and the more
important, "What did two New Testa-
ment writers find in her behavior
worth extolling?" are questions which
offer highly significant answers for
those concerned with the moral role
of the homosexual in contemporary
society. At this time in American his-
tory when spying is defended if we
do it but highly condemned if it is
done to us this 3300 year old story
has even more pointed relevance.

When in later Jewish history Ruth
switches gods, exchanging the pagan
god of Moab for the God of Israel,
she is highly praised. This is exactly
what we see in this story of Rahab.
The harlot tells it in her own words
in Joshua 2: 11 as she professes the
God of Israel. It is this profession
plus her good work in helping the
Israel spies that not only saves her
life and the lives of fer family but
makes her immortal ih the pages of
the New Testament. It is the old story
of faith and works; not either one
alone but in solid combination, done
to the glory and in the service of the
one true God: the God of Abraham,
of Isaac, of Jacob, of Joshua, and of
Jesus Christ.



The unknown author of Hebrews
in chapter 11 sets out to illustrate
examples of great faith. He lists 17
leading Old Testament characters
from Abel to Samuel only two of
whom are women: Sarah, the wife of
Abraham, and our friend Rahab.
Deborah, the Joan d'Arc of the Old
Testament, is conspicuous by her ab-
sence from this list. But Rahab, the
harlot of Jericho, is certainly in good
company in this chapter! Patriarchs,
Judges, Kings, and Prophets are her
companions in faith and we are par-
ticularlly told (11 :2) that she received
divine approval.

In his emphasis on the need for
good works in addition to faith James
uses this woman (2:25) and Abra-
ham as his two examples. Again-
what noble company we find her in!
Thus on both grounds so strongly
espoused by the Church-faith and
works - Rahab is a classic positive
example.

What is scripture saying here?
How does the lesson relate to the
homosexual in today's society?

Like Rahab, many a homosexual
is stigmatized by always being identi-
fied on the level of sexual promiscu-
ity. Yet like Rahab any homosexual
can become an instrument in God's
hands. We have no indication that
this woman changed professions after
the conquest of her city; though to
be sure, there is likewise no indica-
tion that she didn't. But the point is
that regardless of her sexual morality
she aligned herself with God and He
worked His will through her. In later
days two different New Testament
authors, both aware of her moral
reputation and her role as a collabo-
rator, nevertheless realized that God's
mercy and power has been made
manifest through this individual.

In working out His master plan of
destiny God uses all types and con-
ditions of people. In the eyes of her
biographers Rahab was a sinful wo-

man of low estate yet God worked
through just such a person. She had
put her faith in Him ahead of coun-
try or national gods and she then
put her faith into action.

Scripture abounds with characters
who were less than perfect by con-
temporary American standards. In-
deed, even in God's sight many were
sinners but again and again we see
God working His will via them; some-
times in spite of themselves. How easy
it is for us mere mortals to judge
another when we are unaware that
behind some outward expression the
will of God is being brought forward.
J ames must remind us, "But who are
you that you judge your neighbor?"
(4: 12b) Jesus was misjudged by his
own family and by the hometown
folk of Nazareth.

So, too, the homosexual. In the
eyes of their contemporaries they are
sinful persons of low estate yet God
does work through such people if
they place their faith in Him and then
put their concerted faith into action.

In addition we see in Rahab, this
Bible woman of ill repute, that God
has not despised, rejected, con-
demned His children. As James says
in 2:13b " ... yet mercy triumphs
over judgment." Our Heavenly Father
- the Father of Jesus Christ - con-
tinues to show His mercy to harlot,
heterosexual, homosexual in that He
bids each one find himself or herself
through faith and active works.

In effect this Bible story of Rahab
is saying to today's overt homosexual:
you can be an active laymen in your
church or synagogue. I suspect there
were other harlots in Jericho besides
Rahab. But the point is she wan't
just a harlot. She became a servant
for her God because of her faith in
Him. Likewise the homosexual. He
need not be just a homosexual; for
like Rahab he, too, may become a fol-
lower of the most high God and a
co-worker with Him.

OPEN LETTER:
THE HONORABLE DAVIE FULTON
OTTAWA, ONTARIO
CANADA

DEAR MR. FULTON:
I will try to be brief and not waste too much of your time, but I feel deep

within me that I must write to you.
I am enclosing the article in the last (October, 1959) issue of ONE Magazine,

published in Los Angeles, regarding the recent Royal Commission on "The
Criminal Law Relating to Criminal Sexual Psychopaths." (I have in my posses-
sion a copy of the Commission Report.) .

I am at present a student at McGill University. As I was growing up in High
School, around the age of 13 or 14 I began to realize that I am what people
call a homosexual. I discovered that I was not being attracted to girls as most
of the other fellows were, but found that at various stages I would have a great
admiration for another boy. This I could not understand, but this is the way
I was ever since I can remember.

I have never been in a bar in all my life. I do not drink, I do not smoke,
I do not take the name of the Lord in vain. I do not interfere with the actions
of anyone else. Indeed there are very few people who know I am a homosexual.
In my family only my mother knows, because I told her. She did not know be-
fore that. There is nothing anyone can observe about me to make them even
suspect my state.

I understand there are about 8000 students at McGill. According to the law
of averages there should therefore be about 400 homosexuals attending the
University. Of this number from 200 to 300 are most likely men (since the
student body is made up of far more men than women). It is a fact that I
do not know one other homosexual here, and again it is most likely that I
shall go through my entire course and never meet one.

I firmly believe in the reality of the Almighty God, and I know that His
Son Jesus Christ is my Redeemer and Lord. I am a member of His Church and
try as much as possible to live the Christian life. Were it not for my faith in
the supreme justice and love of God my life would be almost unbearable. I
am sustained by the words of Jesus when He challenged His disciples to take
up their cross daily and follow Him.

I cannot understand why homosexuals as a group are so persecuted and dis-
criminated against in Canada, a nation which prides itself in its traditions of
freedom, democracy, and justice ("the true North strong and free"). I realize
that responsibility and self-discipline must accompany individual freedom,
and are a part of that freedom. But to me "JUSTICE" is a sour word because
all around me I see the principle of Justice being violated in the most flagrant
ways, by the police and by the Courts-while all the time our society as a
whole and the law-maintaining agencies as a whole are so blinded they cannot
see the wrong they are doing!

Why is it that no one in important or influential circles dares to even speak
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seriously about the problems of homosexuality from an objective point of
view, and why is it that no one (it seems to me) bothers to even get the facts?
(In the case of the Royal Commission, the evidence given by the Chief Con-
stable of Metropolitan Toronto on page 27 of the Report is far from being
based upon fact, and is no more than the personal unfounded assumptions of
the man himself, when he speaks of "homosexuals" as a whole. His prejudice
is beyond compare. Yet his remarks were accepted without any attempt to
hear from the other side.) In the Commission's Report, besides the remarks
of the Chief of Police, I have read remarks by psychiatrists and others which
are simply untrue. We as a group are condemned on the basis of "evidence"
submitted by the prosecution (so to speak), without the defendant even being
given a chance to open his mouth. As far as homosexuals are concerned, they
seem still to be facing the Court of Star Chamber. We are all judged on the
basis of the contemptuous actions of a very small minority of homosexuals
who may make themselves a public nuisance or danger. These same undesir-
ables are to be found just as much in evidence among the heterosexual (normal)
group, but no one would think of saying that the majority of heterosexuals
are similarly undesirable, merely on the basis of this minority. Why does not
the law judge individuals under such circumstances on the basis of their being
a public nuisance or danger, without distinguishing whether they are homo-
sexual or heterosexual?

I have discovered myself to be a homosexual. I did not ask to be so. I could
not possibly be otherwise, regardless of how long I might be imprisoned, or
even if my life was at stake. It is entirely beyond my control and beyond the
control of any psychiatrist or law of man, regardless of what the psychiatrist
may say. A psychiatrist may not really know unless he is able to see from the
homosexual point of view.

I cannot explain it and I have asked myself a thousand times why it should
be so, but I simply am not attracted to women, while on the other hand I have
within me the capacity to be attracted to another boy (of about my own age).
I could no more change this and be attracted to women than you could change
and be attracted to men. It is exactly the same situation. It is most important
for you to realize this.

I am not in the least dangerous or offensive to anyone. I have deep devotion
for my country, my flag, and my Queen. Yet, if by the mercy of God I might
one day meet a friend like myself, and, with the passage of time we might
fall in love with one another (for God gave me the capacity to fall in love),
and if we should express this love for each other in private in a way which .
would be natural to us, and if we should be discovered and reported to the
police, as I understand it we would be criminals in the eyes of the Law of
Canada, and could be given an indeterminate sentence which could amount
to life imprisonment. Mr. Fulton, how can it be possible for such a thing
to happen in Canada?

I believe that a large part of the answer to the great intoleration, and per-
secution of the homosexual lies in the ignorance of most individuals as to the
true nature of homosexuality. They fail to realize that homosexuals are exactly
the same as everyone else except for one thing-and one thing alone-that
they have the capacity to be attracted to members of their own sex and not
members of the opposite sex. That is all! Such things as effeminacy, perversity,
dishonesty, immorality, and all the rest, have no more to do with the homo-
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sexual group of humanity than it has to do with the remaining heterosexual
group. All the undesirable traits are to be found just as much in one group
as in the other, as are all the virtues of man to be found in both groups. Yet
homosexuals are persecuted and most certainly discriminated against merely
for existing-not just because of something they may have done. A homosexual
individual in many cases does not in fact (even if theoretically) have even
the police protection enjoyed by other minority groups.

A start has been made in the field of public education in the subject of homo-
sexuality in the U.S.A., notably by two groups or organizations: (1) The
ONE Institute of Homophile Studies, 232 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia (the Customs Department should know about this through their cen-
sorship operations), and (2) the Mattachine Society, Inc., 693 Mission Street,
San Francisco 5, California.

Surely, Mr. Fulton, as a Christian you can see how unfair the practice and
law now is as it stands. I hope you may be able to use your influence for truth,
honesty, and justice, unbiased, in such a way that we may have true justice
at least on our books of law.

I write to you because I have great admiration for you in your difficult and
most responsible Office as Minister of Justice, and I have much confidence in
your sincerity to do all you can for the principle of true justice in Canada. I
do not ask that homosexuals should be favored, but only that they receive the
same treatment as anyone else.

Most sincerely yours,
Michael

THE LADDER
THE LADDER
I, f_iW

Monthly magazine of articles,
stories, poems, book reviews,
quotes, comment and significant
opinion on sexual problems facing
the Lesbian in society today. Pub-
lished by The DAUGHTERS OF
BIUTIS, Inc., non-profit educa-
tionol, research and social service
organization. Subscribtions mailed
in sealed plain 'envelope, $4.00.

DAUGHTERS
OF

BILITIS
165 O'Farrell Street, Suite 405

San Francisco 2, Calif.
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GUILT AND THE HOMOSEXUAL

way. However, many will tell us that
they were "taught this is very
wrong." And this inner self is a part
of the homophile, something that
Jesus did not condemn, even though
the Old Testament is very strong in
the statements against these actions.
Christ said he came to teach us a
new law and had these things been
obnoxious to him he would most
certainly have lashed out against
them.

Let us look into the incident of
the Centurion's "servant" as is relat-
ed in two of the Gospels: St. Matthew
VIII, verses 5-13, and again in St.
Luke VII, verses 2-10. This records
one of the miracles the Savior per-
formed in healing the Centurion's
servant. St. Matthew uses the Greek
word "pais"-meaning a youth. This
word was so often used in relation
to the youthful lover of a Roman
soldier, especially an officer of the
armies. Even the Centurion, knowing
the hatred of the homophile by all
the Jewish authorities, said that he
was not worthy for Christ to enter
under his roof-still, Jesus said: "I
have not found so great a faith, no
not in Israel." Take this and the fact
that not once did Jesus make a state-
ment against any homophile practice,
how then can a Christian stand up
and condemn what Christ did not?-
Only by misinterpretations and the
jumping to conclusions by early zeal-
ots who were troubled by "scruples."

Many who are so roundly con-
demned by ministers and priests have
come to feel that religion is against
them. Not CHRIST'S RELIGION!
Even though many biased ideas fol-
low the narrow teachings of those
who twist things to follow their own
interpretations, as one can see by
the many variations in the statements
of Saul of Tarsus who became Paul.

We are taught that it is wrong to
become angry, yet Christ became so
in the Temple forcing the money

RT. REV. THOMAS MARTIN and
FATHER BERNARD NEWMAN

Certain Christians of the Orient,
never influenced by the inquisition or
later puritanism, give us an oppor-
tunity to see how many trends of
religious thought have been led far
afield. Varied interpretations, mis-
translations and twistings of the
words of Jesus the Christ cause many
people to wonder just what is right.
By our nature all of us who are sin-
cere prefer to do what is good. Yet,
what is good? "Right and good are
the law to one's inner self, that in-
nermost voice or urge." Not wanton-
ness; far from it. It is the natural
desires and traits a person is known
to possess without influence or na-
tional custom.

To go back before the time of
Christ, we find in the Bhagavad-Gita,
Lesson XVIII, verse 4.7: "There is
more happiness in doing one's own
law without excellence, than in doing
another's law well. In following the
natural God-given traits one is never
strained in his conscience." Not all
of us are students and quite a few
fail to comprehend mechanics, so in
our work we progress when we fol-
low our aptitude; that is when we
listen to that inner voice. So, when
following this method regarding our
expressions and actions in love we
go forward, evading the narrow path-
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changers to flee. He forgave many
their transgressions, but never once
did he forgive the homophile because
he did not condemn them. Those
who do so should remember that they
may be one day subject to judgment
for a lack of understanding of the
truths of Christ.

According to the manner of
thought in his day, Jesus ate with pub-
licans and sinners, being described
as "a glutton, a wine drinker and
a friend of sinners," as is related by
St. Luke VII, verse 34. Then, why is
it that today so many churches liter-
ally "throw out" one who is a homo-
phile, or anyone, for that matter,
who fails to conform to a narrow
point of view? Jesus, the Christ, was
not one to do that! And, such is not
the Christiantity of Christ! So, there
is not one true reason from Christ
that a homophile should live with
guilt.

We all know that David's love for
Jonathan was greater than his love
for a woman, as is related in II Sam-
uel Chapter I verse 26, and we see
where Christ healed the Centurion's
lover. So, why should the homophile
live with guilt? It is time for us to
have a re-evaluation of interpreta-
tions.

For guilt let us substitute positive
faith, a true knowledge of love for
God, and then we will all see where
we stand in our love for our fellow
beings. Saint Thomas tells us in the
Gospel recently uncovered in Egypt,
but long known in India: "If you will
have cast off the mantle of shame,
when you shall be naked without hav-
ing shame, - when you will be two
in one body-Then you will know
the nature God gave you." Let us all
replace that "Guilt" by knowing our-
selves, possessing happiness and re-
frain from things that are foreign to
our natural traits, knowing ourselves
for wherever our innermost true path-
way may lead.
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THE ANSWER
Jeffrey Lawrence

As soon as the dizzy feeling and the dark cloudy veil disappeared, Scott
found himself treading across billowy clouds.

For the first time in many years, he felt free, unshackled by the agony of
self-torture that had weighed him down.

"So this is it," he thought to himself, aloud.
"So this what it's really like."
In the distance he could just barely hear the deep sound of the drums and

the sonorous roar of the trumpets.
"They probably have a terrific reception in store for me," he said sarcastically.
Almost as the very words escaped from his lips, he felt the heavy hand of

gloom descend upon him.
It was the same feeling that had been harbored within him for all the years

that he had kept his secret.
So this was the culmination of it all!
From deep inside him he heard a command. Inexorably, he fought it. Try

as he might though, he realized that this was the one command he would have
to obey.

As he drew nearer to the Gates of Heaven, he felt a gnawing at his nerves.
How could he begin to explain to the Judges the way he had led his life?

Would they even listen to him?
In that moment, and that moment alone, he realized the dire threat of hell.

All of the acts of mortal sin he had ever committed ran rampant through his
mind.

And yet, he himself did not feel that what he had done was all wrong.
All his young life he had to fight society in his own way, in order to hold

his head up high. Is this what it had gotten him?
Fear again overtook him. The preachings of his youth suddenly took on a

new and greater meaning.
There had to be a purpose to life!
Bitterly he remembered his father's reaction to the affliction. The harsh words

echoed and re-echoed in his ears.
"Y ou are evil!" his father said. "You will be damned to hell for eternity.

You are nothing more than an abominable son of the Devil himself! Get out of
my house. Let me never see your evil face again!"

Since this was the reaction of his own father, what could be expect from
the Father of all!

Bitter tears streamed down his face, as the painful memory stirred within him.
Now there was to be no more running. It was over, all ending at the fateful

moment of the accident. There was no longer time for artful dodging of the
mind. He had finally reached the end of the long road.

"If I succeed in anything, I'll find out the reason why," he swore silently.
He approached two massive doors which immediately swung open for him.

An unknown command told him to enter the chamber, and when he did, there,
in a blaze of heavenly glory, sat his judges.

The golden throne of the Most High bedazzled him, and threw his desperate
soul into a turmoil.
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The deep serenity of His eyes soothed him.
In a gesture of complete obeisance, Scott prostrated himself before the

Most High.
He started to speak, but a raised hand silenced him.
"Scott Reid, are you ready to answer for your deeds?" a heavenly voice

asked.
Numbly, Scott nodded his head in assent.
"Your record states that you are one of the minority of human beings who

are categorized as homosexuals."
"Please, let me explain," Scott said, his knuckles turning white under the

terrible strain.
"You may speak now," the Judges said in unison.
"Oh, Lord, it yas You who created people that suffer such as I. Many of us

try to live a normal life, but have found our instincts turned in another direc-
tion. We have been hounded, and persecuted for hundreds of years, and we
never have really found contentment or happiness."

"We live in shadows, afraid to admit even to ourselves that what we do may
be considered evil and perverse."

"Do you think for one moment, Oh, Lord, that I relish the punishment that
I know must be awaiting me? For all the time that you have permitted me to
remain on Earth it has been torture, for I know I was disobeying Your very
tenets. It has not been easy for me. There were times I felt all was lost, for
lack of understanding and warmth of compassion."

"My own father denied me for the sake of this affliction. My defense matters
not, for I have none, nor could I even begin to think of one. Thou art my
Judge, and my soul rests with You."

"Before You decide, Oh, Lord, may I ask but one simple question?"
The nod permitted him to do so.
"Oh, Lord, why?"
In answer, the voice was soft, and full of love, that Scott's inner self seemed

to fill with contentment.
"Rise, and face me, My son. Do not fear Me. I am that I am. I am thy Lord.

You are not come here before Me to be further hurt."
Scott arose, he being aglow, and his nerve steady.
All of the fear was now gone.
"In answer to your question, I say, suffer the meek, for they shall inherit

the Earth. Those that suffer in My name shall never die."
In that sublime moment Scott understood.
In the blessed moment of truth, it had at last dawned upon him, and filled

him with utter joy.
Each and every person has his own affliction, be it physical or mental. In

his case, his soul was cleansed in the purgatory he knew as earth. He need not
have feared God, for Heaven awaited him now. A Heaven that was anxious to
reward one in kind.

The steady shriek of the alarm clock awoke him immediately.
"It was a dream. Only a blasted dream," Scott muttered over and over. His

disappointment was keen.
But, as he realized, he now had a strange awareness. Although it was only

a dream, perhaps ...
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-tangents
news & views

PIOUS VOICES have been much
ablabber denouncing "obscenity,"
mostly for its alleged demoralizing
effect on the tender young. Along
with election year blat about reli-
gion in politics, went some steamy
attacks on Vatican role in censor-
ship drives. Truth is, Protestant
groups are fully as zealous as RC's
about censoring national reading.
habits, tho more Protestants (a mi-
nority in either case) may publicly
defend the right to read ... Uni-
tarian Dan Lacy, in the weekly
CHRISTIAN CENTURY, expressed
doubt there was really any relative
growth of "hard-core" pornog-
ra phy, questioned bloated stati stics
about big-biz aspect s of pornog-
raphy and noted that experts dis-
agree about its alleged effect on
children-"a very few even see
possible I indirect benefits from
obscene materials that can divert
into fantasy certain drives that
might otherwise be expressed in
anti-social acts ... Life itself is often
shocking, beset with temptation,
surrounded with sordidness ...
Frightened ignorance is no prepa-
ration" for life's ills. Youngsters
prepared by honesty for these
shocks have "little to fear from their
encounters with the pages of any
book." ... As the man said, "A little
good honest porn never hurt no-
body."

by dal mcintire

NEW YORK CITY: In a bit 0' tiff over
whether unwed priests are qualified
as marriage counsellors, the V. Rev.
Msgr. George Kelly of NY Family
Life Bureau said most parents are
poor guides to their own children
in sexual-moral problems, tho they
do a bit the better by their daugh-
ters. Only 1/3 of the youngsters the
Bureau interviewed got any par-
ental sex instruction. "Modern par-
ents need to be more articulate with
their children," he said. "Good ex-
ample is no longer enough."

Gen. Bd. of Nat'!. Council of
Churches, meeting in NY, scored
film and TV preoccupation with sex,
violence and competitive spirit,
urged Churchmen to exercise a little
muscle nudging industry along more
moral paths ....

Valerie Goldstein, who teaches
religion at Hobart and Wm. Smith
colleges in Geneva, NY, said in
JOURNAL OF RELIGION that modern
theology should be labelled "for
men only," being dominated by
problems that relate especially to
male psychology and by male
modes of thinking, by anxieties less
typical of women - an important
distinction, she feels, in society
rapidly becoming feminized ...

Sadly unable to impose stiffer
rap, Judge Chas. Marks gave Jesus
Reyes, 27, of Brooklyn, 5 yrs. for at-
tacking officer John Gleason. Reyes
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and a pal (acquitted) said cop made
indecent proposal. Judge Marks was
sure no cop would do such a thing,
called it "the most vicious and per-
jurous statement ever made by any
defendant since I've been on the
bench."

There were complaints in NY
when 3-time killer Fred Wood, 48,
was recently paroled. At 14 he'd
poisoned girl of same age. Many
arrests: drunk, theft, mostly annoy-
ing women, with whom he was cloy-
ingly gallant. Strangled a woman
("to get even with a whore") in
1933. Murdered a man ("who made
dirty remark about my picture") in
1942. Paroled from Dannemora,
Wood panhandled in Greenwich
Village and Times Sq., where he
met John Resegnio, 62, went with
him to shack in Queens shared
with Fred Sess, 78. While Sess slept,
Wood got mad over "an indecent
proposal," and smashed both men's
skulls. "If there's anything I hate,"
he told detectives, "it's degenerates
and Commies."

Syndicated smear-artist Lee Mor-
timer prides himself as the flnger-
man of NY gay bars. When the
MIRROR's Mortimer "exposes" a
gay spot, the cops or the AlcyBev
bulls move in. Samples from recent
diatribes:

MORTIMER STRIKES AGAIN:
The corner of 78th and B'way is
a disgrace to New York with one
of the largest gay concentrations
on earth, attracted by the in-
famous Davi Club which, though
it lost its liquor license for the
usual reasons (and is on the mili-
tary off limits list), is in business
bigger than ever selling "set-ups"
to an "all-boy" clientele which
stands bumper-to-bumper at the
bar and out into 78th causing a
traffic hazard ... If you wonder
what happened to the queens
and princesses after the Colony

(w. 8th) got knocked off, the cus-
tomers moved around the corner
to 15 Greenwich. No name on
window or marquee, but its New
Year's Eve every night ... A go-
rilla followed us out and around
the corner, but we turned the
tables and followed the hood
right back into the place ....

The Lion (w. 9th), mentioned
here recently, was put on Armed
Forces Police index, but it's seil-
ing liquor and packed every
night ... Now there's a "Raided
Premises" sign in the window of
Frank's (e. 81 st), immortalized
here last week as the new haven
of the old Grapeviners (both
mixed-up sexes) but apparently
it doesn't interfere with busi-
ness as usual ... This is for the
Record: Not one of the joints in
this town catering to the so-called
"unfortunates" is owned by one
of the "unfortunates." The Mob
is in-or in back-or protecting
everyone, and that's why they
operate ... It may be hard to be-
lieve that apes and goons like
Tony Bender, Vito Genovese and
all the other so-called tough guys,
including imprisoned Frank Cos-
tello and exiled Joe Adonis col-
lect tribute from the dainty hand-
on-hippers, but they do. They're
the ones I'm gunning for, not the
deviates who excuse their aber-
rations on the grounds of sick-
ness ....

DEPT. OF STIFLED YAWNS:
There's an international group
known as the Mattachine Society,
Inc. with headquarters at 1133
Broadway, which acts as a sort
of defense agency for homosex-
uals. It talks loudly and stridently
about their "civil rights" and
lobbies to secure legislation mak-
ing such disgusting practices
legal. Thathasbeendoneinmany
continental countries. The cam-
paign is well on the way to
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reaching its objective in England,
a country in which homosexual-
ism has always had a head start
... In a letter signed "Albert J.
de Dion, chairman," the statement
is made that the society is back
of my "campaign" to rid the
town of hoodlums who preyed
on these "unfortunates," but now
it seems to be having second
thoughts. "Fighting to keep crim-
inal elements from our city is
very commendable and deserves
our support. But to attack a de-
fenseless minority such as homo-
sexuals is not in the best of
American traditions." I now ask
whether it is in the best of Amer-
ican traditions to encourage the
degenerates who roam our streets
at night. I say these so-called
"unfortunates" are no defense-
less minority, but a huge, well-
organized, wealthy, defiant, po-
litically powerful, intelligentcom-
munity, spreading across national
borders, with loyalty to no coun-
try, no law or code, except their
fellow deviates.

MIAMI: Arrest of a 16-yr.-old for
robbery led to arrest sans bail of
46-yr.-old Railway Express clerk.
Charge: Faganism-fencing stolen
goods for 20 boys and having sex
with them ... Judge Ben Willard,
handling one of the noisy bar raid
cases reported in July ONE, in which
cops said men in bar wore 'ipstick
and women's clothes, looked atfotos
taken of bar patrons at time of raid,
said, "These fellows look like a
football team to me ... " Insuffi-
cient evidence~case dismissed ....

Miami NEWS religion editor
praised state atty. Richard Gerstein's
"cleanup" of "objectionable" news-
racks and books, with help of Lu-
theran Rev. Schumacher and Miami
Ministerial Assn .... Sara Ella Goad
married a man in 1946, got divorce,
changed name before Miami judge
-
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recently to Stephen Edmund Goad,
now has common-law wife ... David
T. Healy,21, nabbed atCoral Gables
bus station accepting marked
money-blackmail payoff by a not-
so-frightened victim. Healy, posing
as a Metro officer, had displayed
badge and gun, said he'd let victim
go for $500. After arrest, Healy at
first went on insisting he had police
connections ....

When Judge L. A. Grayson, sen-
tencing 2 men who'd met in Tampa's
Knotty Pine Bar, called on Beverage
Dept. to shut "that ill famed place
down once and for all," Bev. offi-
cials said they couldn't close bar for
offenses not on premises ....

NEW ORLEANS: April: cops and
posto] snoops invaded well-fur-
nished apt. of 2 fotogs operating
as "Gentry of New Orleans," seized
2 young male models, basket-loads
of props, mailing envelopes, and al-
legedly obscene fotos. Cops spent
hours pawing thru material. Ivor
Trapolin, top vigilante of the Decent
Lit. Citizens, urged more arrests.
Topcop Provo sty Dayries prom ised
to oblige. Several bookstore and
news rack raids, till US 5th Circuit
Judge John Minor Wisdom in July
ordered 5000 seized mags returned
to Louisiana News Co., ruled the
seizures constitutionally objection-
able, and ordered injunction to stop
such seizures. Trapolin promptly
denied this would stop raids. Day-
ries agreed: "We will not stop," he
said. "I am confident the general
public is behind our drive ... "
Sept.: Crim. Dist. Judge Geo. Platt
dismissed news co. case, and de-
constitutionalized state obscene
law. Trapolin howled. D.A. Richard
Dowling demanded rehearing,
boasting that cops will continue
raids and prosecutions till case goes
to topcourt of state.

July: 2 boys booked on murder
of robbery victim, Louis Costello.
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Kester Lee Hall, 16, bought a $5 gun
"for the express purpose of using
it to rob degenerates in the French
Quarter." He met Robert Constance,
15, the nite before to discuss plan,
with Lloyd Bergeron, held as mate-
rial witness. Their victim, Costello,
36, New Orleans native and vet of
12 Army yrs, with WW2 overseas
duty as captain in Germany, made
a run for his apartment, was shot
in back, died on steps calling for
help. His roommate came to door
as Costello died, from bullet thru
heart. A newsman saw boys fleeing.
When caught, each said other fired
gun. Hall's parents begged public
to withhold conclusions till facts
were in ... Boys also questioned
about stab-slaying of Sgt. David
Spurgeon, found dying behind Ft.
Pike nat'l. monument, May 28. Ex-
con Floyd Grigsby, alias Gresham,
32, arrested in August in Birming-
ham for that slaying. Met soldier,
he said, near Ponchartrain Beach.
They drove to Ft. Pike, where he
said GI made improper advance-
so he stabbed him, stole his car,
drove home and dyed his hair red.
Arrested for an April armed robbery
in Audubon Park ....

Elizabeth Ramsey, in letter to
STATES-ITEM, criticized raids on
well-behaved bars. As a regular
Church member, she wondered
which Church groups were trying
to wipe out the French Quarter.
"No one blames police for spot
checking for dope peddlers, pro-
curers, etc., but because someone
may not be sitting with a female
in certain bars, he is immediately
tabbed as something undesirable."
People come to New Orleans, she
said, to see something different, so
why not let them?

Oct.: 2 cops charged with crimes
against nature!

for one of thieves crucified with
Christ) in old school bldg., as "half-
way house" for men coming out of
prison. Dubbed as the "hoodlum
priest," Fr. Clark has been helping
criminals for 23 yrs, and Dimas
House has graduated over 300 re-
habilitated men in less than yr-
but Fr. Clark is choosy about
which criminals he helps. He'll not
accept rapists, homosexuals or dope
addicts ....

SAN DIEGO, CAL.: State assembly
de m 0 can did ate Jam e s Mill s
accused GOP of footdragging in en-
forcing anti-pornog laws, charging
that Summerfield, no less, let US
mails become a "sewage channel
for the distribution of filth!"

Hectoed bulletins +rorn Frontier
Club (SD-Tijuana group specializing
in athletics, fotography, charitable
work with boys) relates dozens of
cases from club members of ille-
gal mail-tampering and seizures by
Summerfield's minions ....

19 men arrested at Torrey Pines
during 4 successive weekends for
lying nude on secluded beach. Park
rangers spied them with field
glasses and called cops. Meanwhile
on 65 acre ranch in nearby EI Cajon,
500 nudists had a 3-day howdy-do.
They charge $85 a year dues for
families, a discriminatory $106 for
bachelors, only $12.50 for single
ladies ....

Classifleds in SD Eve. TRIB.: "Will
share new 1 B-R apt., pool, with
bachelor ... " & "Billy, we are hav-
ing a party this weekend at ... " a
Tijuana bar, "Gayest place in town.
Danny."

SAN FRANCISCO: Feb.: Police Sgt.
Waldo Reesink arrested with 6
marked $20 bills in pocket, received
from Leo Orrin, owner of the Han-
dlebar, Calif. St. "gay" bar. Orrin
told cops he'd been paying Ree-
sink and another cop (who'd been
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ST. LOUIS: Jesuit Rev. Chas. Clark,
57, operates Dimas House (named
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"rousting" bar) for months. Reesink
denied all, said he went to Orrin's
office to warn about behavior in
bar, and money was likely planted
on him when he stooped to pick up
some keys. Changed his tune when
he found his talk with Orrin was
recorded.

May: AlcyBevComm agent Law-
rence Cardelini nabbed by cops with
marked $150 in pocket, received
from Norman Tullis, co-owner of
Castaway, lower Market St. "gay"
bar. Tullis said he'd paid Cardelini
monthly since July, then turned tab-
les on cops by implicating 4 of them.

Chief Cahill and ABC super Nor-
bert Falvey reacted by threats to
close all 22 area "q o v" bars.
Many already have actions pending
against licenses. Police bd. set up to
investigate gayola charges. Mean-
while, Judge Harold Caulfield up-
held ABC revocation of Handlebar
license, saying a bar owner should
know what was going on in his
place (previously held unproven
that management knew of immoral
acts ABC bulls allegedly witnessed).

As the gayola reported soared
over $3000, Internal Revenooers got
interested. Jack's Waterfront Hang-
out and 585 Club on Post were also
involved, and late in May, Sgt.
Cecci, Patrolmen Edward Bigarani,
Michael Sugrue, Telfred Slettvedt
and Donald Murphy were in-
dicted on bribery/conspiracy
charges, which they denied. These
was a "coverup" howl when certain
officers (who were reprimanded and
transferred-leading off a general
shakeup in the force) tried to make
arrests "delicately"-out of press
fotog range. In July, Walter Reesink
(first reported as Waldo) pleaded
guilty to reduced charge of soliciting
or accepting bribe. Sugrue, Bigar-
ani, Cecchi and Rob't. McFarland
came to trial 2 weeks later before
Judge Levin. Defense attacked pros-
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ecution witnesses as homosexuals,
charged bar owners tried to frame
cops. Trials ended in whitewash,
with accused cops back on force ....

Sheriff Louis Mountanos, vice-
raiding kid's tree houses in San
Rafael, found fotos of nude women,
wine bottles, beer cans, 33 cigarette
packs, cards, list of gambling debts
& supplies stolen from parochial
school ... $20,000 missing from
Police - Widows - and - Orphans -
Fund. If you can't trust your police-
men, who can you trust? ... Op-
erators of 3rd St. Palace Baths,
which Deputy D. A. Varni called
"nothing but a resort for homosex-
uals," asked permit to reopen in
charge of another man, after their
arrest on testimony of 17-yr.-old
who said he was hired as "male
prostitute" ... San Mateo English
teacher "arrested" for improper
conduct in Washington Park rest-
room, Burlingame, by a fake cop.
Pretending sympathy outside police
station, extortionist Don D. Lower,
39, told teacher to wait while he
went in to "get the case fixed." At
teacher's house, later, he asked and
got $800 "bail." After Lower dis-
appeared, victim realized he'd been
had, went to police, identified Lower
from file of 50 "mug-shots" of men
who regularly worked that racket.
Lower was found in LA jail on simi-
lar charge, with record 4 pages long
... San Quentin convict, 39, on in-
determinate sex perversion sen-
tence, was stabbed 3 times under
arm by 19-yr.-old "incorrigible."
Authorities assumed it was a sex
fight ... Fresno administrator Robert
Klein ordered owners of Mid-Tower
Pub. Co. (which put out a short-lived
mag, SEX AND CENSORSHIP, and
Dr. Maxey's book, MAN IS A SEX-
UAL BEING, plus a line of purple
fiction) to get out of business, or out
of town, or face obscenity prosecu-
tion ....
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The Church and the Homosexual
V. Rev. G. P. T. Paget King

It is unfortunately the fact that
many homosexuals are deeply drawn
to religion, but, on bringing their
problems to the clergy, they are too
often repelled with horror by men
who know nothing of the subject -
and thus are not merely driven away
from the Church, but have deep guilt
feelings implanted within them.

In view of the number of homo-
sexuals and bisexuals in the world,
one would expect that this problem
would be dealt with thoroughly in
the seminaries and in books of pas-
toral theology; in fact it is ignored.
I have no idea how many clergy are
readers of ONE (it ought to be sent
to as many clergy as possible), but
I imagine there must be a number.
Here is a very valuable contribution
they can make to the work of ONE,
Incorporated-get together and work
out a rational pastoral theology in
the whole sphere of homosexuality.
This may probably involve a com-
plete re-appraisement of traditional
Christian teaching in the whole realm
of sex, and a new evaluation of the
writings of St. Paul.

The two historic facts on which
the whole subject depends are, first,
that Christianity depends on and
grows out of the Judaic religion, and
second, that it came to birth in a
period of extreme sexual license. For
purely historical reasons the propa-
gation of children was vital to Jewish
existence, and as a quite natural re-
sult any sexual act which did not
lead to conception was felt to be a
crime against the nation-and there-
fore a sin against God. The apostles
of the new religion had this teaching
deeply ingrained in them; and when
they went forth to preach the Gospel
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of Love to a world given over to un-
bridled lust, it was natural that they
should, like St. Paul, fulminate
against immorality.

As a result of all this, it became
a part of the Church's teaching (as
it still is) that the sexual act is only
lawfully performed between husband
and wife, and then for the purpose
of procreation only. (The Catholic
theology of marriage, in which the
union between husband and wife is
a type of the union between Christ
and His Church, is also important
in this connection.)

Until the Reformation, while this
remained the official teaching of the
Church, the clergy were well versed
in human nature and were too real-
istic to expect the average man al-
ways to live up to such austere teach-
ing. It was the effort that counted -
not how often one fell, but how hard
one tried to do better. And there
were far worse sins than the sexual
ones.

It was the Reformation which real-
ly bedevilled the subject. For a living,
teaching Church there was substi-
tuted an infallible Book-in place
of the Incarnate Word, the written
word. At a time when Christian love
was forgotten and un-Christian hate
split the Church of God, it was na-
tural that texts should become battle-
cries, and equally natural it should be
the negative "Thou shalt nots" which
became popular, rather than the posi-
tive "Thou shalts." But by now the
religious leaders were going to war
with their brethren, amassing wealth,
claiming usury and generally com-
mitting most of the sins condemned
by Christ. Lest their followers should
criticize them for this, it was essential
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to divert their attention from these
things by fulminating against their
sins - arid from now on any sexual
sin is utterly condemned; sexual sins,
in fact, become almost the only sins.
And this situation lasted until the
present century. Any sexual act out-
side marriage, and any sexual act
within marriage which could not lead
to procreation, is sinful. Disobedi-
ence to Christ's supreme command to
love one another is no sin at all.

Two world wars and a general
slide from religion have led in our
own days to a general abandonment
of these narrow standards. Only the
Catholic Church today maintains her
old teaching, and every Catholic
priest knows that that teaching (espe-
cially in regard to contraception) is
disregarded by numbers of her faith-
ful adherents. Only when it is a case
of homosexuality do the old thunders
still sound forth - and that even
where no homosexual act is per-
formed. One whose inclinations are
homosexual is ipso facto an emissary
of the devil, unfit to live.

Why is this? Partly no doubt be-
cause the heterosexual is usually quite
unable to understand the homosexual
-and what we do not understand
we fear. Partly because we all tend
to condemn in others aspects of our
own personality which we refuse to
recognize in ourselves. And partly
because to denounce the homosexual
provides a scapegoat and removes the
necessity for looking too closely at
heterosexual sins.

Is there in fact any justification in
Christian 'teaching and theology for
regarding homosexuality as super-
latively evil? Certainly none that I
can find. If we accept the traditional
teaching that any sexual act not ca-
pable of leading to conception is sin-
ful, then any homosexual act will be
sinful. I am not here arguing the
rights or wrongs of this view: I am
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concerned here only to point out that
if this is so, there are many other
sex acts which are far more sinful
than an act between two consenting
adults of the same sex, especially if
that act is an expression of mutual
affection. Adultery today is taken
almost for granted, yet it is obviously
far more sinful than the homosexual
act, if only because the rights of other
parties are being usurped. I myself
would argue that masturbation is
more sinful than a homosexual act,
inasmuch as it is an act of solitary
gratification and, therefore, selfish.
Contraception, at least to a Catholic,
should be a much graver sin since
by deliberate act a potential child is
thereby deprived of the possibility of
existence. In fact a careful examina-
tion of all the sexual sins will show
that the sexual union of two adults
of the same sex, drawn together by
love (and God is love), is, at worst,
a less grave sin than any other sexual
sin. Yet many of the others are com-
mitted regularly by good Christians
without any feelings of guilt, and
without any serious condemnation.
And it needs to be remembered, too,
that sexual sins, springing as they
do from our human nature, are in
themselves far less serious than such
grave sins as hatred, anger, malice
and uncharitableness - which many
Christians never seem to recognize
as sins at all.

I am a Catholic priest. I accept
my Church's teaching. I believe that
every unmarried man and woman
should ideally live in complete chas-
tity. But chastity is a positive state
-not a mere negative state of neu-
rotic repressions-and it can be at-
tained only by those who have ad-
vanced far along the path of spiritual
attainment. For the average Christian
it is not yet possible. Why should we
condemn the homosexual and not the
fornicator? Why should we condemn
anyone? Christ condemned hypocrisy
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-the woman taken in adultery he
forgave. But hypocrisy seems to be
regarded as a virtue today.

There must inevitably be homosex-
uals among the clergy of all denomi-
nations, as there are in every other
walk of life. I call on them, and on
all clergy who are sufficiently sym-
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pathetic to read the pages of ONE,
to get together to work out a positive
pastoral approach to this whole prob-
lem. In the homosexual world are
thousands who are hungering for
spiritual comfort: we clergy desper-
ately need clear guidance if we are
not to send them away empty.
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Departing September 29, 1961

Cost $1550 Plus Tax
Fly Now, Pay Later Plan
Available, 10% Down.

For Brochure and Complete Itinerary Write

CONTINENT' TOUR
P. O. Box 1990

Hollywood 28, California
If you are planning on coming to Los
Anqeles, January 27-29 for ONE'S Mid-
winter Institute, we are at your service
for transportation, hotel accommodations
or tours. Ne,ver any charge to the cus-
tomer for our services. Fly now, pay later
plan.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR
STERLING AREA COUNTRIES

ONE now has an agent in London who will receive money for sub-
scriptions in English pounds, (at the rate $6 for a 1 year subscription) ;
also for all other items, such as ONE INSTITUTE QUARTERLY, (6 for a
1 year subscription) ; Membersships, (including ONE Confidential); books
published and sold through ONE'S Book Department. Address:

BCM/LALO, London W. C.-l., England

Checks should be made payable to ONE. (Not ONE Inc.). Remit.
tances and orders only to BCM/LALO. Address all other correspond.
ence to Los Angeles.

23



What
•
IS

natural
to
man?

My dear Tim:
You are one of the friendliest people I know and I'm certain you have

found that you make friends easily. Forgive me if I guess: you are so friendly
that you are finding that the intensity of your love for another almost prodigal.
You are afraid that you cannot equate the intensity of your affectionate rela-
tionships-let's label them for what they are, "homophilic"-with the moral
obligations and precepts of the Christian religion and Catholic discipline. You
are tempted to "go all out" in your relations with friends and "forget about
the Church and all that stuff."

I know you asked me not to give you counselor advice, but to pray for you.
You certainly have my prayers, and have always had them, but I think you
are very mixed up about the question of homophilic love so you are going to
be given some advice nevertheless. St. Aelred's De Spirituali Amicitia would be
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a good bit of reading for you: all three of the dialogues are much to the point
but the third would be most helpful. Here you have an analysis of St. Aelred's
two intense friendships; a presentation of the best point of view from which
to look at the matter. I am sure you will gain an insight from this reading
which will be of help in your concern about your love for Dick. It will also
relieve your fear.

Then, too, you ought to face squarely the issue that there is nothing sinful
or wrong in being part of a mutual homophilic attraction, or in finding that
your emotions draw you towards deep and intense friendships with your own
sex. Where sin comes in is in the expression of this love sexually. Here is the
homosexual part of the matter: it is the expression of homophilic love sexually.
The sexual activity engaged in frustrates the proper end of the sex act, which
is procreation, and it is contrary to the end purpose of this creative activity
inman. As such it is sinful.

One hears all sorts of arguments that homosexuality is "natural" to the
homophile. But this is begging the question. The real question is "What is
natural to Man?"; not to a man or to a particular temperament or emotion. The
sexual act apart from marital intercourse is for mankind a misuse of the means
of procreation: it is a frustration of the natural purpose of sex and the pleasures
accompanying the act. "Natural inclinations" of a person engaged in sexual
activity are directly concerned with creation itself and not primarily with the
fulfillment of a particular desire. With regard to the sexual expression of homo-
sexual activity, we have to face them for what they are and not attempt to
rationalize them into being something else. Such activity must be faced and
confessed, and the remedies for sinful actions applied.

But your concern seems to be not so greatly concerned with the sexual ac-
tivities (I'm glad to .see that you have an understanding of this question) as
with homophilic relationships in themselves. In this regard I am exceedingly
glad that you have found such a wonderful friend and companion in Dick.
I am glad simply because you are being forced to see the difference between
loving someone and "always ending up in bed." This latter is a danger, but
if you face it as a temptation you need not fear getting too close to someone.
I think, however, that your greatest danger and temptation has been towards
a puritanical outlook, a certain narrowness, a virtual inhumanity. You have
all but been denying the "hallowing of matter," as the Thomists put it: denying
the potential holiness in man which draws us to God.

And here is where the "squaring of your relationship with Dick and with
the moral teachings and discipline of the Church" enters the picture. To love
our Lord does not mean the denial of being human. I am afraid that in your
love of our Lord you have not been loving the fact that in the Incarnation He
was made Man: that very intimately and intensely He knows human nature.
This is what Christmas is about: that is why we celebrate in the way we do!
I think you have been afraid of human nature: both His, which is perfection
itself, and our own, which is growing and becoming perfect in Him.

This sort of thinking has inhibited your love of others and has made it
one sided; it has nearly killed your humanity and it has been killing your
friendships. What is meant is this:

Your love of beauty in a person rejoiced in getting to know that person,
becoming attached to him. But the would-be Puritan in you said, "My ...
but this is dangerous: it will only end up one way!" Your narrowness of un-
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derstanding the love ot God in man cautioned you to "keep your eyes shut";
your inhumanity cried out, "Grab this, the devil take the hindmost! If you
don't you will blow up!" Well, my dear, you would have blown up if Dick
hadn't come into your life. You owe him more than you imagine: he has
saved your life. You have needed him for a long time. You can now love, and
you can know love as not some "one night stand"- as some sort of fulfillment
of mere self-desire.

The "aunties" have never been a real outlet for your love, for your capacity
of friendship. Nor have such individuals as myself been such for you, although
I like to play with the idea and comfort myself with the thought. No, you have
needed Dick and I am glad you have found him.

But life, as we who in obedience to the rational discipline of the Church
live it, is not a defense but a battle field. The moral teachings of the Church
are not to protect you but to train you. A person is not saved by not meeting
evil, but rather by overcoming evil. Julian of Norwich said, "He did not say
'thou shalt not be tempted' but 'thou shalt not be overcome' "; which is a dif-
ferent thing entirely.

Whatever is evil or misdirected or misused in homophilic love, as in any
love between two people, is overcome by good, by God, by the love of God,
and by seeking Him in that love. You must not be afraid of looking for the
love of God in the eyes of Dick. God is there, you can be sure of that. Dick
is made in the image of God just as you are. Both of you are growing into
His likeness. This means that to love another is not departing from God; you
find the love of God in seeking it in your friend. You miss that love if you
merely love yourself in your friend. The blinding and binding nature of passion
lies in that it is self-love disguised in a very noble masquerade.

My dear Tim, you love Dick simply because you love him, neither more or
less, because he is lovable. And he is lovable because he is loved by God. Don't
look for any other justification for that friendship; anything else is bunk! It's
so like pretending: the reason is strewn with dodges and subterfuges and misses
the purpose of affectionate attachments. So don't allow anyone to hoodwink
you into supposing purposes for that attachment which are only dragged in
after the event-whatever that "event" may be. That's all humbug. This may
be worth very little as an argument but it is the keeping of things in their
proper order. If the "event" takes the turn of being sinful, face that for what
it is. But this need not destroy your affectionate attachment for one another.
The mutual affection and the "event" are two different questions, provided of
course you keep reminding yourselves that God is present in both of you,
loving you through each other.

So enjoy this love you have and be ready to pay the price of the sacrifice and
pain it calls for. I know you have Dick in your prayers; don't hesitate to let
God be the third party in your affection one for another. Pray "here we are,
my friend and I, and between us may there always be Christ as the third." I
think it was Fr. Bede Jarrett, O.P., who once said "Oh dear Friendship! What
a gift of God it is! Speak no ill of it. Praise it, for He is the Maker and
Model ... "

Dear Son, be joyful in your friend, and be grateful. God is good, and He
is merciful as well as just.

Ever affectionately, carissimo mio amico,
Padre Urbanus
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BOOK SERVICE

PACKAGE DEAL. Available nowhere else. At a $2.00 saving to you. All of James Barr's
books. Quatrefoil, Derricks and Game of Fools for $10.00. An Ideal Gift for any
occasion. Order Now!

ROO'~1 IN CHELSEA SQUARE, Anonymous , ~.}.I;)

An amusing, biting, irreverent novel.

FEATHERS OF DEATH by Simon Raven $3.50
Here is a novel concerning itself with life in a British Regimental Unit on location in a
remote Colony beset with Native political uprisings. The relationship between a Troop
Leader and a Drummerboy has the stamp of something more than mutual regard.

THE SERGEANT, by Dennis Murphy, Viking S3.SO
Well.paced, skillful story of the seduction of a handsome young G.I. by his sergeant-
up to the drinking buddy stage. Poor ending.

COUP DE GRACE, by Marguerite Yourcenar, F.S.&c.. $3.00
Coup de Grace is the second of Madam Yourcenar's novels to be translated from the
French by Grace Frick in collaboration with the author, Hadrian's Memoirs being the
first. Coupe de Grace has the same high quality prose as the earlier wo'rk but much
greater swiftness of narrative.

CHRIST AND THE HOMOSEXUAL, by Rev. Robert W. Wood $3.95
"Is it proper for two people of the same sex to enter into the institution of marriage?
This is an important question to which I must answer, 'Yes.''' So writes Robert W. Wood,
a prominent Congregational minister who is deeply moved by the immorality of the
treatment accorded to the homosexual by the Church. This is the first book written by a
responsible clergyman to welcome homosexuals into the Church without demanding that
they give up the practice of homosexuality. This book will still be talked about years
from now ...

•

MUST YOU CONFORM?, by the late Dr. Robert Lindner.. $3.00
"Homosexuality and the Contemporary Scene" and "Must You Conform?" are the two
essays out of the six contained in the book which taken together constitute a Declara-
tion of Independence for the homosexual.

THE HOMOSEXUAL IN AMERICA, by Donald Webster COry $6.00
A new and revised edition of a history-making book. It is written by a homosexual
and subtitiled "A Subjective Approach."

Remittance must accompany all orders. Add 20c for shipping costs, tax in California.

Address ONE Inc. Book Dept., 232 S. Hill Street, Los Angeles 12, California
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TOWARD UNDERSTANDING

The purpose of this col-
umn is to create a better
understanding of homo-
sexual problems through
the psychiatric viewpoint.

BLANCHE M. BAKER
M.D., PH.D.

Dear Reader:

Everyday for years Ol'l'E has received letters from individuals who were tor-
mented and who made a plea for help. In the January, 1959, issue of ONE
Magazine this column was commenced to answer such questions from the psy-
chiatric point of view. My approach was and always has been positive. I insist
that homosexuals are people too. In my opening column I said "Attempts to
describe a 'typical' homosexual are laughable. There is but one common bond-
they prefer their own sex as a love object, a matter of personal taste." Thus
I have always regarded homosexuality as a way of life and not a disease in any
sense. My stress has always been on self-acceptance-Iearning to appreciate
who and what you are and how to release your own unique creativity in a dis-
criminating and wholesome fashion. There are thousands of well-adjusted homo-
sexuals leading busy, useful lives. With continued encouragement there can
be many more doing the same.

From January 1959 to June 1960 Toward Understanding continued to serve
this need for thousands of readers of ONE Magazine, but serious illness forced
me to discontinue the effort. There can be no plans for an immediate resumption
of this column but at this Season I wanted to take the opportunity to wish you
all the very best, and express my desire to be back working with you in the
near future.

Merry Christmas,
Blanche M. Baker
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PLEASE DO NOT EXPECT PROMPT REPli ES FROM
THE EDITORS. HEAVY WORKLOADS DO NOT PER·
MIT THEM TO ENTER INTO LENGTHY CORRE·
SPONDENCE.

READERS ON RELIGION
Dear Sirs:

It is true that we are quite a religious-
minded nation and that the churches are
sometimes overflowing. Too many of those
attending unfortunately are trying to hide
their sins from their neighbors. But this fools
very few people, and it is for certain it does-
n't fool God.

The way some talk you would be led to
believe we don't gamble, we don't drink,
nobody has sex, and venereal disease is un-
heord of. Well it doesn't take much research
or observation to find out that more money
is won and lost in some form of gambling
in this country than in any country on earth.
We consume more alcoholic beverages than
any nation on earth. Sexual intercourse takes
place almost before the public's eyes in
parked cars and venereal disease among
teen-agers is the cause of growing concern
to Health Departments.

Mr. H.
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Slater:
Enclosed is an article from the National

Christian Journal, "Merchants of Filth." It is
so .patent that it seems almost a waste of
time to say it that it is not "Antichrist
strategy" which has debauched our society,
but the Christian efforts to suppress funda-
mental biological urges.

To protect children is a righteous-sounding
endeavor, but we know people's motives are
seldom what they say they are. It stands to
reason that the person who satisfies his sexual
desires through direct expression will have
less interest in vicarious literary titillations
than the person who isn't getting it.

The anti-sexual ideal of most Christian
cults, when coupled with guilt, fear and frus-
tration, then mixed with glandular necessity,
make it easy to understand why extremists
are so dedicated to their crusades.

I am getting more than just a little tired of
those who project their own maddening de-
sires onto others less inhibited. It is to our
national discredit that the government has
Wilfully prostituted itself to do the bidding of
fanatic moralist pressure groups. All thought-
ful citizens should pause a moment at this
policy.

When a church group gets its bowels all in
an uproar and clamors for a big purge, it
would make good sense if they themselves
took the purge. These agitators are sick and
infect the whole population with their ob-
sessions. As though the government hasn't
enough to worry about from external reasons,
it persists in preying on its own people at the
behest of religious agitators.

Mr. B.
Seattle, Washington

Dear ONE Magazine:
Last winter (December, 1959) you had an

interesting review of a book about the finding
of the Gospel of St. Thomas among the buried
works of Third and Fourth Century Christian-
ity. It was a very interesting review, but it
seemed rather one-sided to me and made my
heart ache because I had to admit that some-
times we homosexuals are quite narrow-
minded.

I am a Jew but gave up my religion long
ago, for many reasons. I approached priests,
rabbis and ministers on the question of homo-
sexuality. A good deal was said intelligently,
sometimes warmly, sometimes logically, but
all of it was exactly what I do not believe.

The rabbis I questioned pointed out that
in the Old Testament we were condemned to
death. The Catholic priests said that homo-
sexuality is a sin because it is a sexual emo-
tion outside the holy state of marriage, stated
by God to be between male and female for
the purpose of bearing children.

The Protestant ministers varied in their
attitudes, but only quantitatively, not quali-
tatively. They all said homosexuality is a sin
and a sickness, but they disagreed as to how
much of which, all the way from God's con- .
demning us to hell, to "the homosexual is a
sick person whose sickness is not his own
fault, but the fault of the generation before
him." Protestant churches in New York are
making a very strong effort to have us pitied
rather than condemned and to supply us with
doctors who will "cure" us.

All to whom I talked were serious, honest
and willing to take part in any activity that
would help .homosexuals not to be "sinners"



any more. Of them all, the Cathalic Church
seemed to be the most aware af us, the Prot-
estant Church the most anxious to "treat us,"
and the Jewish the most certain that because
of the high value placed upon the family by
its teachings that Jewish homosexuals must
be very few.

Mr. S.
North Bergen, New Jersey

Dear Sirs,

If Christ were upon the earth today I am
sure he would not consider the homosexual
different from those of other sexual desires.
He would be, as we say, Christ-like and love
and respect all of his flock. I cannot conceive
of his acting in any other way. These holier-
then-thou clergymen should look around their
own back yards before voicing their (usuclly
wrong) opinions on homosexuality.

After reading Fr. Buckley's book, MORAL-
ITY AND THE HOMOSEXUAL, I can only say
that the Roman Catholic Church has much to
learn about Christianity, also, having studied
for more than three years in one of the largest
Catholic seminaries in this country my experi-
ence tells me they better not cast stones at
others.

Mr. O.
Bronx, New York

Dear Sirs,
May I quote to you from a column by

Bishop Sheen? It might shed some more light
on the Roman Catholic Church's views.

"When one falls into a perversion or an
excess of any appetite, for example, alcoholism
or carnal perversion, the remedy is not in the
eradication of the instinct, but rather its trans-
formation. Our Blessed Lord did not condemn
love in the Magdalen which degenerated into
erotic luxury; rather He transformed it, making
her fires burn upward instead of downward
... Many a person who is a great sinner has
the possibility of becoming a great saint on
condition that he channels the energy into a
different direction.

"The pleasure associated with the satisfac-
tion of every instinct decreases with its ex-
ercise. That is why alcoholics and degenerates
become caught in their excesses; they have
to repeat their sins and intensify them in
order to capture a diminishing pleasure."

It seems to me that the greatest service
ONE is doing is making a lot of young men
who read it realize that they ore not alone in
this problem. It must also be remembered, as
I understand it, the Church also condemns as
sinful heterosexual relations between unmar-
ried persons. Homosexuals acts are considered
a more serious sin because of being against
ncture, a perversion.

Mr. B_
North Adams, Mass.
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Dear Sir,
I at least try to follow my religious faith,

but it is extremely difficult to reconcile homo-
sexuality and Catholicism, also, I have a great
deal more yearning for young boys than for

'older men. I am not a complete homosexual.
I still love a woman if the opportunity presents
itself, however I seldom go out of my way to
find a woman, but I'd drive hundreds of miles
for a slim, good-looking affectionate young
boy.

It would be much better in many ways, I
realize, if I could find a good woman and
marry. However, it is very debatable whether
or not that would be any real solution. As I
am now twenty-nine the chances are slim for
my breaking away. I do not know whether it
is possible for homosexual unions to be on
a high and respectable plane.

Mr. F.
Maywood, California

Gentlemen,

David and Jonathan, and the Beloved Dis-
ciple, John, with the Master, Jesus, are ex-
amples of an infusion of inspired light that
no psychiotrist or metaphysician, with their
professiono] fees, could ever explain. The Holy
Spirit infused into man is a gate that is straight
and narrow. By it he knows the feelings and
loves and passions of others, for f,e sees them
all as a reflection of God's light and wisdom.

Sin is something relative. Sins are greater
or lesser, depending upon the circumstances
and upon individual or collective opinion
prevalent at the time. As I read Plato and
Socrates, and then abserve in my physique
magazines the praper settings and poses of
the yaunger youths, I am properly cautioned
within my own conscience that I am gazing
upon the image af God, a very magnificent
creation, which most people cannot see.

There is need in this very sick, nervous and
ailing world for those people who can think
for themselves; reason for themselves; com-
prehend for themselves, away from the news-
papers and TV programs and sermons that
would dull men's minds and give them no
incentive to use their own God-given attri-
butes.

Mr. B.
Stockton, California

TENNIS ANYONE?

Dear friends at ONE,

Mr. B. of Long Island [October, 1960) and
I both own beautiful homes, yet have no one
to share them with. However, I do not feel
that pen pals are the answer. In "Annie Get
Your Gun" she sings, "You Can't Get a Man
With a Gun." You also can't get one by mail-
order.

Mr. J.
Dallas, Texas
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Greetings,

Tell Mr. B. thot I would be most happy for
a game of tennis and further discussions of
our likes and dislikes, as my present plight
seems similar to his. I'm in my mid-twenties
and never really understood or accepted my
gay nature until about a year aga. Nan-
smoker, teetotaler, Protestant, have a good [ob
and love sports, having so participated and
won honors in highschool and college. Now I
find myself living in a three-bedroom house
with nobody to talk to but the walls and
furnishings. The only voices I hear are those
on the radio and TV. I go to bed so lonely I
can hardly stand it. I am resolved that this
situation must be changed.

Mr. J.
Huntington Park, California

READING AS THERAPY

Dear ONE:

I am a truck driver living in a heterosexual
world which is unaware of my homosexuality.
I have been very depressed most of my life,
since the age of seventeen when I first realized
I was not normal. Now the feelings of guilt
and self-pity are leaving me. After reading
many articles in ONE Magazine I realize that,
for me, it is normal to be homosexual. I am
happier, freer-minded and have given up
thoughts of "self-destruction to rid society of
a menace."

I never realized before that there are so
many millions of people in my position. Living
in a small town is rather frustrating. The prob-
lem of meel"ing people nags everybody, I
guess. There are so many well-thought-out
articles in the past issues of the Magazine that
I have wondered if you could not place one
or more of the best of these in magazines with
enormous reader coverage. It would help to
make the public understand our side and ex-
plain our problems to a larger audience.

Mr. S.
---, California

Dee: friends:

Keep up your good work. I hope the en-
closed check will help. You don't know how
much you have helped me. I am happy that
I can have a part in this great and big work,

Mr. R.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Dear ONE:
In appreciation for all your efforts to help

our cause I am enclosing a money order to do
what I can. Reading your little publication has
helped me in so many ways. It's the open
door to our small world, and helps us see our-
selves in the right perspective. I look forward
to it each month with great pleasure.

Mr. C.

Allen Park, Michigan

Dear friends:
A complaint-my first in six years. I get

the Magazine each month, sit down and read
it avidly from cover to cover. Then, I have to
wait another month before I get the next issue!
Terribly disconcerting. Therefore on behalf
of myself, and I'm sure many others, I hope
you increase in wealth, health and material
to make it a weekly. Soon.

Mr. l.
Brooklyn, New York

Hi Fellers:
To help "the cause" here's another five

bucks.
Sandy
San Diego, California

Dear friends.
It appears to me that some of our own

people need education equally as much as
does uninformed society. I am struck and
surprised at the selfishness and self-centered-
ness of many of our group. It is they who give
society the impressions they have, and we
must all suffer from the results.

For example, Mr. B., of Long Island, sitting
in his big house staring into the fireplace and
feeling sorry for himself, waiting for someone
to come along and bring him a little boy.
Why isn't Mr. B. out doing all he can to help
those less fortunate than himself? Why isn't
he concerned with bringing others [oy? Why
isn't he doing something constructive?

Mr. F.
---, Quebec

Dear friends:
With five million homosexuals in this coun-

try you ought to be swamped with money, but
you know in America everyone is out to make
money, not to spend it. The stingy homosexual
as a rule is of the type which earns no credit
for the rest.

Mr. G.
Washington, D. C.
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