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LOG CABIN
VICTORIES

SCORES ELECTION
ACROSS TEXAS

Strong Houston Effort Leads the Way
Log Cabin members and supporters gained
significant new ground in the March 12 Texas
Republican primary. Numerous Log Cabin
members and supporters were elected to pre~inct
chair positions in Austin, Dallas, San Antonio,

other smaller cities and counties, and - above all- in Houston. Many
were elected to represent their precincts at senate district conventions
and ultimately became state convention delegates. An organized and
coordinated effort by members statewide succeeded in getting gay-
friendly resolutions passed at the precinct level for the first time.
Additionally, moderate Republican candidates for local and/arty
offices won elections in every city where they were con teste by far
right extremists.

In a surprise development, the Refugio County Convention passed
Log Cabin-sponsored resolutions calling for the deletion of anti-gay
language from the state platform and supporting hate crimes legislation.
The resolutions were introduced by Refugio County chairperson
Martha Thielhorn, a 72 year old grandmother! Refugio County is now
the most gay-supportive Republican county in the state.

Log Cabin's success was most pronounced in Houston, where Log
Cabin members had launched a year-long project called the "Precinct
Initiative." The Precinct Initiative aimed at getting gay and gay-friendly
Republican precinct chairmen elected. It also coordinated the effort to
make a strong presence at precinct conventions the night of the primary.
As a result, dozens of openly gay and gay-friendly new precinct chair-
persons were elected for the first time.

Also, several precinct conventions passed resolutions sponsored by
Log Cabin-Texas calling for the Republican Party to eliminate all anti-
gay language from the state platform, to end the state party's support
for the sodomy law, to support hate crimes legislation, and to denounce
violence as an expression of opinion about a person. Although ultimate
adoption of the resolutions at the state convention is doubtful, their
passage does mark progress over past efforts and will provide the
necessary first building block ultimately to change the party platform.

"I couldn't be more thrilled at the results," said State Secretary
and Precinct Initiative co-chair Tirey Counts. "We showed what we
can do when we organize, work hard, and get active. We can make a
difference!" Counts and State President Dale Carpenter were among
the precinct chair winners on Super Tuesday.

Counts noted that success at the precinct level, both in electing
delegates and in passing resolutions, was just the first step in the uphill
fight to change the state party. "You don't start with a palace coup at
the top; you start from the bottom and work your way up," observed
Counts, drawing upon the successful strategies used by die religious
right to take control of the state par.ty organization. Organizers expect
that the experience gained from this primary, marking the first active
participation by many members in the political process, will yield even
better results in the future. The Precinct Initiative's organization and
methods are expected to serve as a model for future elections in Texas

and across the nation.
State President Dale Carpenter emphasized that

Log Cabin's grassroots efforts were critical to its
success in changing the Republican Party's views on
gays and lesbians. "We've got to show party regulars
that we can be effective in politics; we've got to show
them some tangible results," he said. "Only then will
party candidates realize that we're an important
constituency that cannot be overlooked or maligned.
The acceptance of gay people into the party will help
make the Republican Party a true majority party in
Texas because we cut into traditionally Democratic votes."

The precinct effort involved amassing a large data-
base, mailing thousands of letters, recruiting candidates,
holding workshops on precinct organization, block-
walking on behalf of contested candidates, and raising
money to fund it all. Marion Coleman, whose efforts
have been critical to the success of Log Cabin-Houston,
donated countless hours of work and printing services
to the effort. Vilven Designs, who provide the graphics
design for The Quest, also contributed mightily. In
addition, countless volunteers gave thousands of hours
to the effort.

In other key primary races, mainstream Republicans
won contested races for party chair in Bexar (San
Antonio), and Travis (Austin) Counties. Moderates also
won state representative races in Austin, congressional
races in Dallas, and religious right activists were defeated
in state board of education races in Houston and
San Antonio.
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President's Message

The Log Cabin Republicans of Texas reached a turning point on
March 12, 1996.

The news had been bad for awhile. Pat Buchanan, the man who said
he wouldn't hire an openlygay person for his administration no matter
how well qualified the applicant and said that AIDS was nature's
retribution on gays, was on a roll, making news and winning delegates.
Almost e-very Presidential contender, including Bob Dole, supported an
anti-gay rally in Iowa. Even Steve Forbes, whose father was gay, waffled
on gay Issues.

Then came March 12, the Texas primary. If we needed any proof
that a few determined people could make a difference, we got it that
day. The Precinct Initiative, based until now in Houston, won - and
won big. For the first time ever anywhere in the state, large numbers of
openly gay and gay-friendly men and women won precinct chair
positions. For the first time ever, sensible Republicans succeeded in passing
resolutions calling for an end to the state party platform's anti-gay
planks. The sodomy law took a beating in precinct after precinct. Hate
crimes legislation was boosted. Violence was denounced. Republicans
were awakened to a party that finally took seriously its commitment to
limited government and individual freedom.

None of this happened by accident. It happened because a few people
got very angry about the direction of the party and decided to do some-
thing about it. It took everybody: from the people who like to gab on
the phone or send faxes, to the computer wizards who love e-rnail and
data programs, to the donors, to a seventeen year-old who decided he'd
been called "faggot" one too many times. Now we have experience on
our side. The effort will be even larger next time. It will spread to cities
all over Texas, all over the country.

More than anything else, we proved that our cause - ending the
party's hostility towards gays and lesbians - is not hopeless. We made
real, tangible, hard progress. We can be justifiably proud of that.

The struggle has only just begun. Much work lies ahead. But the edifice
of intolerance that some have built up around the party has begun to
crack. And we are beginning to pour through. We will not go back.
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TURTLE CREEK

TARGETS STATE,
NATIONAL

CONVENTIONS
by E. Keith Pomykal (Chairman, Turtle Creek)

As the premier think tank Log Cabin club in the nation, Turtle
Creek is diligently working to contribute significantly to the success
of our mission in this very busy political year. Our issue-oriented
meetings provide a unique foundation that both aids and challenges
the philosophical growth of our members.

High on our priority list this Spring is a fund-raiser to benefit
our mission at .the Texas State GOP Convention in San Antonio,
June 20-22. Details for the Spring fund-raiser are still being
confirmed at press time; however, the format of the fund-raiser will
honor a local Republican who has contributed significantly through-
out his life in his own way to our cause. While we honor this
individual, we will also be raising funds for our own mission at the
state convention. It is Turtle Creek's goal to be able to contribute
greatly to the success of Log Cabin's efforts at the state convention.

Chairman Pomykal is
pleased to announce the election
of two new members and well-
known Dallasites to the State
Executive Board to serve terms
for the balance of this calendar
year. They are Social Chairman
Chuck Walters and Membership
Chairman W. Clarke Cook. The
high dedication of these individ-
uals to our mission underscores
Turtle Creek's commitment to
the state organization's goals. (l. to R.) Dale Carpenter and E. Keith Pomykal

Following our active participation at the state convention in
June, Turtle Creek will continue the political year with its monthly
second Tuesday dinner-discussion meetings at the Bronx restaurant
on Cedar Springs. Our regular meetings will be complemented by a
Summer Social in July and eclipse with participation at both the Log
Cabin National and the Republican National Convention in San
Diego in August. We are on the victorious Log Cabin bandwagon
and having a good time on the way!

TURTLE CREEK CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: E. Keith Pomykal, (214) 351-3136
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Lobbies On HN Discharges
The Log Cabin Republicans of Austin contacted the office of

US Congressman Greg Laughlin to urge support of HR 2959, a
bill that repeals an amendment to the Defense Appropriations Bill
that mandates discharge of HIV-infected individuals from military
service. The HIV discharge amendment was sponsored by
Representative Robert Dornan (R-Cal.), a notoriously anti-gay
congressman.

An aide to Representative Laughlin told Austin chapter
President Steve Labinski that the Congressman is undecided on
the issue. The Austin chapter asks for all Log Cabin members and
supporters in his district to write or call the congressman's office
and ask him to co-sponsor the bill. His address is: Honorable
Greg Laughlin, 442 Cannon, Washington, DC 20515. Writers and
callers should emphasize that the Defense Department, military
leaders (including Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Shalikashvili), and conservative commentators like George Will,
all oppose the draconian Dornan Amendment. Labinski remarks:
"Remember that a primary goal of Log Cabin is to inform and
educate our elected GOP officials. Many of them are completely
unaware of Log Cabin or its actual goals. As part of a grass-roots
organization, that is where members come in."

In Central Texas, Laughlin's district includes Williamson,
Bastrop, Hayes, and parts of Travis County. It winds down to the
Houston area covering Brazoria, Aransas, and Matagorda counties.

In other chapter news, the group elected Rich Salinas to the
unfilled position of vice-president during February's membership
meeting. Salinas said, "I look forward to working with the group
as vice-president." Austin President Steve Labinski commented,
"Rich is a fine individual with strong Republican views, and great
enthusiasm, so I look forward to the energy he brings to the
executive position." The position of vice-president was vacated
by Marco Roberts, who is moving to Houston.

AUSTIN CHAPTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (512) 916-3236 Fax: (512) 482-8397

E-mail address:lcraustin@labnet.com

First Empire Financial Services
FINANCIAL PLANNING & INVESTMENT COUNSELING

s. Kreg Bartley
Financial Consultant

State Bonk and TrustBuilding
8214 Westchester, Suite 500
Dallas, Texas 75225

The Regency plaza Building
3710 Rawlins, Suite 1100

Dallas, Texas 75219

Business 214-350-8015 • Toll Free 800-373-7525 • Fax 214-350-6154
Securitiesoffered through RoyalAlliance Associates, Inc. • Member NASD/SIPC

Lucien,Stir> '
& GrayLSG Financial Corporation~ -J

• Mutual Funds • Life Insurance
• Annuities

Walter L. Wilson, m
President

Specialist in:· 401 (k)lProflt Sharing
• Group Benefits
• OwnerlExec. Compo

(512)458-3303 (800)LSG-LSG3
4005 Guadalupe St. Austin, TX 78751

• Member NASD •

~bmnlinehlrvices
Putting

&

£~F7#'F7£?

\~"'''\~~,,\\\'-~,
g(@]OOOO 1-800-369-6501
info@labnet.com
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by Phil Bourassa (President, Metroplex)

Happy Leap Year fellow Log Cabiners & Cabinesses. So far, 1996 has been an exhausting, yet productive one here at Metroplex
Republicans. In reinventing our organization from being a traditionally pleasant social group into one that has some serious politi-
cal activism on its mind, we've revolutionized our approach to everything that we're doing.

For starters, we're making use of the mass media to get the message out to other family members who don't happen to read the
gay publications from week-to-week, and thus may not know we exist. For example, we've put advertisements in a couple of the
alternative newspapers and in the SMU campus newspaper. It has all been an expensive experiment in which we're hedging our bets
to bring in people who are serious about being gay/lesbian conservatives. So far, the ads have drawn fascinating visitors to our meet-
ings, including: a former White House aide in the Bush Administration and a former Texas A&M professor. We hope they'll become
active members, because they all seem to bring beaucoups of know-how with them.

Our general meetings have maintained the much-appreciated candidate/Q&A format with dinner. However, our February meet-
ing took an interesting turn. The original plans for that evening were to take a straw poll identical to the Texas primary following
the (local) candidate presentations. Because none of the presidential candidates were able to speak at our meeting that night, we
opened the floor up to our attendees to speak on behalf of whomever they supported, before taking the poll. Talk about passion!
(Fortunately, no one had taken advantage of the new concealed handgun law.) Beforehand, I would have expected everybody to feel
warm and fuzzy about the same folks for nomination, but I was wrong. For instance, a couple of attendees made it very clear that
Patrick Buchanan was their choice, not because they admired the man or his fashion sense, but rather, to give the religious right the
rope they need to hang themselves with. This would expose their narrow, intolerant movement to be foolish and failing miserably,
and would teach the party a lesson never to align itself with these sorts. Needless to say, other members were vocal in their opposi-
tion to this tactic, feeling that handing power over to Buchanan would spell political suicide for the party. They supported gay-friend-
ly Steve Forbes and/or Mr. Experience himself, Robert Dole. At the end of this debate, I myself could only nominate an extra-strength
Tylenol for my headache. Everybody left the meeting well-informed, stating that the spontaneous debate made this one of the best
meetings we've had in a long time. It looks like we've found a new angle to our meetings.

To continue, as part of our educating-the-community mission, we've come up with a really hot looking brochure about what
Log Cabin is about (from the Dallas perspective). It even has pictures! It is a long overdue, tangible piece of learning material to
hand to our visitors or to mail to reporters, etc ... I get excited just thinking about it. Please call if you want a copy forwarded to you.

Another part of the NEW Metroplex Republicans involves contact with the Republican world outside the gay scene. We've been
going to mainstream Republican functions, meeting people, and telling them which cabbage patch we're from and what we're about.
So far, not one of us has been tarred and feathered. The other Republicans have acted nice enough, and an officer of the Dallas
County Young Republicans stated that he would be interested in visiting (and maybe speaking at) our Metroplex Republican group,
from a professionallpoliticallevel, of course. I'll have a progress report on this matter in the next issue ...

Another one of our biggest goals this year is to respond immediately to bad press about Log Cabin Republicans, with either let-
ters to the editor and/or columns. Of course, we won't have to do this too much, considering how consistently unbiased the gay/les-
bian media is to our party. Another related objective is to attend and be vocal at gay/lesbian community political meetings, too. Like
the bad press item above, I don't expect much of a need for this, because these are all wonderfully non-partisan forums where the
input of people in both parties is sought, heard, and respected. NOT!

Well everybody, it looks like we have our work cut out for us. When you're in Dallas, please visit us or (gulp!) speak to our
group. It's a nice way of tangibly reminding the members that we are not an island out in the gay political sea. Nevertheless, we try
to remain committed to our cause, for it is done with a sense of duty, a belief in bi-partisan political expression for all, and most
importantly, straight from the heart.

M£TROPl£X CONTACT INfORMATION
Phone: (214) 877-4154
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by Robert Tomlin (Houston chapter newsletter editor)

On the one hand, 1996 has been a wonderfully exciting year for us here in
the Bayou City. On the other hand, it has been an excitingly wonderful year. No
matter how you look at it, we're having an eventful, wonderful year.

On February 11, we celebrated Lincoln's 187th birthday with good food, hot
music, a silent auction, and a cake that looked like a log cabin in miniature. In
addition, we were honored by the appearance of many special guests, including

Houston City Council member Martha Wong.
Our special guest of honor was the retiring
chairperson of the Harris County Republican
Party, Betsy Lake, who has consistently and
courageously supported Log Cabin's involvement
in the party. Thanks to John Melton, Ways &
Means Committee chair and all Ways & Means
Committee volunteers who produced a fun and
very successful fundraiser.

Houston club membership has surpassed the century mark and
is well on its way to the goal of 200 members by year's end, thanks
to an aggressive membership drive. Business cards will be issued to
officers, board members, and committee chairs in order to promote
Log Cabin Republicans-Houston. In addition, membership cards
were approved and will be available this Spring.

The Political Affairs Committee, Tirey Counts, Chair, put in
many long hours of work for the March 12 Texas primaries. (See the full story on page 1 of this
newsletter.) All who volunteered in the various activities over the past year deserve "attaboys"
and "attagirls" for working diligently for the cause.

We're proud to write that our Screening Committee conducted the first
candidate screening for Log Cabin-Houston in February. The screening was
an opportunity for those candidates who came before us to be interviewed
extensively on political issues important to the gay and lesbian community.
Co-chaired by Ed Inderwish and Dale Carpenter, the committee recommended
three candidates for support in the Republican primary in local elections.
The significance of the establishment of this screening and recommendation
process cannot be underestimated because it emphatically declared Log
Cabin-Houston as an alternative political voice for Houston's gay and lesbian
community and because it adds yet another dimension to our reputation as
a vigorous organization darin "do our duty as we understand it."
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Gay Left Howlers
A compendium of
outrageous quotes from
the loony left

She's better at tennis than political analysis:
Interviewer: "What do you think of gay Republicans?
Martina Navratilova: "I don't get it. How can you be a
Republican when you're gay? It just doesn't compute."
Interviewer: "They want to change it from the inside."
Navratilova: "Good luck." Interview in The Advocate,
December 12, 1995.

He's better at hyperbole:
"If we don't re-elect President Clinton this November,
we'll never have another pro-gay President in our life-
time." David Clarenbach, executive director of the Gay
and Lesbian Victory Fund, speaking as a panel member at
a conference in Aspen, Colorado during gay Ski Week
1996. Clarenbach was responding to an audience
member's concern that no one from Log Cabin was
invited to participate on the panel.

She's a better Democrat:
"[Dianne] Hardy-Garcia argued that gays and lesbians will
have to cast their lot with the Democratic party, which she
called more reasonable on gay rights questions. 'In Texas,
for the most part, our future will depend on the election of
Democratic people.'" News story, The Dallas Voice,
February 16, 1996.

He was better when he was a gay conservative:
'''The sad fact is that gay Republicans just don't get
it ... Most gay Republicans I know have learned nothing
from being gay. They compartmentalize it.' Kevin
McGilley is right on the mark and I should know."
Marvin Liebman, The Dallas Voice, January 5, 1996,
quoting Kevin McGilley, "a Washington gay Democrat
wit umber ay Republican friends." With "friends"
like 'lley,~ iebman ...

He's not really good at anything!'?):
"I believe we waste too much time on non-issues .. .Sorne
[gays] think supporting the Republican Party will make a
difference. Hal We might as well jump in and let the
sharks eat us for dinner." Glen Webber, columnist,
The Houston Voice, February 2, 19.96.

Religious Right Howlers
A compendium of outrageous quotes
from the far right

It's our Party and we'll scream if we want to:
"The [Republican or Democrat] Party of Texas calls upon federal, state
and local government to enforce all laws with respect to homosexual
conduct. We demand that state public health authorities regularly
inspect health clinics, adult bookstores, bath houses, and restaurants
for the presence of communicable diseases ... We believe homosexuality
should be presented as unhealthy and illegal. We further demand that
no person should receive special legal entitlement and/or privileges
based on sexual preference (homosexuality, pedophilia, necrophilia,
bestiality, or incest}." From a resolution to be introduced as part of the
state party platform, The Link Letter, March 1996.

fi
""-I ~ Another preacher sets a good Christian example:

"There's a lot of talk these days about homosexuals
coming out of the closet. I didn't know they'd
been in the closet. I do know they've always
been in the gutter." Jerry Falwell, quoted in
OutYouth (Austin newsletter), December 1995.

After all, it's where he was recruited:
"These [gay and lesbian] community centers

become recruitment agencies, using federal
dollars to educate children into the homosexual lifestyle. Some centers
even pay students to attend meetings and provide 'finder fees' to those
who bring a friend ... The federal government is now funding more than
8,000 gay and lesbian centers and because they are non-profit organiza-
tions, there is no accountability. As a result, Uncle Sam has become the
nation's largest pimp running a gigantic network of whorehouses."
Louis Sheldon, quoted in Christian Coalition Watch, December 15, 1995.

But not as dirty as an Augean stable:
"The proponents of intruding the male sex organ into the anus of
another, an environment more intensely laden with bacteria and virus
than a San Francisco sewer, have now achieved public support, seducing
gullible city officials and hypnotizing taxpayers into providing facilities
for promotior; and glorification of their 'life-style." From a flyer
distributed religious right activists protesting the San Antonio city
council's ion to allow organizers of a gay and lesbian community
center to in a public meeting facility.

!j1 for c' sanan:
L makes I1!.e':::£eel more than ever that we have to get out more andI·spread the word [about the need to support Pat Buchanan for
@ President.] We have to do what God has wanted us to do from the
v beginning." Donna L. Shoemake, age 27, church member of Atlanta's

Northside Independent Methodist Church, reacting to a church visit
by Buchanan,quoted in The New York Times, March 4, 1996.

More great moments in the history of homophobia:
"We don't essarily di~cdminate. We simp~y exclude certai? types of .
people." 01. Gerald.:Wellman; M.l.T. R~;r~ instructor, defending
the ban 0 .s in the military. .
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Texas Elects New
Vice-President and Secretary
Log Cabin-Texas elections held in January brought two new

officers to work for the state organization.

Laird Parker, a member and former Chairman of the Turtle
Creek chapter, was elected to serve until September as State Vice
President. Parker, who was born in Houston and now calls Dallas
home, has already begun working closely with our State
Convention Task Force to organize a visible Log Cabin presence
at the meeting in June.

Tirey Coun~s, a Houston chapter member, was elected to
serve until September as the State Secretary. Counts has served on
the State Steering Committee for most of the past year. He heads
up the Houston Chapter's Political Affairs Committee and serves
as co-chair of the Precinct Initiative, a Houston-based grassroots
effort to elect gay and gay-friendly precinct chairs. Counts plans
to build the state database to include more detailed and up-to-
date information about state members.

Plans for Log Cabin
Activity at State Convention

Move Forward
by Brian Enright (Chair, State Convention Task Force)

The Republican Party of Texas State Convention will be held
in San Antonio, June 20-22. Everyone who is anyone in Log
Cabin-Texas will be there that weekend. Get out your Franklin
Day Planners, because here is what you need to know to be a
part of this event:

Log Cabin's official hotel is the Ramada Emily Morgan,
located at 705 E. Houston St. in downtown San Antonio (one
block north of the Alamo). Try to book a room or rooms for the
nights of June 20, 21, and 22 at the rate of $109 per night. If
you want a room, call the hotel at (210) 225-8486 and make a
reservation in your name. If no room is available, call me at
(214) 877-4154 to let me know how many rooms and how many
nights you need. Once I have your name, I will forward to you
any information the Republican Party of Texas sends me pertaining
to the convention.

Log Cabin-Texas will have a booth in the exhibit hall
throughout the convention. On June 21-22, we will also have a
hospitality suite at the exclusive Fairmount Hotel in downtown
San Antonio. Log Cabin activities at the convention will culmi-
nate with a big state fund-raiser Saturday night, June 22, at our
Fairmount Hotel hospitality suite.

We need to have a strong showing at the state convention,
so please plan to join us for as many events as possible! If you
would like more detailed information, feel free to call me at the
above number at any time.

[To make reservations for the Log Cabin National
Convention, held in August the weekend before the Republican
National Convention, call the Park Manor Suites Hotel in San
Diego at (619) 291-0999. Call now, rooms are going fast.]

San Antonio Members
Elect Officers

The budding San Antonio chapter of Log Cabin met in
February and March to get organized. At the February meeting,
the group elected Scott Moore as President, Roderic Wilson as
Vice President, Cherie Ballard as Secretary, and Bob Bell as
Treasurer. In March, the group considered the adoption of
bylaws. Already, there are more than enough members in the San
Antonio area to create a chapter. The group is expected to submit
its application for affiliation with the state and national organiza-
tions in April.

Religious Right is Minority
in G.O.P., Polls Show

Despite media hype and religious right boasting to the con-
trary, the religious right remains a minority of the Republican
primary electorate. Voter surveys in almost a dozen states during
the February and March primaries revealed that support for the
religious right among Republican voters ranged from a high of
38% (in Georgia) to a low of 16% (in Massachusetts), with an
average of about 25% nationwide. Even in Texas,
considered among the most conservative states in
the nation, the religious right constitutes only
about 35% of Republican voters in the
primary, according to a poll by the Houston
Chronicle.

All of this means that main-
stream voters constitute roughly 75%
of the Republican electorate around the
country. It's time for party leaders and
presidential candidates alike to heed
that fact.
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A calendar of upcoming events and dates significant to Log Cabin-
Texas members (date, times and locations subject to change).

April
9 - Turtle Creek (Dallas) meeting. 7:00 p.m., Bronx restaurant on

Cedar Springs.
11 - Dallas County Young Republicans meeting. 6:30 p.m., Doubletree

Hotel at Campbell Center.
22 - Houston chapter meeting. 6:30 social, 7:00 meeting. Call Gary

Van Ooteghem at (713) 524-4343 (ext. 1) for details.
23 - Metroplex meeting. 6:30-9:30, On the Border restaurant

(tentative), 3130 Knox.
27 - Turtle Creek (Dallas) Spring Social and Fundraiser, benefitting

Log Cabin-Texas activities at the Republican State Convention.
Date is tentative. Call E. Keith Pomykal at (214) 351-3136 for
details.

May
4 - State Steering Committee Meeting. 11:30 a.m lunch, 12:30-4:00

meeting at Tres Amigos Restaurant, 1801 S. Capitol of Texas
Highway(360), in Austin. All state members are welcome. Call
Dale Carpenter at (713) 758-3293 by April 20 to make a lunch
reservation. Cost for lunch will be approximately $15 per person.

4 - Summer celebration fundraiser, benefitting the Austin chapter.
7:30-9:00 p.m., location in Austin tbd. Call Steve Labinski at
(512) 482-0314 for details.

5 - Splash Day! Fun and sun at Hippie Hollow, Lake Travis.
7 - Metroplex work meeting. 6:30 p.m., Dallas Gay & Lesbian

Community Center.
9 - Dallas County Young Republicans meeting. 6:30 p.m., Doubletree

Hotel at Campbell Center.
14 - Turtle Creek (Dallas) meeting. 7:00 p.m., Bronx restaurant on

Cedar Springs.
23 - Austin chapter meeting. 7:00-8:30, Bertram's Restaurant (1601

Guadalupe).
27 - Houston chapter meeting. 6:30 social, 7:00 meeting. Call Gary

Van Ooteghem at (713) 524-4343 (ext. 1) for details.
28 - Metroplex meeting. 6:30-9:30, On the Border restaurant

(tentative), 3130 Knox.

June
4 - Metroplex work meeting. 6:30 p.m., Dallas Gay & Lesbian

Community Center.
11 - Turtle Creek (Dallas) meeting. 7:00 p.m., Bronx restaurant on

Cedar Springs.
13 - Dallas County Young Republicans meeting. 6:30 p.m., Doubletree

Hotel at Campbell Center.
20-22 -Republican State Convention general assembly in the

Alamodome, San Antonio. Call the Republican Party of Texas
(512) 477-9821 for details. See Texas & National Briefs in this
issue for details on available accommodations.

23 - Hoon Lesbian & Pride Parade. .m.
24 - hapter .30 socia
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until tRey get
to knowyou,
It'swhat's on the
surface that counts.
With that, do you want your
image quickly splashed on paper? Or do
you want House of Coleman to ink a better job?

House of Coleman ~
901 WEST ALABAMA 713.523.2521 • FAX 713.524.2643

Fine Printing and Graphics

$5.00 Gift Certificate
(NOT VALID ON OUT-Of-TOWN ORDERS)

& Ben White
~ Florist

Ask About Our Weekry
Rose Specials

3216 S. CONGRESS
(1/2 Mile North of Ben White)

Austin- 447-3577
1-800-538-3139

Citywide & World Wide Delivery
All Major Credit Cards Welcome

Cash & Carry Rose Specials
Can't Miss Club Reminder Seroice

0·52·11
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Our time has come ... Join Nowl

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name _

Street Address _

City State ________ Zip _

Residence Tel. Work Tel.

D ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $10.00 PAYABLETO LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF TEXAS

My ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO LOG CABIN TEXAS IS:

D 75.00 D 100.00 D OtherD 15.00 D 25.00 D 50.00

Mail To: Log Cabin Republicans of Texas, Post Office Box 50484, Austin, Texas 78763-0484
LOG CABIN TEXAS DOES NOT MAKE ITS MEMBERSHIP LIST AVAILABLE TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
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LCR-Texas Emerges As A GOP Mainstream Leader
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The Log Cabin

Log Cabin
T e x a s

Political Activities, Booth Controversy Lead to National Recognition

The State Republican Convention, held in San Antonio's Alamodome
June 20-22, demonstrated that Log Cabin-Texas is a leading force among
mainstream Republicans in the state. Virtually alone among mainstream
GOP groups in Texas, Log Cabin organized efforts to have an active and
visible presence at the convention, including testifying before the platform
committee, distributing literature on the convention floor. wearing LCR but-
tons, and even quietly protesting outside the hall. Combined with the near-
universal condemnation of party officials' decision to deny Log Cabin a

booth and an ad-
vertisement in the
convention pro-
gram, these efforts
catapulted LCR to
new heights of
recognition and
credibility as a po-
litical force -
both inside and
outside the gay
community.

Party offi-
cials initially ac-
cepted Log

Cabin's application to have an information booth at the state convention,
even cashing LCR's $400 check to pay for the space. They also accepted
LCR's submission for a full-page ad in the convention program. Then, in
late May, party officials abruptly announced they were rejecting both the
booth and the advertisement. LCR sued the state GOP over the issue, claim-
ing that the party was breaching its contract and violating state constitu-
tional rights. The Texas Human Rights Foundation, through its executive
director Michael Garbarino, agreed to underwrite the litigation for Log Cabin.

A media firestorm erupted, with every major newspaper, radio station,
and many television stations across the state covering events as they un-
folded. One newspaper, The Houston Chronicle, editorially lambasted state
GOP officials for excluding Log Cabin. The paper said that party officials
were not acting "like ladies and gentlemen." The story was also covered in
national publications like The New York Times and the Advocate.

At a hearing shortly before the convention, Log Cabin won an injunc-
tion ordering the Party to honor its obligations to give the group a booth and
an ad. The order was made by state district Judge John Dietz of Austin.
However, in an unusual and hasty emergency session just a day before the
convention began, the Texas Supreme Court stayed the judge's order, per-
mitting the party to exclude Log Cabin after all. Many Log Cabin members
and other legal observers in Texas noted wryly that four of the nine Supreme
Court justices attended a convention reception in their honor hosted by the

state party just a day after they ruled in the party's favor.
Despite the last-minute loss in the Texas Supreme Court, Log Cabin

maintained a high profile before and during the state convention. Before the
convention, several state LCR members travelled to San Antonio to testify
before the party platform committee. These members included State Presi-
dent Dale Carpenter, Austin Chapter President Steve Labinski, San Antonio
Chapter President Scott Moore, and Austin member Fred Ebner. Ebner's
eloquent statement to the committee may be found in this issue's Texas &
National
Briefs.

At the
convention
itself, some
three dozen
Log Cabin
members
were del-
egates or al-
ternates,
many of
whom pub-
licly pro-
claimed that
they were gay in senatorial and congressional caucuses and argued for a
moderation in the platform on social issues. LCR distributed on the conven-
tion floor almost 15,000 copies of the ad that had been rejected by the state
GOP. Non-delegate members staged a quiet protest outside the convention

(continued on Page 9)
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President's Message
Remember the Alamodome

If we needed any further demonstration of how vitally important it is
for us to be working for change in the Republican Party of Texas, we
got it in the Alamodome at the state convention, The religious right
wing of our party completely dominated the proceedings, as any-
body who was there (and there were plenty of us there) can tell you,
Delegates gave rousing ovations to Alan Keyes - an obscure, losing
contender for the party's nomination who polled no more than 3% of
the vote in most states - who said that "motherhood is every woman's
vocation." Probably half of the delegates supported Keyes in the
primary, a good indicator of how far from the mainstream the partici-

pants were. They shut out probably 70% of Dole's chosen national delegates, preferring "grassroots"
activists they could more easily control. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, deemed unacceptably "soft" on
abortion, barely escaped with a spot on the national delegation.

After the 1996 convention, the state party platform has been drained dry of every last drop of
tolerance and understanding, The party's usual - and needless - plank on homosexuality is worse
than ever, saying that we "tear at the fabric of society," (See the full text of the plank in the "Religious
Right Howlers" section of this issue.) The party's abortion plank is about as extreme as it could get: the
party stripped away a provision that recognized a woman's right to have an abortion when her life is
threatened by her pregnancy. What kind of "family value" prevents a woman, who may have small
children dependent upon her already, from saving her own life? Regardless of how you feel about
abortion, the "no exceptions" position is politically untenable, intellectually indefensible, and morally
bankrupt When delegates voted to excise the party's long-standing support for initiative and referen-
dum, they did so to prevent "the wrong kind of people" from using the tools of democracy. Who are the
wrong kind of people? Gambling interests, pro-choice advocates, and - wouldn't you know it? -
gays.

There were some victories. Despite the Herculean efforts of the party to exclude us, and despite the
Texas Supreme Court's unseemly rush to oblige them, we managed to get our message out to the con-
ventioneers, We passed out flyers at the convention. We engaged Christian Coalition members in
debate outside their own fundraiser, we helped to defeat some extremist national delegate candidates,
and we staged the most successful gay Republican fundraiser in Texas history,

And, thanks to party officials' discriminatory actions, and our own lawsuit, we gained more noto-
riety and support from all corners of the state than ever before, After the events of late May and June,
Log Cabin is now a recognized player in Republican politics, Our image in the gay community as an
effective advocate for gay civil rights is at an all-time high, There is hardly a politically aware person in
the state, gay or straight, who doesn't know who we are and what we do,

We achieved all this because many members from around the state contributed when they were
needed, Representatives from Austin and San Antonio set up our one-day booth the day before the
convention, and protested outside the convention hall when it was taken down. Representatives from
Dallas greeted Christian Coalition members as they entered their fundraiser. Houston members placed
flyers on cars outside the Alamodorne. And members from all chapters helped distribute our advertise-
ment to some 15,000 people on the convention floor.

The convention demonstrated how profoundly we all need each other and how much we can ac-
complish when we subordinate our own interests to the greater good. The religious right faction of our
party has a firmer grip on the party apparatus in Texas than in any other state, No chapter can "go it
alone" and be successful in trying to fight this overwhelming tide. Anyone who believes otherwise
either is a fool or has other interests in mind, As someone once said, we either all hang together or we
will assuredly all hang separately,

So if you ever feel down, or wonder why you're struggling in the GOP, or question the value of a
state-wide or nation-wide Log Cabin movement, Remember the Alamodome.
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Dallas Chapter Fights For GOP Inclusion
by Phil Bourassa (President, Dallas chapter)

"Who we are never changes, who we think we are does" (ex-
cerpt from Mary's Almanac). This quote is a reflection of the folks
at LCR-Dallas. As members, we've been determined, committed,
open and honest in fulfilling our mission. However, what we think
we are has gained greater depth: we're realizing that we're part of a
much broader effort across the nation in taking action and making
change. In the midst of all this, it's added greater focus and moti-
vating purpose to the grassroots way we're doing things. As a re-
sult, it's been a rather productive time around here ...

Well, as part of our Educating-the-Community mission, we
partook in the annual Oak Lawn Community Fair, held at the GLCC
in mid-June. The best aspect of this was the chance to chat with
representatives from diverse organizations who we otherwise never
had had the opportunity to encounter, ranging from the National
Leather Association to Sin Fronteras... They all had something to
say, and it gave us a chance to introduce Log Cabin's role in the
community. The best part of this was the way people visited our
table and said that they admired the stand that Log Cabin was taking
at the GOP State Convention.

In the way of our Educating-the-Party mission, Log Cabin joined
-~in-E=-a~t Leonard's political rally last week, which included local

big-timers such as John Carona and party Chairman, Bob Driegart.
Three LC members are working on Leonard's campaign via
phonebank and neighborhood walk assistance, to show support for
this non-gay, gay-tolerant/friendly city council candidate. By the
way, newly reelected State Representative Carona made it a point to
thank us for the congratulatory note we had forwarded to him. I
think we're on the right track to building positive communications
with straight Republicans, partly thanks to the string-bean casserole
yours truly provided for the event. Food can have a lot of political
mileage.

Speaking of building relationships, we're developing one with
a new Happy-Hour location of ours. Its co-owner, Wanda, is a hoot,

has asked to be put on our
mailing list, and has stated her
admiration for the political de-
termination of Log Cabin.
Equally important, she has
given me critical pointers on
the effective distribution of no-
tices (i.e., publicizing our LC
Workshop) on car wind-
shields, for example, which
parking lots "work", and
which ones security guards
chase you out of. You can't

beat great advice
like that.

Some good
things never
change, and that in-
cludes our monthly
General meetings
which still main-
tain their informa-
tive speaker/Q&A
forum. This past
quarter's speakers
included folks like
Steve Atkinson of
DGLA's Marriage
Project, who filled us in on related legislation, judicial developments
and strategies. Concord Coalition representatives spoke about the
national deficit, its impact on our economic futures and Concord's
mission to have both parties confront this matter before it's too late ...
Our latest meeting allowed us to meet John Hendry, candidate for
District 30 U.S. House Representative. (This district was cited by
May's Supreme Court opinion on issues related to redistricting). A
big concern of John's is the growing proportion that income taxes
are taking out of our paychecks, and his intention to bring attention
to this matter. As a result, he found an audience that could identify
with these concerns also. We wish the best of luck to all of these
speakers in meeting their objectives. By the way, our future meet-
ings will be held at the popular watering hole, Cafe Society. They
will still be on the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7pm.

Our latest project has been the "Counteracting the Religious
Right" workshop held at the end of June. It featured speakers such
as Reverend Tucker of the Metropolitan Community Church and
Debbie Frank of the Texas Freedom Network. Media coverage was
provided by the Dallas Morning News and the Voice. Donations
were collected for the Texas Freedom Network and the Cathedral of
Hope. The speakers were informative and the taco bean appetizers
from TGIFridays were magnifique.

So long readers, until the next time. Please contact us at the
number below with any questions you've got, and if you're in Big D
sometime, visit us, for Pete's sake. (We average approximately one
meeting, of some sort, every week).

DALLAS CHAPTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (214) 877-4154

D
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Houston Readies for Big Annual Fundraiser
by Robert Tomlin (Houston chapter editor)

Since we last visited, Log Cabin Republicans-Houston
wrapped up the greatly successful Precinct Initiative and helped
Kevin Brady, in a runoff against a radical right-supported candi-
date, win the Republican nomination for a chance to sit in the U.S.
House of Representatives. Many thanks to everyone for the hard
work, long hours, and participation in making this the first of many
active and successful years for LCR-H.

We are a committee-driven organization and there are many
new committee-related items of note. The Bylaws Committee,
chaired by Ed Inderwish, is a newcommittee that will review, study,
and recommend changes to existing bylaws. Another new com-
mittee, the Right to Die Committee chaired by Jeff Dorrell, is look-
ing at right to die issues in order to coach state representatives and
senators on upcoming legislation on the issue.

Extant committees continue to forge ahead with our mission.
Paul Simmons, new Membership Committee chair, reported at our
general meeting in June that we now have 132 paid members and
is looking at various innovative means to increase membership to
200 before the end of the year. The Public Relations Committee,
chaired by Jim Vilven, quickly produced an informative brochure
about LCR-H for the state Republican convention while working
on a general brochure as a marketing tool for the Houston chapter
(scheduled to be completed by or before September).

The Ways & Means Committee, under the calm leadership of
Ben Whittle, is busy planning our annual fall fundraiser - the
Elegant Elephant Evening II, to be held on September 20 in the
ballroom of the Wyndham Warwick Hotel. Our newsletter, LogOn2,
is sponsoring a contest to name the elephant illustrated on most of
our printed materials. So far, there are a number of entries with
many a clever appellation. In addition, the July/August issue of
LogOn2 will focus on women, women in politics, women in his-

tory, and Republican
women. It promises
to be an exciting is-
sue in a traditionally
slow news period.
The Political Affairs
Committee chair po-
sition is still open, but
will be filled within
the next three
months.

In other news,
LCR-H is addressing
an issue that ap-
proaches violation of
free speec h.

Bet1y Tonnesson and John Melton preparing
tickets for "Elegant Elephant Evening I"

OutSmart, a Houston-
based monthly publica-
tion for the gay and les-
bian community, was re-
moved from Walgreen's
Drug Store in Montrose
after the corporation re-
ceived a complaint about
the February issue, which
was devoted to informa-
tion about sex. Appar-
ently, a customer was in-
censed over OutSmart's
article that provided in-
structions on how to per-
form oral sex. The store
promptly removed the
magazine and refuses to
be a distribution site in
the future. Many Log
Cabin Republicans, and members of the community as well, patron-
ize Walgreen's on a regular basis, spending tens of thousands of dol-
lars annually. Log Cabin-Houston is presently coalition-building in
the community to address this issue. Among coalition members par-
ticipating is the Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus. If you've
ever read OutSmart, you'll know that it is, in the words of one Log
Cabineer, "squeaky clean" and that it is an important source of news
and entertainment for Houston's gay community. Why, our State
President and Houston chapter member, Dale Carpenter, publishes
articles on politics for OutSmart. Gee, maybe the Walgreen Com-
pany might consider removing Cosmo, where instructions for per-
forming oral sex are regularly given. Pardon the editorializing.

Finally, we were fortunate to have Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby
Executive Director Diane Hardy-Garcia as a special guest at our May
meeting. ardy-Garcia spoke about the work being done by the
LGRL t dress t ring rate of hate crimes, one of the most
egregio ms of nity perpetrated by anti-gay forces in our

s,ociety. "", Al , 1996 es to be a banner yeilf :
'hap,,1 g Cab blicans as we seek 'Ii,;: 'J
With t~e nsjounty Repub arty. Haia niL.
plan tq t ItfIouston for t gant Elep t rrmn:g
tember i e df1):henicer tim . e year III uS,p!).

Jerry Atwood, here speaking at the
"Elegant Elephant Evening I" will be a

guest at the September fundraiser
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Candidate Promises Austin
Chapter Action on Hate Crimes
by Steve Labinski (President, Austin chapter)

The Austin chapter of the Log Cabin Republicans enjoyed many fun events
and made further accomplishments in political activism. The group's lively
monthly meetings have attracted interesting speakers.

In April, Shane Phelps, candidate for District Attorney, spoke to a full
room. He informed us that under state law, the Travis County D.A. is the most
influential in the state, because any company that does business in the capital
city, as well as all state politicians, are under the office's purview. Phelps said
that hate crimes against gays and lesbians are an affront that he will prosecute
to the fullest extent of the law, and contrasted that with Ronnie Earle, the in-
cumbent, who has never personally tried a case in office. Phelps also dropped
by the Log Cabinffexas June fundraiser in San Antonio.

In May, Alvin Shaw, candidate for Sheriff spoke to an even larger crowd.
Like Phelps, he said that elected officials should serve all the people, gays and
lesbians included. He also stressed his experience fighting crime and serving
as chief deputy under the current administration. Log Cabin Texas President
Dale Carpenter also addressed the crowd.

Log Cabin! Austin delegates and alternates proudly wore the badge "The
Mod Squad," along with many other moderate/mainstream Republicans from
Austin who are dissatisfied with the social conservative Republican leaders in
Travis County, and their actions at the stateconvention. Despite hateful attacks
from the Young Conservatives of Texas, and a clear majority of ardent social
conservative delegates, we voted as a single block, and left the Alamodome
more motivated than ever to take the party back from single-issue extremists.

The week after the convention, State GOP Chairman Tom Pauken ad-
dressed the Austin Republican Men's Club, of which LCRI Austin folks are
members. Pauken found a contentious room of mostly "Mod Squad" Repub-
licans. He attempted to distance himself from the Texans United For Life
President Bill Price, who works brutally to ensure Bob Dole picks a pro-life
running mate. Following his remarks, a precinct chairman from Lakeway an-
nounced that he took offense at being called a "Baby Killer" during the con-
vention by other Austin delegates, and Pauken's speech does not reconcile
with his actions. Pauken did not answer many questions directly, and quickly
left before the event concluded. The event illustrates the division in the party,
where the party leadership has taken us, and what we must do in the future.

This August, the chapter's Political Affairs Committee will establish a
plan of achievable targets for the 1996/1997 time frame. If you enjoy politics,
and doing front line work, plan on attending the August meeting. Call Rich
Salinas at 458-1973 for location information.

Austin continues to lead the state in addressing hostile federal legislation.
Recently, Log Cabin! Austin sent Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison approximately 75
signed letters from her constituents urging her to not support the "Bob Dornan
Amendments" to the Defense Authorizations Bill, which would repeal "Don't
Ask, Don't Tell," and ban HIY-positive individuals from military service

Log Cabin! Austin will continue to work hard over the next two years to
ensure that socially moderate Republicans remove the religious-political ex-
tremists, which have been infesting the Travis County Republican Party since
1992. Log Cabinl Austin meetings are held at Tres Amigos restaurant on 38th
Street on the last Thursday of the month. We invite you to participate, meet
interesting people, and enjoy a tasty dinner.

Convention was 'Our Stonewall'
says Turtle Creek
by E. Keith Pomykal (Chairman, Turtle Creek chapter)

Turtle Creek Log
Cabin of Dallas is ex-
tremely proud of its
members who gave
their support to the
state Log Cabin efforts
at the Republican
State Convention in
San Antonio in June.

In many ways, it State Vice President and TurtleCreek member
was our Stonewall. LairdParker handing LCRflyerto ':t\be Lincoln"

Radicals tried to State Convention delegate

silence us, but we prevailed against the odds. Not only were members
able to attend as delegates and alternates, but those who could not
attend gave their financial support through Turtle Creek's sponsor-
ship of the state organization's fundraiser held during the convention.
We were indeed there 100%, either in person or spirit!

Turtle Creek makes special mention of its own Laird Parker, who
displayed the political courage and strength of a seasoned convention
veteran.

The balance of the summer months will bring a flurry of activity
for Turtle Creek. On July 13, the chapter hosted a summer social
open to members and friends from across the state. In August, Turtle
Creek will join hundreds of other Log Cabineers from across the coun-
try in San Diego from the 9th to the 11tho This is a great opportunity
to meet friends from across the country who share our common goal
of equal rights and a tolerant Republican Party. Turtle Creek elected
not to have a formal business meeting in August, due to the large
number of members either attending San Diego or having vacation
plans. Instead, the club will host a casual August social, with a time
and date to be determined.

The members of Turtle Creek are committed to building a Re-
publican Party which reflects its traditional values in equal fights, free
enterprise, and fiscal conservatism. We are proud of our efforts to
contribute what we can, how we can, to building a strong Log Cabin
state and national organization.

Turtle Creek Chapter Contact Information
Phone: E. Keith Pomykal, (214) 351-3136

AUSTIN CHAPTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (512) 916-3236, Fax: (512) 482-8397

E-mail address:lcraustin@labnet.com
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GAY LEFT
A compendium of outrageous quotes

from our friends on the left.

We are NOT family:
','I feel real bad for Dale

publicans. HyY.been w
anything, It's goingt
be the hardest thi
when I wassborn.
regarding me was'
of [my] family. Ii
same way, ... Dal
ily. I know.:,!iEsp
Your Feet Than~L.·
21, 1996. Her byli
who often seeks les
Frankly, my dear •nk, we don t give a damn:

"It would be very useful to us if we had an organization that
succeeded in preaching gay rights to Republicans. Sadly, over
the last few years, the Log Cabin Club has been much more
notable for preaching Republicanism to gay and lesbiani1~'CtiVr
ists," Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), The Harvard Gay &
bian Review, Spring 1996. '" ,
Is (s)he an oxymoron? Or just a plain old morbrJ;?:

"As George Carlin once pointed out, the terms 'mi'lit:~rvin':;:!
telligence,' 'legal ethics,' or commercial art,' are oxymogi
mutually exclusive. Similarly, 'gay Republican' is whorI
oxymoronic at this point in political history," Tristan k
MacAvery, "Of Log Cabins and Oxyrnorons,' The Texas Tri-
angle, June 6, 1996.
Selfish greedy jerks of the world, unite!:

"Let's count our blessings instead of sheep. Or, if you're a
gay Republican: Let's count the enormous help the Democrats
have been on g~y and lesbian issues, and quit counting your
own goddflA1.Q~~oreaks - you selfish greedy jerks. If it weren't
for the I:terg!w~rk of dedicategi;.~nd committed gay rights advo-
cates .... " ad nauseum. Jo Smith, "Republicans Suck, Gay
Republicans Swallow," (a Chicago gay bar rag), March
15, 1996,
Pat Roberts call your

"Rememq'iI: that good bId sixties term, 'the patriarchy'? It
should be resurrected, this uth the proper prefixes attached:
white and heter.osexist.. . we need to start talking seri-
ously again about ways to ismantle capitalism. Another great
new idea courtesy of the left." Martin Duberman (gay left histo-
rian), "Bring Rack the Enlightenment," The Nation, July I, 1996
(emphasis original).

RELIGIOUS RIGHT
A compendium of outrageous quotes

from our enemies on the right.

It's our Party and we'll scream ifwe want to (Part II):
"The Republican Party of Texas believes that the practice of sodomy,

which is illegal in Texas, tears at the fabric 0 siety, contributes to the
breakdown of the family unit, and leads to t ead of dangerous, com-
municable diseases. Homosexual behavi . ',-to the fundamental,
unchanging truths that have been orqai d Ft<sognized by our
country's founders, and shared by the of.l~ltXi~ris.Accordingly,
homosexuality should not be ente acc~ptable "alternative"
lifestyle in our Pi1.tili'~·'Bolicy. ~~oppOS •.'I.~Oany granting of special
legal entitlements"13e~Q.gpition, riYil.~~fs iricluding, but not limited to,
marriage between of t e,;st<x,custody or adoption of chil-
dren, spousal (p,art ment benefits." Taken from the
1996 Republic tform as approved at the state conven-
tion without de. it
The nextgwe" or the religious right:

"People'i r and hateful about slavery are obviously bitter
nd His word, because they reject what God says

ere humans say concerning slavery. This humanistic
hat the abolitionists embraced." Alabama State Senator Charles
Republican candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives,

defepd;ing;s avery as "God's will," In defense of his biblical theory, Davidson
'cited- what else? - Leviticus. Quoted in The Nation, July 1, 1996.

look forward to giving a secular benediction over his cold,
deq(lpolitical body:

"That's a phony wedding. I think that's a mockery of traditional mar-
riage. It's a manifestation of societal decline when political leaders stand
up and lend their prestige and, if you will, give a secular benediction to that
kind of travesty." Failed presidential contender Patrick Buchanan, com-
menting on a commitment ceremony for same-sex couples performed by
the mayor of San Francisco. Quoted in The New York fimel, March 26,
1996.
Overheard at the last militia meeting:

"Isn't it strange that a so-called Republican grouQ'.{!LogCflbin] would
have a Democratic state representative [Glen ~;li1eSpeaker's
Committee Room [for a press conference]? ' ',', sto)t<>a flagrant
misuse of the judicial process by Texas Demociatsoesiringto mess 'with
Republicans and our conventions. I call on Texas Democrats to cease find
desist their dirty tricks." Republican Part 'psDi-
rector Lester Van Pelt Ill, quoted in the;}996.
Martin Duberman, call your office:

"It is about a socialist, anti-family polit ncoujages
women to leave their husbands, kill their,chfl~I:\:!il,practice witchcraft, de-
stroy capitalism and become lesbians," Pat R.obertson, commenting on the
Equal Rights Amendment.
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The Texas Round-Up

'.-~
A Calendar of upcoming events and dates significant to Log Cabin- Texas

Members (date, times, and locations subject to change)

July
20 San Antonio chapter meeting. 4:00-6:00 p.m. Location to be

decided. Call Scott Moore at (210) 377-2846 for details.

22 Houston chapter meeting. 6:30 p.m. social, 7:00 p.m.
meeting. Renata's Restaurant, 2006 Lexington.

23 Dallas chapter meeting. 7:00 p.m., Cafe Society restaurant,
4514 Travis.

27 State Steering Committee meeting. II :00 a.m. lunch, 12:30-
4:00 meeting. Little Italy Restaurant, 824 Afterglow (near
Blanco & West Ave.), San Antonio. All state members are
welcome. Call Dale Carpenter at (713) 758-3293 by July 24 to
make a reservation for lunch. Cost will be approximately $15
per person.

28 Austin chapter pool party. I :00-3:00 p.m. Home of Kevin
Mcintyre & Juan Ybarra. Call (512) 433-4925 for directions.

August
9-11 - Log Cabin National Convention. San Diego. See Texas &

National Briefs in this section for information on accommoda-
tions. Call the national Log Cabin office for more information,
(202) 347-5306.

12-16- Republican National Convention. San Diego.

17 San Antonio chapter meeting. 4:00-6:00 p.m. Location to be
decided. Call Scott Moore at (210) 377-2846 for details.

26 Houston chapter meeting. 6:30 p.rn. social, 7:00 p.m.
meeting. Renata's Restaurant, 2006 Lexington.

27 Dallas chapter meeting. 7:00 p.m., Cafe Society restaurant,
4514 Travis.

29 Austin chapter meeting. 6:30 p.m. social, 7:00 p.m. speaker.
Tres Amigos Restaurant, 38th & Medical.

September
10 Turtle Creek (Dallas) meeting. 7:00 p.m., Bronx Restaurant

on Cedar Springs.

20 Houston chapter fundraiser : "Elegant Elephant Evening II."
7:00 p.m. Wyndham Warwick Hotel. Tickets $50. For more
information, call (713) 529-9100 or write to the Houston
chapter at PO Box 131 104, Houston, TX 77210-1104.

21 San Antonio chapter meeting. 4:00-6:00 p.m. Location to be
decided. Call Scott Moore at (210) 377-2846 for details.

24 Dallas chapter meeting. 7:00 p.m., Cafe Society restaurant,
4514 Travis.

29 Austin chapter meeting. 6:30 p.rn. social, 7:00 p.m. speaker.
Tres Amigos Restaurant, 38th & Medical.

Convention Puts Spotlight on
San Antonio Chapter
by Scott Moore (President, San Antonio chapter)

As I sit here at the computer contemplating what to write, I
am struck by the headway this organization has made in the last
five months. It was only January when the first meeting con-
cerning the formation of a San Antonio chapter was held. Five
months later we were making news all over town.

Specifically, we received prominent coverage from all four
San Antonio television newscasts on Wednesday, June 19, as
well as three radio stations and the local paper. All of this cov-
erage was a result of the Texas Supreme Court decision allow-
ing the state Republican Party to prevent Log Cabin from hav-
ing a booth in the convention hall. I thought this coverage was
positive and portrayed us as reasonable people and Party offi-
cials as unreasonable. In fact, I received many comments from
those present at the convention that they thought we should have
been allowed to have a booth, including comments from two
women staffing a booth for a local pro-life group.

With all of this excitement so early in the life of the local
organization, it means we will have to work hard to keep the
interest of our members as the election approaches and eventu-
ally passes by. In addition, we will work at increasing the num-
ber of local members. Toward that end, I remind everybody
that the San Antonio chapter holds its meetings on the third Sat-
urday of every month from 4-6 p.mp. I look forward to seeing
you there!

San Antonio Chapter Contact Information
6900 San Pedro #147202, San Antonio TX 78216

Phone: Scott Moore (210) 377-2846

L to R: Scott Moore (SA President), Shawn O'Conner (Dallas). and
Laird Parker (Turtle Creek). greet State Convention delegates
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Texas
San Antonio Becomes

Fifth Texas Chapter

Log Cabin-San Antonio, which started last December as noth-
ing more than an invitation to a January reception from State Presi-
dent Dale Carpenter, was formally admitted to Log Cabin-Texas at
the State Steering Committee meeting in May. Present at the meet-
ing were San Antonio chapter President Scott Moore and chapter
Treasurer Bob Bell.

San Antonio members quickly showed their enthusiasm for the
Log Cabin movement in Texas by helping with a protest outside the
GOP state convention. Additionally, Moore set up Log Cabin's booth
at the state convention before the Texas Supreme Court, in an un-
precedented and hasty act, intervened to let the state GOP shut it
down. Moore was interviewed by television reporters as he was
disassembling the booth, which became the lead story on San Anto-
nio-area stations on the eve of the convention.

For the first time, San Antonio will be the site of the next State
Steering Committee meeting to be held on July 27.

National Log Cabin Convention
Offers Critical Choice

Log Cabin Republicans across the nation will congregate in San
Diego August 9-11, the weekend before the Republican National Con-
vention. The most pressing issue facing the convention will be whether
to formally endorse Bob Dole for President or to make no endorse-
ment. Four years ago, in its Houston convention, Log Cabin voted to

make no endorsement in the presiden-
tial race that pitted President George
Bush against Bill Clinton.

Each Log Cabin chapter affiliated
with the national organization is entitled
to send a minimum of three voting del-
egates to the convention. Additional del-
egates may be permitted depending on
chapter size.

To make hotel reservations for the
Log Cabin national convention, call the
Travelodge in San Diego at (619) 296-
2101 ($59 per night; tell them you're
with Log Cabin), or call the Park Manor
Suites in San Diego at (619) 291-0999
($109 per night).

Meet lCR President
Rich Tafel at the

National Convention

.•.\~-«---~ riefs

Log Cabin Testimony
Before Platform

Committee Moves Many
Several members of Log Cabin- Texas testified before the GOP

platform committee shortly before the state convention. While the
platform did not improve as a result of their efforts, the speeches
were respectfully received. An especially articulate speech by Aus-
tin chapter member Fred Ebner drew media attention across the
state. Here's what Ebner said:

I am Fred Ebner, the elected chair of Precinct 441 in Travis
County. I am a graduate in government from the University of Texas
and Yale University Graduate School. I am a member of the Re-
publicans for Choice, the Central Texas Traditional Republicans and
the Log Cabin Republicans.

I am a Republican because I believe in limited government.
Government should defend our shores and keep the peace domesti-
cally. Beyond that, the less government, the better. I believe the
central question in political philosophy in this century is who shall
make decisions - the individual or the government - for indi-
viduals. I consistently take the side of individuals and oppose gov-
ernment meddling in our lives and property. I believe in the
individual's right to choose. Therefore, the party of Barry Goldwater
is my political home.

But, I have seen this party torn apart by those who are deter-
mined to rule or ruin. They seem determined to force their funda-
mentalist religion on us with legislation going beyond the proper
limits of government. They are not only tearing this .party apart;
they are tearing the nation apart. I would remind you that Northern
Ireland, Bosnia, Lebanon, and India are countries where religion
and politics have become entangled. They are the most dangerous
places on the planet.

The only beneficiary of a call to a "culture war" is the Demo-
crat party. Extremists of the religious right ~lienate moderate inde-
pendent voters and conservative Democrats, thus insuring the re-
election of Bill Clinton. For the sake of our country, we cannot let
this happen.

I therefore urge this committee to remove all references in the
platform to abortion and homosexuality as contrary to the Republi-
can principles of individual freedom and limited government.



PAGE 9 SUMMER 1996

Log Cab in State- Wide Elections: Candidate Profiles
If you are a member of the Log Cabin Republicans of Texas, you

will soon receive a ballot in the mail that asks you to vote for state
officers to serve from September I, 1996 to September I, 1998. Nomi-
nations for the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Trea-
surer will remain open until Friday, July 26. Self-nominations may be
made by calling or writing to the state office by that date. The Quest
asked each member who had declared his or her candidacies by press
time for this newsletter to submit a short statement about his or her
background, experience, and qualifications for the job. Here's what
we received:

For State Secretary
Tirey Counts

My name is Tirey Counts and I have been your State Secre-
tary since the beginning of the year. I ran to fill an unexpired term, and
now I am running to be your secretary for the next two years. 19Q6 has
been an exciting year and has called on all my technical skills (and
emotional faculties) to provide the kind of data management needed to
run a first class state-wide political operation. At the beginning of the
year I ran on my resume, but now I would like to run on my record.

Much was achieved this year, but the most exciting thing that hap-
pened (from a data-management perspective) was the Precinct Initia-
tive. It was quite a challenge getting the data sorted into a way that
would allow for all of the principle players to get the information they
needed in a format that was user-friendly. It was exciting being in the
middle of so many talented individuals each doing their part of the
larger project. Whether it was printing, block- walking, envelope-stuff-
ing, or writing donation checks to pay for the whole thing, we all worked
together for the larger goal of getting precinct chairs elected and mov-
ing them up the line to be delegates to the state convention.

As your State Secretary, I have been afforded a seat on the State
Steering Committee and have enjoyed attending those meetings this
year. The SSC has had the effect of cross-pollinating a variety of tal-
ents, resources and knowledge in a way that has allowed us to learn
from each other without having to reinvent the wheel each time to do it.
Although having to take the minutes of the meeting has slowed my
verbal participation (compared to when I was a Houston representa-
tive), I have yet to hear any complaints. Some of the less generous
members of the SSC might even suggest that this has been a good de-
velopment.

In the Winter edition of the Texas Quest (Vol. I No.2) I stated, "I
am convinced that Log Cabin Republicans - Texas is on the verge of
explosive growth and stature, and I want to be sure that we maintain
accurate records to keep up with our growth." I stand by that state-
ment, and think it is a fitting description of what I plan to do over the
next two years if re-elected.

I would appreciate your support when it comes time for you to

Te~as Quest

vote. Make your vote "count" for State Secretary by voting for me,
and I will work hard to make you glad you did.

For State Treasurer
Kelton Dillard

Since I first took office as Log Cabin State Treasurer in 1992.
I've seen the organization go from two chapters and a deficit to five
thriving chapters and solvency. I'm confident in our continued growth
and importance on the local and state levels, and would like to con-
tinue my service as your State Treasurer for another term.

I became a Republican in 1976, the same year I started college,
by volunteering for the Ford Campaign, and joining the College Re- -
publicans as well as the Young Americans for Freedom. After work-
ing for the Bill Clements for Governor Campaign, I worked part-time
for the Republican Party of Texas under Chairman Ray Barnhart, from
1979-80. In 1980, I helped found the Young Conservatives of Texas,
and would later serve as their Treasurer for two years.

I worked in various state and local elections, including Reagan's
1980 and 1984 Campaigns. In 1988, I was elected a Precinct Chair-
man in Travis County, and have been re-elected every two years since.
In 1982, I was Travis County's coordinator for the Ron Paul for Sen-
ate primary election, when Paul ran against Phil Gramm. I have served
as a delegate to most of the state conventions since 1978. I attended
the 1992 National Log Cabin Convention in Houston, as well as the
1994 Log Cabin Convention in Philadelphia.

I graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 1980, with
a B.B.A. in Finance, and have done post-graduate study in Account-
ing. I am currently employed as a financial consultant specializing in
taxation and retirement planning.

(continuation of Page J Article) --- _

hall, displaying large blow-up signs of the excluded advertisement. Members
did the same outside a large banquet sponsored by the Texas Christian Coali-
tion, which had also rejected an ad from Log Cabin. Additionally, members
sported large buttons provided by State VicePresident Laird Parker proclaim-
ing, "Ask Me About LCR" and "Let's Start Talking and Stop Shouting."

Log Cabin was instrumental in helping to defeat some far-right candi-
dates for national delegate slots. The far-right candidates ran for delegate
slots against more moderate candidates selected by Bob Dole. Dole cam-
paign organizers recognized LCR's efforts and pledged consultation with Log
Cabin on some areas of concern.

Finally, Log Cabin-Texas held its most successful fundraiser everduring
the convention, with more than fifty people congregating at the exclusive
Fairmount Hotel in San Antonio. State President Dale Carpenter dubbed the
gathering "the only Republican event this weekend in San Antonio." During
the event, former State President Paul von Wupperfeld received an achieve-
ment award for his contributions to the founding and development of a state-
wide Log Cabin movement in Texas. •
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Our time has 'caine... Join Now!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name _

Street Address ~---------------------

City State _________ Zip

Residence Tel. _______________________________ Work Tel. _

D ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $10.00 PAYABLETO LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF TEXAS

My ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO LOG CABIN TEXAS IS:

D 15.00 D 50.00 D 75.00 D 100.00 DOtherD 25.00

Mail To: Log Cabin Republicans of Texas, Post Office Box 50484, Austin, Texas 78763-0484
LOG CABIN TEXAS DOES NOT MAKE ITS MEMBERSHIP LIST AVAILABLE TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS


