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Mission Statement: The  Executive 
and Professional Association of Houston 
is established to provide a non-political 
form for discussion of business and com-
munity affairs, to encourage and foster so-
cial and business relationships among the 
membership, and to support such educa-
tional and/or charitable causes as may be 
approved by the Membership Committee.
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Focusing on September
EPAH is guided by a group of vol-

unteers that believe in and appreciate 
what EPAH has done for them both 
on the business and/or social side of 
the equation and the work of those 
that have preceded them.

Like with any volunteer organiza-
tion one of the bigger dangers is 
to grow stale. It normally happens 
because the organization is being run 
by the same group of volunteers year 
after year. The effects are easily seen: 
no change of events, venues, activities, 
or direction and the result is that the 
energy level and the interest drops. 

The key my friends is to maintain a 
mix of new and old members, but as 
with all organizations, we wait until 
right before the elections to promote 
interest  and it becomes harder to 
motivate members to consider run-
ning for office in a very short period of 
time. We have no clue; they have no 
clue!

I do believe that there are a lot of 
our members that would be willing 
and proud to serve on the Board of 
Trustees if asked, so I am using this 
opportunity to knock at their doors 
and ask for consideration.

January  
President’s Message

continued on page 3

EPAH January Dinner Meeting at 
the Rainbow Lodge January 20

Join us at the Rainbow 
Lodge at 2011 Ella 
Blvd. The Lodge is a 

beautiful 100 year old 
wooden cabin in a ro-
mantic location overlook-
ing TC Jester Park that 
has been one of  EPAH’s 
favorite venues in the 
past.

Come and join us for 
the first meeting of the 

year. We will not have a 
Program, so stay a little 
longer and network or 
socialize. 

Wait for the Evite for 
further details.
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2008-2009 Committee Chairs

Activities
Boyd Beckwith  . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Sam Harris . . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Community Affairs Committee

Sean Carter  . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Ken Malone . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Membership Committee
Milton Birdwell  . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Richard Ray . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Program Committee
Richard Hill . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Austin Smith . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Social Committee
Davie Genac . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Franki Navarro  . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Elections
Don Haubolt . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chair

Officers Present: President: Manuel 
(Mo) Granda, Secretary: John Ginter

Trustees Present: John Whiteside, 
Cindy Cuellar, Joseph Rush, Mark 
Johnson, Richard Hill, Sam Harris

Chairs Present: 
Guests: 
Call To Order.  Quorum is recog-

nized. The Board meeting was called to 
order at 7:05 p.m. by Mo Granda.

Approval of Participation at Meet-
ing by Non-Trustee EPAH Members. 
Sam Harris moved to approve the 
participation by Non-Trustee EPAH 
members; seconded by John Whiteside. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes of Board Meet-
ing held on November 10, 2008. Mark 
Johnson moved to approve the minutes 
of the November 10, 2008 EPAH Board 
of Trustees meeting; seconded by John 
Whiteside. Motion passed unanimously.  

President’s Message. The Social and 
Program Committees have success-
fully implemented advanced planning 

for  events; the Activities Committee 
will begin soon. Board Members were 
encouraged keep in contact with their 
constituents.

Treasurer’s Report. Due to the 
absence of the Treasurer, the Finance 
Committee report was not available. 
The December 2008 Treasurer’s Report 
will be reviewed by the Board at the 
next Board meeting.

Renewing and past due members 
from the 3Q08 and 4Q08 were dis-
cussed. Board Members will contact 
their past-due constituents. Currently 
there are 127 members on the Active 
Roster [same number as last month].

Committee Reports. Activities 
Committee report given by Sam Harris. 
Community Affairs Committee report 
given by Mo Granda. Internet/Com-
munications Committee report given by 
Mark Johnson. Membership Committee 
report given by Mo Granda. Program 
Committee report given by Richard 
Hill. Social Committee report given Mo 
Granda. 

Old Business. A project has been 
initiated to review the need for a Stor-
age Facility and develop alternatives to 
reduce the continuing expense; work on 
this project to begin after the beginning 
of the year.

The 2009 budget was approved by 
the Board at a previous meeting and 
will be published to the membership in 
the January 2009 EPAHgramme. The 
membership will be asked to ratify the 
budget during the January Membership 
Meeting.  

New Business. Richard Hill presented 
a request for the Board to review year-
to-date status for the various Committee 
budgets with a possible allocation of 
remaining funds to address 2009 Com-
munity Affairs commitments. Board 
Members discussed this request for 
funding to be directed to the Montrose 
Counseling Center and the PFLAG / 

HATCH Scholarship Foundation. If 
2009 commitments are paid during 
2008, additional funds, if available, 
could be allocated through the Commu-
nity Affairs Committee next year.

Sam Harris made a motion to au-
thorize the Treasurer to distribute by 
check, a $1000 each contribution to the 
PFLAG / HATCH Scholarship Foun-
dation and the Montrose Counseling 
Center as part of EPAH’s 2009 funding 
commitment, to be distributed to the 
organizations before the end of the year 
and included in the 2008 budget. Mo-
tion was seconded by John Whiteside. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

Adjournment. Mark Johnson moved 
to adjourn the board meeting; Seconded 
by Sam Harris. Motion passed unani-
mously. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
John Ginter, Secretary EPAH

EPAH Membership 
Committee Report

The Membership Committee is proud 
to welcome our new member Dave 
Uthe.  He was approved at the Novem-
ber Meeting and we are sure he will be a 
great asset to EPAH.  

There was no meeting in December 
due to the Holiday schedule.  We look 
forward to starting 2009 and have sev-
eral potential new candidates for mem-
bership.  We invite any member  who is 
interested in attending the membership 
meeting to join us at 7pm January 8th, 
2009  at the home of Milton Birdwell 
and Robert Humes,  1407 Bonnie 
Brae, Houston, Texas, 77006.

The Committee is exploring some 
exciting reward programs to encour-
age everyone to bring their friends 
and business associates to EPAH. We 
believe the best new members are 

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Tuesday, December 2, 2008  

Home of Mo Granda, 121 E. 18th Street Houston, Texas 77006

continued on page 3
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Buying or selling your home is a BIG 
deal, usually the biggest one you 
do. You want years of experience, 
honesty, and great expertise to make 
sure your real estate deal is the best 
it can be, with no hassles. You can 
be assured of all that and more. . . 
please call today for your next great 
real estate experience. 

Thank You!!  
Voted Houston’s Best 

Real Estate Agent! 

RichaRd
hill

The Metropolitan
550 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 350

Houston, TX 77027

713-828-7866
22 Years Experience

Over $200 Million in Home Sales

. . .2008 OutSmart 

Readers Choice Awards

products of our current membership. 
So, think about your friends and busi-
ness associates that would be a potential 
member and bring them to a dinner 
meeting or function.  Also, we are ask-
ing for help from our current members 
to recruit past members back to EPAH.  
If you know a person who used to 
belong, call them and invite them back.  
We want to be the friendliest and best 
social , referral organization in Houston.  

Richard Ray and Milton Birdwell are 
counting on you to make 2009 a record 
year for growing EPAH.  Please call 
them if they can assist you in recruiting 
a new member.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Repot will be emailed 

as soon as it is completed. Our Treasurer 
has had computer problems and was not 
ready at the time of publishing.

EPAH Budget 2009
Income . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,500

Expenses
Community Affairs .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,750
Membership . . . . . . . . . . 3,500
Communications .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4,500
Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000
Social .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,000
Miscellaneous.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,750
Total Expenses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$25,500

continued from page 2

 In September there will be four of 
the eight two-year term positions open 
and four one-year officers positions 
open to any EPAH member who 
wishes to serve on the Board.

I am asking all EPAH members, new 
and old, to start considering stepping 
forward and running for a position.  
Think with your mind and heart and 
see if you can be part of a cadre that 
cares and brings new ideas, love and 
energy to EPAH. And if you have been 
in any of the open positions in the past 
and you have had  your “recharging” 
period, please come back, we need 
your experience! 

We need to keep on adjusting EPAH 
to changing times while maintaining 
our timeless goals.

The amount of work required is re-
ally not that much…. What we need is 
your commitment, you ideas and your 
enthusiasm.

I personally have enjoyed all the 
positions I’ve had and can honestly 
say I am a better person today, much 
more open minded and understanding 
now than when I started serving you 
all !!!!!! Take advantage of this oppor-
tunity and, believe me, you will bring   
growth and fulfillment to your life.

Like I said, it is never too early to 
start considering… take a step, don’t 
wait to be asked. Talk to anyone of the 
Officers or Board Members and you 
will see the support you will get, not 

only now, but during 
your time in the pres-
sure cooker…. you 
can not believe how 
much you will receive 
by giving a little of 
your time.

President’s Message  
continued from page 1

The Program Committee 
Needs Your Help!

Richard Hill is looking for someone to 
help with the Program Committee, 
please contact him at 713 828 7866. 

The Program Committee is the fastest way 
to get to know all EPAH members !!!!!
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Your Agent.
Your
Advocate.
For courtesy and
service and your
best value for all
your insurance
needs, call Rob.

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 185 

713.661.7700

www.schmerleragency.com

V I L L A G E
Greenery & Flowers

Call today for Special Consultations

Our Location or Yours.

713-529-4161
DARRELL GORSKI
2301 University Blvd @ Greenbriar

Houston, Texas 77005

Come, enjoy the party and 
watch the parade from David 
Bowers and John Nagy’s 
historical home in Galveston!

Save the Date: February 21, 2009

R
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Interior and Exterior 
Architectural Photography 

Located in the 
Great Southwest Building 
near Minute Maid Park

Mark Johnson 
Photography 

1314 Texas Ave, Suite 1525 
Houston, TX 77002 

713-530-2522 
mark@photoArchitect.com

©Copyright 2008 Mark Johnson

Dr. David S. Genac
L ICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST
Voted One Of The
Best Mental Health Therapists
—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 
2006 & 2007

713.899.3769
1712 Fairview

www.davidgenac.com

©Copyright 2008 Mark Johnson

EPAH Activity: January 22 Performance of 
the Alley’s “Mrs. Warren’s Profession”

Join EPAH and other GLBT theater lovers for the Alley Theater’s production of Bernard 
Shaws’s “Mrs. Warren’s Profession” at 7:30 on Thursday, January 22. There will be a 
pre-performance reception at 6 pm hosted by the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of 

Commerce. Although you should check your inbox for an evite to remind you of this event 
and to see who else is going, EPAH members will be responsible for purchasing their own 
tickets through the Alley Theatre website www.alleytheatre.org. Be sure to use the promo 
code “Actout” when purchasing your tickets. Ticket prices range from $40 - 60 depending 
on your seat selection.

 About “Mrs. Warren’s Profession” - Shaw’s ultimate test of a mother-daughter relation-
ship is one of his most enduring and best-loved plays. Kitty Warren has worked hard to 
provide the comfortable upbringing she never had for her daughter Vivie. Now that Vivie 
is about to embark on her own career, her mother decides that it is time for the feminist 
daughter to finally learn the truth about her mother’s profession. 
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EPAH 2008 Holiday Party 
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at Bob Major’s Home
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EPAH 2008 Holiday Party 
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at Bob Major’s Home

Smart
Financial
Planning
Investment | Retirement | Education

www.GreenWhite.com

Mike Ryan, 
CFP®, MBA

GREENWHITE
ADVISORS

Life Planning Through Financial Control
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5
Birthday:
Wayne Dupont

6
Board Meeting 
at 7 p.m.

Birthday:
Dawn 
Herrington

7 8
Membership 
Committee 
Meeting

9 10

11 12
Birthdays:
Bob Weinberger 
& John Coulter

13
Birthday:
Michael Gaitz

14
Birthdays:
John Ginter & 
Boyd Beckwith

15 16 17

18 19 20
Dinner Meeting 
at the Rainbow 
Lodge
Birthdays:
Charles Fondow 
& Jerry Hill, Jr.

21 22
Activities: EPAH 
At the Alley for 
“Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession”

23
Birthday:
Joseph Rush

24

25
Birthday:
Betty Tonnessen

26 27
Birthday:
Dennis Entler

28 29
Birthday:
Ronald Coifman

30 31

January 2009 EPAH Calendar



EPAH
P.O. Box 130833 • Houston, Texas 77219

GRAMME
Newsletter of the Executive and Professional Association of Houston

February 2009
Volume 32, No. 2 

www.epah.org

Mission Statement: The  Executive 
and Professional Association of Houston 
is established to provide a non-political 
form for discussion of business and com-
munity affairs, to encourage and foster so-
cial and business relationships among the 
membership, and to support such educa-
tional and/or charitable causes as may be 
approved by the Membership Committee.
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February  
President’s 
Message
by Mo Granda

At our January 
Dinner Meeting Richard Ray, 
our Membership Co-Chair, 

announced a Year’s Contest to at-
tract new members to EPAH. Our 
membership Committee has been 
working on this plan for a couple of 
months.

Historically, the majority of our 
members have been brought in by other 

continued on page 5

R

February 17 Dinner 
Meeting at Dharma Café

1716 Houston Ave. – Social: 6:30 p.m. – Dinner 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $30  –  Cash Bar

Social & Activity Event 
Planned for Galveston 
February 21st, 5 p.m.

All EPAH Members are invited to 
attend the 24th 
Annual parade 

Viewing Party at the 
“Blue House,” Sat-
urday, February 21 
beginning at 5 p.m.

Your hosts, David Bowers and John 
Nagy, invite  you to 1400 Rosenberg 
(25th Street, between Avenues N and 
M). The party starts at 5 p.m. with 

continued on page 3

The Dharma Cafe 
is located the in 

historic Kessler building 
at the corner of Houston 
Avenue and Crockett 
Street, with easy access 
from Downtown, the 
Heights and Midtown.  
Dharma Café will be 
open exclusively for 
EPAH members and 
their guests that evening. 

MENU:
•Salad with choice of dressing 
•Entrée will be your choice of: Cedar planked Salmon with 

fresh seasonal vegetables or Chicken Piccata with fresh seasonal 
vegetables

•Spinach or Cheese Ravioli in garlic butter sauce (a good veg-
etarian option)

•Dessert: Chocolate bread pudding or homemade Ice cream 
with berries

 •Ice tea and regular coffees
EPAH reviews: The cuisine is eclectic (the lobster ravioli, 

presented in black/cream striped casings, were great, as was the osso 
bucco). There’s a nice bar when the place is crowded (it often is) and 
the service is terrific (we WAAAY overstayed our welcome late one 
night recently and they could not have been nicer)- Bob Major

What a charming place, and the food was great!! – Richard Hill
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2008-2009 Committee Chairs

Activities
Boyd Beckwith  . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Sam Harris . . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Community Affairs Committee

Sean Carter  . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Ken Malone . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Membership Committee
Milton Birdwell  . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Richard Ray . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Program Committee
Richard Hill . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Austin Smith . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Social Committee
Davie Genac . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Franki Navarro  . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Elections
Don Haubolt . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chair

Officers Present: Vice President: Er-
nest (Ernie) Edge, Jr., Treasurer: Jeffrey 
Wallace, Secretary: John Ginter

Trustees Present: John Whiteside, 
Cindy Cuellar, Joseph Rush, Klaus 
Stratmann, Mark Johnson, Richard 
Hill, Sam Harris

Chairs Present: Ken Malone (Com-
munity Affairs), Franki Navarro (Social)

Guests: 
Call To Order.  Quorum is recog-

nized. The Board meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. by Ernie Edge.

Approval of Participation at Meet-
ing by Non-Trustee EPAH Members. 
Sam Harris moved to approve the 
participation by Non-Trustee EPAH 
members; seconded by John Whiteside. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes of Board Meet-
ing held on December 2, 2008. Cindy 
Cuellar moved to approve the minutes 
of the December 2, 2008 EPAH Board 
of Trustees meeting; seconded by Klaus 
Stratmann. Motion passed unanimously.  

President’s Message. Vice President 
Ernie Edge noted that, as the year 

begins, membership appears to be grow-
ing. Efforts will be made to continue 
this trend throughout the year.

Treasurer’s Report. Finance Com-
mittee report given by Treasurer Jeff 
Wallace. The December 2008 report 
was reviewed by the Board. The January 
report was not available due to Decem-
ber bank statements not being received 
by the Treasurer before the Board meet-
ing date. Income and expenses from the 
December 2008 report were reviewed; 
the Treasurer will update the report to 
reflect correct dates.

Richard Hill moved to approve the 
December 2008 Treasurer’s report with 
corrections as noted. Motion seconded 
by Sam Harris. Motion passed unani-
mously.

Committee Reports. Activities 
Committee report given by Sam Harris. 
Community Affairs Committee report 
given by Ken Malone. Internet/Com-
munications Committee report given by 
Richard Hill. Program Committee re-
port given by Richard Hill. Social Com-
mittee report given Franki Navarro. 

Old Business. The project to re-
view the use of the Storage facility was 
discussed. A group has been tasked to 
inventory contents during February and 
develop recommendations to reduce 
storage expenses.

Board Members will receive updated 
membership renewal lists for last year 
and agreed to contact any of their con-
stituents who are currently past due.

New Business. A suggestion to design 
and supply referral cards for use in re-
cruiting new EPAH members was raised 
and discussed. The Board felt the idea 
had merit and will refer it the Member-
ship Committee for follow-up. 

Adjournment. Mark Johnson moved 
to adjourn the board meeting; Seconded 
by Richard Hill. Motion passed unani-
mously. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
John Ginter, Secretary

Treasurer’s Reports

December Report
 As approved by the Board of Trustees 

on Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2009.
November 30, 2008

Chase Checking Account $33,798.06
Total Balance and  
Working Capital . . . . . $33,798.06

Submitted by Jeff Wallace, Treasurer 
January Report

Treasurer’s Report
Friday, Jan. 24, 2009
To be reviewed and approved by the 

Board of Trustees on February 3, 2009
December  31, 2009

Chase Checking Account $29,828.32
Total Balance and 
Working Capital . . . . . $29,828.32

Notes: This includes EPAH holiday 
party disbursements of $4,390.60 as 
well as the organizations donations of 
$1,000.00 to PFLAG / Hatch Schol-
arship fund and $1,000.00 payment 
on our Montrose Counseling Center 
pledge.  Both of the donation checks 
are still outstanding and have not been 
cashed as of 12/31/2009.

Submitted by Jeff Wallace ,Treasurer 

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Tuesday, January 6, 2009  

Home of Mo Granda & Richard Hill, 121 E. 18th Street Houston, Texas 77006

Pride Houston  
Grand Marshal Nominees

EPAH members nominated for 
Pride Grand Marshal this year are 
Treasurer Jeff Wallace for Male 

Grand Marshal, and Cristina Martinez 
for Female Grand Marshal. The Greater 
Houston GLBT Chamber of Com-
merce is nominated for Organizational 
Grand Marshal (for  which four EPAH 
members sit on the board - includ-
ing both Jeff and Cristina, and EPAH 
Board Member Sean Carter serves as 
Chamber President).

 The voting is open to EVERYONE! 
Voting will continue for the next 
couple of months.
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Buying or selling your home is a BIG 
deal, usually the biggest one you 
do. You want years of experience, 
honesty, and great expertise to make 
sure your real estate deal is the best 
it can be, with no hassles. You can 
be assured of all that and more. . . 
please call today for your next great 
real estate experience. 

Thank You!!  
Voted Houston’s Best 

Real Estate Agent! 

RichaRd
hill

The Metropolitan
550 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 350

Houston, TX 77027

713-828-7866
22 Years Experience

Over $200 Million in Home Sales

. . .2008 OutSmart 

Readers Choice Awards

entertainment by Misty Valdez and 
Caryl Hart and music 
by Joe Rios.  There will 
be John Nagy’s home 
made chicken and 
sausage gumbo, King 
Cake, a vodka table 
and beer and wine.  

The setting is a 
1899 Victorian home  
located in one of 
Galveston’s three his-
toric districts on a block where all the 
architecture is of a Victorian style.  

The Parade will start on the Seawall 
and come down 25th Street, just in 
front of the house. The parade lasts 

about one hour and the party con-
cludes once the parade has continued 
on to the Historic Strand Downtown 

District.
The best parking is 

probably along 27th 
Street between Avenues 
O and N.

Keeping in the 
tradition of 25 years, 
entrance to The Blue 
House will be through 
the floor-to-ceiling 
windows on the front 

porch.
Any questions? Please contact: 

david@davidbowers.com or 409-763-
2800.

Galveston’s “Blue House” Hosts 
EPAH Mardi Gras Event Feb. 21

continued from page 1

Come, enjoy 
the party and 

watch the 
parade from 

David Bowers’ 
& John Nagy’s 
historic home 
in Galveston!
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Interior and Exterior 
Architectural Photography 

Located in the 
Great Southwest Building 
near Minute Maid Park

Mark Johnson 
Photography 

1314 Texas Ave, Suite 1525 
Houston, TX 77002 

713-530-2522 
mark@photoArchitect.com

©Copyright 2008 Mark Johnson

Dr. David S. Genac
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST
Voted One Of The
Best Mental Health Therapists
—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 
2006 & 2007

713.899.3769
1712 Fairview

www.davidgenac.com

©Copyright 2008 Mark Johnson

Ingredients
4 Cups of shredded frozen hash brown potatoes•	
Unsalted butter, melted•	
1 1/2 pounds of 90% lean ground beef•	
1 onion, chopped very fine•	
1 tsp. of dry thyme•	
½ Cup of Wondra, quick dissolving flour•	
2  Cups of low sodium beef broth•	
2 tsp. of   Worcestershire sauce•	
2 cups of sliced mushrooms•	
1 Tbsp of Chili Powder•	
3 Tbsp of tomato sauce•	
 2 Cups of frozen peas and carrots, thawed•	

Procedure
Cook beef and onions in a skillet until the beef is no •	
longer pink. Drain beef mixture.
In a different skillet sauté the mushrooms.•	
Thaw the hash browns in the microwave.•	
Add the thyme and flour to the drained beef, cook •	

for about 1 minute. Add the sautéed mushrooms. 
Add broth, Worcestershire, tomato sauce and chili 
powder.
Cook until •	
sauce thick-
ens, about 8 
minutes. 
Stir-in the •	
thawed peas 
and carrots 
and cook 
until they are heated through. Check for salt and 
pepper and add if necessary.
Adjust oven rack to upper-middle position and start •	
the broiler.
Transfer beef to an ovenproof skillet. Scatter the •	
thawed hash browns over the beef mixture, brush 
with butter.
Broil until golden brown, about 5 minutes.•	
Carefully remove from the oven and serve.•	

EPAHCureans: Palm Springs Shepherd’s Pie
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Your Agent.
Your
Advocate.
For courtesy and
service and your
best value for all
your insurance
needs, call Rob.

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 185 

713.661.7700

www.schmerleragency.com

V I L L A G E
Greenery & Flowers

Call today for Special Consultations

Our Location or Yours.

713-529-4161
DARRELL GORSKI
2301 University Blvd @ Greenbriar

Houston, Texas 77005

members.  For a couple of years we tried  
advertising  more aggressively, and even 
though we gained a lot or recognition in 
the Community, it was not the source of 
members we  had hoped.  Our website 
has been of help in establishing prelimi-
nary contacts, but without question, 
the most effective way to obtain new 
members is when we bring our friends.  
People we know and enjoy sharing  
time with, and sharing them with other  
friends. 

Our Friendly Contest was born to 
remind you of this, and to help get  

you “kick-started”  in bringing in new 
members.    Rio de Janeiro and Palm 
Springs….nice prizes and what a way to 
start!!!!.  Our Membership Committee 
is also looking at other prizes/awards/
ideas, and as they identify them or are 
offered by members,  we will let you 
know.  Elsewhere in the EPAHgramme 
you will find more information on the 
subject.

A last thought,…we would also like 
to promote diversity within our group.  
When diversity increases we find new 
ideas, new experiences, and learn from 
all our differences. Come on ladies….
bring your friends!

EPAH depends on YOU for increas-

ing our membership and making EPAH 
stronger. If each one  of us would target 
and actively pursue one friend that 
could be a good EPAH member…. our 
Wish List would be complete!

President’s Message  
continued from page 1

Mo and Elroy in Placitas, New Mexico
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Birthdays:
David Genac 
&
James Bartley

2 3
Board Meeting, 
8 p.m. at Mo 
Granda & 
Richard Hill’s 
Home

4
Birthday:
Phillip Kloeckner

5
Membership 
Committee 
Meeting

6 7

8 9 10 11 12
Birthday:
Sam Harris

13
Birthdays:
Gary Bergner
&
Robert Hunter

14
Birthday:
Bob Major

15 16 17
Dinner Meeting 
at Dharma’s 
Restaurant 
 
Birthday:
Ernie Edge, Jr.

18 19 20
Birthday:
Mark Leger

21
Social at the 
“Blue House” in 
Galveston

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Birthday:
David Rhodes

February 2009 EPAH Calendar

Smart
Financial
Planning
Investment | Retirement | Education

www.GreenWhite.com

Mike Ryan, 
CFP®, MBA

GREENWHITE
ADVISORS

Life Planning Through Financial Control
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Rainbow Lodge Dinner Meeting
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EPAH Travelers

Community Affairs March Silent Auction Planned

On March 8th, there will be a Silent Auction during the EPAH Social 
at Jim Bartley’s and Glenn Laible’s home in River Oaks. The Silent 
Auction/March Social event will benefit the PFLAG HATCH Youth 

Scholarship Foundation. More information to follow or you can contact 
Ken Malone and Sean Carter, Co-Chairs. 

Carlos Reyes and Milton Birdwell at the Sundance Film Festival

Mo Granda and 
Richard Hill 
in  New Mex-
ico (right) and 
Laguna Beach 
(below).
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form for discussion of business and com-
munity affairs, to encourage and foster so-
cial and business relationships among the 
membership, and to support such educa-
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2008-2009 Officers
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Mo Granda  President
Ernie Edge  Vice President
Jeff Wallace  Treasurer
John Ginter  Secretary

Board of Trustees
R

Sean Carter  Cindy Cuellar
Neil Goldstein  Sam Harris
Richard Hill  Mark Johnson
Joseph Rush  Klaus Stratman

John Whiteside
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Mo Granda 713-863-9494

mo@mogranda.com
Graphic Design & Webmaster

Mark Johnson 713-530-2522
mark@photoarchitect.com

Dinner With Annise 

EPAH Member 
Annise Parker will 
speak at the din-

ner meeting May 19 
at Saltgrass Steak-
house.

Located at 1803 
Shepherd Drive, 
Saltgrass is just South 
of I-10; phone (713) 869-7074.

Cocktail Hour/Cash Bar at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner Menu consists of a Garden 

Salad, with a choice of either a 7 oz. 
Filet, Salmon or Pork Shops. Each plate 
comes with garlic mashed potatoes and 
veggies. Dessert is homemade Cheese-
cake. Tea and/or Coffee included. 

Cost $30.

MAy hAppy hour 

Boheme, an exciting new venue  
located at 307 Fairview near the 
corner of Taft & Fairview hosts 

our Happy Hour May 22 from 
5-7pm.  

Boheme’s refurbished historical build-
ing is nestled in the quaint and lively 
Montrose area and is surrounded by a 
6,000 square foot garden adorned with 
Shona stone sculptures from Zimbabwe-
open for patrons to explore. 

Inside, authentic steel frame windows, 
original brick walls, cozy couches, and 
antique light fixtures from Germany, 
France and England grace the space 
with a subtle old world vibe.

Cash bar with complimentary  
appetizers.

presiDent’s MessAge

With a sense of 
pride…..

Next month 
is Houston PRIDE 
month. This month 
I would like to share 
with you one of the 
reasons why I am 
proud of being an EPAH member.

A good thing about serving as Presi-
dent is that you get to know more about 
some Members, and realize they are the 
real unsung heroes of our Community 
and the PRIDE of our Organization.  
Through the years they have helped the 
life of others and I would like to recog-
nize  a few of them.

continued on page 5

by Mo Granda

grey gArDens

L
ook for your Evite to our visit to Stages Theater production of 
Grey Gardens in May! Just in time to compare to the new mov-
ie and our fav cult classic, EPAH will meet Jackie O’s most out-
rageous relatives in this hit Broadway musical! Once among the 

brightest names in the pre-Camelot social register, Edith Bouvier 
Beale and her adult daughter “Little” Edie became East Hampton’s 
most notorious recluses. Through a series of tabloid articles, and the 
documentary that soon followed, America discovered the eccentric 
mother and daughter living in their crumbling mansion among 
ruined heirlooms, mountains of garbage, and 52 cats. Accompanied 
by a wildly acclaimed score, Grey Gardens recounts their alternately 
hilarious and heartbreaking story.

Annise Parker
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2008-2009 Committee Chairs

Activities
Boyd Beckwith  . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Sam Harris . . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Community Affairs Committee
Sean Carter  . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Ken Malone . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Membership Committee
Milton Birdwell  . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Richard Ray . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Professional Development
Roy Hock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chair 

Program Committee
Richard Hill . . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Social Committee
David Genac  . . . . . . . . . . Co-Chair
Franki Navarro  . . . . . . . . Co-Chair

Elections
Don Haubolt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chair

Officers Present: President: Manuel 
(Mo) Granda, Vice President: Ernest 
(Ernie) Edge, Jr., Treasurer: Jeffrey Wal-
lace, Secretary: John Ginter

Trustees Present: John Whiteside, 
Joseph Rush, Klaus Stratmann, Mark 
Johnson, Richard Hill, Sam Harris

Chairs Present:  Franki Navarro 
(Social)

Guests: 
Call To Order.  Quorum is recog-

nized. The Board meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. by Mo Granda.

Approval of Participation at Meet-
ing by Non-Trustee EPAH Members. 
Sam Harris moved to approve the 
participation by Non-Trustee EPAH 
members; seconded by Klaus Strat-
mann. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes of Board Meet-
ing held on March 3, 2009. Joseph 
Rush moved to approve the minutes 
of the March 3, 2009 EPAH Board of 
Trustees meeting; seconded by Mark 

Johnson. Motion passed unanimously.  
President’s Message. President 

Granda noted a shorten time frame for 
submittal of reports this month because 
of limited time for review due to travel. 

Treasurer’s Report. Finance Commit-
tee reports for March and April, 2009 
were given by Treasurer Jeff Wallace. Re-
ports data were reviewed by the Board.

A motion was offered  and seconded 
to approve the March & April 2009 
Treasurer’s reports as presented. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Committee Reports. Activities 
Committee report given by Sam Harris. 
Internet/Communications Committee 
report given by Mo Granda. Program 
Committee report given by Richard 
Hill. Social Committee report given 
Franki Navarro. 

Old Business. 
New Business. EPAH was con-

tacted by Mr. Jack Berger of OutSmart 
Magazine and asked to consider placing 
an advertisement in the June issue of 
the magazine. According to his e-mail, 
“OutSmart Magazine is going to be desig-
nated as the “Official Guide/Program” for 
PRIDE HOUSTON this year.” EPAH 
has an opportunity to support PRIDE 
and present the EPAH name to a large 
portion of the Community. 

The Board was receptive to this 
request and discussed the associated 
costs and rational for approval. The 

design, size of advertisement and budget 
allocation of funds were also discussed.  
President Granda will coordinate the 
preparation and submittal of the adver-
tisement.

A motion was offered by Richard Hill 
to publicly use the EPAH name and to 
authorize an expenditure of approxi-
mately $850 to prepare and place a one-
half page advertisement in the PRIDE 
issue of OutSmart Magazine. The mo-
tion was seconded by John Whiteside. 
The motion pasted unanimously.

EPAH was contacted about a new 
networking promotion being offered by 
a current EPAH member’s company; 
NETWORKING MIXER at METEOR. 
This mixer will be an on-going monthly 
event to which EPAH members are 
invited. Further details of the event were 
not available but the Board considered 
it appropriate to forward the invitation 
to all EPAH members for their consid-
eration. 

This networking opportunity will be 
forwarded to the Professional Develop-
ment Committee for follow-up on the 
potential for future EPAH participation.

Adjournment. A motion was offered  
and seconded to adjourn the Board 
Meeting. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
John Ginter, Secretary EPAH

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009  

Home of Mo Granda & Richard Hill, 121 E. 18th Street Houston, Texas 77008

The Community Affairs Committee will be hosting a booth at 
the upcoming Houston Pride Festival, and are looking for vol-
unteers to help staff it.  We will be required to have people at the 
booth from 11 AM to 7 PM, and it is always a lot of fun, so if you 
want to help, let either Ken Malone or Sean Carter know.

CoMMunity AffAirs priDe plAns
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Your Agent.
Your
Advocate.
For courtesy and
service and your
best value for all
your insurance
needs, call Rob.

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 185 

713.661.7700

www.schmerleragency.com

V I L L A G E
Greenery & Flowers

Call today for Special Consultations

Our Location or Yours.

713-529-4161
DARRELL GORSKI
2301 University Blvd @ Greenbriar

Houston, Texas 77005

Treasurer’s Report
Monday, March 24, 2009
February 2009

Chase Checking  
Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28,089.58
Total Balance and  
Working Capital . . . . . . . $28,089.58

Notes:: All outstanding items have 
cleared from year end 2008.

All 1st quarter billing have gone out 
and are in the process of being collected.  
2nd quarter billings will go out prior to 
month end March 2009.

Submitted by 
Jeff Wallace – Treasurer 

Membership Report
The membership committee is excited 

to welcome John Danielson as a new 
member.  We 
would like to 
thank Penny Hipp 
for hosting our 
meeting at her 
great townhome. 

The next meet-
ing will be held 
on Thursday, May 
7th at the home 
of Carlos Reyes.  
Please get your 
new membership 

applications to us as soon as possible.  
Don’t forget the contest is well under-
way and You can still win one of the 
fabulous trips.
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HCHD’s  and EPAH Mem-
ber and Past President , Ken 
Malone, coordinator of HIV 

testing services and head of the 
Routine Universal Screening for 
HIV (RUSH) program is a finalist 
in the Innovator category of the 
2009 Health Care Heroes awards 
by the Houston Business Journal. 

The HIV screening program in the 
emergency center at Ben Taub Gen-
eral Hospital has screened more than 
16,000 people for the virus. The pro-
gram has expanded to the emergency 
center at LBJ Hospital with plans to 
expand it into the Community Health 
Program later this year. 

The goal of the program is to find 
people who are unaware of their HIV-
positive status and link them to care. 
This helps them stay healthier and 
protects others from getting infected.

“It’s an honor to have this impor-
tant public health program recog-
nized,” Malone said. “The work of 
RUSH is a team effort with staff and 
personnel from all areas of our health 
care system. I proudly accept this 
honor on their behalf.”

This is the first year of Houston 
Business Journal’s Health Care Heroes 
awards presentations. There are 12 
categories in all. The winners will be 
announced during a May 20 lun-
cheon honoring all finalists at the 
Wortham Center – Grand Foyer.

epAh CongrAtulAtes Ken MAlone

May Membership Meeting Photos
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Buying or selling your home is a BIG 
deal, usually the biggest one you 
do. You want years of experience, 
honesty, and great expertise to make 
sure your real estate deal is the best 
it can be, with no hassles. You can 
be assured of all that and more. . . 
please call today for your next great 
real estate experience. 

Thank You!!  
Voted Houston’s Best 

Real Estate Agent! 

RichaRd
hill

The Metropolitan
550 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 350

Houston, TX 77027

713-828-7866
22 Years Experience

Over $200 Million in Home Sales

. . .2008 OutSmart 

Readers Choice Awards

The ones I have chosen to highlight 
are by no means the only EPAH mem-
bers that extend a hand  to others, but 
for one reason or another they are the 
ones that come to mind on this Sunday 
afternoon.  Personally,  I look “up to 
them,” respect them and admire them. I 
hope next time you see one of them you 
join me in saying  “Thank  You.” 

Let me start with an old friend of 
mine, Jim Bartley.  A few years ago Jim 
organized, scheduled and coordinated, 
on his own, a group of EPAH members 
that for several months drove back and 
forth one of our members to his Dialysis 
treatment. The effort made the last days 
of our friend’s  life easier !!!!!

Joseph Petrie, is a brand new member 
and for several years  he has coordinated 
the Keller Williams Food Collection 
drive in their 14  offices in the City of 
Houston.  This last year the drive col-
lected over 18,000  lbs of food for the 
Greater Houston Area Food Bank. 

Next one, who does not know Sean 
Carter? He is an EPAH Board Member 
and has been an EPAH Member for 
many years. He is one of our Commu-
nity’s best known Fund Raisers. Sean 

was the Founder of the Imperial Court 
Of Houston, his contagious laugh and 
the entertaining ability of his “alter 
ego,”  Chanel Carter, have helped raise 
lots of money for needed Organizations 
through the years.

Bob Rice joined EPAH last year, he 
is Registered Nurse and I was surprised 
to learn that each year he dedicates part 
of his time to go on a Health Mission to 
Guatemala. 

Twenty four years ago, I met Richard 
Hill. He is a Board Member of EPAH 
and when he is not working as a Real-
tor, or helping me tie my shoes or step 
off a curb, he dedicates 100% of his free 
time and energy to raise funds for the 
PFLAG/HATCH  Youth Scholarship 
Foundation so some GLBT Students 
find easier to go to College.  

And of course let us not forget that 
two deceased EPAH members, Kevin 
Davidson and Gary Van Ootenghem, 
were Co-Founders of the Scholarship 
Foundation . 

How rewarding it is to call all of you 
“friends” and how lucky we are in having 
Members like these in EPAH!!!!!!  EPAH 
is more than a Social/Networking Or-
ganization, EPAH has a heart, and I for 
one am PROUD of it. 

President’s Message  
continued from page 1

epAh CongrAtulAtes 
seAn CArter!

EPAH member Sean Carter has 
been selected as one of the Five 
Outstanding Young Houstonians.

Since 1932, the Houston Junior 
Chamber (“Houston Jaycees”) and 
Houston Junior Chamber Foundation 
have sponsored the Five Outstanding 
Young Houstonians Awards Banquet 
(“FOYH”). 

Now in its 76th year, this event hon-
ors five individuals between the ages of 
21-41 who have distinguished them-
selves as leaders in our community. 
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Dr. David S. Genac
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST
Voted One Of The
Best Mental Health Therapists
—OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 
2006 & 2007

713.899.3769
1712 Fairview

www.davidgenac.com

Mark Johnson Photography 
1314 Texas Ave, Suite 1525 

Houston, TX 77002 
713-530-2522 

mark@photoArchitect.com 

photoArchitect.com

©Copyright 2009 Mark Johnson

Wild Wild West Party  
Mardi Gras Style

May 9, 2009 from 7pm - 10:30pm
$30 donation at the door

Open Bar
Heavy Hors D’oevres
Home of EPAH member John Dan-

ielson, III - 3618 Burlington, Houston, 
Texas 

OLD WEST ATTIRE ENCOURAGED
 Costume Contest - •	
Best Cowboy•	
Best Indian•	
Cowboy/Indian Showing Most Skin•	
Best Saloon Girl•	
Best Overall•	

Krewe of  
Olympus
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5
Board Meeting

6 7
Membership 
Meeting

8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15
Birthday:  
Klaus Stratmann

16

17
Birthday:  
Annise Parker

18 19
Dinner Meeting 
at SaltGrass

20
Birthday:
Dennis Schwarz

21 22
Happy Hour at 
Boheme

23
Birthday:
Robert Hugos

24 25
Birthday:
Jerry Conry

26 27 28 29 30

31Birthday: 
Richard Evans

May 2009 EPAH Calendar

Smart
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Planning
Investment | Retirement | Education

www.GreenWhite.com

Mike Ryan, 
CFP®, MBA

GREENWHITE
ADVISORS
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April Progressive Dinner
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Patronella’s/April Dinner Meeting
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EPAH sightings
a group of EPAH Members at 

the GLBT Chamber’s Dinner and 
Fundraiser for Annise Parker

Mo and Richard on their 
Mexican Riviera Cruise

EPAH Dog Park Sightings


