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CALIF. GAY RIGHTS

The California situation contlnues on a low boil as anti-gay
Senator John Briggs continues his second round of gathering
signatures to force a referendum which waild prohibit gays
from teaching positions. Briggs has until May lst to qualify
314,500 signatures. If he does so the proposition will appear
on the sunshine state's November ballot., Gay activist Morris
Kight reports that Briggs was "doing very badly" until early
February when he placed ads in local papers offering '20¢ per
signature to those who would circulate his petition. (When
initiative makers in the past have had to stoop to paying peo-
ple to do their work, the usual fee is 8¢-12¢ per signature.)
Kight thinks this latest technique may "change the ball game.
A lot of peeple in this country will do anything for money."
Activists are closely monitoring progress on this ill wind.

On the state level, things are not going well for the Calif.
Gay Rights Bill AB 1302, Sponsor, Assemblyman Art Agnos
can't get it out of the powerful Ways and Means Committee

-and word is the bill may be shelved for 1978, Agnos is still
hopeful however, "all the sensationalism of Bryant and Briggs
has made legislators extraordinarily nervous," he said.
*There was no way the bill could have passed in this politi-
.,gl! year, " .Agnos urged continued "gay presence in the Leg-
e" and lobbying efforts are continuing in the hopes of
lage in 1979,

===-Lesbian Tide

Lolita?

The petition to prohibit the hiring
of homosexual teachers is just an-
other example of ignorant prejudice.

1. The petitioners use the excuse of
child molestation; if this is to be a
valid excuse for such action it should
include heterosexual teachers as
well. Or do we just ignore the moles-
tation of opposite sex children. Loli-
ta? I don’t consider that particularly

normal. How can one be more nor-
mal than the other?

2. Does hiring a homosexual auto-
matically mean he will molest young
boys more than heterosexuals?

3. Who will decide what are homo-
sexual tendencies? Will we soon be
discriminating against men with
higher voices, no chest hair? Will
they be required to walk a certain
way in front of a committee?

This petition not only blatantly
discriminates against one group. It
ignores the whole problem of child
molestation by blaming it on one
group. It is a larger problem. It
involves both homosexual and het-
erosexual persons.

If the petitioners are really con-
cerned they will do something about
it — rather than using it for a veiled
excuse for discrimination.

SUSAN PAPAS
La Mesa
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MOVIE REVIEW

Profile of the Gay Experience

SAN DIEGO
CLIPPING SERVICE

“Word Is Out,” which screens tonight at 10:15 at Filmex
and opens a regular run Thursday at the UA Cinema Cen-
ter in Westwood, is comprised of interviews with 26 people
of varying ages, ethnic backgrounds and socioeconomic
levels. All they have in common is their forthright courage
—and their homosexuality.

A painstaking, low-key labor of love by the Mariposa
Film Group—six young film-makers—"Word Is Out” is a
stunning documentary that not only shatters gay stereo-
types but also challenges the oppressiveness of the tradi-
tional concepts of masculinity and femininity that affect
heterosexuals as well as homosexuals. “Word Is Out” ad-
dresses itself not merely to the country’s most castigated

and least understood minority, which surely will take
heart from it, but to the widest general audience possible.
Free of the sensational and full of humor as well as pathos,
“Word Is Out” is unquestionably a landmark film in its
compassionate yet matter-of-fact presentation of an extra-
ordinarily varied array of gay people.

Not everyone felt comfortable about participating in the
film. One T7-year-old poet and writer, a patrician woman
of much reserve and composure, fears that she’s being
“fitted into a structure . . . and I don't like to be pushed
around.” A young black lesbian expresses concern over
being taken as representative of all black lesbians. Anoth-

CCNTINUED CN FPAGSE

‘WORD IS OUT’

A Mariposa Film Group produ:

ction. Film-makers Peter Adair, Nancy

Adair, Veronica Selver, Andrew Brown, Robert Epstein, Lucy Massle Phenix.

Producer Peter Adair,
Running time: 2 or,, 24 min.
Times-rated: Mature.
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Thank You
charlie,Michael

and The Gay Gommunity

e
SIXTH ANNUAL

SANDIE AWARDS
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!

Good Luck toALL
At The Coronation Ball!

Thursday, May11
Is A Night To Check Out W.C.P.C.

1845 HANCOCK STREET
















































































































