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Come Out, Come Out Wherever You Are

It’s that time of year again. Dust off your freedom rings; pull out your rainbow flag because Pride month 
is upon us. Every year in June, thousands of GLBT’s, friends and family gather in major cities across the 
country to celebrate life, love and the pursuit of gaiety. This year is no exception, with the Houston Pride 
Parade taking place on June 26. 

This time of year always brings to mind my first Pride parade. It was all new to me: the frills, feathers, 
flags. I went with a few of my gay friends, who prepared me with what to expect. Once I heard the roar 
of the Dykes on Bikes, I knew I was in the right place. This was when the parade was still held during 
the day and I was sweating my butt off, but I had a great time. I quickly learned that gay parades are tons 
more fun than straights ones. It was June 1992 and I was newly out. Actually, I wasn’t even out yet, I just 
knew I wasn’t straight.  My first lesbian “encounter” happened just weeks before…

One of my best friends called and said she had a dream about me, something involving the 
movie The Hunger. I had not seen it, so I kind of shrugged it off. Nevertheless, my curiosity got 
the best of me and I had to rent it. During the scene where Catherine Denueve and SusanSaran-
don are in bed together, my mouth  dropped  and I called my friend. I told her I was 
watching the movie, I was at the part she dreamt about. 

Our phone call took place right after my first visit to a gay bar—Heaven (may it rest in peace). 
As I told her about the rugged lady in leather who offered to “break me in,” my friend inquired 
if I would ever do such a thing. “Not with her!” I believe my words were.

“What about with me?” She said. I don’t remember the rest of the conversation because my head 
was swimming. I just remember asking her to come over in a few days. She did, and I’ve been 
hooked on the ladies ever since. 

I still have fun at the parade, but sometimes I forget what we are really celebrating. This issue should serve 
as a reminder for those of you who have forgotten, or those who never knew. The article about Stonewall 
will refresh your memory, while the one examining gay marriage will make you think. 

Our  features this month include interviews with three local couples in long-term relationships who gen-
erously let us into their lives to explore what it takes to make relationships work. I hope they will inspire 
as well as educate.  We also spoke to Sonna Alton, Director of Communications at the Montrose Clinic 
and the female Grand Marshall of this year’s parade. And finally, you must read my interview with Brini 
Maxwell, the domestic diva of the Style Network and star of her own show. 

Look for us in the coming months at the LHI Health Fair on June 5, Empower on June 12 and 13, and at 
the Pride Parade on June 26. Come say hello, we won’t bite, but then again, you never know… On behalf 
of the staff here at h.e.r.s., we wish you all a very happy and safe gay pride. 

Take care, 

       

        

Correction: Due to scheduling conflicts, a behind the 
scenes look at Playboy studios will not appear in this 
issue.
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America seems to be 
experiencing war on 

all kinds of fronts lately 
and not just overseas.  
Indeed, a recent opinion 
of the Massachusetts Su-
preme Judicial Court has 
forced the war on terror-
ism to share the limelight 
not only with the war on 
marriage, but the war on 
“judicial activism.”

Late last year, Massachu-
setts’ highest court found 
the prohibition against 
same-sex marriages to 
be unconstitutional and 
gave the state legislature 
six months to redraft the 
marriage law to encom-
pass these marriages.  In 
the opinion Goodridge vs. 
Dept. of Public Health, 
the court held that “bar-
ring an individual from 
the protections, benefits, 
and obligations of civil 
marriage solely because 
that person would marry 
a person of the same sex 
violates the Massachusetts 
Constitution.”

Suddenly there was news 
that San Francisco’s may-
or, Gavin Newsom, was 
actively seeking to begin 
issuing marriage licenses 
to homosexual couples.  
He soon achieved it on 
February 12, 2004.  Oth-
er similar “civil acts of 
disobedience” followed, 
with marriage licenses 
being issued to same-sex 
couples in Oregon, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, and 
New York.  

Not everyone was happy 
for the multitude of 
newlyweds however.  Two 
weeks after San Francisco 
began issuing licenses, 
President Bush called 
on Congress to draft a 

constitutional amend-
ment restricting marriage 
to be “a union of a man 
and woman as husband 
and wife.”  Bush alleged 
that “activist courts” were 
threatening to change 
the “meaning of mar-
riage…forever” and that 
a constitutional amend-
ment was the only means 
to “protect marriage in 
America.”

 
A semi-brief 
comment on 
amendments:  
It is my experi-
ence that they 
are positive 
and powerful 
things.  For 
instance, the 
very first one 
grants me the 
right to write 
the piece you 
are currently 
reading.  It also 
includes my 
right to choose 
my own form 
of worship, 
even if that 
means not 
worshipping 
anything at all.  Beyond 
the Bill of Rights, lies the 
thirteenth amendment 
which abolished slav-
ery; the fifteenth which 
ensured all men the right 
to vote; and the nine-
teenth, which completed 
the job by bestowing 
that same right upon 
women.  Among the 
remaining amendments, 
which for large part 
address administrative 
issues (e.g., the twentieth 
designating January 20th 
as the day on which the 
terms of the president 
and vice-president end; 
the twenty-second put-
ting a two term limit on 

the office of president)--
there are NO AMEND-
MENTS THAT 
DISCRIMINATE.  That 
is, there is no amend-
ment that zooms in on 
one category of individu-
als and prohibits them 
from doing something 
that another group can.  
(Of course there is the 
twenty-sixth amendment 
prescribing the mini-

mum voting age to be 
eighteen, but I personally 
don’t know any teenagers 
who are dying to vote 
and therefore don’t find 
the limit unreasonable.)  
Instead, the amendments 
appear very much expan-
sionist and enlightened 
in their attitude towards 
equality.  

With Bush’s charge that 
“activist courts have left 
the people with one 
recourse”--that being a 
constitutional amend-
ment--he joins other 
critics of the Massachu-
setts Supreme Court’s 
decision.  Specifically, 

they accuse the court 
of engaging in “judicial 
activism.”  But what 
exactly is “judicial activ-
ism”?

The phrase is used nega-
tively most of the time 
and denotes that a judge 
(or court) has stepped 
outside her or his role 
and has taken up the 
function of a lawmaker.  

The criticism is 
that instead of 
merely comparing 
the facts of the 
case to the law, the 
judge has suddenly 
been stricken with 
a surge of creativ-
ity, interprets the 
whole case in a 
never-before-seen 
manner, and deliv-
ers a holding that 
no one thought 
was imaginable.  
The fallacy of this 
criticism lies in 
the expectations of 
those opposed to 
“judicial activism.”

Trial courts are 
where the com-

parison of facts to law 
takes place.  For example, 
it is where evidence that 
two men were engag-
ing in “deviate sexual 
intercourse” is presented 
through officer testi-
mony and where the 
judge finds them guilty 
of violating the statute 
forbidding such con-
duct.  Appellate courts 
are where the analysis 
of the interpretation, 
application, and consti-
tutionality of the statute 
takes place.  It is where 
the defendants’ argument 
that such a statute for-
bidding homosexual sex 
violates the Due Process 

Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment is presented 
to the court for debate 
and consideration and 
where in another appel-
late court, this statute 
was inevitably struck 
down.

It is also where laws 
regarding racial segre-
gation in schools and 
anti-miscegenation were 
presented, pondered, and 
declared unconstitutional 
by the ultimate appellate 
court---the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Clearly inherent in 
a judge’s role as an 
interpreter of the law 
is to think.  Not only 
thinking about the words 
comprising the law but 
also thinking about what 
the legislature’s intent 
was in creating the law.  
In Massachusetts, the 
majority of the justices 
thought that the ban on 
gay marriages did not 
comport with the “basic 
premises of individual 
liberty and equality…
protected by the Mas-
sachusetts Constitution.”  
Given these words, 
the court’s interpreta-
tion is reasonable; but 
if through “judicial 
activism,” the court has 
weaved more fairness 
into the Massachusetts’ 
constitution than was 
intended--then I say “go 
‘head.”  

Unlike Bush, these 
“activist judges” have 
demonstrated that they 
are not political pup-
pets.  

   San Francisco City Hall. Photo by Shaunte Angelo

Fight For Your Rights:
Examining the Case For Same Sex Marriage
by Mindy Terence
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Out and About 

Helios

Pride 04 Launch Party at Meteor

Marriage Rally at City Hall

Photos by Shaunte Angelo

email photos of your event to thescene@hershouston.com
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The Scene
Calendar

june

• june 5-6: The Betty Series Surf Camp  
Learn to surf, Galveston, TX; http://www.thebetty-
series.com 

• june 5: LHI Rainbow Health Fair 
8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m., 215 Westheimer, various ser-
vices offered at no cost, contact LHI @ 713.603.0023 to 
schedule services 

• june 5: Yale Street Market 
first saturday every month, http://www.yalestreetmar-
ket.com

• june 6: 9th Annual Texas Gay Pride Fest & Sun-
day Brunch 
12-8 p.m., Fiesta Gardens, 2101 Bergman @ Chicon, 
Austin, TX; http://lgrl.sitestreet.com/calendar/ 

• june 6: PFLAG Houston Meeting 
2-4:30 p.m., St. Paul’s United Methodist 

• june 12: Houston Pride Fun Run/Walk 
benefits AssistHers, begins Sam Houston Park 7:30 
a.m.; http://www.pridehouston.org 

• june 12-13: The Betty Series Surf Camp  
Learn to surf, Galveston, TX; http://www.thebetty-
series.com 

• june 12-13: Empower, 
George R. Brown Convention Center, Houston, TX, Sat:1 
p.m.-8 p.m., Sun: 12 p.m.-5 p.m.; http://www.ghglcc.
org 

• june 13: Gay Mens Chorus 
performs Platinum Pride, The Ultimate Celebration, june 
13: 3 p.m., june 15: 8 p.m., june 18: 8 p.m., Cullen 
Theater @ The Wortham Center; http://www.gmch.org/ 

• june 19: GoGirls! Rock 
Rhythm Room, doors @ 8, show @ 9, $5 cover, all ages, 
1815 Washington; http://www.gogirlsmusic.com

• june 19: Juneteenth Celebration 
Blues, gospel and jazz performances, Hermann Park, 
call 713.558.2600 for more information 

• june 22: Houston Voice Pride Party 
Cabo (1111 Westheimer), 5:30 p.m., drink specials & 
prizes; http://www.houstonvoice.com.

• june 26: Pre-Pride Parade Festival 
Westheimer & Yoakum, 4 p.m.-11 p.m. 

• june 26: Pride Parade 
lower Westheimer, 8:45p-12:00 a.m.; http://www.
pridehouston.org  

july

• july 3: Yale Street Market 
first saturday every month; http://www.yalestreetmar-
ket.com 

• july 4: Happy Independence Day! 

• july 11: PFLAG Houston Meeting 
If you only attend one meeting this year...this should 
be it! 2-4:30 p.m., First Unitarian Universalist Church, 
5200 Fannin; http://www.pflaghouston.com 

• july 24: GoGirls! Rock 
Rhythm Room, doors @ 8, show @ 9, $5 cover, all ages, 
1815 Washington; http://www.gogirlsmusic.com

weekly events

monday
Queer Voices, KPFT 90.1, 8-10 p.m.
 
tuesday
Bingo @ Meteor, LHI monthly meetings (first Tues.) 
713.603.0023; Lesbian Coming Out Group, GLBT Community 
Center, 7-9 p.m.; Drink specials @ Cabo (Montrose)
 
wednesday
Ladies Night @ Bocado’s, Professional Women’s Night @ Me-
teor (first and third Wed.); Unofficial ladies night @ W. Alabama 
Icehouse; Skating hosted by OutSkate Roller Skate Club, Zenith 
Roller Rink, $5, 281.933.5818; Uncommon Legacy Foundation 
(third Wed.), Hollywood Cafe, 6:30 p.m.
 
thursday
Open mic @ Chances with Fluff the Kat, Open mic @ Helios; 
Montrose Writers Project (last Thurs. of month) 10-11a.m., GLBT 
Community Center 
 
friday
 Lesbian Film Night (last Fri. of month), 7-10 p.m., GLBT 
Community Center; Midnights @ Landmark River Oaks, spe-
cialty viewings, 713.866.8881; Critical Mass Ride (last Fri. of 
month)Meets 5:30pm @ reflecting pool in front of City Hall, ride 
begins 6:00 p.m. http://www.criticalmass.info 

 
saturday
Female performers @ Chances; After Hours: KPFT 90.1, 12 a.m.; 
Habitat (after hours) 1415 California, 713.522.7066
 
sunday
Karaoke @ Guava Lamp, Lesbians Over Age Fifty (LOAF) monthly 
meeting (third Sun.) 2 p.m., 713.869.1482

email your calendar events to thescene@hershouston.com
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Love, Llamas and Yellow Pages:
The Story of Robin and Ruby
by Shaunte Angelo

Ruby (L) said of Robin (R), “I get to kiss and angel good morning every 
morning.” Photo by Shaunte Angelo

Feeding time for the llamas. Photo by Shaunte Angelo

Seasons of Love: 
Three Couples Give Us a Glimpse into Love, Life and Commitment
Stories by Shaunte Angelo and Joyce Gabiola

What do llamas 
and the yellow 

pages have in common? 
Consider the 20-year 
pairing of Robin Turell 
and Ruby Hamilton, 
and it seems pretty obvi-
ous. Their unusual mix 
of these two passions has 
intertwined their lives, 
when it seemed like 
nothing else would fuse 
them together. 

Robin is Jewish, comes 
from a family full of 
doctors in Meyerland, 
and likes to get her nails 
done. Ruby is thirteen 
years older, not Jewish, 
comes from humble 

beginnings in East Texas, 
and is a no-frills type 
of gal. She also has a 
daughter, Gerrie, who 
first urged the two wom-
en to meet.  A softball 
game of Gerrie’s is where 
the pair first locked eyes. 
Ruby later asked her 
daughter, “Why didn’t 
you tell me Robin was so 
beautiful?”

They would both agree 
that their favorite color 
is yellow. Early in their 
relationship, they were 
traveling saleswomen 
for Southwestern Bell 
Yellow Pages. Robin 
trekked the areas of Or-
ange; Ruby took charge 

in Beaumont. 
But they found 
themselves on a 
common page in a 
motel room; Ruby 
flirted with a run-
ning joke among 
traveling salesmen: 
“If you don’t score 
by Thursday or 
you’re nothing.” 
Following with, 
“You’re lucky it’s 
not Thursday.” 
That night Robin 
proposed to Ruby 
that any day could 
be “Thursday.” The 
next day, Ruby 

backed that state-
ment up by making a 
calendar made entirely 

of Thursdays. 

Robin and Ruby 
never chose to have a 
big showy ceremony to 
formally exchange vows. 
Instead they shared an 
intimate ceremony just 
between the two of them 
and God. They com-
mitted themselves to 
each other, exchanged 
rings, and stomped on a 
glass, a traditional Jewish 
custom.

Over the years the two 
have managed to stay on 
the same page—literally. 
Both now work for the 
Gay and Lesbian Yellow 
Pages, which gives them 

an extra sense of pride 
because they are more 
involved in the gay 
community. They also 
operate Figment Ranch, 
which has been around 
for more than 15 years 
and is home to approxi-
mately 80 llamas. They 
breed and show llamas at 
competitions throughout 
the state, while helping 
local girls obtain scholar-
ships. Their ambition 
and ingenuity have made 
them winners in this 
arena, as well. 

They have made their re-
lationship work through-
out illness, deaths in the 
family, adversity and the 
daily challenges of run-
ning a business together. 
One of their secrets for 
staying together is that 
they don’t argue. Al-

though not realistic for 
most couples, they agree 
that there is no sense in 
getting angry over some-
thing that can easily be 
resolved through talking 
it out. Often times they 
agree to disagree and 
decide on a compromise. 

Like other couples, 
Robin and Ruby know 
and understand the basic 
fundamentals of a good 
relationship: total com-
mitment to each other, 
communication, respect, 
friendship, and compro-
mise. They are unified 
partners who maintain 
their individuality. 
They also have a strong 
faith in God, believing 
God has provided them 
with all that they have, 
including 80 llamas and 
the ability to keep turn-
ing the pages of their 
longtime love affair. 
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Pride 2004
Nancy and Teresa: From KS to MS and Everything In-between
by Joyce Gabiola

Their connection was 
instant and they 

moved in together in 
February 1987.  17 years 
later, Nancy Bennett,50, 
and Teresa Fransen,48, 
plan to get married on 
Carnival Cruise Lines 
“Wedding Cruise” in 
September of this year.  
“I always thought I 
would grow up and get 
married to a man like my 
parents taught me was 
right.  The only thing is, 
I never liked boys.  I still 
get butterflies thinking 
about Teresa, and I am 
totally in love with her,” 
confessed Bennett.   
 
Bennett has two daugh-
ters who are both grown 
women with their own 
children.  Fransen has 
a motorcycle.  Together 
they have two pets and 
repeatedly declare that 
the other is her true love.  

 
All couples face obstacles 
and unexpected turns 
regarding life’s aspects 
whether it is family, 
work, spirituality, etc.  
For Bennett and Fransen, 
life, has been nothing 
but normal.  Fransen 
stepped in to help Ben-
nett raise her daughters 
who were on the verge 
of becoming teenagers at 
the time.  That same year 
Bennett was diagnosed 
with Multiple Sclerosis.  
Bennett said, “Neither of 
us knew what we were in 
for!”  In addition to un-
dergoing extensive family 
therapy, “Teresa and I 
were forced into learning 
all about multiple scle-
rosis through my many 
horrible bouts.  We have 
had parents die, lost 
jobs, moved and all the 

normal things straight 
couples go through (and 
get divorced over), and 
yet we are still together, 
and still very much in 
love.”  
 

Fransen’s days seem aver-
age: go to work, check in 
on Bennett, arrive home 
and play with the dogs, 
work on or ride her mo-
torcycle, and spend qual-
ity time with Bennett, 
talking or watching their 
favorite television shows. 
They both look forward 
to the weekends when 
they can spend time with 
the grandkids or hang 
out in the jacuzzi. 

Bennett’s multiple scle-
rosis does not allow her 
average days.  Some days 
she is able to drive her 
car and go wherever she 
wants.  On other days 
she must remain in bed 
because she cannot see or 
walk well.  

Since January, Bennett 
has been on disability 
and no longer works.  
Through all her many 
health issues, she says 
that Fransen has always 
been supportive.  

 
They agree that all 
women want “a loving, 
caring partner who will 
support you, yet still give 
you room to grow and be 
yourself.”  Even though 
she now finds herself 
with such a woman, 
surrounded by openness 
and acceptance, Bennett 
had to endure an envi-
ronment non-conducive 
to her natural feelings 
growing up.  “It was dif-
ficult for me to come out 
to myself because all my 
life I had been raised that 
you grew up, got married 
to a man, and had kids.  
I always felt like I had to 
please my family.”  She 
got married and became 
pregnant at age 18, 

and continued to have 
crushes on her female 
friends.  She thought 
all women continue on 
the same path, but she 
eventually got divorced 
and met a lesbian at her 

workplace.  She shared 
her first kiss with this 
woman and exclaimed, 
“Wow, this is me!” 
 
In her earlier years, Fran-
sen hoped that one day 
she would find a partner 
for life.  “I feel grateful, 
happy, and content with 
Nancy,” she says.  
 
“Teresa and I have lasted 
this long because where 
I am weak or having a 
hard time, Teresa takes 
up the slack and vice 
versa.  We also take time 
to laugh and play as 
much as we can, and do 
things together, as well 
as separately, knowing 
we come home to each 
other,” shares Bennett.  

 
Fransen adds, “We are 
basically opposites, and 
we attract each other.  
We always know that 
even though we may 
have a fight, we will still 
remain committed to 
each other.”  
 
Commitment seems to 
be the key…to almost 
anything, really.  As 
far as relationships are 
concerned, Bennett and 
Fransen believe that it is 
important to “be a per-
son you each can share 
your innermost feelings 
with, always knowing 
that they are there for 
you no matter what.  
That being said, you do 
have to find that person, 
so keep an open heart 
and mind.”  
 
Bennett adds, “Never 
give up on your partner 
or yourself, and always 
look through eyes of love 
and tolerance.”  Some-
times we forget that there 
is another person in the 
relationship.  
 
Even with the complexi-
ties of everyday life, they 
embrace the simplicities 
like waking up in the 
morning and hearing the 
birds sing, according to 
Bennett.  “I appreciate 
Teresa’s sense of humor.”  
 
Fransen enjoys being 
healthy and feeling good.  
“I love and appreciate 
everything about Nancy.”  
 
How appropriate that 
they met at a venue 
called Kindred Spirits.  

Teresa (L) and Nancy (R) plan to get married in September of this year. Photo by 
Shaunte Angelo 
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Arden & Charlotte: Ladies Who LOAF
by Joyce Gabiola

In 1985, Arden Ever-
smeyer, 73, had lost 

her partner of 33 years 
to cancer.  After making 
a real connection with 
Charlotte Avery, 74, at 
a LOAF (Lesbians Over 
the Age of Fifty) meeting 
in 1987, Eversmeyer’s 
heart had been restored.  
They exchanged vows in 
the presence of friends at 
a commitment ceremony 
in the mountains of 
West Texas and every 
day since has been a cel-
ebration of their lasting 
relationship. They have 
been together for 16½ 
years.  

 
 “I know a huge number 
of women who have 
been together 25 to 60 
years, but so many are 
invisible.  They don’t 
go to bars or commu-
nity activities, and most 
aren’t activists,” says 
Eversmeyer.  So basi-
cally, they’re out there, 
but most of them are 
not OUT there.  GLBT 
relationships between 
two people are just 

relationships; except 
for the obvious and do 
not differ from hetero-
sexual relationships.  We 
experience the same 
feelings that we identify 
as love and build on 
them.  “Relationships 
take a lot of work, and 
the expectation of ongo-
ing sexual excitement is 
pretty unrealistic. The 
heterosexual rate of 
50% failure is probably 
the same as ours for the 
same reasons,” asserts 
Eversmeyer.  
 
Regardless of the fact 
that they are both 
retired, they lead a busy 
life.  In 1981 Eversmeyer 
retired from a career in 
public school guidance 
and Avery followed in 
1983 with her retire-
ment from ATT.   They 
are involved with 
LOAF and OLOC (Old 
Lesbians Organizing 
for Change), a national 
political group.  “I do 
oral herstory work with 
lesbians over age 70, and 
we love to travel in our 
motorhome.  Our family 

ties are small now, but 
our lesbian friendships 
are coast to coast,” shares 
Eversmeyer.  
 
Together they participat-
ed in The National Les-
bian Conference in At-
lanta in 1991 where over 
5,000 women attended 
from all over the world.  
As proud members of 
OLOC, they were the 
first marching group be-
hind the banner carriers 
at the 1994 March on 
Washington for Lesbian, 
Gay and Bisexual Equal 
Rights and Liberation.  
Along with about a mil-
lion other people, they 
showed their support for 
progress. “These events 
were early in our activ-
ism after being necessar-
ily closeted for so many 
years.  Truly empower-
ing,” says Eversmeyer, “A 
good life.”  
 
Avery, a native Housto-
nian, and Eversmeyer, 
who moved to Houston 
in 1952, have thrived 
as individuals and as 
a couple in the com-

munity for many years, 
witnessing the city 
change as a whole.  
Most young GLBT 
people are preoccu-
pied with coming out, 
becoming familiar with 
the community, com-
municating with family 
and friends, attending 
school, working, new 
relationships, etc.  All of 
us know what it is like.  
It’s difficult at times, 
so there is not much 
opportunity or, perhaps 
desire, to volunteer 
for community groups 
and organizations 
aimed at the myriad of 
causes GLBT people 
face.  As compared to 
Eversmeyer and Avery’s 
earlier years, “there are 
some fine young activ-

ists in the community 
today, but not enough.”  
Eversmeyer adds, “They 
have no way of knowing 
what it was like in 1948 
when I came out and 
the work and sacrifice of 
a few.  We are making 
legal progress, but I don’t 
think the “climate” is 
good--lots of hate.  The 
apathy is terrible.  Just 
think what we could do 
if everyone voted.”  
 
They have seen a lot in 
their lifetime, so hardly 
anything is shocking 
anymore.  Eversmeyer 
says television pro-
grams like The L Word 
and Queer As Folk are 
“skewed and unrealistic” 
and that the “media is 
pretty much told what 
and how to report on 
us.”  However, “today 
is so much better than 
when I was young.”  
 
GLBT life continues to 
progress and the issues 
regarding marriage and/
or civil unions press on.  
Is it an issue of language?  
“I think “marriage” was 

an unfortunate choice 
of words, and certainly 
roused the far right,” 
offers Eversmeyer.  
“To legislate using 
another word for the 
same rights/protections 
would probably not have 
created the furor we are 
in now.”  Many people 
have expressed in the 
community whether 
or not “marriage” is 
the appropriate term 
in our fight towards 
equal rights for our 
partners.  Eversmeyer 
poses, “Why would we 
aspire to something that 
is doomed to failure?  A 
50% failure rate for mar-
riage is pretty pitiful, but 
I do think somewhere 
down the line, this 
will pass.  I have seen 
similar struggles with 
integration, bi-racial 
marriage, liquor-by-the-
drink, women’s rights, 
etc. (There is) always 
some bloodletting, but 
ultimately successful.  I 
would like to see this 
settled in my lifetime.”  
 
They are very spiritual 
and base their friend-
ships on unconditional 
love.  And neither Evers-
meyer nor Avery changes 
the oil in their cars.  So 
then, what is the secret 
to their lasting relation-
ship?  “It is important 
to be friends before you 
become lovers.  You need 
to like your lover.”  Got 
that, kids?  Good, now 
play nice.  

Arden (L) and Charlotte (R) have hosted LOAF meetings at their house the third Sunday of 
every month for the past 17 years. Photo by Shaunte Angelo
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Pride 2004
A History Lesson
by Melissa Valenzuela

It’s not my job to make 
others believe in history. 

But somewhere within the 
gay movement, someone 
forgot to tell the flaming 
youths of today that gay 
people have endured an aw-
ful lot for their social and 
political benefits. It was 
revealed to me that young 
homosexuals (particularly 
ages 20-25) do not know 
about the explosive impetus 
of the gay movement—the 
Stonewall Riots. 

Surely, this could not have 
been true. The Riots have 
intrinsic value in shap-
ing the idealism of baby 
homos and old farts, alike. 
The Riots are historical 
gay roots, much like Rosa 
Parks’ infamous sit down 
to lift up black civil rights. 

Without vested knowledge 
of the start of it all, the 
“homophile movement” 
would be a useless attempt 
at equality. 

I decided to informally ask 
several of my younger gay 
friends about their riot edu-
cation. I didn’t anticipate 
that they would have read 
about enraged drag queens 
and pissed off boy toys 
in their American history 
texts. But I had imagined 
that the education would 
have passed from one lover 
to another, at least. But 
to my surprise, not one of 
my younger gay friends 
had even heard of the 
riots. One embarrassingly 
assumed Stonewall referred 
to a beautiful bed and 
breakfast, which he had 

hoped to get reservations.

Now, I’m not an admon-
ished advocate of gay rights 
nor do I believe that my 
sexuality should be trade-
marked by a pink triangle 
or really big lesbian belt 
loops. But I do believe that 
you better have a damn 
good reason for having a 
pride parade in the month 
of June, particularly in 
the 35th anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots. 

Fittingly, in 1969, police 
raided the Stonewall Inn, 
a popular Greenwich 
Village gay bar. It was not 
the first invasion on the 
underground subculture. 
NYC police had a habit of 
dehumanizing and harass-
ing homosexuals, but this 

time, on Friday, June 27, 
patrons retaliated. They 
had had enough, on top of 
mourning the simultane-
ous loss of loveable Judy 
Garland. It was a climatic 
episode that resulted in 
three days of rioting and 
one explosive grassroots 
movement for gay equality. 
It’s really something you 
should know.

Even if you don’t re-
ally care, much like I don’t 
about gay marriage or 
Rosie’s days in court, at 
least have some remote 
insight about the riots to 
finesse your way through a 
conversation. My girlfriend, 
who is five years younger 
at age 25, has no idea 
about Stonewall. We can’t 
really discuss topics about 

historical gay events; she’s 
more focused on the today. 
She hasn’t even seen the 
1996 fictitious docu-inde, 
Stonewall: A Love Story, in 
which LaMiranda does the 
cha-cha with the 5-0. That 
alone should make you feel 
proud. 

I’m not saying that you 
must know everything 
about the gay movement. 
I’ve gotten very tired of 
waving my gay flag, just for 
someone to ask me to move 
it. In fact, I really don’t 
wave it much at all. But 
when I stand on a sidewalk, 
as floats of dancing trans-
sexuals pass by and smiling 
marchers announce their 
gay pride, I have the basic 
understanding of why they 
are doing such.  
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The ever-popular Business Expo, Job Fair
and the Performing and Visual Arts�
that make Empower a great event.
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Bewitching Brini 
by Shaunte Angelo

Photograph by G
eorge D

eSoto,  ©
E! N

etw
orks

Brini Maxwell is the craftiest thing since 
the glue gun. Her flair for interior design, 

household tips and entertaining make her one 
addicting diva. Her series, The Brini Max-
well Show, appears on both E! Entertainment 
Network, and the Style Network. She took a 
few moments away from her vacation in San 
Francisco to speak to me via telephone. 

hers: Where does the name Brini come from? 
Maxwell: It’s short for Sabrina.

H: How did you get started with the show? 
M: At the time that I came up with the idea 
for the show I was redecorating my apartment 
to look like a ‘60s movie set. And I was finding 
things at different stores in and around town, 
different vintage shops, thrift stores, garage sales, 
places like that. And I was in the Salvation Army 
and found this wonderful set of mid-century, 
1950’s mixing bowls. They were nesting bowls 
and they were in blue and white with figures of 
farmers on either side of sheep with wheat and 
corn. I just thought they were adorable and they 
were $15 so I picked them up and brought them 
home. I was very pleased with myself until I real-
ized that they were for food preparation. People 
would not see them because they would be up in 
their little cabinet, put away, when people were 
over at my house. I thought, ‘well what do I do?’ 
I want people to see the mixing bowls. And then 
I thought, ‘Why don’t I do a television show, 
that way everyone can see my mixing bowls. So 
that’s how it came about.

H: Who has been your favorite guest so far?
M: That’s a good question. I don’t know if I have 
a favorite but I do have people who have been 
just so much fun. I really enjoyed having Helen 
Gurley Brown (founder of Cosmopolitan Maga-
zine) on the show. She was darling and so much 
fun. And Stephen Knoll (hairstylist to the stars) 
was just lovely, such a sweet man. Tom Brown, 
the survivalist who came on, was really aces. All 
of my guests have been fun, just delightful. Of 
course Rip Taylor was a lot of fun, too. 

H: That was a great show, I loved your outfit; it 
was so glamorous. 
M: Well, thank you, Shaunte. 

H: You’ve been compared to a young Martha 
Stewart. As you know, she started her career as 
a model. Have you ever done any professional 
modeling?
M: (Chuckles) Well, a little bit here and there.

H: Who are your role models?
M: Oh, everyone from Auntie Mame to Sue 
Anne Nivens (Betty White’s character on The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show).

H: What are your other talents aside from being 
an arts and crafts diva?
M: Well, I have very good writing skills. I have a 
Bachelor’s degree in fashion design and I worked 
in the (fashion) industry for a while. (Pauses) I 
like to think that anything I put my mind to I 
can accomplish. (I knew even over the phone that 
she was tilting her head with her trademark Brini 
smile by the end of that sentence.)

H: Who did you work for in the (fashion) indus-
try? Was it anyone in particular?
M: Everyone from moderate dresses to couture 
furs.

H: Do you make your own clothes now?
M: Yes, sometimes.

H: Do you have a stylist?
M: I do most of that myself.

H: I thought you might because you always look 
so put together on the show, and I love your 
little bags.
M: Thank you so much.

H: Speaking of, what are your must haves in 
your purse?
M: Oh that’s a good question. Well I always 
think you must have lipstick, that’s important. 
Also, we did this thing on how to survive on the 
contents of your purse in the wild. The survival-
ist who was helping us out said the one thing 
you should always keep in your purse is a nail 
file. Because, should you find yourself in a situ-
ation where you are in the wild for an indefinite 
period of time, that nail file will be the most 

helpful tool you could ever imagine. 

H: That is good to know. I’ll have to keep one in 
my purse. 
Do you like to cook?
M: Yes I do. I enjoy cooking mid-century dishes.

H: Mid-century, as in casseroles?
M: Yes, things that were popular at that time to 
good old-fashioned chocolate cake and things 
like that.

H: Have you ever been to Houston?
M: I have not been to Houston, but I’ve been to 
Dallas. 

H: It’s not quite the same. 
M: That’s what I’ve heard. Yeah, I’ve heard Hous-
ton is lovely.

H: When do you go back to work?
M: We’re hoping to go back into the studio in 
July.

The Brini Maxwell Show airs Fridays at 9 p.m. 
on the Style Network. For more information on 
Brini Maxwell, go to www.brinimaxwell.com.  
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Saucy Sonna Shows Off
by Joyce Gabiola

Not only do I immedi-
ately find Sonna Alton 

to be a warm person, but 
“Sonna” sounds like “sau-
na,” and I learn that Sonna 
desires warm weather. 

Originally from St. Louis, 
Missouri, Alton ventured 
down to Houston in 1989 
to pursue a master’s degree 
in education at the Univer-
sity of Houston. Although 
she thought she would 
never remain in Houston, 
as there is so much traffic 
throughout the city, Alton 
fell for the warm climate.  
While the heat encouraged 
her to kick of her sandals 
and lay out by the pool, 
I’m almost certain that it’s 
the warm-hearted people 
she works with and for in 
the community that made 
her stay. 

“There are so many fascinat-
ing people out there.  This 
community amazes me.  
There are so many great 
people in this community 
that give of themselves.  
These fascinating people 
share one goal—-to help 
others.”  

As one of these fascinating 
people, she loves her job as 
Montrose Clinic’s Director 
of Communications and 
Events.  She says softly, 
“It is near and dear to my 
heart.”  
 
Alton seems to be close to 
many people’s hearts.  At 
the unveiling of their logo 
for this year’s Pride on 
March 12 at Meteor, as the 
Pride Committee of Hous-
ton announced that Alton 
had been selected Grand 
Marshal for this year’s Pride 
Parade, the crowd roared.  
My friend and I wanted to 
bid her congratulations as 
we were leaving, but she 
was completely surrounded.  
According to Alton, it’s a 
vote of the community, 
so with enthusiasm Alton 

shares, “I am honored to 
be recognized by my peers 
in that capacity.  Being the 
Pride Grand Marshal is one 
of the highest honors in the 
LGBT community.”  She is 
very proud and hopes she 

represents the community 
well. 

  With her advanced degree 
in education and her desire 
to educate and work for the 
community, Alton was the 
best candidate to serve as 
the Director of Commu-
nications and Events.  As 
such, she handles commu-
nications activities between 
the clinic and the media 
and the rest of the commu-
nity.  She is responsible for 
public relations, advertising, 
and coordinating inter-
views.  She also develops 
and maintains the clinic’s 
website.  Part of her job is 
to educate on issues such as 
AIDS, HIV, and safer sex 
practices.  

One of her main duties 
is coordinating events, 
such as their annual Miss 
Mint Julep.  Bartenders are 
recruited to compete by 
raising money and perform-
ing in the show along with 

other community groups.  
An aspect that Alton feels 
is important to these events 
is the fact that there is no 
cover at the door.  

“If there’s a guy who has $3 
or 5 in his pocket, he can 
still attend the event and 
maybe donate a couple of 
dollars.  It’s an opportunity 
to be entertained, give back 
and be part of it all.”  
 
Between the clinic, the 
organizations of which she 
is a member, and volunteer-
ing for various causes, Alton 
is definitely part of it all.  
At present she lends her 
time to help the PFLAG/
HATCH Youth Scholarship 
Foundation.  The scholar-
ships are available for high 
school seniors, college 
freshmen or students in 
pursuit of graduate degrees 
who are interested in higher 
education and who identify 
themselves as LGBT.  While 
it’s required that the stu-
dents be out to themselves, 
it is not required that they 
are out to their families, etc.  
Such an award is important 
as it is hoped that it will 

encourage the younger 
generation to become more 
engaged.  There was a 
whole world, a tone in the 
community that they didn’t 
experience, Alton suggests.  

“They didn’t see people 
dying in the ‘80s of AIDS, 
and just the struggles of 
LGBT people in general.  
We gotta figure out a way 
to get them involved, to 
feel committed and want 
to be involved,” says Alton.  
She encourages all people 
to “find something to have 
emotion towards and get 
involved, as there are too 
few volunteers to meet 
those needs.”  She suggests 
volunteering for something 
relating to your core values, 
as you are likely to have a 
better experience.  
 
Alton realized she was gay 
while in college in the 
‘70s, but she wasn’t out to 
the world.  It was a joke 
amongst her fellow peers to 
be part of an organization 
called the YAG Club.  (Yes, 
I thought “yag” was odd 
until I wrote it down in my 
notes.)  Alton feels that “it’s 
much easier to be accepted 
and realize who you are 
now.”  
 
”I truly believe that I’m 
living the life I’m supposed 
to be living,” Alton asserts.  
She points out that some-
times people wrestle with 
Christianity and being gay.  
(As a confirmed, and now 
non-practicing Catholic, I 
know what she means.)  She 

feels she’s been able to help 
people with that gray area.  
She mentions the protes-
tors that are present every 
year at the Pride Parade.  
She can’t relate to that.  “I 
equate Christianity with 
love, not hate.”  
 
Alton is also a member of 
the Krewe of Olympus, 
a gay Mardi Gras organi-
zation founded in New 
Orleans, that is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary this 
year.  The Krewe creates a 
float for the Pride Parade, 
hosts an annual ball, raises 
money for charity, and has 
a couple of parties every 
year, in which she dresses in 
drag.  “It is the biggest and 
best extended family I’ve 
ever had.” 

Alton shows me a picture 
of her in drag, although 
she playfully admits she has 
no appropriate drag name.  
Still, she’s a woman dressed 
up in drag as though she’s 
a man dressed in women’s 
clothing portraying a 
woman.  

And she smiles, “There’s 
never a dull moment in 
Houston.” 

For more information about 
the Monstrose Clinic, call 
713.830.3000 The Clinic 
hosts the Lesbian Health 
Fair on Saturday, June 5. 
For more information about 
PFLAG, call 713.467.3524.  
  

Robin Hoods Hair Studio

Serving the Lesbian & Gay Community 
since 1992 

Texas Triangle’s Best Salon
                

713-942-8888
By appointment only

Photo by Shaunte Angelo
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Go Straight to the Gay Market 
by Shaunte Angelo

There’s Only One…

Celebrating 13 years of 
outstanding success!

Pick up the new* 2004-05 Edition at
Empower this June!

Call 713-942-0084
* Enhanced format includes four-color printing

G LY P.com™

For the first time in 
its history, Empower 

has moved to June to be 
included in Houston’s Pride 
festivities. This year’s event 
will bring over 140 vendors 
and an expected 5000 
attendees to the George R. 
Brown Convention Center 
on June 12 and 13. 

Jai Rodriguez of Queer Eye 
for the Straight Guy will 
be performing a few songs 
from his upcoming CD 
during the “Lift-Off: Our 
Launch into Pride” party, 
produced in conjunction 
with Pride Committee of 
Houston. The party starts 
at 9 p.m. and also features 
DJ Marc Tarbox from Los 
Angeles. 

The Chamber (the Greater 
Houston Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce) 
started Empower in 
response to a need for 
gay-owned and gay-friendly 
businesses to come together 
with the community and 
build relationships. “The 
Chamber, from the begin-
ning, believed that it is 
essential that we provide 
a vehicle where all of us 
can come together for two 
days each year to focus 
and direct our support and 
dollars to organizations, 

businesses and corporations 
that support us throughout 
the year,” said Coy Tow, 
Executive Director of the 
Chamber. 

New Sponsorships and 
advertisers are making this 
year bigger and better than 
ever. Many businesses will 
offer giveaways at the event 
including fantastic prizes 
such as Continental first 
class tickets and a Cruise 
Vacation. 

$40 will get you two days 
worth of the exposition, 
as well as entrance to the 
party. Those who want a 
closer look at Jai Rodriguez 
may purchase a VIP pack-
age for $125, which will get 
you into the VIP cocktail 
party before “Lift-Off” 
and entrance to a special au-
tograph party with Jai. But 
that’s not all! A VIP ticket 
will also gain you entry to 
a private reception at the 
Holocaust Museum during 
their exhibit on homo-
sexuality in the Holocaust, 
where you can mingle with 
Mayor Bill White and 
curator of the museum, 
Christina Vasquez. 

For more details and a 
schedule of events, log on to 
www.ghglcc.org.  

Empower 2004 Expo: 
June 12, 1 p.m.-8 p.m.-June 13, 12 p.m.-5 p.m.
George R. Brown Convention Center
1001 Ave De Las Americas

Lift Off: Our Launch Into Pride: 
June 12, 9 p.m.-3 a.m.
George R. Brown

Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals 1933-1945
June 11, 2004-September 19, 2004
Holocaust Museum
5401 Caroline
713-942-8000
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Come and Join the Trail Ride
by Yvonne Feece 

The Pride Committee of 
Houston invites you to 

celebrate under the theme 
of “Pride as Big as Texas” 
in June, 2004. This year 
marks Houston’s 26th an-
nual Pride celebration. Our 
celebration, including the 
popular nighttime parade, 
has changed consider-
ably over the years, as has 
Houston’s GLBT com-
munity.  Houston is proud 
to host the largest GLBT 
Pride celebration in the 
Southwest United States. 

 As an energetic group of 
volunteers, the Pride Com-
mittee of Houston works 
year-round to produce the 
annual Pride Celebration, 
marking the anniversary of 
the famous 1969 Stonewall 
Rebellion and the begin-
ning of the modern Ameri-
can GLBT rights move-
ment. Our annual Pride 
celebration serves every 
year as a renewing of our 
commitment as a people 
who have been discrimi-
nated against.  It brings the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community 
together to celebrate indi-
vidual pride, commemorate 
our community’s history 
and educate society for the 
liberation of all people. 

The diversity of Houston’s 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community 
will be featured through a 
wide variety of events spon-
sored by both the Pride 
Committee of Houston 
and numerous local orga-
nizations and businesses 
throughout the month of 
June. The newest addition 
to the line-up of events this 
year is the Kick-Off Party 
at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center on 
Saturday, June 12.  In con-
junction with the Greater 
Houston GLBT Chamber 

of Commerce, the 
event is entitled, “Lift-
Off:  Our Launch Into 
Pride”.  Think of it 
as one giant “hoe-
down” for the space 
age, encompassing an 
out-of-this-world space 
theme.  The event will 
begin with a “Party 
with the Stars” from 
9-11 p.m.  Special guest 
emcee and performer 
for the show will be Jai 
Rodriguez, best known 
as the “Culture Guy” 
from the popular TV 
show Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy.  The Fly 
Boys of Flag Troupe 
Houston, members 
from the dance troupe 
Planet Funk and other 
popular local perform-
ers will round out 
the production.  At 
11 p.m., the nation-
ally popular DJ Mark 
Tarbox will spin until 3 
a.m., turning George R. 
Brown into the biggest 
and best Pride dance that 
Houston has ever seen.  It 
will be a great evening to 
celebrate the beginning of 
Houston’s Pride Celebra-
tion.  Tickets are on-sale 
through the Houston 
Pride website at www.
pridehouston.org. A special 
VIP ticket will ensure you 
get your photograph taken 
with and an autograph 
from Jai Rodriguez.  Other 
ticket levels are also avail-
able, with proceeds benefit-
ing the GLBT Chamber of 
Commerce and the Pride 
Committee of Houston.

In the following weeks, 
a variety of educational, 
cultural, social, political 
and artistic events will be 
hosted throughout the 
city of Houston under 
the banner of “Pride As 
Big As Texas”.  The wide 
variety of events will feature 
a 5K Fun Run, a film 

series of documentaries, a 
Pride Brunch, leadership 
roundtable discussions, art 
exhibits, midnight movie 
screenings, and educational 
seminars. 

All of the Pride events 
build up to an explo-
sive line-up for the final 
weekend of June.   Begin-
ning on Friday, June 25, 
the “Official Pre-Parade 
Party” will feature DJ Hex 
Hector at the Boaka Bar in 
downtown Houston.  Sat-
urday, June 26 begins with 
the “Official Pre-Parade 
Festival” on Yoakum Street 
(next to Cabo’s restaurant) 
and will feature a variety of 
food, clothing, jewelry and 
beverage vendors, street 
performers and a line-up of 
Texas DJ’s.

Of course, the event that 
Houston is best known for 

is the awesome spectacle of 
America’s original night-
time Pride Parade.  The 
parade rolls down lower 
Westheimer street begin-
ning at 8:45 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 26.  With over 
100,000 people attending, 
the parade has an amaz-
ing assortment of floats, 
creative walking units, and 
plenty of lights and beads 
to create a fun atmosphere 
for the entire community 
to enjoy.  Over 130 entries 
help to express who we are 
and show Houston, and 
the entire state of Texas, 
the many faces of our 
community. Our nighttime 
parade attracts from all over 
Texas and the surrounding 
region.  You can enjoy the 
parade from the special 
VIP bleachers, available 
for supporters of the Pride 
Committee of Houston 
starting at a minimum $25 

contribution.  Bleacher 
seats can be purchased 
by visiting http://www.
pridehouston.org

After the parade, you 
don’t want to stop there.  
The “Official Post-Parade 
Party” will be held at 
Rich’s, featuring popular 
DJ Warren Gluck with 
a special guest perfor-
mance from dance diva 
Pat Hodges.  An “Official 
After Hours Party” at 
club OPUS in downtown 
Houston from 3 a.m. 
– 10 a.m. will feature DJ 
Dawna Montel and per-
formance artist Shokra.  
There is truly something 
for everyone!

We’ll close the Houston 
Pride Celebration on 

(Continued on page 17)
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Sunday, June 27 with the 
Parade Awards Ceremony 
at 4:00 p.m.  The best of 
the Pride Parade will be 
honored with fantastic 
trophies at Meteor, along 
with a cocktail party and 
T-dance.  And for those 
who can’t get enough time 
on the dance floor, the “Of-
ficial Pride Closing Party” 
will take place at South 
Beach nightclub from 9 
p.m. – 3 a.m.  Featuring 
DJ Kimberly S, the closing 
party is hosted in conjunc-
tion with the Babylon Tour 
from the popular TV show 
Queer As Folk. 

We invite you, your friends 
and family to attend one, 
many or all of the events 
that make up the Houston 
Pride Celebration.  It is a 
time to celebrate all of our 
community.  It is a time 
to celebrate the work of 
everyone who volunteers in 
our community.  It is a time 
to celebrate the journey we 
all made in being who we 
are.  We see hope.  We see 
that we are not alone. We 
see that we have friends 
both within the community 
and beyond. 

For more information 
about any of these events 
call the Pride Committee 
at 713-529-6979, e-mail 
info@pridehouston.org or 
visit http://www.pridehous-
ton.org Visiting from out-
of-town?  The Pride website 
has great resources for those 
traveling to Houston for 
the 2004 Pride Celebra-
tion, including special hotel 
deals, maps, advanced ticket 
purchase options and con-
tact information.  

Lesbian and Gay Resources

Whether you want to brush up on some history, or gear up for 
a debate on gay marriage, we’ve compiled a list of books that 
are fun, informative and will look good on your bookshelf.  
-SA

Gay & Lesbian Atlas 
by Gary J. Gates, Jason Ost, Elizabeth Birch

Gay and Lesbian Rights: A Guide for GLBT Singles, 
Couples and Families 
by Brette McWhorter Sember
 
Becoming Visible: An Illustrated History of Lesbian and 
Gay Life in Twentieth-Century America
by Molly McGarry, Fred Wasserman, Mimi Bowling

Homosexuality and Civilization: 
by Louis Crompton
  
The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and 
Lesbians in the Federal Government     
by David K. Johnson

Gay Marriage: Why It Is Good for Gays, Good for 
Straights, and Good for America                               
by Jonathan Rauch

Civil Wars: Gay Marriage in America                                                                                             
by David Moats

Before Stonewall: Activists for Gay and Lesbian Rights in 
Historical Context                                          
by Vern L. Bullough

Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution                                                                                   
by David Carter 

Generation Q: Gays, Lesbians, and Bisexuals Born 
Around 1969’s Stonewall Riots Tell Their Sto-
ries of Growing Up in the Age of Information                                                                                         
by Robin Bernstein
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 How much do you know about your 

health? Take this quick quiz to test 
your knowledge about commonly asked ques-
tions: 

True/False:
1. Women who don’t have sex with men don’t 
need annual Pap Smears.
2. There has never been a case of female-to-fe-
male transmission of the human papillomavi-
rus (HPV), the virus that causes genital/cervi-
cal warts.
3. Pap smear results will not show if a woman 
has an STD. 
4. Sharing sex toys cannot transmit an STD.
5. If you have had a hysterectomy, you no 
longer need annual Pap Smears.
6. Lesbians can and do get cervical cancer.

How did you do? The answers are given at 
the end of this article; hopefully the questions 
provide a reality check about the sexual health 
of you and your partner. It is true -- there is 
an appalling lack of literature regarding this 
subject and this article does not cover all the 
questions you may have about STD’s and 
sexual health, however, this is a starting point 
for you to begin to acknowledge some of these 
mysteries and look for the answers. Beware! 
On the internet today there are many, many 
sites with bad information. Sites that are there 
only to sell products that do not cure the prob-
lem, but may mask symptoms for a week or 
two. On the other side of that coin, there are 
many reputable sites with up-to-the-minute, 
accurate health information. The objective of 
this article is to furnish you with a few of those 
web addresses, each with links to other “good” 
information sites.

Which sexually transmitted diseases should 
sexually active Lesbians be concerned with? 
The answer is: we’re not 100% sure due to an 
enormous lack of research. Based on good, but 
sparse studies, it is rather certain that women 
can transmit Human Papillomavirus (HPV), 
the virus that causes warts and may predispose 
infected women to cervical cancer. The trans-
mission of HPV requires direct contact with 
infected mucosal skin membranes, found in 
areas around the mouth, vagina, and rectum. 
The herpes simplex virus (HSV) is transmit-
ted in a similar manner. Either of these viral 
infections may be present for months or years 

before symptoms appear. Treatment is available 
for both, but there is no cure. Another viral in-
fection, Molluscum Contagiosum, is spread in 
the same manner, but may infect all parts of the 
body including the genitals. Trichomonas, chla-
mydia, and gonorrhea are bacterial infections 
spread through infected vaginal fluids from one 
partner to the next. Chlamydia and gonorrhea 
are most often spread through the use of dildos 
or toys that are shared during sex, and sometimes 
by deep insertion of fingers and/or hands that 
are contaminated with the infected vaginal fluids 
secreted from the cervix. At present, chlamydia 
is the number one bacterial STD in the US; this 
is due in part to the fact that nine out of ten 
infected people (females and males) do not know 
they are infected. This is because it can be over 
three months before symptoms appear, and, dur-
ing this period, transmission can occur. 

Effective measures of prevention include sev-
eral different methods and the use of specialty 
products. Dental dams, rectangular sheets of 
thin latex can be used during oral sex to prevent 
skin-to-skin contact and also reduce the chance 
of body fluid exchange. Dental dams, sometimes 
in different flavors, are found in specialty stores 
such as Condom Sense or other similar shops 
throughout Houston. In the event that a dental 
dam is not available, cutting an unlubricated 
flavored condom will provide the same protec-
tion. It is o.k. to move the dental dam around on 
the body, but it is important to not change sides 
of the dam – keep the same side for oral contact 
while keeping the other side against skin. Other 
prevention/risk reduction methods include:

•Clean sex toys after use with soap and hot       
 water; 

•When sharing toys, put a new condom on  
 the dildo/vibrator before insertion; 

•Latex gloves along with good hand washing  
 before touching yourself in the genital/ 
 rectal/oral area can reduce transference  
 of most bacteria;

•Limit the number of sex partners you have;

•Before you have sex take time to talk with  
 your GF about the risk of sexually  
 transmitted diseases and the method  
 of protection that you both feel com 
 fortable with.

In today’s world, it has become very important 
to be aware of all aspects of your health. The 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) conservatively estimates that there are 
5.5 million new HPV infections in the U.S. 
every year. Add into that number the American 
Cancer Society’s recent data release showing 
that 12,000 females develop invasive cancer 
annually. Of those women, an estimated 4,000 
will die as a result of the cancer. The majority of 
these women have not had regular Pap Smears, 
if any at all. The need to follow up with annual 
Pap Smears cannot be stressed enough for all 
women however, you must be aware that a Pap 
is not diagnostic of most STDs. Specific testing 
must be done to detect the presence of gonor-
rhea, chlamydia, Trichomonas, and herpes. 
It is admittedly difficult to find a dependable 
and accepting physician that you would feel 
comfortable discussing your sexual behaviors 
with. You must be your own advocate -- tell 
your physician you would like the STD testing 
performed along with the Pap Smear and find 
that doctor you can be open with about your 
sexuality. There has never beena greater need 
for you to be assertive as there is now.  Mon-
trose Clinic’s Women’s Clinic provides low-cost 
services call 713-830-3000 for more informa-
tion or visit the website at www.montroseclinic.
org 

Quiz Answers: 
1. True
2. False
3. True
4. False
5. False
6. True

Websites with relevant, basic information:
www.montroseclinic.org
www.cdc.gov
www.4woman.gov
www.depts.washington.edu/wswstd/qa_frame.
htm

“Every human being is the author of his or her 
own health or disease”.
Sivananda 

Know the Risk of STDs
By Michael Venator, RN at Montrose Clinic
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Sex
Intent to Distribute
by Shaunte Angelo

Is that an educational model in your pocket or 
are you just happy to see me? 

Listen up. ladies. According to Texas law having 
more than six dildos is intent to distribute, a class 
A misdemeanor. I would be more skeptical of 
the intended buyer of the used dildo, rather than 
the seller. Now those of you with your standard 
run-of-the-mill vibrators aren’t in the clear yet. 
TheTexas obscenity law considers anything that 
is “designed or marketed as useful primary for 
the stimulation of human genital organs” to be 
obscene. Oh my stars! I had no idea I was such a 
hard-nosed criminal.

Some stores get away with selling these toys out 
in the open by referring to them as “educational 
models,” which is about as convincing as “water 
pipes” for tobacco use. Other stores will have the 
“illegal” toys hidden for fear of getting busted. 
If you don’t look like a narc, and you ask nicely, 
they might show them to you. 

The ridiculousness of this law came to light in 
December when Joanne Webb, a Baptist, mar-
ried, mother of 3, from Burleson was arrested 
for selling a sex toy to two undercover narcotics 
officers posing as a married couple. Webb was 
a saleswoman for Passion Parties, a company 
that hires women, like Webb, to host Tupper-
ware-style parties in which sexual enhancement 
toys, lotions or creams are sold. Webb started 
her business to supplement her family’s income 
while her husband’s construction company was 
going through a rough time. As a result of this 
undercover sting, she faces a year in prison and a 
$4000 fine if convicted.

She was arrested for telling the couple how to 
use the device.  If she would have said it was an 
incense holder or a new-fangled thermometer, 
she would not be in this mess, but she decided 
to help this couple with their supposed sex prob-
lems, by giving them some tips for pleasure.   

Too
Many
Toys?

Feeling crowded at your place?
Store your boat, RV, camper, jet skis,

and other playthings with us.
We offer fully-enclosed, dry storage 

from 30’ - 42’ deep, 
starting at only $8550 per month.

Woman-owned, woman-run
Affordable Storage of Kingwood

1602 Green Pine Dr.  Kingwood, TX 
281 359-8780

What Webb didn’t bargain for was becoming a 
spokeswoman for women’s rights in Texas. After 
all, she was only trying to help women who were 
married stay married, even Bush would agree 
with that. 
 A documentary was made by RoadTrip Produc-
tions about the Texas law against sex toys en-
titled, Dildo Diaries. Guest experts appearing in 
the flick include Annie Sprinkle, Molly Ivins and 
Dr. Carol Queen. More information is available 
at www.goodvibes.com.

Joanne Webb’s case has not made it to trial just 
yet, but we can only hope that the Supreme 
Court will overturn this, as they did the sodomy 
law. In the meantime, put a lock on that toy box.  


Get Bizzy With It. 

Drop your card in h.e.r.s.

All Business Card Sized Ads 

Just $69 for July/August 

Issue

Email adsales@hershouston.
com

www.hershouston.com
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Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, August 10-15, 2004
by Michelle B. Good

You have two great reasons to get out of 
Houston this August:  (1) to escape the 

triple-digit heat, and (2) to become part of 
the joyful experience known as the Michigan 
Womyn’s Music Festival.

Every year, thousands of women come from 
around the world to create, share and revel 
in a community that is totally by and for 
women.  I’ll be there at dawn on opening 
day.  I don’t want to miss one minute of it.

Setting

The festival is held in a lush forest near the 
eastern edge of Lake Michigan. Only women 
and girls are allowed on “the land” -- and it 
is lovely land, indeed. It’s like the Garden of 
Eden with lots of Eves and no Adams.  

There are no buildings at all -- no perma-
nent structures.  Campers set up tents in the 
forest, or (like me) come in a camper or RV.  
The stages are erected in the days before the 
festival, and large tents are put up for main 
service areas such as the kitchen. All of the 
work is done by women, and the extraordi-
nary result is very empowering.  

Imagine feeding 7,000 women three meals 
a day for a week, with everything prepared 
outdoors.  It’s wondrous to see, and to 
participate in -- and you are asked to par-
ticipate.  Everyone contributes some time in 
service to the community.

Attendees &          

Atmosphere

You’ll see women of ev-
ery age, shape, size, color, 
and ethnicity -- and the 
diversity includes those 
with disabilities.  A hall-
mark of MichFest is the 
genuine welcome and 
loving accommodation 
of people with disabili-
ties.  All of the concerts 
are sign-language 
interpreted for the Deaf 
and hard of hearing, and 
those in wheelchairs and 
scooters have excellent 
accessibility. MichFest is 
a place where all women 
can feel safe, accepted, 

included, respected, and valued.

In this all-woman space, clothing is optional.  
Many women walk around topless, and some 
are completely naked (except, maybe, for 
shoes and a hat). My first year, I pulled into 
a campsite and was promptly greeted by a to-
tally naked  “full-figured” woman.  She looked 
like an ebony goddess to me -- gleaming dark 
skin, smooth and beautiful -- without a trace 
of embarrassment or self-consciousness.  

I was initially nervous about the prospect 
of seeing a bunch of naked women walking 
around, but soon I was completely at ease. 
Their comfort with their naked bodies -- often 
with bulges, bags, wrinkles and breasts missing 
-- was reassuring to me.  Their self-acceptance 
helped me accept myself. Suddenly I relaxed 
and felt at peace.

Where The Women Are

Bitch and Animal perform. Courtesy of 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival

The womyn gather at dusk to watch the performances. Courtesy of Michi-
gan Womyn’s Music Festival.

The showers are also out in the open air.  They 
are clustered in groups, so the women gather 
with their towels, soap and flip-flops, and 
shower en masse.  Once again, I was nervous 
about doing this, but in no time, I absolutely 
LOVED it.  There is nothing like the feel of 
the cool breeze on your bare wet skin.

Entertainment and Activities

Since this is the biggest women’s music 
festival in the country, you’ll find it all: music, 
dancing, singing, drumming, comedy, art, 
support groups, stilt-walking, body-painting, 
breast-casting, spirituality, sexuality, writing, 
quilting, and lots of shopping. Child care is 
excellent and there’s plenty for kids to do, too.

Getting there

You’ll probably be taking camping gear, so you 
might want to buddy-up and drive. Or you 
can take Amtrak or fly into Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The festival provides a shuttle from 
the airport to the festival.  Be sure to make 
shuttle reservations early. Get all the info you 
need at: http://www.michfest.com/home.htm

If you’re planning to go to MichFest and want to 
connect with other locals, or if you have sugges-
tions for other “Where The Women Are” articles, 
contact the writer at:  MichelleBGood@hershou
ston.com. 

 

Betty. Courtesy of Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival

http://www.michfest.com/home.htm
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Travel
The Ladies Love Olivia
by Darla K. Davis

Made you look!
Advertise with h.e.r.s. and
get your ad noticed!
www.hershouston.com
adsales@hershouston.com
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Okay ladies, if you 

are in the process of 
planning that dream vaca-
tion, don’t make any final 
arrangements until you have 
visited the Olivia Cruises 
website at www.olivia.com.  
This is a company devoted 
to providing lesbians with 
a vacation that is tailor 
made for women who love 
women.

My girlfriend and I recently 
returned from a Western 
Caribbean Cruise aboard 
Holland America’s MS Zui-
derdam, which was packed 
with 1850 lesbians.  Olivia’s 
slogan,“Feel Free” is exactly 
how you feel.  Feel free to 
hold hands, kiss and just 
be you, without trepida-
tion. For those of us at Fat 
Tuesday’s in Cozumel, feel 
free to show us your…ah 
the memories…what was 
my point?  Oh yeah, we 
spent the night in Ft. 
Lauderdale where the Olivia 
staff threw a pre-sail away 
party at the hotel.  

The next morning we woke 
and boarded the Olivia 
chartered buses amidst mass 
chaos.  I recommend taking 
a cab to the ship’s terminal.  
We were greeted by the 
onboard staff with open 

attitudes and respect.  The 
cruise director went above 
and beyond her call of duty 
to make sure that all of 
our entertainment desires 
were well taken care of.  
She was a great sport while 
entertainers and guests alike 
voraciously flirted with her.  

The entertainers, Vicki 
Shaw and Lisa Koch, on 
board this cruise were 
outstanding and made 
us laugh out loud as they 
hosted most of the on board 
events and performed their 
own comedy routines. The 
Indigo Girls joined us in 
Key West and performed a 
heartfelt set which left us 
breathless. 

The live entertainment 
wasn’t the only thing 
provided with regard to 
our tastes, the Olivia staff 
supplied the ship with 
movies and television shows 
to watch in our cabins.  We 
could catch episodes of The 
L Word or watch Angelina 
Jolie in Tomb Raider or Gia, 
if we happened to be in our 
cabins that long.  

The Ports of Call were very 
enjoyable. Our first stop 
was Key West, the southern-
most point in the U.S., and 

popular vacation destina-
tion for many gay travelers. 
Several volunteers from the 
gay and lesbian community 
were perched on the pier all 
day to welcome us to their 
tropical home.  

Next we anchored outside 
of Belize City where the 
diving was phenomenal.   
Then on to Guatemala, 
which was not the best stop 
on the tour. The city near 
the port was very impover-
ished and we chose not to 
partake in any of the Mayan 
ruin excursions, which 
might have been worth-
while. 

By far the most fun of all 
the ports and the final stop 
was Cozumel, Mexico.  We 
rented a scooter, did a little 
snorkeling, had a Mexican 
dinner and checked out 
Carlos and Charlie’s where 
shot girls accost you, force 
you to drink shots, shake 
your head, pinch your 
nipples and smack your ass.  
I am not kidding.  

Then it was back to Fat 
Tuesdays where there was 
a total display of lesbian 
debauchery if I ever saw 
one. Women were flashing 
body parts, pole dancing 

and drinking like there was 
no tomorrow.  Lesbians 
had invaded Cozumel and 
the locals were loving it!  
One of the greatest things 
about this cruise was the 
enormous array of women 
on board.  There was no 
average age, weight, color or 
size.  Just tons of differ-
ent ladies with at least one 
thing in common…we all 
love women!  I can’t say 
enough good things about 
this experience, it was an 
amazing vacation and I can’t 
imagine ever traveling any 
other way.  

“Liberty has never come from the government. 

Liberty has always come from the subjects of 

government. The history of liberty is the history 

of resistance. The history of liberty is a history 

of the limitation of governmental power, not the 

increase of it”. --Woodrow Wilson 

http://www.olivia.com
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Shutterbugs and Word Worms
Wanted

h.e.r.s. magazine wants you to show your stuff. Gain 

experience and knowledge while building that resume.

Contact hers@hershouston.com for excellent 

volunteer opportunites.

P.O. Box 10616 Houston, TX 77206 www.hershouston.com

Premium Full: Inside cover or Back cover with four 
color process (check for availability)
Inside ad: black with spot color.

All ads placed in the publication will also be in-
cluded on our website at www.hershouston.com

Ads should be paid for prior to 
publication. Payment may be made at 
hershouston.com via paypal, or by 
sending check or money order to: 
h.e.r.s. magazine
P.O. Box 10616
Houston,TX 77206

Graphic Standards

The prefered method for submitting graphics is 
EPS. PSD and tiffs will also be accepted and 
need to be at least 300 dpi. 

Full Page*            3/4 Page

1/2 Page**              3/8 Page

1/4 Page**             1/8 Page**

1/16 Page**

* Premium full page 
ad size is 8.5x11, 
inside full page ad 
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**ads can be vertical 
or horizontal
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Premium:
Full Page $721  $623 $621 $604
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Get in on the ground floor.
Place your ad with h.e.r.s.!

Free listings for musicians. Looking for 
a band? Have a band and looking for 
a new member? Place your ads in the 
h.e.r.s. classifieds for free! email your 
listings to hers@hershouston.com

www.centralcityco-op.com

www.houstonfarmersmar-
ket.com

www.womenvote.org

www.fairvillaonline.com

www.drugpolicy.org

www.heyjuli.com

www.therandirhodesshow.
com

www.naral.org

www.verifiedvoting.com

Lola is here to help! Send your sex, relationship or 
advice questions to her at asklola@hershouston.com. 
All questions will be answered and may be published in 
the next issue. Confidentiality guaranteed.

Support Pflag! www.pflag.org

 Have a story to tell?     
Know of a local woman 
or group of  women 
who should be fea-
tured? Drop us a line 
and let us know: email 
hers@hershouston.com

“Cautious, careful people always 
casting about to preserve their 
reputation or social standards never 
can bring about reform. Those 
who are really in earnest are willing 
to be anything or nothing in the 
world’s estimation, and pub-
licly and privately, in season and 
out, avow their sympathies with 
despised ideas and their advocates, 
and bear the consequences.” 

—Susan B. Anthony

www.feminist.org

vote
  www.moveon.org



Healthy Living
For those of you who love to pamper 

yourself, a massage is a great way 
to indulge. Take turns massaging your 
lover (or friend) and you’ll soon realize 
the many benefits of touch such as 
relieving stress, tension, and muscle 
aches.  Not to mention reconnect-
ing with yourself or loved one at the 
end of the day.  A good massage oil 
or lotion is key and there is a way to 
pamper yourself at home that is simple 
and cost effective when a professional 
massage is just out of your budget’s 
reach.  Food markets, such as Whole 
Foods, sell a variety of oils, in bulk, for 
such purposes.  There is a wide range 
of essential and carrier oils that can 
be tailored to your needs and desires.   
Pregnant or nursing women should 
not use certain essential oils and 
should be advised to read all caution-
ary labels.  Use this simple guideline:  
1 teaspoon essential oil to 8 ounces 
carrier oil.  More essential oil may be 
added when using solution as an ad-
dition to bath water.  Adding essential 
oils to your favorite unscented lotion is 
a great way to personalize your scent.     

The most commonly used carrier oil 
is sweet almond oil.  This oil is widely 
available and is best suited for heavy 
massage.  Rich in protein and emol-
lients, it protects and nourishes the 
skin.  It has a slight scent that is easily 
disguised when adding essential oils.  
Grape seed oil is a lightweight odorless 
oil that is best suited for light mas-
sage, but NOT for creams or lotions.  
This all around oil contains vitamins, 
minerals, and proteins and has a satiny 
finish without the greasy feel.  This oil 
is also water-dispersible so it makes a 
great addition to the bath.

Try adding eucalyptus and peppermint 
essential oil and grape seed oil to your 
bath water, inhale deeply and drift 
away to your own version of a Greek 
bathhouse that includes sponge-wield-
ing bathing beauties.  This combina-
tion of essential oils clears sinuses, 
helps fights viral infections, boosts 
immune systems and induces blood 
flow.  The aroma of Lavender is a natu-

ral sedative and antidepressant and by 
using this essential oil in a massage oil 
or lotion prior to bedtime will help you 
to achieve a good nights rest.  

Essential oils are considered the “soul 
of the plant” and vary in intensity and 
volume.  Use these simple tips to open 
your world and discover a natural and 
wallet safe way to relax at home.

*more information on carrier and es-
sential oils can be found at http://www.
frontiercoop.com/

An increased awareness to the ben-
efits of hemp could prove beneficial 

to your diet.  Hemp Hearts. Surely, 
you are thinking, “Hemp Hearts? 
Never heard of it.”  Hemp Hearts, a 
whole food product, are more precisely 
shelled hemp seeds that contain 0.00% 
THC (tetrahydrocannabinol).  These 
seeds are approximately 1/3 protein.  
Just four tablespoons of hemp hearts 
contains 42 grams of protein and this 
protein is more digestible than the 
protein in meat, whole eggs, soybeans, 
cheese, human milk and cows milk.  
Hemp Hearts are also 1/2 oil.  This 
oil contain Omega 3 and Omega 6 
fatty acids and exceeds all other oils 
with 78% polyunsaturated fats. The 
essential fatty acids found here may 
be helpful for those with arthritis, and 
skin problems such as eczema. 

To use Hemp Hearts shake 1 – 4 
tablespoons per day in a shake, or on 
food.  They have a light nutty taste 
and can be used in shakes, salads, 
soups, sandwiches, or as a snack.  By 
adding Hemp Hearts to your diet, 
you may notice increases in energy 
levels and decreases hunger.  Hemp 
Hearts are also full of fiber and can be 
eaten by those with allergies to nuts, 
gluten, lactose or sugar intolerances. 
This easily digested protein is great 
for anyone from body builders to the 
elderly to young children.  To learn 
more about Hemp Hearts visit http://
www.greathealth.org/hemphearts.pdf.  
Hemp Hearts can be purchased from 
http://www.hempandcompany.com or 
request it at your favorite local market. 



Ziti with Sun-Dried 
Tomato Cream

1 lb. Ziti
1 cup oil-marinated sun dried tomatoes, 
chopped
1 cup silken tofu, drained and crumbled
3 cloves garlic
4 Tbsp. Fresh basil, chopped
1 Tbsp. Basil, dried
2 Tbsp. Balsamic vinegar
2 Tbsp. Olive oil
1 small can marinated artichokes, 
drained and chopped
2 Tbsp. Minced fresh parsley
Soy parmesan
Salt and pepper to taste

Boil the ziti until al dente.  In a blender 
or food processor, combine tomatoes, 
tofu, garlic, basil, vinegar, salt, pep-
per, and olive oil. Blend until smooth.  
Drain pasta and toss with the sauce and 
artichokes.  Garnish with the parsley 
and soy parmesan.

*adapted from PETA’s Vegetarian Starter 
Kit

Essential Oils Hemp Hearts

http://www.greathealth.org/hemphearts.pdf
http://www.greathealth.org/hemphearts.pdf
http://www.hempandcompany.com



