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New Jersey becomes fifth
state to recognize same-sex

partnerships

By JOHN P. McALPIN
Associated Press Writer
TRENTON, N.J.
ew Jersey became the fifth state to
recognize same-sex partnerships
Monday, but activists said they
will not stop the fight until openly gay cou-
ples can legally marry.

Under the new law, domestic partners
will gain access to medical benefits, insur-
ance and other legal rights. New Jersey
also will recognize such partnerships grant-
ed in other states.

The bill does not authorize gay mar-
riage, which is against the law in New
Jersey and Gov. James E. McGre€vey said
he would not support legislation that would
amend the state's marriage laws to include
same-sex partners.

The law will not force businesses to
offer health coverage to same-sex partners
of employees but does require insurance
companies to make it available. It also
allows a surviving partner to gain property
rights and other survivor's benefits.

“This legislation is a matter of fundamental
More on NEW JERSEY on Page 5
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Comparisons between the
st century battle for gay rights
d the civil rights movement of
1e 1960s, which have echoed
wough Massachusetts' gay
1{age campaign from its out-
e to vivid life in the past
‘ gislative phase of
began and the courts

Gov. James E. McGreevey, seated center; reacts after
ﬁal benefits g
4. New Jersey is the the [{iﬁh state to recognize same-sex
lent Richard J. Codey, Assem

are from left; Sen. presi
Plainfield, and Bonnie Watson Coleman, D-Trenton. (AP Photo/Brian Branch-Price)

week,

e taking on form, rhetoric of civil

paraphrasing King's
famous speech. He spoke at a
rally celebrating the state
Supreme Judicial Court's gay
marriage decision.

In the November ruling, a
split court decreed it unconstitu-
tional to bar same-sex couples

from the rights and responsibili-
. ties of marriage.

~In a fortuitous twist for gay
rights advocates, the timeline

et established by the court could

gd to the nation's first state-
ictioned gay weddings on
fay 17, the 50th anniversary of

; : igning bill allowing same-sex
uring a news conference at the Statehouse in Trenton, N.J.,

f/;zrmers
londay,
artnerships. Background
lymen Jerry Green, D-

the U.S. Supreme Court's deci-
sion striking down school segre-
gation.

“God has a very good sense
of humor,” said Gary Daffin, co-
leader of the Massachusetts Gay
and Lesbian Political Caucus,
referring to the apparent coinci-
dence. “For those of us who are
both black and gay, the parallel
between the civil rights move-
ment of 40 years ago and the
gay rights movement of today is
very apparent.”

Other black Americans, how-
ever, More on DEBATE on Page 6
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Editorial
O'Neill Speaks O

Former Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill has
recently spoken out against President Bush and
his administration. (AP Photo/Kenneth
Lambert)

By JAMES MARCHBANKS

an you imagine what would happen
‘ if a small progressive organization

publicly questioned President
Bush's leadership qualities, accused the
administration of ignoring enormous budg-
et deficits, and said the path to war with
Iraq was in the works long before 9/11?

White House officials would practically
trip over themselves to criticize these nutty
left-wing charges as "unpatriotic." But what
happens when they come from former
Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill?

O'Neill, who served as Bush's first treas-
ury secretary for nearly two years, recently
told "60 Minutes" that Bush's presence at
his own cabinet meetings was like "a blind
man in a room full of deaf people." He
recounts being shocked at his first meeting
with the president because "it turned out me
talking, and the president just listening. As
I recall...it was mostly just a monologue."

Of course, this tale reinforces the image
of the president as a not-so-bright figure, an
impression driven by his mediocre colle-
giate record, list of failed business dealings,
and pretty much his entire professional
career leading up to his governorship.

O'Neill's memories also soil the White
House's repeated attempts to paint Bush as
a strong leader - an image they will
undoubtedly continue to portray over the
next year.

In fact, not only do O'Neill's comments
undercut the president's leadership quali-
ties, they also taint the White House's
record on the economy and the war in Iraq
as well. The former Cabinet member says

ut

he tried to warn others in the administration
of the dangers of such astronomical deficit
figures - only to be rebuffed at every turn.

"You know, Paul, Reagan proved
deficits don't matter. We won the midterms.
This is our due," Vice President Cheney
told him.

But the vice president's oh-so-scientific
analysis of the budget figures flies directly
in the face of a report issued last week by
the International Monetary Fund, which
states that such enormous deficit figures
represent "significant risks" for the US and
the rest of the world.

The White House quickly tried to down-
play the findings, but these numbers aren't
lying: With such a huge debt burden, the
US is forced to borrow heavily for repay-
ment, a maneuver that jacks up interest
rates for the rest of the world.

"Higher borrowing costs abroad would
mean that the adverse effects of US fiscal
deficits would spill over into global invest-
ment and output," the report said.

Other economists were quick to laud the
IMF for taking the Bush administration to
task for their wayward stewardship of the
economy. C. Fred Bergsten, director of the
Institute for International Economics, said,
"The IMF is right. If those twin deficits --of
the federal budget and the trade deficit -
continue to grow, you are increasing the
risk of a day of reckoning when things can
get pretty nasty."

For millions of middle and low-income
Americans, things have already gotten pret-
ty nasty under the Bush administration, and
all the spin in the world isn't creating jobs
for the people that need them the most.

Officials have touted the fact that the
nation's unemployment rate dropped by 0.2
points last month, even though this appears
to be a result of misleading statistics, as
only 1,000 new jobs were added. This fig-
ure falls woefully short of Treasury
Secretary John Snow's prediction in the fall
that the economy would add roughly
200,000 jobs a month.

While middle and low-income citizens.

and families continue to fall behind under
the Bush tax plan, wealthy individuals and
large businesses are thriving. The
Government Accounting Office estimates
that tax cheats are bilking the government
out of almost $15 billion a year. And in the
permissive Bush economy that figure is on
the rise.

"Tax evasion is a growing problem.
When this happens, those who do pay their
fair share - the real victims of tax evasion -
are made to feel like suckers," said Robert
Morganthau, the Manhattan district attor-

ney.

Former Treasury Secretary O'Neill sug-
gests that the American public should feel
like suckers about the Iraq war as well. He
recently told "60 Minutes" that ousting
Saddam Hussein was a top priority at
Bush's first ever National Security Council
meeting, held just days after his inaugura-
tion.

For the record, that's eight long months
before the 9/11 tragedy. O'Neill has also
revealed that various internal memos were
passed around on the subject including one
entitled "Plan for post-Saddam Iraq."

Apparently all the extra time planning
didn't help them enact what should have
been rule number one: "Don't let the region
descend into chaos." (Incidentally, it can
not be confirmed that the memo consisted
of one simple line: "Let Halliburton figure
it out.")

Even more damning for the administra-
tion is O'Neill's assertion that he never saw
any evidence of Iraq's WMDs at any NSC
meetings. "In the 23 months I was there, I
never saw anything that I would character-
ize as evidence of weapons of mass
destruction. There were allegations and
assertions by people...To me there is a dif-
ference between real evidence and every-
thing else."

Which, of course, puts him at odds with
the rest of the administration.

To make matters worse for the Bush
administration - not to mention our domes-
tic security - a new report has been released
by the Army War College condemning their

-tactics in the war on terrorism.

The White House has already issued
clear signals that the war on terror will be a
cornerstone in their re-election efforts,
despite the fact that this new report is the
latest in a line of negative reviews.

"The global war on terrorism as current-
ly defined and waged is dangerously indis-
criminate and ambitious, and according-
ly...its parameters should be readjusted,"
wrote Jeffrey Record, a visiting professor.
The report also deemed the Iraq invasion as
"unnecessary."

Already, the Pentagon has indicated that
it will adopt the time-honored Bush admin-
istration strategy of dealing with construc-
tive criticism by ignoring it, even though in
this case the source is the Army's top aca-
demic institution.

Pentagon spokesman Larry DiRita
scoffed, "If the conclusion is that we need
to be scaling back in the global war on ter-
rorism, it's not likely to be on my reading
list anytime soon." W
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Llocal News

Texans are mixed on redistricting

ruling

By LISA FALKENBERG

hile some Texans aren't happy
s’s/ about Tuesday's federal ruling
that supports a new Republican-

friendly congressional map for the state,
others hope it signals the end to a political
battle that's dragged on for months.

Ealy Boyd, a 69-year-old black veteran
from East Texas, said for the first time in his
life, he may not vote in a presidential elec-
tion, his way of protesting the decision.

Three federal judges wupheld as
Constitutional a redistricting plan Boyd
believes violates the Voting Rights Act.

“Now I don't have a voice,” Boyd said.
“Can anyone imagine all the pain and suf-
fering we went through to get the right to
vote, and now it's being marginalized. They
did it without any regards for the concerns
of the minorities in North Texas.”

“I can better serve myself by not even
voting.”

The redistricting map passed by the
Texas Legislature was drawn to increase the
number of Texas Republicans in Congress.
Republicans say it reflects a growing trend
of Republican voters. Democrats and
minority groups challenged the plan in fed-
eral court, saying it diluted minority voting
strength in some districts.

Boyd said his Fort Worth district, repre-
sented by Democratic congressman Martin
Frost, will now stretch all the way up to the
Oklahoma border to include white, wealth-
ier voters he doesn't believe think like or
vote like him.

Unlike Boyd, Fred “Mickey” Jones, leg-
islative affairs chair of the Odessa Chamber
of Commerce, said he was pleased with the
ruling. He hopes it will increase representa-
tion from his West Texas city and produce a
member of Congress who will focus pre-
dominantly on oil and gas interests rather
than farming.

“It's a relief to us,” Jones said. “I'm hop-
ing this means it's all over, because I think
it's time that we go forward and know who
our candidates for Congress are going to
be.”

Others said they didn't think the ruling

*

would have much impact on voters.

Bill Summers, president of the Rio
Grande Partnership, said the new map won't
keep Valley voters from electing effective
representative.

“No matter who is the congressman,
they'll work for the Valley,” Summers said.
“The people of the Valley will not be left
out, because we're so strong an influence on
the economy of the whole state.”

Summers said he supports equal repre-
sentation, but he doesn't believe districts
have to be divided by race or ethnicity to
achieve that.

“It breaks my heart to see them talk
about racism and Hispanics and Anglos,”
Summers said. “You can still have a person
who's Anglo and still be favorable to
Hispanics.”

But Steve Ahlenius, who lives in District
15 represented by Democratic U.S. Rep.
Ruben Hinojosa of Mercedes, said the new
map splits his community and stretches the
district from South Texas all the way to
Bastrop in Central Texas.

Ahlenius fears voters farther north won't
understand issues important to those along
the South Texas border, such as water
rights, trade issues with Mexico and unem-
ployment.

“I wish the elected officials would just
be more aware of what the impacts are,”
said Ahlenius, president of the McAllen
Chamber of Commerce. “It takes time to
build consensus and to get everyone pulling
the same direction. When you have some-
thing like this, you basically start from
scratch. There's a lot of educating, getting
people up to speed on things. It's a chal-
lenge.”

Plaintiffs in the redistricting lawsuit,
Democrats and minority groups, said they
intend to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court,
but Ahlenius said he's not waiting around
for that ruling. '

“We'll just keep working and just hoping
the people up north of us come to under-
stand what's important to us and we come to
understand what's important to them,” he
said. ¥

NEW JERSEY

Continued from Page 1
decency,” McGreevey said before signing
the law.

At least one conservative group plans a
court challenge to the law, while gay rights
activists said they would push for more.

“We are pursuing all roads to justice,”

said Laura Popel, president New Jersey
Lesbian and Gay Coalition.

Domestic partnerships are recognized in
California, Massachusetts and Hawaii, and
civil unions between same-sex couples are
legal in Vermont. W
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Gay-rights groups hope to exploit conservative split
over amendment to ban gay marriage

By DAVID CRARY
NEW YORK

ntrigued by divisions within conserva-
Itive ranks, gay-rights strategists are try-

ing to portray a proposed constitutional
ban on same-sex marriage as a radical step
that true conservatives should oppose.

The Human Rights Campaign, a nation-
al gay rights group, is targeting conserva-
tives with a radio and print ad campaign
starting Monday in 10 areas, including
Omaha, Nebraska; Indianapolis; Tampa,
Florida; Milwaukee; Las Vegas; and
Philadelphia.

“Be conservative with the Constitution,”
the ads say. “Don't amend it.”

Disagreements among conservatives
have emerged in recent months over the
proposed Federal Marriage Amendment,
which would stipulate that marriage is only
between a man and woman.

Some want the measure toughened so it
would bar same-sex civil unions and
domestic partnerships as well as gay mar-
riages. Other conservatives, including sev-
eral prominent columnists and politicians,
say the Constitution is the wrong place to
address contentious social problems and

contend the measure would infringe on
states' rights.

The critics include former U.S. Rep. Bob
Barr, a Republican who called the amend-
ment "‘needlessly intrusive," and columnist
George Will, who said it would unwisely
override state responsibility for marriage
law.

Tony Perkins, president of the pro-
amendment Family Research Council, said
he respected some of the criticism.
However, he said the amendment was the
only effective option now that the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court has
ruled the state cannot deny marriage rights
to same-sex couples.

“It's no longer a theoretical discussion
about ‘“What ifs?”” Perkins said in a tele-
phone interview. “It's a public policy cri-
sis.”

President George W. Bush addressed the
issue during an interview with ABC News
last month, but his comments confused and
dismayed many conservative activists.

On the one hand, Bush said, “If neces-
sary, I will support a constitutional amend-
ment which would honor marriage between
a man and a woman, codify that.”

However, in what some conservatives
perceived as an endorsement of civil
unions, Bush added, “The position of this
administration is that whatever legal
arrangements people want to make, they're
allowed to make, so long as it's embraced
by the state or at the state level.”

Among the conservative leaders disap-
pointed by that remark was Gary Bauer,
president of American Values. “His unfortu-
nate statement undermines pro-family con-
servatives around the country who are
working in state legislatures to prevent such
'fake marriages' from being forced on the
American people,” Bauer said in a state-
ment.

As introduced in Congress, the Federal
Marriage Amendment was designed to ban
gay marriage but leave open the possibility
that state lawmakers approve civil unions or
domestic partnerships extending some mar-
riage-like rights to same-sex couples.

New Jersey's legislature has just
approved a domestic partnership law, join-
ing California and Hawaii. Vermont has
marriage-like civil unions. W

DEBATE

Continued from Page 1
have taken umbrage at comparisons to the
fight for racial equality.  ~

“As an African-American, I find it high-
ly offensive to associate homosexuality with
civil rights,” said Rev. Steven Craft, 60, a
retired pastor living in New Brunswick, N.J.
“People have been trying to run on that civil
rights banner and to use this whole idea of
homosexual marriage to say it's the next
wave of the movement. But race and sexual-
ity have nothing to do with each other.”

In recent weeks, the focus of the
Massachusetts debate has turned to the
Legislature, which is contemplating a con-
stitutional amendment that would define
marriage as a union between one man and

“one woman. It is also considering a civil

unions bill that would give gay couples the
benefits, but not the title, of marriage.

The state Senate has asked the high court
whether the civil unions bill would meet
constitutional muster. Senate President
Robert Travaglini, D-Boston, has said he
will postpone a scheduled Feb. 11 vote on
the constitutional amendment if the court
has not given an answer by then. If approved
by the Legislature, the amendment could
appear on a ballot for voter consideration no
sooner than November 2006.

References to the civil rights fight

against the ban on interracial marriages
were numerous in both the plaintiffs argu-
ments to the Supreme Judicial Court and,
subsequently, in the majority opinion issued
Nov. 18.

The decision said that the past rulings on
interracial marriage made clear that “the
right to marry means little if it does not
include the right to marry the person of one's
choice.”

As in those rulings, the court said, the
gay marriage case revolves around a statute
that “deprives individuals of access to an
institution of fundamental, legal, personal
and social significance.”

The references became much more
explicit as the debate heated up on Beacon
Hill, with gay rights advocates using them to
bolster their argument that marriage is a fun-
damental right. Opponents have tried to dis-
pel any comparisons to racial bigotry.

At a recent rally organized by conserva-
tive groups from across the state and coun-
try, speakers said there was no basis for
comparing a ban on gay marriage to many
states' former ban on interracial marriage.

“Race has nothing to do with marriage,
while gender is at its very core,” said Bishop
Gilbert Thompson, a black minister who
leads the New Covenant Christian Church in

the Mattapan section of Boston.

In briefs filed in the case Monday, sever-
al interested parties referred to the U.S.
Supreme Court's 1954 desegregation ruling,
saying that idea of “separate but equal” civil
unions was discriminatory.

“Creating a separate status for a group of
people when there is no legitimate reason
for doing so is inherently unequal and there-
fore unconstitutional” reads the brief sub-
mitted by Lewis and many civil liberties
organizations. “The starkest example of this
betrayal and of the profound effects of a
government stamp of inequality is this coun-
try's history of racial segregation.”

Even among many gay rights leaders,
however, there is an acknowledgment that
gays have not had to endure the level of bru-
tality that blacks encountered in America.

“While I would never assert that the dis-
crimination faced by gays is comparable to
some of the horrible discrimination and vio-
lence suffered by African-Americans, it is
nonetheless a severe form of discrimina-
tion,” said Arline Isaacson, co-leader of the
Massachusetts Gay and Lesbian Political
Caucus. “Discrimination against different
groups need not be exactly the same in
either form or intensity to make both dis-
crimination.” W
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erhaps one idea the queer communi-
Pty might agree upon in its entirety

(gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgen-
dered, and undecided) is that gender is
ultimately a mystery. Enigmatic and elu-
sive. Fluid but not necessarily shapeless.
Detectable but impossible to pin. However
we express it we have found the limita-
tions a dominant culture places on gender
to be unacceptable, or at any rate, without
merit. The irony of culture, gender and
politics is that it’s our oppressors who
interpret our actions as anarchy. We simply

recognize the nature of our sexual attrac-
tion without shame, and those who find
this behavior inappropriate call us rebels
because we are unwilling to hide, apolo-
gize or plead not guilty by reason of insan-
ity. Our mere existence has been politi-
cized by our opponents (as if you could
oppose a class of people). Because we
want the “privileges” of respect, housing,
and the right to earn our daily bread, we
have a special “agenda.”

It may not be a coincidence that the
Gay Rights Movement was precipitated by
the Drag Queens that hung out at the now
legendary Stonewall Inn in New York City,
back in 1969. If announcing we’re queer
makes us de facto anarchists then I’'m
guessing our cross-dressing sisters and
brothers may deserve the title in earnest.

The original gender warriors, who under-
stood that what passes for “male” and
“female” in American (and human) culture
is nothing more that a collection of ges-
tures, actions, inflections and comportment
that comprise an illusion that anyone can
cultivate. And if anyone can cultivate
them, then, to quote Diane Torr, “mas-
culinity is no longer sacred.” When Drag
Queens and Kings adopt a persona in the
other gender, they challenge the status quo.
The popular notions that genitals are des-

_ tiny, gender is a script, a map, a codified

manifesto of values and desires.

Venus Boyz, Gabriel Baur’s documen-
tary celebration of Drag Kings, explores
women who have endeavored to summon
their “female masculinity”. Some are per-
formance artists, some entertainers, some
identify as men or choose to live in the
context of a masculine identity. Some are
combinations. Some call themselves inter-
sexed (what was once referred to as “her-
maphroditic”) or “other-sex.“ Some are
androgynous in the truest sense. They do
not wear makeup or other trappings. They
are fetching and wise and charismatic and
you can’t tell by looking what gender they
were born with. And you start to grasp that
maybe it doesn’t matter. Venus Boyz makes
us startlingly aware of how gender percep-
tion affects our attitudes towards one
another.

Baur touches on many different aspects
of transgenderism for women. They speak
candidly about anguish, cruelty, violence,
the sense of elation, emancipation, and
empowerment. Some women strap on dil-
dos as part of their transformation; male-
transgender workshop participants pass
around a “faux penis” more supple than
customary sex toys. Some of the ladies act
out male identities as a way of channeling
their male spirit, or creating a third, or
gender other than “male” or “female”.
They don’t necessarily identify with, or
need to make themselves into men. It is

never suggested there is one simple
answer. Though the women seem to share
some traits, we learn what makes each one
unique.

In Venus Boyz, Gabriel Baur captures all
the grace, eeriness and loopy humor of
Drag King performance and the women
who feel they must live as male or “other-
gender” identified. Bridge Markland is sar-
donic and withering when she creates her
men. In one number, she comes out in
“female drag” looking like a man dressed
as a woman. All voluptuousness and sexu-
al allure, she vamps and camps like a force
of nature. Then she pulls off the wig, tears
off her blouse to expose taped nipples and
now, suddenly her gender becomes even
more obtuse. You can’t tell what the hell
she is! She’s next to naked and yet wicked-
ly, grotesquely, confounds our need for
gender assignation.

What’s so engaging about Venus Boyz,
so mesmerizing and enchanting, is how it
spins the mystery of gender. It doesn’t just
deconstruct it. It mocks it, worships it,
shatters it, and somehow it all works.
Somehow the net result is subtle and jar-
ring and reverent and provocative.
Watching the performances at Club

. Casanova and the Slipper Room we cannot

tell if it’s Queer Vaudeville or the liturgy
of Dionysiac priestesses. They could be
wielding seltzer bottles or suckling fawns.
The players are engulfed in butchy incan-
tation and the audience is spellbound.
Markland, Dred, Torr and the others take
this sorcery to transcendent realms. They
reveal gender as simultaneously sacred and
profane.

Venus Boyz a documentary by Gabriel
Baur features Dred Gerstand, Diane Torr,
Del LaGrace Volcano, Bridge Markland,
Mo Fischer, Storme Webber, Queen Bee
Luscious, Mistress Formika, Judith
Halberstam

Venus Boyz opened Friday, January 9th,
at The Angelika in Dallas, Texas. ¥

WANT A DOCTOR WHO
CARES ABOUT OUR FAMILY

* Specializing in HIV disease
* Phones answered 24 hours a day
* House Calls
* BCBS, United Health Care, Cigna, call for others

Dr. Susan Diamond, M.D.
214-378-5515
8210 Walnut Hill Lane, Ste. 911
Dallas, TX

{{p} TRINITY MCC

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCHES

At TRINITY MCC, Arlington

“Our Shoes Match Our Bzbles.”

Not a fashion statement, but practi-
cality. We read the Bible to be a book of
love for all people. So put on the shoes
of love in action. The bible encourages
social justice.

We pull on our boots to stand for jus-
tice. We proudly slip on our party shoes
and celebrate our diversity for over 20
years.

TRINITY METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
ARLINGTON, TEXAS

1846 W. Division St. Suite #305
817-265-5454
www.trinitymcc.net
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Entertainment

CONFUSED?
JUST ASK

MARY EVELYNN

Dear Mary Evelynn:
You made a statement in your
January 9th column, "In my book, your
either gay or your straight." I don't
think so.

Here's why: I'm a man who loves
women, but I also like anal stimulation
(because nine out of ten orgasms agree,
anal stimulation while coming is better).

What does it matter where I stick my
thing? Anal sex with a woman is
straight, but with a man it's gay -- does
that make sense? Hardly.

Let's say that my butt gets screwed
with a dildo by my girl friend. That's
just sexual fun. If a man uses that same
dildo on me, is that fun too? What
would I be if he uses his thing in me
instead of a dildo? Uhm, that's confus-
ing -- now it's gay...

Advice hy the

never had
maryevelynn@shcglohal.net

Okay, if I'm male and I only like
male, that's gay. But if I'm male and I
enjoy having sex with men AND women
-- mix and match -- that's bisexual. Of
course, female plus female is lesbian, but
aren't females who like men AND
women bisexual?

Finally, if I'm screwing a woman or
her butt while I'm being screwed by a
man, what's that? I say bisexual.

Bottom line (sorry for the pun) is that
I disagree with your restrictive labels of
gay and straight. To try and pigeonhole
people by sexual practices is as stereo-
typing as it gets. You've got to add bisex-
ual as an option because it's ALL sexual.
Signed, Joe Bisexual

Dear Joe Bisexual
Perhaps there are bisexual people out

there after all. In last weeks column [ was
writing to a young (gay) man who was in a
relationship with a young (bisexual) man
who was seeking advice because he was in
love with this guy who didn t return the
same feelings. I appreciate your letter, and
1 will keep an open mind about bisexuality.
1'd like more of my readers to email me
about this subject and let me know what
you think. Thanks!

Dear Mary Evelynn,

I think my co-worker is flirting with
me. He’s a hottie but supposedly
straight. Everyone at work knows that
I’m gay. When this guy comes around
me he’s always rubbing on my shoulder,
or smiling at me. How do I let him
know I’m interested in him to?

Signed, Interested.

Dear Interested,

If everyone knows that you are gay then
there is a good chance that he is flirting
with you. It could also be that he is just
being friendly and not flirting. Maybe you
should just ask him if he is interested in
you. If he is then go from there, if he isn't
then tell him to quit rubbing your shoulder:

Dear Mary Evelynn,

I read your column last week about
how you thought that people were either
straight or gay. I think that you could-
n’t have been more right. I dated this
guy who was married for about two
years. He said he loved me but would-
n’t ever leave his wife. Yet he didn’t
have sex with his wife only me. I finally
had enough and got away from him.

Signed I agree.

Dear I agree,

Seems like my column last week really
ruffled some feathers. Thanks for agreeing
with me but I promised Joe-Bi that I'd
keep an open mind to this. Maybe straight
people should stick with straight people,
gay people with gay s and bisexual people
with bisexual people. It's when you mix
the three sexually that someone's feelings
get hurt.

If you need advice or have a
question for me email y me at
maryevelynn@sbcglobal.net.

Pride Scopes

ARIES March 21 - April 20

You are in a very practical frame of
mind and unusually sharp in all your
money matters. In your can-do-any-
thing mood, no matter how busy, you
will be more than able to take care of
everything. Speak softly and avoid dis-
agreements with a loved one.

TAURUS April 21 - May 21

Family is highlighted for now. Heart-
to-heart talks with children will prove
advantageous. The financial goals
you've had in mind are going to be real-
ized in the very near future. Strive for
fairness in all your decision-making.

GEMINI May 22 - June 21

Any problems in family or home life
will finally be resolved. Keep your cool
in the workplace; co-workers may be
overly sensitive. There are changes,
from a distance, which will stir things
up at work for the next few weeks.
Unreasonable demands may be made.

“Listen to a friend, Leol”

CANCER June 22 - July 23

You'll start the week in a dream world
of your own. It may be best to take time
alone and treat yourself better. A short
trip may be the ticket to fun and adven-
ture. Work runs smoothly for a change,
but there are tensions in the home.
Remember your mate.

LEO July 24- August 23

Listen to a friend's advice regarding
financial planning. Once you have your
plan in order, take time to discuss it
with your beneficiary. Others may
accuse you of living with unrealistic
expectations - don't let it bother you,
your best ideas come to you this way.

VIRGO August 24 - September 23
This week will bring passion and inti-
macy with your love. Business and
household projects are favored, and
you'll be surprised at how much you get
done. There may be a bonus for your
recent efforts. Take time for laughter,
and make plans to further your educa-
tion.

LIBRA September 24 - October 23

The more you depend on your inner
reserves, the stronger you are. Your
actions inspire family members to
strive for their best. There are some
self doubts you have been wrestling
with which only you can work
through. Self-improvement efforts will
succeed.

SCORPIO October 24 - November 22
Spend time with close friends and
have some fun. Both your friendships
and love relationships are very fulfill-
ing. Keep your cool; someone is trying
to undermine your position with flat-
tery or outright bribery. There is a
lucrative job possibility in the future.

SAGITTARIUS November 23 -
December 21

It's a pretty effortless and pleasurable
week. You have the power to make
changes for the better. Personal
achievements and romance will be
highlighted for the next few months.
You need to resolve an old misunder-
standing with an estranged friend.

CAPRICORN December 22 - January
20

This week will start on a very upbeat
note. Wherever you are, you are sur-
rounded by luck and friendship.
Unexpected money is most likely to
come your way. Your work and family
responsibilities are heavy; you have
people relying on you from all sides,
take things one at a time.

AQUARIUS January 21 - February 19
There are many things that need your
attention right now. Try to prioritize,
and do the most important things first.
Verbal clashes are unavoidable - both
your kids and co-workers will chal-
lenge your authority. Check out any
opportunities to increase your income.

PISCES February 19 to March 20
Spend some time with your mate and
family. You are both assertive and
charming. It feels good to succeed at
work and know your family's happy
too. The week will be full of heavy
mental stimulation and many chal-
lenges. Innovative and unconventional
approaches may work well.
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*AIDS Outreach Center (Ft Worth)

801 W. Cannon, Ft. Worth, TX 76104
817-335-1994

*AIDS Outreach Center (Arlington)

401 W. Sanford, Arlington, TX 76011
817-275-3311

*AIDS Resources of Rural Texas

1105 Santa Fe #109, Weatherford, TX 76086
817-596-3022

*Health Education Learning Project

909 W. Magnolia Ste. 2, Ft. Worth, TX
817-332-7722

RedLine Project

817-460-9920 www.redlineproject.org
*Tarrant County AIDS Interfaith Network
200 W Magnolia Ste 201,Ft. Worth TX76104
817-870-4800

Tarrant County HIV Testing &Counseling
817-871-7346

TX AIDS Health Fraud Information Network
800-758-5152

TX Human Rights Foundation AIDS Legal
Resource

800-828-6417

*Samaritan House

929 Hemphill, Fort Worth, TX 76104
817-332-6410

Tarrant County Lesbian and Gay Alliance
1219 6th Avenue, Ft. Worth, TX
817-877-5544

Texas Human Rights Foundation
512-479-8473

*Agape MCC Church

4615 E.California Pkwy, Ft. Worth,TX 76119
817-535-5002

*Angel of Hope Christian Church
901 Page St, Ft. Worth, TX
817-920-7767, www.angelothope.org
*Celebration Community Church
908 Pennsylvania Ave Ft. Worth, TX
817-335-3222, www.churchhome.org
New Harvest Worship Center

817 W. Pipeline, Hurst, TX
817-589-0655

&

B O s

St. Andrew Christian Church

3001 West Green Oaks - Arlington
817-457-9803

*First Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church
1959 Sandy Lane, Ft. Worth, TX 76112
817-451-1505

Fort Worth Church Project

PO Box 470071, Fort Worth, Texas 76147
817-596-4851

www.fortworthchurch.com

*Trinity MCC

1846 West Division #305, Arlington, TX
817-265-5454

*Westside Unitarian Universalists Church
6901 McCart Ave #125, Ft. Worth, TX
817-292-3337

Lambda Alcoholics Anonymous

1700 8th Avenue

Ft. Worth, TX

817-921-2871

Supper Groups

NAMES Project

200 West Magnolia #201

Ft. Worth, TX 76104

817-33-NAMES

PFLAG

817-428-2329

Fort Worth Parents Group for Lesbians and Gays
E-mail: FWPG-owner@yahoogroups.com

Association of GL&B Educators
817-329-3415

Cowtown Leather Men

817-536-8051

Fort Worth Men’s Chorus

817-731-7878

Imperial Court de Fort Worth/Arlington
P.O. Box 365

Fort Worth , Texas 76101-0365
emperor24@icfwa.org : empress24@icfwa.org
Lambda Faculty and Staff (UTA)
P.O.Box 19129

Arlington, TX 76019

817-273-3922

Leadership Luncheon Forum
817-877-5544

Longhorn Bowling Assoc. of FW
817-358-6322

Tarrant County Gay Pride Week
P.O. Box 3459 tcgpwa@mail.com
Fort Worth, TX 76113

Texas Gay Rodeo Association
P.O.Box 786

Fort Worth, TX 76101

Trinity River Bears

P.0.Box 2206

Fort Worth, TX 76113
817-284-4294

Student Grpanizations

GLSEN Tarrant County
P.O. Box 60111

Fort Worth, TX 76115
817/294-5101
www.glsentarrant.org
glsentarrant@hotmail.com
Gays, Lesbians & Everyone Else (GLEE)
Texas Weslyn University
817-531-4872
EqAlliance of TCU

TCU Box 29735

Fort Worth, TX 76129
817-257-7855

Spectrum of TCC-NE
817-515-6644

1828 Harwood Road
Hurst, TX 76054

email: tcc_ne_spectrum@hotmail.com
Circle Theatre

230 West Fourth Street
Ft. Worth, TX 76104
817-877-3040

Looking For A
Good Time...

to get
an HIV test?

There’s no time like the
present. Get tested.
Get the resulis.

817-335-1994

*Stage West (Allied Theatre Group)
3055 South University Drive

Ft. Worth, TX 76109

817-784-9378

Proudly Serving the North Texas Alternative Community
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fitormeys 8l low:

Robert S. Bridges, JD/ Tim Morton, DVM JD/
Patty Blackburn Tillman DVM, JD

1501 Handley Dr. - Ft. Worth

817-496-9965

Ellen J. Pessirillo

460 Harwood. - Hurst

817-605-6006

fate Repalr:

LaCroix Automotive
4028 Rufe Snow - NRH
817-590-0123

After Darl

4026 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-219-1099

BJ’s

3859 Cedar Springs - Dallas
Brick

4117 Maple - Dallas
214-521-2024

Buddies II

4025 Maple Avenue - Dallas
214-526-0887

Best Friends Club

2620 East Lancaster. - Ft. Worth
817-534-2280

Club One

3025 Main Street - Dallas
214-741-1111

Crews Inn

3215 N. Fitzhugh - Dallas
214-526-9510

Crossroads Lounge

551 S. Jennings Ave. - Ft. Worth
817-332-0071

Dallas Eagle

2515 Inwood - Dallas
214-357-4375

1851 Club “Arlington”
1851 W. Division - Arlington
817-801-9303

Hidden Door

5025 Bowser - Dallas
214-526-0620

Hideaway Club

4144 Buena Vista - Dallas
214-559-2966

J.R.’s

3923 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-559-0650

Joe’s

4117 Maple - Dallas
214-219-JOES

Kaliente

4350 Maple - Dallas
214-520-6676

Magnolia Station

600 W. Magnolia - Ft. Worth
817-332-0415

Male Boxx

5006 Lemon Ave. - Dallas
214-219-8BOX

Moby Dick

4011 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-520-MOBY

Pub Pegasus

3326 N. Fitzhugh - Dallas
214-559-4663

The Round Up Saloon
3912 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-522-9611

Seven

2505 Pacific Ave., - Dallas
214-887-8787

651 Fort Worth

651 S. Jennings Ave. - Ft. Worth
817-332-0745

Side 2 Bar

2615 Oak Lawn - Dallas
214-528-2026

Sue Ellens

3903 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-559-0650

The Corral Club

621 Hemphill - Ft. Worth
817-335-0196
Throckmorton Mining Company
3014 Throckmorton - Dallas
214-559-0650

Tin Room

2514 Hudnall - Dallas
214-526-6365

Trestle

412 S. Haskell - Dallas
214-826-9988

Village Station

3911 Cedar Spring - Dallas
214-559-0650

Zippers

3333 N. Fitzhugh - Dallas
214-526-9519

Gounseling / Consulting:

Artemis Counseling

1121 B Bedford Road - Bedford
817-282-5005

Leigh Anne Smith

Ft. Worth

817-926-1148

Sexuality Education Center
Rita Cotterly, PhD - Ft. Worth

~ 817-338-4551

Ury Cloaning / loondry Sorvices:

Gunns Cleaners
1001 W. Magnolia - Ft. Worth
817-926-6158

Health Services

Whole Person
8543 Camp Bowie West
682-429-0338

Hollywood @ Galveston
Seawall at 31st - Galveston
888-899-0899

Allstate
Matthew Hicks
817-868-1716

*Majestic Fine Wines & Spirits
817-335-5252

Printing Services and Des

Allied Media Inc.
For all of your publishing needs.

Custom ad design, business cards, letterheads, signs,

community or business newletters, and pamphlets.
817-336-2341

GR Designs

P. O. Box 101422

Fort Worth, TX 76185

www.attitudebygr.com

817-228-2120

Beal Estste Aoonts:

Billy Kemp ¢ Century 21

548 Bedford Euless Road - Bedford
817-306-5607

JJRobb Real Estate Services

1255 W. Magnolia - Fort Worth
817-924-8358

Business Directory

Leather by Boots

2525 Wycliff 3124 - Dallas
214-528-3865

Mark and Lary’s Stuff
2614 Elm - Dallas
214-74-STUFF

Off The Street

4001-B - Dallas
214-521-9051

Outlines Activities

4020 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-528-1955

Shades of Grey

3930A Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-521-GREY

Skivies

4001-C Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-559-4955

Smoothie King

3422 Oaklawn - Dallas
214-522-2009

Tower Records

3707 Lemmon Ave., - Dallas
214-252-0200

Union Jack

3920 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-528-9600

Bestaurants:

Black-eyed Pea

3857 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-521-4580
Breadwinners

33 McKinney Ave - Dallas
214-754-4740

Bronx

3835 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-521-5821

Cafe Brazil

3847 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-461-8762

Coffee House Gallery

609 S. Jennings - Ft Worth
817-335-4646

Cosmic Cup

2912 Oak Lawn Ave. - Dallas
214-521-6157

BJ Keefers

Magnolia Street - Ft Worth
Green Papaya

3211 Oak Lawn - Dallas
214-521-4811

Hunky’s

4000 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-522-1212

Lucky’s Cafe

3531 Oak Lawn - Dallas
214-522-3500

Mareco Italian

4000 Cedar Springs - Dallas
214-526-3636

Nuevo Leon

3211 Oaklawn Ave - Dallas
214-522-3331

Palermo’s Italian Cafe

1000 West Magnolia - Ft Worth
817-878-2400

Scampi’s

1057 W. Magnolia - Ft Worth
817-927-1887

7th Street Cafe

2736 7th Street - Ft Worth'
817-332--4568

Tommy’s Hamburger Grill -
5228 Camp Bowie - Ft Worth
817-569-1111

Wild Bunch

101 S. Jennings
817-335-WILD - FAX 817-335-9455

BEST FRIENDS

2620 East Lancaster
Ft. Worth, _Tx 76103
817-534-2280

LA o)

[ija ie ALl
About
Attitude/

see our ad on page 13

GR Design Studio 817-228-2120

The Texas Ally is
seeking
professional
advertising sales
representatives.

Commission hased pay.

Ifyouhave
experience, motivation,
and a strong desire to
succeed inafun

workin
atmoshpere then your
income potential is
limited only by your
desire to
succeed.
Serious
applicants only.
Contact Steve at

1-871
4TK-ALLY
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Tarrant Coun S Inteai er’
1st Annual Carnival Cruise Against AIDS
November 1, 2004 - November 6, 2004

Bring your friends and family for the time of your life on the

FunShip Ecstasy and support our cause. Enjoy a wonderful cruise

/\/ k LE\ ‘Q}' that departs Galveston and sails to Cozumel then to Calica/Playa
: %// \\\ % | del Camen. Cabins starting at only $415 per person. Only 90
13\ @ "; cabins left, so hurry and book today!

\ \\;X\\» $’° For More Information and to book your First Annual Cruise
\\~ EXS Against AIDS contact:

Suzanne Meredith - Silver Wings Travel
817-337-5300 or 800-856-2008

2l Carnival.

The Most Popular Cruise Line in the World!.



