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anvest Open

Four Person Scramble

Saturday, October 1 at Eagle Point
Golf Club at the Radisson in Denton

Plelades Productions presents

Hole In One Contest: 1% Car, Buick Skylark, donated by James Wood

For more information contact Beth Roach at (817) 321-2332.
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The Diva of Comedy — rated the #1 comedian of Olivia Cruises.

Friday, Sept. 23 — 8 p.m.
Agape MCC Auditorium, Fort Worth

(F20 and Anglin Dr exk)

Tickels — $12 in advance; $15 at he door
Availlable In Fort Worth af Comnections Booksiore,
Collections Antique Gallery and Agape MCC;

in Dallas, at Crossromds Market.

Call 817/923-4625 for more information.

Phone

Make checks or money orders payable to “1st Annual Harvest Open”. Mail to Harvest
I MCC, 5900 S. Stemmons, Denton, TX 76205. Fee: $80; student rate $70. All entries must I
be received by Sept. 16, 1994. All single applicants will be placed in a foursome.

THE TURTLE CREEK CHORALE

- in concert with

FT. WORTH'S OWN

BETTY BUCKLEY

Direct from her starring role in London’s SUNSET BOULEVARD!
Star of cinema, television and winner of the Tony for CATS!

Singing BROADWAY SHOWSTOPPERS!

accompanied by
Dallas Jazzworx
fromn the Oak Lawn Band

sponsored by

(/' ’//41

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

@hr Ballas Morning Felos

Funded in part by
SOUTHIAND CENTER HOTEL  Texss Comupission

For Tickets call ARTTIX 520 ARTS (2787)

(non-refundable convenience charges apply)
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Radical Right group seems guilly of what it accuses us
MILITANT, DISORDERED PR ACTICES

By SCOTT FORSGREN

friendly to me. Not surprisingly, the letter also made a futile plea for my money.

The cover story was a discussion of
the “militant British homosexuals”
who had gathered around the English
Parliament to protest. They were
protesting on the grounds that al-
though the age of consent for sex
between men had recently been low-
ered from 21 to 18, 16 was the
standing age for sex between women.
Whether or not one agrees with the
reason they were protesting, the gen-
eralizations made by the American
Center for Law and Justice were
appalling.

In the article, Pope John Paul II
was referred to as having courage and
clarity as he spoke of “homosexual
practices” as disordered. He further
indicated that family life could not be
built around homosexual unions. The
Center supported the Pope’s view-
points and pleas to society to “jump
out of the water of immorality.” One
quote in particular clearly shows an
attempt to take an isolated part of our
community and generalize it to refer
to all gay and lesbian people. “Like
the frog that got used to the water’s
slowly changing temperature until it
boiled to death without protest, our

culture is gradually getting used to
decadence as the heat is turned up by
misguided and mistaken zealots.”

I don’t think anyone would dis-
agree that there isa significant amount
of decay in today’s society. We've
seen it time and again. Jerry Falwell
and Jim Baker are two prime ex-
amples. Unlike the frog that got used
to the water’s slowly changing tem-
perature until it boiled to death, we in
the gay and lesbian community won’t
let the religious right turn the heat up
any further, and we will take a stand
and protest the erroneous attitudes
and beliefs that are being used to
poison society against us. Who here
are the misguided and the mistaken?

The material went on to claim that
“the agenda of militant homosexuals
is quite clear. They want their disor-
dered sexual appetite recognized as a
civil right.” What we really want is to
be given equal status and opportunity
to partake in many of the traditional
things that the straight society takes
for granted.

At some time in the future, [ hope
there will be a Mr. Right with whom
I can share every aspect of my life.

When that time comes, I think it
only fair that I should have the
opportunity to be recognized as le-
gally united with that special person
and attain those benefits that come
with that status. Just because we are
gay beings doesn’t mean that we
don’t want the big house with a white
picket fence, two cars in the garage,
children and a dog (or maybe more
appropriately for some, a cat). For
many of us, the “traditional” may not
be our heart’s desire. Nonetheless,
every person (straight, gay or other-
wise) deserves equal opportunity to
become the incarnation of their own
personal dreams.

The Center then goes on to make
the claim that “most homosexuals do
not see such marriages and family
groupings as permanent or monoga-
mous.” I found this statement quite
unsettling. First of all, I find it hard to
imagine this group so closely in prox-
imity to us that they could conduct a
poll of “most homosexuals.” I do not
recall being contacted as to whether
or not [ included polygamy in my
definition of family or marriage. Some
gay people may believe that mo-

Fducation Bill fails in decency

HELMS ADD-ON THREATENS YOUTH

he mission of Tarrant
County’s Teen Project out-
reach program to lesbian/gay/bi-
sexual youth could be affected by
a U.S. Senate amendment to the
Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act if it passes successfully
through the legislative process this
fall.

The Bob Smith/Jessie Helms
amendment, called a “cheap gay-
bashing vote” by the Washington
Post, bans federal funds to schools
that “carry out a program or activ-
ity that has either the purpose or
effect of encouraging or support-
ing homosexuality as a positive
alternative lifestyle.” The amend-
ment would cover the distribution
of instructional materials, coun-
seling and referral of students to
outside organizations.

According to Susan Steele,

TCLGA president, the Teen
Project’s goal is to work with
school staff and youth-serving
agencies to create a community-
wide effort to curb the despera-
tion that often leads to teen sui-
cide attempts, substance abuse,
separation from family and other
self-destructive behavior. The
Smith/Helms amendment, by tak-
ing school staff out of this com-
munity-wide effort, would make
access to Teen Project services
more difficult for teenagers and
their parents, Steele said.

After the Smith/Helms amend-
ment passed in the Senate 63-36,
Senator Edward Kennedy offered
two conflicting amendments to
counterstrike: one to prohibit fed-
eral funds to promote sexual ac-
tivity, whether homosexual or
heterosexual; and one to prohibit

federal funds for condom distribu-
tion in schools.

According to National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force analysts,
Kennedy’s amendments, which
passed, were a political strategy to
counteract the anti-gay campafgn
of Helms and his supporters by
forcing combination of the three
amendments into a single con-
flicting one.

With a similar measure passed
by the U.S. House, all of the
amendments were bumped to a
Senate/House joint conference
committee that meets later this
fall to reconcile differences be-
tween house and senate versions.

Locally, Dr. Rita Cotterly, di-
rector of the Sexuality Education
Center in Fort Worth and coordi-
nator of the Teen Project, regis-

SEE HELMS ONP. I8

n arecent religious broadcast, Keith Fournier, executive director of the American Center for Law and Ju... ¢, invited
“believers” to request his literature related to the gay agenda. The offer piqued my curiosity, and | requested a copy.
The information | received some weeks later addressed me as “Dear Friend,” and yet the material was far less than

nogamy is not in their cards. How-
ever, it seems to me that many straight
peoplehave thissame problem. Don't
they call it “infidelity”?

Further claims are made to suggest
that we want nothing less than a
“cultural revolution”. Well, finally
they got one thing right. That's ex-
actly what we want. We want the
religious right to go back to their
religion and stop making the gay and
lesbian community a profit center.
We aren’t a carnival side-show. We
are children of God just as they are.
The only difference is that we seem to
have understood the concept that
God loves all people, and they seem
to have closed their eyes to it.

[ don’t always support some of the
tactics that some in our community
take to become visible, but that’s not
the issue here. At issue are the erro-
neous generalizations that are being
made and the misrepresentations that
are being sold to unsuspecting “be-
lievers”.

[ am a believer, as are many other
gay and lesbian people, and I'm not
buying what the religious right has for
sale. Someday, they will realize that
God loves all His children without
reservation. For now, we have to
make every effort to be seen proudly
as gay and lesbian people with values
and morality. Each opportunity we
have to educate someone is another
step to being victorious. For if we
each get through to two people, and
they get through to two people, and
they get through to... we will someday
be witness to the biggest victory of all,
to say with pride “liberty and justice
for all” and mean it. é8

THE ALLIaNCE NEWs

is published monthly and distributed to
community-based organizations and busi-
nesses throughout the county.

Viewpoints expressed herein are not
official views of TCLGA unless explicitly
stated. Inclusion of any name or photograph
isnota representation of sexual orientation.

We welcome submissions of materials
relevant to the lesbian/gay culture, includ-
ingillustrations, photography, columns, fea-
tures, short stories, poetry, reviews, etc. We
reserve the right to enforce our own judg-
ments regarding the suitability of advertis-
ing copy and submitted materials. We can-
not return manuscripts unless accompanied
by a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

Copy and advertising deadlines are the
15th of each month for the next month’s

issue.
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LEADING AGENDA

Board nominees compete for September election

A call tu. nominations to the
TCLGA Board of Directors in
August found seven candidates for
five positions open. Elections at
September’s general membership
meeting will decide TCLGA’s lead-
ership.

Paid members of TCLGA are
eligible to vote at the meeting.
Those who are new to the meet-
ings or who have lapsed member-
ship may pay their dues that night
if they are interested in voting.

To be elected to the board,
candidates must meet two condi-
tions: they must be among the top
five who receive the most votes;
and they must receive more yes
votes than no votes.

The business meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 15 at Luby’s
Cafeteria, 251 University Dr., Fort
Worth. Dinner will be at 6 p.m.

The following nominees com-
prise the ballot.

JOHN BLAND

Development Associate,
AIDS Outreach Center

“My pri-
mary in-
terest isin
working
on devel-
opment to
find inno-
vative
funding
sources for TCLGA in order to
build a stronger, more powerful
voice for our community. Too, ] am
particularly interested in building
new leadership and in identifying
role models for lesbian/gay youth.”

COURTNEY
CHATFIELD

Financial Planner,

American Express

. Through
my finan-
cial plan-
ning prac-
tice[have
worked
over the
past sev-
eral years
to help individuals and couples
within the community to finan-
cially empower themselves. As a
life member of TCLGA and an
active member of the community, [

have worked to promote lesbian/
gay rights, lesbian/gay issues, com-
munity awareness, and the support
of lesbian/gay-owned and operated
businesses.

“I believe I can offer new ideas,
enthusiasm and positive energy to
the Alliance board and its mem-
bers. | believe I can make a differ-
ence.”

STEVE EAGLE

Public Health Worker, six years
Eagle has
served a
one-year
termasan
appointee
to the
board to
fill a va-
cated po-
sition. He filled the secretary post
during his term.

His civic work includes provid-
ing lectures on AIDS education
for Tarrant County AIDS Inter-
faith Network outreach programs.

PHOTO NOT

AVAILABLE AT
PRESS TIME

ANGELA LANSEY

Advertising Director,
Alliance News
Lansey is
afive-year
| member
e f
TCLGA;
she has
served on
the board
two years
and as treasurer one year.
“l have enjoyed the luxury of
working in the Alliance office and
regret that my employment has
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now limited my time there. | am
committed to finding resources to
staff the office so no call will go
unanswered more than 24 hours.

“l am interested in nurturing
diversity among the board. I see
hopeful work being accomplished
on programs like the Teen Project,
and | am pleased to help in that
work.”

FRANK PROVASEK

Business manager

“lama37-
year-old
Fler " t
Worth
native
and a
graduate
of Univer-
sity.  of
Texasat Arlington. [ was employed
for 11 years as an engineer at Gen-
eral Dynamics, where | was fired
shortly after my photograph and
name appeared in the Star-Telegram
after an Alliance demonstration, a
‘coincidence.’

“l was the Alliance’s first dues-
paying member when the organiza-
tion was begun in 1980. Shortly
thereafter, I was elected to the
board of directors, where 1 have
served continuously. | have vari-
ously held all four officer positions,
including five years as treasurer
when [ fought a successful battle
with the IRS to grant the Alliance
nonprofit status — not an easy task
for a gay group during the Reagan
years.

“l was the editor of the Alliance
News for its first 10 years, using the
pseudonym ‘Frank Roper’ at first,

when it was still hazardous to be
openly gay in Fort Worth.”

DAVID REED

Supervisor at Bookstop

“I am a
past presi-
dent of
the Alli-
ance and
anl s o
served
terms as
secretary
and treasurer. | currently serve on
the Alliance of Baptists Task Force
on Human Sexuality, and [ am a
board member of the Greater Fort
Worth Civil Liberties Union. |
hold degrees from the University
of Tennessee and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. I
really haven’t quit being a
preacher...”

JAN WYNN

Private Practice Counselor
“Asa mental health care provider

w

of ser-
vices, |
am con-
cerned
about the
mental
health
cTa re
needs of this community and the
lack of advocacy for gay/lesbian
issues in the Tarrant County com-
munity. My participation as a board
member and a professional role
model will be an effort to en-
lighten, educate and bring to the
forefront the need for services to
all people regardless of sexual ori-
entation and/or preference.

“My agenda also involves the
alleviation of social injustice in
Tarrant County and encourage-
ment for unity among our com-
munity in an effort to obtain
equal rights. Increasing self-es-
teem, building support systems
and encouraging healthier com-
munication will assist in building
unity and pride among the gay/
lesbian community.”

R

September TCLGA Meeting:

~ ELECTIONS FOR
ALLIANCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS POSITIONS

o Al§0 e
CANDIDATE FORUM:
Democrats and Republicans in November’s
General Election compete for your vote!

Thursday, Sept. 15
at Luby’s Cafeteria
251 University Drive

TCLGA Membership

YES! Count me in. I want to be part of the important work of Tarrant County Lesbian/Gay Alliance.

Dinner at 6 p.m.
Program begins
at 6:30 p.m.

Mail to:

TCLGA

3327 Winthrop

Suite 243

Age: Gender:

Race:

Fort Worth, TX
76116

. I am also making a contribution of $

u TCLGA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. Membership list is confidential. All donations are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.
EEEEEEEEEEEEE N EEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEER

. Contact me about volunteer work.D




If you didn’t think you had a
family abroad, say hello to

OUR FAMILY ABROAD

*A totally new kind of tour
company built on the finest
heritage of global touring for
experienced yet discreet gay men
and women who love to travel.s

To book our FAMILY ABROAD call

COUNTRY DAY
TRAVEL INC.,

4255 BRYANT IRVIN RD.
OPEN M-F 9-6

817/731-8551 .

NATIONWIDE

A U.S. Senate hearing July 29 on
the Employment Non-Discrimi-
nation Act (ENDA) was the first
ever held on legislation that would
extend any form of civil rights
protections to lesbian and gay
Americans.

The Laborand Human Resources
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted
Kennedy (D-Mass.), heard the sto-
ries of two people who suffered job
discrimination on the basis of their
sexual orientation, as well as testi-
mony from business and labor lead-

SUZZETTE M. SHELTON, Ms, BN, LCDC, CCGC, CADAGC

2525 Ridgmar Bldg. Suite 220
Fort Worth, Texas 76116
(817) 732-1159

LICENSED CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY COUNSELOR
CERTIFIED ADDICTIONS REGISTERED NURSE
CERTIFIED COMPULSIVE GAMBLING COUNSELOR

RIDGMAR COUNSELING CENTER

REGISTERED NURSE

BEDFORD, TEXAS 76022

Law Olffice of Ellen |. Pesserillo

ELLEN J. PESSERILLO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1600 CENTRAL DRIVE, SUITE 171

817-283-6693
FAX 817-571-1637

\,

7500 T ear :;
Led £ f/?reaf/fas/

Celectic charm, privacy and. com/@r/.
1898 home in Z@jea/ﬁerﬁ)m/

o

For BROCHURE and RESERVATIONS, Call

METRO (817) 596-9316

ers in support of the bill.

ENDA would ban job discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual ori-
entation, which is currently not
prohibited under federal law.

The Human Rights Campaign
Fund arranged the appearance of
two key witnesses in the hearing:
Cheryl Summerville of Atlanta,
who was fired from her job at a
Cracker Barrel restaurant, and
Ermest Dillon of Detroit, who was
harassed and beaten at work. To
educate lawmakers about the prob-
lem of anti-gay job discrimina-
tion, the Campaign Fund’s “Docu-
menting Discrimination” project
also provided the committee with
job discrimination cases from
around the country.

“l worked hard at my job, and
my reward was getting fired for no
good reason,” Summerville told
the committee. “The right to hold
ajob shouldn’t be based on whether
someone is black or white, male or
female, gay or straight. It should be
based on ability and dedication. I
hope that you will take action to
ensure that people like me — a
fellow American — can have the
same rights as everybody else.”

Dillon filed an Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity claim after he
was continually harassed and even-
tually attacked at work. A federal
court dismissed his claim, stating
that the discrimination Dillon
experienced was not prohibited by
federal civil rights laws.

“I turned to my union, my super-
visors, my doctor and court, only
to find that, in America, [ am not
entitled to work without fearing
for my life,” Dillon told the com-
mittee. “I want what every other
American wants — the ability to
work, to be treated fairly, to be
judged by who I am, and to be free
from discrimination and harass-

ment. [ look to Congress for lead-
ership in stopping the pain and
prejudice, and in passing a federal
law to protect me.”

The Campaign Fund also re-
cruited Warren Phillips, former
chief executive officer of Dow
Jones & Co,, to testify in favor of
the bill. “It hasbeen the law of the
land that employment discrimina-
tion is unacceptable based on race,
gender, religion, ethnic origin or
other non-performance-related
consideration,” Phillips testified.
“It is time to include sexual orien-
tation. It is the right thing to do.
[t is the sensible thing to do. It is
also the businesslike thing to do.”

Other supporting witnesses in-
cluded Stephen Holter, executive
vice president of Pacific Telesis;
Richard Womack of the AFL-
CIO; and Chai Feldblum, a profes-
sor of law at the Georgetown
University Law Center.

The legislation has 30 cospon-

Senate investigates impact of job discrimination on lesbians, gays

sors in the Senate and 120 in the
House of Representatives. It is be-
ing championed by the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, the
nation’s leading civil rights coali-
tion representing more than 185
women'’s labor, religious, disability
and civil rights organizations. The
Leadership Conference has been
the driving force behind every ma-
jor piece of civil rights legislation
passed in the past half century.

“We are poised to take a major
step forward in securing equal rights
in the workplace for lesbian and
gay Americans,” Daniel Zingale,
the Campaign Fund’s public policy
director, said. “We have unprec-
edented bipartisan support in Con-
gress, as well as the active partici-
pation of the American civil rights
movement. Our job now is to
educate the general public about
the need for this legislation and
continue to build support in the
House and Senate.” fe.

Latest study shows lesbians and gays

hit in the pocketbook on the job

New research on the impact of
anti-gay job discrimination refutes
stereotypes of gay and lesbian citi-
zens as an affluent population and
demonstrates the need for legal
protections against anti-gay dis-
crimination in employment.

An independent study by the
University of Maryland at College
Park found that the gay and les-
bian population is economically
and socially diverse — and disad-
vantaged by unfair job discrimina-
tion. No federal law protects
Americans from being fired, re-

®

Personal Financial Planning

Courtney L. Chatfield

American Express Financial Planner

American Express Service Corporation

401 Texas Commerce Bank Building

860 Airport Freeway West, Hurst, TX 76054

(817) 428-9898 Metro (817) 498-1833 Fax (817) 428-9677

fused work, paid less or even ha-
rassed in the workplace because of
their perceived sexual orientation.

The study found that gay men
and lesbians actually earn less than
their non-gay counterparts with
similar education, training and
occupations. Gay men earned 11
to 27 percent less while lesbians
eamned five to 14 percent less.

Opponents of equal civil rights
protections for gay and lesbian
citizens often cite marketing sur-
veys of gay magazine readers to
spread a stereotype of gay people as
affluent. This data, compiled by
the marketing firm Overlooked
Opinions, Inc., was misused re-
cently in testimony before a U S.
Senate committee hearing on the
Employment Non-Discrimination
Act (ENDA).

“This data is not of the gay
community, it is for the readers of
specific gay publications,” Jeffrey
Vitale, president of Overlooked
Opinions, said. “To compare these
figures to the average individual
income in the U.S. is ludicrous.” f

(
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Coming out by
By SCOTT FORSGREN

. ver the past few months, |
have become increasingly
ready to start the coming-
out process. Thus far, [ have really
only been completely open with my
therapist of many years and my
circle of gay and lesbian friends.
However, | realize that this justisn’t
enough. There has got to be some
point in time where [ start telling
other people that | am no longer
going to let myself be repressed by
theirattitudes toward homosexuals.
[t's time that | turn this anger into
something positive through being

Full Service Tax,
Bookkeeping
& Payroll

Conceniraie On
Your Business,
Not Your Books.

Because you didn’t
open your company

to concentrate on
calculating taxes and
keeping the books, we
did. With 15 years
experience, Darwin &
Associates, Inc. helps
small firms like yours
with a full range of tax,
bookkeeping and
payroll services.

Stop worrying about
the books and
concentrate on running
your company.

Find out how easy it is

to get back to business.

Call: Metro (817) 589-1666
or (817) 284-7798

leed

more open about my sexuality.

With more than a few people
whom I have loved and thought of
asdear friends throughout my years,
[ ultimately felt confined to ex-
pressing only a part of my entire self.
At some point within our friend-
ship, they took serious stances on
their opinion of gays and made
claims that God could not accept
such an “alternative”. Well, if that
was true, then God could not have
accepted me, and yet [ knew thathe
did.

The worst part was that I be-
lieved these people because I re-
spected them for so many years.
From my perspective today, their
attitudes make me feel a certain
level of anger. | am angry at them
for not having a more open mind,
but then [ also realize that [ have to
be angry at myself for not revealing
to them that | was gay. They all
knew me well and loved me very
deeply, and maybe my revelation
would have made them stop and
reevaluate their position. Further, if
I could change someone’s attitude
toward homosexuality, maybe some-
one else down the road would not
be forced to struggle through being
confronted with the same negative
viewpoints.

The more I live, the more I tell
myself that [ have to learn to con-
front fear head-on. Don’t let me
fool you by making it sound easy; it’s
not. Nonetheless, [ know that if |
ever want to be completely confi-
dent and happy with myself and if
[ ever desire to have a life-long
relationship that has any chance of
survival, | have to do whatever it
takes to not be restrained by fear.
I'm taking baby steps, but as time
passes, babies learn to walk and,
ultimately, they learn to run.

It was time to take this anger and
convert it into something positive.
There were two people to whom [

me from binding fears

once felt very close, but now I feel
a great chasm in our friendships
which are, in fact, essentially non-
existent. | had such admiration and
respect for both women but when
comments were made, | found  had
to pull away for my own well-being.
Now I no longer feel that [ can just
leave things the way they are. It’s
been over a year since we've talked.
It’s taken me that long to become
confident that I like who I am. Now
maybe it’s time to break the silence
and communicate once again.

“Sabrina” is a religious woman
with strong beliefs. She prides her-
self on being involved in a church
that is so loving — “loving” because
they have a recovery group for
homosexuals. I'm still not sure what
such a group might do to help one
recover or from what exactly they
are trying to get us to recover.

Further, Sabrina feelscalled todo
God’s work in the pro-life move-
ment and is very active in one
group that is nationally known for
shut-downs of abortion clinics as
well as having added opposing gay
rights to theiragendawhen Clinton
proposed lifting the ban. I never
took issue with her conviction on
that front, and whether or not |
believe abortion is right or wrong is
not the issue here. What did bother
me was that Sabrina was involved
in this movement in an effort to
save lives, and yet, her other atti-
tudes were contributing ultimately
to the loss of life.

[ wrote a letter to her and by the
time this article is printed, she will
have receivedit. [ expect one of two
responses: none, or | may get bom-
barded with efforts to get me on the
road to “recovery”.

With the letter I included some
additional literature on what it
means to be gay and Christian. It
was scary sending it but that didn’t

SEE COMING OUT ONP. 19

JEANNIE BOATLER pPh.D., LCDC, NCAC II

eSubstance Abuse
sSexual Abuse

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE AND FAMILY COUNSELING

(817) 377-0322
6040 Camp Bowie, Suite 65 *Fort Worth, TX 76116

sHIV-Related Issues
eGender [ssues

M-ONE
Insurance Services Inc.

Helen L. Martin — Benefits Specialist
809 Ridge Court * Bedford, TX 76021
(817) 498-4308

Life » Dental * Annuities  Disability

SHERRY BREWER,

LMSW-ACSW, LMFT, LCDC

6500 W. Freeway, Ste. 701
Fort Worth, TX 76116
(817) 738-2400

6702 W. Poly Webb
Arlington, TX 76016
(817) 478-0095

FREE
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(IF YOUR INSURANCE QUALIFIES)

B Same-Day Pickup at our Local Pharmacies
or Delivery to Your Home or Office

B UPS or Mail to Out-of-Town Customers

M Includes Emergency Prescriptions

B No Out-of-Pocket Expense

H Discounts on Your Deductible

B Absolute Confidentiality under Penalty of Law

B We Do All Paperwork--No Receipts to Save

OR GREAT CASH PRICES

ON DIFLUCAN, ZOVIRAX, CYTOVENE, NEBUPENT,

PROCRIT, ETC.
FOR EXAMPLE...RETROVIR, 100 Mg Per 100--$139.99

1-800-258-9897

Fort Worth
Hayes Discount Pharmacy
426 S. Henderson
Fort Worth, TX 76104
1-817-336-7281

Austin
38th Street Pharmacy
711 38th Street
Austin, TX 78705
1-512-448-3784

DALLAS

The Apothecary Shop #2
6303 Forest Park Rd. #255A
Dallas, TX 75235
214-357-8889

The Apothecary Shop #1
3434 Swiss Avenue
Dallas, TX 75024
214-823-4520

Harrington’s Pharmacy
848 1st Ave. N.
Naples, FL 33940
1-813-262-1302

“A LOVING HEART IS A HELPING HAND.”
—TIM HAYES




tdewey'’s dayd

IT'S ALMOST cLOS- B = ARE YoU :
A ING TI\ME ~ ARE KIDDING 27 o

You READY TO GoZ2 I

reams:::

THIS PLACE 1S CRAW|-
ING WITH GORGEOUS
MEN v AND YoU
WANT TO LEAVE 2

e

TRUST ME: YOU

DORN'T WANT TO BE g

HERE WHEN THEY '}
ELIGHTS Z




ALLIANCE NEWS v SEPTEMBER 1994

ADVOCACY

nder what some librarians
have called an organized
i campaign underscored by
manipulation and intimidation, a
conservative group here has at-
tacked “Daddy’s Roommate”
among the Fort Worth Public
Library’s holdings and demanded
its removal.

The children’s picture book, by
Michael Willhoite, supports the
nontraditional families of gay par-
ents.

Until recently, the public li-
brary held four copies of the book
distributed among several
branches. In response to insistent
complaints by seven patrons who
are backed by the Dallas Associa-
tion for Decency, library officials
have routed the books from the
branches to the central facility,
where they are being held behind
the children’s section desk.

The books might still be
checked out by specific request,
but this shelving of them, offered
by officials as a temporary ap-
peasement to the complaints, has
effectively limited public access,
librarians say. At the end of a six-
month moratorium, a date librar-
ians say has not been clarified by
officials, the book will face a
review to decide its status: among
the options, transfer from the
children’s book section to a less
controversial positioning such as
in nonfiction, or permanent re-
moval from the catalog.

Even with the temporary hold
in place, the group of conserva-

tive complainants remains dissat-
isfied, according to sources, and
appears determined to pressure
officials to ban the book com-
pletely.

Natldnally prescribed
freedoms on vacation
in Fort Worth
Several on staff are alarmed by
this latest threat to intellectual
freedom; they fear it is a portent
of further invasive assaults for
censorship. And they are disap-
pointed in an administration that
has succumbed to pressure in-
stead of protecting the public’s
free access, a mission to which all
librarians are pledged to uphold.
Resolutions and amendments
adopted by national and state
library associations promote free
access to materials that pass the
selection process, regardless of spe-
cial-interest objections. The
American Library Association’s

‘DADDY’S ROOMMATFE’

(ALA) Bill of Rightsissues a policy
specific to these circumstances:
“Libraries should provide materi-
als and information presenting all
points of view on current and
historical issues. Materials should
not be proscribed or removed be-
cause of partisan or doctrinal dis-
approval.”

Its “Freedom to Read State-
ment,” based on what it cites as
U.S. constitutional guarantees,
affirms that “it is in the public
interest for publishers and librar-
ians to make available the widest
diversity of views and expressions,
including those which are unor-
thodox or unpopular with the
majority.”

Philosophically, the statement
asserts that “in these matters taste
differs, and taste cannot be legis-
lated; nor can machinery be de-
vised which will suit the demands
of one group without limiting the
freedom of others.”

The ALA formally opposes re-
stricting access for minors and
holds that “it is the parents — and
only parents — who may restrict
their children — and only their
children — from access to library
materials and services.”

Closer to home, the Texas Li-
brary Association advises in its
Intellectual Freedom Handbook on
“what to do when the censor calls:”
do not remove disputed materials
when a complaint is made.

Why freedom took a fall
With policies and guidelines so
clearly outlined at national and
state levels, it might seem surpris-
ing that local reaction has catered
to censorship. Librarians close to

the situation point to a combina-
tion of circumstances in this case:

¢ The scramble for fund-
ing. The library has made head-
lines recently with its list of op-
erational needs and renovation
projects. Dallas Association for
Decency representatives threat-

ened in correspondence to library

officials to exert their influence
on the library’s funding body. In
these months when the city’s bud-
get is under scrutiny in prepara-
tion for the upcoming fiscal year,
top officials, insiders say, appar-
ently wanted to avoid any “rock-
ing of the boat.”

¢ Passive management.
Several sources assert that the
library’s director, Linda Allmand,
seems uncomfortable with con-
flict. In this case, she waffled in
mediation and then turned the
matter over to the city manager to
decide, who ordered a two-month
hold on the book that extended to
six months.

When one librarian challenged
the extension, Allmand defended
the measure as protection of the
books to prevent theft during this
period of controversy. The librar-
ian offered that the lesbian/gay
community, through the Alliance,
surely would finance replacements,
but Allmand said the expense of
“processing” new purchases was at
issue.

The bottom line, however, was
not one of funding. Allmand told
the librarian, “We just have to
compromise on this.”

¢ The top sentinel was

down. Camille Connor, materi-

als coordinator, initially was in
charge of handling the complaints.

e knocking at the

door.

iinistration appears
he pressure.

Her letter to complainants was a
courteous defense of the selection
review process; she told other li-
brarians that the book would be
pulled “over my dead body.”

When the books were returned
to the shelves after the first two-
month hold, the conservative
group launched another attack at
a time when Connor was on medi-
cal leave of absence.

“Camille’s not there to dobattle
for us,” one librarian lamented.

* Homophobia. The com-
plaints and subsequent shuffling
of the matter tocity officials called
the Fort Worth City Council’s
attention to a book they other-
wise would have remained un-
aware of being among the library’s
holdings. Once brought to inspec-

tion, several on the council con-
sidered the “decency” of display-
ing a homo-positive book in the
children’s section.

Internalized homophobia too
might be of influence in this case:
some speculation suggests that at
least one official under fire from
the conservatives might be clos-
eted and avoiding association to
sexual orientation issues.

On the other side of that fence,
several gay and lesbian staff, who
say they would object as fiercely
to the censorship of any book
there, are especially distraught over
the limbostatus of “Daddy’s Room-
mate”: they recounted sending
copies to their own adult children
who said the book would have
made a great impact on them
when they were growing up and
facing the issues of their parents’
orientation.

I‘.et freedom ring...

Defenders of the book suggest
that supporters, to show wide-
spread interest, should visit their
local library branch and request
“Daddy’s Roommate” for check-
out. Patrons requesting a book
might pay a 50 cent fee to be
added to the waiting list.

Increased circulation of the book
might convince some librarians
who were not sure where to stand
on the issue, insiders say.

Additionally, letters supporting
the book might be sent to Linda
Allmand, library director, Fort
Worth Public Library, 300 Taylor
St., Fort Worth, TX 76102; and
Bob Terrell, city manager, City
Hall-Municipal Building, 1000
Throckmorton St., Fort Worth,
TX 76102. fe
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Some say love, it is a flower.
Doyle has sown the seed.

rime
- PASSION

By BEVERLY FLETCHER
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oyle didn’t look like a
( ¥ criminal. His eyes were
piercing blue, solidly con-
nected to mine, eye-to-eye, no
darting, sneaky dance to his gaze.
The sharp lines of his face were
softened by a thoughtful, gentle
quality permeating. If [ was asked
to pick a criminal out of the
people gathered around me, I
would not have chosen him, nor

SHARED BED

would | have pegged him as a
victim, too strong of character he
seemed to ever be in a position of
helplessness.

Doyle earned his criminal sta-
tus by refusing to be a victim. I
might have been shocked by his
confession to breaking and enter-
ing, to stealing, had I not first
heard the tale that preceded his
arrest. | present it to you here to
judge.

When Doyle’s
lover, Luther, met
the final stages in
hisstruggle against
AIDS, Luther’s
family stepped in
to provide care and
relief. During
Luther’s good
health the family
had accepted
Doyle’s role to
their son and wel-
comed him into
the fold, but as
Luther faded his
mother began to
edge Doyle out,
pushing him away
from his spot by
the bed.

[t is difficult
enough under
smooth sailing to
struggle for valida-
tion for our rela-
tionships like we
deserve. Family
and friends might
insist on devalu-
ing our significance
to each other by
treating us as if we
aren’t a couple. In
some cases, under
such contentious
circumstances,
even some within

our community might detract from
the roles of our couples. Some
might resist upholding what is so
widely denigrated past the lines of
our community.

“They just don’t get it,” Luther

“said, and I understood he was

referring specifically to his and
Luther’s families. “They look at us
and think ‘sex.” They don’t see the
caring and the love and the shar-
ing — that ultimate bond between
us.”

Living our lives as married
couples when we are barred from
marrying is hard enough when
we're traveling at an even keel.
Throw in life-and-death issues,
the numbing struggle to just hang
on, hang tough, and that burden
becomes overwhelming. Ata time
when Doyle and Luther both most
needed support, Luther’s mother
tugged at that ultimate bond they
shared to gain her baby back,
unencumbered.

Doyle put the question to
Luther, for him to decide. “Do you
want me to stay or do you want me
to leave?” Luther, severely weak-
ened, clouded in dementia, chose
the path of least resistance. “I'm
sorry,” he said, and closed his eyes.

Doyle is no victim. He stands
firmly for self-responsibility, ac-
countability to self. “I should have

stayed, [ should have said, ‘This is
where [ belong.’ That’s the kind of
person [ am — [ don’t know why

[ didn’t,” he told me, but his tired
eyes gave him away.

Luther’s mother called Doyle in
February, at 5 in the morning:
“You can come see his body now,
before the coroner gets here.”

Doyle was robbed of his final
good-bye, and he missed too the
farewell rite where Luther’s ashes
were to be scattered, as per his
request, over a favored section of
the Botanical Gardens.

Luther’s sisters stayed in the car
while his mother and a gay friend
of his, “Dennis,” strolled out to
the garden to fulfill the request.
When they returned, they carried
an empty urn.

Later, Dennis related to several
of his friends in our community
that he’d kept the bag of ashes,
that the mother had agreed and
left the rest of the family to as-
sume Luther’s request had been
granted.

During a friendly chat at a local
bar, Dennis invited Doyle to come
view the ashes if he desired, “but
you can’t have them,” he said. It
was Doyle’s impression that Den-
nis was displaying the ashes to

curious viewers as a trophy, a

medal of honor insinuating a

higher position among
Luther’s affections.

Regardless, the point
for Doyle was that
Luther’s wishes for his
remains had been vio-
lated ‘under that most
ultimate vulnerability.
Doyle pledged to free
his lover. He waited and
planned and then ... he
broke the law. He shat-
tered a front window at
Dennis’ home, climbed
in and stole his soul-
mate’s remains from be-
neath the coffee table.

Luther’s father accompanied
Doyle to the Botanical Gardens.
Doyle offered the ashes to the
father to scatter over that lovely
corner, but he deferred: “No — you
should do it.”

Every day Doyle visits that gar-
den made more lush and thriving
by Luther’s infusion. It is a quiet,
peaceful comer, he sighed, where
beauty and blossoms push back
the jagged edges of an ugly picture
just beyond it. For Doyle, Luther’s
artistic vision is embodied in that
idyllic scene. There, Doyle and
Luther can share quiet, distanced
moments together without inter-
ference or intrusion.

[ asked Doyle which section of
the gardens that was and like a
seasoned botanist, paying tribute
to Luther, he counted off the beds
of eternal rest: “Old Smoothie,
Snowfire, Black Garnet, Coral
Bay...” Those gentle eyes of his
welled tearfully and he stopped
himself, embarrassed. “I've never
told anyone that,” he said, sur-
prised at his admission to how
seriously he'd studied Luther’s new
domain. But [ would have known,
without that list, that Doyle had
memorized every waking bud, ev-
ery soft petal comprising that gar-
den corner they shared every day.

Doyle’s lawyer offered him a
pleabargain; he declined. He wants
his day in court, come what may,
where the value of our love will be
on trial.

The judge might very well deem
Doyle the “hardened criminal.”
Afterall, he did break in and steal
back what was taken. He did
violate the boundaries imposed
on him, the ones that minimized
the significance of his relation-
ship to Luther.

[ must claim I am a criminal
too at heart, a rogue, a bandit — for
[ would do the same. ‘e
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She’s an emperor who once was attracted to a _ﬁzmalé impersonator.

There’s no confusion here as F/ories plans her 7eign, setting her sights

on a 77gorous

ort Worth/ Arlington’s newest
Imperial Court Emperor, Mel-
issaFlories, hasn'talwaysbeen
the worldly butch about town whose
strong following recently made her
the second womanin thelocal court’s
history to win the Emperor title. Sev-
enteen years ago, a wet-behind-the-
ears, 15-year-old Melissa told her new
gay friends at the old Mad Hatters,
“That’s my next girlfriend. I want
her!” upon first sighting Raina Lea,
thenow goneand muchbeloved drag
queen, up on stage.

Young Melissa had sneaked into
her first gay bar that night with the
help of some gay friends and a fake
ID. She was out on the town feeling
her “baby dyke oats”. No one both-
ered to tell this naive little dykelet
that Raina and the other queens
weren’t really women.

“I'know it's hard to believe I could
have been so naive,” Flories traveled
nostalgically down memory lane, re-
calling when she was instantly smit-
ten with the great illusionist. Our
baby-dyke Melissa was in for a rude
awakeningaftertheshow. Herfriends
told Raina the young upstart was
ready to sweep him off his feet. Ev-
eryone got a grand laugh out of this
atbaby dyke Melissa’s expense. After
the show, Raina, the man, sat downin
the youngster’s lap. “Who are you!?!”
screamed an uncharmed Melissa.

Raina roared with laughter: “I just
love it when these baby dykes come
inhere and think I'm a real woman!”

So began Emperor Flories journey
into the gay/lesbian community. “I
grew up in the bars. By 15 [ was a
regular at the Mad Hatters. I had no
trouble getting in. I had a fake ID.
That was back in the days when you
could just take your birth certificate
down to the DPS. I took an older
friend'’s birth certificate down there.
They used to make driver’s licenses
while you waited. It said I was 19 or
20. I'm sure the management knew |
was underage.”

Flories does not recommend the
bars as a hangout for today’s gay
youth. “In that time frame of being
gay, | needed to be there. I didn’t
have anywhereelse to go. Buttoa15-
year-old today, I'd say ‘go home'".
The difference is that there’s a strong
contingency of organizations to help
gay/lesbian teenagers today. That did

)
not exist 17 years ago when I was
coming out.”

Flories seems proud and at ease
with her butch roots. “I've always
been butch identified.” Being the
femme thatIam, I couldn’t resist ask-
ing her if the older butches passed on
the torch with “lessons” for baby
dykes. This brought out a very tight-
lipped Melissa. I guess I was edging
too closely to the sacredly guarded
secrets of the “butch buddy club.” I
did gether to reveal a few tidbits. She
said the older butches passed on a
code of ethics to the young dykes —
how to act, how to be cool. “It wasn’t
so much like lessons. They didn'’t sit
me downand say, ‘Thisishow yousit.
This is how you walk.” It was just a
little bit here, a little bit there. Some-
times I find myself doing the same
thing today with young butches,” 32-
year-old Emperor Flories said. Just
like the elders before her, she says she
occasionally finds herself going up to
a baby dyke to admonish her behav-
ior. “When I see them doing some-
thing they shouldn’t be doing, I go
and tell them. They respond justlike I
used to and say, ‘Whatever you say." |
was just like that. I looked up to the
older butches. They were like par-
ents.”

Squeezing specificreasonsfor these
“pearls of wisdom” out of Emperor
Flories was like trying to get top-se-
cret security documents. With a little
coaxing, she said, “When the young
ones startacting too cocky, too cool, too
arrogant — that’s the kind of thing you
correct them on. Like acting too pushy
with a woman — The older butches
taught me how to act,” she said.

These days Emperor Flories has all
the women she can handle. She has
her Empress, Pat Wyatt, and her part-
ner, Beverly Winn, the court’s Prin-
cess Royale. “I have two wives now —
adrag queen and a real woman... 've
always said ‘wife’. When we were
working at Samaritan House, these
straight people were parading
through. One of them said, “Who
did this?" I answered, ‘Me and my
wife.” “You and your wife?" ‘Yeah,’
I said. ‘I'm Melissa. Nice to meet
you."”

“I've noticed you have to be careful
today aboutcalling onehalfof acouple
wife, ‘cause it does make some girls
mad.”

By BEVERLY W BENNETT

Flories wears her new title of Em-
peror XVI of the Imperial Court de
FortWorth/ Arlington proudly. “I've
always wanted to help people -
especially since the AIDS epi-
demic. I don’t have zillions of dol-
lars. What I can do is help those in
need... I didn’t expect to win the
first time around. We talked more
about what [ was going to do if I
lost... Oneof the questions the can-
didacy board asked me was ‘What
will you do if you lose?’ I said,
‘Run until I win."”

Flories began her community
work the year she was elected presi-
dent of the Gay Pride Association
for 1991-92. Flories said she chose
the Imperial Court over other local
gay/ lesbianorganizations due to the
court’s simple philosophy of raising
money and giving it away.

The Fort Worth/ Arlington court
can boast a tidy sum. Her predeces-
sors raised $23,000 for charity dur-
ing the 15th reign.

The Court works hard for this
money. Flories said they averagefour
fund-raisers per month-sometimes
as many as eight. This work comes
fromacoregroup of about40 people.
“Somany of usare also in gay pride.
From April through July it's a 24-
hour-a-week project.”

When asked if camp is dying, she
said, “AIDS happened to camp. I
remember back when the biggest
fund-raising worry the court had
was how to send someone’s child
and neighborhood friends to the soft-
ball team in uniforms. It’s serious
business now. There’s a constant
pressure to keep raising more
money.”

Flories said that the bulk of the
funds raised go to AIDS-related
charities; however, she emphasized
the Court’s willingness and past
record for donating money to a vari-
ety of local gay/lesbian organiza-
tions. Flories said that by raising big
dollars, the participants feel like
“they’re killing this virus.” She also
believes itis importantfor the Court
to have fun and play together. She
said she doesn’t want the Court to
getso caught up in fund-raising that
they forget how to cut-up and have
a good time.

Emperor Flories has ambitious
plans for the 16th reign of the Impe-

Pat ‘Cookies’ Wyatt, the Golden Phoenix Empress,
and Melissa Flories, the Emerald Phoenix Emperor

rial Court. Back in the days of her
“firstlove,” Raina Lea, the court ros-
ter boasted more than 350 members
withhalf of themactive. “That was 11
or 12 years ago. There’s no reason
why we shouldn’t have double that
today,” she said.

“There’s plenty to do besides
shows.” Flories wants to broaden the
court’s reach beyond the clubs. She
said they would welcome anyone.
One does not even need to go to the
bars at all to be an active court mem-
ber. “There are many things beyond
the bars that people can do.” Flories
said some of their fund-raisers dur-
ing reign 16 will take them outside
the bars.

“We're going to do a monthly
newsletter. We're looking for writ-
ers, layout people... We need
people wholike to sew costumes...”
Flories wants to network with all
of Tarrant County’s gay/lesbian
organizations and churches. She
sees thatas the best way to help the
community and to broaden the
court’s focus and size.

“We have three primary goals for
this term: raising money to distribute
to charities, increasing membership
and starting a care unit to relieve
spouses from the burden of caring
for their HIV-impacted partners.”

Flories realizes that some mem-

bers of the community scoff at the
court. “People don’tunderstand what
we do... All they see are these big
crowns and this big glitz and funky
titles like King Father and Queen
Mother.” Flories wants Tarrant
County to know that the court is a
serious fund-raising organization. In
fact, no other gay/lesbian organiza-
tion raised more money for charity
last year than the Court.

“Coronation is just for fun. It's a
big party. Yes, it’s serious in that we
are showing respect to those people
who have come before us. I take that
very seriously. Irespectthem... TGRA
raises money all year long and has a
rodeo. Theleathermenhave aleather
run. The Court raises money all year
long and has a coronation. Really
when you think about t, all the orga-
nizations are a court. We're all rais-
ing money to put back into the com-
munity,” she said.

Flories’ popularity already extends
well beyond the Court. Her face is
popping up at Alliance meetings,
Fellowship of Loveand Trinity MCC.
Sheisregularly asked to keynote spe-
cialeventsand isbothagifted speaker
and comic. Her reign is surely des-
tined for success. Perhaps she can do
her old “sweetheart,” Raina Lea,
proud and find the roster topping
Raina’s old record of 350. &



indows to the soul. I could see it
inhiseyes, eyes thatdanced with
: light and laughter - sparkling,
enchanting, drawing me into hisremark-
able soul. In 1977 I had the honor of
watching him perform and sat mesmer-
ized by the tilted head, the sweep of
bangs, the expressions of deep emotion
or light-hearted humor followed by a
mischievous wink.

Beauty, style and grace is how I see
the entertainer who is Pat Gilliam.

But over the past year, I have seen so
many differentexpressionsin those pre-
cious eyes. I have seen commitment,
loyalty, pain, frustration, sorrow, fear,
anger and grief that turned into solid
determination.

Tough, proud and strong is how I see
the man who is Pat Gilliam.

Still today, I am captivated by the
new things I see in these eyes. Thereisa
loneliness that seems to penetrate his
soul, a look that says, “Do you know
how hard it was? - I hope you never
have to experience this pain.” “Will you
protect me for just a little while? I need
a hug.” “Was it all worth it? Help me
take one day at a time.”

Gentle, kind and sweet is how I see
the child who is Pat Gilliam.

Pat Gilliam, the man, is a survivor
and Pat Wyatt, the drag queen, helps
maintain his sanity. Pat Gilliam is more
reserved and withdrawn while Pat
Wyattisa brazen hussy in ademure sort
of way. Pat Wyatt does things in drag
that Pat Gilliam would never do as a
male.

Pat “Cookies” Wyatt (Gilliam) was
crowned Empress XVI of the Imperial
Court de Fort Worth/ Arlington July 16.
Voter turnout July 10 was one of the
largest in the court’s history.

Pat is resolved to make a difference
by challenging court members to per-
sonally help our brothers and sisters
who may have needs that have gone
unmet. Patlosthis father in May and his
lover in June this year and “knows of
what he speaks”. While all the help was
appreciated, there is still so much more
that needs to be done.

Whatwere you likeasachild?Where
did you grow up?

“I was born and raised right here in
Fort Worth. I never really liked outdoor
activities and didn't care for sports or
hunting. I enjoy fishing (a little) and
camping ‘as an escape to get away’. I
played in the school band (instead of
taking physical education) and went to
college on a journalism scholarship. I
majored in journalism and minored in
business and currently work as a book-
keeper. Ilearned to love writing poetry
as a child and fortunately this love has
remained with me.”

Some people believe that drag
queens want to be women. What are
your thoughts on this issue? How do
you see yourself as an entertainer?

“I donot want to be a woman. I think
of myself as a male actor. I looked upon
drag in the beginning as simply a form
of entertainment, but now it has ex-
panded to involve community service. I
am always the last one in drag and the
first one out.

“I consider myself a drag queen, not

a female impersonator, as I imperson-
ate everyone. Some people have asked
me, ‘Are youa transvestite?’ ‘No, lam
adragqueen.’‘What's the difference?’
I told them, ‘A transvestite lives in it
and a drag queen works in it!"”

What do you see as the major dif-
ferences between Pat Wyatt, the en-
tertainer, and Pat, the man? Which
one do you like best?

“I like the male aspects best. I de-
scribe myself as caring, giving, gentle,
vulnerable, and a not-very-complex
person who likes simple things like
dinner at home , fireplaces and cozy,
romantic evenings. I love to cook and
create good memories for people. I
live to ‘wine and dine.’ Pat, the man, is
somewhat more reserved and is usu-
ally not recognized out of drag.

“Pat Wyatt, the entertainer, hides
behind the wig and the make-up and
creates a real facade. Therefore, the
female aspect is more outgoing and
outspoken, protected a little more by
the mask of drag. Pat Wyatt can get by
with outrageous, spontaneous behav-
ior but is only an exaggerated version
of Pat Gilliam. One aspect does not
exist without the other. Pat Wyattisan
entertainer, and entertain is what Pat
Wyatt does best!

“Both the male and female aspects
have a great sense of humor!”

What titles have you won?

“I have never been a pageant per-
son. But, I did win Miss Gay Universe
1978-1979!"

Why did you want to be Empress
XVI de Fort Worth/Arlington?

“David Pennington was my moti-

vation. We both believed in the Court
System and had seen the many great
things accomplished throughtheyears.
Iwanted to be Empress because [knew
that I would serve this community to
the best of my abilities while bringing
innovative thinking to the position.
My personal experiences had given
me strength and insight into many of
the most complex problems within our
society.”

How do you think your personal-
ity as Empress and Melissa Flories’
personality as Emperor will compli-
ment one another?

“Wearebothhonest, strong person-
alities, somewhat stubborn, idealists
and innovative thinkers. I believe we
will make the court stronger and draw
more of the community into it.

“If we ever do have a difference of
opinion, we will sit down and talk as
twoadults. We both believe there isno
problem that can’t be resolved by dis-
cussion. But, if we ever become dead-
locked, we will simply let the court
vote on the issue. After all, the entire
community owns the court; we are
here to guide, not to dictate.”

The court is based on camp titles
and symbols which were meant to
amuse and entertain. Do you think
camp is going to last into the 21st
century or has it outlived its useful-
ness?

“I certainly hope Camp will last as
long as the Court does. It is carefree
and exciting. I don’t think Camp has
outlived itsusefulness. If anything, we

Pat campaigned for empress after just losing his lover to AIDS.

The courage and determination he gave to his partner’s struggle

need it more today than when the court
began. As the problems in our society
get worse, we need camp and fun to
help us maintain our sanity.”

How much do you estimate it will
cost you personally this year to repre-
sent the community as Empress XVI?

“Between $8,000and $10,000, atleast,
for the year. I spentapproximately $200
campaigning for Empress. In the first
three weeks of being Empress, I spent
over $1,000.

“I will attend all in-state Corona-
tions and atleast one-out-of-state Coro-
nation. This is all I feel I can attend
without affecting my goals here in the
community.

“For benefit shows over the next year,
I anticipate spending $3,500 - $4,000 on
gowns; $200 on music/tapes; $250 on
make-up; $300 on pantyhose; $350 on
wigs and styling; and more than $1,000
on personal tipping or donations, in
addition to travel expenses anticipated
at $3,000 - $4,000.

“Many people are very surprised at
howmuchexpenseis involved in being
an Empress. These looks don’t come
cheap, folks!”

How much money did the court
raise last year? What are your plans
for the current reign? Who will be the

museumsorleisurely afternoondrives.
And compassionbyloving and respect-
ing our friends in their time of need.
Training for Support Team members
will beprovided by arearesource agen-
cies. While the money is important, we
will consider this year a great success if
we can provide that ‘personal touch’ to
the community.”

Inyour new leadership capacity you
will be involved in many aspects
throughout the community involving
HIV programs and issues. How do you
see yourself relating to these issues?

“David believed thatI would makea
great Empress and saw the potential of
using this position to champion causes
that are so important to each of us.
Through our experiences, I have had a
better opportunity to see the problems
that need to be corrected. David will be
with me throughout this reign. The only
thing I can do for David now is to dedi-
cate my life to making sure that others
do not have to suffer some of the things
he did! I want to be there to help the
families when they have to make some
of the hardest decisions of their lives.

“David and I were lucky in a way - I
had a good job and we didn’t have to
worry about aroof over our heads. But,
Iremember vividly coming home from

follow him
into his 7eign.

sitting there because the person who
delivered it didn’t take the time to feed
him! And he was blind by then! There
are too many out there who don’t have
monetary advantages and no one who
is suffering should have to do without,
either monetarily or emotionally. I bur-
ied my lover. I know what works and
what doesn’t work. While we appreci-
ated everything that was done, there is
so much more to do.

“David and I were together for five
years and shared our devotion to the
Imperial Court System. We were se-
lected to be Prince and Princess Royale
for the 15th reign and were honored to
serve Emperor Bob Jackson and Em-
press Rhonda Mae. Unfortunately,

.David’s health declined to the point

that we had to resign. David waslosing
his battle with theravages of AIDS and
I was determined to stand by his side
throughout the ordeal.

“In my personal moments, I look
backand think, ‘Therebut for the Grace
of God go I, but it just wasn't my turn.”
David was infected with this disease,
and to this day I have still tested nega-
tive. Throughmy personal experiences,
I believe I have found strength and
character because I know that God has
a plan for me, a plan to help end some

recipients of the money? work onedayto find David'slunchstill ~ of the suffering and isolation of our
P y g
“Inexcess of $22,000 was community.
given to charity by the 15th “My memory always
reign of the Imperial Court. PARTI"G - By PAT GILLIAM fades back to happier times
teneedsof hemapryaf |  D0Yohavetumed o manthsand yar i i g
the community wﬂllcziict{ate We shared the laughter, “,’e Shared the tears. a yblazing firg sipping
where funds are used. We The glory of tmthr the pan of lies _ Amaretto. Life was so good
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etary benefitstomoreagen- ; Please take the time to enjoy
cies this year who provide As we made our way down the path of llfe, life for it is so precious and
this y provi : od ik i
services to the community. We experienced the usual toil and strife too short. &
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ee will investigate and rec- . . communi av
ommend recipients and And reachmg fora umty known to none. touched directly or indi-
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oo ions Gave us the weakness to falter and the strength to learn. ifks thatos it give those
“We would like to imple- We built our dreams on solid gIOlmd, who are HIV positive?
mentacourt-based Support And shared a love that few have found- “Dignity, compassion
Team Committee that will and human contact. Interact
givenon-monetary support Alove that will live with the beats of my heart, without fear! It maintains
to individ.uals‘who are in ThOllgh for now, God prepares us to part. your dignity and. theirs.' Dis-
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ing ‘very personal’ serices Until we're together, again' SomedaY‘ Eirblrej to eiiminate the %l[ext)e-
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COMMUNITY

Tarrant County’s latest grassroots group is chomping at the bit, ready to fly

he newly formed Lesbian/
Gay Political Coalition
Tarrant County (LGPC-
TC) has adopted by-laws, elected
officers and initiated the filing
process for nonprofit incorpora-
tion.

As the group develops, it will
serve as an advocate within politi-
cal spheres on behalf of the Tarrant
Countylesbian/gay community. The
coalition will survey candidates for
regional and state public offices to
identify and endorse supporters and
allies; it will lobby and educate on
orientation-related issues; and it
will strengthen the community’s
voting influence by conducting voter
registration drives.

New officers include civic activ-

ists Lisa Raihl and John Huffman
as co-chairs.

Raihl, a Democrat, was active in
the Gay/Lesbian Organization at
the University of Alaska,
Fairbanks, and in state and local
politics while living there. Since
moving to Fort Worth, she has
worked locally on the Martin Frost
campaign. She isamemberof Agape
MCC where she serves in the choir
and helped to form an orchestra.

Huffman, a Democrat and Air
Force retiree, has been active lo-
cally in political campaigns and
served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic Party state convention this
year. He is a director on the boards

for the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby

of Texas and TCLGA; he is the

coordinator for the local chapter
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Veter-
ans of America.

Charlotte Mehal, a Republican,
was elected vice president. She is
a trainer for the Fort Worth Coun-
cil of Girls Scouts and a deacon at
Agape MCC in Fort Worth.

Lynn Person, Democrat, was
elected secretary. A Philadelphia
native, she is serving locally as
president of Colors of Love. She is
a member of Agape MCC where
she serves as a Worship Partici-
pant. A registered nursing admin-
istrator, Person also owns Accu-
Trans Medical Transcription. Her
hobbies include dancing and read-
ing.

Sue Sims, an Independent, was

.l?quennﬂad’(Zowtr1f117llscothtﬂ%errzuicxztzmet
Jor its new line of leadership

n unprecedented 250 per-

;@ sons, including visitors from
throughout the state, gathered Aug.
13 at Ashburn’s for the investi-
tures of the Imperial Court de Fort
Worth/Arlington’s newly elected
emperor and empress.

The theme, “A Black and White
Ball — an Evening of Elegance,”
was carried out with stylishly set
tables featuring black and white
appointments and vases of yellow
roses. Alton Cryer Jr and CJ.
Chamberlain presented a wall ban-
ner to Empress Pat “Cookies”
Wyattand Emperor Melissa Flories,
honoring the new court theme of

“The Rainbow Phoenix.”

Up to 100 titles were named and
some 200 certificates presented.
Tiaras, green/gold sashesand crown
pins were given to members of the
line of succession, who include:

Beverly Winn, Princess Royale;
Mikey “Santa Fe” Brooks, Prince
Royale; De De Deviant, Crown
Princess; Jerry Glazner, Crown
Prince; Jacki Jori, Queen Mother;
Bob Slentz, King Father; Country
Tate, Grand Duke; Glenda
Gardner, Grand Duchess; Serena,
Tzarina; Cryer, Baron; Jerri Dawn,
Baroness; Michael Winchester,
Marquis; Mary Beth Williams,
Don; and Toni Michaels, Reyna.

Committee co-chairsannounced

are Sue Sims, advertising; Winn
and Roxanne Anderson, fund-rais-
ing; Rhonda Mae, Empress XV,
new membership; Robin Hancock,
newsletter; Aaron and Lady Hawk,
special productions; Lisa Reddick,
Pat Powell and Mickey Shields,
support team; Margaret Eyler and
Gardner, telephone.

New protocol for the swearing-in
ceremony this year had honorees
pledging on the Bible their support
to the community, to each other
and the Imperial Court’s 16th reign.

Former empresses Lady Carlotta
and Foxie Roxie, and Empress

~ Jackie O’Dare of United Courts of

Austin, performed. f8

Imperial Court de Fort Worth/Arlington Investitures Ceremony

elected treasurer. A native Texan
and three-year resident of Tarrant
County, she serves as librarian of
the Fort Worth Women'’s Chorus
and as a committee chair of the
Imperial Court. Her hobbies in-
clude computers and quilting.

LGPC-TC will meet next at 7
p-m. Sept. 20 at the First Jefferson
Unitarian Church, 1959 Sandy
Lane, Fort Worth.

All persons within the commu-
nity are encouraged to join as
members of the coalition, not only

to help fund the work of fielding
candidates but to add to the base
of influence and empowerment.
The membership list, while confi-
dential, will be an important tool
in asserting the lesbian/gay com-
munity as a major voting bloc.

Yearly dues are $35 and can be
mailed to Lesbian/Gay Political
Coalition-Tarrant County, P.O.
Box 17437, Fort Worth, TX 76102.
Inquiries may be directed to
Huffman at 817/263-9006 or Raihl
at 817/860-0326. ‘.

(214) 521-6825

BILL'S A#1 MOVERS

Full Service, Friendly Staff
Local and Long Distance
Serving the Community a Decade

1-800-584-5096
Metro: (817) 588-0908

PROGRAM:

SANDY SCHUSTER, MADDY ISAACSON

ON THEIR LANDMARK CASE BEFORE THE
SUPREME COURT FOR CHILD CUSTODY

7 P.M. THURSDAY, SEPT. 1

AT FIRST JEFFERSON CHURCH
1959 SANDY LANE, FORT WORTH
(817) 498-5607 OR (817) 451-5318




' wonder sometimes how this state
continues to operate with the people
we elect into public office. How can
the Republicans say they are against
abortion and then deny universal
health coverage to the general popu-
lation? Somehow it makes more sense
to me to abort a child before it is
born than to allow it to suffer a
painfully slow death after birth.
Maybe I have become too cynical
from all the suffering I see around
me. It could be that I live in the
reality of the situation and see the
horrors that await us. Time will tell.

Recently I met yet another person
who was newly diagnosed HIV posi-
tive. He went off the deep end and
is currently digging his own funeral
plot and having his suit cleaned.
With a T-cell count in the high
800s, he is a bit premature, I think.
It is difficult to help someone who
does not want to be helped or who
cannot see any positive light in this
situation. Granted, the light is dim
initially, but 75 percent of any illness
is what one believes it to be. I get
fearful when someone newly diag-
nosed goes off the deep end.

Of course, every time [ meet anew
member of the HIV club, it stirs
memories. | was cleaning out some
old boxes the other day and ran
across a letter from an old boyfriend.
We dated in 1984. In the letters, my
old boyfriend talked about how if

POSITIVELY POSITIVE

BY ROBERT WEBSTER

Advice to HIV Club initiates: Goals help put
the emphasis back on ‘living’ with HIV

someone was in a relationship they
could be immune to the AIDS dis-
ease.

I always remember the old voices
and how naive we all were way back
in the '80s. But what I find odd is
how in the '90s we still encounter
people in the gay community who
are naive in regards to HIV informa-
tion. This newly diagnosed guy was
terrified. He believed he was due to
drop into the grave any second.
Granted, the road ahead is rough,
but it is what one makes it.

I recommended that he read a
book by Kaiser, “Immune Power”.
The doctor of a friend of mine has
modified the program to help his
patients with diabetes. He has a low
volume of HIV patients but plans to
utilize the program with them. We
were lucky to get Richardson’s Health
Food store in south Fort Worth to
carry the herb supplement.

The hardest part of this whole

illness is trying to convince people
that life is still worth living and that
time can be a positive factor in the
HIV process. It is sad to see such an
attractive young gay man lose the
desire to live long before he has
experienced life.

He was concerned about when to
tell his family and friends about his
test results. He was afraid they would

abandon him. He was also con-
cerned that he would never have sex
again with anyone other than him-
self. Granted, the waters out there
are full of sharks, but there are some
nice men tossed into the mix. The
hard part is that some people elimi-
nate HIV-positive people before they
understand the risk involved in the
relationship. [ am probably the wrong

1DS FR

person to ask about dating in Texas,
but I still try to be optimistic. I wish
we never had to get on this
rollercoaster ride we call HIV infec-
tion, but as long as we are willing to
take risks, we are all eligible to ride
the HIV rollercoaster.

I told the young man to make
several goals to keep him focused. I
ran out of goals for myself the other
day. When there is no need for
growth, we lose our interest in the
present. | had to set time aside and
create new goals. Now, the hard part
is to implement them. Exercise is
always the hardest goal to start. He
seemed to understand the need for
goals and for dealing with the reality
of HIV.

Until next month, think positive,
act positive, and live your life with
passion! {&

Cisneros promises HUD attention to PWA housing needs

Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Henry G.
Cisneros promised AIDS advocates
Aug. 6 that his department plans to
launch new initiatives to improve
housing opportunities for men,
women and children living with

Jan Wynn, LASW-ACP
ATD “ASSOCIATES

HIV/AIDS (PWAs).

The pledge came in an emotional
two-and-a-half-hour meeting be-
tween Cisneros and 12 AIDS hous-
ing advocates. Participants shared
with the secretary personal stories
about inaccessibility in housing,
discrimination and inadequate re-
sources for PWAs, who face illegal
eviction from their homes, loss of
housing as a result of illness and lost
wages, and greater needs for sup-
portive services as a result of declin-
ing health.

In response, the secretary pro-
posed the creation of a new HIV/
AIDS Office at HUD to improve
the department’s planning, coordi-
nation and implementation of poli-
cies and programsrelating to PWAs,
and committed to ongoing dialogue
and efforts to find shorter term
solutions to the problems.

Aimee Berenson of the AIDS

tional organization to lobby federal
government on AIDS policy, legis-
lation and funding, found the meet-
ing hopeful. “In 13 years of the
AIDS epidemic, this is the first time
(HUD) has shown genuine interest
in and commitment to addressing
one of the most significant prob-
lems facing PWAs,” Berenson said.
“People have a fundamental right to
live and die in their own homes
with their friends and families around
them.” Berenson is a steering com-
mittee member of the National
AIDS Housing Coalition, which
coordinated the meeting.

In its 1993 final report, the Na-
tional Commission on AIDS noted
that “more flexibility and attention
by (HUD) regarding the housing
needs of people living with HIV
would diminish the problems of
homelessness” and that better hous-

INDIVIDUAL + RELATIONSHIP
FAMILY THERAPY

# Gay/Lesbian Issues
¢ Anxiety/Depression/Sexual Trauma
¢ Substance Abuse/Recovery

Free Cornsnlleion
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MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
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w e at Agape MCC have
“DREAMS” for every-
one’s health. The realiza-
tion of this dream will take more than
“an apple a day”. Therefore we offer
several health tips based on the letters
in DREAMS as a memory-jogger.

Diet: Choose a diet that is well
balanced with a majority of servings
from grain products, green or yellow
veggies, and fruits. Add in two or
three small servings of meat, poultry
and fish, and another two or three
portions of low-fat milk products.
The final group of food to include
should be used sparingly — your sea-
sonings: salt, sugar and fat. Your
own health situation will determine
your diet restrictions. We're sorry to
report that the “junk food group”
was left off the healthy diet list.

Relationships: According
to Betty Berzon, PhD, a lesbian
noted for research in homosexual
relationships, partners must keep
lines of communication open. One
warning sign of poor communica-
tion is the absence of arguments.
Berzon’s book, Permanent Parters,
offers suggestions on communica-
tion and conflict resolution. No-
where in her guidelines for fair
fighting does she list screaming or
walloping your mate with a purse,
so you might want to go to the
library and check this one out.

Exercise: Walking is a safe
exercise for people of all ages and
fitnessconditions. A brisk 30-minute
walk that raises your heart rate to
one-and-a-half times your resting
rate, done three or four times a
week, will help you increase lean
muscle, improve your heart’s circu-
lation,. lower your blood pressure,
and may improve your love life: you
could bump into another healthy
walker (remember to smile at every-
one you meet!).

Altitude: Your own attitude
toward health maintenance and
health promotion is one of the most
difficult challenges you face in im-
proving or maintaining your health.
If you think of yourself as being
healthy despite getting out of breath

after only three or four minutes of
dancing, walking up a flight of stairs
or chasing your pets, then nothing
I say or write in this column will
convince you otherwise. Nola
Pender, RN, PhD, suggests that
“self-confrontation” — simply listing
your feelings about things like diet,
exercise, tobacco use and recre-
ation/relaxation — is a critical step
toward changing unhealthy behav-
iors to healthy ones. Over the last
decade, we gay men have con-
fronted negative attitudes toward
reducing our risks and significantly
lowering our HIV infection rate.
Now, my pretty, click your heels
together three timesand say, “There’s
no health like good health.”

Maintenance: Most of us
wouldn’t think of driving a new car
very far without keeping it in good
order by changing its oil and check-
ing on the battery and tires every
now and then. Unfortunately, quite
a few of us run our bodies at high
speeds until we can no longer func-
tion, without ever a thought given
to routine maintenance. The sur-
geon general recommends regular
check-ups for healthy adults (be-
tween 20-45) at least every two to
five years (more often after 50). Try
to select a health provider whom

you can develop a trust in and
whom you will be able to visit forall
of your care. According to research,
many of us have some reservations
about disclosing our sexuality to
health care workers. Fortunately,
most health care workers have
proved to be tolerant if not accept-
ing and all of them are bound by their
profession’s code of ethics to provide
care without prejudice. If you decide
to disclose your sexual orientation to
a health care provider and it does not
go well, call me — Deacon Doug — and
I'll read their beads, honey!!

SPiritl.lality: For me, the best
way to nurture my spirituality is to
study scripture and consider it in a
light that reflects positively. The
following verse inspires me to be-
lieve in the possibility of God’s
acceptance of me and from that
possibility a strong faith has grown:
“Let us therefore no longer pass
judgment on one another, but re-
solve never to put a stumbling block
or hindrance in the way of another.
I know and am persuaded in Jesus
that nothing is unclean in itself.”

Romans 14: 13-14.

Of special note: our Smok-

ing Cessation Class will be from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Sept. 18, 20, 25 and 27.

GOO0D LOOKS
Styling Salon

2315 Hemphill St.
Fort Worth, TX 76110
(817) 926-4008

Complete Hairstyling For
Men, Women & Children

RICK TAYLOR

Appointments Available
But Not Necessary

& Linen

Majestic Laundry
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Complete Laundry and Linen Rental

* RESTAURANTS * NURSING HOMES » MOTELS
* PHYSICIANS * DENTISTS » UNIFORMS * BEAUTY SHOPS
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the American Cancer Society at 817/

335-1500; they will be able to tell you CRIMINAL
about other classes. DEFENSE
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leave a message for the Deacons.
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Shared joys and sorrows in community creates

By Rev. JO CRISCO, TRINITY MCC

n discussions about the ills of
society today, it is common

to hear the complaint “we
have become' too impersonal — we
are all just a number in some com-
puter.” "Tis true. However, I think
the world’s being impersonal is just a
symptom rather than the disease.

[ think the disease is better la-
belled selfishness and greediness.

The disease is the selfishness and
greediness which permeate all as-
pects of modern society. From the
Savings and Loan scandals to indi-
vidual priorities, the world as we
know it seems to revolve around “it’s
my right” to “it’s only bidness” atti-
tudes. What a sad way to live.

We grew up being taught “watch

out for yourself 'cause no one else
will...” And we learned well. Taken
to the wall, this attitude becomes
And it is self-

centeredness, self-seeking, that can

selfishness.

destroy an organization, a business, a
church, even a community.
Thisself-focus drags us into greedi-
ness. Whatever we want, we get if we
can, if we're not caught in the pro-
cess. Everything from possessions to
spouses to destroying each other’s
good name or position in life is fair
game — if we want it. Little or no
thought is given to the destruction
or the pain that follows. After all,
“we’re watching out fornumber one.”
I wish I could say that we could
jump from the world-at-large to our

Life can offer you

MORE!

Find out about itat

Trinity MCC

331 Aaron Ave. #125 in Arlington
11 a.m. Sunday; 7:30 p.m. We dnesday

people, our community, and that it
would be different. But we are not.
We can label these attitudes and
actions in our community as “hori-
zontal hostility” or “internalized
homophobia.” The labels may, in
fact, be true.

Whatever the diagnosis, healing
is in order. I do not want to be like

the rest of the world. And I believe
my people who have suffered so
much oppression for so long can rise
above selfishness and greediness.
Having had the wherewithal to sur-
vive — we can be living examples, |
believe, of gentleness, of caring, of
loving, of seeking the best for each
other. '

This one thing [ know for sure:
until your pain is my pain, your joy
is my joy, your success is my success,
your struggles are my struggles and
vice versa;

until we are willing to sacrifice our
own rights for the betterment of our
community;

until we can accept that what
each of us does affects all the others;

until we come to terms with the
notion that we help each other
along the way and “circle our wag-
ons” against attack from our en-
emies...

we are simply fooling ourselves.
We are no people! And we are
certainly no com-unity as in a com-
mon unity. We are just a bunch of
isolated folks talking a good cry in
our beers! {8

Local gay /lesbian Jewish congregation gains holy book

A Torah, the first five books of the
bible, written on parchment and
rolled on two scrolls, has been passed
to Congregation Beth El Binah of
Dallas. The Torah comes from Con-
gregation Beth Ahavah, a gay and
lesbian synagogue in Philadelphia.
When that congregation obtained
another Torah, they decided to pass
this one to another gay and lesbian
congregation.

Beth El Binah was contacted sev-
eral months ago by Beth Ahavah.
The Torah originated at Emanuel
Congregation in Chicago, a main-

stream Reform temple that specifi-
cally wanted this Torah to go to a
gay and lesbian synagogue. Signifi-
cantly, it is being passed from one
gay and lesbian synagogue to an-
other. The two groups held a cer-
emony Aug. 6 in Philadelphia to
pass the Torah. Beth El Binah Presi-
dent Mark Slitt represented Dallas.
The Torah arrives in time for the
Jewish High Holidays of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, which
begin Sept. 5. At their Rosh
Hashanah service, Congregation
Beth El Binah will welcome the
Torah into the congregation and
read from it for the first time.
Members have built an ark to

store the Torah at the AIDS Re-
source Center where Beth El Binah
holds its services. The ark will be
decorated with tiles made by chil-
dren at Solomon Schechter Acad-
emy, the Jewish Day School run by
Congregation Shearith Israel, a con-
servative synagogue located in north
Dallas.

Rabbi Lawrence Jackofsky of the
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations said, “A Torah repre-
sents hope and continuity and is a
symbol of light so it is very appropri-
ate that this Torah be passed to such
a vibrant group as Beth El Binah
and be stored at a place as caring
and providing as much hope as the

AIDS Resource

Beth El Binah president Mark Slitt
carries the congregation’s new To-
rah from the plane at DFW Airport.

Center.”

A Torah s
handwritten in
Hebrew by scribes
on parchment.
The pages are
sewn together and
rolled onto two
wooden scrolls.

A Torah, divided
into a number of
readings, is read
from beginning to
end through a cal-
endar year begin-
ning the week after
Yom Kippur. Six
portions are read
during the High
Holiday.

Six readers from
Beth El Binah will
divide the three
Torah portions
read on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom
Kippur in the origi-
nal Hebrew. o
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CONIMUNITY CALENDAR

CHURCH/RELIGION

SUNDAYS:

AGAPE MCC services, 9and 11 a.m.,
4615 SW Loop 820 (at Anglin exit), Fort
Worth; 817/535-5002. Children’s Sunday
School at both services.

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE MCC-DAL-
LAS services, 9 and 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
(available on video). Rev. Michael S. Pi-
azza, seniorpastor. Nursery and children’s
sunday school at 11 a.m. service. See
guide for address.

DIGNITY DALLAS, 6:30 p.m. at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church, Inwood at
Mockingbird, Dallas. Support and advo-
cacy group for Catholics.

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH
services: Morning worship,10:30 a.m.;
Sunday Night Live! evening service at 6
p.m., 711 W. Gambrell St., Fort Worth.
817/921-LOVE.

FIRST JEFFERSON UNITARIAN UNI-
VERSALIST services, 11 a.m. at 1959
Sandy Lane in East Fort Worth.

HARVEST MCC worshipservice, 10:30
a.m. at 5900 S. Stemmons (I35E at exit
460, just south of Denton).

TRINITY MCC: Children’s Sunday
School, 10:45-11:30 a.m.;; Church ser-
vices, 11 a.m. 331 Aaron Ave., Suite 125,
Arlington.

WHITE ROCK CHURCH WEST ser-
vices, 5 p.m., 1959 Sandy Lane in East
FortWorth, located between Meadowbrook
Drive and Brentwood Stair Road. Formore
information call Jerry Cook, pastor, at 214/
320-0043 in Dallas, or, in Fort Worth, 817/
451-7880.

“Pig-out,” $5. Call 817/535-5002 for time
and place and for reservations.
SEPT. 11:

AGAPE MCC Second Sunday Celebra-
tion, 7 p.m., 4615 SW Loop 820. Monthly
offering of varying worship experiences.
SEPT. 13:

AGAPE MCC Board of Directors meet-
ing, 7 p.m. at the church.

SEPT. 17:

AGAPE MCC Welcoming Diversity
Workshop, 9a.m.to4 p.m.atthe church. To
promote appreciaiton of diversity, prejudice
reduction and cooperation between all
groups. Facilitator: Rev. Colleen Darraugh
of Harvest MCC of Denton.

CATHEDRAL OF HOPEMCC-DALLAS,
Women's Time, 6:30 p.m., at the church. A
monthly gathering of women in celebration of
heritage. Bring something to grill; potatoes,
salad and drinks supplied. See community
guide for address.

ARLINGTON co-sponsored showwith Dal-
las Court, at Arlington 651.

SECOND SATURDAY SOCIAL
monthly meeting, a networking group for
men, 7-10 p.m. Call Alvin at 817/795-1376
for directions.

UMOJA HERMANAS, pot-luck dinner
and discussion, 7-10 p.m. at the Lesbian
Resource Center, 1315 Skiles in Dallas.
Support group for lesbians and bisexual
women of color and their female allies.
Meets the second Saturday of each month.
Call Alpha Thomas at 214/943-8750 for
more information.

SEPT 11:

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH/
ARLINGTON business meeting, 3 p.m. at
Across the Street, Fort Worth.

UJIMA: AFRICAN-AMERICAN LES-
BIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL COALITION gen-
eral meeting, 3 p.m. at the DGLA Commu-
nity Center, 2701 Reagan, Dallas.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED, HON-
ESTY, INTEGRITY AND AFFIRMATION
monthly meeting, 3-4:30 p.m., St. Matthew
Lutheran Church, 5709 Granbury Road at
Welch, Fort Worth. Meeting open to all
regardless of religious or organizational af-
filiation.

TRINITY MCC fund-raiser: Designer
Images will take individual and couple por-
traits, 1-3 p.m. atthe church. $10 sitting fee.
For appointments call 817/265-5454.
SEPT. 26:

AGAPE MCC Spiritual AIDS Ministry
(SAM) Training Session, 7-9 p.m. at the
church. Newcomers welcome.

WEDNESDAYS:

AGAPE MCC Wednesday Break, 12:15
p.m. at the church. Communion service.

AGAPE MCC Study Series: Sexuality
and the Bible, 7 p.m. at the church; meets
every Wednesday in August. $8 for cost of
books.

CATHEDRAL OF HOPEMCC-DALLAS,
Dinner, 5:30 p.m., $5. Rev. Shelley
Hamilton's six-week series of talks on “Evil"
at 6:30 p.m. See community guide for ad-
dress.

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH
Heart Group, Home Bible Study, 7 p.m.,
Bedford. Call metro 817/267-8644.

HARVEST MCC Community Prayer,
6:30 p.m.; Bible Study, 7 p.m.; at 5900 S.
Stemmons (I35E at exit 460, just south of
Denton).

TRINITY MCC worship service, 7 p.m.;
Theological Express Class (TEC), 7 p.m.,
331Aaron Ave., Suite 125, Adington. Led by
Rev. Bélle Amstrong, the Bible relevant to
modem-day living. Different topic each week.

WHITE ROCK CHURCH WEST Bible
Study, 7:30 p.m., 1959 Sandy Lane, Fort
Worth. Call 817/451-7880.

AGAPEMCC choirs: Carillon Bells and
Children’s choir, 6 p.m., Sanctuary Choir, 7
p.m., 4615 SW Loop 820.

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH
Heart Group, Home Bible Study, 7 p.m.,
East Fort Worth. Call metro 817/429-2140.
FRIDAYS:

AGAPE MCC'’s Nite Life, weekly so-
cial/supportmeetings forlesbian/gay young
adults, Agape MCC, 4615 SW Loop 820.
Call 817/535-5002.

BETH EL BINAH Shabbat services,
second and fourth Fridays, 8:15 p.m., Dal-
las Gay and Lesbian Community Center,
2701 Reagan, Dallas.

AGAP.E Méc Colors of Love Barbecue

SEPT. 27:

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE MCC-DALLAS,
Women’s Worship Service led by women,
open to everyone. 6:30 p.m. at the church.
See community guide for address.

ORGANIZATIONS

TUESDAYS:

TWU'’S SALGA, Student Advocates for
Lesbian/Gay Affirmation, weekly meetings, 6
p.m. at the Student Center, Room 110.

FORT WORTH MEN'S CHORUS prac-
tice, 7:30-9:30 p.m. at Texas Wesleyan Uni-
versity Fine Arts Building. Call817/731-0122.

UTAGAY/LESBIANASSOCIATION stu-
dent meeting, noon, Room 115, Social Work
Complex on campus.

SEPT. 1:

P-FLAGFORTWORTHmeeting, 7p.m.,
atFirst JeffersonUnitarian Universalist, 1959
Sandy Lane, Fort Worth. Program: Land-
mark case in child custody. Meets the first
Thursday of each month. For more informa-
tion call 817/498-5607 or 817/498-4855.
SEPT. 4:

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH/
ARLINGTON “Creama Friend," a pie-throw-
ing event, 2 p.m. at the Corral Club, Fort
Worth. Food for sale. Special Court Matinee
Showat6p.m., proceeds for Healing Wings.

WOMEN'S SINGLES mesting, social
group for lesbians, an off-shoot of Second

~ Tuesday. Meets at 7 p.m. the second Friday

of each month atvarying locations. Bring your
own food and drinks. For more information
call Dana at 817/249-1622.

SEPT. 10:

LEADERSHIP FORUM LUNCHEON,
12:15 p.m. at Dos Gringos. Representa-
tives from community organizations meet
the second Saturday of each month for
networking.

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH/

SEPT. 12:

FORT WORTH WOMEN’S CHORUS
rehearsal, 7 p.m. at Meadowbrook United
Methodist Church, 3900 Meadowbrook,
Fort Worth. Snacks and singing; no audi-
tions required. Call 817/498-5733 or 817/
731-9851.

NAMES PROJECT monthly meeting,
7 p.m. at 665 S. Jennings. Education
Committee meeting at 6:15 p.m. Call 817/
33-NAMES for information.

TCLGA Board of Directors meeting, 6
p.m., TCLGA office.

SEPT. 13:

SECOND TUESDAY FORT WORTH,
(formerly First Friday) social meeting for
women, 6-9 p.m. at Mad Hatter’s Cafe. $1
donation. Call 817/485-0134 for directions.

TCLGA membership meeting, 6 p.m.,
Luby's Cafeteria on University. Program:
Board of Directors elections; forumto meet
candidates running for November general
elections. Meets the third Thursday of ev-
ery month. Call 817/763-5544.

LAMBDAMERMAIDSforscubadivers,
7p.m., Texas Aquatics in Dallas at Central
Expressway and Beltline. Meets the third
Friday of every month. Call 214/669-5SEA.
SEPT. 17:

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH/
ARLINGTON Two of a Kind or Better, 11
p.m. at Across the Street, Fort Worth.

NAMES PROJECT Quilting Bee, 2-
5:30 p.m. at the Project Workshop, 665 S.
Jennings, Fort Worth. Meets every third
Sunday.

WOMEN OF COLOR POETRY
GROUP, 5-7 p.m. atthe Lesbian Resource
Centre, 1315 Skiles in Dallas. Readings of
published or amateur works. Meets the
third Sunday of each month. Call 214/821-
3999 for more information.

SEPT. 20:

LESBIAN/GAY POLITICAL COALI-
TION - TARRANT COUNTY, 7 p.m., First
Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church,
1959 Sandy Lane, Fort Worth.

P-FLAG DENTON meeting, 7 p.m. at
Trinity UnitedMethodist Church, 633 Hobson
Lane at Denton. Support group that meets
on the fourth Monday of each month.
OCTOBER 7:

P-FLAG FORT WORTH meeting, 7
p.m., at First Jefferson Unitarian Univer-
salist, 1959 Sandy Lane, Fort Worth. For
more information call 817/498-5607 or817/
498-4855.

EDUCATION

SEPT. 2:

AOC FRIDAY FORUM: Update on the
10th Intenational Conference. 11:30 a.m.,
AIDS Outreach Center, 1125 W. Peter Smith,
Fort Worth. Lunch served at 11:30 a.m.;
program noon to 2 p.m. $10 donation
requested; free to volunteers, persons living
with HIV/AIDS infection or their caregivers.
LPC, social work and TAADAC credits
available. Reservations required by the
preceding Thursday: 817/ 335-1994.
SEPT. 28

CANDYMARCUM INSTITUTE FORUM:
“Spirituality,” with Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman, 7
p.m.atOak Lawn Community Services, Room
200A, 4300 MacArthur, Dallas. Call 214/520-
8108.

ENTERTAINMENT

SUNDAYS:

KNON RADIO: Lambda Weekly, radio
programming for lesbians and gays. 89.3
FM, 2-4 p.m.
THURSDAYS:

LADIES ONLY NIGHT AT BANANAS,
aprivate club at Don CarterBowling Center,
1-30 at Beach Street, from 7 p.m. until mid-
night each Thursday. Country/Western
music, drink specials, dance lessons.
SEPT. 2:

STAGE WEST “Two Trains Running”
by August Wilson, runs through Sept. 24 at
Stage West Theatre, 3055S. University Dr.,
Fort Worth. Contact metro 817/784-9378.

FORT WORTH THEATRE “For Mar-
rieds Only,” Sept. 27, 28, and Oct. 4, 5 at
Casa’s Theatre on the Square, 110 E. 3rd
St. Call 817/738-7491. 3
SEPT. 23:

PLEIADES PRODUCTIONS PRE-
SENTS KAREN WILLIAMS, “The Diva of
Comedy,” 8 p.m. at Agape MCC Audito-
rium, Fort Worth. Comedian rated#1 among
Olivia Cruise entertainment, billed on 12 of
the 14 excursions. Tickets are $12 in ad-
vance; $15 at the door. Tickets available in
Fort Worth at Connections Bookstore, Col-
lections Antique Gallery and Agape MCC;
in Dallas at Crossroads Market. Call 817/
923-4625. ’
OCTOBER 7-9

LONE STAR WOMEN’S MUSIC FES-
TIVAL, atthe Guadelupe Riverin Texas Hill
Country. Registration $95. Call 512/929-
0002.

EVENTS
SEPT. 11

ANN RICHARDS RECEPTION, 5-7 p.m.
at Sundance West.

ALAN ROSS TEXAS FREEDOM PA-
RADE, 3 p.m. on Oak Lawn in Dallas,
ending in Lee Park with the presentation of
awards, speeches and entertainment.

1:

HARVEST MCC HARVEST OPEN,
Four-Person Scramble, Tee times begin
at 11a.m. at Eagle Point Golf Club at the
Radisson Hotel in Denton. Hole in one
contest features a Buick Skylark as prize.
Entry fee $80, includes green fee and
cart; $70 for students. Call 817/321-2332.

NATIONAL COMING-OUT DAY, Lo-
cal events include letter-writing cam-
paigns at social groups; broadcasts on
area stations. Coming-Out Day acces-
sories available through TCLGA.

HEALTH SERVICES

SEPTEMBER

SMOKING CESSATION PROGRAM,
gay-friendly offering of the American Can-
cer Society, 7-8:30 p.m. at Agapea MCC in
Fort Worth. Four sessions: Sept. 18, 20, 25
and 27. $10 donation to the American Can-
cer Society suggested but not required. For
registration, call the cuurch at 817/535-
5002.
MONDAYS-THURSDAYS:

HIV TESTING, Ryan White Clinic
(Health Dept.), 9a.m.- 1 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays; 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. Tuesdays; 1-
8 p.m. Thursdays.

SEPT. 17:

FORT WORTH HEALTH DEPART-
MENT provides free and anonymous HIV
testing, 8 p.m. - 12 a.m., NAMES Project
house, 665 S. Jennings, Fort Worth. No
appointment necessary. Monthly offering
every third Saturday. Blood drawn first visit;
results provided second visit.

SUPPORT GROUPS

DAILY:

LAMBDA AA, 8 p.m., call 817/ 921-
2871.
MONDAYS:

POSITIVE HEALING (diagnosed ARC
or AIDS), 5:30-7 p.m. AOC.

LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS, Arlington/Mid-
Cities AOC office, 179 S. Watson Rd., Suite
416, Arlington, 6-7:30 p.m.

CAREPARTNER SUPPORT GROUP,
St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 1 p.m.

SUPPORT GROUP FORINCEST SUR-
VIVORS, 6 p.m. Call Kathy or Crickett at
817/335-4330 for location.

POSITIVE WOM-EN, AOC, 5:30-6:30

p.m.

SUPPORT ARLINGTON, Arlington
AOC office, 179 S. Watson Rs., Suite 416,
Arlington, 6-7:30 p.m.

FAMILIES HELPING FAMILIES, 6:45-
8 p.m.,, AOC.

EL SOL WOMEN'S GROUP, 11:30a.m.
Tarrant County AIDS Interfaith’s wellness
support for women challenged by HIV. For
more information call 817/927-2437.

HIV SUPPORT GROUP, 7 p.m., College
of Osteopathic Medicine, Room 540.

LAMBDA GROUP CO-DEPENDENTS
ANONYMOUS, 8 p.m., 5316 Wooten.

CARING FOR PERSO-NS WITH HIV/
AIDS, Arlington/Mid-Cities AOC office, 179
S.Watson Rd., Suite 416, Arlington, 6-7:30

p.m.

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP, JPS
Hope Room, 7 p.m.

RAY OF HOPE SUPPORT GROUP,
Agape MCC, 7:30 p.m.

SUPPORT GROUP FORINCEST SUR-
VIVORS, 6 p.m. Call Kathy or Crickett at
817/335-4330 for location.
THURSDAYS:

MAN TALK, support and fellowship for
gays in the age of AIDS, AOC, 6:30-8 p.m.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP, 7-8:30p.m.,
meets at the Family Service Central Office,
1424 Hemphill, Fort Worth.

LAMBDA TARRANT COUNTY OVER-
EATERS ANONYMOUS, 7 p.m. at First
Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church,
1959 Sandy Lane, Fort Worth. Call Joan,
817/232-5261; or D'Anna, metro 817/461-
6418.

FRIDAYS:

LAMBDA ALANON, 6 p.m., 817/737-

7861.




INTERFAITH SERVICE

ADDS RECEPTION

TO HONOR LEADER
Tarrant County AIDS Interfaith
Network’s fall worship service, On
Eagles’ Wings: A Celebration of Life,
is at 7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 11, at
Polytechnic United Methodist
Church in Fort Worth. The wor-
ship service is for anyone whose life
has been touched by AIDS, ac-
cording to organizers.

The focus of the service is on
celebrating the importance of life.
Featured will be students from the
Texas Wesleyan University the-
atre  department and Guy Sells,
music minister from St.
Bartholomew Catholic Church. An
opportunity for remembering and
celebrating those lost to AIDS will
also be a part of the interfaith
service.

Following the service will be a
celebration in honor of Duane
Bidwell, AIDS Interfaith Network
executive director from 1991 until
recently. The Appreciation Cel-
ebration in honor of Bidwell’s lead-
ership for three years will be at the
Student Union Building of Texas
Wesleyan University. Bidwell left
his AIDS Interfaith position Aug.
12 to pursue studies at Brite Divin-
ity School.

Polytechnic United Methodist
Church is located at 1310 S. Col-
lard Ave. at Rosedale Avenue.
Parking is available on the north
side of the church. Texas Wesleyan
University’s Student Union Build-
ing is located at the north end of
the parking lot.

AIDS Interfaith Network hosts
three interfaith worship services a
year for people affected by AIDS.
The next service will be on World
AIDS Day Dec. 1.

For more information, contact

AIDS Interfaith Network at 817/
927-24317.

SAMARITAN HOUSING
NEEDS DONATIONS

Samaritan Housing invites contri-
butions for its fund-raising garage
sale Sept. 23 and 24 at the facili-
ties, 2200 Ephriham in Fort Worth.
Proceeds from the sale will be ap-
plied to the recreational and kitchen
fund for the residents.

Samaritan Housing is a residen-
tial facilities for homeless persons
who are impacted by AIDS or HIV.

Donations to the sale might in-
clude clothing, fumiture, house-
hold items, books, toys and appli-
ances. Goods may be delivered to
Samaritan Housing, where residents
invite a tour of the facilities; or
donors may call Greg Wesley at 817/
625-8024 to arrange pick up.

Residents also invite volunteers
to work at the sale.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FOR HIV STUDY
The University of Texas-Arlington
Psychology Department is in need
of volunteers for an ongoing HIV-
positive cognition study. The de-
partment is seeking candidates who
are HIV-positive or HIV-negative.
To volunteer, contact the depart-

ment at 817/273-3245.

BArs/CLUBS

Across THE STReet, 700 S. Jennings,
Fort Worth, (817) 332-0192

AsHBurN's, 3012 E. Rosedale, Fort
Worth, (817) 534-6630

CorraL Crug, 621 Hemphill, Fort Worth,
(817) 335-0196

D.J.’s, 1308 St. Louis, FortWorth, (817)
927-7321

King’s Cross, 2701 E. Lancaster, (817)
531-3986

Macnoua Stamon, 600 Magnolia, Fort
Worth, (817) 332-0415

Rorer’s Foop anp SeiriTs, 2023 S. Coo-
per, Arlington, (817) 265-5574

651 Aruncron, 1851 W. Division, Ar-
lington, (817) 275-9651

651CLus, 651S. Jennings, Fort Worth,

(817) 332-0745

House), Dallas (214) 351-1901

ConcReGATION BETH EL BiNAH (Jewish),
P.O. Box 191188, Dallas, TX 75219, (214)
497-1591

E.C./CHrisTIAN GAYSIN FELLOWSHIP, (817)
446-1555

FeLcowsHip oF Love OuTreacH, 711 W.
Gambrell, Fort Worth (817) 921-LOVE

FirsT JEFFERSON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
CHurcH, 1959 Sandy Ln., FortWorth, (817)
451-1505

GLAD (Disciples of Christ gays/les-
bians), (214) 946-2184

Harvest MCC, Denton, (817) 321-2332

HonesTy (Baptist), (817) 923-8487

LutHERANS CONCERNED, (817) 924-3966

Trinmy MCC, 331 Aaron Ave., Suite
125, Arlington, (817) 265-5454

WhiTe Rock CHurcH WEsT, 1959 Sandy
Lane, Fort Worth, (817) 451-7880

BUSINESSES, SERVICES

ADT Securmy Systems, 1-800-ADT-4636

ALPHA AND OMEGA PRINTERS, (817) 921-
3670

ALTERNATIVE Visions ViDEo DATING Ser-
vicg, (214) 521-3024

BiLL’s A#1 Movers, metro (817) 588-
0908

Burry’'s Home Per CARe PLus, (817)
545-2464

Book Stop, 4801 S. Hulen, FortWorth,
(817) 346-9055

CasaMANANATHEATRE, (817) 332-CASA

CHuck CampBELL, lawn and home main-
tenance, (817) 572-3517

CourTNey CHATFIELD, financial planner,
(817) 498-1833

B.C. Cornish, attorney, (817)870-9159

Country DAy TRAVEL, (817) 731-8551

DarwIN AND AssociaTEs, bookkeeping,
(817) 589-1666

FLowers FanTasTic, fresh or silk flower
arrangements, (817) 534-3570

Haves PHARMACY, (800) 258-9897

Hourts PRIVATE INvESTIGATION, (817) 265-
1354, Fax (817) 860-7379

Hutron House HaiRoRESSERS, (817) 731-
6801

J3 PHoToGRAPHICS, (817) 923-4625

Lameoa Paces, (214) 880-7577

THELEmoN TREE ANTIQUES AND ART, (817)
332-5519

M-Oneinsurance services, (817)498-4308

Owmeca ProPERTIES, real estate services,
(817) 354-7201

ELen J. PesseriLLo, attorney, (817)
283-6693

ChrisPHLUPS, attomey, (817) 339-1139

PLeiapes ProbucTions, (817) 923-4625

Rizzo AND ScHAAF, attorneys, (817) 877-
0388, fax (817) 877-0380

CHeRvL STRANGE, Realtor, (817) 732-

3294
Two PearLs Bep aND BReakrasT, (817)
596-9316

CHURCHES/RELIGIOUS

AFFRMATION'T ARRANT County (Method-
ist), (817) 656-8056

Acare MCC, 4615 SE Loop 820, Fort
Worth, (817) 535-5002

CatHeprAL oF Hope MCC-DatLas, 5910
Cedar Springs (Behind Ruth Chris’ Steak

ComrUTER BBS’s

Bare Facts Computer BBS, (817)429-
2667

Gay MatcHmaker Computer BBS,
(817) 355-6600

Orxer Sipe Computer BBS, (817) 280-
0775

HeartH, AIDS,

COUNSELING

AIDS CooroinaiNG Councit, (817) 870-
1937

AIDS InFormATIONLINE, (817) 336-0066

AIDS InTerFaTH NETWORK, (817) 927-
2437

AIDS OuTREACH CENTER, (817) 335-1994

SHERRY BREWER, LMSW-ACSW, LMFT, LCDC,
(817) 783-2400, (817) 478-0095

Crisis/Suicioe LINg, (817) 927-5544

HIV Anonvmous Group, (817) 292-9494

INcesT Survivors SupporT GRoup, (817)

335-4330

Lamepa AA, (817) 921-2871

Lamepa ALaNoN, (817) 737-7861

LamepA Group Co-DEPENDENTS ANONY-
Mous, (817) 370-7473

Lessian Resource CenTer's Domestic
Violence Task Force Hotline, (214) 432-
2683

CatHy McGinnis, psychotherapist,
metro (817) 461-4063

Over THe HiLL, HIV testing, 9 am. - 5
p.m., no appointment necessary. 2001 S.
Freeway, Fort Worth, (817) 922-9955.

SAMARTAN Housine CenTer for HIV+
homeless, (817) 626-9398

SexuauTy EpucaTioN CENTER, (817) 338-
4551

TriciA SEYMOUR, MA, LPC, LMFT, (817)
282-2999, Metro (817) 268-4221

SUZETTE SHELTON, MS, RN, LCDC, CCGC,
CADAC, (817) 732-1159

SpiriruaL AIDS MinisTry (SAM), (817)
535-5002

TArRANT County PuBuc HeALTH DEPART-
MEenT, Preventive Medicine Clinic, (817)
871-7357; Testingand Counseling, (817)
871-8920; AIDS helpline, (817) 871-7346

TCMERF AIDS Awareness Cunic, (817)
534-CARE or (817) 534-2273

Ray WorFoRro, LMsw, Lpc, (817) 457-
2673

JAN WYNN, LMsw-AcP, Lcoc, therapist,
(817) 331-1881

Artiaue KA, mp, psychiatrist, (817).

461-5454

ORGANIZATIONS

DFW WowmeN IN Business Grour, (214)
880-7577

FeperaL CLus o DaLLas/ForT WORTH,
(214) 699-5889

FeperaL GLoBE, leshian/gay advocacy
group of government and school district
employees, P.0. Box 50961, Dallas, TX

75250, (214) 264-2800

Fort WortH MeN's CHorus, (817) 731-
0122

GAYAND LEsBIAN ALLIANCE AGAINST DEFA-
maTioN (GLAAD), (214) 521-5342, ext. 816

GAY AND LESBIAN GARDENERS, (214) 339-
0787

Gav/LesBian YouTs, (817) 338-4551

ImPerIAL CourT DE FORT WORTH/ARLING-
ToN, (817) 261-3558

LeapersHip Forum LuncHEoN, (817) 763-
5544

LessiANGAY PoumcaL CoAuTION OF TAR-
RANT CounTy, (817) 263-9006

LeseiaNGAY RicHts LosBy oF TExas,
(512) 474-5475

LEesBIAN INFo. LINE/LESBIAN VISIONAREES,
Dallas, (214) 528-2426

LEesBiaN Resource CENTER, Dallas, (214)
821-3999

MeTropLEX RepusLicans/Loc CABIN,
(214) 520-6655

NAMES ProJect, 665 S. Jennings,
(817) 33-NAMES

PARENTS, FAMILIES, FRIENDS OF LESBIANS
AND GAys/DenToN Couny, (817) 387-1491

PARENTS, FAmILIES, FRIENDS OF LESBIANS
AND Gavs/Fort WorTH, (817) 498-5607

Rice GAY AND LESBIAN ALuMNI ASSOCIA-
Tion, DFW chapter, (214) 821-5979

Seconp Tuespay Fort WorTH (Lesbian),
(817) 485-0134 WowmEN's SINGLES, lesbian
socializing, (817) 249-1622

Second SATURDAY SociaL formen, (817)
795-1376

TARRANT CoUNTY LESBIAN/GAY ALLIANCE,
(817) 763-5544

Texas Gay VETERANS, (817) 763-5544

Texas Human RigHTs FounpaTioN, (512)
479-8473

Uwmosa HermaNas, (support group for
leshian, bisexual women of color, (214)
943-8750

U.T. ArunctoN Gav/Leseian Assoc.,
(817) 794-5140

DENTON INTERFAITH
The Denton County branch
of AIDS Interfaith Network
has moved into facilities that
will better accommodate the
growth of its programs.

The new office is at 920 1-
35E, Denton, TX 76205. The
phone number remains the
same, 817/383-2784.

AIDS Interfaith invites tours
of the new facilities.

DALLAS AIDS SERVICES
Dallas’ AIDS Arms Inc., AIDS
Interfaith Network and Oak
Lawn Community Services
(OLCS) have all moved into
the same building, located at
4300 MacArthur off Lemon.
Each agency has its own space
but all are located in close

proximity, allowing better ac-
cess for clients who are served
by the three agencies.

The collaborative move
shortens the traveling distance
and reduces waiting time for
clients of the agencies, creat-
ing a “one-stop shopping” con-
cept that is patient-centered
and facilitates access to ser-
vices, according to Ron Ander-
son, MD, president and chief
executive officer of Parkland
Memorial Hospital and AIDS
Arms board member.

The building, Highland Park
West, is owned by Harwood
Pacific, which has been coop-
erative and accommodating,
Shelley Vandegrift, OLCS in-
terim executive director, said.

AIDS Arms Inc., a case
management agency, helps cli-
ents obtain financial, medi-
cal, emotional and physical

needs services, including home
health care, funds for insur-
ance premiums, housing, food
and transportation.

AIDS Interfaith Network is
a multicultural, nondenomi-
national organization to help
meet the spiritual, emotional
and practical needs of persons
living with AIDS.

OLCS is a nonprofit, com-
munity-based organization pro-
viding mental health services
specializing in wellness to gay
men and lesbians, and com-
prehensive programs for any
person impacted by AIDS.

An open house for the three
agencies is planned for late
September or early October.
For information call AIDS
Arms Inc. at 214/521-5191;
AIDS Interfaith at 214/559-
4899; or OLCS at 214/520-
8108.
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HELMS

continued fromp. 3

tered her dismay over the senate
proceedings in correspondence to
Senator Phil Gramm and Senator
Kay Bailey Hutchison:

“l am sad and disappointed by
the Senate’s 63-36 vote to with-
hold funds from schools if they
teach the facts about sexual orien-

tation.

“All teenagers have the right to
a safe environment, accurate in-
formation, respect, support and
role models. Your vote

“epromotesignorance over edu-
cation, prejudice over equality,
and violence over respect;

“edepresses gay and lesbian teen-
agers who are denied information,
adult guidance and the opportu-
nity of socializing with similar
people;

“eencouragesheterosexual people
to consider gay and lesbian people
as second-class citizens, unworthy
of protection and respect;

“eattacks family life by foster-
ing isolation over understanding.

“I have studied theology, soci-
ology and sexuality extensively
and find absolutely no basis for
the inferior treatment of any per-
son based on orientation alone. I
urge you, as an official of this
country, to get the facts.

“Thank you for your leadership
in rescinding this bill so that we
can proudly say that ‘America
stands for one nation under God
with liberty and justice for all.”

Letters to Hutchison may be
addressed to 703 Hart, Senate
Office Building, Washington, DC
20510; and to Gramm at 2459
Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC 20515.

Senate conference committee
members include Senators Chris-

topher Dodd, Tom Harkin, Paul
Simon, Dan Coats, Nancy
Kassebaum, Edward Kennedy,
Barbara Mikulski, Dave
Durenberger, Paul Wellstone, Jud
Gregg, Jeff Bingaman, Howard
Metzenbaum, Harris Wofford,
Claiborne Pell, Strom Thurmond,
Orrin Hatch and Jim Jeffords.
Correspondence to them may be
addressed to The Honorable

, U.S. Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510.

COMING OUT

continued from p. 6

stop me. Fear will repress a spirit
until the spirit becomes strong
enough to reveal itself openly. Here
goes....

“Sabrina, It has been quite some
time since we have talked or corre-
sponded. I have missed your friend-
ship, and now seemed like a good
time to drop you a letter.

“For a couple of years, you were
one of the best friends I had. I
admired you, and I respected your
strength. You went through so many
things to get to where you are in
your life today, and I, to this day,
think the world of you.

“The reason that [ write now is to
share one of my convictions with
you. Ithas taken me nearly a quarter

of a century to build the self-confi-
dence and love of self that I have
today. I thank God for his guidance
in my life, and I am ever the
stronger for my religious upbring-
ing. It provided me with a sense of
values and morals that I live by on
a daily basis.

“From an early age, I found that
some of the places where [ expected
to find the most love were actually
the most constricting forces on my
life. For me, I am now happy with
who [ am as a gay man in today’s
difficult world. I have a strong sense
of right and wrong, and [ will never
lose sight of its importance. As I
now consider myself to have grown
up and lived through some very
difficult times fearing revealing my
true self, there is little I can do to
change those times. However, I can
make every effort to enlighten oth-
ers in hopes that other teens and

young adults do not suffer through
years of pain.

“I'’know that you are dedicated to
the pro-life movement and against
abortion. [ also am not an advocate
of sacrificing life. This is why I have
to speak out now.

“Did you know that the teen
suicide rate for gay and lesbian
teens is estimated to be at least six
times higher than that of their
counterparts! This doesn’t mean
that gay and lesbian people are less
stable, less together, or less God-
like. What it means is that gay and
lesbian people are less comfortable
about expressing who they really
are because they fear rejection, emo-
tional violence, or physical abuse.
Trust me when [ say it isn’t easy.
Also trust me when [ say it still isn’t
easy today. Other than my gay
friends, you are one of the first
people I chose to open up to.

Miss Black Gay Fort Worth pageant promotes pridé

A NEW REIGN

anity was named the

1994 Miss Black Gay
Fort Worth in a pageant
sponsored recently by Laj’-
Ray Productions and hosted
by Kings Cross. The pageant
is an annual gala to crown a
new symbolof prideand dig-
nity for the black gay com-
munity. :

Suzanne Lynx, the 1993
title holder, mesmerized the
audiencein her farewell per-
formance as the illusion of
DianaRoss. Carlotta, aformer
empress and the pageant’s
founder, was honored with
an honorary title, along with
Tiffany King and the late

“Some time back, you had made
some negative comments and jokes
about the gay lifestyle and God’s
view of it. | can no longer outwardly
condone such attitudes when [ know
that my doing so hurts not only
myself, but many others.

“I don’t expect that you will

become a gay-rights advocate, but [
do hope that you will open your
mind and consider the possibility
that God loves me without reserva-
tion just as he loves you. | know
that is fact today, and I wanted to
share it with you.
“In Friendship, Scott” és

FOR RENT: |

asking $5,000.

*Efficiency apartment
*One-bedroom balcony apartment
*Two-bedroom house

Located on Fort Worth’s west side near
cultural district, downtown and TCOM.

I

‘78 MG-B CONVERTIBLE
White with black interior and tops. Excellent
condition, runs great. 62,000 original miles,

Send us your coming-out tales
or perspectives by Sept. 16 for
publication in next month’s
Alliance News..

* Look in next month's edition for a schedule of
events and activities sponsored by local organizations.

E ALLIANCE NEWS v SEPTEMBER 1994

*Order your coming-out accessories — T-shirts, flags,
buttons, etc., through the ﬁ[_Tzance, 817/763-5544.

*Fly your banners, show your pride, on Oct. 11,
National Coming-Out Day.

Coffee de LaKreeme. In spe-
cial awards that evening
Ronel, the 1986 winner, was
given top honorof Miss Black
Gay Fort Worth Emeritus.

PROUD SYMBOLS - From left to right: Ronel, Miss Black Gay
Fort Worth Emeritus; Suzanne Lynx, Miss Black Gay Fort Worth
1993; Tiffany King, Miss Black Gay Fort Worth 1989; and, kneel-
ing, the 1994 winner, Vanity.
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