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GAY MEN AND LESBIANS
ARE THE SAME AS EVERYONE.

BUT WE DON'T TREAT THEM THAT WAY.

At Charter Hospital of Grapevine, we where you can address issues such as:
know that when it comes to emotional and  « Addictions
chemical dependency treatment for gay » Depression
men and leshians, there are a few things » Sexual/Physical/Emotional
missing. Like freedom. Respect. Abuse Recovery
Understanding. And pride. » Self-Destructive Relationships

That’s why we've created a special pro- e Dealing with Shame and Guilt
gram just for you. It's called Pride In

Recovery — and it could mean the hegin- If you have an emotional or chemical
ning of a new world of self-acceptance, dependency problem, please call us. And
serenity and fulfillment. maybe, for the first time in your life you

Pride In Recovery offers a safe place can face the world with a fresh, uninhibited
where you can talk about your lifestyle and ~ outlook.

PRIDE IN RECOVERY

A Treatment Program for Gay Men & Lesbians

Located in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex
For a free confidential assessment, call

1-(800)-252-7533

The diagnosis of need for inpatient treatmet will
only be made by a licensed physician.
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We welcome submissions
of materials relevant to the
lesbian/gay culture, includ-
ing illustrations, photogra-
phy, columns, features,short
stories, poetry, reviews, etc.
We reserve the right to en-
force our own judgments
regarding the suitability of
advertising copy and sub-
mitted materials. We cannot
return manuscripts unless ac-
companied by a stamped,
self-addressed envelope.
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Intrepid is published
weekly on Wednesdays.
Office number: (817) 460-
4732.

Copyright®1993. Allrights
reserved. Intrepid, Inc.

No part of this publication
may be reproduced in any
form, by photostat, micro-
film, xerography, orany other
means, or incorporated into
any other information sys-
tem, electronic or mechani-
cal, without express written
permission of the publisher
or copyright holder.

The opinions expressed in
the articles, columns and ads
are those of the writerand not
necessarily those of Intrepid.

Send letters to the editor to
Intrepid. Please include your
address and telephone num-
ber. Unsigned letters will not
be published.

BY CONTINUING TODISCRIMINATE AGAINST GAYS, LESBIANS AND BISEXU-
ALS, THE UNITED STATES IS LOSING THE RESPECT OF MANY IN THE WORLD
COMMUNITY. THE DUTCH AND OTHER PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS HAVE
ALREADY MADE FORMAL DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS AGAINST DISCRIMINA-
TORY U.S. POLICIES. SODOMY LAWS REMAIN ON THE BOOKS, AND SEXUAL

MINORITIES ARE DENIED EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW. ALL THIS

IN A NATION DEVOTED TO “LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPI-

NESS.”

THIS ISSUE OF INTREPID PEEKS INTO THE LIVES OF SISTERS AND BROTHERS

DEVOTED TO THE PURSUIT OF LIFE, LIBERTY AND HAPPINESS. HEREIN ARE

PRIVATE MOMENTS OF COMMON PEOPLE IN COMMON SETTINGS, STRUG-

GLING COURAGEOUSLY AGAINST THE HURDLES THAT WE ALL MUST FACE.

WE HAVE UNEARTHED EVERYDAY HEROICS THAT WOULD HAVE PASSED

UNNOTICED, AND WE OFFER THESE TO INSPIRE YOU AS WE HAVE BEEN

INSPIRED.

THROUGH OUR VIEW INTO THE NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN CULTURE WE

SEE THAT IN ANOTHER PLACE AND TIME WE WOULD NOT HAVE HAD THESE

STRUGGLES BEFORE US BUT, RATHER, WE WOULD BE HONORED FOR THE

MAGNIFICENCE OF OUR DIVERSITY. NOMATTER THAT —WE SHALL ACHIEVE

THATGLORIOUS PLANE INANY CASE, IFWECONTINUE ON ASSHOWN HERE

IN THESE PAGES.

They Said What?

“No one can make you feel inferior
without your permission.”

—Lleanon Roosevelt

“If a man lies with a male as with a
woman, both of them have commit-
ted an abomination; they shall be put
to death, their blood is upon them.”
~Lovidlicus. 20:13

“Like flies to wanton boys are we to
thegods. Theykill us for theirsport.”

~Shakespeare .

Onthe cover

Artist Larry Paul Jones, ina series
of illustrations for faculty art exhib-
its at the University of North Texas,
captured the humor of small-town
influences juxtaposed against
worldly sophistication. His Societal
Shopping Cows,shownon the cover,
mimics characters he encountered
growing up in Mexia, Texas. Larry
planned to launch an exhibit sure to
entertain and amuse by its reflection
of the merriment he enjoyed in his
life. Larry fell short of completing
that project. He died of AIDS last
August, leaving a hole in the art
world and in the hearts of everyone
he touched. See story on page 8.

Advertising Policies

Advertising in Intrepid is based
on a weekly circulation of 5,000.
Intrepidis distributed at clubs, busi-
ness locations and through organi-
zations in Fort Worth, Arlington,
Dallas and surrounding areas. To
requestdistribution information, call
Intrepid, Inc. at (817) 460-4732.

Intrepid is delivered and distrib-
uted on Friday of each week. Adver-
tising must be received by the Mon-
day prior to publication date. Reser-
vations for ad space may be made
with camera-ready copy.

Charges will be assessed for art
thatis notcamera-ready or forwhich
production fees would otherwise be
incurred. Advertisers will be advised
priorto publicationifartand/orcopy

does not meet publication standards
and if any additional fees will be
incurred.

Postscript artwork supplied on
Macintosh® format computer disk is
preferred. Disks returned upon re-
quest.

First time advertisers pay cash
with order until credit terms are es-
tablished. Discounts offered for ad
frequency and volume. Intrepid, Inc.
reserves the right to reject or omit
advertising for which advertisers’
accounts are not current or payment
arrangements made.

Rates available for charitable
events. Advertisers are advised to
check their ads immediately upon
publication and notify Intrepid, Inc.

of any errors or adjustment.

Intrepid, Inc. is not liable for any
damages or loss that might accrue
from errors or omissions inadvertis-
ing as printed in excess of theamount
paid for the advertisement.

All advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval and acceptance
without recourse. The advertising
contained herein that is typesetand/
or designed by Intrepid, Inc. is the
property of Intrepid, Inc. and not that
of the advertiser. The advertiser has
purchased the right of reproduction
in Intrepid only and does not have
the right to reproduce the ad in any
other place of publication.

We are not responsible for mis-
takes, misprints or typographical

errors and will not issue credits of any
kind for such errors. Advertisers as-
sume responsibility for the condition
of the content of advertising printed
and agree to indemnify the publisher
of Intrepid for any and all claims and
expenses arising therefrom.

We welcome your input regard-
ing quality of ads and services re-
ceived. Intrepid screens potential
advertisers but does not make any
guarantee or expressed warranty re-
garding products or services. We
encourage readers to support the
advertisers in this publication.

Intrepid, Inc. is an independent,
privately held corporation and is not
affiliated with any organization, club,
corporation or other publication.
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NADLES, BERDACHES AND AMAZONS:
THE HIERARCHY OFGAYS AND LESBIANS IN NATIVE AMERICA

Coalition for Traditional Val-

ues, the Reverend Lou Sheldon
commits himself to “open warfare
with the gay and lesbian commu-
nity. . .. [This is] a battle with one of
the most pernicious evils in our soci-
ety: homosexuality.” What does the
Christian Right think is so bad about
homosexuality? We are all familiar
with thelitany: homosexualsareseen
as evil because they are said to be a
threat to children, the family, reli-
gion, and society in general. ~

In a recent publication of the

n sharp contrast to the hetero-
sexistviews of some people in West-
ern society, the majority of other
cultures that have been studied by
anthropologists condone at least
some forms of same-sex eroticism
as socially acceptable behavior. Be-
yond that, quite a number of societ-
ies provide honored and respected
places for people who are roughly
comparable to what we in Western
culture would call gay men and les-
bians.

One example is the Navajo people
of Arizona and New Mexico, the
largest American Indian group in
North America. Nadle, a Navajo
word meaning “one who is trans-
formed,” is ap- {
plied to androgy-
nous male or fe-
male individuals
who combine ele-
ments of both
masculinity and
femininity in their
personalities. The
rare case of a person who is born
hermaphroditic, with ambiguous
genitalia orwith the sexual organs of
both the male and the female, is also
considered to be a nadle, but most
nadle are individuals whom West-
ern society would characterize as
effeminate men or masculine
women.

While each society of course con-
structs its own categories of sexual-
ity in different ways, Navajo people
traditionally accepted the fact that
such androgynous people almost

{HEHHK

e U e R R e L R R e O e e

have inclinations to be sexually ac-
tive with people of the same biologi-
cal sex.

Today’s Navajos, like other Na-
tive Americans, have been signifi-
cantly affected by Christian attitudes
condemning homosexuality, but
among those who value their tradi-
tions, there still continues a strong
respect for nadle. We can see tradi-
tional Navajo attitudes more clearly
by reading the testimony of an an-
thropologist who lived among the
Navajos in the 1930s, before they
had been so affected by Western
values. This anthropologist docu-
mented the extremely reverential
attitudes toward nadle. He wrote
that traditional Navajo families who
had a child who behaved
androgynously were “considered by
themselvesand everyone else as very
fortunate. The success and wealth of
such a family was believed to be
assured. Special care was taken in
the raising of such children and they
were afforded favoritism notshown
to other children of the family. As
they grew older and assumed the
character of nadle, this solicitude
and respect increased. . . . This re-
spect verges almost on reverence in
many cases.”

(LG L L EL (L6

To illustrate
these attitudes, this
anthropologist
quoted what the
Navajo people told
him about nadle.
“They knowevery-
thing. They can do
both the work of a
man and a woman. | think when all
the nadle are gone, that will be the
end of the Navajo.

“If there were no nadle, the coun-
try would change. They are respon-
sible forall the wealth in the country.
Ifthere were nomore left, the horses,
the sheep and Navajo would all go.
They are leaders, just like President
Roosevelt. A nadle around the hogan
willbring good luck and riches. They
have charge of all the riches. It does
a great deal for the country if you
have a nadle around.

“You must respect a nadle. They
are, somehow, sacred and holy.”

On reading such quotations, the
insight that immediately springs to
mind is how attitudes toward similar
phenomenonmay differwidely from
one culture to another. Presented
above are opposing views of
homosexually oriented people, con-
demned by Christian fundamental-
ists as “one of the most pernicious
evils in society,” but seen by the
Navajo as something “sacred and
holy.” Why the difference?

R esearch of societies thatdo not
discriminate against homosexuals
suggests that the main reason for
nonprejudicial attitudes is that those
societies have figured out specific
ways that homosexuality can con-
tribute positively to the good ofsoci-
ety as a whole. In other words, ac-
ceptance of sexual diversity is due
not so much to “toleration” on the
part of the heterosexual majority as
itis to distinct advantages perceived
by the general populace in having a
certain proportion of the population
homosexually inclined.

In Western culture, where only
heterosexuality is valued, it occurs
to few people that homosexuality
might enrich society. In Western
writings about homosexuality the
emphasis has usually been on its
“cause,” with the implication that
homosexuality isanabnormality that
must be prevented. In contrast,
among American Indians the reac-
tion is usually acceptance, based on
the notion thatall things are “caused”
by the spirits and therefore have
some spiritual purpose. It is left to
them only to discover each
individual’s spiritual purpose.

-T-radilional American Indians
seem more interested in finding a
useful social role for those who are
differentthan intrying to force people
to change character. One’s basic
character is a reflection of one’s
spirit, and to interfere with that is a
dangerous disruption to the instruc-

tions from the spirit world. Many
native North American religions are
of a type called “animistic”; they
emphasize not one creator god buta
multiplicity of spirits in the universe.
Everything that exists has a spirit.
All things that exist are due equal
respect because they are part of the
spiritual order of the universe. The
world cannot be complete without
them.

In this religious view, there is no
hierarchy among
the beings —the hu-
mans, animals, and
plants —that popu-
late the earth. Hu-
mans are not con-
sidered to be any
more spiritual or
any more impor-
tant than the other
beings. Neither is the spirit of man
more important than the spirit of
woman. Each spirit may be differ-
ent, but all are of equal value. How-
ever, the American Indian religious
sees an androgynous individual as
evidence that that person has been
blessed by being bestowed with two
spirits. Because both women and
men are respected for theirequal but
distinctqualities, a person who com-
bines attributes of both is considered
as higher, as above the regular per-
son who only has one spirit.

In contrastto Westernsexistviews,
where a male who acts likea woman
is considered to be lowering himself
to the subordinate female status, in
the egalitarian American Indianreli-
gions feminine roles are accorded
equal respect with men’s roles.

<
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Therefore, a male who acts like a
woman is not lowering himself;
rather, he is indicating that he has
been favored with an extra gift of
spirituality. He is respected as a
double person. Such an individual is
considered to be not entirely man
and not entirely woman but a mix-
ture of both masculine and feminine
elements with additional unique
characteristics. Such a distinctive
personality is respected as a differ-
entgender, distinct
from eitherman or
woman.

l his concept of

respect for gender
nonconformity is
quite foreign to
mainstrecam
American society
today. Despite the gains made in
recent decades by the women’s
movement, our culture still does not
respect the social contributions of
anyone other than masculine men.
Perhaps the best way to see this is to
look at attitudes toward androgy-
nous males. On American
schoolyards today, the worst insult
that can be thrown at a boy is to call
him a sissy. What does it say about a
society’s gender values when the
worst insult that can be directed to-
ward a man is to say that he is like a
woman?

While androgynyamong males

is seldom defended in mainstream
American culture, it can be argued
that many men need social permis-
sion to express those aspects of their
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Psychotherapist
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Hurst, TX 76054 Metro 268-8008
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personalities that in our society are
more commonly associated with
women. American men in particular
are under constant pressure to con-
form, to maximize their masculine
side — to be tough, to hide emotion.
Seldom verbalized are the dangers
to society of excessive masculinity,
even though the evidence appears
daily in newspaper headlines. Vio-
lence is preponderantly a character-
istic of masculine personalities:
physical and sexual violence by men
against women, children, and other
men is a major social problem. Not
only are men’s tempers not condu-
cive to cooperation in the work-
place, but they also lead to stress-
related health problems for hot-
headed men themselves.

In contrast, American Indian cul-
tures that are not prejudiced against

androgynous persons allow more
flexibility among personality types.
A major reason for this flexibility is
the basic respect that their religions
accord human diversity. According
to these religions, since everything
that exists comes from the spirit
world, people who are differenthave
been made that way by the spirits
and, therefore, maintain an espe-
cially close connection to the spirit
world. Accordingly, androgynous
people are often seen as sacred, as
spiritually gifted individuals who can
minister to the spiritual needs of
others. Inmany tribes, such androgy-
nous men-— called. berdache by the
early explorers and by modern an-
thropologists—were often shamans
or sacred people who work closely
with shamans. Females who were
inclined to take the traditional mas-

FREE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(IF YOUR INSURANCE QUALIFIES)

B Same Day Pickup At Our Local Pharmacies Or
Delivery To Your Home Or Office

B UPS Or Mail To Out Of Town Customers

B Inculdes Emergency Prescriptions

B No Out Of Pocket Expense

B Discounts On Your Deductible

B Absolute Confidentiality Under Penalty of Law

B We Do All Paperwork--No Recelpts To Save

OR
GREAT CASH PRICES

ON DIFLUCAN, ZOVIRAX, CYTOVENE, NEBUPENT,
PROCRI, ETC.
FOR EXAMPLE. . . RETROVIR, 100 Mg Per 100--$132.99

1-800-258-9897

Austin Fort Worth
38th Street Pharmacy Hayes Discount Pharmacy
711 38th Street 426 S. Henderson
Austin, TX 78705 Fort Worth, TX 76104
1-512-448-3784 1-817-336-7281
—DALLAS—
The Apothecary Shop #1 The Apothecary Shop #2
3434 Swiss Avenue Aston Center-UT Med. Cir.
Dallas, TX 75024 5303 Harry Hines
214-823-4520 Dallas, TX 75235
214-688-2422

“IF THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL
PLEASE SHARE IT WITH A FRIEND”

~-TIM HAYES

culine role of hunter and warrior
were called amazons by the early
explorers, after the ancient Greek
legend of warrior women.
Nonprejudiced Native American
societies recognized that the
berdache and the amazon were al-
most always homosexual, but an
androgynous personality, notsexual
behavior, was the defining charac-
teristic. Many tribes had special ca-
reerroles forberdacheand amazons.
Many Indian tribes, believing that
sickness can be cured by the inter-
vention of the spirits, will turn to the
spiritually powerful as healers. While
conducting fieldwork on a Lakota
reservation in South Dakota, an ob-
server noticed people who were ill
calling on winkte (the word in the
lakota language meaning “halfman/
half woman”) to perform healing
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ceremonies forthem. Winktes spend
much of their time helping others,
visiting the ill and infirm, comfort-
ing those in distress, and drawing on
their spiritual connections to help
people get well.

With a spiritual justification pro-
vided by the culture, berdache and
amazons are not seen as a threat to
religion. Instead, they are often con-
sidered sacred. Sexuality—indeed
bodily pleasure—is seen not as sinful
but as a gift from the spirit world.
Both the spirit and the flesh are
sacred. Thehomosexual inclinations
of such berdache and amazons are
accepted as areflection of their spiri-
tual nature. The American Indian
example shows that it is not enough
for a religion to tolerate sexual di-
versity; it must also provide a spe-
cific religious explanation for such
diversity.

Some worldviews see reality as
pairs of opposites: everything is
viewed as good versus evil, black
versus white, the spiritual versus the
physical. Thelatter derides the needs
and desires of the physical body as
“temptations of the flesh,” in con-
trast to the devotions of the spirit.
The American Indian religions take
a different view, seeing both the

body and the spiritas good, as reflec-
tions of each other. As a conse-
quence, sexual behavior — the
epitome of the physical body —may
beseenassomething positively good,
as something spiritual in and of it-
self, as it is physical.

The conceptualization by Native
American societies of the berdache
and the amazons as sacred has its
practical applications. Those male
berdache are uniformly gentle,
peaceful people who would simply
not fill the traditional Indian man’s
role of hunter and warrior effec-
tively. By recognizing that they are
special and encouraging them to
become religious leaders, Indian
cultures give such people a means
bywhich to contribute constructively
to society. Rather than wasting time
and energy trying to supress their
true nature or assuming an unsuit-
ablerole, they are encouraged to see
their uniqueness as a special spiri-
tual gift and to maximize their capa-
bilities to help others. A Crow elder
said, “We don’t waste people, the
way white society does. Every per-
son has their gift, every person has
their contributions to make.” W

ARIES

(MARCH 21-APRIL 19)

Focus on home life, family. Stay
close to the familiar. Don’t stray.

TAURUS

(APRIL 20-MAY 20)

Spread your wings and expand your
boundaries. What seems ridiculous
may really be diversity.

GEMINI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20)

Check references. Details thatescaped
your attention become prominent.

CANCER

(JUNE 22-JULY 22)
Educationbecomeskey. Devotetime
to fundamentals.

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG. 22)

Sun shines in hidden places, lighting
up the obscure. Muchbecomesclearto
you.

VIRGO

(AUG, 23-SEPT. 22)

What you believed to be impossible
becomes simple. Confidence will
gain you respect.

LIBRA

(SEPT. 23-0OCT. 23)

Finances improve along with your
reputation.

SCORPIO

(Nov. 22-DEc. 21)

Goals are met. Possible assistance
from someone at a distance.

SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 22-DEc. 21)

Youlearnto appreciate money-mak-
ing ideas. Independence and origi-
nality will work now.

CAPRICORN

(DEC. 21-JAN. 19)

Focus on your image. Stress dining,
coupled status.

AQUARIUS

(JAN. 20-FEB. 18)

Begin workout program, fine tune
work methods.

PISCES

(FEB. 19-MARCH 20)

Off track relationship resumes course.
Spotlight sensuality, sex appeal, per-
sonal magnetism.
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Polls show most favored Colorado amendment

DENVER-Despite boycotts that
could cost Colorado millions of dol-
lars and a rash of bad publicity stem-
ming from the passage in November
of Amendment 2, most state voters
would not vote to repeal the mea-
sure, according to a new survey.

A majority-51 percent to 43 per-
cent—of respondents to the Denver
Post/News 4 Poll said they would
vote against repealing the constitu-
tional amendment if the issue were

put to a vote today.

Most respondents—54 to 35 per-
cent—said gays and lesbians should
be allowed to serve in the armed
forces. And 77 percent agree that
gays are no different from anyone
else except for their choice of sexual
partners.

Fifty-four percent of those con-
tacted said Denver District Judge
Jeffrey Bayless was right to stop
enforcement of Amendment 2 until

Colorado Boycott

gains religious support

Three religious groups have added
their support to the Colorado boycott.

Rosponding to Colorado’s pas-
sage of Amendment 2, the consti-
tutional amendment denying gays
and lesbians antii-discrimination
protection under the law, United
Methodist bishops are seeking to
relocate theirupcoming conference
from Denver. InarecentSan Diego
meeting, the bishops voted to ask
the Council of Bishops to move the
United Methodist General Confer-

encewhich s currently set for 1996.
In addition, Rabbi Alexander
Schindler, president of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations,
of the Rerform Judaism movement,
said he will recommend that the
group not consider Colorado unless
Amendment 2 is overturned.

A third group, the Association of
Diocesan Liturgy and Music Com-
mission of the Episcopal Church,
has rejected an invitation to hold its
1995 meeting in Colorado.

Getting a Refund?

can help.

in three days.*

keeping firm.

RediTax Refund, Inc.

We can guarantee your refund

Professional preparation of business and
personal taxes by a full-time, full-service book-

Computerized Accounting Systems
Metro 267-0005

*Through a refund anticipation loan.

there isa trial on its constitutionality.

The apparent contradictions tems
from voters beliefs that Amendment
2 bars “special rights” for gays and
lesbians and not equal rights.

Fifty-six percent of respondents
agreed with the statement, “When
homosexuals talk about gay rights,
what they are really saying is they
want special treatment.”

And 74 percent said they thought
the main reason people voted for

Lon Bumam suggested at the Democratic
Party Open House Sunday that he plans
to run for State Rep. Dist. 90 in May ‘94.
He courted the gay/lesbian vote heavily in
his last race for the position.

Amendment 2 was “because they
are against laws that would give
homosexuals a type of special or
protected status.”

47 percent of respondents said the
boycott is making them less likely
rather than more likely to support
repeal of Amendment 2. In Decem-
ber, 43 percent said the boycott was
having a backlash effect on them.

And 59 percent say they think a
repeal amendmentwould fail. Forty-

nine percent gave the same answer
in December.
State Sen. Regis Groff, D-Denver, is
sponsoring legislation to repeal the
amendment. He said that a bare
majority was against repeal is “rea-
son for optimismm.”

“I think that can be turned around.
I think people by and large realize
Amendment 2 was not a good idea,
that it was discriminatory and that
there was no need for it,” Goff said.

Group opposes New Mexico’s
anti-discrimination bill

ALBUQUERQUE-A group gath-
ered on the University of New
Mexico campus to voice opposi-
tion to a state bill thatwould protect
gays and lesbians from discrimina-
tion.

Senate Bill 91 is pending in the
Legislature. It would add gays to a
list of groups protected by state law
from discrimination inemployment,
housing and financial matters.

About 20 people protested the bill
last month by chanting and holding
up signs at UNM.

Lenya Heitzig, a housewife, said
she attended the rally out of concern
the bill will encourage schools to teach

students that homosexuality is OK.
“I’m not sure telling them their
behavior is appropriate is the way to
£0,” she said. “I think it should be
treated like drug abuse or alcohol.”
Dustin Kemp, who called himself
a “Jesus freak,” said he doesn’t un-
derstand homosexuality.
“Theirrights are like evil, man,”
he said. “I’ve been against it since
I was a kid and I always will be.”
Neil Isbin, president of the New
Mexico Lesbian and Gay Political
Alliance, called the group’s effort to
portray civil rights as special rights
“little more than a ploy to legitimize
prejudice.”

Arizona man plans Colorado-style petition drive

PHOENIX-An oganizerofa yet-to-
be-announced drive to enact an Ari-
zona version of a Colorado anti-gay
rights measure says his effort is “a
backlash against all the pro-homo-
sexual garbage.”

The Colorado measure, known as
Amendment2, prohibitslocal orstate
laws that protectgays from discrimi-
nation. Amendment2’s passage last
November has prompted critics to
organize a boycott of the state.

Inplementation of Amendment 2

has been delayed by a challenge in
court on constitutional grounds.

In Arizona, anti-gay strategist
Frank Meliti declined to proveide
details about his 2-month old Ari-
zonans for Traditional Values, ex-
cept to say the group has 3,500
supporters.

Meliti said he has no official ties
to the Traditional Values Coalition
but said he has reccived advice and
organizing materials from the Ana-
heim, California-based group.
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Melitisaid he plans to call a news
conference soon to announce the
launch of the signature-gathering
process to place the Arizonal mea-
sure on the state’s ballot.

“We’re organized,” Meliti said.
“Thedrivejusthasn’tbeenlaunched
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decade ago I met two bea-
Acons on the University of
North Texas campus, and [

was drawnlike a moth to them. They
stood in the spotlight of their effer-
vescence, leaving others to serve as
an audience to their vivacity.

Pat was a powerhouse of genuine
affection. Ifyouwere sitting in dark-
ness her appearance would dispel
the gloom like the sun’s dawning
chips away at the blackened hori-
zon; she doled out sweet compli-
ments and jowl-splitting jibes like a
fortified doctor pushing back an epi-
demic. Mirth was her medicine: she
could turn a nasty phrase or cunning
innuendo so charmingly, so deli-
cately, with that Southern contradic-
tion of genteel bawdiness. We
laughed in herlightand were well-lit
ourselves from it.

Larry, my brightest beacon, in-
oculated the campus withjoyful exu-
berance, insinuating his vitality into
the very fabric, replacing stale air
with an aromatic bouquet. All ac-
quaintances told him their woeful
tribulations and found their rewards
in his sensitive encouragement. The
Johnny Appleseed ofemotional sus-
tenance, he was what Phil Donahue
would have been had he grown up in
Mexia, Texas, too: Larry’s light was
part Opie Taylor, part Pee Wee
Herman, and it shined its brightest
forme. He chose my soul especially,
above all others, to touch and warm
in his balming hands.

Pal was drawn to Larry, toward
her own reflection; I served as the
witness to their combined fluores-
cence. The three of us would giggle
together over the toysshe brought us

LarryPaul Jones wasa self—taug]mt genius at creating stained-
glass masterpieces, riveting illustrations imbued with his
unique brand of humor, and hand-rendered adornments for
home (]ecoraﬁng or for fashion. He gave his work away to
friemls, as ]astmg memories, he said. His true artistry,
however, was in the way he lived his Life: energetically,
confidently and with no apologies of fered.

BY BEVERLY FL

from her Pick ’n’ Save shopping
sprees, swapadmirationtogetherand
thumb our noses in unison at chaste
propriety. Their energy was electri-
fying, burning passionately. We
didn’t know then that a meter was
ticking away.

Larry and I were shockedlast year
when Patwas hospitalized with can-
cer. [t brought the crushing realiza-
tion that mortality was out to get our
legends. The entire campus, refus-
ing to accept such an abomination,
rallied together to fight for Pat. Ev-
eryone flooded her with cards, flow-
ers and encouraging words, hopeful
stabs at assuring her recovery. We
covered her with a cozy blanket of
warm affection tostave off the chill-
ing invasion. Still, her soft curves
fell away to skin and bones. Her
weakened hugs conveyed as heart-
ily the persistent warmth that illness
never chilled.

Larry mirrored Pat’s rapid dete-
rioration as if stricken by sympa-
thetic pregnancy in reverse. His
clothes suddenly seemed capable of
holding two of him. His impish face
turned gaunt and haggard. Daily I
would find him bent over his desk,
his head buried in his arms, too weak
toliftit. Atlunch he could take only
a fewbites before the nausea pushed
his plate away.

Iwasdevastated. Herewas Larry’s
mortality glaring as cockily as did
Pat’s. Here was my gentle playmate,
my inspiration, my rousing com-
panion, my chosen brother, fading
before me. And no one clse around
us seemed to notice.

Lan'y’s nemesis was the onset of

ETCHER

AIDS, the disease that dare notspeak
its name. The campus grapevine
spread the news covertly with light-
ening speed; even still, Larry’s con-
fidantes urged him to keep his trag-
edy “secret.” The director of our
office and our vice president asked
him not to mention his controversial
illness to anyone else. Despite the
obvious signs of his condition, the
campus draped a numbing cloak of
silence all around him. No other
encouraging cheers save mine were
offered up to Larry. Instead, every-
one turned and looked the other way.

In her office, Pat’s peers helped
focus her attention on the matter of
healing. They distributed her work
among themselves and showed her
they needed herthere whenshe could
afford it. They nurtured her, empa-
thized with her struggles and loaned
her their individual strengths.

In our office, Larry met resis-
tance and resentment. Several co-
workers regularly chastised him for
not being cheerful enough, point-
ing out sternly that he owed them
more energetic responses. The of-
fice viewed his silent struggle as
invasive, intrusive. My assistant
complained, “Thisis nota funplace
to work anymore ... ”

Pat was allowed a flexible sched-
ule, limited to several hours a day, to
accommodate the nausea and mal-
aise of chemotherapy. Sometimes
her director superseded Pat’s deter-
mination by sending her home to
rest and recover. Improving Pat’s
health was everyone’s top priority.

Larry’s superiors accommodated
his nausea and malaise by allowing
him to come in an hour later in the
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[ was the subject of several of Larry’s illustrations because our hives were so generously

terwoven. He pmente(l this piece to me ‘or my lnrtl\(lay one summer when | was clown
on my back, bedridden from a car accident, feelmg entirely victimized by the other driver's
msurance company. Larry p(ﬁnte(] me then toward the path of tlmowing off the victim’s role.
and he continued to share his stra)gtlnemng lessons with me. “Get ma(l,” he encouraée(l, “mad

enougl'n to hold your groun(l /\nger laeepa the bullies off us..”

momings. He had to work his 40
hours a week though, they stipu-
lated. They would notallow Larry to
be sick during office hours; his con-
dition outside of that was his own
business entirely.

As his symptoms progressed, the
supervisors escalated their pressure
on him to ignore his physical limita-
tions. The stress took its toll. His T-
cell count plummeted. The extract-
ing schedule stole every bit of en-
ergy he could muster. After work
each day he collapsed into his bed
for the remainder of the evening and
throughout the night. And still the
supervisors wanted more from him.

I heard the rumblings of discontent
then, thedark threats, the thinly veiled
impassiveness. “We need him to
perform his job to the letter,” the
director insisted to me, “and he’s not
doing that.”

“Of course he’s not—he’s sick,”
defended, “the university has to ac-
commodate him as it has done for
Pat.”

“No, we don’t,” she said coldly.
“Larry must meet his job expecta-

tions and that requires 40 hours a
week. We’ll have to be careful how
we handle this of course because his
illness is a ... sensitive matter.”

Aﬁerday-longmeetings consult-
ing with the univessity attorney, the
administrationshoved Larry out into
the darkness, to struggle alone well
out of sight. Larry reluctantly ac-
cepted the leave of absence offered
him —the alternative was to be fired,
stripped of his health insurance.

In the face of such destroying be-
trayal, I quit the university. During
our final days there I joined Larry in
his drive to lift the cloak of silence
imposed on him, the cloak that hid
away his suffering and denied him
human comfort and support. In a
valiant sweep across the campus
Larry shined the light on that taboo
subject buried in the silence. His
vivid beacon burned its brightest
during the telling of his story to all
the faces that had turned away, ig-
nored his wasted frame, watched
curiously, unaffected, as the silence
consumed him. Hestood tallerin the
telling, he gained strength with each

admission: “I have AIDS. I’m fight-
ing for my life. The university won’t
let me struggle here for it, so I'll be
at home, fighting on my own.”

Some among his audience really
didn’t care. Some among them
thought it fitting fate that he should
suffer from a lifestyle that so of-
fended them. But there were some
he touched so deeply that they’ll
never be the same, who called after-
ward, who sent encouraging cards
andletters,whoshared in his struggle
and cheered him on. There were
some who felt the tragedy so deeply
that they’ll not ever stand for si-
lence, who well know now why si-
lence equals death.

Months later Larry was diag-
nosed with  AIDS-related
lymphoma. The telephone- con-
nected his hospital room to Pat’s
miles away. I could hear him whis-
peringweakly to hereachday, “You
still fighting, Pat? Yeah, me too.”
Pat died a few wecks after Larry’s
struggle ended. I figure they’re up
to no good together, pulling eternal
pranks on the angels, concocting

ethereal Pick ’n’ Save toys to send
for my amusement.

Even in his absence I see Larry’s
shining beacon burning ever as
brightly, pointing me to my own
guiding light. His shouts that broke
the piercing silence have illumi-
nated my way.

A portion ofthe world out there
is so offended by who we are that it
would turn the lights out on us all.
Another portion remains unsure,
too timid to fight for us or against

us, pretending that there is no dark-
ness that surrounds us. We have
allies, though, out there, who can’t
find us in the darkness if our voices
remain hushed. We ourselves are
blinded by the cloak imposed that
snuffs our light.

All we have to do is lift the cloak
ourselves, shine our spotlight out
into the darkness and follow in its
path. We are beacons all, capable
of pushing back the darkness sin-
gly and united, but we must choose
to glow. ¥
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ntil the 1970s and 1980s, in-

formation about violence

against gays and lesbians in
the post-World War II period re-
mained scattered throughout per-
sonal diaries, newsletters, and ar-
ticles in mainstream newspapers re-
porting sensational murders. The
topic had been mentioned occasion-
ally but was neither discussed in
depth nor analyzed systematically
in scholarly journals and treatises.
Only as gay and lesbian scholars,
film makers, journalists and activ-
ists began to collectand organize the
stories of those who had lived during
the earlier time did a past marked
and shaped by beatings, robbers and
murderbecome recognized and pre-
served.

To gather data for his book,
Comstock used two methods: by
encouraging self-reporting by vic-
tims to a central monitoring agency
and by surveying lesbians and gay
men. The surveys provide informa-
tion about rates of victimization,
specific types of physical assault,
and the settings in which anti-gay/
lesbian violence occurs; the self-
reports help to clarify the surveys’
findings by providing anccdotal data.

Noted as a ground-breaking ac-
complishmentby prominent mem-
bers of the academic, religious and
gay communities, Comstock’s
book is the first to investigate the
previously ignored complexities
of anti-gay and anti-lesbian vio-
lence. Unlike other authors, who
concentrate solely on the victim’s
experience, Comstock employs
exhaustive research and personal
investigation to focus on the psy-
chology of the attacker as well.
After detailing the historical and
biblical antecedents of today’s
anti-gay violence, Comstock de-
livers a persuasive sociological
explanation of why white adoles-
centmales, responding to society’s
tacit-sanction of hostility against
homosexuals, are the most likely
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to commit anti-gay and anti-les-
bian crimes.

This book is 2 welcome if distress-
ing study of the types and extent of
violence we face, the perpetrators,
and the responses of courts, police
and the media.

— &

Number of respondents in survey: 291
(125 women, 166 men, 68 people of
color, 223 white).

Percentage of all respondents who re-
port having been the victim of anti-gay/
lesbian verbal harassment, which in-
cludes anti-gay/lesbian names (eg.,
faggot, dyke, sissy, manhater, queer,
pervert, etc.), insults, or threats of
violence, having been directed at
themby heterosexual peoplebecause
of their sexual orientation: 89%

By gender of respondents: women,
86%; men, 91%.

By racial identities of respondents:
women of color, 92%; white women,

& against
Gary David Comstock, 319 pp

85%; men of color, 95 %; white men,
89%.

By class background (and gender)
of respondents: Lower, 89% (women,
89%; men, 89%). Middle, 91%
(women, 87%; men, 93%). Upper,
85% (women, 81%; men, 90%).

By yearly income of respondents:
Under $5,000, 85% (women, 81%;
men, 89%). $5,000 - 10,000, 90%
(women, 88%; men 92%). $10,000
- 15,000, 85% (women, 90%; men,
82%). $15,000 - 20,000, 86%
(women, 77%; men, 95%). $20,000
- 25,000, 91% (women, 90%; men,
92%). Over $25,000, 83% (women,
77%; men, 87%).

Language used by perpetrators (per-
centage of respondents reporting
verbal harassment); language that:
disparaged homosexuality, 71%;
referred to God, religion orthe bible,
39%; boasted of heterosexuality,
32%; referred to AIDS, 26%; was
anti-feminist or anti-woman, 26%;
was racially insulting, 9%.

Settings of incidents (percentage of
respondents reporting verbal ha-
rassment): outside gay/lesbian bar,
disco, bathhouse, 41%; on street
in predominantly straight neigh-
borhood, 32%; in senior high
school, 30%; at work, 29%; in a
place for the general public, 29%;
at lesbian/gay event, 29%; in col-
lege, 25%; on street in predomi-
nantly gay/lesbian neighborhood,
24%; on public transportation,
21%; in junior high school, 21%;
in parents’ home, 19%; in other
person’s home, 16%; in an area
known for cruising, not adjacent
to bar, 13%; in own home, 13%; in
other relative’s home, 9%; other,
7%.

Perpetrator's identities (percentage of
respondentsreporting verbal harass-
ment): unknown (stranger), 62%;
fellow student, 30%; fellow em-
ployee, 27%; neighbor, 14%; po-
lice, 14%; friend, 12%; female par-
ent, 12%; brother, 12%; male par-

S Lesbians
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ent, 11%j; sister, 10%; boss, super-
visor, manager, 8%; othermalerela-
tive, 7%; priest, minister, pastor,
6%; teacher, 6%; nurse, 5%; psy-
chiatrist, therapist, counselor, 4%;
fellow churchmember, 4%; doctor,
3%; other female relative, 2%;
other, 7%.

Information about perpetrators taken
from 243 reported single incidents
(percentage of incidents of verbal
harassment, totals equal more than
100because incidents ofteninvolve
more than one perpetrator):

Gender: male, 89%; female, 15%.

Race: white, 75%; black, 16%;
Hispanic,8%; other, 2%; Asian, 1%.

Age: under 21, 51%; 22-28, 32%;
29-36, 15%; 37-43, 6%; 44-50, 6 %;
over 50, 3%.

Number of harasser(s): one, 39%;
two, 19%; three, 14%; four, 14%;
five, 5%: six, 6%; seven+, 2%.

Number harassed: alone, 35%; with
one other, 35%; with more than one
other, 30%.

State law leaves

Can an employer lawfully in-
quire into an applicant’s mari-
tal status or living situation?
Yes. Nothing in federal law pre-
ventssuch inquiry. Moreover, even
in those states that make it unlaw-
ful to discriminate on the basis of
marital status such inquiry is not
absolutely prohibited. Those state
laws merely make it an unfair em-
ployment practice for an employer
to make an inquiry “which ex-
presses directly or indirectly any
limitation. . . or intent to make any
limitations based on marital sta-
tus.” Notwithstanding the equivo-
cal wording of such statutes, pre-
employment inquiry as to one’s
marital status ought to constitute
an unfair labor practice.

gay, lesbian couples jobless, homeless, childless

Can unmarried cohabitants
own property as community
property?

No. Community property—a sys-
tem of ownership used in eight
southern and western states—appl.es
only to married couples.

If two unmarried people are
living together, and one dies
without a will, can the other
recover a portion of the estate
under state inheritance laws?
No. All states have statutes provid-
ing for how a descendent’s estate is
to be distributed if (s)he dies with-
outa will. Under these statutes, the
estate passes to the deceased’s
spouse and children and, if there

are none, to the parents or other
blood relatives. No state provides
for a share of the estate to pass to
the deceased’s cohabiting partner.

Have courts denied custody to
a single parent because he or
she is homosexual?

Yes. Although, lesbian mothers and
gay fathers have begun towin some
custody battles, the majority of
courts still award custody to
nonhomosexual parents. Some
judges deny custody to a lesbian
mother or gay father because they
deem homosexuality immoral. One
court, expressing a reluctance to
discuss the issue, never mentioned
the face that the mother was les-
bian, merely noting that the subject

is “beyond the pale of the most
permissive society.”

Some courts find that homosexu-
ality by definition creates a change
of circumstances sufficient to
change custody, while others raise
the specter of social opprobrium to
deny custody. Some courts find
that the child will be harmed by
living with a homosexual parent.
Frequently, these courts have pre-
sumed harm, since no evidence of
damage was shown. Finally, some
courts have awarded custody to the
non-homosexual parent charging
that the homosexual parents placed
their interests above that of the chil-
dren because they wanted to con-
tinue their relationships with their
lovers.



If we want
to be
victims,
plenty of
people will
be happy
to help us

indy Juniker takes her

morning break at the hos-

pital, joining her nursing
buddies at a table where the gab is
excitedly pitched, focused cheer-
fully on upcoming weddings of the
several there who are betrothed.
Cindy adds to the clamor with de-
tails of her own planned nuptials.
She shares the spotlight with the
others, flashes her ring proudly,
pulls out the pictures of her wed-
ding gown for the group’s copious
admiration.

A newly arrived addition to the
huddle taps Cindy on her shoulder
and asks, “Who are you marrying,
dear?” Cindy, her eyes shining
brightly, her lips stretched into a
face-splitting grin, beams “Dana
Wingate. You know her — she’s a
resident physician in training here.”

v

Cindy says her frank announce-
mentgenerally shocks the system of
thenewly initiated: “Theirteeth drop.
They come up to me later on and
say, “Youreally blewmeaway. This
is the first time I’ve been confronted
by two women being together —it’s
different, but everyone has to do
what they have to do.””

Cindy and Dana are pioneers at
TCOM’s Osteopathic Medical Cen-
ter where they are stubbornly at-
tacking the institutional relegation
oflesbians to invisible status. Cindy
and Dana met at the hospital; their
association blossomed into heart-
thumping, head-spinning romance;
and now they are claiming their
rightful validation as a soon-to-be-
wedded couple by asserting it them-

DANA WINGATE

RESIDENT PHYSICIAN IN TRAINING AT TCOM

CINDY JUNIKER

CRITICAL CARE REGISTERED NURSE AT TCOM

selves, no matter the resistance they
encounter.

The forthright presentation of their
loving partnership is shaking a re-
luctant audience into examining its
prejudices. Some of Dana’s fellow
residents are scratching their heads,
puzzled, poring over scripture and
slowly admitting that perhaps they
took it too literally. Nurses who a
short time ago claimed loudly that
lesbians were headed for hell now
gush over the pictures of Cindy’s
wedding dress and quiz her about
the possible addition of children to
the family unit.

“They’re getting usedto the idea,”
Cindyadmitssheepishly. Andmaybe
that’s because of the couple’s firm
but sensitive approach. Cindy ex-
plains, “We tell everyone ‘We’re
notasking you to accept us, you just
have to deal with it. We’re not going
to live in the closet anymore — we
haveas muchrighttolive as freely as
you do.””

Cindy and Dana display their af-

fection in other publicsettings. They
hold hands walking through the mall;
they cuddle together at a stage per-
formance of “Cats”; they stare
moonily into each other’s eyes, lock-
ing arms while they soak in the faint
winter sun at a park. “We have to be
seen,” Cindy emphasizes.
“Everyone’s going to continue to
think that there’s something wrong
with us if we act like there’s some-
thing wrong with us.”

The pair have contributed quietly
to advocacy by their patient re-
sponses to querulous questions and
by serving up positive imagery. Ac-
quaintances liked them before they
came out and could not so easily
limit their admiration following the
couple’s disclosure. In what could
be a simple understatement, Dana
chuckles that they’ve “opened a lot
of eyes.”

This brave leap comes from two
women who just months ago hid
their relationship and their private
lives out of fear. When Dana moved

here from California two years ago
she encountered a hostile climate, a
culture shock. “Iwasn’tin the closet
at all before I moved here,” she
reflects, “but living here — I got
scared!”

And just two years ago Cindy,
disabled by anaccidentonthejob, in
the vulnerable position of having to
depend on her disapproving family,
was succumbing to their pressure to
try the “straight scene.” “I didn’t
date men butI stayed away from the
bars,” she relates, “I tried to find
myself.” She did find herself last
September when she fell head over
high heels in love with Dana. “I
came bouncing back out of the
closet,” she says, kicking and
screaming according to her friends,
refusing to live by any other terms
than her own.

The motivation for their courage
came from the very source of the
fears that had limited them. Despite
their initial secrecy, the budding ro-
mance caught the attention of their

OUT ATWORK

achieve
that. But,
as this duo
discloses,
we have
other
choices.

peersatthe hospital. Suspicionswere
raised. Rumors abounded. The situ-
ation turned nasty. Cindy and Dana
found their job performances being
questioned. Several on staff, includ-
ing Cindy’s manager, warned them
to leave no room for professional
criticism because they were being so
closely watched, because of the ru-
mors. “We had to give a higher
performance than anyone else be-
cause our being gay was tied 1o
inferiority,” Dana says.

Cindy and Dana took back control
of the situation. That’s when they
came out to everyone. That’s when
Cindy began wearing her engage-
mentring proudly. And that’s when
the rumors started to die down and
the pressure relieved.

“They don’thave anything to talk
aboutanymore now that we’re open
about everything,” Cindy laughs.
“We took all the fun out of it...”

Cindy and Dana are planning a
traditional wedding. Traditionally,
Cindy will take Dana’s name after
marriage. They’ll have children to-
gether. They’ll lead their lives sim-
ply, openly, honestly, enriched by
the freeing lesson they have so re-
cently accepted: we have the control
and power over our own lives, these
two lovers claim, and a duty to our-
selves to retain these no matter how
viciously others wrestle for them. ¥

By

Beverly
Fletcher

€661 ‘bT-L1 Yyosew « (ITUIN]

-l
-a



Volunteerism draws community together
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The rafters reverberated with the
chuckles and buzz of some 60 gath-
ered tightly in the several rooms.
Stray bits of conversation filtered
through the chaos, topics as roving
as Penal Code 21.06 pre-
dictions, pleasure trips
taken, movies critiqued,
treatment of carpal tun-
nel syndrome, purple
tongues, Ruta Lee’s car,
a broken Go-Go Girls
record, and other tidbits
pertinent to survival.

One fine-spirited per-
former engaged in
rankled waiter imitations
and pirouetted his exit to
applause. An affection-
atesocialite doled outher

Vocalist Anita Cook

raptured by the adults at play who
paled Sesame Street’s contributions
to kid’s entertainment.

Grazing at the abundant spread
of croissant sandwiches, pasta sal-
ads, healthy veggies
and dips, decadent
salsa, array of cook-
iesand whatsomere-
ferred to affection-
ately as “Puppy
Chow Mix,” one
might encounter
graceful ballerinas,so-
phisticated travelers,
acclaimed performers,
successful business
owners, community
leaders by the hand-
fuls, and droves of

pittance —a paper cut or two, maybe
a stiff neck by the fourth hour, per-
haps an irritating col-
lection of envelope glue
around the cuticles.
More and more readily
our community is pay-
ingsuch abill tojoin the
mail-out parties flour-
ishing in a get-off-your-
butt era.

Mail-outs are provid-
ing an invigorating
venue for pride, team
spirit, sense of achieve-
ment and socializing. fun.

Good, clean, “family”

ists Spotlight Show drew impres-
sive response for the Sunday after-
noon “Lick ’em and
Stick ’em” party. Rep-
resentatives from Fort
Worth/Tarrant County
NAMES Project, Tar-
rant County AIDS In-
terfaith Network and
TCLGA gathered atthe
NAMES Projecthouse,
joined by their friends
and supporters among
the performing artist
groupsslatedfortheMay
22 show.

According to Earle Smith of the
Tarrant County Lesbian/Gay Alli-
ance (TCLGA) Board of Directors,
work parties are a forum sweeping
the Fort Worth community into a
more unified power of reckoning.

The 8,000-piece mailing for in-

characteristic hugs, isdonating her many, downrightfascinating
which caught on like several talents to the  personalities.

dominos falling. An in- PASS show. Admission into this
fant giggled merrily, en- elite group was mere

The Texas Supreme Court decision on the
Sodomy Law, penal code 21.06, isexpected
at any time now, probably to be announced
on a Wednesday according to knowledge-
able sources.

Given the tightly balanced composition
of the court, the decision could go either
way — yea or nay.

Leaders of organizations representing gay/
lesbianconcerns agreed atthe monthly Lead-
ership Forum Saturday to mark this occa-
sion en masse. The group suggests a public
rally the day afterthe decisionis announced,

Smith’s community focus in pro-
viding this spring’s Performing Art-
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to protest or rejoice as determined by the
court. Join gays, lesbians, friends and sup-
porters as we gather the next evening fol-

lowing the announcement, at 7 p.m. in
downtown Fort Worth atthe Tarrant County

Courthouse, 100 Weatherford Street.

The PASS Circle of Friends Mail-out Party
drew participation from the NAMES Project,
AIDS Interfaith Network, TCLGA and per-
forming artists donating their talents to the
May 22 show. Ruta Lee will emcee; Cleve

E Jones, founder of the NAMES Project AIDS

Memorial Quilt is honorary chair; Drs. Patti
Wetzel and Sirous Partovi, AIDS Awareness
Advocates, are gala honorary chairs. Tickets
are on sale now at all Dillard’s stores.
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troducing the event’s Circle of
Friends sponsorship is the largest
combined undertaking thus far in
our community. Smith, producer of
the Alliance Productions Manage-
ment show, says the magnitude is a
portent of what the community is
capable of and a sign of the growth
we are experiencing.

Certainly work parties such as
these are paving the way for ex-
panded services and programming
with greater impact, serving as well
as a bonding factor between the par-
ticipants. Work that is fun is work-
ing for Fort Worth and the workers
are funnily, busily at it.
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Agape meets money goal

Ready to begin new dream

The congregation of Fort Worth’s
Agape Metropolitan Community
Church has achieved a dream envi-
sioned in 1983, when the financial
foundation was laid for ownership of
the church’s physical structure. The
$200,000 balloon note initiated then is
wellunderhand afterasuccessful cam-
paign to meet its challenge.

The church, surpassing its $50,000
goal, has raised $72,162 in pledges
anddonations that,by February 1994,
will allow refinancing of the balloon
notedueJuly 1995. Refinancing will
pave the way for a new dream, for
continued growth and expansion of
the facilities.

The significance of the church’s
goals has gained the involvement of
other community organizations. The
Imperial Court de Fort Worth/Ar-
lington raised $1,902 for the church
attheir recent turnaround show. Tar-
rantCounty Lesbian/Gay Alliance’s
Fort Worth Formal contributed $975

Tell Coty what you want. Drink
that is. You’ll find him at Mid-
Pointe’s back bar.

Handsome AND single. Scott is
one of the most popular bartend-
ers at the 651.

to the fund. Pleiades Productions
Inc. donated 10 percent of its Jamie
Anderson concert profits. Friends
and family of the congregation have
added to the pool of pledges in rec-
ognition of the value of the church’s
contributions to the larger picture.

Raymond Gill, emperor of the
Imperial Court, urged the audience
at the recent benefit to turn its atten-
tion to Agape as an important entity
within the community, one that de-
serves visibility and combined sup-
port.

Kris MclIntosh, head of the fund-
raising drive, points to the sense of
unity arising out of the project, and
the conceptthatall facets of the gay/
lesbian community are strengthened
by mutual efforts that are becoming
Fort Worth’s hallmark. Any one facet
of the community that grows and
flourishes impacts the community
entirely.

£

A Balloon Note Victory Party
March 6 served as an expression of
gratitude to some 115 supporters in
attendance and finalized fund-rais-
ing for the note. Crazy Entertain-
mentprovideda DJ fordance music,
and local songstress Gina G donated
an hour’s worth of lively entertain-
ment.

Raffles for a watercolor painting
by Jay McDonough, valued by a
gallery at $1,200, and an antique
Blue Willow lamp netted $1,543.
Gifts and pledges contributed at the
party added $3,455 to the fund.

In continued pursuit of their vi-
sion, the congregation plans to launch
a second campaign of car washes,
garage sales and a road rally toward
raising $125,000 for building ex-
pansion. According to McIntosh,
these efforts would provide congre-
gating space and extended facilities
foruse by community organizations.

And we thought only queens used hand gestures! Donna, Rex, Steven
and Daryl celebrate a birthday at Mid-Pointe.

NAME

AIDS dementia

discovery
Scientists have a new clue as to
the actual mechanism by which HIV
infection increases susceptibility to
encephalitis, or inflammation of the
brain. Nearly one-third of all AIDS
patients develop this complication,
with its accompanying memory loss
and other symptoms of dementia.
An autopsy-based study suggests
that rather than being damaged by
the inflammation, brain cells in the
frontal cortex of the brain (an area
responsible for thinking and reason-
ing) are actually destroyed by the
AIDS virus. As reported in Science
News, researchers working at the
Denmark Hill Institute of Psychia-
try in London suggestthatevenwhen
a patient does not have encephalitis,
HIV alone can cause neuron loss.
This hypothesis is questioned by
Brynmor A. Watkins of the National
Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Mary-
land. He points out that ignoring
areas of the brain other than the
frontal cortex may mean overlook-
ing encephalitis in other regions. For
instance, there’s a strong link be-
tween infection in such areas as the
basal ganglia and cerebellum and
various physical symptoms of AIDS
dementia, including limb weakness
and poor coordination.
Controversyaside, the British find-
ing may help shed light on the actual
mechanism involved in AIDS
dementia, eventually leading toways
of preventing brain-cell destruction.

Hose Down Those
Vegetables

Misting fresh vegetables on su-
permarket produce shelves does
more thanjustmake them look shiny
and appealing. It helps them retain
vitamin C as well as their fresh color
and texture, according to a study

CITY

ADDRESS

conducted at the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Champaign.
Wetting down vegetables works
well in these ways for green, leafy
varieties and others with textured
surfaces — like carrots and cauli-
flower — but not for those with
smooth, firm skins, such as toma-
toes and eggplant. For example,
misted broccoli loses only 25 per-
cent of its vitamin C when exposed
to the air for three days, compared to
43 percent for dry ones. So shop
misty markets and store your veg-
etables in plastic bags in the humidi-
fier section of your refrigerator.

Cholesterol

Eggs-fravaganza

An 88-year-old manwho ate 20to
30 eggs a day for at least 15 years
appears not to be any the worse for
wearasaresult. He has normal blood
cholesterol levels and shows nosigns
of atherosclerosis, the buildup of
fatty deposits in blood vesscls that
leads to heart attack. This bizarre
case, reported in the New England
Journal of Medicine, has led to re-
newed debate aboutwhether dietary
cholesterol really is a cause of heart
discase.

It turns out that this man’s experi-
ence can’t be used as carte blanche
to start gorging ourselves on our
favorite high-cholesterol foods.
While most people absorb 50 to 60
percent of the cholesterol they eat,
the ability of his intestines to absorb
it was reduced; rather than storing
cholesterol, his body converted an
unusually large amountof it into bile
acids. The man’s egg-eating habits
were diagnosed by a psychiatrist as
compulsive behavior; he also me-
ticulously documented every egg he
ate. The old timer was quoted as
saying, “Eating these eggs ruins my
life, but I can’t help it.”
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BARS/CLUBS

Across the Street, 700 S. Jennings
Ashburn’s, 3012 E. Rosedale
Corral Club, 621 Hemphill

D.J.’s, 1308 St. Louis

The Locker Room, 809 N. Collins
Magnolia Station, 600 Magnolia
Mid-Pointe, 1900 W. Division
Office Lounge, 3837 Hwy 377 South
Partners, 1912 Hemphill

Ropers & Riders, 3031 S. Cooper
651 Arlington, 1851 W. Division
651 Club, 651 S. Jennings

CHURCHES/RELIGIOUS

Affirmation/Tarrant County (Methodist)
Agape Metropolitan Community Church
Dignity (Catholic)

Evangelicals Concerned

Fellowship of Love Outreach

First Jefferson Unitarian/Universalist Church
GLAD (Disciples of Christ gays/lesbians)

332-0192
534-6630
335-0196
927-7321
548-9938
332-0415
792-3980
737-0503
926-5176
476-5628
275-9651
332-0745

656-8056
535-5002
282-8588
472-9008
921-LOVE
451-1505
214-946-2184

Harvest Metropolitan Comm. Church, Denton 817-497-4020

Honesty (Baptist)
Lutherans Concerned
Trinity Metropolitan Community Church

923-8487
924-3966
265-5454

HEALTH/AIDS/COUNSELING

AIDS Coordinating Council
AIDS Interfaith Network
AIDS Outreach Center
Advanced Counseling Center
CAREMARK

Charter Hospital
Crisis/Suicide Line

HIV Anonymous Group
Lambda AA

The Source

Spiritual AIDS Ministry (SAM)
TGRA AIDS/HIV Information Line

ORGANIZATIONS

First Friday Fort Worth (Lesbian)
Gay/Lesbian Youth

Imperial Court de Fort Worth/Arlington
Lesbian Info. Line/Lesbian Visionaries
Lone Star Bowling League

Longhorn Bowli'ng Association
NAMES Project

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
. Tarrant County Lesbian/Gay Alliance
Tarrant County Gay Parents

Texas Doubles Bowling

TGRA Hotline

Texas Gay Veterans

14 U.T. Arlington Gay/Lesbian Assoc.

1993

march 17- 24

INTREPID

870-1937
927-2437
335-1994
451-2505
924-1177
481-1999
927-5544
292-9494
921-2871
924-1177
924-1177
800-468-AIDS

596-9316
338-4551
261-3558
214-528-2426
695-4849
624-2151
33-NAMES
595-6568
763-5544
656-8056
477-1832
496-1333
763-5544
794-5140

Got something

on?

going

Started a new

group?

Want to share

news?

the

Tell us about it

andwe'lllistyou

in this section.

460-4732
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m March 18; TCLGA meeting, 6
p.m., Luby’s Cafeteria, 251 Univer-
sity Dr. Cartoonist Todd Camp is
speaker.

m March 19: Women of Vision
community center organizing
meeting, 7:30 p.m., call 237-0105
for location.

m March 20: Fort Worth Health
Department provides free and
anonymous HIV testing, 8-11
p.m., NAMES Project house, 665
S. Jennings, Fort Worth. No
appointment necessary. Monthly
offering every third Saturday.
Blood drawn first visit; results
provided second visit.

= March 20: Womyn's Potluck,
Agape MCC, 6:30 p.m.

m March 20: Mid-Cities Social
Club, 7 p.m.

m March 20: Jefferson Free-
dom Cafe: Will Taylor Concert,
7:30 p.m., Universalist/Unitarian
Church,

m March 20: Imperial Court
Show, 10 p.m., Across the Street.
m March 21: NAMES Project
Display Benefit Party at the home

DAILY
m Lambda AA, 8 p.m., call (817)
921-2871.

SUNDAY

m First Jefferson Unitarian/
Universalist Services, 11 a.m.

m Fellowship of Love Outreach,
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

m Agape MCC, 9am., 11 a.m.
m_Trinity MCC, 11 a.m.

m KNON Radio: Lambda Weekly,
89.3 FM, 2-4 p.m.

MONDAY

m HIV+ Healing (diagnosed ARC
or AIDS), 5:30 p.m. AOC

m HIV Testing, Ryan White Clinic
(Health Dept), 9am.- 1 p.m.

m Positive Support (newly
diagnosed HIV+), 5:30 p.m. AOC
m Living with HIV/AIDS, Arlington
AOC office, 6 p.m.

m Care partner support group, St

Stephen Presbyterian Church, 1 p.m.

TUESDAY

m HIV Testing, Ryan White Clinic,
4p.m.-8p.m.

m Families Helping Families, 6 p.m.
m EISIDA y su Vida, Hispanic HIV/
AIDS support group, AOC, 6 p.m.

MEETINGS/EVENTS

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

N D A P

of Michael Toole, 2-5 p.m., 4312
Locke Ave., Fort Worth. Donation
requested.

m March 21: Lutherans
Concemned, Dignity/Fort Worth,
Honesty, Affirmation monthly
meeting, 3 p.m., St. Matthews
Luteran Church, 5709 Granbury
Rd.

m March 21: Lenten Bible Study
led by Rev. Kaye Lee and Bob
Palmer, student clergy, Agape MCC,
6:30 p.m. Supper preceding at 5:30
p.m., $3 donation.

m March 26: AOC AIDS
Awareness Weekend.

m March 28: Supper Club,
Agape MCC, 5:30 p.m.

m April 3: Men's Pot Luck,
Agape MCC, 6:30 p.m.

m April 4 Lenten Bible Study led
by Rev. Kaye Lee and Bob Palmer,
student clergy, Agape MCC, 6:30
p.m. Supper preceding at 5:30 p.m.,
$3 donation.

m April 17: Pleiades Concert, Wild
Hearts, 8 p.m. Orchestra Hall.

m April 17: GLAAD Media
Award Dinner, (214) 526-4523.

m Support Arlington, Arlington
AOC office, 6 p.m.

m HIV support group, 7 p.m,,
College of Osteopathic Medicine,
Room 540

WEDNESDAY

m HIV Testing, Ryan White Clinic
(Health Dept.), 9a.m. - 1 p.m.
m Positive Women, AOC, 5:30
p.m.

m Grief Group, AOC, 6:30 p.m.
m Fellowship of Love Outreach,
prayer service, 7 p.m.

m Trinity MCC service, 7 p.m.
m Spiritual Support Group, JPS
Hope Room, 7 p.m.

m Ray of Hope support group,
Agape MCC, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY

m HIV Testing, Ryan White Clinic
(Health Dept.), 1-8 p.m.

m Caregivers Support Group,
AIDS Interfaith, 5:30 p.m.

m Teen Support Group, AIDS
Interfaith, 5:30 p.m.

= The Men’s Hour, AOC, 6 po.m.

SATURDAY
m Families Helping Families,
AOC, 11 am.



COME ON OVER AND TAKE A LOOK

SUNDAY AND TUESDAY
COUNTRY NITE

WITH DANCE LESSONS
$1.50 BEER

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

KOURTNEY AND DANCERS
WELL DRINKS 99 CENTS

THURSDAY NIGHT

KARAOKE CONTEST
$100 CASH PRIZE

FRIDAY NIGHT

COUNTRY DANCING

7-11 PM. WELL DRINKS AND BEER $1
$1 COVER STARTING AT 10 P.M.

SATURDAY NIGHT

DANCE AND PARTY
FEATURING MALE DANCERS
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1900 W. DIVISION ~ ARLINGTON  (817) 792-3980
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Wednesday
The Magnolia Dancers.

Well drinks $1. No cover.

Thursday
No cover, or take advantage of
Liquor Bust Buy-in:
$4 at the door and only
50 cents for well drinks.

Sunday
50 cents for draft; $2 for Tiny
B Teas; $2 for Juice Drinks.

§ 600 W. Magnolia .

Fort Worth, TX 76104
817/332-0415



