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There is now a Rochester Gay Liberation Front, headquartered at
the University of Rochester as an official student organization with an
office in 202-D Todd Union. a loosely knit “membership® of a couple
hundred men and women, and a monthly magazine. Its meetings have
featured guest speakers ranging from A.C.L.,U, representatives to na-
tiona! Movement lecaders. and it has held a public dance.

Don’t be surprised that vou hadn’t heard the news, because the organ-
ization sprang into existence just last October with little advance notice.
And don’t be surprised at its achievements in two short months, because
it is simply a response to the awakening needs of an extremely large
oppressed group .

It is one of many such groups. The last ten vears has seen the growth
of a strong humanist movement in this country to right the wrongs of
cenfuries. It is tedious to speculate on the souwrce of its sirength or the
direction of movement, but a lot of articulate people in this country
and elsewhere have become personally involved in trying (o redirect
an essentially oppressive and exploitative WASP culture to fulfilling
some goals it has only given lip service to.

Many groups have been conceived in desperation and “dedicated to the

3 proposition that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
g their creator with certain unalienable rights---that among these are
g life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”®
g | It is an international movement, since the Black people in the U.S, are
tied to the Black world. the workers here are exploited the same as workers
everywhere, people evervwhere are suffering from industrial pollution;
the Koreans and the Vietnamcese are simply the most glaring examples of
the vengeance of our “system® against a rebellious third world. Women,
too. are beginning to have new hope that the ®*syvstem® may fall, and now
the international homosexual community is awakening to its place in the
movement, Since the groups overlap (there probably are Black lesbian
handicapped factorvy workers) it can be hoped that a truly international
orotherhood can be developed to bring from the present chaos a truly

human world.
So much for speculation. In this countrv . following the organization

of the first Mattachine Society in San Fransisco in 1950, the gay world
has begun getting itself together. And now, from Talahassee. Florida
to Butte, Montana. gay liberation groups are assessing their strength
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and flexing their muscles.

Oppressive laws can be removed, as theyv have in many [Nuropean
countries, Canada, and even partially in Illinois and Connecticut, but the
struggle goes far deeper than that. The prejudice against homosexuality
in the contemporary western culture has existed for centuries and a hatred
for (or fear about?”) homosexuality is more intense that that against lib-
erated women, Communists, beatniks, orientals or Blacks.

A million homosexuals have been tortured, condemned to death and
burned at the stake for their ®crimes® against the church or the state.
The last official death sentence was over 80 years ago but there are




sti]l 48 states which consider sodom a “crime against nature.” and 5
prescribing life impristonment for this heresy. .

But why ? Is the church’s influence so stro’l:g that they may legislate
*morality® at will? Or does the ‘heterosexual. hate and fear t-he hofno-
sexual so much because he is unsure of his own _sexufal orientation?

And on other levels, more questions. Should psychiatrists be allowed
to pratter about the sickness of homosexual.ity when every strata of our
entire ®system® is full of normal well-adjusted homosexuals? Indeed,
why is the word *“homosexual® used so much as a noun when most people
have had enjoyable experiences with people of both sexes? Why does a
sincere love between two people become evil when they happen to be
of the same sex” Is not overpopulation an evil *crime against nature‘?"'
Can it ever happen that economic and social discrimination be e.Iiminf:tted
for all people regardless of race, creed., sex or sexual orientation?

There are no easy answers to these questions, and this column will
never attempt to supply any. But some thinking must be done if gay
liberation is to happen and the awakening humanist movement is to
fully reflect the human condition.

The first step in consciousness-raising. You, dear Reader, are not
alone. Most of your friends have had homosexual experiences , too,
and they have the same hangups you do about them. In answering the above
questions, maybe you can see yourself as part of an expanding movement
that is asking a lot of questions about a lot of established norms. And
maybe you’ll want to join the G.L.F. or other movement groups who are

desperately searching for a better world.

REPORTS FROM UPSTATE GROUPS

The Cornell Gay Liberation Front

(24 Willard Straight I1all, Ithaca, N.Y.; telephone 607-256-3729)

The Cornell Gay l.iberation Front isthree years old, the second olde§t
student group in the country (after Columbia). We changed our name this
September from the Student Homophile League in order to identify mfr-
selves with other Gay Liberation Fronts and their ideals. We are working
politically to end the sexual discrimination found in laws, job hiring, and
police harassmeni, We areworking socially in several ways: smal!
groups (of 2-4 people, male and female) speak at fraternities, Sorori-
ties, dorms and meetings of other groups about Gay l.iberation, sexuqllty,
sexual roles, and the need for change by straights; we hold weekly meetings,
usually at 8pm Wednesdays in Anabel Taylor Ilall on the Cornell can}pus.
for rapping and business matters, such as a constitution and Bill of Hights
for Homosexuals; we’ve held dances too. one in September and one Nov-
ember 21, Both dances were successful, with large numbers of gay a‘.nd
straight people attending. We put out a newsletter---The Cornell Gay
L.iberation Front News---about once a month, which is available on sub-
scription at 50¢ per year (which pays the postage). We have a library
of many magazines, newspapers and newsletters from groups around !:he
U.S. and the world (some in Dutch and Swedish ). We have for sale copies
of our own pamphlet HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE DRAFT at 15¢, as well
as S.LLR.’s THE ARMED SERVICES AND HOMOSEXUALITY (50¢), the
ADVOCATE (50¢), COME OUT (a publication of NYGLF gay collec-
tive~--25¢) AFTER DARK (not about homosexuality, but run by gay people
and very worthwhile, a *magazine of entertainment®--75¢), QQ (Queen’s
Quarterly--$2.00).

Tired of

Living a

DEAR ANN LANDERS:
Soon the seasonal rat-race
called the office Christmas
party will be upon us. It’s a
hideous ritual which I have al-
ways deplored. Although I've
been reading your column for
Years, this is the first time
I've had the courage to write
for advice.

I happen to be a homosexual
who is making it in the
straight world. 1 live in a

(strictly a cover) but I've
given up that sort of thing be-
cause I don't think it’s fair to
the girls. When they hint at
marriage I feel like a heel.

I'm tired of living a lie and
want {o tell the chairman of
this year’s Christmas party
that I'd like to bring my
“wife’’ who happens to be a
male. If the chairman doesn’t
like it, I won’t go. Do you rec-

Ann
Landers

rather small town where peo- ommend the move? — ZERO
ple view homosexuals as HOUR

freaks who should be read out

of the human race. The man I Dear Zero: If you wantto

live with does not come to the lose your cover — go ahead,
office. We've been seen dining but figure in advance what
out together but I'm sure no you're going to do for an en-
one figures we’'re a couple. core. Also have another job
I've dated several girls lined up — just in case.

by BRIAN (Monday) TANGEN

How about you? Are you tired of living a lie? Are you tired of being
called a faggot---queer---lezy---pansy? Are you tired of trying to hide
the fact that you are gay---afraid of being seen with another guy or girl---
sneaking around in the dark because of outdated laws and ultra- conserva-
tive public opinion? '

Well I am and I don’t agree with Ann Landers answer a damn bit. She
is trying to push Zero Hour back into his closet for good and that’s where
the majority of people think we should be. Are we supposed to be the sub-
class citizens just because of our sexual orientation” Are we to be harassed
and persecuted just because of whom we love and what we do in bed”
We don’t have to be!

This is what G.L.F. is about and for. We need to pull together in a
group---to show people that we are not afraid---to change laws and public
opinion. This can only be done with help from everyone, not just the same
few all the time,

The world is what you make it. Come out of your closets. Show people
we are not afraid---support G.1..F.!




A Manifesto

BY Debbie lLestz

Gay Liberation is more than a group of oppressed people joined together
to seek freedom and justice. Gay liberation is a call to power.

We must all seek our brother’s hand and look with longing and hope toward
a world of unity. equality and understanding. If our brother denies his hand
we must not be defeated but rather continue to work toward our goals and
hope in time that he will decide to come with us and will extend his hand
in brotherhood. If our brother raises his fistagainst us or through the sheer
force of the numbers of apathetic people like him he endeavors to hold us
down or repress us--then musthe know the anger and militancy of our entire
movement. Gay liberation is a call to power.

We must all seek to change the unjust laws of this land until we can
truly say that this country promises justice to all people of any distinction or
sexual orientation. If the system continues to perpetrate injustice and there
is no hope in sight for us then the system must know the full force of a sub-
jected people who will be kept down under no longer. Gay liberation is a call
to power!

It is necessary and beautiful to worship the dove of peace but in this
worship it is too easy to be apathetic and unwilling to fight using the dogma
of this religious worship as an excuse.

We must not be repressed and oppressed because of our (or anyone
else’s) fear and apathy. The time to pick up the gun will come. We must be

ready.
Gay liberation is a call to power!

Inside the classroom

BY LARRY FINE and R.J. ALCALA

On December 7, three members of UR Gay Liberation Front
led a discussion on homosexuality in Dr. Vincent Nowlis' Social
Psychology Seminar: Sex and Gender Role. They initiated the
talk with statements which stressed the need for change 1n
existing social attitudes toward homosexuality. It was mwentioned
that homosexuality is seldom presented as a viable mode of self
expression. For instance, when one is told the facts of life,
homosexuality 1s usually presented with a negative attitude 1f
it 1s mentioned at all. One creative thinker suggested that
children be told that sometime in their life they may want to
share a srecial relationship with soreone (without reference to
gender), and that the rhysiological aspects of both homosexual
and heterosexual love should be explained to them. The rresenta-
tion was made with such candor that several of the class members
felt free enough to speak of their own encounters with homoseéx-
uality. The speakers were given an encouraging reception by the
professor and students.

As part of G.L.F.'s public information program, we have
speakers available to any group anytime. Contact the GLF office
in Todd for details.

The G.L.F. Bookshelf

Here are some books of interest to G.L.F, readers. All are to be found
in the Rochester Public Library (call numbers are given for easy refer-
ence) or ordered through any bookstore. One bookstore to remember is
the Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop, 291 Mercer St., New York City
10003, the only gay-owned gay bookstore in New York.

NONFICTION:

THE GAY WORLD, by Martin Hoffman (1968, available in Bantam paper-
back). Library catalog number 132,754 H699g. A University of California
psychologist’s study of the San Francisco male gay world. An excellent
book.

ONE IN TWENTY by Bryan Magee (1966, Stein and Day) 132.754 M191o0.
Results of Magee’s research into the Furopean gay world in preparation
for two BBC programs on homosexuality. Part one deals with male
homosexuals., part two with lesbians.

THE SAME SEX by Ralph Weltge, ed. (1969, United Church Press)
132.754 S187s. A collection of articles covering homosexuals vs. the
psychiatrists, the law, the church; each written by an expert.

THE SIXTH MAN (1961, Doubleday) 132.754 S799s

THE GRAPEVINE (1964, Doubleday) 132.75 S799s
Both by Jess Stern. The author is a reporter from the straight press,
trying to explore the “problem” of homosexuality. The first book is on
male homosexuals, the second is on lesbians; both are a collection of
interviews and read like a long newspaper article. Despite intensive
research, the author still manages to write with little insight and no
sympathy. Read, but carefully.

THE BOYS OF BOISE by John Gerassi (1966, MacMillan) 132.754 G338b.
There was a crackdown on the male gay community of Boise, Idaho
(pop. 50,000) in 1955-56 that ended up tearing the city apart. The story
of persecution and oppression is retold by an outstanding journalist.

TEAROOM TRADE: IMPERSONAL SEX IN PUBLIC PILACES by Laud
Humphries (1970. Aldine) A study of the guys who dig the furtive life of
tea-room (public restroom) sex. Won this year’s C. Wright Mills award
from the American Sociological Association.

FICTION:

1.LORD DISMISS US by Michael Campbell (1967, G.P. Putnam’s Sons)
Homosexuality is not a dominant theme in this look at life in a British
boy’s school, or is it"

THE LORD WON’T MIND by Gordon Merrick (1970, Bernard Geis Assoc.)
A story of Charlie Mills and Peter, his lover. It is a love story with
nothing censored, and a happy (artificial?) ending. This book got bad
reviews everywhere, even from the Village Voice, but managed to make
the New York Times Bestseller lList for a couple of months despite

everybody.




Dance, anyone’?

By Larry Fine and R.J. Alcald

On December 5, UR Gay Liberation and UR Women’s Liberation co-
sponsored a Liberation Dance in the lounge of the Frederick Douglass
Building at the U of R. The band was the Albatross. They were going
through their warmup while some of us went about putting candles in
the windows, setting up the colored flashing lights, the incense, the beer
counter, and trying to figure out where the change boxes were.

In Todd, Perry Brass. editor of *Come Out®, and two others from
New York City Gay liberation were speaking at the UR Gay Liberation
Front meeting, while the preliminary blizzard of the evening raged out-
doors. Meanwhile, back at the I'DB lounge, people started buying tickets.
The candle on the ticket table kept going out. As the dance floor began to
sprout writhing bodies of all kinds (MMMMMM?!), we started to stop worry-
ing about how much money we could conceivably lose. The Albatross kept
the sound flowing.

.It w.as indeed a liberation dance. Girls were dancing with girls, guys
with girls, guys with guys, and gays with straights without the inhibitions
of social pressure or police harassment. *It’s like a great big party,”*
someone said. *“My dear, it’s far better than any bar!® commentéd
another. We thought so too. It was a much more relaxed situation than
we usually see on Saturday nights. For one thing, alot of our friends
showed up. Secondly, there were more than just a couple of token girls
aroufld, and not everybody there was gay. There were just alot of people
dancing, talking, and sitting around listening to the music.

Of the nearly 200 people there, some 60% were from the U of R; the
rest were from area colleges and the Rochester community.

The Rochester Gay Libevation Front has
opened an office in voom 202-D of Todd
Union (on the UR viver campus) with telephone
275-6181. It fealures a library, copies ofgay
litevature for sale, and a staff of people
lo rvap with you about gay problems. Call
oV come in.

-

NE'S VERY INTELLIGEN T, Witl

INFORMED ANMD UNOERSTANDS

Mis CONSTITUTIONMML RiGHTS -

A REAL
—~ TROUBLE -
MAKER

On Norms
and Nature

(reprinted with permission from the UR

TO THE EDITOR: CAMPUS-TIMES)

What happened in the MDC lounge Saturday, December 5th? I was there;
let me tell you a little about it. There were male homosexuals, female
homosexuals, heterosexual women, heterosexual men, blacks and whites.
What was such an unusual conglomeration of people doing in the lounge?
They were participating in the most progressive and beautiful activity
I’ve ever seen on this campus.

It was the Liberation Dance sponsored by the UR Gay lLiberation Front
and UR Women’s Liberation. But more than a dance, it was a unique
experience in human interaction, free from the rules and regulations of a
society that dictates to its people what is and is not natural for them, I
believe the people in attendance found out more about human nature than
they ever could from one of our current textbooks.

What’s more, perhaps for the first time in their lives, these people
found out what homosexuals are: a group of people who are in no other
way but their sexual orientation different from any other group of people;
people who enjoy each other’s company and who interact with each other

with warmth and sincerity.
I hope to see activities like this dance continue because they are

essential for the realization of liberation. Only by giving people of different
backgrounds opportunities to interact with each other in settings that they
mutually find natural can they see that their differences are not so great

after all.

Patricia Evers

[These places have been very cooperative in
gposting our advertising and we should support
them with our business:

The Great Rainbow--Main St. East
Flectric Walrus--East Ave.

The Frog--Clinton Ave,
Fuphoria--Court St.

The Turf Bar

The Riverview--South Ave.

The 212--York St.

Calendar

CONTINUING EVENTS:

SUNDAYS--the Mattachine Society of the
Niagara Frontier meets alternate Sunday s
in Buffalo at the Unitarian Churchon West
Ferry.

SUNDAYS--U.R. Women’s I iberation meets
Sundays at 7:30 in Anthony l.ounge

WEDNESDAYS--The Cornell Gay I.iberation
Front meets \Wednesday nights in Ithaca
in Anabel Taylor Hall on the Cornell
campus.

SATURDAYS--Rochester Gay l.iberation
Front meetings weekly, 7:30 pm in Todd
Hall, second floor, on the University of

Rochester river campus.




REFLECTIONS: I

Thoughts on Gay Liberation

By Bob Osborn

I grew up in the *South,” and went to the deep south on civil rights
projects. Ten years ago pcople were assuring me that the *Nigras®
were happy in their place and didn’t want northern-style “liberation.”
They had jobs and schools and anyway therce weren’t so many of them
that people should worry about their cconomic problems or their self-
respect too.

I’m telling this because I sce the Gay world in that light. The straight
world thinks of the homoscxual as a substandard person bul a member of
an insigmificanl minority group. There are two major differences. how-
vier. First, it was not a ¢rime to be black and toactthe part. The church
has decreed that it is a c¢rime to commit homosexual acts, and the
<tate has written this discrimination into the legal system. Secondiy, it
was generally impossible for the Negro to conceal his minority member -
ship—his black face gave him away. Ile had to accept the life the world
pvlanned for him or change it—there was no middie ground. The homao-
sexual. on the other hand. can easily hide in the straight world and live a
Jdouble life in sceret. e or she actually has something to risk by working
as part of an oppressed group for liberation.

The Gay Liberation Front exists te create ahuman world; a ptace where
people are respected because they arc human bein gs. not because they are
sdistinguishable from the majority or are a part of the “svstem.® In
reatlizing this we realize that our struggle isno different from the struggle
of gther oppressed peoples, and that sione shall be free until all are free.

i borrow another example from the black civil rights struggle: the
laws must be changed. and they can be. Butthis is not enough; attitudes
musi  also change, both inside and outside the oppressed group. A black
family may not be legaliy restricled from moving to a house in the while
suburbs. but there are still things that prevent him. Similarly, repeal of
he sodomy statules in [llinois and Connecticut has not turned Chicago
wnd Hartford into gay sanctuaries.

l.ike Martin L.uther King, I have a dream:

And in this dream 1 see a world where there are constitutional guar-
antees  of protection against discerimination not only by race, creed,
national origin, or sex, but also by sexual orientation. . .

[ dream of a world of love in which it will be perfectly natural to see
gay  men and women holding hands and kissing on the main street of
Rochester and dancing along with straight coupies at public dances. . .
A world where a person may share love with a person of the same sex
without fear that he is locked into homosexuality, or that his whole life
may  be  ruined thereby. . . a world in which the words *queer® and
*fagrot® have disappeared from the language along with the other words
of oppression like *nigger.” “kike.® “broad.®” and *gook.”

I have a dream that there will come a time when a person is judged
by the content of his character rather than the color of his skin— or his
sexual orientation.

The only thing we have to fear is fear itseif. And freedom from fear is
liberation. The things in my dream are real— they do exist in parts of the
world. l.et us work together to make them happen here. This is the

revolution!

GINZBURG

by Debbie Lestz

Allan Ginzburg, the poet and performer,
had an exhilarating effect on me as Ilistened
to him in Upper Strong auditorium. He com-
manded my respect and almost adoration not
only because of his fine achievements but
because of his fame and acceptance in the
straight world.

After his program, I and several other
members of Rochester G.L.F. attended a
relatively small private party at a home
nearby. It is still with great emotion 1
recall the fantastic warmth and intelligence
of this man. He was so much into each person
he conversed with and had such strength
and awareness..

The atmosphere of the whole room was
dynamic yet relaxed and filled with such a
feeling of people really enjoying and under-

standing each other. It was one of the best
experiences of my life and the beautiful vi-
brations of that room are still very much a
part of me,

I supposed I am prejudiced slightly be-
cause of a simple action on Allan Ginzberg’s
part that brought me ecstatic, childish joy
at first and later moved me almost to tears. In
rapping throughout the evening we discussed
gay problems and he came to know I was a
gay woman, As I left, Allan kissed me good-
bye on the mouth--not as a man to a woman
or a gay man to a gay woman but as one
caring human being to another.It wasthe most
beautiful compliment I have ever been paid.

I guess that’s what it really is all about.
People need to care about each- other as
human beings first and respect and love all
those things that go along with this. Other
relationghips will easily and more sincerely
follow.
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by DEBBIE 1.ESTZ . /// \

I long to touch you

Alone, unafraid

My mouth to seek yours

To ecarture all of your herdness
and softness.

I week for your body

Warrm and breathing heavily against me. .

The rhythmic pulsating

Of the havrpiness I want so much to
2ive you.

Lisa, 1f only the faces were not at
the window.

If only the starirge mrmoon-shaped eyes

Would fade and die with the burst of
mornings fire.

I seek to entwine my body

So lovingly with yours

Until I and me are no more,

Are forgotten, are withered

And only we remain, orly us

Only the beauty and sacredress of our
unity together.

But God--the faces, the horrid awful
fucking sneers

And grins and sounds of fingers

furbling to get inside ry window.

I won't let them come.

I won't let the faces defeat me.
Dear lisa,

Sweet soft tender one lying with your
lips against my breast--

Let our rleasure mrount until only sleepy

Soft siehs cf closeness remain.
Remain to help us throush the night
Until morning when we must part

To hide among the staring statues.
Fuck youtl

I won't succunt.

I'11 1live and love and cry at the

I'11

beauty cf a starlit night.
kiss the trcwnness of the esasrth

And segrch the heavens for my star--

The tiny waverineg tingling that greets me

Alone on cloudless winter nigehts.
Fuck youl

I1'11 love and 1live and fight

Until my kteaten body car rnc longer

Once

afgain rise fror the ground.

I may die

But 1t shrall not be in defeat.
I have love.

I hasve lisa.

I have myself.

I am
I ar
That
Ever
I am

nryself and I ar rroud.

rroud to be a8 woman and rroud

I have a love =s¢ many will never
realize.

me.
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ROCHESTER GAY LIBERATION FRONT

SCHEDULE

OCTOBER 3: GAY LIBERATION--remarks on the gay liberation movement by
members of Rochester, Ithaca, and Buffalo homophile groups.

OCTOBER 17: MILITARY SERVICE & THE HOMOSEXUAL-~talk on legal rights and
remedys in Selective Service and military law, especielly
as pertains to the homoscxual.

NOVEMBER T: HOI'OSEXUALS AilD THE LAW--talk by a lawyer on municipal, state
and federal statutes that pertain to the gay world, and on
your rights if arrested. “iscussion of repression and
oprression in practice.

NOVEMBER 21: WOMEN'S LIBERATION--talk and discussion of the general women's
liberation movement locally and worldwide, and its relation
to gay liberation.

DECEMEER 5: GAY LIBERATION NOW--talk on the Movemecnt by members of the
New York City and the Philadelphia Gay Liberation Froat.

DECEMBER 12: RAF SESSION--Whither gay liberation in Rochester; in the
world® What can we do? What must we do® -

JANUARY 9: VENEREAL DISEASE--a doctor talks on the problem in upstate
New York, and some solutions.

JANUARY 23: PSYCHOLOGY CF HOMOSEXUALITY--a psychologist attempts to bridge |
the communications gap between the clinic and the real world.

FEBRUARY 6: GAY LITERATURE--group discussion of the bocks and magazines
produced by and about the gay world.

FEBRUARY 20: DIALGGUE WITH THE ChURCH--a ranel of clergymen (not all pro!)
discucss the churech's views con sexuality and human rights.

MARCH 6: HOMOSEXUALITY IN SUGRUGATEL INSTITUTIGHS--2 study of cne ¢r mcre
of the fcllowing: men's or women's prisons, rcformetories,
boy's or girl's schocls, mental institutions, religious orders

All meetings are 7:3C pm in Upper Todd on the University of
Rochester river campus. On alternate wecks there are group

discussions and rommittee meetings--same time and place.

GAY COUNSELING SERVICES:

Gay Liberation Front (275-6181)
Rev. Dennis Borst (271-6480)
Switchboard (464-9908)
(275-4445)

Crisis Service
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The Five Freedoms:

| Freedom of speech and expression

Z. Freedom of every person to worship

God in his own way.

3. Freedom from want.

4. Freedom from fear.

5. Freedom to love.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE




