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This distinguished gentleman is Tony
Stingley, general manager of Pharr Library.
As an avid supporter of every Gay activity
and function in Atlanta, he is sponsoring
the new Miss Pham Library Pageant next
Wednesday, May 12th and awarding

$1000 in cash to the winner.
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S Gray MIDNIGHT TILL CLOSING
otographer

Alan Eberhart $400 Bar Brands $1°° Beer

Distribution

Rivendell Marketing
National Advertising Agency (212) 242-6863

Sunday, May 9th
MOTHER’S DAY

In Honor of Our Mother Dora
Who is Recuperating.

PARTY DISCO

_ _ WEEKLY Mother Dora’s-Mother's Day

R & R PUSLICATIONS, INC. BRUNCH SPECIAL

Zﬁ? P'iedénom Av%%gSBNE Eggs Benedict

siviiece- M OPEN EVERY NIGHT
ONLY 9495 42:30 till 4

DATING GAME TILL DAWN
3 May 12th
M _E M B _E R [rrrpi o
JCI GAY PRESS ASSOCIATION | 404 885-9164
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1888 CHESHIRE BRIDGE ROAD 404 872-1291




) CRUISING AROUND C [RUISING AROUND CIY

——

The Amory's patio is the place to go these days to get some sun, get a cool '
drink and meet with friends.

Scruples on Virginia Avenue offers friendly bartenders, a scrumptious Sunday
buffet and now they are also offering lunch every day starting at noon.

When You're Gay, Vacations Are No Fun
- If You Have To Play It Straight

A TRIPS
; UNLIMITED

(NEXT TO TEXAS DRILLING CO.)
Airline Tickets Car Rentals

Hotel Reservations No Service Charges l B '2 ! Dy
1004 Virginia Ave., N.E. Atlanta, Georgia 30306 404-872-8747 (USA-TRIP) 550 PHARR ROAD ATLANTA 404/262-2525 I .
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FROM ONE
BEER LOVER
TO ANOTHER

..STROH'S OR
. STROH LIGHT

Chena Black was wonderful in her
special entitled “Just Because”, on
stage at lllusions last Monday night.

2345 CHESHIRE BRIDGE ROAD 404 320-1219

Distributed by
Premium Beverage. Inc.
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TUESDAY NIGHT is
STUDENT NIGHT with

ALL Lockers $1.00
With Student I.D. &
Valid Membership

FREE SUNDAY

BUFFET
6:00 PM

’ . ) 2
A T\
France Joli wore the crowds out with ’
here two shows at Backstreet last

Sunday for T-Dance.

} | COCKTAIL HOUR PRICES
| WELL BRANDS & BEER

WEDNESDIANS

AT

The

E5%er || A
Room. | B THE GALLUS LOUNGE

404 325-0967 Come to the contest on Wednesday,
May 12th and find out.

49 SIXTH STREET 404 892-8983
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CLUB ATLANTA

76 4th St, NW

THE CLUB

Michelle Rheq, (holding flowers) Tony DeMarco’s lover.

Pictured above are the finalists in the Miss Sportspage Contest. The winner was
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Invites You To

SINK o SWIM
- MONDAY NIGHTS

ALL YOU CAN DRINK

(Well Brands - Draft Beer)

*5.00!!!

And To Enjoy Our
SUNDAY BRUNCH

The Fabulous Scallion Sisters
Margarittas - Bloody Marys - $1.00

T-DANCE

Beginning Saturday 4 - 7 pm
HAPPY HOUR PRICES

87 ;RSN ALFNUE R

Specializing in Fresh Dough Pizza
Made with Rl Fresh Toppings
We Aiso Offer a Selection of Italian & American Subs

Purchase any size pizza with one topping and receive FREE

. two additional toppings and 2 FREE medium soRt drinks

WITH THIS AD

DINE IN OR TRKE OUT

1186 N. Highland Avenue (404) 874-9214

e e e

TAISHA

(A Go-Go Club Entertainer)
Will Be Crowned
THE OFFICIAL

MISS BRENTWOOD BATHS

At A Special Ceremony

34 €AST MAIN STREET CHATTANOOGA, TN (615) 26513
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SPECIAL OPENING NIGHT BENEFIT
AND RECEPTION FOR

ATLANTA GAY ORGANIZATIONS
FOR TICKETS, PLEASE CALL
ATLANTA GAY CENTER 876-5372

OPENS

TUESDAY

MAY 11-16

ONE WEEK ONLY

ATLANTA CIVIC CENTER

TO CHARGE TICKETS CALL (404) 872-1400
FOR GROUP SALES CALL (404) 873-5556

SEATING F ORCH REAR DRESS BALCONY
LOGE BOXES ORCH CIRCLE

AVAILABLEATALLSEATS OUTLETS INCLUDING RICH S
& PEACHES o THE CIVIC CENTER BOX OFFICE @ FOR MAIL
ORDER PLEASE ENCLOSE SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE AND $1 FOR MANDLING 10

THEATRE LEAGUE OF ATLANTA
1750 PEACHTREE ST @ SUITE 200  ATLANTA GA 30308

TUES.. Wi THUR. L
SUN EVEE? M e 16 50 1350 10.50 750

FRI. & SAT 8 PM 1750 1450 11.50

SAT. & SUN MAT. 2 PM 14 50 11.50 850

Ticket price subject 10 service charge

SAVE 25% e BECOME A SERIES SUBSCRIBER e CALL (404) 872-1400

THE HISTORY
OF
BACKSTREET

ik
{!

!

(Editor’s Note: This weekly series
highlighting the history of Gay bars and
clubs in Atlanta is offered to give the
community an idea of how we, as a
community, have grown and lived in this
city and perhaps give an idea of how we'll
continue to grow. For the sake of fairness
the bars will be handled in alphabetical
order. We hope vou enjoy this little bit of
nostalgia.)

Backstreet is somewhat symbolic of
our Gay growth and expansion here
in Atlanta and has kept close pace
with the city's rapid growth and
reputation as the South’'s most
sophisticated “big small town.”

Physically, Backstreet, as we know it
today, has gone through a series of
owners and changes to arrive at its
present state.

In 1974 Backstreet was opened under
the name Finoccios and the bar
actually consisted only of what is
now the front lounge and the disco
itself.

In 1975 the bar became “Peaches
Backdoor,” named after the vivacious
and beloved "Peaches” who still
graces the place as bartender today.

\

Due to some internal difficulty, in
1976, the bar once again changed
names and owners, but many of its
loyal employee's remained. One such
employee is Todd Hunter (public
relations) and he remembers well
how in 1977 the “Encore’ once again
became Backstreet.

The new owners, the Vara family,
started to pump money back into the
business. It was at this time that
Backstreet was competely shut
down, revamped and retrieved its
former name.

The room upstairs was redecorated
and used as a New York type cabaret
for those seeking temporary relief
from the disco sound. In this room,
called the Tut Tut Tut Room, which
was done in a surrealistic Egyptian
motif. Candlelit dinners were served.
Today you can find quite an
assortment of video games.

Simultaneously neon was introduced
throughout the club, along with
many wall mirrors, mirrored beams
and, at one time, what was thought to
be the largest mirrored disco ball in
the Southeast.

With all these physical improve-
ments, Backstreet's clientele
improved in size and quality. As the
crowds got larger, so did Backstreet.
In 1980, Backstreet completed what
has been thought to be_its final
addition called Up On The Roof.
However, the Backstreet owners are
now trying to purchase the property
directly north in order to allow for
the disco expansion and perhaps a
swimming pool. For those hesitant to
leave the disco floor for fear of
missing the action there, you will be
happy to know that soon you'll be
able to catch all the action on large

screen TV in the lounge.

The owners have spared no expense
in creating many atmospheres which
encompass the diversified needs and
moods of many. Disco, comfortable
lounge areas, game rooms, outside
patio and, of course, many well
placed bars ... all under one roof.
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PREMIER
SPRING
PROGRAM

PEACHTREE
PLAYHOUSE

MAY 15™

ATLANTA GAY MEN'S CHORUS

CURTAIN 8:00 PM
Tickets Available At
Proof of the Pudding
Music City
P.street
Christopher’s Kind
Or Any AGMC Member

$5.00 Advance Sales
$6.00 at the Door

For further info call $72-4965 or 876-6831
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Along with Backstreet’s tremendous
physical expansion through the
years, came the expansion of quality
entertainment. Larger crowds meant
more money and more money meant
more funds available to purchase the
best in entertainment.

Some of the larger names in disco
music have been featured live here at
Backstreet; Linda Clifford, France
Joli, Gladys Knight, and Mary Wilson
and the Supremes are just a few.

Not only does Backstreet draw the
entertainers here to Atlanta to
entertain, but often “big names” drop
in just to be entertained themselves.
Recently, Yul Brenner, appearing in
“The King and 1,” attended a cast
party given in his honorand returned
for the Sunday evening tea dance to
catch the performance of the The
Boystown Gang.

Some other famous people that have
come to Backstreet to play are Donna
Summﬁrs. Farrah Fawcett, Cher, Hall
and Oates, Shirley Bassey, Pernell
Roberts and the late Paul Lynde.

Last year, the movie “For Ladies
Only"” was filmed at Backstreet.
Backstreet allowed all filming of the
movie in daylight hours and opened
up for business as usual in the
evening.

Backstreet trys to keep relations with
cther Gay businesses open and good.
All visiting celebrities stay at the
York Hotel and entertainers
appearing at the Plush Room are
often promoted at Backstreet.

As Atlanta and its Gay community
grows, Backstreet, based on past
achievements will no doubt be one of
the leaders for Gay entertainment.

Backstreet would like to give special
thanks to Joey Messina, the present
award-winning DJ, and a very
special thanks to a D] out of their
past, Angelo Solar who was largely
responsible for building Backstreets
huge Gay audiences.

Michael Voss

® ROSS CARDS

_

Clothes, Gear &

MON - SAT: 10 - 9
SUNDAY: 12 - 8
FREE PARKING AT 1709 PEACHTREE SI.

Hair Studio for the Gay Man

ATLANTA
1400 PEACHTREE
404 881-6563
























