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For September our Man of

the Month is handsome Ron
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Norma was the very first Miss Gay
America, selected in 1972 after a
lavishly mounted number built on the
song “Diamonds Are Forever.” She
had appeared in drag at a private
party and was encouraged by friends
to perform professionally. She won
pageants in her home state of Ar-
kansas before taking the Miss Gay
America crown. It was the next year,
1973, that Norma became a stock-
holder in Gay America Productions,
After the pageant that year the pro-
moters of the event told Norma they
were having financial difficulty, so she
loaned them money and retained some
shares of stock, becoming a contract
representative for Gay America Pro-
ductions in the South. In 1974, she
was asked for more money and was
the recipient of more shares of stock.

The financial disaster of the Miss
Gay America saga hit in 1975, when
the promoter was unable to finance
the facility in Washington, D.C,
planned for the contest. Norma was
called and told that the pageant would
have to be permanently cancelled,
She was determined to salvage the

BRPIA PISE

DIRECT FROM LAS VEGAS

CARMEN DEL RIO

Friday, Saturday and Sunday September 8th - 10th

contest, so she loaned the corporation
more money and took the pageant to
the Old Plantation in Houston, Texas.
At the last minute, however, the
pageant was moved to the nearby De-
pository, where Norma coordinated
the complete show. After that night’s
crowning of the winner, Norma
was told by the promoter of Miss Gay
America that he was voiding the
contest; it seemed that there was no
such company as Gay America Pro-
tions, and that Norma had purchased
shares in a bogus corporation! The
promoter  subsequently underwent
pressures to return all the funds loaned
him in the past three years by Norma,
and she became the head of the Miss
Gay America Pageant. She took steps
to have the enterprise copyrighted in
Washington under the title “The
Official Miss Gay America Pageant”
for the categories of Evening Wear,
Talent, Sportswear and Interview.

In 1976 Norma began selling fran-
chises for the pageant, one fran-
chise to each state. The 1976 con-
test was held at Houston’s Old Plan-
tation and, for the first time, the

LABOR DAY WEEKEND PARTY

Saturday, September 2nd
Shows with Pear| Bailey and Dana Lamour

Sunday, September 3rd
Cookout and Draft Special 10 - 11

Shows with Pear| Bailey and Dana Lamour
Admission $1

Monday, September 4th
Celebrate Labor Day with a Draft Special

2301 FREEDOM DRIVE CHARLOTTE, NC
(704) 373-9124

event made money. quma opened
a joint bank account with a co-pro-
moter and as soon as she left town
signatures were forged apd funds
were withdrawn. The resulting $1,000
difference was made up by Norma.

Today, after a successful 197’_/' pageant
in St. Louis, Norma is continuing to
reconstruct the damages thpt tar-
nished the reputation of Miss Gay
America during its formative years.
Franchise business has been hurt due
to states’ past experiences with promo-
ters selling them bogus fr.anchlsgs.
Norma’s ultimate goal with Miss
Gay America is to establish a contest
with 50 representatives, one from each
state. As rules now stand, any contes-
tant who places in a Miss Gay Ameri-
ca pageant is allowed to epter the
main competition. All Miss Gay
America preliminary cqntests are
judged by a system identical to that
used in the principle event so that
entrants will understand how evalua-
tions are determined.

Norma certifies that thg interview
segment of the pageant is the most

important category. This _facet' of
competition encompasses 1pterv1ews
during which the contestant is dressed
as himself and one where the entrant
appears in drag. Judges look_for a
sharp gentleman wh_o recognizes a
goal in life and outlmes.plans_ for a-
chieving this goal. The interview as
a performer is included for purposes
of comparison and establishing a

‘relationship to how the person acts

as a female impersonator.

Norma expresses the purpose of
selecting a Miss Gay America: She
can go to both gay and straight es-
tablishments to create an atmosphere
of ‘getting along.” She can demonstrate
to straights that gays are gifted and
talented, and prove how we can com-
bine our talents to present a good
homosexual image to the .hetero-
sexual world.” Norma exglams _that
Tom Snyder’s “Tomorrow’’ television
program had schedulgd a program a-
bout Miss Gay America but had de-
cided that timing was wrong due to
a wave of gay rights ord1.nances that
had been repealed at the time. To pre-
vent a bad audience response the show
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Red
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The Temperatures Rise with the
Shows featuring the
Red Garter Review
Barbara Holiday - Show Director
Krysty Winters, Misty Lamour,
Marty McMillan, Bob Ragin
and the Hottest DJ
in Northwest Florida

Also Featuring Tillie Plumpkin
This month Featuring Simone Siree

Simone Siree
Miss Mobile 1978
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Shows Tuesday - Sunday

Don’t forget

the Mirror
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Beautiful Beaches and
Beautiful Men, The Hottest Disco
and the Best Female Impersonators
In the South
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(904) 433-9229

PN A T TN T 4
R N R AR A

Wwas postponed but is slated for re-
scheduling,

Norma is proud of the fact that
ever since 1975 all prize money prom-
ised to winning contestants has been
paid. The winner recejves $5,000 in
cash and $5,000 in guaranteed appear-
ances. Norma arranges fifty percent
of Miss Gay America’s bookings, with
the remainder to be arranged by her-
self or her agent. $2,000 goes fo the
First Runner Up, and $500 is awarded
to the Second Runner Up. Miss Con-
geniality also recejves $500. Pre-
liminary winners in talent and sports-
wear categories receive $250 each.
“My pageant is NOT rigged in any
way, assures Norma. “It would
defeat the image of the contest if it
were not determined fairly.”

”

Norma Kristie is a native of Hot
Springs, Arkansas, where she has
resided for 32 years. Her life has
included a four year stint in the Navy,
two lovers and six years of employ-
ment with the government. She has a
bar called Norma Kristie’s in Hot

Springs and another club called
Discovery projected for a Little
Rock opening the last week in Septem-

ber. The bar will feature disco and
big shows with headliners from all
over the South. All in the Kristie
manner of tradition, naturally.

Norma Kristie continues to work hard
organizing a solid Pageant situation to
unify the national gay community,
Her efforts have been steady and her
hard work is paying off as construc-
tive response is increasing through-
out the country for the Miss Gay A-
merica Pageant. This year promises to
be very exciting, as Norma has sche-
duled the contest for Atlanta, the
“Mecca of Drag” in the South. Good
luck Norma, and much deserved appre-
ciation for all you have done.
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