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BY PAT COLEMAN

A city of contrasts, different from its big sisters, Houston, Dallas and
San Antonio: Austin, the capital of Texas and home of the Univer-
sity of Texas, still retains a western flavor while displaying a persona-
lity all its own.

As in other Texas cities, you'll find the natives friendly, but because
of the large proportion of college students Austin has a more youth-
ful, fun-loving, attractive crowd than almost anywhere else in the
Lone Star State with less cowboys and more beautiful people types.
Unlike Houston or Dallas, you won’t find most gays all living in one
section of the city. Austin has diverse lifestyles and communities
and gays can be found in affluent West Austin, low-rent East Austin,
quiet suburban North Austin or in South Austin where the many
apartments attract students and young marrieds. As in other Texas
cities, gays swarm to the nearby recreational areas. But Austin,
being a geographic blend, a meeting ground of the costal gulf plains
and the rolling hills of the Texas Hill Country, offers a wide variety
of these spots. Skinny dipping is popular at the Lower Colorado
River Authority Park on Lake Travis. At Lake Austin they gather at
Queen’s Cove to swim and bask in the sun. And at Barton Springs in
Zilker Park, one can bathe in the just-above-freezing waters of the
creek or take the sun and cruise.

In addition to these recreational attractions, Austin offers much for
the tourist. The LBJ Library located on the University of Texas
campus is a mecca for scholars and a treat for visitors. The State
Capital, the University and many other government buildings house
interesting exhibits while just west of the city you’ll find the hill
country with ranches, resorts, and many interesting sights. The
federal government now conducts tours of the LBJ Ranch and the
visitor can see Lyndon Johnson’s birthplace, home and gravesite
all on the same tour.
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THOSE DAMP STREAKERS
OF AUSTIN!

No, that is definitely not Ethel out
streaking again. It's just your every-
day scene from Hippie Hollow, the
popular nude beach on Lake Travis.
Our first suggestion to find the place
is to get somebody to show you where
it is. Qur second is to attempt to
follow these directions. Take the
Mopac Expressway to the Ranch Road
exit (RR 22). Follow this west
till it deadends, about 16 miles. Turn
left and go about ¥ mile. Turn right
at the first major road. Follow this
about 5 miles till you see a county
constructed parking lot on your left.
Park, take your clothes off, and hit
the beach. The gay portion is off to
the left at the very end of the beach.
Needless to say the bushes can be
rather fun and we are assured the
whole area is safe from vice, sherriffs,
and other such vermin. The lake is
safe to swim in, or if you want, just
lay out on the rocks and enjoy the
sun. ( in case you were thinking of
it, there is no overnight camping).

Compared to most college towns,
the Gays in Austin tend to be more
open with their lifestyle. The fact
that the college students are heavily
encouraged to take part in city govern-
ment and to vote helps keep the
political climate warm and receptive.
The city’s police do not waste their
time and the taxpayers money by
bothering the bars or their patrons.
The nude beaches are also looked
on with a blind eye by the local
gendarmes.

Austin’s largest bar and most popular
discotheque is Austin Country. With
its downtown location and plenty
of parking , it can’t be beat for con-
venience. The club features disco
with “‘sensurround” sound and disco
fog seven nights a week. There is
a game room in the rear and plenty
of hot spots for cruising. The crowd
here is young, collegiate, and hot to
trot. There are very few games played
here—if somebody wants to meet
you, they are going to speak (which
is a pleasant relief for someone from
out of town who knows no one).

Twice a week, Austin Country throws
special parties. On Thursday they

Atouch of Old Austin
[s the New Private (&llar




have shows featuring Kitty Litter
and Roger along with frequent guest

AN ;prpcamn(;‘cs gl)y :irncsllin_e amll Tiffany THE FIRST AND ONLY AUSTIN
- ones. n Sunday, during the spring )
m}[j’ and summer, it’s cookout time on CLUBWITH SW'RLING DISCO FO
the outdoor patio. The Country

furnishes the fixin’s and the mixin’s.

All you do is bring whatever you want ‘ rll 27th

to grill. .

Located just around the corner from F E H

Austin Country is the Private Cellar DRESSI G'
THEATER (bet you’d never guess there is alot

213 E. 6th of traffic between the two). The —d eV
: TWO FULL LENGTH  time worn brick of the building that
478--0243 COLOR SOUND FEATURES  houses the bar helps to lend a cozy

and elegant atmosphere to this pop-
ular cruise bar. The clientele tends

(\, to be mostly collegiate, however : THE BARWITH A HEART

BOOKSTORE QQ‘3 \‘OQ you can find all ages and types. : 705 RED RIVER 472-0418
They come to dance, drink, cruise,
LARGEST SELECTION OF %° play pool, cruise, and generally enjoy
MAGS FILMS BOOKS c° themselves. The club has a beautiful
SEXTOYS outdoor , tree lined courtyard. On
IN AUSTIN nice nights, the courtyard tends to

ARCADE be the hottest (and we don’t mean

Fahrenheit) part of the club. And if
LARGEST 25¢ ARCADE IN TEXAS

OPEN 24 HOURS|

that ““mid-summer night’s yearning” is
too much to resist—well....

AFTER HOURS
Friday & Saturday

The Private Cellar will soon be opening
an excellent restaurant upstairs. The

“\‘\ menu will include such things as
7gquss$|‘*ﬂ Chateau Briogne for two, and a weekly

special. Gentlemen can dine in
style surrounded by period antiques
and greenery.  Service will also

be available on the balcony that
overlooks the courtyard below.

For the man’s man, The New Apart-
ment is the place to see and be seen.
All types can be found there, however
they tend to attract the more mas-
culine, 25-35 crowd. Things you can
look like you’re doing while you’re
actually cruising that hunk across
the bar include pool, pinball, and
keeping an eye on aforementioned

hunk. There is also a TV he ! £
HOME OF: AUSTINY CRUISIEST BAR
just for watching TV. ; . [l Open noon-2 a.m. daily

The bookstores in Austin are some of ;
the hottest we've run into in along : "nppv "O“R EVE”D“'
time. Not only is it easy (and fairly &
safe) to do a fellow Gay number in
the stores, but many of the straight
college students know what’s going

on and don’t mind at all getting done. | 2828 RIO GRANDE / AUST'N-/ 478-0224

For 24 hour action, check out Mr. 5
Peepers Glory Hole. Appropriately ENTRANCE IN REAR




named, since some wild queen went
in there with a drill and large wood
bit and put holes everywhere she
could. You can go into a booth and
g:heck out the action thats going on
in any of the three that surround you.
With all the holes, and two floors
?f arcade, this place can be lots of
un.

COMING . ..
e ersmenie a

JULY 27th, 1978, AT

The Second Annual

Miss Peach
State
Contest

Over $ 750 in Prizes!
MICKEY DAY
Emcee and Show Director

Applications may be picked up at
THE SWEET GUM HEAD

2284 Cheshire Bridge Road, Atlanta
Reservations: (404) 634-2922

By virtue of location, the other two
bookstores in town are just as hot as
they can be. All American News is
located almost in the middle of the
University campus. Needless to say
it’s almost impossible to go there in
the afternoon and not find a cute little
UT boy. Directly across from the
Private Cellar, is Stallion News. The
traffic that we mentioned earlier be-
tween Austin Country and the Private
Cellar has a tendency to stop by this
store on the way.

The local member of the Club Baths
Chain is the Club Austin. This beauti-
ful facility is active almost all the time.
During the afternoon many come in
to enjoy the sundeck. Others come in
at all hours to use the whirlpool or
sauna, Workout on their universal
gym, or participate in whatever
sor.did activities you might find
going on in the baths. For travellers,
this is an excellent place to hang
your Stetsen while in Austin. The
rooms are large and they have all the
things needed to get ready to face the
world in the morning.
All_in all, Austin is a beautiful city
—with alot of beautiful men. Though
not exactly a tourist mecca, it is an
excellent place to get away from it
all for a while. The people of the city
will make you feel warm and welcome.
But watch out, you’ll find yourself
with an urge to move there..!

by Pat Coleman

Indiana’s ffinest
Bookstores & Arcades

EVANSVILLE BOOK MART
201 South Fulton Ave.
Evansville, Indiana
(812) 423-0559

ADULT WORDS & PICTURES
3002 West 16th Street
Indianapolis, Indiana
(317) 635-0015

MINI MOVIES — BOOKS — MAGAZINES — NOVELTIES

ADULT BOOK BARN
2424 East Washington
Indianapolis, Indiana
(317) ,635-0012
E. WASHINGTON BOOK MART
5444 East Washington
Indianapolis, Indiana
(317) 357-0671
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LOOKS
AT BOOKS

(Don’tcha love a bad cliche?)

MIKE JAMESON
reviews other Gay magazines..!

As promised last month, we’re going to re-
view Gay publications. For some reason,
this subject caused some consternation here
at the CRUISE offices. Fears were voiced
that we should not set ourselves up to criti-
cize other publications because we are part
of the “Gay press’ and as open to ‘review’
as any of those that might be mentioned.
So, in an effort to be as fair as possible, we
are going to review CRUISE, too! Keep in
mind that these reviews are the personal
opinion of this reviewer and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of CRUISE or of any
other staff member.

The Gay press has mushroomed in the past
few years to the point that every major
—and some minor— population areas have a
Gay newspaper, magazine, give-away guide
and/or newsletter to keep the Gay commun-
ity informed, entertained and, in some in-
stances, scandalized. This review section
will explore local, regional and national pub-
lications. We’ll be giving you addresses and
prices of the publications we review and we
urge you, if you are unfamiliar with the
publications mentioned, to write to them
and order a sample copy so you can make
up your own mind,

THE ADVOCATE — 1730 S. Amphlett, San

Mateo, California 94402. l-year subscrip-
tion: $12. Issued bi- Single issue

price: 75 cents. Available everywhere (any
newsstand worthy of the name now carrys
this publication —usually right next to the
New York Times Sunday Edition... And it is
also available in all adult bookstores and in
many Gay bars). The Advocate used to be a
little Gay newspaper that featured lots and
lots of coverage of Gay events in California
(yawn) and had ‘stringers’ all over the coun-
try who fed regional news to them in an ef-
fort to widen their scope. It fell like manna
every two weeks on a national Gay audience
that was STARVED for Gay news of any
kind and who considered the Advocate asa
bush-league New York Times for Gays. Well,
things change. The Advocate was sold
awhile back and the new owner has decided
to make the Advocate more of a newspaper/
magazine, kind of a combination Wall Street
Journal/Christian  Science Monitor/Time/
After Dark and Variety. It’s an interesting
combination, but it’s not the old trust-
worthy Advocate. I miss the “‘old” Advo-
cate —but I wouldn’t consider NOT reading
the “‘new” Advocate. It is “must’ reading
for all Gay people.

BLUEBOY - 185 N.E. 166th St., Miami,
Florida 33162. 1-year subscription:$24.00.
Issue monthly. Single-issue price: $2.25.
After a faltering start with their first issue
(which was not only the ugliest Gay maga-
zine ever issued, it was owned by other than
the current owners and was then based in
Washington, DC), Blueboy has gone on to
become the most arty and soulless Gay pub-
lication on the market. It is incredibly
“cool” in its presentation and goes so far to
be “sophisticated” and ‘‘hip” that it’s be-
come an industry joke. Blueboy is THE
magazine for those Gays (and straights) who
insist on believing that old stereotype that
Gays are, by nature, more ‘“‘tasteful” than
ANYBODY. The layouts are stunning, the
artwork superb, the color overwhelming and
the printing first-rate. But after “reading”

South Caroling's Ffinest

SEAFARERS BOOKSTORE
AND ARCADE
1809 Reynolds Avenue
Charleston Heights, S. C.
(803) 747-9186

=(*2,

Saadmisves & feeades

TAYLOR STREET
BOOK MART
1608 Taylor Street
Columbia, S. C.
(803) 256-6942

MINI MOVIES - BOOKS - MAGAZINES - NOVELTIES
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