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ADVENT, THE SEASON OF HOPE 

E. Robles 
President, Dignity, S.A. 

During the four weeks prior to 
Christmas, the Catholic Church 
celebrates the liturgical Season of 
Advent. It is a season looming with 
prophesies of darkness and light. It is 
a season of watchful waiting and hope. 
But the Savior, the Messiah, is now with 
us. Jesus has died, risen, and 
ascended bring all Christians the 
salvation that prophets of old had 
foretold. What relevance then, does 
advent hold for us today? What is it 
that we gay and lesbian Catholics hope 
for today? 

In my reflections, as I prepared to 
write this article, I have come to believe 
that we wait for ourselves, for our 
fulfillment as God's people. Our hope 
today is centered on our fulfillment as 
people created in God's image and 
likeness, intended by God to be fully 
human and fully alive. 

Advent culminates in Christmas, 
the feast of the incarnation of God's 
love in the person of Jesus Christ. We 
too must incarnate God's love into our 
lives. It is only through our actions, our 
words, our day©to©day living that 
Christ is given life again. This is an 
ongoing process. Advent and 
Christmas come into our lives year after 

year reminding us of this process. 
As gay and lesbian Catholics, this 

process can be painful and difficult. 
Actions recently taken and statements 
issued by the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
have brought anger, frustration, anxiety, 
and fear to many of us. And as we well 
know, fear can cause paralysis. A 
paralysis that halts the process our 
growth as the people of God. Just as the 
people of the Old Testament held on to 
the faint glimmer of hope in a messiah, 
we too must hold fast to the knowledge 
that in Jesus, our God is with us. 

Throughout Advent, the mood is one 
of joyful hope and anticipation. 
Particularly at this time in our Church and 
in our communities, hope brings us a 
strong message of endurance and 
ultimate triumph. It is important that we 
support each other in this hope. Through 
organizations such as Dignity, we can 
wait together, prepare with each other 
and be the light of Jesus for each other. 
This Advent and Christmas should not be 
a time gone unnoticed in our lives. It 
must be a time to worship and celebrate 
our common love, our common hope,a nd 
our common faith in the God who has 
given us the light of Christ. 
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THE WAY IT WAS 
by Rick 
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I used to be driven by a hundred 
forms of desperation and fear. I went out 
to the bars almost every night. I thought 
the reasons I was going were good ones: 
to dance, to socialize, to have fun. The 
truth was that I wanted to get drunk and 
pick up anybody who would have sex with 
me. I didn't care what the men looked 
like, as long as they had the equipment. I 
decided that I was not good-looking and 
that I was stupid, naive, boring, a failure, 
and did not deserve, nor was I worth of, 
love. 

Therefore, I set out living my life that 
way. I drank until I was drunk. Most 
people loved me because I liked to 
pretend that I had money and I brought 
them drinks. Deep down, though, I knew 
they disliked me because of my 
pretense: I didn't have power and I didn't 
have the money to buy them drinks. 
Before long, the alcohol caught up with 
me. I found myself in the tea room , falling 
down on the dance floor, trying to seduce 
half the bar and being asked to leave. 
Then I'd find myself alone in the front 

seat of my car, on the side of the 
freeway, somewhere between the bars 
and home. I lost one job after another, 
not because I got fired, but because I 
knew if I called in sick one more time 
they would fire me. Therefore, I would 
quit first. I began to feel more and more 
like a failure . It wasn't long before I 
became an escort. I knew I wouldn't get 
fired as an escort. I finally decided I 
needed help with the alcohol. I was 
going nowhere in my life. I went to 
LambdaAA. 

That was a year ago. Now, I'm 
proud of who I am and I'm proud of my 
life. Someone in AA once said, "Alcohol 
allowed me to do and become all the 
things I never wanted to do or become." 
This stuck in my head because I knew it 
fit me to a tee. If you need help, I invite 
you to join Lambda AA. We care. "If you 
want to drink, that's your business. If 
you want to stop, that's ours." Call 225-
5611; 8:15 nightly meetings at 1312 
Wyoming .) 

Start 1987 with an Alternatives 
One-Year Subscription. 

(See Page 15) 
For Advertising-- 732-2750. 
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Sunday Services: 11:00 a.m. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Dec. 19: The Jezebei--Christmas 
Party 

Dec. 20: Bonham Exchange-
- "Fantasy in White", 11 p.m. 
Open 
buffet. 
Reminisce--Christmas Show, 
10:30 p.m. 

Dec. 23: Paper Moon--Christmas 
Show featuring Jimmy James & 
Bubba McNealy, 1 0:30p.m. 

Dec. 24: RCLC Christmas Eve Worship 
Service, 8:00p.m. 
MCCSA Christmas Eve 
Worship Service, 11 :00 p.m. 

Dec. 25: AB's Westernaire
-Christmas Dinner (for those 
who need a place to go), 6 p.m. 
(No Cover) 
Club Heads or Tails
-Amanda's Farewell Christmas 

Special, 11 :30 p.m. 
El Jardin--Mexican 
Christmas 
Buffet, 3:00 p.m. 'til ??? 

Dec. 30: The Jezebei--"Decision 
Making," 7:30p.m. 

Dec. 31: Our Place--New Year's Eve 
Party (Tickets on sale now.) 
AB's Westernaire--New 
Year's Eve Party. 
Club Heads or Tails--New 
Year's Eve Party (No Cover) 
2015 Place--New Year's Eve 
Party (No Cover) 

Jan. 10: Club Heads or Tails--The 
Royal Battle, 11 :00 p.m. 
(Closed Jan. 12 thru Feb. 12 
for vacation.) 

Jan. 13: TheJezebei--Discussion 
Group-- "Substance Abuse", 
7:30p.m. 

"Eye in the Sky" 
by Kathi Officer 

November 14: Approximately 50 
friends attended a "50/50" fundraising 
party held at Steve's and Pat's to 
benefit the Texas Lesbian/Gay 
Community Resource Conference and 
ALTERNATIVES. -- Our Place hosted 
the 8th Annual Benefit Show for 
MCCSA. The show was a great success 
with an "at capacity" crowd. The funds 
contributed were the most ever. 

November 15: The First Annual 
·Autumn Bash at The Rose was a party 
given by Sylvia and Pauline to celebrate 
the Autumn with their friends. 
Approximately 300 squirrels, beavers 
and perhaps a woodchuck enjoyed 
themselves. 

November 29: Dignity's 
Anniversary Dance -- about 100 
guests helped Dignity celebrate their 
1Oth Anniversary with a Black and White 
Ball held in the Ballroom at the Bonham 
Exchange. 

November 30: A Scavenger 

Hunt was held at Our Place to benefit: 
Dorothy's "Kids", Battered Women's 
Shelter and a few needy families. Twenty
eight people formed eight teams and 
scrounged around for six hours collecting 
things from a list of over 75 items. The 
competition was tough and a tiebreaker 
was used to decide the winners: Patti and 
Karen!! 

December 7: A Fajita Cookoff 
was held at 2015 Place benefiting the 
handicapped children of San Antonio. 
Those participating in the competition 
were: Our Place, The French 
Connection, The Mustang and The 
2015. The winners were the Mustang 
Club. The Side Steppers were a 
special treat during the afternoon 
fundraiser. Dick was very proud to say 
that they raised over $500.00 for the 
special kids' Christmas. 
(NOTE: Time limitation is the reason few 
"happenings" around town appear in this 
issue.) 

Dear Auntie ... 7 

Dear Auntie: What would you say to 
a fellow worker who doesn't know you very 
well, but who says to you, "I heard you're 
gay. Are you really?)?? Signed -- A 
PARANOID GOVERNMENT WORKER. 

Dear Paranoid: If you think it's 
unwise to deny or affirm the question, 
maybe another question is a good way out. 
An answer such as, "What's it to you?" is 
kind of hostile and you are just asking for a 
fight. But, how about replying, " Would it 
make any difference to you if I said I was?" 
or if you are brave enough try "What do yo 
think?" and while they're stammering 
around for an answer, you could add, "Just 
go on believing whatever you want to 
believe." And maybe chuckle. This should 
stop them from asking any more questions. 

Dear Auntie: Do you think it's wrong 
to feel superior to straight people since gay 
men and women have more fun, are more 
talented, sensitive and attractive? From-
ARROGANT IN ALAMO HEIGHTS. 

Dear Arrogant: In my opinion, it's 

probably not WRONG, I personally 
think you are right, but be careful not 
to make a big deal about it because 
many straight people don't handle it 
very well. 
... AUNTIE would like to ask for YOUR 
help in answering this question that 
came in. Please write us and let us 
know how you would answer this in 50 
words or less. (Dear Auntie, P.O. 
Box 12024, San Antonio, Texas 
78212) 

Dear Auntie: I've recently 
accepted the fact that I'm gay, after 
several relationships with men. What 
bothered me very much about men 
was that they become BOSSY after 
awhile. Now, after having several 
relationships with women, I've run 
into the same 
problem. What do you think I could 
do to prevent this from happening in 
my relationships? 

"NEW KID IN TOWN" from MCCSA 

On December 6, a "New Kid" was 
welcomed to Metropolitan Community 
Church of San Antonio's family of outreach 
programs. The first monthly women's 
gathering and dance was held at 1136 W. 
Woodlawn Ave. Why a monthly women's 
gathering? Because when women get 
together several things occur: 

1. Ideas are exchanged on any topic 
from astrology to politics to sexuality to 
personhood. WOMEN ARE THINKERS AND 
EXPRESSORS. 

2. Energy goes up as we let our hair 
down. WOMEN KNOW HOW TO HAVE A 
GOOD TIME. 

3. We start to shed our facades and 
walls as we enjoy ourselves. WOMEN ARE 
UNIQUELY DIFFERENT AND SPECIAL. 

4. Women enjoy variety in their lives. 
WOMEN ARE FREE TO ENJOY ALL KINDS 
OF SOCIAL SETTINGS. 

5. We come to realize just how 

important others sorts of women are 
in our lives by sharing with them. 
WOMAN: ANOTHER WORD FOR 
GENUINE, UNIQUE, INSPIRA
TIONAL AND TERRIFIC! 

The tentative schedule for the 
next six months includes (but is not 
limited to): Jan 3 (Winter Fireside 
Evening and Movie); Feb. 7 
(Sweetheart Dance);Mar 7 (Feminist 
issues night and movie); Apr. 4 
(Costume dance -- "My Favorite 
Fantasy"); May 2 (Talent Sharing 
Night). 

These events are closed to men 
to encourage greater ease and 
sharing between women. A $2.00 
donation will be asked to cover the 
cost of future events. 
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NIGHT ON THE TOWN 

by Lole 

Even though the Reminisce opened 
in October 1984, many people are not 
aware of its existence. This quaint bar 
is located in a building built perhaps in 
the early 1900's. Its high ceiling 
definitely reminds you of its origin- -
during the good old days. When I first 
walked in this bar, I was reminded of the 
old drugstore where my high school 
friends and I would hang out on 
Saturday afternoons. When you first 
walk in you cross the very small dance 
floor, then you are faced with an 
elongated room that has about six huge 
booths to the left and the bar is to the 
right, with about 12 bar stools. You find 
a nice jukebox full of oldies (music form 
the late 50's and early 60's) and a wide 
variety of Mexican dancing music, i.e. 
cumbias and polkas. For a change of 
pace, three disco records are available. 

At first, you might not feel very 

comfortable, but take my word -after your 
first drink, you will have relaxed and 
started to notice the different "ambiente" 
and it might be contagious. Before you 
realize it, your "gritos" are just as loud as 
everyone else's. 

The Reminisce attracts people of all 
different walks of life. You can meet the 
professional, as well as the non
professional woman. The bar hosts a 
pool tournament for the members of the 
Bexar County 8-Ball Association every 
Tuesday and Wednesday nights. 

Some things that are important to 
note about this northside bar is that there 
is a private parking lot located in the rear 
of the building, and I.D.'s are definitely 
required at all times. Never a cover 
charge. 

Beer, wine-coolers and set-ups are 
the fare , reminiscent of the good old 
days! 

Video News--The Times of Harvey Milk 
by John Ewing 
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This 1984 Academy Award w1nn1ng 
documentary is an objective chron icle of 
Milk's life from his early days as the 
owner of a camera store in the Castro 
District of San Francisco to his 
subsequent election in 1977 as the first 
openly gay city official in California. 

Harvey Fierstein, playwright of 
Torch Song Trilogy, narrates th is 
poignant film which begins and ends with 
news coverage of the assassinations of 
both Milk and San Francisco mayor 
Robert Mascone. Mascone was 
responsible for reinstating the city 
district election process that allowed Milk 
to run for city supervisor from his own 
district--the Castro. In between, 
however, we meet the friends and public 
figures who worked with Harvey as he 
struggled through three lost elections to 
eventually gain the powerful seat of a city 
supervisor. Interviews with campaign 
aides and political activists outside the 
Gay Rights Movement as well as 
members of the San Francisco gay 
community give record to Harvey's 
relentless fight for human rights -- not 
just in the Castro, but for all San 

Francisco citizens. Produced and 
directed by Robert Epstein and Richard 
Schmiechen, The Times of Harvey 
Milk is equally unbiased in its treatment 
of Dan White, the man responsible for 
the deaths of Milk and Mascone. 

Simple and straightforward , the 
documentary presents the facts as well 
as the personal perspectives 
surrounding the tragic loss of these 
lives. The closing moments of the film 
are hopeful ones as the words of Milk's 
taped will proclaim, "Life without hope is 
not worth living." Harvey Milk speaks 
not only for the gay community but for 
the human community at large in the 
fight for equal human rights. 

The Trinity Maddox Library hours 
are Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m. to 12 a.m.; 
Saturday: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday: 
1 p.m. to 12 a.m. Located on the fourth 
floor of the library, Instructional Media 
Services is open as follows: Mon.
Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.; Sat., 1 to 5 p.m. and Sun., 1 
to 10 p.m. It will be closed from 
December 20, 1986 to January 11, 
1987. 

Simply Delicious 

Simply Delicious, owned by 
Dana DiCastro and Margie Weiss, 
bills itself as an American gourmet carry
home, delicatessen and catering 
company. Among its favorite features 
are a wide selection of party trays and 
holiday baskets. 

DiCastro and Weiss opened Simply 
Delicious (5917 Broadway) 
in October 1985. DiCastro worked in 
catering and hotel management for the 
Marriott Corporation and La Mansion del 
Norte Hotel. He left the hotel business in 
the sum mer of 1986 to devote full time to 
Simply Delicious. 

What are his favorites among the 
dozens of selections at the fashionable 
shop in Alamo Heights? As the 31 year 
old sits at a table surrounded with 
friends and good food , without 
hesitation, he says, "Taco soup and the 
Italian roast beef. Also, the chocolate 
chip cookies and brownies." 

If you are too busy to prepare your 
favorite foods because of the hectic 
holiday rush, let Dana, Margie and their 
staff at Simply Delicious provide a 
memorable, enjoyable meal--either in 
location or in your home. Call them 
today at 828-3663 (828-FOOD). 
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Pastor AI 

By Lole 

Pastor AI, a 6'2", slender 51 year
old man, who has taught school for 14 
years, was officially installed as River 
City Living Church's (RCLC) pastor on 
December 7, 1986. 

AI was born in the Dallas area and 
after receiving his education and 
serving Uncle Sam, he moved to 
Kerrville. He lived there for ten years 
before relocating to San Antonio, and 
has lived in this city for three years. 

Pastor AI was a program director of 
a rehabilitation center in Kerrville. The 
center lacked funds and laid off ten 
employees. AI was one of those ten. At 
that time, AI was a member of MCCSA 
(Metropolitan Community Church of San 
Antonio), and decided to move to San 
Antonio after losing his job. 

AI became a deacon at MCCSA 
about four years ago and served as a 
student clergy for one year. He had also 
served as a chaplain's assistant for two 
years during his Army time. He left 
MCCSA for personal reasons and joined 
RCLC about a year ago. He was a clergy 
candidate at RCLC for about five months 
before he became pastor. 

The recently installed pastor 
considers RCLC an interdenominational 
church and he sees it as a "Christian 
church with primarily a gay outreach." 
His preaching approach is simple: 
Preaching The Bible without making 
people feel guilty by reminding them that 
"Thou shalt not do this and that ... ". He 
feels that the constant reminder of, "You 
are gay and God still loves you" gets old 
and other Biblical reminders should be 
mentioned. 

AI emphatically believes that 
"people should not attend church to 
cruise, but to listen to the Word of 
God. I do not like to see couples being 
to "lovey-dovey" while they are in 
church". Pastor AI expects total 
involvement with God while in his 
church. 

There will be variations in his 
worship services: "The same objective, 

but not the same pattern". What is one of 
his objectives? "I want my message to 
be not only inspirational, but also to 
teach. I want people who never go to 
church, people who are Christians and 
are in doubt, to come to church. Being 
gay should not hold you back from 
church." Amen! 

Pastor AI wants to reach everyone. 
"If people prefer going to bars, it is 

their choice; but I feel sorry for those who 
just go to bars every Friday and Saturday 
nights. I'm not knocking the bar scene, 
but I invite them to a more pleasant 
alternative. I want to show them that 
there is a genuine and wholesome love 
that comes from God and that there is a 
willingness to help." 

Pastor AI is a genuine, loving man 
and he enjoys seeing a well-balanced 
membership of both sexes attending 
RCLC. He says, "I feel that men and 
women get along well. I have had more 
female friends that male friends". I 
believe him, for Pastor AI possesses 
many qualities that women appreciate 
about others. He has such a patient, 
understanding manner and does not mind 
listening to your problems. He is a soft
spoken, caring man, yet has a firm tone. 

Pastor AI felt that RCLC was missing 
part of the ministry by not having a hot 
line directly to the pastor; therefore, he 
started one. People can call any time 
when feeling the need to talk. During day 
time hours, the answering machine is on, 
but after 5:00PM, he usually answers. 
He will be at RCLC's office as follows: 
Wednesday (5 to ?p.m.) and Saturday 
(10AM to 12:30p.m.). For counseling 
always call for an appointment. (822-
1121) 

RCLC will be moving to another 
building hopefully before the end of 
January, if all funds are raised by then. 
(Pastor AI had a birthday, Dec. 17. 
Happy belated birthday, AI. God bless 
you and may He allow you to reach many 
"lost sheep".) 

i 
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Lorena Mackey 
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Lorena Mackey was brought up in 
Weslaco Texas. When she was about 
nine, her family moved to Lovington, NM. 
Later her aunt opened a restaurant in 
Lubbock, TX. It was at this time that she 
started her singing. She sang at her 
aunt's restaurant and for benefit shows. 

In 1965 she moved to San Antonio 
with one of her sisters and worked for the 
State Hospital. She bought a guitar and 
learned how to play it. She later on 
bought an accordion and did the same. 
Lorena enjoyed music so much that she 
performed for her patients, not realizing 
they were receiving therapy from her 
music. 

In 1976 when Lorena worked for the 
Alcoholic Unit, she organized a dance 
and invited a small group to perform. She 
sang a few songs withthe group and they 
were impressed with her voice. This was 
the beginning of her singing career with 
the Shake Down Boogey Band. Around 
1978 the band changed members and its 
name to Moon Stone. The group did not 
last very long. Later on, Lorena and two 
other friends formed another group, The 
Mesquite Ramblers. Two members were 
added to this group in 1979 and the band 
became known as Lorena and the 
Sidewalk Shufflers. By 1980, they 
became well-known in San Antonio. They 
cut an EP and sold enough records to 
defray costs. (You can find this record at 
Good Time Charlie.) 

Lorena was not fully satisfied with 
her career so she found a manager who 
took her to Las Vegas for a showcase. 
She performed at The Sahara and other 

places; she was well received, but her 
manager didn't help her much. She left 
him and returned to San Antonio. 

She joined a local group, 
Mozambique, but left them in 1983. 
Too many people requested her 
performance, but she didn't have her 
own band. Therefore, she formed one: 
Lorena and the Highlights. Her career 
resumed. After giving the State 
Hospital 18 years of her life, she quit to 
devote more time to her music. 

What kind of music does she 
prefer? "I like love ballads--pretty, old 
songs. I like songs that Billie Holliday 
used to sing--songs with a lot of hurt 
and pain". 

What kind of singer is she? "I'm a 
blues singer, definitely -- that is as 
close as I can get to my feelings. Blues 
songs, ballads. I enjoy singing Mexican 
music and I'm able to portray myself 
when I sing it because I'm a Mexican. 
But I am a performer/entertainer. I tend 
to gear toward all forms of music. I'm a 
moody person. If I feel happy, I want 
my audience to feel happy. If I feel sad 
and low-down, I want them to feel the 
same. I also want my group to feel the 
music just as I do. When I hear Etta 
James--what she does to me is 
something nobody can do. That's how I 
would like to make my audience feel". 

Who is your favorite singer? "Diana 
Washington, the melodic; Nancy 
Wilson, her finesse; B.B. King, feeling 
the gut. I enjoy simple songs so much". 

Where would you like to see 
Lorena? "In Las Vegas doing Cesar's 
Palace. I'd like to see her with a hit 
album (Top 40's). I'm very comfortable 
and happy with my life getting back with 
Mozambique. I have plans for 
recording, hopefully with my music. But 
if anybody wants me to sing their songs, 
feel free to send them. I will continue 
promoting my name and performing for 
benefit shows". 

Good luck, Lorena. May 1987 be 
YOUR year! 
(Lorena and Mozambique will be at the 
North Port Inn Wayfarer from January 8 
to February 14, Thurs thru Saturday.) 
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Before 1986 Ends ... 

by Late 

If you are like most working people, 
you are concerned about the Tax 
Reform Act of 1986. Take advantage 
of the old and new regulations before 
January 1, 1987, and carefully read the 
following checklist: 

Sales Taxes. After 1986 
they will NOT BE DEDUCTIBLE. if 
you are thinking of buying a new car, do 
it by December 31, 1986. 

Charity Contributions. 
Starting in 1987, only taxpayers who 
report itemize deductions may deport 
65% of their contributions. Lower tax 
rates will lessen the value of future 
donations. However, all contributions 
are deductible, even if you fill out the 
short form, for 1986. Hint: If you can 
afford it, donate what you planned to 
give not only for 1986, but also for 1987 
and 1988. 

Miscellaneous Contribu-
tions. This will be the last year (1986) 
to deduct the full expense of renting a 
safe deposit box, job-seeking 
expenses, income tax preparation fees, 
and work-related publications and other 
expenses. Hint: Pay subscriptions to 
work-related publications and other 
work-related expenses before 
December 31, 1986. 

Medical Bills. All bills 
beyond 5% of your adjusted gross 
income (AGI) can be deducted in 1986. 
Example: Your AGI is $20,000 and 
paid $1,500 in medical bills. Only $500 
can be deducted. (5% of 
$20,000=$1,000 Subtract $1,000 from 
$1,500 leaving you with $500 allowable 
deductions.) Beginning in 1987, bills 
beyond 7 1/2% of AGI will be 
deductible. Example: Usding the 
same amount (7 1/2% of 
$20,000=$1,500. Subtract $1,500 from 
$1 ,500 leaving 

you with no allowable deductions.) Clue : 
Pay off all medical bills before January 1, 
1987, if possible. 

IRA Contributions. For 
1986: Taxpayers can contribute up 
to $2,000 to an IRA and if a taxpayer's 
spouse is not working, up to $2,250. 
For1987 and 1988: Married couples with 
an AGI of less than $40,000 and singles 
with an AGI of less than $25,000 will still 
be able to deduct the full amount of IRA 
contributions. All taxpayers (no matter 
how much they earn) who are not covered 
by a company pension plan or a Keogh 
plan can deduct the entire amount of IRA 
contributions. However, if the AGI of a 
married couple exceeds $50,000 and 
singles' AGI exceeds $35,000, and if a 
taxpayer has a pension at work, you CAN 
NOT DEDUCT IRA contributions. 

Rental Properties. Buy 
residential rentals by December 31, 
1986, in order to depreciate them for 19 
years; properties bought at a later date 
must be written off over 27 1/2 years. 

Mortgage Investments. 
Most of the interest paid on mortgages 
primary residences and second©homes 
can still be deducted after 1986. 

Interest Expenses. 
Interest on consumer loans (revolving 
charge accounts, auto loans, etc.) will 
not be deductible after 1986. In 1987, 
65% of interest is deductible; in 1988, 
only 40% is deductible. This interest will 
phase out over the next five years. 
Presently, a consumer in the 50% tax ,,.. 
bracket receives 50 cents for every $1 '( 
spent on interest. However, by 1990, the •. 
consumer will receive only 3 cents for t 
every $1 spent on interest. (Clues: Pay · 
off consumer loans by December 31, 
1986. Swap consumer loans for 
mortgage debt.) 
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EXAMPLES 

CURRENT LAW vs. TAX REFORM ACT 

Single Parent Household, 2 children: 

1986 1987 
Total income $8,500 $8,500 
Total Deductions -0- -0-
Standard Deductions 2,480 2,540 
Personal Exemptions 3,240 5,700 
Taxable Income 2,780 260 

Tax $ 238 $ 29 

Two-Earner Family, 2 children: 

Total income $50,000 $50,000 
Deductions: 

IRA 4,000 -0-
Spousal Earned 
Income Deduction 1 ,800 -0-
Sales Tax 880 -0-
Mortgage lnt 6,200 6,200 
Consumer lnt 910 592 
Charity 700 700 
Miscellaneous 350 -0-

Allowable Deductions 11 ,700 3,732 
Personal Exemptions 4,320 7,600 
Taxable Income 3 4,510 38,668 

Tax $ 5,797 $ 7,067 

Editorial continued from page 2 

My sincerest thanks to all who 
contributed funds and attended the 
November 14 ALTERNATIVES 
fundraising party and to all my friends 
who stuck by me from the beginning. 
Special thanks to my son for his patience 
and understanding, to Mimi for believing 
in me, and to the following people: 
Cheryl, Kathi Officer (who has given 
much to this paper), Michael Segovia, 
John Ewing, Jeff Graham, Ann P., 
Rosiland, Ron B., Dub, and to my favorite 
lady for making time to edit many articles. 

Single Parent Household, 1 child 

1986 1987 
Total income $19,000 $19,000 
Deductions: 

Sales Tax 250 -{}-
Consumer lnt 525 341 
Charity 100 100 
Miscellaneous 200 -{}-

Total Deductions: 1,075 441 
Standard Deductions 2,480 2,540 
Personal Exemptions 2,160 3,800 
Taxable Income 16,940 12,660 

Tax $ 3,656 $1 ,827 

Single: 

Total income $35,000 $35,000 
Deductions: 

IRA 1,200 -{}-

Mortgage lnt 4,300 4,300 
Sales Tax 375 -{}-

Consumer lnt 860 559 
Charity 1,200 1,200 
Miscellaneous 210 -{}-

Allowable Deductions 4,840 3,519 
Personal Exemptions 1,080 1,900 
Taxable Income 29,080 29,581 

Tax $ 5,557 $ 6,207 

I want to thank the staff at Design 
Systems for their advice and patience. 
I also want to take this time to thank 
those people who had faith enough to 
advertise in this, our first issue. May 
God bless you all and may you always 
continue being generous and 
supportive. I hope you all enjoy our first 
issue as much as we enjoyed putting it 
together. 

May our Creator give you a safe 
holiday season. 

Lole. 
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SURVEY 

During July and August 1986, a 
survey was conducted on gay women. 
The questionnaires were distributed in 
11 places : The Jezebel, The Rose, Our 
Place, The Noo Zoo, Reminisce, The 
Bowling League, Dignity, MCCSA 
(Metropolitan Community Church of San 
Antonio), RCLC (River City Living 
Church), Lambda AA and various 
homes. 

There were 427 respondents. 
This sample contained 229 angles, 183 
hispanics,and 15 blacks. 

The Calendar (September 19, 
1986) issued a preliminary report on this 
survey. Our intention is to give you in
depth reports of this survey in each 
issue of Alternatives. Age, educational 
background, ethnicity and annual 
income of respondents will be reported. 

Age Bracket 
19to24 
25 to30 
31 to35 
36to40 
41 to45 
46to50 
51 toSS 
61 & over 

Anglo Participants 

Number of Average Years 
Participants of Education 

57 13.3 
65 13.8 
27 13.3 
18 14.7 
10 15.9 

16.0 
20.0 
20.0 

Average: 28.8 180 15.9 

Hispanic Participants 

19to24 59 
25to30 61 
31 to35 22 
36to40 8 
41 to45 10 
45to50 1 
Average: 27.6 161 

12.5 
12.7 
13.2 
12.25 
12.2 
12.0 
12.5 

Black Participants 

19to24 
25to30 
31 to35 
41 to45 
Average: 27.2 

6 
5 
3 

15 

13.2 
13.2 
16.0 
16.0 
14.6 

AlliiUIII 
Income 

$ 13,372.00 
17,903.00 
16,346.00 
21 .110.00 
23,000.00 
27,500.00 
27,500.00 
22,154.00 

$21,154.00 

$ 7,763.00 
14,174.00 
13,633.00 
11,563.00 
16,563.00 

7,500.00 
$ 11 ,866.00 

$11,250.00 
17,500.00 
14,167.00 
22,500.00 

$ 16,354.00 

The Average Age of the gay 
woman who frequents bars/bowling (the 
cross section covered in this issue) is 
28.8 with 13.2 average years of 
education and earning an average 
annual income of $13,288.00. Next Issue: Data cowring Churcheallambda AA 

EVERYBODY'S PROBLEM 
HISPANIC DROPOUTS 

by Lole 
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On November 20, 1986, the 
Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center and 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
presented a program for the showing of 
Hispanic Dropout: A Time Bomb. 
Edward James Olmos (Miami Vice's Lt. 

Castillo) was an introductory speaker. 
(Mayor Henry Cisneros was scheduled to 
be there but did not appear because of a 
Council meeting.) Olmos is very much 
involved in this national problem and he 
narrates this ha~©hour documentary. 

This film was written and produced by 
Bell Company. This is one of their many 
community projects. They have invested 
in this film hoping to gradually decrease 
the growing number of Hispanic dropouts. 
Nationally, approximately 45 percent of 
Hispanic students drop out before 
completing the 1Oth grade. This dropout 
rate is very close to 50 percent in Texas. 

Consequently, lack of education 
means low pay and nonprofessional 
opportunities. We are heading towards a 
technology-intensive workforce, with 
fewer manual labor jobs. Solution: 
Quality education. With such a 
horrendous dropout rate, too many 
Hispanics will be unemployed. End 
Result: Welfare, crime and of course, 
poor economy. 

Approximately one-fourth 

Regular Prices: 
6 Months for $12 
Discount Price 

(4,125,000) of Texas' 16.5 million 
population is Hispanic. It is projected 
that by the year 2,000 Hispanics will 
comprise close to 12 percent of our 
nation's population. By then, Hispanics 
will be the largest minority in the United 
States. 

Hispanic (and all other ethnic 
groups) dropout should be everybody's 
concern. However, because the 
majority of San Antonio is Hispanic, the 
Hispanic dropout is the main issue in 
this article as it is in Bell Company's 
documentary. 

This Hispanic dropout is not a 
revelation to me and other concerned 
educators; however, with Bell's 
involvement the documentary will 
accomplish its major purpose: "To make 
parents, educators, community leaders 
and other businesses aware of the 
dropout problem and attempts to 
motivate them to action." 

Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company is to be commended for its 
efforts, and I do hope that they will 
follow through with this significant 
community project. Meanwhile, whether 
we are educators, parents, community 
leaders and/or business people, let us 
all do our share to remedy this problem. 

12 Months for $20 
12 Months for $16 

Make check or M.O. Payable to: Alternatives 
Mail To: P.O. Box 12024 San Antonio, Texas 78212 

Nrume: ________________________________ __ 

Address: ------------~--------~~~~-------
State: Code: 
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 

SAN ANTONIO GAY PRIDE COMMITTEE 
by Gerald Aves, President 

How it all Began 
Gay Pride began in the uproarious '60's, 
on a rather ordinary Friday night (June 
29) in a bar on Christopher Street in New 
York City. An extraordinary event 
happened that was to change the gay 
world. Tired of the usual police 
harassment, the regulars at the 
Stonewall Inn, mostly Puerto Rican drag 
queens, butch lesbians and street kids, 
decided enough was enough. When the 
police began their routine raid, the 
regulars fought back. The following day 
word began to spread among local gays 
of this unusual and spirited act of 
defiance. The words "Gay Power" were 
spray-painted on walls and shouted in 
the streets. Rioting reached a peak 
when protestors outnumbered police by 
2,000. Within days a political grass
roots movement had begun; gay 
liberation was born! From New York 
word spread all over the world. 

Local History 
The present San Antonio Gay Pride 
Committee had its beginnings as a 
subcommittee of the San Antonio Gay 
Alliance (SAGA). In 1984 the 
committee, with the assistance of SAGA 
funds, became an independent 
organization and had its first picnic in 
San Pedro Park. The committee 
organized San Antonio's first Gay Pride 
Parade in 1985. It was immediately 
followed by the Second Annual Picnic 
held once again in San Pedro Park. 

During the planning stages of 
the 1986 event, the committee members 
listened closely to different ideas on 
how to expand the National Gay Holiday. 
Thus emerged "Pride Forum", an 
opportunity for the entire community to 
become involved in San Antonio's Pride 
Week celebration. A reception was held 

at Our Place benefitting the 21.06 
Task Force, and was immediately 
followed by the great movie Desert 
Hearts, an insp1nng and touching 
lesbian love story at the Central Park Fox 
Theater. A concert featuring Paul Parker 
and Lisa was held at The Copa. 

The finale in the 1986 Pride 
Week celebration took place Sunday, 
June 22, with the Second Annual Parade 
and Third Annual Picnic. 

Money: Where It Comes From 
And How It Is Used 
The Committee has always operated with 
minimal funds and under the premise that 
achieving a breakeven status is enough. 
After three years of staging these 
various events, it has become evident 
that this approach is no longer feasible. 
Rather, the committee must begin year
round fundraisers so that "seed money" 
becomes available to stage-our largest 
fundraiser: The parade and picnic. 
Money is also needed for the operating of 
the committee's monthly newsletter. 

Where We See Ourselves Headed 
In 1987 
For the 1987 celebration, the Committee 
is hoping to stage even more events. 
The committee can only undertake more 
events if more people express an 
interest and desire for these additional 
events. Attend our next meeting 
Tuesday, January 13, 1987, at the 
MCCSA Fellowship Hall (1136 W. 
Woodlawn) or mail your ideas to P.O. Box 
12063, San Antonio, Texas 78212. 
Better yet, attend the various 
fundraisers which are being planned 
between now and 1987's Pride 
celebration. 

TRINITY UNIVERSITY GLSG 
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by Jeff Graham, President 

This past November marked the Third 
Anniversary of one of the more active 
organizations in our community; however, 
many of you are probably unaware of its 
existence and fewer still really know what the 
organization does. The organization is the 
Gay/Lesbian Support Group at Trinity 
University. 

Although the organization has been 
extremely active since November 1983, the 
University has only allowed us to meet as an 
officially registered organization this past 
semester. For two and a half years , the group 
managed to meet regularly and expand its 
membership even though most of the 
University campus and the San Antonio gay 
community did not realize we existed. It was a 
long and tedious struggle for recognition of our 
right to exist. Luckily we did not have to 
struggle alone. We had the support of the 
Faculty Senate, the Student Association and 
many individuals in the San Antonio 
community. To a large part, it was these 
groups and individuals that kept us going when 
we didn't know if we would have a place to 
meet. In fact, we might still be an underground 
organization if it hadn't been for a coalition of 
student groups who organized a demonstration 
to protest the denial of status of the GLSG was 
forced to operate under. 

Fortunately, the struggle is behind us, and 
now we can begin to operate as a true 
organization. This past semester has been an 
exciting one for the group. Our Speaker's 
Forum has given us the chance to attend a 
number of classes to educate fellow students 
on a variety of issues relating to gay self
identity. Our membership has grown and some 
of the first-year students even report that they 

feel it is easier to come out to the people 
around them. It would appear that we must be 
doing something right. 

However, we don't want to be viewed as 
a group that exists only within the ivory tower 
of Trinity University. It's true, we are a 
student organization up at THAT University, 
but we are not completely blind to the fact that 
we are also an organization that operates with 
the context of the San Antonio gay/lesbian 
community . Our first responsibility is to serve 
the students, faculty and staff at Trinity, but 
that does not mean we wish to ignore those 
people in the gay/lesbian community who gave 
us so much support when our future was 
uncertain. 

We hope to be able to serve the San 
Antonio community in a number of ways. 
Many of our members are more than willing to 
support the wider community whenever they 
can. If this means joining in a fundraiser, 
coming to organizational meetings or merely 
attending events sponsored by other groups, 
we will do this. In fact, many members of the 
GLSG already do these things. 

Another way that we can serve the 
community is by having you come to us, 
literally. Our meetings are held twice a month 
on Sunday afternoons. At these meetings we 
usually try to invite someone from outside of 
the GLSG to speak with us on topic of concern 
to the gay/lesbian community. This is an 
excellent opportunity to let us know what is 
going on in the San Antonio community, and 
we are always looking for guest speakers. 

For further information about GLSG, call 
Jeffery Graham (822-4829) or write to : GLSG, 
715 Stadium Drive, Box 1512, San Antonio, 
Texas 78284. 

Second Alternatives Issue: January 16, 1987. 
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NEW YEAR'S (NEW DAY'S) RESOLUTION 

by Lole J. Charles 

Today I will try to be a better person. 
I will try to be unselfish and be more 
considerate of others. Today I will give 
of myself in every possible way. I will try 
to be generous with my time, talents, 
skills and money. 

Today I will contribute to charity 
and/or a good cause without 
complaining. I will give freely. Today I 
will call a "lost" friend and/or sick person 
who needs company. Today I will write a 
letter to my loved ones letting them know 
that even though I take them for granted, 
I love them. 

Today I will pray for self-forgiveness 
and forgiveness from others. Today I 
know I've been forgiven by the Almighty 
and know that I have another chance 
(again and again and again) to become a 
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better person. 
Today I will take care of myself and 

know that in order to take care of others, 
I must start with me. Today I will show 
my love to all my neighbors and prove 
that there is kindness within each one of 
us. 

Today i will strive for peace--inner 
peace and peace towards others around 
me for I am fully aware that peace is the 
key to perfect brotherhood/sisterhood. 
Today I will live as if it is my last day in 
this world and I will show my joy, love and 
faith and I will forget about greed, envy, 
jealousy, anger and hatred; I know that 
the latter emotions are obstacles in 
denying us to become what we were 
meant to be: Humans created by love, 
with love and to love. 

CHRISTMAS SHOW 
Dec. 20 - 10:30 p.m. 

Hours: M-S 5 p.m. 'til2 a.m. 
Sun 3 p.m. til 2 a.m. 

HAPPY HOUR: 5-7 Daily 
75¢ Domestic Beer 

714 Fredericksberg Rd. 
732-9890 

"Our Specialty is Oldies" 

CLUB HEADS 
OR TAILS 

Sat. Jan. 10, 1987 
11:00 p.m. 

THE ROYAL BATTLE 
CONTEST 

Candidates: Winners of the "Miss 
Heads or Tails" 

$3.00 Admission 

2526 Culebra 
436-4450 

GF for roommate. References 
696-0482. 

GF for roommate. References. 
599-4004 

Certified 
Income Tax 

Pre parer 

Notary 
Public 

:Ms. Lo[e J. Cliarfes 

732-2750 
By Appointment Only 

Season's (jreetings 

3602 Avenue B 
Studio 2 
828-9895 

$5.00 discount when you 
mention this ad. 
Expires 1-30-87 
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1430 NORTH MAIN 
(512} 225-7330 
SAN ANTONIO 
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Monday 

Tuesday 

Thursday -

Sunday 

Hot Male Strippers 

Foxy Female Strippers 

The Best of Both Worlds 
--Hot Male & Female Strippers 

Super Hot Sunday Show 
with YOUR MC's: 
Miss Jessica Wells 
Ernest Devaroux 
Miss Janice DuMont 

The COUNTRY club is B.Y.O.B. while we wait for the arrival of our liquor license. 
Please bear with us during this period and watch this space for further 
information and our GRAND OPENING data. Also, a very special thanks to the 
many people who have co"ntinued to support us these past few weeks. I won't 
forget ya'll. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Peterson 
and the COUNTRY club 
Family 

4119 Gardendale 


