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PRIDE 2010 GRAND MARSHALS
.ANNOUNCED

by Deborah Moncrief Bell

Pride Houston kicked off this year's cel-
ebration with the announcement of the
Grand Marshals who were selected by the
community via onlinevoting. Gary Wood
and Carol Wyatt share the title as Grand
Marshals for 2010. The Montrose Coun-
seling Center was chosen as the Organi-
zational Grand Marshal and its Executive
Director Ann Robison, PhD was named as
the Honorary Grand Marshal. Previously

of the contributions they have made to the
LGBT community..They usually attend the
the official events during Pride Month in
June and act as community. ambassadors.
And of course, they lead off the parade each
year. The following information is from the
Pride Houston website regarding the con-
tributions and achievements of Ms. Wyatt
and Mr. Wood. For informaiton on the other
nominees, more about plans for what prom-
ises to be an outstanding Pride season or to
volunteer, go to:

www.PrideHouston.org

Gary Wood, Emcee Ernie Manouse,
Pride Houston President Meghan
Stabler, Momentum Audi General
Manger,Jared Lang. Pride Houston
Executive Dit:e.c.tOLE.dc_Skains_~Hon-

Dr. Robison is presented with the
Honorary Grand Marshal Medal

which time he became the first openly gay
Store Director in the history HEB. That
same year, and for the first time in the com-
pany's history he had HEB enter the Gay
Pride Parade where they participated with
an eighteen wheeler size float. .

Most recently his efforts. and energy have
been focused on creating Houston's first
annual Houston Coming Out party that
celebrated its third year and takes place on
or close to October 11th (National Coming
Out Day). The event has had amazing suc-
cess with growing the party, and this last
year raised over $13,000 in an art auction
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LOOKING FOR LOVE IN ALL
THOSE ONLINE PLACES

by Deborah Moncrief Bell

"Lonely Heart seeks other ... " may have
been the way a personal classified would
started back in the day when print media
w~s the only game in town. Frustrated with "-
the dating scene or not, finding what they
wanted in the bars, singles turned to them
'looking for love'. With the advent of the
Internet the world of 'the personals' took a
dramatic turn.

Singles of all sexual orientations started
clicking away on various sites seeking their
Ms. or Mr. Right or at least, Ms..or Mr.
Right Now. A number of websites cater to
specific markets while some are open to all
who venture there. Chances are, if there is
something particular you are into, there is a
place to find it on the internet. A number of
sites exist solely for the LGBT population.

Online Dating, as it is often referred to,
has proved to be a blessing for some and a

curse for others. Included in this issue is ad-
vice provided by the Motnrose Counseling
Center of the "Do's and Don't's". They are
precautions designed to make your experi-
ence both more rewarding and safer. There
.1__ ~lt_· r



PRIDE 2010 GRAND MARSHALS
ANNOUNCED

by Deborah Moncrief Bell

Pride Houston kicked off this year's cel-
ebration with the announcement of the
Grand Marshals who were selected by the
community via online- voting. Gary Wood
and Carol Wyatt share the title as Grand
Marshals for 2010. The Montrose Coun-
seling Center was chosen as the Organi-
zational Grand Marshal and its Executive
Director Ann Robison, PhD was named as
the Honorary Grand Marshal. Previously
announced, Houston Mayor Annise Parker
is honored as the "Community Grand Mar-
shal" and TV personality, Andy Cohen Was
named as the first ever "Celebrity Grand
Marshal" for Houston.

Held at the Momentum Audi dealership on
RichmondAve. The Pride committee set
the bar rather high. Previous announcement
parties have been- excellent events with
food and festivities, but this year's event
combined swanky cars, excellent food and
a selection of wines from Argentina as well
as a cash bar.

Along with the nominees for Grand Mar-
shal, the event was attended by family,
friends and supporters of the nominees and
of Pride Houston, along with some former
Grand Marshals.

Emceed by our own local PBS TV Star, Er-
nie Manouse of Channel 8's Inneri/iews,
the crowd anxiously awaited the announce-
ment of who would be named as this year's
Grand Marshals. Manouse also serves a
Vice-president of Pride Houston and is a
judge in the annual 'Pride Idol Event.

Besides the drink and food, the crowd en-
joyed the music by DJ oy De La 0, people
watching, and a rare glimpse of Ernie with-
out his famous shades.

Grand Marshals are traditionally without
official duties but are named in recognition

Gary Wood, Emcee Ernie Manouse,
Pride Houston President Meghan
Stabler, Momentum Audi General
Manger,Jared Lang. Pride Houston
Executive Director Eric Skains, Hon-
orary Grand Marshal Ann Robison,
PhD, and Carol Wyatt

GARYWOOD

Gary was born in Houston, and is involved
and participates in many local organiza-
tions, including being-an underwriter. for
the Krewe of Olympus (last 5 years), a
Host for the Mystery and Fantasy party (3
years) and Co-Sponsor of the Bunnies on
the Bayou party (3 years). He has also had
the honor of being a board for the Gay and
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce for 2 years.

Professionally, Gary brings the same com-
mitment of projecting the best possible
and most positive perception to the LGBT
Community by being openlygay at a se-
nior director level of his company (publicly
traded under the ticker symbol VTIV). He
has been recognized as one of the top per-
formers in the company as well as being
known for always maintaining the highest
level of ethical standards. One of his most
notable professional accomplishments that
was reflected in Houston's LGBT com-
munity was when he successfully lobbied
to open the HEB Grocery Store at Wes-
theimer and Montrose (located at the now
Half Price Books location). Once appointed
that position, he subsequently informed the
President of his division that he, was gay at

Store Director in the history HEB. That
same year, and for the first time in the com-
pany's history he had HEB enter the Gay
Pride Parade where they participated with
an eighteen wheeler size float.

Most recently his efforts, and energy have
been focused on creating Houston's first
annual Houston Coming Out Party that
celebrated its third year and takes place on
or close to October 11th (National Coming
Out Day). The event has had amazing suc-
cess with growing the party, and this last
year raised over $13,000 in an art auction
with nearly 250 people in attendance. To
date the event has raised nearly $30,000, 0

which 100% of the proceeds go directly to
charity.

Gary feels that his greatest successes are
still to come. His desire is to get more peo-
ple involved in organizations that profound-
ly help the LGBT community and to instill
in them his guiding principles in everything
you do ... "Participate, Make a Difference
and Leave a Legacy."

CAROL WYATT

Carol is one of the founding members 0

Northwest Comer and has served as Chair-
man since the group formed in April 0

2009. After only 9 months in existence, the
group has over 400 members and has pro-
duced a wide variety of events.

The Northwest Comer is a social and civic
organization for GLBTs living outside the
northwest comer of Loop 610. The group:
* Events for our members
* Brings GLBT-friendly businesses and
consumers together'

Carol is creator and author of Social Notes:
This website/emaillist, established in 2Q02,
provides information about the "goings-on
of Houston's lesbian community", The site,
which reaches over 1900 subscribers, it

-- Continued Page 4
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Right Now. A number of websites cater to
specific markets while some are open to all
who venture there. Chances are, if there is
something particular you are into, there is a
place to find it on the internet. A number of
sites exist solely for the LGBT population.

Online Dating, as it is often referred to,
has proved to be it blessing for some and a
curse for others. Included in this issue is ad-
vice provided by the Motnrose Counseling
Center of the "Do's and Don't's". They are
precautions designed to make your experi-
ence both more rewarding and safer. There
have been instances of encounters gone bad
where one party "hooks up" for sexual en-
counters and invites in someone who will
do them harm. There have even been rob-
beries and murders, Thankfully, the people
who shared their experiences with me faced
nothing that drastic.

Jen told me, "I met my first partner in 1997
via an online chat site called Girl Chat.
That was a disaster, as she was in East
Texas looking for a ticket to get to Houston.
That was a bad 2.5 year union."

"On the good side, I met my current partner
via Yahoo Personals," Jen continued.

"She was in Maryland and we emailed and
called for a few months before she made her
way to Houston. 10 years later, we have a
wonderful 7 year old daughter and couldn't
things could not be better."

When asked why she tried the online dating
scene she answered, "I had come off a few
not-so-great relationships with people that
I had met at bars or local people that I met
online. The bar scene was getting old and
the amount of drinking wasn't attractive
(I'm not a big drinker). The last woman
I dated, I tried to date with no strings at-
tached; but, that didn't work out too well.

-- continued Page 8
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LHI's Rainbow Health Fair,
Saturday, June 5, 2010

"GIRLS GONE WONKA"

At Chances, April 30th from 7-11 pm
Wonka tickets $30 and $10.00 raffle tickets
on sale, no cover, great dance music, drink
specials and entertainment. Come join the
Wonka committee!

You can purchase your tickets at
www.assisthers.org

Proceeds Benefiting: AssistHers
and Legacy Community Health Services

=====================
TRA.NSGENDERED UNITY BANQUET

March 3, 2010 - Mara Keisling, executive
director of the National Center for Trans-
gender Equality, will be the keynote speaker
at the Transgender Unity Banquet on Sat-
urday, May 1. Keisling, one of the leaders
in the equal-rights movement not only for
transgender people but also for gay, lesbian,
and bisexual Americans, will deliver the ad-
dress at the annual banquet, to be held in the
Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton Brookhol-
low (3000 North Loop West), 6:30 p.m. un-
till a.m.

Unity Banquet sponsorships are available
at a range of levels, from $75 to $2,000 to
underwrite the Brenda Thomas Education
Table, named in honor of Thomas (1943-
2006), the activist and educator and long-
time Unity Committee executive director.
Interested individuals and firms may contact
the committee via www.htuc.org.
=====================

The Lesbian Health Iniative(LHI) serves
LGBT women with no insurance or who
are under-insured, is just around the cor-
."":1,,. Th;c.-1C1 01 ••.•...•••••••.••.•.•.••__ •..•.-h._.:L.. • .L .,ol.

TG Center Grand Re-opening

After a number of months, the TG Center
will reopen in April and will celebrate our
Grand Reopening Sunday May 2, 2010.

In February 2010, the Transgender Foun-
dation of America (TFA) sent out a survey
that was designed to gauge the community's
desire to have another TG Center. When
the survey was completed, we found that
the vast majority ofthe respondents wanted
TFA to reopen the TG Center.

The location of the new TG Center is 604
Pacific Street in the heart of the Montrose.
The big move-in day is scheduled for April
17th and the first meeting scheduled at the
new TG Center will be HTGA on April
26th from 7 to 9 PM. The TG Center will
be open during Unity Week (April 26 - 30)
and will be open for tours on the day of the

. Unity Banquet, May 1st from 10 AM to 4
PM. The Grand Reopening and ribbon cut-
ting ceremony is scheduled for the day after
the Unity Banquet, Sunday May 2nd from
11 AM to 6 PM. Brunch will be served from
11 AM until 2 PM, light snacks will follow.

In addition to providing free meeting space
for TG groups, a research library and the
only transgender archive of it's kind to the
community, the TG Center provides many
needed services to the TG Community. A
small sampling of these services are:

A transgender homeless program.
* Free therapy.
* Free HIV testing, counseling and risk

reduction services.
* Assistance with name changes.--- - - - .--

New Houston sponsors for Gay Iraqis
by Deborah Moncrief Bell

A fund has been established to help two gay
Iraqi refugees living in Houston. Yousif Ali
and Nawfal Muhamed have received help
from The Houston GLBT Community Cen-
ter and a gay Muslim support group who
have been helping them navigate the U.S.
system and get services normally provided
to refugees. The problem has been Catho-
lic Charities, the organization that provides
many of the federally funded refugee ser-
vices, that has been unresponsive to the two
gay men.

As refugees they have full legal status in the
United States. Homosexuality in Iraq has
been decriminalized - but is sdll considered
a taboo by the majority of the population in
Iraq. Many LGBT people in the country suf-
fer from discrimination, abuse, honor kill-
ings and murder. There are even allegations
that. uniformed Iraqi police officers have
carried out lethal attacks on homosexu-
als. As a result some LGBT human rights
groups have described Iraq as one of the
world's most dangerous places to live if you
are homosexual.

The two men attended the 2010 Creating
Change Conference, sponsored by the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF)
in Dallas in February and the Dallas Voice
covered their story.

Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church
has set up a fund to help them. The goal
is to make sure they have enough money
for food and other necessities. The church's
ministers, Mark and Becky Edmiston-
T •..•_ •..•...•..•.•.•4-•.•.-4- •.•...l .•..'-_ £.._..1 : ..•.1__ -'I__ ~>-_ ro

Thursday Book Club

Next month our discussion will be on "Lucky
in the Corner" by Carol Anshaw on Thursday,
May 20,2010 from 5:30 to 7:00 P.M. in the up-
stairs meeting room of the Montrose Library lo-
cated at 4100 Montrose. Please note that we are
now meeting at an earlier time due to city bud-
get problems requiring libraries to close early.
We will gather at 5:30 and start our discussion
at 5:45 P.M. Afterwards we will go to One's A
Meal Restaurant which is located at 815 Wes-
theimer just east of Montrose.

Please note that we have chosen our books for
the rest of the year and they are listed below un-
der Current Calendar.

Do you know someone who might be interested
in the book group? If so, please pass this infor-
mation on. Newcomers can send their name and
email address to me at readsportsbridge@aol.
com if you have any questions. You may join
our Yahoo group once you have attended a meet-
ing.

The Thursday Book Group in Houston is open to
lesbians and lesbian-friendly women interested
in expanding their horizons by reading and dis-
cussing books they might not discover on their
own. The group selects quality fiction and non-
fiction about women or written by women. No
mysteries, romances, or self-help books.

This group meets on the third Thursday of each
month After our meeting, group members ad-
journ to a nearby restaurant for dinner or cof-
fee to enjoy some social time together. A couple
times a year the group selects the books for the
next six months.

Books for the rest of the year are:

05/20: Lucky in the Corner by Carol Anshaw

06/17: Fanny by Edmund White

07/15: How ToBe Lost by Amanda Eyre Ward
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Table, named in honor of Thomas (1943-
2006), the activist and educator and long-
time Unity Committee executive director.
Interested individuals and firms may contact
the committee via www.htuc.org.

Vendors and Volunteers welcome.

=====================
LHl's Rainbow Health Fair,

Saturday, June 5, 2010

The Lesbian Health Iniative(LHI) serves
LGBT women with no insurance or who
are under-insured, is just around the cor-
ner. This is a great opportunity to get
the health exams and information you
need. The Health Fair will provide well-
woman exams, mammograms, and pap
tests. New this year, we will offer exten-
sive blood screenings including those for
STDs, cholesterol, thyroid health, lipids
and more.

Even thought is event is not until June
we are informing you now as you must
sign up for screenings now. To schedule
a mammogram or pap test, email info@
lhihouston.org or call (713) 426-3356.
Leave your name, phone number and
email address (if calling, speak slowly
and say your phone number twice). Con-
tact us right away because available slots
are going fast.

Promote your business. If you are a ven-
dor, this is a great opportunity to meet
new customers and promote your busi-
ness And if you just want to do some-
thing good for your community, come
volunteer with our team. You'll have
fun, meet wonderful people, and provide
a valuable service. If you are interest-
ed in serving as a volunteer or vendor,
email info@lhihouston.org or call 713
4263356. website: www.lhihouston.orgl .

. Page-2

In addition to providing free meeting space
for TG groups, a research library and the
only transgender archive of it's kind to the
community, the TG Center provides many
needed services to the TG Community. A
small sampling of these services are:

A transgender homeless program.
* Free therapy.
* Free HIV testing, counseling and risk

reduction services.
* Assistance with name changes.
* A staffed help-line.
* Medication assistance.
* Surgery assistance.
* Vets service providers before referring

the TG community to them.
* Comprehensive case management ser-

vices.

Starting with the efforts of the Chair of the
Unity Committee, Brenda Thomas and Jo-
sephine Tittsworth, Houston has been home
to no less than four TG Centers.

604 Pacific, Houston, TX 77006

First Group Meeting: Monday, April 26,
7PM-9PM

Unity Week Tours: -- April 26 - 30
I PM-6PM

Unity Day Tour: Saturday, May 1,
IOAM-4PM

Reopening Day Brunch: II AM - 2 PM

TG Center Website: www.tgctr.org

www.facebook.com/pages/TFA-Houstonl
106760432685591

http://twitter. comltgcenter

The two men attended the 2010 Creating
Change Conference, sponsored by the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF)
in Dallas in February and the Dallas Voice
covered their story. Books for the rest of the year are:

For more information, please contact Lou
Weaver via email atlou@tgctr.orgor.by
phone at 281-804-6904. You can also .call
the TG Center helpline at 713-520-8586.

Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church
has set up a fund to help them. The goal
is to make sure they have enough money
for food and other necessities. The church's
ministers, Mark and Becky Edmiston-
Lange,started the fund with a donation from
their discretionary fund.

05/20: Lucky in the Corner by Carol Anshaw

06117: Fanny by Edmund White

07/15: How To Be Lost by Amanda Eyre Ward

08/19: Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult

If you would like to help, send a check to:
09/16: Pharoah's Friends by Nancy Yawtiz
Linkous

10/21: The Double Bind by Chris BohjalianEmerson UU Church
1900 Bering Dr.

Houston, TX 77057 11/18: Pages for You by Sylvia Brownrigg

121??: Christmas Party
Donations are tax deductible. Please write
"Yousif and Nawfal" on the check so- the
money will be directed to the fund. The two
men are enrolling in classes in Houston's
community college but they need jobs, ei-
ther full or part-time.

=====================
The Biology of Human Sexual Orientation

The Biology of Human Sexual Orientation will
be aired on cable access channel 17 at the fol-
lowing times:

If you have any job suggestions for them,
please e-mail to: Saturday, April 24, 10 a.m.

Thursday, April 29, 4 p.m.
- Saturday.May 1,9 p.m.

Wednesday May 5, 5:30 p.m,faithipaction@NWCUUC.org

=====================
ONTHE~DIO

It's time to ... FIESTA!:
MONDAYS, 9 - llPM
"QUEER VOICES"

SUNDAY MORNINGS
12AM-3AM

"AFTER HOURS"

www.thelazarushouse.orglevents/
fiesta20 10_temp.html

Saturday May 1, 2010 2-7pm
Lazarus House - 4106 Austin St.

Houston, TX 77004
ON KPFT 90.1FM

Pacifica - community radio
HOUSTON, TX

ONLINE: www.kpft.org
Tickets available today online a

www.thelazarushouse.or
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THEATRE NEW WEST and
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM HOUSTON

Proudly Present

THE LARAMIE PROJECT

AUDITION NOTICE - Theatre New West
along with Holocaust Museum Houston will
present a MAJOR EVENT production of
THE LARAMIE PROJECT. The produc-
tion will have a total of8 performances from
June 24 thru July 24.

Auditions will be held Monday, April 26,
at Holocaust Museum Houston,5102 Caro-
line Houston, Texas 77011 from 7:00 to
9:00PM. If needed call backs will be held
on Tuesday, April 27. The cast will consist
of 8 actors, 4 Males and 4 Females-Age
Range early 20 to mid 50's. African Ameri-
can and Hispanic actors are encouraged to
audition.

Auditions will consist of a 1 to 2 minute
monologues and/or reading from the script.

Call Joe Watts for more information and to
.schedule an appointment 713-522-2204 or
email:

theatrenewwest@att.net

(if possible with head shot and resume)

BEELINES
by Deborah Moncrief Bell
Betty, how we loved you

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY FOR OUR
MAY 7TH ISSUE, DEADUN£. FOR
coev IS MAY 8RD. BUT PLEAS£.
£.MAIL OR CALL TO LET US KNOW
You WANT AN AD SO WE CAN RE-

SERVE THE SPACE FOR YOU She entered our lives a mere four years ago
in what most would say was a less than

aceful entrance. Her wild hair, nerdy
lasses, big grin flashing blue braces and a
idiculous pancho, immediately out of place

lin the world of high fashion she would be
I ISSUE # DATE DUE IJ~orking in. Many ofusho.wey.er, fell imme-

SCH£DUL£ FOR THE REST
OF 2010

Rehearsals will begin sometime between
May 10-17. Scripts will be given out as
soon as cast, so that actors may be off-book
as much as possible when rehearsals begin.
Most rehearsals will be held at the Museum,
generally from the hours of 6:30-9:30PM,
Monday thru Thursday, with additional re-
hearsals on either Saturday or Sunday. The
actors will be paid a stipend.

Directed by Artistic Director Joe Watts,
Theatre New West's production promises
to be a more exciting one, unlike any that
have been produced. With live vocals and
several dream sequences, and staged to
surround the audience in the auditorium at
the Holocaust Museum. Performing at the
Holocaust Museum carries a great deal of
prestige. Theatre New West's production of
BENT, presented at the Museum in 2004,
SOLD OUT it's run and was brought back
the following year.

THE LARAMIE PROJECT - is based on
interviews of the Laramie community after
Matthew Shepard, a young, gay student at
the University of Wyoming, was savagely
beaten and left hanging on a fence to die.
The interviews were conducted by the

Tectonic Theater Company from NYC.
when it first came out in 1998 it was the

tions, often bailing them out of predica-
ments. The tortured alcoholic Claire Meade,
brilliantly played by Judith Light also went
through a transformation, leaving her de':
pression and the bottle behind to be the
competent, kind, and ever so stylish head
of..Meade.Pub lishinz.aftecrhe.demise.of.her,

ISSUE #130

most produced play in America, both by re-
gional theaters and at colleges and univer-
sities. It was also an international success,
and made into a film, produced by HBO.

THE MATTHEW SHEPARD FOUNDA-
TION is very excited that Judy Shepard,
Matthew's Mother, has been invited to be a
part of this production. She will be in Hous-
ton from July 8 thru the 10.

She has been invited and will speak at the
"Max Kaplan Summer Institute" for Educa-
tors, held at Holocaust Museum Houston on
July 8. She will also speak before the The-
atre New West production of

THE LARAMIE PROJECT
on Saturday, July 10.

There is also a "book signing" to be held in
her honor for her book "THE MEANING
OF MATTHEW: My Son's Murder in Lara-
mie, and a World Transformed."

Mayor Annise Parker has also been invited
to attend a performance with Ms. Shepard,
and to possibly speak with her the evening
ofJuly 10.

Website: theatrenewwest.com

from press release

One reason Betty was such a good show
was the great ensemble cast. The heart of it
was her family, consisting of her widowed
father, Ignacio (Tony Plana), older hot sis-
ter Hilda (Ana Ortiz) and nephew Justin
(Marc Indelicato). The values taught by Ig-
nacio to his family sustained them and they
were always there for one another, They
were always supportive, and cheering one
another on. It was obvious that there was a
great deal of love in the Saurez household.

Betty, as the ugly duckling pre-becoming a
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PLACE YOUR AD TODAY FOR OUR
MAY 7TH ISSUE, DEADUNE FOR
copy IS MAY 3RO. BUT PLEASE
£MAIL OR CALL TO LET US KNOW
YOU WANT AN AD SO WE CAN RE-

SERVE THE SPACE FOR YOU

SCHEDULE FOR THE REST
OF 2010

ISSUE# DATE

Deadline 3pm Mondays

131 517 513
132 5121 5117
133 614* 5131
134 6118* 6114
135 712 61128
136 7116 7112
137 7130 7126
138 8113 819
139 8127 8123
140 9110 916
141 9124 9120
142 1018 1014
143 10122 10118
144 1115 1111
146 1213* 11130
147 12117* 12113
148 12131 12127

Call 713.523.2828 or email us
montrosegem@yahoo.com

6,000 Distributed through 60+ Clubs,
Restaurants, Shops & Stores reach-

ing
An estimated 12,000 Readers every

issue

* Denotes a special issue -
June 4 ~ND.,18 for GLBT Pride and

December 3 and 17th for
Holiday shopping.

BEELINES
by Deborah Moncrief Bell
Betty, how we loved you

DUE

She entered our lives a mere four years ago

l

in what most would say was a less than
graceful entrance. Her wild hair, nerdy
lasses, big grin flashing blue braces and a
idiculous pancho, immediately out of place

in the world of high fashion she would be
orking in. Many of us however, fell imme-

diately in love. Betty Saurez. She was full
of enthusiasm and talent which eventually
lead to her becoming a sophisticated young

oman working in her chosen career doing
he sort of work she aspired to do. She even
developed a certain style, was relieved of
er braces and with help from nephew Jus-
in, ditched her glasses for a more updated

Iframe-lessstyle.

ut a lot of that was just the surface stuff
ecause we knew the joke early on,. Betty
ever was ugly, in fact she was beautiful.

She demonstrated a work ethnic that lead
er to take a job as an assistant at a fash-

l

ion magazine. It was not the sort of work
she wanted to be doing. She wanted to be
la writer, the kind that would have articles
rinted in the The New Yorker

etty as played by America Ferrera, spoke
o so many of us in so many ways. The
irl who was not popular, who made good
ades, who did not go to her school prom,

and in many other ways, a misfit. Betty nev-
r let that bother her though. She took on
he tasks at hand, efficiently performing her
.ob and becoming a friend and confidant to
er boss, Daniel Meade (Eric Maribus) the
ditor of MODE, and indeed to the whole
eade family. She helped both Daniel and

is Mother Claire with a number of situa

Based on the Colombian telenovella, Soy
Betty fafea, a series that has been copied in
almost every Spanish language country, in
the world, Ugly Betty was the "American"
version. Representing the melting pot of
this country, it was one of the most diverse
of programs ever to air on US television.
While full of humor, sometime over the top

Marc St. James (Michael Urie), Willie's gay exaggerations, and real belly laughs, Betty.,
assistant and oft-time accomplice was ever also dealt with difficult topics as well. Her
so gay (yes he really is gay and he is from father's health and immigration problems,
Dallas). He and best friend Amanda (Becki her sister's having been a teen age mother,
Newton) loved to poke fun at Betty and the afore-mentioned alcoholism, the death
generally torment her in any way that they of Daniel's wife, the finding of Claire's
could. By the time the last episodes rolled child that she had given up for adoption and
around it was clean that underneath all 'of early on in the show, transgenderism. Re-
that, Marc.and Amanda were not totally the beca Romijn played Daniel Meade's older
superficial "fashionistas" they were when brother Alex who transformed into Alexis.

.the series started. Marc acted as a mentor While some jokes were made, there came
and friend to Betty's nephew Justin during to be acceptance. Class more than race was
his coming out process (the second to last an issue with the cast having a wide range
episode told this story and I cried buckets at of actors of different races. Openly gay
the beauty of it - the way I wish coming out Asian actor Alec Mapa played outrageous
could be for every gay child in the world). TV gossip host, Suzuki St. Pierre, a straight
And it was clear by series end that Marc and man with a family loiving in New Jersey
Betty had'~nfact developed a true caring for, 'i"suolirbs, "Playing gay" for all it was worth.
one another.

tions, often bailing them out of predica-
ments. The tortured alcoholic Claire Meade,
brilliantly played by Judith Light also went
through a transformation, leaving her de':
pression and the bottle behind to be the
competent, kind, and ever so stylish head
of Meade Publishing after the demise of her
former philandering husband, Bradford.

Betty had her nemesis as well. Not least
among them, her polar opposite the manipu-
lative, conniving and sometimes, down right
evil Wilhelmina Slater. Vanessa L. Williams
owned this delicious role, handling it majes-
tically. Not content to be the Fashion Direc-
tor of MODE, Wilhelmina wanted to be the
Editor-in-Chief. Having gone through some
transformation herself, Willie eventually
had her dream come true.

-- continued Page 5

One reason Betty was such a good show
was the great ensemble cast. The heart of it
was her family, consisting of her widowed
father, Ignacio (Tony Plana), older hot sis-
ter Hilda (Ana Ortiz) and nephew Justin
(Marc Indelicato), The values taught by Ig-
nacio to his family sustained them and they
were always there for one another, They
were always supportive, and cheering one
another on. It was obvious that there was a
great deal of love in the Saurez household.

Betty, as the ugly duckling pre-becoming a
swan, had her share of romances and heart-
aches as well. She had to reconcile what she
wanted in her life with what she felt in her
heart. She was a natural nurturer, but not at
cost to self.

Page 3
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Pride Houston Kick-off Party and
Grand Marshal Announcements'

Photos courtesy of ToddParker, STP Images
282.501.0046
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Pride Houston Kick-off Party and
Grand Marshal Announcements

Photos courtesy of Todd Parker, STP Images
282.501.0046

GRAND MARSHAL
ORGANIZATION

Houston Pride Festival and Parade
Date: Saturday, June 26, 2010 -- 12PM -llPM

Location: Montrose Area

The annual Pride Festival is a multi-block celebration of the GLBT com-
munity. Featuring a variety of performers on a number of different stages,
the Pride Festival is a great way to experience the community, learn about
it's history, and visit the many booths oflocal vendors and organizations.
The parade follows athat evening, one of the few night time parades in the
country.

~IMONTROSEII-I. COUNSELING
CENTER

..Continued from Page 1

contains a calendar, a list of commu-
nity organizations, business networking
pages, job postings and even a homeless
pets page. Social Notes is provided as a
free service to subscribers, advertisers,
and posters of community events.,

Carol was involved with Pride Houston
for 4 years: 2 as a board member at large,
then serving as Vice President and final-
ly President. During her tenure, Carol
was instrumental in developing several
Pride Houston programs, including the
modem day version of Friends of Pride
(including the Wine Tasting Event and
VIP Bleachers for parade viewing), the

Page 4

Pride in Action Program, ana the Task
Force to evaluate the future direction 0

Pride Houston.

For more than 30 years, the MCC has
worked tirelessly to empower LGBT in-
dividuals, their friends, and their families
to live healthier and more fulfilling lives
by providing culturally affirming and af-
fordable behavioral health and prevention
services. MCC's services and programs
are built upon an unflagging belief in and
devotion to increasing the quality of life
of LGBT individuals in our communitg,
MCC envisions a healthier society marked
by permanent, positive changes in attitudes
and behaviors toward LGBT communities,
and the ability of all LGBT individuals to

. realize their fullest potential.

Each year, Carol hosts a charity Holi-
day Party at her home. The event typi-
cally draws over 350 guests, and has
become quite a tradition, particularly in
Houston's lesbian community. Through
the years, this party has raised over
$20,000 for a variety of Houston GLBT
charities.

Carol produced the long-running Pro-
fessional Women's Happy Hour at Me-
teor. She created the Singles Olympics
and produced the 2007 New Year's Eve
Gay-La at Pashaa, Carol does not make
any personal profit from these events.

MCC's services are comprehensive; our
programs touch the lives of LGBT individ-
uals from all backgrounds and at all stages
of life. From helping teens adjust and deal
with issues surrounding their sexual orien-
tation to providing a network of friends and
allies for our LGBT seniors, MCC provides

a safety net and support structure that many
in our community lack. More recently,
MCC has opened jts new home to many
smaller, but vitally important, LGBT-relat-
ed organizations in an effort to foster unity
and oneness in our community. We're glad
that the first floor of our new building is a
hub for community activity.

MCC stands committed to its community
and is honored to have made so many close
friends over the years.

Ann Robison, PhD, Executive Director
of the Montrose Counseling Center was
named as Honorary Grand Marshal. This ti-
tle goes to a non-LGBT ally who has made
significant contributions to the community

SEE PG.l 0 FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Late Night Catechism 3:
Till Death Do Us Part

Reviewed by Bill O'Rourke

Starring Denise Fennell
as Sister

'Til Death Do Us Part: Late Nite Cat-
echism 3 is the latest class to be un-
veiled in this sinfully funny series. After
teaching countless students all about
the saints, venial sins, guilt, limbo and
more, Sister is now offering up hilari-
ous lessons on the Sacraments of Mar-
riage and Last Rites, including her own
wacky version of the Newlywed Game.

Currently at STAGES, Late Night is a
very funny send up of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, and several other topics, too.

It's not a play. It's more of a stand up
comedian working the house. There is
no plot per se to distract from the good
time.

You haven't seen this play, even if you
have seen the other two, earlier editions
of the series that have played at Stages.
This one has different main subject mat-
ter - Marriage (mostly marriage) and
Death (not so much death, but is it really
__ 4':. • --= '> U1_11 __ •• 1.._ \
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one would remember from their days
in Catholic school, if they'd attended.
BTW, you don't have to be Catholic to
enjoy this show. More than half of the
audience wasn't and they all loved it.

The man was a 'priest, there to cel-
ebrate the twenty-somethingth anniver-
sary of his ordination. She handled that
bomb with aplomb.

It shouldn't have surprised us that he
wasn't in a roman collar. So many nuns
don't wear habits any more. Really, her
habit was the most distracting thing
about the evening. The hood of it stuck
out way behind her head. I think it was
concealing her mike pack. Sorry, sister.
It's the one wrong step in the costume,
deliciously overdecorated set, or sound.
And do pay attention to the pre-show
and intermission music. It's a great mix.

So, the priest asked the nun out for a
drink with him and his crowd after the
show, and as they were talking, it came
out that he lives a very nice life. He re-
minded her that he didn't have an oath
of poverty. Nuns do..

That really played into an underlying
themes, the unfair imbalance of how the
two sexes are treated inside the church.
She didn't overplay that hand, but she
did make her point. After the show, in
the curtain speech, she mentioned that·
she and the other "nuns" from the show
had visited with some real nuns as part
of their research.

Hey, no one tells jokes on themselves
better than nuns. We'd be a bit torn in-
side if we were making fun of them, but
they laugh at themselves first so it's OK.

It turns out that the church does not
give the nuns a pension. A lot of them,
instead of the retirement they deserve.

We don't have to say goodbye to Betty, at
least not yet. Discussions are underway for
a feature film continuing her story. In the II Resident Kitty Shields says, "I love the
meantime, I'm going to miss that girl. __eclectic..feel..o.f~the..nei!!bhorhood.tbe..1l1iJLII ,

Betty:::ConnolleoTrom Page~

she entered. Betty was never prefect. She
made plenty of mistakes. Made the wrong
assumptions about people, gave others too
much credit, was at times unsure of herself,
and made wrong decisions. She was after-
all, human. Just as the other folks who peo-
pled her world. Some of them found their
true humanity by the time Betty had packed
her bags for that dream job in London.

In the Colombian show, the series ended
with Betty's marriage to her boss. After
it was announced that the show was can-
celled, I remember an online poll asking
"Who should Betty end up with?". I was
offended. I thought, why does she have to
"end up" with anyone? Why can't she just
be who she is and be with herself. The im-
plication being that there could only be a
happy ending if Betty was coupled with a
man. The way they played it on the final
show (another night of weeping buckets)
was despite Daniel Meade (after his Moth-
er's prompting him to take a look at his true
feeling for Betty) confesses his need for her,
Betty still accepts the job in London. One
her new publisher described as a "Young
Person's New Yorker" who offered her the
position after reading her blog.. -
Daniel follows her to London, having left
all that had always been handed to him,
along with his playboy ways and decided
he will start over. Betty tells him she has an
opening for an assistant in her office. They
part after agreeing to meet for dinner and as
Betty steps up some stairs she glances back
at Daniel and turns back towards the camera
with a smile on her face.

ISSUE #130

What's Up in the First Ward
by Deborah MonriefBeli

The First Ward, which is located inside the
610 Loop, is one of the city's historic wards.
It was originally the center of the business
district for the city, and was strategically lo-
cated at the intersection of Buffalo Bayou
and White Oak Bayou, near an area now
known as Allen's Landing. It was one of the
original four wards in Houston when it was
created in 1840. It was defined as all area
within the city limits of Houston (which
was much smaller at the time) north of Con-
gress Street and west of Main Street[l].

In later years, all land in the First Ward to
the north and east of White Oak Bayou and
Little White Oak Bayou was split off to cre-
ate part of the Fifth Ward. Today, the area is
part of the Historic District along Buffalo
Bayou, with many of the oldest buildings
in Houston. The University of Houston-
Downtown (UHD) is also located in this
area.

The First Ward is within the Houston Inde-
pendent School District; the part of the First
Ward not within Downtown is zoned to
Crockett Elementary School, Hogg Middle
School, and Reagan High School.

In recent years and increasing the First
Ward has been an attractive area for resi-
dents looking to escape the increasingly
expensive properties in Montrose, and the
Heights. While there are a number of homes
that have been tom down with newer build-
ings replacing them, there are also restored
structures, houses tbat have been well main-
tained, and ones that are perfect for those
with the remodeling and restoring abilities
to return them to their former glory.
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Currently at STAGES, Late Night is a
very funny send up of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, and several other topics, too.

It's not a play. It's more of a stand up
comedian working the house. There is
no plot per se to distract from the good
time.

You haven't seen this play, even if you
have seen the other two, earlier editions
of the series that have played at Stages.
This one has different main subject mat-
ter - Marriage (mostly marriage) and
Death (not so much death, but is it really
as funny as marriage? Well, maybe ...).

This edition also has a different ac-
tress in the role of the nun, fondly re-
ferred to as "Sister". I have been told
that the earlier ones were hilarious. I
know for myself that this one, Denise
Fennell, is absolutely hysterical. She
has such a mouth on her and she is very
physical, too.

You can often tell when she slips in
and out of a pre-rehearsed, set piece.
They didn't even take up half of the
show the night Loyal and I saw it. She
picks out and "picks on" members of the
audience as it is a very audience interac-
tive show. I was, I thought, ready for it.
I "forgot" to warn Loyal. His pet name
for it early in the evening was "com-
bat comedy," but it grew on him. She
will find out more about you than you

.thought she would and gently tweak at
the funnier parts of it.

This could get a bit out of hand some-
times. Then she turns on "the look." It's
a look many a Catholic student would
recognize. It makes you stammer and
slowly come back into order. And ... urn
... yeah:

She really had her hands full with
one man. It turned out that two whole
rows of people were there with him. He
also knew way more than almost any-

.------,...- I 1J0i3I •••."U~..--u;:L~

two sexes are treated inside the church.
She didn't overplay that hand, but she
did make her point. After the show, in
the curtain speech, she mentioned that
she and the other "nuns" from the show
had visited with some real nuns as part
of their research.

Hey, no one tells jokes on themselves
better than nuns. We'd be a bit tom in-
side if we were making fun of them, but
they laugh at themselves first so it's OK.
. It turns out that the church does not
give the nuns a pension. A lot of them,
instead of the retirement they deserve,
wind up living out their days in poverty.
She'll be holding a basket at the door
for them after each show. Please be sure
to have an extra dollar in your pocket
for her.

There was no explicitly gay angle at
our performance. I blame myself for
that. I was there to review the show, not
to insert myself into it. Oh, who am I
kidding?! Did I mention she can be a
little intimidating?

On our way out, I teased Miss Fennell
about having several obviously gay cou-
ples in the audience and not mentioning
gay marriage. She teased me back, as
well she should have, about my being
too timid to bring it up. Don't make that
mistake when you go see it.

I think you would really enjoy it if
you do. I know that I would like to go
to it again. It's so absolutely fresh and
funny!

And I'd like to hear her gay jokes.

-tu Death Do UsPart:
Late Nite Catechism 3

By Maripat Donovan with Marc Silvia
April 15 - May 23

www.stagestheatre.com
713.527.0220

Daniel follows her to London, having left
all that had always been handed to him,
along with his playboy ways and decided
he will start over. Betty tells him she has an
opening for an assistant in her office. They
part after agreeing to meet for dinner and as
Betty steps up some stairs she glances back
at Daniel and turns back towards the camera
with a smile on her face.

We don't have to say goodbye to Betty, at
least not yet. Discussions are underway for
a feature film continuing her story. In the
meantime, I'm going to miss that girl.

That's the buzz from me this week.

Emmy-award winning actor and famed
"Blues Brother" Dan Aykroyd will lead the
way as the grand marshal of the 23rd an-
nual Houston Art Car Parade on Saturday,
May 8 at 1p.m.

Downtown Houston will come to life
when more than 250 "motorrific" mobile

masterpieces hit the pavement.
www.orangeshow.org or call

713-926-6368.

In recent years and increasing the First
Ward has been an attractive area for resi-
dents looking to escape the increasingly
expensive properties in Montrose, and the
Heights. While there are a number of homes
that have been tom down with newer build-
ings replacing them, there are also restored
structures, houses that have been well main-
tained, and ones that are perfect for those
with the remodeling and restoring abilities
to return them to their former glory.

Resident Kitty Shields says, "I love the
eclectic feel of the neighborhood-the mix
of old and new housing, and the ethnic di-
versity.

She further states, "I hope the city recogniz-
es our historic past and that it is a premier
arts district in the city.

The dedication of the banner that names it
as an arts district was held in March. That
fact is evidenced in part the thriving arts
community that is already established there.
Houston artist, David Adickes has his stu-
dio on Summer St. in First Ward.(The Vir-
tuoso by the Lyric Center, that huge statue
of Sam Houston, The Beatles, etc). Winter
Street Studios is on Winter Street of course.

It is also the home of one of Houston's avant
garde small theater companies, Theater LaB
Houston. Unfortunately, it does not, have
any ofthe protection such as those in part of
the Heights that require builders to maintain
a certain historical architectial integrity true
to the original atmosphere of the area.

A number of other businessess including
art galleries and fine restaurants are find-
ing their homes in the First Ward. The close
proximity to 1-10, 1-45, Downtown, and
Washington Ave. proves that old adage
about real estate: location, location, loca-
tion.

Page 5
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Michael's Outpost
presents: .

Saturday May 15th
7-10pm

'AU 9J.:a.t. ~'
(a sneak peek)

It's a kick off spectacular with
special guests performances from our area.

This show open to all performers

Michael's Outpost ,....,1419 Richmond Ave
Get Ready folks 'cause here we come...

starting Satruday June 12th

a talent competition. and pageant designed
with fund-raising in mind.

For information on this event or
how you can become a contestant, log on to

WWW.soyouthinkyoucandraghouston.com
and enter today. Or call 832-537-6589

ISSUE #130

OUR ADVERTISING
RATES

Daisy

Ready to be adopted. Daisy, has
been spayed and is current on all
of her. shots. She is a I yr. old pit
mix, possibly with Dalmation. Very
sweet and likes to play. She needs a
family who will spend a great deal
of time with her and give her a very
loving home. They can fill out an
adoption application online at

www.treatemright.org.

[II]
Homeless Animal

Partnership Initiative (HAPI)

www.Hapi4Pets.org
Hapi4Pets@gmail.com

Black & White

Full Page $200
Half Page $150

Quarter Page $100
Eighth Page $75

Marketplace Ads

Business Card $29
Double Buinness Card $49

(Black & Whie Only)

The GEM support the community
by offering a 20% discount to

non-profits

Have a WICKEDold time at the
MSLTe(lm~Wicked ~-()



a talent competition. and pageant designed
with fund-raising in mind.

For information on this event or
how you can become a contestant, log on to

www.soyouthinkyoucandraghouston.com
and enter today. Or call 832-537-6589
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Brand New Online Directory!

Check It Out!
" .

Advertise~Today and enter code uMGMAY10· and get 75% off your first month!
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Sunday, May 2M at 12PM Sharp!

Thursday, May 13th at lOPM
Thursday, May 20th at lOPM
Thursday, May 27th at lOPM
Thursday, June 3rd at lOPM
Thursday" June io- at lOPM
Thursday, June 17th at lOPM

, , ".:



April 23, 2010 THE MONTROSE GEM

Ja- fpnL t.lU.H.Jt.. ,p,u.i
c.a.H.. cI.h.ag..?

Michael's Outpost
presents: .

Saturday May 15th
7-10pm

'AU 9Ju..t. i>Ir.ag.'
(a sneakpeek)

It's a kick off spectacular with
special guests performances from our area.

This show open to all performers

Michael's Outpost --1419 Richmond Ave
Get Ready folks 'cause here we come...

starting Satruday June 12th

a talent competition. and pageant designed
with fund-raising in mind.

For information on this event or
how you can become a contestant, log on to

WWW.soyouthinkyoucandraghouston.com
and enter today. Or call 832-537-6589
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Daisy
Ready to be adopted. Daisy, has
been spayed and is current on all
of her.shots. She is a 1 yr. old pit
mix, possibly with Dalmation. Very
sweet and likes to play. She needs a
family who will spend a great deal
of time with her and give her a very
loving home. They can fill out an
adoption application online at

www.treatemright.org.
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starti.ngSatruday June 12th

a talent competition. and pageant designed
with fund-raising in mind.

For information on this event or
how you can become a contestant, log on to

www.soyouthinkyoucandraghouston.com
and enter today. Or call 832-53-7-6589·
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DEEP INSIDE HOLLYWOOD

By Romeo San Vincente

Hugh Jackman's chin is going to ... A new bunch of Runaways

An upcoming sketch comedy film - in
the. vein of vintage '70s classics like
Kentucky Fried Movie - featuring 17
directors each helming their own funny
short movie, is going where no one has
gone before: to a world where Hugh
Jackman's chin is made of testicles. In
the short from Peter and Bobby Far-
relly (There's Something About Mary),
Jackman will star as the man whose chin
is not like the others and Kate Winslet
will appear as his date for an evening.
And while technically there's nothing
gay about that idea, it's happening to
Hugh Jackman and, therefore, every"
thing is gay about it. Who else is along
for the ride? Directors like Brett Ratner
and stars like Gerard Butler, Elizabeth
Banks, Naomi Watts, Liev Schreiber,
Johnny Knoxville, Seann William
Scott, Kieran Culkin, Justin Long, Sam
Rockwell and Patrick Warburton. And]
at this time, there is no news as to who
else might find themselves burdened
with genitalia in the wrong place.

Just so you can keep this straight in
your head, there was already a movie
this year called The Runaways that fea-
tured a lesbian. But Joan Jett is not in-
volved with a new project that for now
is also called The Runaways. That's the
job of Marvel Comics, since it's based
on one of their titles. These particular
runaways are a band of misfit teenag-
ers - one alien, one witch, one mutant
Hulkrish) kid, one with telepathic tal-
ents, one supergenius and one mad sci-
entist - who discover that their parents
are supervillains. The alien teen also
turns out to be a lesbian who becomes
involved with a male alien who conve-
niently shape-shifts so that he can love
her as a woman. Now that is a consider-
ate boyfriend who puts his lady's needs
above his own. There's not a cast yet, no
release date, no nothing. Just a promise
that this one will probably make a lot
more money than its recent namesake.

Harold and Kumar sit on Santa's lap

A Very Harold & Kumar Christmas
Yes, you read that correctly. It's happen-
ing. And if you're not happy to hear that
news then that's because you a) failed
to watch the first two films, or b) saw
them and thought they were juvenile
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Q Scopes
By Jack Fertig

"Be practical, Leo!

Retrograde Mercury lining up with the Sun in Taurus leads folks to take their own
ideas way too seriously. A semi-square from Jupiter in Pisces makes it worse. Keep
a sense of humor about your own assertions and be kind, especially if you have to
be critical.

1\RIES (March 20 - April 19): It's easy to worry too much or too little about mon-
ey. Meditation and other quiet times alone will help you get perspective. Helping
those who are indeed down and out can also remind you where you really stand.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): "Friends" encouraging you to speak up may be
laughing behind your back. Be careful to share your ideas with people who will
tell you honestly when you are truly brilliant - or not. Alas, nowadays it's probably
the latter.

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): Mediation can lead to brilliant inspirations, but per-
haps they are not so brilliant as you think. Writing them down and saving them
to review later is perhaps best. Being discreet, quiet and modest can help you get
favorable attention.'

CANCER (June 21- July 22): You may not be able to avoid arguments, but you can
·tr~at them as a game and don't take them too seriously. That could seriously upset
some of your would-be opponents, so it may be best to make diplomatic noises, if
you can!

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Getting too friendly with authority figures could seri-
ously backfire. Be practical, businesslike and circumspect. Take any and all criti-
cism graciously. Unpleasant as it may be, you could learn a lot and improve on old
strategies.

VIRGO (August 23 - September 22): It may be impossible to avoid arguing with
your partner. Try to keep the subject light or not to take yourself too seriously.
Make-up sex or an erotic prize for whoever gets the facts right can also make it
more interesting.
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Johnny Knoxville, Seann William
Scott, Kieran Culkin, Justin Long, Sam
Rockwell and Patrick Warburton. And
at this time, there is no news as to who
else might find themselves burdened
with genitalia in the wrong place.

Photo courtesy Warner Bros.

Diane Lane living out Loud

When you want a foxy mom in your
movie, you call Diane Lane. Women
want to be her. Other women just want
her. So while there's only one gay male
character in the upcoming docudrama
about the Loud family, suddenly there's
a reason for lesbians with good taste
to tune in. Lane will play Pat Loud in
Cinema Verite, the HBO movie about
Santa Barbara's most famous family,
the Louds, who starred in An American
Family, the very first "reality series"
back in 1973. The Louds, parents Bill
and Pat and their five children, dealtl
with a real-time divorce and the coming
out of son Lance, all for a national audi-
ence at a time when that sort of thing
iust wasn't done in public. This is the
first casting news, and with Lane on

"board finding big-name talent eager to
show up for the shoot shouldn't be an
issue. But could we just vote that they
don't cast Justin Bieber as Lance? Sure,
the hair is fine, but he's just not tall
enough.

above his own. There's not a cast yet, no
release date, no nothing. Just a promise
that this one will probably make a lot
more money than its recent namesake.

Harold and Kumar sit on Santa's lap

A VeryHarold & Kumar Christmas
Yes, you read that correctly. It's happen-
ing. And if you're not happy to hear that
news then that's because you a) failed
to watch the first two films, or b) saw
them and thought they were juvenile
and irresponsibly obsessed with smok-
ing pot,or c) you're a grown up who
forgot how to have fun, which is basi-
cally the same thing as choice "b." In
spite of star Kal Penn's new job with the
Obama administration as arts liaison to
Asian-American and Pacific Islander
communities, both he and John Cho are
on board for a film that's set to be re-r
leased this November. There's no plot
yet, but it's sure to involve getting high
at Christmas, something a lot of people
already do, so it's not like there'll be too
much liberty-taking with the true spirit
of the holiday. And best of all? It's not
a Harold & Kumar movie without Neil
Patrick Harris as the obnoxiously
heterosexual version of himself. So
yeah, Romeo can't wait.

Romeo San Vicente's favorite holiday
film is the Christmas Carol remake
with Tori Spelling. He can be reached
care of this publication or at DeepIn-
sideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Breaking news - Kal
Penn has announced that he will leave his
postion with the Obama Administration in
part due to his return to acting. Unrelated,
he was recently mugged at gunpoint in DC..

treat them as a game ana-don't take them too seriously. That could seriously upse
some of your would-be opponents, so it may be best to make diplomatic noises, if
you can!

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Getting too friendly with authority figures could seri-
ously backfire. Be practical, businesslike and circumspect. Take any and all criti-
cism graciously. Unpleasant as it may be, you could learn a lot and improve on old
strategies.

VIRGO (August 23 - September 22): It may be impossible to avoid arguing with
your partner. Try to keep the subject light or not to take yourself too seriously.
Make-up sex or an erotic prize for whoever gets the facts right can also make it
more interesting.

LIBRA (September 23 - October 22): A medical check-up now could uncover
something that seems very scary in time to deal with it before it gets truly serious.
After the full moon (which is on April 28th) is a great time to quit bad habits.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21): Whatever is wrong with your partnership,
sharing some creative fun may be all you need to get on the right track. Even if that
doesn't work now, a failed experiment can offer lessons for a new approach later.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 - December 20): Most accidents happen around
the home. Be especially careful of heavy lifting. Throwing out old clutter is good.
When in doubt, box those dubious treasures to reconsider next month.

CAPRICORN (December 21 - January 19): Winning's not in the cards. Play for
funsies and you could learn a few new tricks to help you later, or get the latest
gossip. Edit any creative projects. "Progress" is challenging; cut whatever doesn't
work to make room for later improvements.

AQUARIUS (January 20 ., February 18): Don't be scared to discuss money at
home. Even arguments can prove surprisingly profitable. You may have to admit
to some mistake, but you're sure to find hidden resources, expenses you can
cut down. on or other ways to save.

PISCES (February 19 - March 19): Don't be afraid of making mistakes,
but do admit quickly to them. That can be an excellent way of getting to
the truth of any matter. Petty frustrations can offer great insights if you can
detach and be self-aware.

Jack Fertig, a professional astrologer since 1977, is available for personal
and business consultations in person in San Francisco, or online every-
where. He can be reached via his website: www.starjack.com
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Community Online

Community Center
www.hglbtcc.org

GLBT Political Caucus
www.thecacus.org

Out In Houston
www.outinhouston.com

www.PFLAGHouston.org

www.assisthers.org

Houston Political Organiz-
ing Network - http://groups.
yahoo.comigrouplHoP-ON

http://groups.yahoo.com
group/LoneStarActivists
(LSA)

FEMINIST ONLINE
NETWORK

http://groups.yahoo.com
grouplFEMNET

Northwest Corner
http://www.nwcorner.org
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713.523.2828

Mother's 'Day is May' 9th
'Remember her with [lowers

Pride Idol semifinal rounds will be held ev-
ery Thursday night, beginning May 13 and

• .~.Jt". I Lcontinuinz.until.the new Idol is crowned on

PRIDE IDOL GEARS UP
from press release

Pride Houston is looking for the best sing-
ers in Houston to strut their stuff during the
open auditions at the 4th Annual Houston
Pride Idol competition on Sunday, May
2, 2010, from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Meteor
Houston (2306 Genesse St, Houston TX

. 77006). Come simply to watch the fun un-
fold, or to enter the competition yourself1

Weeks of fierce competition. Intense "ce-
lebrity" judging. Flocks of lively fans. A
less annoying host. THIS - is Houston
Pride Idol.

Houston's most popular annual singing
competition, part of the 32nd Annual House
ton LGBT Pride Celebration festivities,
kicks into gear with the biggest audition
process to date. Anyone* with talent, drive
and a bit of fabulousness is encouraged to
come out and audition. Bring your friends,
family and fans to cheer you on and to enjoy
the other auditions -and to hear what our
judges have to say!

Our trio of celebrity judges will select a
handful of singers from the opening rounds
of auditions to continue on to the semifinals.
This year's celebrity judges include: Em-
my-nominated Ernie Manouse, a third year
veteran of Houston PRIDE Idol. Manouse
is a PBS anchor/producer who has em-
ceed the Pride Parade for the last 10 years.
Joining him at the judges table is Houston
Chronicle music critic and American Idol
blogger Joey Guerra who also returns for
a third season of the competition. Making
her debut this year as a judge is renowned
music artist Miss Money.

ISSUE #130

ACTOUT at The Alley
with HARVEY

Thursday, April 29, 6:00 -7:15 PM

Houston's premiere theatre group for gay and
lesbian theatre fans and their friends celebrate
the Alley Theatre's production of Harvey. To
find out more visit www.alleytheatre.org. For
tickets call 713.220.5700 and mention "Ac-
tOUT." Participants must have a ticket to the
performance in order to attend this pre-show
event.

Affable Elwood P. Dowd has a kind word for
everyone he meets. He lives a quiet life with his
social-climbing sister and her daughter and is
devoted to his loyal and trustworthy friend and
constant companion, Harvey. The fact that Har-
vey happens to be a six-foot tall invisible rabbit
doesn't seem to bother Elwood but is an ongo-
ing embarrassment to his family who decides
to have him committed. In this Pulitzer Prize-
winning comedy, the medical establishment is
turned topsy-turvy as Elwood and Harvey cause
pandemonium.

Harvey, by Mary Chase and directed by Alley
Theatre Artistic Director Gregory Boyd, begins
performances Friday, April 16, opens officially
Wednesday, April 21 and runs through Sunday,
May 9 on the Hubbard Stage.
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Mother's Day is MaJt 9th
'Remember her with.[towers

GUENTHER FLOWERS
Complete Floral Service Since 1968

713-523-2828
800-426-1573
71,3-523-2238 (Fax)

Terry L. Shaw
Designer/Creator

"Befriend" the Montrose GEM on Facebook
An open community forum and news and

reminders about community events

\~

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

Wan. a SlandoA' .Ad in a tommAnUII paper Ihal serves .Mo'nrose
and bellond? then tonlatl 'ASI"dall 10 seewhal we tan do for'IIOA.

We tan flrow 10flelher!

mOHfrosellem@JJaltoo.com
713.523.2828
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This year's celebrity judges include: Em-
my-nominated Ernie Manouse, a third year
veteran of Houston PRIDE Idol. Manouse
is a PBS anchor/producer who has em-
ceed the Pride Parade for the last 10 years.
Joining him at the judges table is Houston
Chronicle music critic and American Idol
blogger Joey Guerra who also returns for
a third season of the competition. Making
her debut this year as a judge is renowned
music artist Miss Money.

Pride Idol semifinal rounds will be held ev-
ery Thursday night, beginning May 13 and
continuing until the new Idol is crowned on
June 24, at Meteor Houston. Contestants
will be eliminated each week in an Ameri-
can Idol-style format -which is determined
by a mixture of judges' scores and text votes
from the live audience. Emceeing the event
is Toddicus, Houston's wittier, more fash-
ionable version of Ryan Seacrest.

Will we find the next Kelly Clarkson, David
Cook or Adam Lambert? Who knows! !The
contest is open to the entire gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender community - as
well as their open-minded and talented ally
friends.

The winner of Pride Idol receives an amaz-
ing set of prizes, including:

• $1,000 worth of studio time and a two-
song demo to be recorded at Grammy-win-
ning Urbana Studios in Houston, home of
iconic group La Mafia;
• A Halloween cruise courtesy of Gay Yel-
low Pages and Gayribbean Cruises;
• An opportunity to perform on June 26 at
thePride Festival;
• A prime evening slot on June 26 at Pride
'parade.

For a details on the 32ndAnnualHouston
LGBT PTIde Celebration, Houston Pride
Idol and Pride Houston, visit

www.pridehouston.org.

"'·1

Winning comedy, the medrcal estabtishment IS
turned topsy-turvy as Elwood and Harvey cause
pandemonium,

Harvey, by Mary Chase and directed by Alley
Theatre Artistic Director Gregory Boyd, begins
performances Friday, April 16, opens officially
Wednesday, April 21 and runs through Sunday,
May 9 on the Hubbard Stage,

DAVID SEDARIS
8 pm, Wednesday, April 28, 2010

Jones Hall
Back By Popular Demand

Get ready to laugh out loud when David
Sedaris, nne of America's pre-eminent
humorists, returns foran evening of inci-
sive social critique, tall tales of odd jobs,
and humiliating family anecdotes. First
discovered by radio host Ira Glass in the
clubs of Chicago reading excerpts from
his diaries, Sedaris catapulted to fame
after recounting his experiences as a
Macy's Christmas Elf on NPR's "Morn-
ing Edition." Labeled a "minor phenom-
enon" by The New York Times, Sedaris _
went on to challenge that assessment by
becoming a major phenomenon, pub-
lishing six New York Times best-selling
books including Me Talk Pretty One
Day, Dress Your Family in Corduroy and
Denim and When You Are Engulfed in
Flames. His newest book, a collection of
fables entitled Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk
is due fall 2010. Make plans now-this
is sure to be a sold-out performance.
Presented by Society for the Performing
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Well ladies and gentlemen, here is a new edition
of recipes from COOKING "CAPERS" WITH
DOCTOR DAVE! I hope some of you had the
opportunity to share a few of my recipes from
the first column, and I hope you chuckled a little
over my "antics" in introducing them.

If there is ever it particular recipe you'd be inter-
ested in having me share with you, please let me
know by writing me at the Gem. I'll certainly do
everything possible to accommodate you. In the
meantime, check out April's selections of savory
gourmet delights!

APPETIZER

INFUSED ARTICHOKES WITH LEMON-
BUTTER SAUCE

On Sundays, when living in Houston, I did what
all Gay Men do. Ijoined a group of guys, and we
went to Montrose, the gay watering hole oftown,
and had brunch! There was one acquaintance in
the group who will remain nameless, but honey,
he was one of the most handsome, well-built
fairies I've ever seen. The trouble was, he didn't
have a "light on upstairs"; heck, his bulb didn't
even dimly shine! Pity--he was gorgeous, but he
had a really hard time with concepts often taking
them literally.

Anyway, one of my favorite vegetable appetizers
that we all shared were infused artichokes with a
lemon-butter sauce. The "dull fairy" loved them
as well. .He would gobble them down voracious-
ly, and after eating three of them one day, he at-
tempted to be serious and engage in conversation
about them with us. As sincere as he could be,
he commented on how much he loved the arti-
chokes. Then he made all of our mouths drop by
asking why the farmers had to be so mean with
those poor "arti"; we all looked puzzled. Then
he said, "Those arti are great, but why do they

'------- 1 have to..J<hoke'em before we get to eat 'em?".
~•.--.---
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Lemon Infusion:3 medium size lemons each
placed in the microwave on high for fifteen sec-
onds apiece. Remove lemons and allow to cool.
Heating them in the microwave immediately re-
leases their juices so as to eliminate having to
roll them.

Mince 3 medium shallots and add them to two
sticks of clarified butter (butter that has been
melted, allowed to set at room temperature until
the opaque white curd rises to the top). Skim the
curd off, and use the clarified butter to saute the
shallots until they just begin to wilt. Chop fresh
basil to taste, add to butter and shallot mixture.
Dribble with 1 Tbs. Pernod; cook until basil
slightly wilts.

Slice artichokes into two halves. Remove and
discard the feathery choke exposing the tender
heart at the bottom of the artichoke just between
the lower leaves and the stem. Place the arti-
chokes with the stems pointing toward the cen-
ter of the plate and the globes forming a circular
wheel around the perimeter of the plate's edge.

Drizzle the lemon, shallot, butter and herb infu-
sion liberally over the artichokes. Cover with
saran wrap, but do not refrigerate. If butter co-
agulates, warm gently in the microwave before I.

serving.

CARROT-GINGER SOUP

I &I1lik.i1UJ&AfeYS wit"- Pr. Pet-lie. I
I i I I

I know, believe me, I have a lover who would
not allow carrots in the house! He hated them
as a kid, and it took a lot to convince him to try
this soup. As a kid, I too turned up my nose and
never ate carrots until Iturned 13. At that point,
I ate everything! Later in life, I developed a love
of Asian culture. Ginger, the fresh ginger you
find in the produce department at the Asian mar-
kets smelled wonderfully, and so I combined it
with carrots and now even my lover eats those
long, orange roots. I hope you enjoy this one.

DUCK WITH FORTY CLOVES OF GARLIC

Honey, this is a recipe you'll either eat with all
your guests simultaneously, or you'll eat it alone
and not visit anyone for twenty-four hours! -Gar-
lic is one of those vegetables that tends to fall in
the descriptive category called, "pungent"! Ei-
ther you like the smell, or you don't! The duck
is really good! At any rate, as my Jewish grand-
mother would say, "Try it; you'll like it!".

1 duck 4112to 5 pounds
salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
2 Tbs. vegetable oil
1 cup finely chopped yellow onions
2 carrots, peeled and finely diced
1 112cup chicken stock
1 tsp. dried thyme
3 springs parsley
1 bay leaf
40 large garlic cloves
2 Tbs. sherry vinegar
1 Tbs. Creme de Cassis (black current liqueur)
1 stick butter, chilled
chopped parsley for garnish

Remove neck and giblets from the duck; save
the liver for another use. Chop neck, heart, and
gizzard. Cut off wing tips. Remove all possible
fat from the duck's cavity and prick the skin all
over with a fork. Salt the inside and outside of
the duck and set it in a shallow baking pan just
large enough to hold it comfortably. Set aside.
Heat the vegetable oil in a small saucepan, add
chopped giblets, and wing tips, and brown over
high heat. Season with salt and pepper, reduce
heat, and add the onions and carrots. Cover and
cook until vegetables are tender and lightly col-
ored, about 20 minutes. Add the chicken stock,
thyme, parsley and bay leaf, season with salt and
pepper, and bring to a boil. Reduce heat, par-
tially cover, and simmer while the duck roasts.
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Separate the heads
_of..the_garlicinto gloves discarding the papery

ISSUE #130

STOUT-AND ORANGE-GLAZED
BRUSSEL SPROUTS

This vegetable dish has ingredients that just
smack of Lesbians and Gay guys. Have you ever
met a "stout" Lesbian before? And of course,
I've yet to meet a Gay guy who couldn't be de-
scribed as "orange glazed" after a few cocktails!
In addition, if you like dark beers or ales, it's a
wonderful taste when married with the glaze.
Enjoy!

3/4 cup chicken broth
2/3 cup stout (I use Guinness)
113cup orange juice
112stick butter
2 112Tbs. packed golden light brown sugar
3/4 tsp. ground pepper
3 pounds frozen brussel sprouts, thawed and
drained

Combine the first six ingredients in a heavy,
large, deep pot. Boil over high heat until very
thick and syrupy, about 14 minutes. Season to
taste with salt. (You can prepare this part 0

the recipe a day ahead; just cover and refriger-
ate it, and bring to a simmer before continuing
with the recipe). Add the brussel-sprouts to the
sauce; cook over high heat until brussel sprouts
are tender and sauce is thick enough to coat the
vegetables, stirring often for about 12 minutes.

Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you find some-

"'-



CARROT-GINGER SOUP

them literally. serving.

Anyway, one of my favorite vegetable appetizers
that we all shared were infused artichokes with a
lemon-butter sauce. The "dull fairy" loved them
as well. He would gobble them down voracious-
ly, and after eating three of them one day, he at-
tempted to be serious and engage in conversation
about them with us. As sincere as he could be,
he commented on how much he loved the arti-
chokes. Then he made all of our mouths drop by
asking why the farmers had to be so mean with
those poor "arti"; we all looked puzzled. Then
he said, "Those arti are great, but why do they
have to choke 'em before we get to eat 'em?".
You could have heard a pin drop at our table, de-
spite the pitchers of Mimosas we'd had!

I know, believe me, I have a lover who would
not allow carrots in the house! He hated them
as a kid, and it took a lot to convince him to try
this soup. As a kid, I too turned up my nose and
never ate carrots until I'turned 13. At that point,
I ate everything! Later in life, I developed a love
of Asian culture. Ginger, the fresh ginger you
find in the produce department at the Asian mar-
kets smelled wonderfully, and so I combined it
with carrots and now even my lover eats those
long, orange roots. I hope you enjoy this one.

First, I make a Ginger Oil.
1 cup canola oil
2 Tbs. powdered ginger
1 112Tbs. ground turmericPutting that scenario aside, try these; I promise

you won't have to "choke 'em" before you serve
them! This recipe is for a serving of four. First,
I'll discuss the artichoke component; then I'l.1
address the dipping sauce.

Then I make the Soup.
2 112Tbs. olive oil
1 Tbs. ginger oil (recipe above)
1 white onion thinly sliced
1 small clove of garlic minced
1 small green jalapeno, seeded,thinly sliced
tsp and grated fresh ginger
4 cups chicken broth
salt and cayenne pepper to taste

To prepare the Ginger Oil: Combine the
canola oil, powdered ginger, and turmeric in
a small bowl. Whisk together and pour into
a small saucepan. Bring to a simmer over
medium-high heat and then return to a non
reactive bowl (enamel for example). Re-
frigerate over night. The next day, ladle off
the yellow ginger oil and store in a bottle.
Discard the solids. Keep the oil refrigerated
until needed.

Artichokes:
4 fresh globe artichokes, large woody stems
trimmed evenly with the base of the artichoke
globe
2 (8 ounce) cans of chicken broth
I cup dry white wine (a Pinot Grigio works
well)
1 medium onion, peeled and cut into ringlets
6 garlic cloves, peeled and smashed with the
edge of a knife
2 bay leaves
I Tbs. dried thyme leaves
1 tsp. dried oregano
1 tsp. marjoram
salt and pepper to taste

Trim the rough stem on the artichoke without
removing it, and place the artichokes, large base-
side down with cone portion pointing upward, in
a deep Dutch Oven. Pour over the artichokes,
the chicken broth and wine. Add the remaining
ingredients mixing as much as possible into the
broth. Cover, bring to a boil and reduce heat to
medium to steep them. Cook until the leaves
can be easily separated from the globe by gently
pulling outward and upward on them.

To prepare the Soup: Pour the olive oil and 1
Tbs. of the ginger oil into a saucepan set over
medium heat. Add onion, garlic, jalapeno, and
ginger, and sweat the vegetables for about 5 min-
utes. Add carrots and let cook for 5 minutes lon-
ger, or until they are tender. Transfer everything
to a food processor in batches and puree until
smooth. Reheat the soup, adjusting the consis-
tency with the remaining cup of stock as needed,
and season with salt and cayenne pepper to taste.

Place on a plate and refrigerate until cool.
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gizzard. Cut off wing tips. Remove all possible
fat from the duck's cavity and prick the skin all
over with a fork. Salt the inside and outside of
the duck and set it in a shallow baking pan just
large enough to hold it comfortably. Set aside.
Heat the vegetable oil in a.small saucepan, add
chopped giblets, and wing tips, and brown over
high heat. Season with salt and pepper, reduce
heat, and add the onions and carrots. Cover and
cook until vegetables are tender and lightly col-
ored, about 20 minutes. Add the chicken stock,
thyme, parsley and bay leaf, season with salt and
pepper, and bring to a boil. Reduce heat, par-
tially cover, and simmer while the duck roasts.
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Separate the heads
of the garlic into gloves discarding the papery
skin from the heads; do not peel the cloves. Se-
lect about 6 of the largest cloves and; stuff them
into the cavity of the duck. Arrange the rest of
the garlic around the duck. Set the pan on the
middle level of the oven. After 15 minutes, turn
the temperature down to 375 degrees and roast
the duck for another 35 minutes for medium
rare; 5 to 10 minutes more for juicy and still
slightly pirik. Please, please, please, do not cook
the duck well done. Transfer the duck to a plat-
ter, cover with foil, and keep warm. Strain the
broth, discard the solids, and measure the broth.
You should have about 112cup. If you have less,
don't worry you can always add a splash of wine
and/or chicken broth to it. If you have more,
return it to the saucepan and cook briskly for 5
minutes or so to reduce it. Lift the garlic cloves
from the cooking fat with a slotted spoon and
force them through the medium disc of a food
mill. Reserve the pureed garlic and discard the
skins. When the broth is properly reduced, add
the vinegar, Cassis, and bring to a boil; reduce
the mixture by one third. Cut the chilled but-
ter into 10 pieces and whisk the butter, piece by
piece into the hot sauce, always adding another
piece of butter before the previous piece is en-
tirely absorbed. The sauce will begin to look
creamy and thicken slightly. Cover the sauce-
pan and set in a warm place. Carve the duck
into 4 serving pieces and divide them between
2 warmed plates. Add the accompaniments you
have chosen. Spoon some of the sauce over the
duck, transfer the rest to a sauceboat. Retrieve
the garlic cloves remaining inside the duck and
use them to garnish the sauced duck. Sprinkle
with parsley and serve immediately.

3/4 tsp. ground pepper
3 pounds frozen brussel sprouts, t:Iia;
drained

Combine the first six ingredients in a heavy,
large, deep pot. Boil over high heat until very
thick and syrupy, about 14 minutes. Season to
taste with salt. (You can prepare this part 0

the recipe a day ahead; just cover and refriger-
ate it, and bring to a simmer before continuing
with the recipe). Add the brussel-sprouts to the
sauce; cook over high heat until brussel sprouts
are tender and sauce is thick enough to coat the
vegetables, stirring often for about 12 minutes.

Ladies and gentlemen, I· hope you find some-
thing appealing, and that you'll treat yourself,
your loved ones, friends, and guests to some 0

my favorite dishes. Until the next edition, enjoy!

.,)
DADDY OF MONTROSE

FATHER'S DAY

JUNE 20TH

AT MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
1419 RICHMONDAVE.

a Don Gill Produciton
Directed by Eric Stutes

benefitting
PWA Holiday Charities

Applicaitons available
at the bar

Who's the Daddy?
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