




montrose

GEM
ISSUE#

MARCH 20, 2009
OUR 5TH YEAR

"The Houston/Galveston
Gay Newspaper"

Published Every
Other Friday

c. 2009 by Gulf Features
7"14 Hyde Park #D

Houston, TX 77006-2848

281-650-3489
7 Days a V\/aak

Ernail: editor @
rrrorrtr-os eo e rrr.c.o.rri

Henry McClurg
Publisher/Editor

Skyler VV,yatt
Marketing Director

Darnien Dane,
Ed Manson,

Trevor Kacedon
Cont-ributors

RATE CARD #5
(ADJl,JSTED) IS IN EFFECT

Represented Nationally by
Rivendell Media

908-232-202'1

Montrose GEM #102, March 20, 2009 3

-



ARE THE GAY COMMUNITY ADVERTISER!



4 Montrose GEM #102, March 20, 2009

We'll Give
You a Big Ad .
for a Little

Bit of Money
in The GEM



+J
II)
o0..
+J
:::Jo



Montrose GEM #102. March 20. 2009 5

WANT TO BE APART OF EXCITING TEAM?

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY
IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT TRAINEES, BARTENDERS, BAR-

BACKS, FLOOR AND DOOR STAFF.

OFFERING GROUP HEALTH BENEFITS
AND THE POTENTIAL FOR HIGH

WEEKLY EARNINGS.

TO JOIN OUR
TEAM APPLY IN PERSON.

APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED
THURSDAYS BETWEEN THE HOURS OF

12:30pm - 3:30pm

MONTROSE
MINING COMPANY

The Ripcord
VVelcomes

Mr. Prh,.le Choice
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News/rom
Pride

..

PRESS RELEASE from
Pride Houston

The GLBT Pride Celebration
is right around the corner, less
than 100 days away, and it's
definitely not just a parade
down lower Westheimer
anymore. The 200? season
is kicking off early this year
on Thursday, March 26, at the
Founder's Club at the Hobby
Center from 6 PM to 8 PM, and
you are invited to paint the
town in rainbow colors as we
celebrate our 31stannual GLBT
Pride Celebration!

You can be ''In the Know."
Be the one who your friends go
to when -it comes to everything
Pride related. ''When will
Pride Idol begin?" ''Where
wiJI Strip for a Cure be held?"
The celebration lineup for
the upcoming months wiJI be
released, giving you first glance
at what's in store for 20Q9.

You voted, be there when
they win! In addition to
2009's Celebration Dates,
the winners of the 2009
Grand Marshal Awards wiJI be
announced. These individuals
and organizations were elected
by you, so be there when
they accept the honor of
representing you to the Greater

~-,-~£"'~'I" Comrmmttyas -the OI:;Bl' Pride
Grand Marshals.

Best of ~ll~you'll love ',.
the atmosphere. This
year's inallg!!nil'event wilL:':"':

.~,.
o
>.J
III

Come
Pia

-Us

----- - ------- ----I
;l>

"--I



M t CI bDAMICO

on rose u~ ,I; _.F-L-d ."" """'If; 1-4
(All clubs are listed in Bold. Not all ~re gay a ' : : l'll~nlJrCnllntnJ :*', Tony's

the time. Those with display ad shown with arro
& box.SelectedotherI>a~~"~~~

,This map brougbtto yo, ... ,by ii'" I

~ III ~ ~

Club ~
Hous on ~
24 HO RS

"

I

THE CLUB , O~n7am
Most

MorningsN
Male LJ f CALIFORNI

Dancers, ~.~~~;r~~eJ's Bartini.J*w"';"·'1¥WES=~~;1,

LOVETT

Pride & JoyPiano
Bar
at

Night
WESTALABAMA Bocadis ,Men's,

Exotic
ClothingRleHM,DND

Michael'sOutpost



---
church name, which they won.

A type of thinking toward the Bible
and history is called "present truth" which
means having beliefs that are based on
study and revelation as well as word for
word use of the Bible.

There can be no doubt, as is covered in
the book. that the behavior of the church

has harmed young-people, A good use for
the book is to show to young people that
there have been other SDA people who
have overcome the terrible injustice of

It is clear that all of the problems the church.
homosexual Americans have in gaining As an aside, I thought the issue of having
equal/civil rights come directly from a partner was handled well when it is said
religion. All religions. that if you can't find a good Adventist

So in most cases thinking homosexuals partner, it is better to have agood Methodist
have left religion since "religion" than settle for a bad Adventist.
left/rejects them. But there are those who One problem I have with the coverage,
do not leave their religion. And so there is which is excellent on how the world has
a "conflict" in the community/movement looked at homosexuality, is the complete
in how to deal with the opposition coming failure, with only the usual exception, to
from religious institutions and people. acknowledge that the advance made in this

It is time that homosexuals stop doing area has been the result of the civil rights
to each other what bigots in religions have movement for homosexual citizens started
done to uszzz. refuse to listen to other views mainly in Southern California in 1950 with
possible methods/tactics. ' early Mattachine, moving onward with

A resource to start this dialogue is ONE. Inc/Homosexual Information Center,
found in such a book as Christianity later Mattachine, the
and Homosexuality, some Seventh Day Daughters of Bilits,
Adventists perspectives, edited by David SJR, etc. It is hard
Ferguson, Fritz Guy and David Larson, to understand why
published in 2008 by Adventist Forum, in all of the writers
Roseville, Calif. seem to ignore or not

The problem, as usual, is getting such know of this history
an excellent tool to the very people who and only think this
need it, not only members of the Seventh movement started
Day Adventist Church, but all people as virgin birth at
dealing with religious issues. For while Stonewall in 1969. It
there are a few small sections that deal with will not make those
specifically Seventh Day Adventist issues, people happy to
over 90% of this book has material (facts and know that the one
views) that are not only useful to everyone mention calls it a riot
but in a few cases have not seen print 'since those there
anywhere else. constantly point

Since religious problems are a personal out tha~ it was.a
issue, the first section is from personal r~volutlOn, a big
experience as a GLBT Adventist and difference,
~~1-. !. __ ~__ ~.~ ••_~._,_~ •.• "'-nA This is relevant
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Iy Glover
EACTIVIST, B. BOSSIER CITY, LA

Christianity and
Homosexuality

faster than we do.
The ideas come forth that having

companionship is important, both as a
support group and as a partner, and thus
comes up the issue faced in the very first
public discussion of gay marriage, in ONE
Magazine in 1953.It may lead to an idea that
there are good/moral homosexuals, who are
monogamous, and the rest who are bad and
NOT monogamous.

.The point is made that giving long factual
arguments does not always work. and I want
to say people should have read this issue a
long time ago, in such books as In Defense
of Homosexuality, by ROoD. Benson. Logic
doesn't work with bigots or fanatics. And
the more "religious" someone is, the more
judgmental. Anexampleis thatrelativesoften
constantly harassed a person who said he
or she was homosexual.

Another aside, some of the people
writing in this book should be the type of
guests Oprah has, and not all the suddenly
outed celebrities, who have never suffered
the loss not only of a job, but of a family, '
church, etc.

One of the better chapters is by the
mother of a gay son. She covers all the usual
stereotypes and dismisses them, and gives a

list of resources.
I also found it

interesting to know
that the daughter of
HMS. Richards, a
radio preacher, has
two gay children.
So, being a leader
of a church does
not mean your
children will not
be homosexual.
(I had listened to
him, but don't recall
him discussing this
issue.)

In a list after
each chapter there
are resources
and references,
discussion

prove that Jewish doctors were just as good
as none-Jewish. Only later did sociologists,
etc., understand that it is not homosexuals
who are ill, but society. And it is to the shame
of what should be a great medical school
(Lorna Linda) which works to make people
healthy, that it would use medicine to harm
homosexuals. And like too many medical
schools, a person could graduate without
ever having talked about homosexuality.

In this regard, the change in the view
of the psychiatrists and psychologists
is discussed, and it is pointed out that it
was NOTpolitics that made them change
their views, and in fact it was politics that
had made homosexuality an illness in the
first place.

The point is made that in medicine the
issue of homosexuality should not be a
theological or moral issue. It is past time to
allow prejudice to become "evidence." And
no matter what the view a school can not
allow bullies to harm a child, and the schools
must be attacked legally if they do.

In the discussion of "change" it is pointed
out that if someone claims no longer be
homosexual, the claim is disproved when
it is admitted that when they have sex in a
dream, it is still homosexual.

The. church claims to be a caring
church, but it turns out on this subject to
be like President Bush's compassionate
conservatism: nonexistent.

A question being asked today is where
in a church's priorities is the issue of
homosexuality. This church has spent much
money on Colin Cook and his Homosexuals
Anonymous and Quest, and lately against
gay marriage. This is in direct violation of
the history of the church, which suffered
greatly from laws against it. It promoted
separation of church and state, as of course
did early Baptists.

This church often talked about freedom.
Yet has fought gay marriage. And much of
the religious discussion seems to deal with
Paul. (It's strange that Christians ignore
Jesus and push Paul). If the church is not
ready for gay marriage, the church may
not be ready for Jesus. Certainly the early~.-



The problem, as usual, is getting such
an excellent tool to the very people who
need it, not only members of the Seventh
Day Adventist Church, but all people
dealing with religious issues. For while
there are a few small sections that deal with
specifically Seventh Day Adventist issues,
over 90% ofthis bookhas material (facts and
views) that are not only useful to everyone,
but in a few cases have not seen print
anywhere else.

Since religious problems are a personal
issue, the 'first section is from personal
experience as a GLBT Adventist, and
most of the writers came from a deep SDA
background.

Then there is a remarkably good
"history" of the biomedical professions
in dealing with homosexuality. The major
people are covered, such as Hooker, Kinsey,
and Bergler and Bieber, etc. Then there is
the behavioral aspect, sociology etc. Then
a scriptural discussion, overwhelming in a
sense, and as is later pointed out, irrelevant
to most people since logic is not a good
argument to people who have a fixed view,
pro or con. Then there is the question of how
the church should handle the issue, how it
should act over making laws, a very special
issue for SDA people since the church has
suffered greatly as a church that worships
on Saturday and thus its members have
been punished for not being like "normal"
Christians.

While some homosexuals will not
understand the homosexuals who insist
on staying in their church, there is a good
thought presented, some of us are incurably
homosexual and incurably religious.

The book is mainly a product of the
GLBTgroup of SDAmembers, Seventh Day
Adventist Kinship International. They have
been active since the 1970s, incorporating as
a group in 1981.and later had to fight a legal
battle with the church over the use of the

know of this history
and only think this
movement started
as virgin birth at
Stonewall in 1969. It
will not make those
people happy to
know that the one
mention calls it a riot
since those there
constantly point
out that it was a
revolution, a big
difference.

This is relevant
since there might
not have been a Dr.
Evelyn Hooker, or
even a good Dr. Alfred Kinsey had there not
been the help of Mattachine and ONE. Yet
their work is presented in a good timeline
of events and people in the long procession
toward today.

The writers do accept the relationship
among the various civil rights movements
(black, women, etc.). So it is clear that
the people who then and now rejected
homosexuals, also rejected blacks, poor, etc.
(Which again makes it hard to understand
why so many blacks stayed in the church
that supported slavery, or women stayed as
major supporters in a church that kept them
as second class members, and also why
homosexuals stay.

The book discusses the ex-gay
movement, especially how the church
accepted a fraud, Colin Cook, and it also
points out the fact that, as some relatives
kept saying to those who came out as gay,
that-you know what the Bible says, and you
know the devil knows how to use it, and that
applies to our movement, which seems to
worry about letting our work be known, in
both cases the fact is that "Satan knows the
Bible better than we do" and our enemies
know what is going on in our movement
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two gay children.
So, being a leader
of a church does
not mean your
children will not
be homosexual.
(I had listened to
him, but don't recall
him discussing this
issue.)

In a list after
each chapter there
are resources
and references,
discussion
suggestions, and 1
see some, such as
Wayne Bensen, and

wonder if he and others have seen this book.
An issue is raised by one writer

about wondering if the church should
be encouraged to start discussing
homosexuality. At first thought the answer
today would be no since it would be a
negative one. That is like what Don Slater
and ONE said about having sex courses in
school: don't, as none of them would allow
the homosexual viewpoint, so it would be
more harmful, and of course we see (think
of the daughter of the governor of Alaska)
that abstinence-only classes have proved
worthless.

1 don't recall hearing before a term
used, but it is used wisely. It seems in years
past many people were classed as social
degenerates, meaning those who were not
white men mostly, and that was racism
slavery, anti-semitism, anti-homosexual,

.anti-poor, etc. Medicine often did not
correct this anti-human view, and the
writing makes it clear that while Freud did
not consider homosexuality a problem, later
Jewish physicians did and often caused
harm, and the problem was that their views
were not based on medicine, or research,
but on their religion, and they often tried to

.I.•.•. U "".llU.l"'.l.l~ p.l.lv •••• .l•••••~ ..., 1L.l.1\J ell5",araatec",Gi""'* III••
homosexuality. This church has spent much
money on Colin Cook and his Homosexuals
Anonymous and Quest, and lately against
gay marriage. This is in direct violation of
the history of the church, which suffered
greatly from laws against it. It promoted
separation of church and state, as of course
did early Baptists.

This church often talked about freedom
Yet has fought gay marriage. And much of
the religious discussion seems to deal with
Paul. (It's strange that Christians ignore
Jesus and push Paul). If the church is not
ready for gay marriage, the church may
not be ready for Jesus. Certainly the early
religious practiced incest and polygamy,
and no one talks about David and Jonathan.

But the worst sin of this church is that
it is not using these wonderful resources,
these fine men and women who seek to
join and serve.

Certain phrases stand out. The gospel is
first, the law is second. We can be "correct"
and be wrong. And the closing pages go
directly to what seems irrelevant, but is pure
Jesus. Rethink what is said in the story of
the Good Samaritan-lawyers and preachers
passed the hurt man by, the outsider did
the right thing. Others would seek to call a
conference to deal with the generic issue
of criminals, set up a committee, find any
excuse, but talk rather than act and take
responsibility.

And then finally there is the return of
the prodigal Son. He is given equality, which
doesn't make the son who stayed happy.

The church today has to face reality. If
Ellen White could allow members to accept
racial segregation if they lived in the South, '
and not try to end prayer in school, then
it is past time for the church to deal with
the fact that a Bible that accepted slavery
is not a Bible that should be used to make
homosexuals ou teas ts, and the fu ture of our
nation will not have a place for a church that
is less Christ-like than the government.

There·s More
Montrose GEM

on the Web
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Quickies
All sort

of things
are going
on. This
Sunday
afternoon,

many members of Team 611,a contingent in the2009AIDS
Walk, will have a party at The 611.You're invited

Spring Iniquity 2009 will take place April 17to 19at
various locations. The Ripcord will be the host bar and
Black Hawk Leather is a proud major sponsor.

Spring is really here now. We made it through another
Texas winter.

Chili Groove has reopened on Market Street in
downtown Galveston, also known as The Strand

Cardinals and blue jays have been spotted in Montrose.
ICOH will host "A Night at the Speakeasy" 8:00 p.m.,

Sat., March 28, at El's.
Mr. Prime Choice will be at the Ripcord on April 25.
Wear your ''Wut Up Trannie" t-shirt to Crocker and

receive a special deal. A date with the bartender? No, even
better than that.

Mary's has $1.25draft every day ill 8:00 p.m.
Tony's Corner Pocket now has game night (with pizza!)

on Wednesdays.
GOP Platform

,T HIS I S
MONTROSE
News, Nonsense, Rants
By Henry McClurg

Mr. PrimE
ChoiCE TExas

2009
Contest~

(.«, 431. I'nK1<.K(J«'$

April25" 2009
9:00 PM Masters of Ceremony:

colZO . StEVe CarbonE &
~'X>~~FairviEW Laur van Valkenburg

. ~uston .

I found this from Barbara Morrill on Daily Kos.
''When Republicans got together last year to write the

national security plank of their party-platform, I wonder
if the irony in this passage escapedthem. One sign of our
unity isour EngJish language. For newcomers, it has always

For more information & applications visit
www.pwaholidaycharities.org/MrPCT
The Ripcord or Black Hawk Leather

John Sealy
Hospital!

Univ. Texas
Medical
Branch

The Strand
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unity isour English language. For newcomers, it has always

been the fastest route to prosperity in America. English
. empowers. We support English as the official language
in our nation ... thereby fostering a commitment to our.
national motto, E Pluribus Unum."

I find two things wrong here. First, in this ever-ongoing
effort by the GOP to make America an English-language
country by law, they quote E Pluribus Unum.

But even more, E Pluribus Unum is NOT our national
motto. It's "In God WeTrust."
Sea Cruise, Ooh-Wee Baby

Last issue I told you how I met a few entertainers when I
was young. But I left out Frankie Ford, Rock & Roll Hall of
Farner ("Sea Cruise").

"Sea cruise, sea cruise, ooh-wee ooh wee baby. I wanna
take you on a sea cruise."

Forgot all about him. But then, the other night, he was
on channel 8, PBS, as part of one of those musical pledge
drives featuring rock and rollers from the old days.

Back in New Orleans in about 1971I was hitched to
Tattooed Bob (as he was called). He was a bartender at
Lafitte's. That was when the most prestigious job one
could have in New Orleans in the gay community was
bartending at Lafitte's. I myself would occasionallyfill in
as the doorman when Bob was working. I assumed they
wouldn't let me bartend because I was prettier than the
other bartenders.

One night, Frankie Ford came in. He knew Bob. I think
Frankie took a liking to me. He invited both of us to his
house in Gretna. We all drank and ate and talked and then it
was back to "The Quarter."

Frank looked good on TV earlier this month,
performing Sea Cruise live.

For more information & applications visit
wvvw.pwaholidaycharities.org/MrPCT
The Ripcord or Black Hawk Leather
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