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"The Importance of the
Harvey Milk Opera"

This month, Houston Grand Opera
is proud to host the World Premier
of the opera "Harvey Milk.· We are
honored to have with us Michael
Korie, the Librettist for this exciting
new opera.

This true story is inspired by the life,
martyrdom, and assassination of
San Francisco's first openly gay
elected political official. This brand
new opera presents the story of how
Harvey Milk rose above the
prejudice that underlies much of the
American dream, succeeded in

merican politics, and became a
ro in the process.

See the related article below about
special opportunities to purchase
tickets.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for first-
time-visitors and- a group-geared to
advocacy concerns, follow the
program. These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families
sharing their journeys and learning
from each other. We look forward
to seeing you at the next meeting!
Come join us!

PFLAGNight at the Opera
Join Usfor Opening Nightl

As mentioned in the above article, the
Houston Grand Opera is very excited to
resent a World Premier of a new opera
hat tells the story of one of the 20th

century gay heros. Although Houston
Grand Opera was chosen for this
exciting worid premier, it has not been
without the unfortunate responses of our
homophobic society. Approximately
one-third of the HGO season
subscribers have cancelled their tickets
for this pertormance.

Now is the time for us to support HGO in
its effort to celebrate diversity through

e arts in its presentation of the Harvey
ilk opera. Carole Miller has arranged

~ L.f __ I __ ~ __J. 1 .I __ ••• .I .,. ••

Parents. families aJId Friends IIIlesblans and Gays

PFLAGHouston to be Part of
Project Open Mind

Exciting National Opportunity

Just as this issue of the PFLAG FLYER
was "going to press: Gail Rickey, our
1994 Co-President was informed that
Houston has been selected by PFLAG
National to be one of the cities selected
to participate in Project Open Mind.

We will be talking much more about this
exciting new program in the future. Ac-
cording to Gail Rickey, "This is a very
exciting opportunity, Challenge, and
honor to be a part of Project Open Mind:
Designed to promote tolerance and
"open-mlndedness," this mass media
and public awareness campaign will be
an exciting part of PFLAG Houston's
1995 schedule.

1995 PFLAGBoard of Directors
As we begin a new year, we face exciting
challenges and opportunities. To help
lead PELAG Hcuston.Jntn.these times,
here is the 1995 Board of Directors.
President: Don Sinclair
VP & Advocacy: Doug Ensminger
Secretary: Jim Black
Treasurer: David Franklin
Conference Coordinator: Earl Campa
Community Education: Barbara Winston
Membership: Irv & Jane Smith
Helpline: Judy Filippone
Small Groups/Newsletter: Doug Upchurch
Publicity: Craig Stephens
Special Projects: Phillip Winston
Library: Dick & Norma Graves
Members at Large: Marge Black
Lane & Doris Kalmin Ken Parker
Bill Gilmer Mary Jo Dupre
Diana Fleming John Bush

PFLAGSpeakers Travels North
Address Gay ILesbian Students

When the gay and lesbian student
organization at Stephen F. Austin State
University was threatened with expulsion
from the campus, our Community
Outreach Chairperson, Barbara Winston,
called the student leaders and offered to
help out. The students requested that we
send a contingent to speak to their group
and to anyone else on campus who was
willing to listen.

In addition to speaking to an audience of
45, we also opened up some doors of

Conference Contribution
News UPDATE!!!

Does your company have a
"Matching Gifts" Program?

Opportunities for Advocacy
Demonstrations in Austin

On Feb. 5, the Lesbian & Gay Rights
Lobby (LGRL) of Texas are holding a
"Faces of AIDS· demonstration on the
South steps of the Texas Capital
Building in Austin. They will be
displaying pictures of those of our loved
ones that have died with AIDS. On Feb.
6th, they will host "A Day of Lobbying" in
Austin where you can learn all about-the
part you can play in Lobbying our elected
officials. If you would like to donate or
take a picture to the demonstration or
attend the Day of Lobbying, call Peg or
George Nevers @ 526-0471 or the
LGRL @ 512-474-5475.

As we approach the 1995 Healing the
Hurt Conference, one of the many ways _
we must prepare is flnanclatiy, It has
been brought to our attention that
perhaps many of the companies or
organizations that you work for might
have a "Matching Gifts· program. These
programs typically will match an
employee's contribution to a non-profit
oraanization bv as many as 3 times the



, or me opera -Harvey MilK. - we are
honored to have with us Michael
Korie, the Librettist for this exciting
new opera.

This true story is inspired by the life,
martyrdom, and assassination of
San Francisco's first openly gay
elected political official. This brand
new opera presents the story of how
Harvey Milk rose above the
prejudice that underlies much of the
American dream, succeeded in

merican politics, and became a
ro in the process.

See the related article below about
special opportunities to purchase
tickets.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for first-
time visitors -and-a -group-geared to
advocacy concerns, follow the
program. These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families
sharing their journeys and learning
from each other. We look forward
to seeing you at the next meeting!
Come join us! '

PFLAGNight at the Opera
Join Usfor Opening Nightl

As mentioned in the above article, the
Houston Grand Opera is very excited to

t resent a World Premier of a new opera
hat tells the story of one of the 20th

century gay heros. Although Houston
Grand Opera was chosen for this
exciting worid premier, it has not been
without the unfortunate responses of our
homophobic society. Approximately
one-third ot the HGO season
subscribers have cancelled their tickets
for this performance.

Now is the time for us to support HGO in
its effort to celebrate diversity through

~ . e arts in its presentation of the Harvey
ilk opera. Carole Miller has arranged

for a block of at least 20 tickets for the
opening night of the "Harvey Milk"
opera. These seats are normally $45
each but have been reduced to $38.50
due to our group purchase. If you are
interested, call Carole Miller at wk: 623-
2838 or hm: 580-6607 as soon as
possible as the tickets must be
purchased immediately.

Just as this issue of the PFLAG FLYER
was "going to press," Gail Rickey, our
1994 Co-President was informed that
Houston has been selected by PFLAG
National to be one of the cities selected
to participate in Project Open Mind.

We will be talking much more about this
exciting new program in the future. Ac-
cording to Gail Rickey, "This is a very
exciting opportunity, challenge, and
honor to be a part of Project Open Mind:
Designed to promote tolerance and
"open-mindedness," this mass media
and public awareness campaign will be
an exciting part of PFLAG Houston's
1995 schedule.

1995 PFLAGBoard of Directors
As we begin a new year, we face exciting
challenges and opportunities. To help
lead ~ELAG .Hcuston.Jntn.tbese times.
here is the 1995 Board of Directors.
President: Don Sinclair
VP & Advocacy: Doug Ensminger
Secretary: Jim Black
Treasurer: David Franklin
Conference Coordinator: Earl Campa
Community Education: Barbara Winston
Membership: Irv & Jane Smith
Helpline: Judy Filippone
Small Groups/Newsletter: Doug Upchurch
Publicity: Craig Stephens
Special Projects: Phillip Winston
Library: Dick & Norma Graves
Members at Large: Marge Black
Lane & Doris Kalmin Ken Parker
Bill Gilmer Mary Jo Dupre
Diana Fleming John Bush

PFLAGSpeakers Travels North
Address Gay ILesbian Students

When the gay and lesbian student
organization at Stephen F. Austin State
University was threatened with expulsion
from the campus, our Community
Outreach Chairperson, Barbara Winston,
called the student leaders and offered to
help out. The students requested that we
send a contingent to speak to their group
and to anyone else on campus who was
willing to listen.

In addition to speaking to an audience of
45, we also opened up some doors of
communication in the area, which has
created ripple effects beyond our
imagining. One of the most important
aspects of our visit was recognizing the
pain and isolation of gays, lesbians and
their families who live in small towns,
and acknowledging our responsibility in
supporting them.

Conference Contribution
News UPDATE!!!

Does your company have a
"Matching Gifts" Program?

Opportunities for Advocacy
Demonstrations in Austin

On Feb. 5, the Lesbian & Gay Rights
Lobby (LGRL) of Texas are holding a
"Faces of AIDS· demonstration on the
South steps of the Texas Capital
Building in Austin. They will be
displaying pictures of those of our loved
ones that have died with AIDS. On Feb.
6th, they will host "A Day of Lobbying" in
Austin where you can learn all about the
part you can play in Lobbying our elected
officials. If you would like to donate or
take a picture to the demonstration or
attend the Day of Lobbying, call Peg or
George Nevers @ 526-0471 or the
LGRL @ 512-474-5475.

As we approach the 1995 Healing the
Hurt _Conference, one of the many ways _
we must prepare is financially. It has
been brought to our attention that
perhaps many of the companies or
organizations that you work for might
have a "Matching Gifts" program. These
programs typically will match an
employee's contribution to a non-profit
organization by as many as 3 times the
original donation.

If your company has a matching gifts
program, this means that you may be
able to double or even triple your
contribution to the conference. Call
PFLAG treasurer David Franklin at 529-
2334 to find out how to designate your
check for matching gifts.
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Recyclable () Reprint
The following article was originally printed in the Houston Post. The author, Peggy Testa
is a Houston sales representative who has been involved in several grass roots
organizations for a number of years. We thought it was important enough to include it a
second time as our reprint of the month.

Columnist doesn't understand gays and those who love them

One of the greatest things about America
is that everyone is entitled to an opinion.
One of the worst is that people spout
their opinions without educating
themselves fully about the facts.

In a discussion around the dinner table,
these kinds of uninformed espousals can
be irritating, but when printed in a major
newspaper, they are dangerous.

Such is the case with Suzanne Fields'
Nov. 26 column, "Gays in Military
Agenda Hurt Clinton and 'New'
Democrats." Fields in writing of
President Clinton's attempt to "thrust the
homosexual sensibility into the military"
states: "The firestorm encountered had
considerably less to do with homophobia,
real or imagined,
than his misreading
of the American
public and the
respect it pays our
military."

Does Fields intend
to imply that gays
and lesbians are not
worthy of respect?
There have always been gays and
lesbians in the military. If the military has
been respected in the past, the respect
was showered equally upon heterosexual
and homosexual soldiers. Whenever
soldiers have fought and fallen, gays
have been included.

Fields makes much of Clinton's avoiding
military service during the Vietnam War
when the fact is he is no different from
hundreds of thousands of Baby Boomers
who, like Newt Gingrich, did not serve.

I am not undyingly supportive of the
president, but whatever his flaws, history
will record that Bill Clinton was merely
the first of a new generation of non-
military presidents, and that in his first 2
years in office, his achievements as
commander in chief were not
insignificant.

"Declarations of homosexuality by young
men living in close quarters affect a
military unit's sense of robust manhood,
a fundamental prerequisite for becoming
a fighter," Fields claims, implying that
gay men are not manly.

I know a good number of gay men, and
most of them consider themselves to be
100 percent male. If they were walking
downthe street most people would notice
nnthinn I-Inm~nlv ~hnllt tho", ll. nn "... I

values" banner. She says these
Americans are not necessarily anti-gay
but are angry at the celebration of the
"gay lifestyle" that breeds disease and
promiscuity because "homosexuality is
about multiple partners."

I guess no one shared this "fact" with two
lesbian couples I know. Both couples
recently celebrated 20 years together.
This "fact" also must not have found its
way to a gay man I know who became a
widower after 15 years with one partner.
No, his partner did not die of AIDS, he
drowned in a flood in the Austin area
while tending to their country house.

These people are not the exceptions.
Gays and lesbians desire love and

companionship the
same as straights. Like
heterosexuals, we fear
the loneliness of
growing old alone. And
we want the opportunity
to look back over a
lifetime from the
viewpoint of one who's
shared that life with one

significant other.

We are no less human than
heterosexuals, and we yearn for the
richness of a relationship that simmers
and mellows over time. As for the
"multiple partners" Fields mentions as a
gay agenda - I do know of one man who
is with his third partner. His first and
second died of AIDS. I can only stand in
awe of this man's faith in life itself as he
continues to put his heart on the line,
knowing the terrible pain of such
permanent loss in this lifetime.

I would like to suggest that Ms. Fields
contact PFLAG, (Parents, Families, and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) so she
can learn the truth about lesbians and
gays, and about those who love them.

Some family members began their
journey out of the "family closet" when
confronted by the homosexuality of their
own child. Some, -like Fields, had
believed the misinformation they had
heaFEI. But their child was not like that.
Their child was from a good home and
was clean-cut and often college
educated. Their child was like everyone
else's child, except their child was gay.

We of the Houston gay and lesbian
community are extremely fortunate to
have the wonderful people of PFLAG as
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A Story from the Holidays
by Gail Rickey

For parents of gays and lesbians, one of
the biggest benefits of PFLAG is
connecting with people who not only
teach us but who challenge and inspire us
to take yet another step in standing up for
our children. During the recent holiday
season, we received a Christmas card
that did exactly that. It came from Pat
Stone, president of PFLAG Dallas, and
her husband Dan. The focal point was a
family photo, picturing Pat and Dan, their
straight son Brad, their lesbian daughter
T.J., T.J.'s life partner Katherine, and T.J.
and Katherine's two children - Matt (the
biological son of Katherine) and Zack, the
newborn son of T,J. and Katherine.

The card was accompanied by a warm,
loving letter from Dan in which
explained the photo, talked about
Stones' work with PFLAG, and called for
acceptance and understanding for gays
and lesbians. The card was mailed out to
everybody on the Stones' Christmas card
list of over 200, including "the gas station
attendant and our dentist and our doctor,"
says Pat.

Here are some excerpts
from Dan's letter:

"We raised T.J. to be
strong, to know herself and to
hear more than the clamoring of the
crowd. She learned her lessons well and
has grown to teach her parents a thing or
two:

"Katherine (T.J.'s partner) is a warm,
caring person, a university professor and
the loving life-partner of T.J. When the
law allows it, they'll be married. We love
Katherine and Matt and accept them as
full members of our family. We benefit
from their love."

"Pat's (Dan's wife) reaction to the ne
(T.J.'s coming out) was a thoughtful one.
She started bringing in books and articles
for us to read and ponder. We were both
certain that we were not going to lose a
daughter over this issue. It took a few
weeks to grow through the stages of
increasing awareness and acceptance.
At first, Pat and I held some general
concerns along with some fear for T.J.'5
safety. It's hard to comprehend, but gays
are still being killed for simply being gay.
We've never been much for p
marches or rallies so we let T.J. know
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be irritating, but when printed in a major
newspaper,they are dangerous.

Such is the case with Suzanne Fields'
Nov. 26 column, "Gays in Military
Agenda Hurt Clinton and 'New'
Democrats." Fields in writing of
President Clinton's attempt to "thrust the
homosexual sensibility into the military"
states: "The firestorm encountered had
considerably less to do with homophobia,
real or imagined,
than his misreading
of the American
public and the
respect it pays our
military:

Does Fields intend
to imply that gays
and lesbians are not
worthy of respect?
There have always been gays and
lesbians in the military. If the military has
been respected in the past, the respect
was showered equally upon heterosexual
and homosexual soldiers. Whenever
soldiers have fought and fallen, gays
have been included.

Fields makes much of Clinton's avoiding
military service during the Vietnam War
when the fact is he is no different from
hundreds of thousands of Baby Boomers
who, like Newt GingriCh, did not serve.

I am not undyingly supportive of the
president, but whatever his flaws, history
will record that Bill Clinton was merely
the first of a new generation of non-
military presidents, and that in his first 2
years in office, his achievements as
commander in chief were not
insignificant.

"Declarations of homosexuality by young
men living in close quarters affect a
military unit's sense of robust manhood,
a fundamental prerequisite for becoming
a fighter," Fields claims, implying that
gay men are not manly.

, know a good number of gay men, and
most of them consider themselves to be
100 percent male. If they were walking
down the street most people would notice
nothing unmanly about them. And as I
said, many have served, fought and
sometimes died.

According to Fields, dealing openly with
the issue of gays in the military upsets
the "family values" constituency, and she
includes in this constituency those who
are mainstream, even if they do not
define themselves by waving the "family
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lesbian couples I know. Both couples
recently celebrated 20 years together.
This "fact" also must not have found its
way to a gay man I know who became a
widower after 15 years with one partner.
No, his partner did not die of AIDS, he
drowned in a flood in the Austin area
while tending to their country house.

These people are not the exceptions.
Gays and lesbians desire love and

companionship the
same as straights. Like
heterosexuals, we fear
the loneliness of
growing old alone. And
we want the opportunity
to look back over a
lifetime from the
viewpoint of one who's
shared that life with one

significant other.

We are no less human than
heterosexuals, and we yearn for the
richness of a relationship that simmers
and mellows over time. As for the
"multiple partners" Fields mentions as a
gay agenda - I do know of one man who
is with his third partner. His first and
second died of AIDS. I can only stand in
awe of this man's faith in life itself as he
continues to put his heart on the line,
knowing the terrible pain of such
permanent loss in this lifetime.

I would like to suggest that Ms. Fields
contact PFLAG, (Parents, Families, and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) so she
can learn the truth about lesbians and
gays, and about those who love them.

Some family members began their
journey out of the "family closet" when
confronted by the homosexuality of their
own child. Some, -Ilke Fields, had
believed the misinformation they had
neafa.- But their-child was net like that.
Their child was from a good home and
was clean-cut and often college
educated. Their child was like everyone
else's child, except their child was gay.

We of the Houston gay and lesbian
community are extremely fortunate to
have the wonderful people of PFLAG as
a resource, and a comfort. When all is
said and done, our heterosexual family
and friends, standing steadfastly with us,
will be our greatest strength.

Call them Ms. Fields. Be open to their
experience. Be broad-minded enough
just to listen, and do it for yourself - for
your own heart.

season, we received a Christmas card
that did exactly that. It came from Pat
Stone, president of PFLAG Dallas, and
her husband Dan. The focal point was a
family photo, picturing Pat and Dan, their
straight son Brad, their lesbian daughter
T.J., T.J.'s life partner Katherine, and T.J.
and Katherine's two children - Matt (the
biological son of Katherine) and Zack, the
newborn son of T.J. and Katherine.

The card was accompanied by a warm,
loving letter from Dan in which
explained the photo, talked about
Stones' work with PFLAG, and called for
acceptance and understanding for gays
and lesbians. The card was mailed out to
everybody on the Stones' Christmas card
list of over 200, including "the gas station
attendant and our dentist and our doctor,"
says Pat.

Here are some excerpts
from Dan's letter:

"We raised T.J. to be
strong, to know herself and to
hear more than the clamoring of the
crowd. She learned her lessons well and
has grown to teach her parents a thing or
two:

"Katherine (T.J.'s partner) is a warm,
caring person, a university professor and
the loving life-partner of T.J. When the
law allows it, they'll be married. We love
Katherine and Matt and accept them as
full members of our family. We benefit
from their love." (~

"Pat's (Dan's wife) reaction to the n~
(T.J.'s coming out) was a thoughtful one.
She started bringing in books and articles
for us to read and ponder. We were both
certain that we were not going to lose a
daughter over this issue. It took a few
weeks to ~grow through the STagesof
increasing awareness and acceptance.
At first, Pat and I held some general
concerns along with some fear for T.J.'s
safety. It's hard to comprehend, but gays
are still being killed for simply being gay.
We've never been much for p
marches or rallies so we let T.J. know
she shouldn't expect us to be in any Gay
Pride parades. Of course, we have been
in every such parade held here in Dallas
since then. We became activists
because we learned about a great
injustice.·

Continued on Page 3
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A Time for the Lion Hearted
by Barbara Winston

If ever there is a time for parents and friends of lesbians and gays to stand up and
speak out, now is that time. In the past few months I have observed the hateful
attack on our children by the radical right, read about the attempted ban on a gay
student group at Stephen F. Austin State University, and witnessed the devastating
defeat of political candidates who have supported our cause. Recently, in Dallas
during the "Creating Change" conference, my son and other young people were
taunted by a minister and his family who stood outside the conference building and
waved signs printed with unspeakable, vile messages. Never in my wildest dreams
did I ever imagine that I would have a son or daughter who would experience such
deplorable treatment.

According to headlines in the Houston Chronicle (Thursday, December 15), anti-gay
activity is increasing in the United States. This hostility toward our children can be
attributed to the growth and the influence of the far right. The attacks on lesbians
and gays has validated my worst fears. The war against our children and our
friends has just begun, and we must prepare ourselves for battle.

After the election, I very much identified with Juan Palomo (Houston Post,
November 10, 1994) when he told of trying to soothe his own emotions by gulping
down soggy junk food and cheap wine. I tried to calm myself by stuffing down three
peanu~butter sandwiches. Nothing helped, and for two days I moved through the
world In a state of mild depression. On the third night, I received a wonderful gift
f om my psyche, a beautiful dream that will serve as a visual metaphor for my call

arms.

My dre~m c.onsistedof two parts. In the first part I saw myself holding and stroking
a beautiful lion cub who was eagerly sucking warm milk from the bottle I held in one
hand: In the second series of images, I saw a large curly headed man standing by
the Sideof a dusty road. He was shouting what seemed to be an important message
t~ the. men drivi~g the battalion of army trucks heading slowly and steadily in his
direction. The dnvers of the trucks were carbon copies of the shouting man, whose
words were drowned out by the roar of the engines. I was surprised to see that the
trucks were 'Icaoed with beautiful green trees; symbols of new life, new growth. 1-
awoke to my own cries of "speak louder, speak louder!" I knew that I had received
a wonderful gift.

Consulting a book on dreams, I found the following words: "taming the lion is
meeting one's own fears through inner strength and love." I have no doubt at all
th~t I ~m nurturing the young lion within me in preparation for the challenges ahead.
A lion ISa symbol of courage, of strength, and power, all of which I need. As for the
trucks and drivers, there are two messages. Yes, there is danger ahead for every
one. Our only decision is whether we will stand back and remain silent while our
children and friends are being attacked or summon our courage and speak out. If
we speak with love, speak loudly and clearly so the world can hear us we will be
victorious in our war on homophobia. '

To. prepare for battle, we must strengthen our inner convictions, strengthen our
voices. We can begin by healing our own wounds, making peace within our own
families and building stronger foundations for our homes. Then, we must come

gether .and tell the world the truth about our own experiences. Our power will be
speaking from our hearts about our love for our children and our friends. The

message will be one of inclusion, justice, and healing for a divided world. We will
gain strength as we stand united. Our children and our gay and lesbian friends
cannot and should not fight the battle alone. They need our help. Now is the time
for the lion hearted.

A Story from the Holidays, Continued from Page 2

PFLAG
FLYER

~-r January 1995V"" Page 3

Request for Advocacy Action!
You can Make a Difference

With a difficult election behind us, it's
time to take some positive action on
behalf of PFLAG and human rights
issues. We are suggesting you write the
newly elected U.S. Senators and
Representatives from your state, as well
as the newly elected Governor, Senate
and House members of your state
legislature, and perhaps new county and
local officials.

Well before their sessions open and
formal lobbying begins, they need to
hear from us confidentially, know our
concerns and feel the support we will
give them on the issues dear to us. A
letter is the easiest way to contact them.
A phone call from you also can be
influential.

In spite of the radical right rhetoric and
the official Republican opposition to gay
issues, let's remember that the
occurrence of gays and lesbians in our
population is not party selective. We
have some support from across the
political spectrum, and may be able to
secure more if we will seek it early. At
the very minimum, our advance contacts
may be able to neutralize what could
become potentially damaging votes later
on. Here are a few paragraphs that you
can include in your letters...

"We write as the proud parents, family
members and friends of many of your
new constituents who are gay, lesbian,
or bisexual. We know that the well-being
of all of your constituents is important to
you. We are of course concerned to see
policies in place that will assure the
safety of our loved ones and the
protection of their full civil rights. We
ask nothing more, nothing less."

Take a minute today and write or call
your newly elected officials so that they
know that we will stand behind our
friends and family members when it
comes to equal rights for all of us.

"Our goal (through work in PFLAG) is to h:lp relieve the pain being experienced in many families and to reduce the injustices
~uffered by too many for such a I,ong,long time. Maybe we can help reduce the number of suicides among gay teenagers. They
live under such great str~ss that s forced upon them by others who don't care. Our aim is to Changethings where we can. We
have come a long way since T.J. lit the candle."

oday millions more are still held hostage by intolerance and indifference simply because they are gay. Once again, I hear
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speak out, now is that time. In the past few months I have observed the hateful
attack on our children by the radical right, read about the attempted ban on a gay
student group at Stephen F. Austin State University, and witnessed the devastating
defeat of political candidates who have supported our cause. Recently, in Dallas
during the "Creating Change- conference, my son and other young people were
taunted by a minister and his family who stood outside the conference building and
waved signs printed with unspeakable, vile messages. Never in my wildest dreams
did I ever imagine that I would have a son or daughter who would experience such
deplorable treatment.

Ac~o~di~g.to hea~lin~s in the ~ouston Chronicle (Thursday, December 15), anti-gay
activity IS increasing In the United States. This hostility toward our children can be
attributed to the growth and the influence of the far right. The attacks on lesbians
and gays has validated my worst fears. The war against our children and our
friends has just begun, and we must prepare ourselves for battle.

After the election, I very much identified with Juan Palomo (Houston Post,
November 10, 1994) when he told of trying to soothe his own emotions by gulping
down soggy junk food and cheap wine. I tried to calm myself by stuffing down three
peanut butter sandwiches. Nothing helped, and for two days I moved through the
world in a state of mild depression. On the third night, I received a wonderful gift

4Jliim my psyche, a beautiful dream that will serve as a visual metaphor for my call
.arms.

My dre~m c.onsistedof two parts. In the ~rst part I saw myself holding and stroking
a beautiful lion cub who was eagerly sucking warm milk from the bottle I held in one
hand: In the second series of images, I saw a large curly headed man standing by
the Sideof a dusty road. He was shouting what seemed to be an important message
t~ the. men drivi~g 'the battalion of army trucks heading slowly and steadily in his
direction. The dnvers of the trucks were carbon copies of the shouting man, whose
word~ were drowned out by the roar of the engines. I was surprised to see that the
truCKSwere loaded with beautiful green trees; symbols of new life, new growth. I
awoke to my own cries of "speak louder, speak louder!" I knew that I had received
a wonderful gift.

Consulting a book on dreams, I found the following words.. "taming the lion is
meeting one's own fears through inner strength and love." I have no doubt at all
that I am nurturing the young lion within me in preparation for the challenges ahead.
A lion is a symbol of courage, of strength, and power, all of which I need. As for the
trucks and drivers, there are two messages. Yes, there is danger ahead for every
one. Our only decision is whether we will stand back and remain silent while our
children and friends are being attacked or summon our courage and speak out. If
we speak with love, speak loudly and clearly so the world can hear us we will be
victorious in our war on homophobia. '

To. prepare for battle, we must strengthen our inner convictions, strengthen our
voices. We can begin by healing our own wounds, making peace within our own
families and building stronger foundations for our homes. Then, we must come

gether .and tell the world the truth about our own experiences. Our power will be
speaking from our hearts about our love for our children and our friends. The

message will be one of inclusion, justice, and healing for a divided world. We will
gain strength as we stand united. Our children and our gay and lesbian friends
cannot and should not fight the battle alone. They need our help. Now is the time
for the lion hearted.

A Story from the Holidays, Continued from Page 2

Request for Advocacy Action!
You can Make a Difference

With a difficult election behind us, it's
time to take some positive action on
behalf of PFLAG and human rights
issues. We are suggesting you write the
newly elected U.S. Senators and
Representatives from your state, as well
as the newly elected Governor, Senate
and House members of your state
legislature, and perhaps new county and
local officials.

Well before their sessions open and
formal lobbying begins, they need to
hear from us confidentially, know our
concerns and feel the support we will
give them on the issues dear to us. A
letter is the easiest way to contact them.
A phone call from you also can be
influential.

In spite of the radical right rhetoric and
the official Republican opposition to gay
issues, let's remember that the
occurrence of gays and lesbians in our
population is not party selective. We
have some support from across the
political spectrum, and may be able to
secure more if we will seek it early. At
the very minimum, our advance contacts
may be able to neutralize what could
become potentially damaging votes later
on. Here are a few paragraphs that you
can include in your letters...

"We write as the proud parents, family
members and friends of many of your
new constituents who are gay, lesbian,
or bisexual. We know that the well-being
of all of your constituents is important to
you. We are of course concerned to see
policies in place that will assure the
safety of our loved ones and the
protection of their full civil rights. We
ask nothing more, nothing less."

Take a minute today and write or call
your newly elected officials so that they
know that we will stand behind our
friends and family members when it
comes to equal rights for all of us.

"Our goal (through work in PFLAG) is to h~lp relieve the pain being experienced in many families and to reduce the injustices
~uffered by too many for such a I,ong,long time. Maybe we can help reduce the number of suicides among gay teenagers. They
live under such great stress that s forced upon them by others who don't care. Our aim is to change things where we can We
have come a long way since T.J. lit the candle." .

oday millions more are still held hostage by intolerance and indifference simply because they are gay. Once again, I hear
hateful mes~ages from some of the current religious leaders. And it offends me. That's my wonderful daughter they're talking
about. That s the many fine gay ~eo~le I have ac~epted as part of my family that they are condemning. And the descriptions
they ~se of gay people are so ternbly Inaccurate. like dead fish, messages of hate still stink even when wrapped in pages from
the Bible:

"I hope you get the message. I.t'sone that shouldn't be put in the closet. It needs talking about. I care about what you think or
I would neve~have sent you thl~ letter. I love m daughter, and I admire her and have been enriched by her life experiences. I
accept her Withoutany reservation, and I want you to accept her and her family with the warmth that you have always extended
to me. That's my Christmas wish."



From the RIckeys ...Our 1994 Co-Presidents
Serving as president of PFLAG Houston for the past three years has truly been one
of the highlights of our lives. Pat and I are deeply grateful to each of you for giving
us that opportunity. We have been honored to represent you in numerous forums,
speaking out and standing up for the full human rights of persons we love.

Undeniably, leading this fast-growing chapter has taken a lot oftime and energy, but
whatever we have put into it has come back to us a thousand-fold, strengthening us
and greatly enriching our lives. (Parents new to PFLAG take note: working to
enlighten others and to help end injustice toward gays and lesbians is THE best way '"- 1IiI
to make progress in supporting your gay and lesbian children with love and pride!)

I want to thank everyone on the 1994 Board for their hard work, committment and
support. An extra special thank-you to the following members who have served
multiple terms and are stepping down from their previous positions:

T Carole Miller - Board Member for three years, serving as vice president for two
years, special projects chair for one year, and the leader of our Pride Parade
contingent!

T Nancy Camp - Board Member for three years, serving as secretary for one year
and Member at Large for 2 years. (Nancy will continue to be in charge of mail-
outs, which is a tremendous undertaking.)

T John & Joy Ganther - Faithful librarians and Board Members for three years.
T Mary Egert - Board Member for two and one-half years, pioneering our first

Healing the Hurt Conference and serving as Fundraising Chair.
T Beth Drake - Headed up the Helpline for two years. Beth has always "gone the

extra mile" in getting callers the help they need. She will continue to be a
helpline staffer.

T Arden Eversmeyer - Treasurer for two years. She and Charlotte Avery will
continue to be Chapter Archivists, maintaining the collection they initiated

The 2 new PFLAG Houston business
cards were so popular at the last

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- meeting,wequic~yrnno~~~eones
that were printed. GOOD NEWS!!!
More have been printed and wil
available at the January meeting. TIi
cards state that the person giving the
card is the loving family member of a gay
or lesbian individual. Intended to inform
businesses of the source of their
business, these have been great as
conversation starters as well. Here are
just a few of the ways that we have heard
of these wonderful cards being used.

We want to hear more ideas about you
are using these cards. Please mail or
call in your story to Doug Upchurch at the
address or phone number in the "Notes

!b:lIDmIllIIIIClIDmIllIIIIClIDZKlr:mIllIDZKlr:mIllZlldi from the Editor" section.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG

P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 local chapters and contacts. Our chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

To All PFLAGmembers: A Note from the Dysons
As we all prepare for the 1995 Healing the Hurt conference, it is important that we
get the word out to as many people as we can. Being the liaisons for religious
groups, we believe many of you have religious affiliations that can be used in a
more personal and meaningful way than a general mail-out in publicizing the 1995
"Healing the Hurt" Conference.

If you are willing to contact caring people in your congregation (staff or otherwise)
who will personally encourage members to attend the conference, please see Chig
or Arnold Dyson at the January meeting, during the break before going to your
individual small group.

Contribution Cards Update
Honor those you love

As mentioned last month, PFLAG
Houston now has the ability to send an
"In Memoriam of" or "In Honor Of" card
recognizing your contribution to the work
of PFLAG. Simply call Joy Ganther
directly at 784-4544 or you may write her
at 11161 Riverview Way, Houston,
Texas, 77042, with the information for
your card. This will be much faster than
mailing your request to the PFLAG P.O.
Box.

Thanks
A "Big Thanks" to Pete and

Judy Filippone for the use of
their home for the PFLAG
Holiday Party. 116 people

attended with lots of sharing,
fun times, and good talk.

I / We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON.
Family/Couple: $40
Individual: $25
Student/Limited Income: $10

PFLAG
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Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

Hello again! It seems like only yesterday
I was doing the November newsletter!!
"Well keep those cards and letters
coming!" We are now up to
approximately 750 in circulation!!! As
always, I can be reached at either 528-
3684 by phone, 1903 Portsmouth #6,
Houston TX 77098 by mail, or
DougUp67@aol.com by email! © +

"Your Business has been
supported by ..."

Update on the businesscards

Your donation is tax deductible
P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
501 (c)(3) organization
(1.0. #76-0372-170)

I / We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _

( ) PleasemaName(s): Home Ph: (_)~ _
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to make progress in supporting your gay and lesbian children with love and pride!)

I want to thank everyone on the 1994 Board for their hard work, committment and
support. An extra special thank-you to the following members who have served
multiple terms and are stepping down from their previous positions:

T Carole Miller - Board Member for three years, serving as vice president for two
years, special projects chair for one year, and the leader of our Pride Parade
contingent!

T Nancy Camp - Board Member for three years, serving as secretary for one year
and Member at Large for 2 years. (Nancy will continue to be in charge of mail-
outs, which is a tremendous undertaking.)

T John & Joy Ganther - Faithful librarians and Board Members for three years.
T Mary Egert - Board Member for two and one-half years, pioneering our first

Healing the Hurt Conference and serving as Fundraising Chair.
T Beth Drake - Headed up the Helpline for two years. Beth has always "gone the

extra mile" in getting callers the help they need. She will continue to be a
helpline staffer.

T Arden Eversmeyer - Treasurer for two years. She and Charlotte Avery will
continue to be Chapter Archivists, maintaining the collection they initiated

To All PFlAG members: A Note from the Dysons
As we all prepare for the 1995 Healing the Hurt conference, it is important that we
get the word out to as many people as we can. Being the liaisons for religious
groups, we believe many of you have religious affiliations that can be used in a
more personal and meaningful way than a general mail-out in publicizing the 1995
"Healing the Hurt" Conference.

If you are willing to contact caring people in your congregation (staff or otherwise)
who will personally encourage members to attend the conference, please see Chig
or Arnold Dyson at the January meeting, during the break before going to your
individual small group.

Contribution Cards Update
Honor those you love

As mentioned last month, PFLAG
Houston now has the ability to send an
"In Memoriam or or "In Honor or card
recognizing your contribution to the work
of PFLAG. Simply call Joy Ganther
directly at 784-4544 or you may write her
at 11161 Riverview Way, Houston,
Texas, 77042, with the information for
your card. This will be much faster than
mailing your request to the PFLAG P.O.
Box.

Thanks

Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

Hello again! It seems like only yesterday
I was doing the November newsletter!!
"Well keep those cards and letters
coming!" We are now up to
approximately 750 in circulation!!! As
always, I can be reached at either 528-
3684 by phone, 1903 Portsmouth #6,
Houston TX 77098 by mail, or
DougUp67@aol.com by email! © +

"Your Business has been
supported by..."

Update on the businesscards

T One husband and wife report putting
a card in the offering plate at their
church every Sunday.

T When eating out, one mom and dad
hand a card personally to their
waitperson and then engage them in
conversation.

TOne PFLAGer even includes one
when mailing in their bills by mail.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG

P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 local chapters and contacts. Our chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

1/ We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON.
Family/Couple: $40
Individual: $25
StudenULimited Income: $10

Your donation is tax deductible
P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
501 (c)(3) organization
(1.0. #76-0372-170)

1/ We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _~_

Home Ph: (_) ( )

Office Ph: (_) ( ) confidentiality

FAX: ( _ ) ( ) required on

Pager: ( _ ) ( ) these phones.

e-mail: ( )

Name(s):

*Mailing Address:
Street Address:

City & State:
Zip+4:

• The P-FLAG National Newsletter will be mailed "open" to this address unless you check here: _

Please make aI/ checks payable to and mail to P-FLAG, PO Box 692444, Houston, TX 77269-2444



. Next Meeting February 5
Homophobia is Dangerous!

Joining us for the February meeting
will be a group of members from the
neighborhood watch group Q-Patrol.
Hear examples and stories of how
homophobia is acted out as well as
how gay and lesbian persons must
take extra precautions for their own
security. In an effort to make us all
more aware of why we are holding
our Conference on Homophobia:
Healing the Hurt '95 later in March.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for first-
time visitors and groups geared
towards HIV+ as well as Spouse
Support, follow the program. These

ssions are the heart of P-FLAG
ith families sharing their journey~

and learning from each other. We
look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting! Come join us!

,..................................• ' ,

HELP WANTED!!!
Conference Volunteers Needed

As the 1995 Healing the Hurt
Conference on Homophobia
approaches, we will be calling on many
of you to work as volunteers in anyone
of many areas. One area that needs
your assistance now before the
conference is that of Publicity.

If you are interested in working in the
area of promoting and advertising the
conference, please contact Craig
Stephens at 528-6477. This particular
area needs a great deal of volunteer

..:~effortsduring the month of February as

.. .: ell as March.

Let's gather all of our resources and
make this conference one of the most
impactful events Houston sees this
year! Watch this corner for more
information next month on the other
volunteer needs for the conference.

Parents. Families~d Friencisof Lesblins and GiyI

In Response to the
Anti-Gay Violence •.•

Lesbian and Gay Texans
Announce Plans for
Statewide March

The Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas
announced today that thousands of les-
bian and gay people from across the
state will meet in Austin on April 2,1995,
at 12 noon for a march to the State Capi-
tol against the hate, violence, and dis-
crimination faced by lesbian and gay
Texans. The name of the march will be
the "Texas March to Stop the Vio-
lence,Stop the Hate." This theme was
selected due to the fact that seven gay
men were brutally killed in Texas this
year because they were gay.

According to the Department of Public
Safety, hate crimes against lesbians and
gay men rose from 11.5% to 16.2% of all
hate crimes committed in Texas in 1994.
In addition to the violence, lesbian and
gay Texans continue to face hatred and
discrimination in employment, housing,
health care, and economic opportunities.

The "Stop the Violence, Stop the Hate"
theme of the march coincides with the
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby's top legisla-
tive priorities for the 74th LegiSlative
Session. LGRL is seeking to strengthen
Texas hate crime laws. "It is our hope
that a strong hate crime law will deter
these types of crimes and hold people
accountable for their actions, and send a
clear message that hate-related violence
will not be tolerated in Texas: stated Di-
anne Hardy-Garcia, Executive Director
of LGRL.

The march is designed to coincide with
the Texas Gay & Lesbian Lobby day in
Austin on Monday, April 3. LGRL is en-
couraging people to personally lobby
their representatives in Austin in the two
key issues of hate crimes and discrimi-
nation.

The PFLAG Houston board is currently
looking into ways we can attend the
march as a group after the Homophobia
conference. Please mark this date on
your calendar and look for more informa-
tion to come in the March newsletter.

FLYER
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* ** To be awarded to the one person in :* the United States who, during 1994, *
: took the most risks - personally and:* professionally - in the promotion of *
: equal rights for lesbians and gays :* and other sexual minorities in *
: America. *
* *: The award will be made on March :* 31, 1995 at the 2nd Annual PFLAG *! Houston "Healing the Hurt 95" :* Conference on Homophobia *
: and will consist of a cash prize of !* $2,500 plus a unique trophy *
: designed by artist Kelly Amen. !
* ** For more information or to request *
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of many areas. One area that needs
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conference is that of Publicity.
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area of promoting and advertising the
conference, please contact Craig
Stephens at 528-6477. This particular
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Lesbian and Gay Texans
Announce Plans for
Statewide March

The Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas
announced today that thousands of les-
bian and gay people from across the
state will meet in Austin on April 2,1995,
at 12 noon for a march to the State Capi-
tol against the hate, violence, and dis-
crimination faced by lesbian and gay
Texans. The name of the march will be
the "Texas March to Stop the Vio-
lence,Stop the Hate." This theme was
selected due to the fact that seven gay
men were brutally killed in Texas this
year because they were gay.

According to the Department of Public
Safety, hate crimes against lesbians and
gay men rose from 11.5% to 16.2% of all
hate crimes committed in Texas in 1994.
In addition to the violence, lesbian and
gay Texans continue to face hatred and
discrimination in employment, housing,
health care, and economic opportunities.

The "Stop the Violence, Stop the Hate"
theme of the march coincides with the
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby's top legiSla-
tive priorities for the 74th Legislative
Session. LGRL is seeking to strengthen
Texas hate crime laws. "It is our hope
that a strong hate crime law will deter
these types of crimes and hold people
accountable for their actions, and send a
clear message that hate-related violence
will not be tolerated in Texas," stated Di-
anne Hardy-Garcia, Executive Director
of LGRL.

The march is designed to coincide with
the Texas Gay & Lesbian Lobby day in
Austin on Monday, April 3. LGRL is en-
couraging people to personally lobby
their representatives in Austin in the two
key issues of hate crimes and discrimi-
nation.

The PFLAG Houston board is currently
looking into ways we can attend the
march as a group after the Homophobia
conference. Please mark this date on
your calendar and look for more informa-
tion to come in the March newsletter.

NOTE: Please note that due to
the march, the April PFLAG
meeting has been moved to
the second Sunday, April 9,
1995.

***********************
$r.'III~I~IIIsr.i
$PlfLllf.-Df)(JSrrf)N$
$IIIJtlllN llIf.II1'S$
$.L~,,7.L~."' •• $
!I~f)It 11111\'TI~Ity~
* *! National Bravery Award !
! Call for Entries *
* ** To be awarded to the one person in ~* the United States who, during 1994, *
! took the most risks - personally .and!* professionally - in the promotion of *
! equal rights for lesbians and gays !* and other sexual minorities in *
! America. *
* *! The award will be made on March !* 31, 1995 at the 2nd Annual PFLAG *
! Houston "Healing the Hurt 95" ~* Conference on Homophobia *
! and will consist of a cash prize of ~* $2,500 plus a unique trophy *
! designed by artist Kelly Amen. !
* ** For more information or to request *
! entry forms, write Awards ::* Committee, *
:: 1636 Castle Court, Houston, TX !
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Welcome to the 1995 Homophobia Conference Preview!!

Meet Rev. Dr. Janie Spahr: Keynote Speaker

Rev. Dr. Jane Adams Spahr describes herself as a lesbian, feminist, Presbyterian
minister committed to justice issues for the lesbian/gay/bisexual community,
pursuing connections for wholeness with other oppressed communities claiming their
freedom. Since March of 1993 she has been employed as an Evangelist for "That
All May Freely Serve," a project of Spectrum, Center for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual
Concerns in San Rafael, California, supported by the Downtown United Presbyterian
Church in Rochester, New York. Rev. Spahr and the congregation of The Downtown
Church are working within the denomination to end its discrimination and to help it
grow toward greater inclusiveness for all people.

In the fall of 1991, Rev. Spahr was called by The Downtown United Presbyterian
Church to be one of the church's co-pastors, the first time a member congregation of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) had chosen an openly lesbian pastor. The call was
challenged by a group of churches in the Rochester-area Presbytery of the Genesee
Valley. After several appeals, the Permanent Judicial Commission of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) refused to allow Rev. Spahr to assume the co-pastor
position.

Prior to assuming her position as Evangelist, Rev, Spahr was the founder and the
first executive director of Spectrum, Center for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Concerns.
She previously held several pastoral positions in the San Francisco/Oakland area,
and in Pittsburgh, her birthplace. She has served as executive director of the Council
of Oakland (CA) Presbyterian Churches. a position from which she was forced to
resign after she "came out," affirming her lesbian identity.

Janie (as she prefers to be called) has been active as a founding member of
Presbyterians for Lesbian & Gay Concerns, working for greater inclusiveness within
the denomination and all churches, She has been recognized by many local,
regional. and state organizations for her achievements in ministry. Janie received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Pennsylvania State University in 1964, and a Master of
Divinity in 1970 and Doctor of Ministry in 1987 from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She resides in San Rafael, CA.

Meet Leroy Aarons: Speaking on Gay & Lesbian Teen Suicide

Leroy F. Aarons is a journalist, author, editor and playwright whose assignments
have taken him around the globe, and whose stewardship of The Oakland Tribune
newsroom helped gamer a Pulitzer Prize. His first book, "Prayers for Bobby: the
true account of a family coping with the suicide of a gay son, will be published in
Spring, 1995, by Harper Collins/San Francisco.

A lifelong journalist, Aaron. served as a national correspondent and editor at The
Washington Post for 14 years before joining The Oakland Tribune. He is founder and
president of the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association (NLGJA), which in
four years has attained membership of more than 1,000, with chapters in 17 regions
of the country. NLGJA has had Significant impact on how mainstream media covers
gay issues and relates to its gay and lesbian employees. Aarons lives in Sebastopol,
CA with his spouse of 14 years, Josh Boneh.

Meet Tom Potter, former Portland Police Chief: Speaking on Law
Enforcement and Protection

Former Police Chief of Portland, Oregon, Tom Potter has not only been involved in
local law enforcement issues, he has also been a very active member of the local
chapter of PFLAG. Tom's daughter, Katie, came out to her father when she was 26.
Katie is also a police officer for the Portland Police Bureau. As Portland's police
chief, Potter was noted for his dedication to equality and respect for diversity. He
surprised many in the city at his swearing-in, for example, when he included
homophobia along with racism and sexism as social ills he was committed to fight.

And manv. many more to eome. so take note ...
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ANTI-GAY INITIATIVE DEFEATED
IN WESTPALM BEACH, FLORIDA

Vote Mirrors National Trend of
Rejecting Extremist Agenda

WASHINGTON-In a defeat to anti-gay
extremists that mirrors a growing
national trend, voters in West Palm
Beach, Florida, last night rejected an
anti-gay initiative pushed by the
Christian Coalition and American Family
Association. The vote was 56-44 to
defeat the initiative, which would have
denied lesbian and gay people basic
protection under the city's non-
discrimination law. The 22 percent
turnout in yesterday's special election
more than doubled the turnout of the last
two city elections.

"The voters who changed the face of
Congress have once again rejec.
discrimination and supported
fundamental value of equal rights," said
Stacie Spector, director of Americans
Against Discrimination, a program of the
Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF)
that assists communities targeted by
radical right political groups. "People
came out to vote in record numbers and
said no to discrimination. This sends yet
another message to anti-gay extremists
that their divisive agenda is way outside
the mainstream: The Christian
Coalition financed a negative advertising
campaign in West Palm Beach, airing
television advertisements that distorted
the fundamental issue: Local non-
discrimination laws are necessary to
protect people from losing their jobs or
homes to anti-gay discrimination,
because no federal or state of Florida
law prohibits this kind of discrimination.
The American Family Association has
sponsored a similar anti-gay measure in
Tampa, which will appear on city ballots
March 10.

The West Palm Beach vote reflect.
growing, bipartisan consensus across t
country. In a national post-election poll
of people who voted in the November
election, 70 percent said gay people
should not face unfair discrimination,
particularly in the workplace-with 64
percent of Republicans, 71 percent of
Independents and 77 percent of
Democrats supporting the idea.•••••••••••••••4f UII~" Vnti{P,very (jJersonIV" - . . _. . .,



Meer Kev.lJr. Jante spenr; r;..eynOTecpeoxer

Rev. Dr. Jane Adams Spahr describes herself as a lesbian, feminist, Presbyterian
minister committed to justice issues for the lesbian/gay/bisexual community,
pursuing connections for wholeness with other oppressed communities claiming their
freedom. Since March of 1993 she has been employed as an Evangelist for "That
All May Freely Serve," a project of Spectrum, Center for Lesbian, ~ay and Bisex~al
Concerns in San Rafael, California, supported by the Downtown United Presbytenan
Church in Rochester, New York. Rev. Spahr and the congregation of The Downtown
Church are working within the denomination to end its discrimination and to help it
grow toward greater inclusiveness for all people.

In the fall of 1991, Rev. Spahr was called by The Downtown United Presbyterian
Church to be one of the church's co-pastors, the first time a member congregation of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) had chosen an openly lesbian pastor. The call was
challenged by a group of churches in the Rochester-area Presbytery of the Genesee
Valley. After several appeals, the Permanent Judicial Commission of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) refused to allow Rev. Spahr to assume the co-pastor
position.

Prior to assuming her position as Evangelist, Rev, Spahr was the founder and the
first executive director of Spectrum, Center for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Concerns.
She previously held several pastoral positions in the San Francisco/Oakland area,
and in Pittsburgh, her birthplace. She has served as executive director of the Council
of Oakland (CA) Presbyterian Churches. a position from which she was forced to
resign after she "came out," affirming her lesbian identity.

Janie (as she prefers to be called) has been active as a founding member of
Presbyterians for Lesbian & Gay Concerns, working for greater inclusiveness within
the denomination and all churches, She has been recognized by many local,
regional. and state organizations for her achievements in ministry. Janie received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Pennsylvania State University in 1964, and a Master of
Divinity in 1970 and Doctor of Ministry in 1987 from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She resides in San Rafael, CA.

Meet Leroy Aarons: Speaking on Gay & Lesbian Teen Suicide

Leroy F. Aarons is a journalist, author, editor and playwright whose assignments
have taken him around the globe, and whose stewardship of The Oakland Tribune
newsroom helped gamer a Pulitzer Prize. His first book, "Prayers for Bobby," the
true account of a family coping with the suicide of a gay son, will be published in
Spring, 1995, by Harper Collins/San Francisco.

A lifelong journalist, Aaron. served as a national correspondent and editor at The
Washington Post for 14 years before joining The Oakland Tribune. He is founder and
president of the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association (NLGJA), which in
four years has attained membership of more than 1,000, with chapters in 17 regions
of the country. NLGJA has had significant impact on how mainstream media covers
gay issues and relates to its gay and lesbian employees. Aarons lives in Sebastopol,
CA with his spouse of 14 years, Josh Boneh.

Meet Tom Potter, former Portland Police Chief: Speaking on Law
Enforcement and Protection

Former Police Chief of Portland, Oregon, Tom Potter has not only been involved in
local law enforcement issues, he has also been a very active member of the local
chapter of PFLAG. Tom's daughter, Katie, came out to her father when she was 26.
Katie is also a pollee officer for the Portland Police Bureau. As Portland's police
chief, Potter was noted for his dedication to equality and respect for diversity. He
surprised many in the city at his swearing-in, for example, when he included
homophobia along with racism and sexism as social ills he was committed to fight.

And many, many more to come, so take note.••

Next month we will take a look at several other speakers at the upcoming Healing the
Hurt '95 conference. We hope that you will share the brochures, this newsletter, and
any other information you have with those that you know that could learn from our
conference. As the "South Pacific" song says, "You must be taught to hate." As
parents, friends and family members of lesbians and gays, we must change what is
being taught! We must educate the educators and counsel the counselors about
what we know best...our sons, daughters, family members, friends, and ourselves.

AN 1I-17AT INllIAIIVt DEi-tAl tD
IN WESTPALM BEACH, FLORIDA

Vote Mirrors National Trend of
Rejecting Extremist Agenda

WASHINGTON-In a defeat to anti-gay
extremists that mirrors a growing
national trend, voters in West Palm
Beach, Florida, last night rejected an
anti-gay initiative pushed by the
Christian Coalition and American Family
Association. The vote was 56-44 to
defeat the initiative, which would have
denied lesbian and gay people basic
protection under the city's non-
discrimination law. The 22 percent
turnout in yesterday's special election
more than doubled the turnout of the last
two city elections.

"The voters who changed the face of
Congress have once again rejec.
discrimination and supported
fundamental value of equal rights," said
Stacie Spector, director of Americans
Against Discrimination, a program of the
Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF)
that assists communities targeted by
radical right political groups. "People
came out to vote in record numbers and
said no to discrimination. This sends yet
another message to anti-gay extremists
that their divisive agenda is way outside
the mainstream." The Christian
Coalition financed a negative advertising
campaign in West Palm Beach, airing
television advertisements that distorted
the fundamental issue: Local non-
discrimination laws are necessary to
protect people from losing their jobs or
homes to anti-gay discrimination,
because no federal or state of Florida
law prohibits this kind of discrimination.
The American Family Association has
sponsored a similar anti-gay measure in
Tampa, which will appear on city ballots
March 10.

The West Palm Beach vote reflect.
growing, bipartisan consensus across t
country. In a national post-election poll
of people who voted in the November
election, 70 percent said gay people
should not face unfair discrimination,
particularly in the workplace-with 64
percent of Republicans, 71 percent of
Independents and 77 percent of
Democrats supporting the idea..".~.~.~.".".'f~
; Vnti[C£very Person :;
" . . (j). . ••" Ltoes In 19nrty....,• •;NOne of os ;
; can live in Peace.;• ••••••••••••••••



MEDIA ALERT
• Colonel Grethe Cammermeyer Story on NBC

Let them know of your support!

A movie with lesbians portrayed in a positive light happens about as often as a
snowstorm in Houston. Get ready - the world premiere of "Serving In Silence:
The Margarethe Cammermeyer Story" airs on Monday , February 6, 1995, from
8-10 PM, on NBC (KPRC-TV/Channel 2). Two Oscar-nominated actresses, Glenn
Close and Australian Judy Davis, star in the TV movie. Executive Producer Barbra
Streisand used her influence to make this project work. Glenn Close plays the
highly-decorated Colonel Cammermeyer, who has waged a long battle to be
reinstated after the Army kicked her out for being a lesbian. Davis plays the woman
she falls in love with. The movie is based on Cammermeyer's recent
autobiography, also entitled Serving in Silence. The Family Defense Counsel,
which "promotes traditional family values," has urged NBC to delete the one lesbian
kiss in the movie. The local number for the NBC affiliate is 222-2222 if you wish for
them to know your opinion.

ABC drama featuring gay teenager storyline gets cancelled
liMy So-Called Life" deserves our attention and support

One of the most critically acclaimed new TV shows this past season is a drama
focusing on a high school student, Angela, and her varied group of friends. One of
the friends on "My So-Called Life", Enrique played by gay actor Wilson Cruz, is an
openly gay teenager. During the course of the past season, Enrique has
experienced many of the true emotions of a gay teen. He has fallen in love with the
same boy that his female friend did. He was kicked out of his home after coming

•
to his family. He was then supported and befriended by his English teacher who

gay his teacher's partner. These positive portrayals of gays in the media,
however, are coming to an end. Even though the critics have rated it "one of the
best new shows in years," ABC has decided to cancel "My So-Called Life." Now is
the time to speak out to both our local ABC affiliate, Channel 13, as well as ABC
Corporate. As the series enters the rerun season, take a minute to watch this show
which airs on Thursday nights at 7:00pm on Channel 13. Then take a minute to call
or write to ABC and Channel 13 and express your support of these positive
portrayals of gays in the media. Let them know that as a supporter of their
advertisers you support shows like "My So-Called Life." The local ABC affiliate can
be reached at 713-666-0713. Their address is KTRK-Channel13, 3310 Bissonnet,
Houston, TX 77005. Remember, you can make a difference.

Author John Boswell dies of AIDS complications
Innovator in gay, lesbian scholarship

John Eastburn Boswell, a Yale University historian who upended medieval
scholarship by finding not only that homosexuality was tolerated in the Middle Ages
but that same-sex unions were celebrated liturgically, died on January 15 in the Yale
infirmary. He was 47 years old and lived in New Haven, Conn. The cause was
complications from AIDS, a friend, Jerry Hart, said. Regarded as one of the "major
innovative figures in gay and lesbian scholarship," his pioneering work in the
historical study of sexual orientation and the religious institutions. According to Mr.
Boswell himself, one of the major aims of his work was "to rebut the common idea
that religious belief-Christian or other-has been the cause of intolerance in regard
to gay people.

New York TImes

February Vanity Fair Article on Homophobia in Texas
Will we let this be how our state is known?

In the February issue of Vanity Fair, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist H.G. Bissinger
follows the trail of Texas's brutal gay killings. Over the past 22 months, the lands of
Texas have seen eight of our gay sons either killed or commit suicide. The cause is
of course homophobia. Bissinger interviews Dianne Hardy-Garcia of the Lesbian &
Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, Rev. Mel White, as well as those who committed these
horrendous hate crimes. Here are a few quotes...

"Of all the details, it is easy to pick out the one that is most vivid. It was that look of
. 'nse, wide-eyed anticipation, of unbridled pleasure, on the face of Corey Burley

e prepared to shoot the two gay men huddled before him on a perfect October
night in the park. The image haunts Hugh Callaway. It always will."

PFLAG
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Dallas City Council Passes
Non-Discrimination Policy
Now they need our support

On Jan. 11, the Dallas City Council
passed 9-to-5 an amendment to the
city's employment non-discrimination
policy that adds sexual orientation and
marital status.

The radical right and other organizations
based on bigotry are already attacking
the policy. Dallas now needs your help
to show the council that they have made
the right decision. Take a minute to
either fax off a quick note, saying you
SUPPORT the policy, that it makes the
city look good nationally and that you
want that view communicated to ALL the
council members. The fax no. is 214-
670-5115 and the phone no. is 214-670-
4050. It is important that we show our
support for our friends and family
members in the Dallas area.

If you can help, call Dallas city
Councilman Craig McDaniel (openly
gay) at 214-670-5415 or Dallas Mayor
Steve Bartlett at 214-670-4054. Fax
numbers for the council offices are 214-
670-5115, 214-670-5117, 214-670-3409.

Note from the Editor: This information
was retrieved from America Online's
Gay and Lesbian Community Forum.
Take a few minutes to call or fax a note
of support to these individuals in our
sister city to the north.

Homophobia in Poetry

This poem by a 16 year old woman
appropriately expresses her feelings
about homophobia.

I hear it in the halls
I hear it in the streets
The voices say "You're wrong"
They scream "You're vile and sick!"
I feel them echo through my soul,
and make me want to hide
in some forsaken closet
far from the public eye.
They refuse to know,
and I'm too scared to tell
of the beauty being locked inside.
Why are lies so sacred,
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The Margarethe Cammermeyer Story" airs on Monday , February 6, 1995, from
8-10 PM, on NBC (KPRC-TV/Channel 2). Two Oscar-nominated actresses, Glenn
Close and Australian Judy Davis, star in the TV movie. Executive Producer Barbra
Streisand used her influence to make this project work. Glenn Close plays the
highly-decorated Colonel Cammermeyer, who has waged a long battle to be
reinstated after the Army kicked her out for being a lesbian. Davis plays the woman
she falls in love with. The movie is based on Cammermeyer's recent
autobiography, also entitled Serving in Silence. The Family Defense Counsel,
which "promotes traditional family values," has urged NBC to delete the one lesbian
kiss in the movie. The local number for the NBC affiliate is 222-2222 if you wish for
them to know your opinion.

ABC drama featuring gay teenager storyline gets cancelled
"My So-Called Life" deserves our attention and support

One of the most critically acclaimed new TV shows this past season is a drama
focusing on a high school student, Angela, and her varied group of friends. One of
the friends on "My So-Called Life", Enrique played by gay actor Wilson Cruz, is an
openly gay teenager. During the course of the past season, Enrique has
experienced many of the true emotions of a gay teen. He has fallen in love with the
same boy that his female friend did. He was kicked out of his home after coming

•
to his family. He was then supported and befriended by his English teacher who

gay his teacher's partner. These positive portrayals of gays in the media,
however, are coming to an end. Even though the critics have rated it "one of the
best new shows in years," ABC has decided to cancel "My So.•Called Life.· Now is
the time to speak out to both our local ABC affiliate, Channel 13, as well as ABC
Corporate. As the series enters the rerun season, take a minute to watch this show
which airs on Thursday nights at 7:00pm on Channel 13. Then take a minute to call
or write to ABC and Channel 13 and express your support of these positive
portrayals of gays in the media. Let them know that as a supporter of their
advertisers you support shows like "My So-Called Life.· the local ABC affiliate can
be reached at 713-666-0713. Their address is KTRK-ChanneI13, 3310 Bissonnet,
Houston, TX 77005. Remember, you can make a difference.

Author John Boswell dies of AIDS complications
Innovator in gay, lesbian scholarship

John Eastburn Boswell, a Yale University historian who upended medieval
scholarship by finding not only that homosexuality was tolerated in the Middle Ages
but that same-sex unions were celebrated liturgically, died on January 15 in the Yale
infirmary. He was 47 years old and lived in New Haven, Conn. The cause was
complications from AIDS, a friend, Jerry Hart, said. Regarded as one of the "major
innovative figures in gay and lesbian scholarship," his pioneering work in the
historical study of sexual orientation and the religious institutions. According to Mr.
Boswell himself, one of the major aims of his work was "to rebut the common idea
that religious belief-Christian or other-has been the cause of intolerance in regard
to gay people.

New York Times

February Vanity Fair Article on Homophobia in Texas
Will we let this be how our state is known?

In the February issue of Vanity Fair, Pulitzer Prize winning joumalist H.G. Bissinger
follows the trail of Texas's brutal gay killings. Over the past 22 months, the lands of
Texas have seen eight of our gay sons either killed or commit suicide. The cause is
of course homophobia. Bissinger interviews Dianne Hardy-Garcia of the Lesbian &
Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, Rev. Mel White, as well as those who committed these
horrendous hate crimes. Here are a few quotes...

"Of all the details, it is easy to pick out the one that is most vivid. It was that look of
. "nse, wide-eyed anticipation, of unbridled pleasure, on the face of Corey Burley

ae prepared to shoot the two gay men huddled before him on a perfect October
night in the park. The image haunts Hugh Callaway. It always will."

"In May she (Dianne Hardy-Garcia) went down to the valley around Harlingen and
was told about the killings of four gays, but the homosexual community there was so
closeted and so fearful that gathering together any substantial information was
impossible."

"In such a climate, asks Dianne Hardy-Garcia, is it any surprise that certain
teenagers feel the comfortable womb of church and state support when killing gays?
'These kids aren't born to hate. They are taught to hate.'"

Dallas City Council Passes
Non-Discrimination Policy
Now they need our support

On Jan. 11, the Dallas City Council
passed 9-to-5 an amendment to the
city's employment non-discrimination
policy that adds sexual orientation and
marital status.

The radical right and other organizations
based on bigotry are already attacking
the policy. Dallas now needs your help
to show the council that they have made
the right decision. Take a minute to
either fax off a quick note, saying you
SUPPORT the policy, that it makes the
city look good nationally and that you
want that view communicated to ALL the
council members. The fax no. is 214-
670-5115 and the phone no. is 214-670-
4050. It is important that we show our
support for our friends and family
members in the Dallas area.

If you can help, call Dallas city
Councilman Craig McDaniel (openly
gay) at 214-670-5415 or Dallas Mayor
Steve Bartlett at 214-670-4054. Fax
numbers for the council offices are 214-
670-5115,214-670-5117,214-670-3409.

Note from the Editor: This information
was retrieved from America Online's
Gay and Lesbian Community Forum.
Take a few minutes to call or fax a note
of support to these individuals in our
sister city to the north.

Homophobia in Poetry

This poem by a 16 year old woman
appropriately expresses her feelings
about homophobia.

I hear it in the halls
I hear it in the streets
The voices say "You're wrong"
They scream "You're vile and sick!"
I feel them echo through my soul,
and make me want to hide
in some forsaken closet
far from the public eye.
They refuse to know,
and I'm too scared to tell
of the beauty being locked inside.
Why are lies so sacred,
and truth such blasphemy?
Some day our wind will arise
to blow their hate away
till the wicked storm abates,
and all the rainbow's children
can come out to play!

...... by Danielle (San Diego, CA)
Submitted by Carole Miller



@ News
from the Nation's Capital

HELMS INTRODUCES HATE LEGISLATION
TARGETING GAY WORKERS

BillsFiled During Congress' FirstWeek Would Promote
Hate Speech and Discrimination Against Federal Employees

WASHINGTON-In the first indication that anti-gay extremists in the new
Republican-controlled Congress may target lesbian and gay Americans in
discriminatory legislation, Sen. Jesse Helms (R- N.C.) has introduced two bills that
would promote hate speech and discrimination against federal workers. The Helms
bills mark the first two pieces of anti-gay legislation introduced in the 104th
Congress, according to an analysis by the Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF).

The first bill, numbered S.23, would give a special exemption from workplace non-
discrimination pollcles to government employees who voice prejudices against
lesbian and gay coworkers. S.25 would target lesbian and gay employees for
discrimination by denying their employee organizations the same rights to free
association and free speech guaranteed to other employee groups. Twenty-two
employee groups for lesbian and gay federal workers have formed, similar to
groups representing African-Americans, Latinos and women in the federal work
force.

Following a growing trend in the private sector, at least 17 major federal agencies
have included lesbian and gay people along with other workers in their non-
discrimination policies. No federal law protects people from being fired or otherwise
discriminated against in the workplace on the basis of sexual orientation.

"The federal government is only now catching up to corporate America, where half
of the Fortune 1000 companies have non-discrimination policies protecting their
gay and lesbian employees,· said Birch, who recently left a high-level management
position at Apple Computers to lead the largest national lesbian and gay equal
rights organization. "A growing number of successful corporations also have gay
employee groups and diversity training. If successful companies like Apple and
Xerox provide equal protection to their employees, the federal government would
do well to follow their example."

hazelwitch productions presents

SUZANNE WESTENHOEFER
Lesbian Comedian Extraordinarie

Sunday, FEBRUARY 12, 1995, 7:30 pm
at Houston's HEINEN THEATRE,3517 Austin @ Holman

TICKETS: $ 15 advance, $ 17 at door G-
in her I In advance: Inklings Bookshop. (713) 521·3369

Houstonaebut! CrossroadsMarket. (713) 942·0147
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Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

I have just finished reading the article on
the Texas Gay bashings in the February
1995 issue of Vanity Fair. I am not sure
what to say. As I review the final proofs
for this newsletter, I realize how somber
and serious this issue is. However as my
boss is so fond of saying, "There is a light
at the end of the tunnel and it is not a
train!" The situation we find ourselves in
is not one without hope, but rather one
that requires us more than ever to forge
forward in our efforts to secure equality
and respect for all of our children, family
members, and friends.

Is it any wonder why Healing the Hurt '95
is such a timely conference? We must
take a stand against these hate crimes
and show that for every lesbigay person
there is a mom and a dad and a fri •
and a family member each of which 'tJf
dreaded disease known as homophobia
affects.

So perhaps like many
of the local billboards
around Houston say,
"Let's make this a
sign of the times"

Special thanks to all of you that
contributed information this month on the
many issues we have coming our way. I
love your feedback, ideas, and stories, so
please send them my way! Due to the
short month of February, the deadline for
the March newsletter is February 13.

Your contributions are VITAL to this
newsletter! So...as always, I can be
reached at either 528-3684 by phone,
1903 Portsmouth #6, Houston TX 77098
by mail, or DougUp67@aol.com by
email! © • T----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG
. P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than

350 local Chaptersand contacts. Our chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

II We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON.
Family/Couple: $40
Individual: $25
Student/Limited Income: $10

Your donation is tax deductible
P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
501 (c)(3) organization
(1.0. #76-0372-170)

I / We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _

( ) Please markName(s): Home Ph: (_) _
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P-flag to mainstream ads
conffnued from page 1
Houston, Atlanta and Tulsa.

"There is a polarization that is taking place in our society. There is a
struggle gOing on for the psyche of our country (on gay issues)," says
Mitzi Henderson, national president of P-FLAG. "We feel we have a
unique voice to bring to this discussion. What we are trying to do is
get people to take another look - to take another step on the Journey
that we've all been on."

Houston was chosen as one of the pilot sites for the project because
of the strength of its P-FLAG chapter and because of the potential
influence of Texas on the national debate over gay rights.

"Texas is a bellweather state in many ways for the Southwest,"
Henderson says.

P-FLAG's national board was in Atlanta on the weekend of Feb. 10-
12 for a meeting at which plans for Project Open Mind were
discussed. Although not ready to officially launch the campaign,
Henderson outlined in broad sketches how the project will work.

The national P-FLAG organization will produce television spots and
other ads in which parents, friends and family members of gay people
will tell of their experiences with their gay loved ones. Members of
local P-FLAG chapters will also be trained on how to serve as
spokespersons on gay rights issues and how to cultivate the media so
that their viewpoints will be aired. The project will be funded by both
the national organization and local chapters.

The campaign is based on the premise that some people might be
more receptive to gay-positive arguments if they come from straight
friends and family members, rather than from gays and lesbians
themselves.

"We're not trying to say that gay people can't speak for themselves.
They can. But this is an approach that might educate some people
who are uncommitted," Henderson says.

Project Open Mind was developed in response to the anti-gay rights
initiatives on the ballot in three western states, as well as the debate
over the role of openly gay people in the military. If successful in the
three cities where it is being tested, P-FLAG, which has 365 local
affiliates across the country, wants to take the program nationwide,
Henderson says.

Another reason Houston, Atlanta and Tulsa were picked to test the
project's effectiveness is because the public's views of gay and lesbian
issues in these cities seem to be fairly typical of those in the nation at
large, Henderson says. T

P-FLAG goes
mainstream

By Richard Shumate
SpecUdtotheT~GLE
HOUSTON- The fight to reach

Americans who have not yet
been sold on the radical right's
view of gay issues and gay
people may soon take a new
turn.

P-FLAG, a national group
made up of parents, friends and
family of gays and lesbians, is
planning an ambitious
nationwide media education
campaign called Project Open
Mind. While details are still
being worked out, pilot projects'
testing the campaign are now
being planned for three cities _

CO'nffnuedon page 3
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Next Meeting March 5
Positive Signs of Change

Joining us for the March meeting
will be Rev. James Preston,
Outreach staff person for the Unite
Methodist Church's Reconciling
Congregation program. The
Reconciling Congregation program
is an association of Methodist
churches that is. seeking to tear
down the walls between religious
institutions and the gay and lesbian
community. Come and hear
exciting informaation about how this
particular religious group is seeking
to change the homophobic attitudes
typically found within the church.

FLAG small group discussions,
cluding a special group for first-

time visitors and groups geared
towards HIV+ as well as Spouse
Support, follow the program. These
sessions are the heart of P-FLAG,
with families sharing their journeys
and learning from each other. We
look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting! Come join usl

t········································•..·········"$ ,..; . ,. .........•.•...•.............•.....•...•...........•.•..•.••.•

HELPWANTED!!!
Conference Volunteers Needed

Well, I told you last month that we
would be sending out the call for help
again this monthl If you are interested
in volunteering to assist with the
Healing the Hurt '95 Conference, here
are a few new opportunities!!

T We need PFLAGers to transfer
guest speakers between

Q Intercontinental Airport and the
Sheraton Astrodome. Call Gail
Rickey at 440-0353 if you are able
to help out.

T We need folks that would be able to
house and host out-of-town
PFLAGers during the Healing the
Hurt '95 conference. Call Gail
Rickey at 440-0353 if you are able
to assist.

T Volunteers for registration on the
day of the conference are also
needed. Please call Doug
Upchurch at 528-3684 if you would
like to work with registration and
check-in. This will involve not only

Parents. Families and Friends 01LesbIans nGays

So what are YOU doing
after the conference???

Join PFLAG Houston for a day
trip to Austin to "Stop the Hate"

The Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas
recently announced that thousands of
lesbian and gay people from across the
state will meet in Austin on April 2,1995,
at 12 noon for a march to the State Capi-
tol against the hate, violence, and dis-
crimination faced by lesbian and gay
Texans. The name of the march will be
the "Texas March to Stop the Vio-
lence,Stop the Hate." This theme was
selected due to the fact that seven gay
men were brutally killed in Texas this
year because they were gay.

As it coincides with our Healing the Hurt
'95 Conference on Homophobia, we
have decided to charter a bus to drive us
to Austin in the morning and back home
in the evening after the march. The cost
will be approximately $10-$15 per per-
son. We will be leaving at approxi-
mately 8-8:30am and return at approxi-
mately 9-10pm. We will have sign-up
information at the March meeting along
with information for those that want to
drive their own cars.

Join us as we take a stand in front of our
state legislature to let them know that we
not only want to heal the hurt of homo-
phobia, but we are also here to "Stop the
Hate."

NOTE: Please note that due to the
march, the April PFLAGmeeting has
been moved to the second Sunday,
April 9, 1995.

"Straight From the Heart"
Nominated for an Oscar

When the Oscar nominees were
announced in mid-February, Dr. Dee
Mosbacher was given a wonderful
valentine gift! Her film, "Straight from
the Heart," was nominated for an oscar
in the Documentary Short category.
You might remember this film from our
Healing the Hurt '94 Conference where it
virtually had its world premeire and
Mosbacher was a keynote speaker. Dr.
Mosbacher is the lesbian daughter of
Robert Mosbacher. former Texas

FIRSTREGIONAL MEETING
NEEDS HOUSTON PARTICIPANTS

History will be made on Saturday April
1st following our "HEALING THE HURT"
conference. The first annual meeting
for the Southern Region of PFLAG will
be hosted by the new Regional Director,
Doug Ensminger of Houston. The
meeting will be a time for sharing and
encouragement over lunch. The
Southern region includes all the
chapters in Texas and Louisiana
(currently 17, with more on the way!).
We expect as many as 50 out-of-town
guests will attend this meeting, and we
would love to have some friendly
Houston faces to welcome them and
make them feel at home.

If you would like to help, or know
someone who would, or would simply
like to attend, please call Doug
Ensminger at 462-9050. Registration
forms are available from Doug. There is
a $15 cost for the luncheon meeting,
which must be paid in advance.

All members are welcome to attend. If
you have any questions about the
meeting, or what a Regional Director
does, give Doug a call.

PFLAG
Soufhern Regional

M~~tina
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Joining us for the March meeting
will be Rev. James Preston,
Outreach staff person for the Unite
Methodist Church's Reconciling
Congregation program. The
Reconciling Congregation program
is an association of Methodist
churches that is seeking to tear
down the walls between religious
institutions and the gay and lesbian
community. Come and hear
exciting informaation about how this
particular religious group is seeking
to change the homophobic attitudes
typically found within the church.

FLAG small group discussions,
cluding a special group for first-

time visitors and groups geared
towards HIV+ as well as Spouse
Support, follow the program. These
sessions are the heart of P-FLAG,
with families sharing their journeys
and learning from each other. We
look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting! Come join us!

•.••...•.•.•.•.......•.•...........•...•.•.......•.••...... ' ••............................................................ "

HELPWANTED!!!
Conference Volunteers Needed

Well, I told you last month that we
would be sending out the call for help
again this monthl If you are interested
in volunteering to assist with the
Healing the Hurt '95 Conference, here
are a few new opportunities!!

T We need PFLAGers to transfer
guest speakers between
Intercontinental Airport and the

... Sheraton Astrodome. Call Gail
Rickey at 440-0353 if you are able
to help out.

T We need folks that would be able to
house and host out-of-town
PFLAGers during the Healing the
Hurt '95 conference. Call Gail
Rickey at 440-0353 if you are able
to assist.

T Volunteers for registration on the
day of the conference are also
needed. Please call Doug
Upchurch at 528-3684 if you would
like to work with registration and
check-in. This will involve not only
check-in, but various other tasks
throughout the conference.

There will be many more needs arise
during the next 30 days, so if you are
able to volunteer, please call the
Helpline at 867-9020. You will help
make it happen!! Let's Heal the Hurt!!

Parents. fades and FriendS II LesIIIw illllGays

So what are YOU doing
aHer the conference???

Join PFLAGHouston for a day
trip to Austin to "Stop the Hate"

The Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas
recently announced that thousands of
lesbian and gay people from across the
state will meet in Austin on April 2,1995,
at 12 noon for a march to the State Capi-
tol against the hate, violence, and dis-
crimination faced by lesbian and gay
Texans. The name of the march will be
the "Texas March to Stop the Vio-
lence,Stop the Hate: This theme was
selected due to the fact that seven gay
men were brutally killed in Texas this
year because they were gay.

As it coincides with our Healing the Hurt
'95 Conference on Homophobia, we
have decided to charter a bus to drive us
to Austin in the morning and back home
in the evening after the march. The cost
will be approximately $10-$15 per per-
son. We will be leaving at approxi-
mately 8-8:30am and return at approxi-
mately 9-10pm. We will have sign-up
information at the March meeting along
with information for those that want to
drive their own cars.

Join us as we take a stand in front of our
state legiSlatureto let them know that we
not only want to heal the hurt of homo-
phobia, but we are also here to "Stop the
Hate."

NOTE: Please note that due to the
march, the April PFLAGmeeting has
been moved to the second Sunday,
April 9, 1995.

"Straight From the Heart"
Nominated for an Oscar

When the Oscar nominees were
announced in mid-February, Dr. Dee
Mosbacher was given a wonderful
valentine gift! Her film, ·Straight from
the Heart," was nominated for an oscar
in the Documentary Short category.
You might remember this film from our
Healing the Hurt '94 Conference where it
virtually had its world premeire and
Mosbacher was a keynote speaker. Dr.
Mosbacher is the lesbian daughter of
Robert Mosbacher, former Texas
politician. Congratulations, Dee! For
your very own copy, order tro~
Straight from the Heart, ,
3145 Geary Blvd., Boxe ~~
421, San Francisco, ttJIj~
~A 94118. The cost I_W
IS $39.95. .~

~

FIRSTREGIONAL MEETING
NEEDS HOUSTON PARTICIPANTS

History will be made on Saturday April
1st following our "HEALING THE HURT"
conference. The first annual meeting
for the Southern Region of PFLAG will
be hosted by the new Regional Director,
Doug Ensminger of Houston. The
meeting will be a time for sharing and
encouragement over lunch. The
Southern region includes all the
chapters in Texas and Louisiana
(currently 17, with more on the way!).
We expect as many as 50 out-of-town
guests will attend this meeting, and we
would love to have some friendly
Houston faces to welcome them and
make them feel at home.

If you would like to help, or know
someone who would, or would simply
like to attend, please call Doug
Ensminger at 462-9050. Registration
forms are available from Doug. There is
a $15 cost for the luncheon meeting,
which must be paid in advance.

All members are welcome to attend. If
you have any questions about the
meeting, or what a Regional Director
does, give Doug a call.

PFLAG
Southern Regional

Meeting

April 1, 1995
Following the Conferenc
ReserveYourSpace Now!



Stringent Hate Crimes Bill Proposed in Texas Senate & House
Lesbian & Gay Rights Lobby Calls for our ACTION!!

In the next two weeks the senate Criminal Jurisprudence Committee will hold
hearings on Senate Bill 141, which specifically protects gays and lesbians against
hate crimes and enhances the penalties imposed on the perpetrators. S.B. 141 is
sponsored by Senator Rodney Ellis of Houston. S.B. 141 provides a specific list of
protected groups: race, religion, ethnicity, disability and sexual orientation. The bill
is patterned after the Wisconsin state statute which was upheld by the US.
Supreme Court.

It is critically important that we initiate a letter writing program designed to reach
each of the members of the Senate Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. Please
contact individuals residing in your area and have them write letters to each of the
members of the committee. Handwritten letters to each of the members are the
most effective, although one letter to the chair with cc's to each of the members will
do if pressed for time. The letters can be worded the same. Please consider
emphasizing the following points in your letters:

1. Eight brutal gay murders were documented in 1994. But it is only the tip of the
iceberg.

2. This epidemic of hate inspired murders of gays has received national publicity
with a PRIMETIME report broadcast on January 25th, appearances on the
Donohue show and the article in the February issue of Vauiity Fair.

3. The statute protects many groups that have been the objects of hate-based
crimes. For example, 60% of the reported hate crimes were race-based.

4. Hate crimes against gays and lesbians has been steadily increasing, from 11%
in 1993 to 16% in 1994.

5. This is not a question of approving of a person's lifestyle, we are simply taking
a stand against hate inspired violence and standing up for the basic American
principle that we don't murder people because of who they are.

Here are 3 things you can do now to help Lesbian and Gay Texans:

1. Write the 7 senators who sit on the Criminal Justice and ask them to support
Senate Bill 141. SB 141 is the Hate Crime bill that enhances penalties for hate
crimes motivated by race, color, disability, religion, national origin or ancestry,
or sexual orientation. These senators are: State Senator John Whitmire
(Houston), State Senator Florence Shapiro (Piano), State Senator J.E. MBuster"
Brown (Lake Jackson/Harris County, State Senator Mike Moncreif(Ft. Worth),
State Senator Bill Sims (San Angelo), State Senator Jim Turner (Crockett), and
State Senator Royce West (Dallas). You can reach each of these Senators at
this address: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, Texas 78711

2. Write your State Representative and urge them to co-sponsor House Bill 365.
HB 365 is the House version of the Hate Crime Bill sposored by State
Representative Scott Hochberg. You can write all State Representatives at P.O
Box 2910, Austin, Texas 78768.lf you don't know who your State
Representative is, call your County Clerk or LGRL at (512)474-5475.

Continued at top of next column

A Special Request •••
From the Conference Steering Committee

For nearly a year, the Conference Steering Committee has been at work planning
the '95 conference. We have mailed out more than 20,000 brochures, placed news
stories in professional jeurnals, mailed information to other PFLAG ch-apters
throughout the country, and "spread the word- as widely as we know how.

Now we're calling on you to offer personal invitations. We all know the power of
ONE individual, for everyday, we see the difference that we can make when we
speak up in support of the human dignity of gays and lesbians.

The bottom line is that a huge proportion of the attendees at the '95 conference will
be people who know YOU, people YOU have told about the event, people YOU
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"Hate Crimes Bill" Continued

3. The House Appropriations
Committee has broken into
subcontmittees to try to address
specific funding issues, Please write
all five members of the
Appropriations Subcommittee on
Heath and Human Services and urge
to include additional 17.1 million in
order to provide Texans with the bare
minimum AIDS/HIV care, services,
and prevention. Write to: State
Representative Nancy McDonald (EI
Paso), State Representative Carolyn
Park (BedfordlTarrant County), State
Representative Gamet Coleman
(Houston), State Representative
Jack Harris (Pearland), and State
Representative Bob Glaze (Gilmer).
You can write all State
Representatives at P.O. Box 2910,
Austin, Texas 78768. ~

Anti-Gay House Bill Introduced
The Jesse Helms Sequel

Last year, Senator Jesse Helms
authored proposed legislation that would
ban the use of federal funds by public
schools that promoted homosexuality in
any way. Helm's wording was thrown
out in the end, but now Rep. Bob Doman
(R) of California has introduced H.R.
862. This is a bill to prohibit the use of
Federal funds to promote
homosexuality, and is similar to the
Helms text. This Bill has been referred
to the House Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight. This bill has
three co-sponsors: Bartlett of Maryland,
Burton of Indiana, and Manzullo of
Illinois.

This bill was recently introduced, but it is
important that as more hate legislation is
presented to our government that we are
careful not to let any slip through the
cracks. Write your U.S. Representatives
today.

,I::'Hope is like apath
',:,in the countryside:
v,,
f ~

,!, originally there was no path. ,;,
* 'I ~

~ ~
',:,Yet, as people walk I;'
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each of the members of the Senate Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. Please
contact individuals residing in your area and have them write letters to each of the
members of the committee. Handwritten letters to each of the members are the
most effective, although one letter to the chair with cc's to each of the members will
do if pressed for time. The letters can be worded the same. Please consider
emphasizing the following points in your letters:

1. Eight brutal gay murders were documented in 1994. But it is only the tip of the
iceberg.

2. This epidemic of hate inspired murders of gays has received national publicity
with a PRIMETIME report broadcast on January 25th, appearances on the
Donohue show and the article in the February issue of Vauiity Fair.

3. The statute protects many groups that have been the objects of hate-based
crimes. For example, 60% of the reported hate crimes were race-based.

4. Hate crimes against gays and lesbians has been steadily increasing, from 11%
in 1993 to 16% in 1994.

5. This is not a question of approving of a person's lifestyle, we are simply taking
a stand against hate inspired violence and standing up for the basic American
principle that we don't murder people because of who they are.

Here are 3 things you can do now to help Lesbian and Gay Texans:

1. Write the 7 senators who sit on the Criminal Justice and ask them to support
Senate Bill 141. SB 141 is the Hate Crime bill that enhances penalties for hate
crimes motivated by race, color, disability, religion, national origin or ancestry,
or sexual orientation. These senators are: State Senator John Whitmire
(Houston), State Senator Florence Shapiro (Piano), State Senator J.E. "Buster"
Brown (Lake Jackson/Harris County, State Senator Mike Moncreif(Ft. Worth),
State Senator Bill Sims (San Angelo), State Senator Jim Turner (Crockett), and
State Senator Royce West (Dallas). You can reach each of these Senators at
this address: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, Texas 78711

2. Write your State Representative and urge them to co-sponsor House Bill 365.
HB 365 is the House version of the Hate Crime Bill sposored by State
Representative Scott Hochberg. You can write all State Representatives at P.O
Box 2910, Austin, Texas 78768.lf you don't know who your State
Representative is, call your County Clerk or LGRL at (512)474-5475.

Continued at top of next column

A Special Request •••
From the Conference Steering Committee

For nearly a year, the Conference Steering Committee has been at work planning
the '95 conference. We have mailed out more than 20,000 brochures, placed news
stories in professional journals, mailed information to other PFLAG Chapters
throughout the country, and "spread the word" as widely as we know how.

Now we're calling on you to offer personal invitations. We all know the power of
ONE individual, for everyday, we see the difference that we can make when we
speak up in support of the human dignity of gays and lesbians.

The bottom line is that a huge proportion of the attendees at the '95 conference will
be people who know YOU, people YOU have told about the event, people YOU
have said, "I hope you'll attend: Take the "power of one," multiply it by all of our
PFLAG family members (more than 250 dues-paying members in PFLAG
Houston, and more than 700 on our mailing list), and together we can make a
tremendous difference, helping to heal the hurt of homophobia.

By the way, don't forget to register for the conference yourself. The more you know,
and the more secure you are in your knowledge, the more that you can do to help
educate others. Remember that there are reduced rates for dues-paying PFLAG
members. (Until March 1, Friday only-$45, Sat. only-$20, both days-$55. After
March 1, Friday only-$55, Sat. only-$30, both days-$70.)

3. The House Appropriations
Committee has broken into
subcontmittees to try to address
specific funding issues, Please write
all five members of the
Appropriations Subcommittee on
Heath and Human Services and urge
to include additional 17.1 million in
order to provide Texans with the bare
minimum AIDS/HIV care, services,
and prevention. Write to: State
Representative Nancy McDonald (EI
Paso), State Representative Carolyn
Park (BedfordlTarrant County), State
Representative Gamet Coleman
(Houston), State Representative
Jack Harris (Pearland), and State
Representative Bob Glaze (Gilmer).
You can write all State
Representatives at P.O. Box 291Q,
Austin, Texas 78768.

Anti-Gay House Bill Introduced
The Jesse Helms Sequel

Last year, Senator Jesse Helms
authored proposed legislation that would
ban the use of federal funds by public
schools that promoted homosexuality in
any way. Helm's wording was thrown
out in the end, but now Rep. Bob Doman
(R) of California has introduced H.R.
862. This is a bill to prohibit the use of
Federal funds to promote
homosexuality, and is similar to the
Helms text. This Bill has been referred
to the House Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight. This bill has
three co-sponsors: Bartlett of Maryland,
Burton of Indiana, and Manzullo of
Illinois.

This bill was recently introduced, but it is
important that as more hate legislation is
presented to our government that we are
careful not to let any slip through the
cracks. Write your U.S. Representatives
today.
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@) News
from Around the Nation

I found this on America Online and thought it too good to pass up! It should almost
be considered the "Recyclable Reprint" of the month. What an article. If Colorado
can see signs of change, we can too! We should take heart and prepare for the
March in Austin!!!!

Signs of Change in Colorado
by Angela Dire, Gazette Telegraph, Colorado Springs, Colo.

DENVER-Feb. 15-Attacking or threatening people because they are gay, disabled
or elderly would become a hate crime under a bipartisan proposal that on
Wednesday easily cleared its first legislative hurdle. The House Judiciary
Committee voted 9-4 to approve the proposal after an emotional hearing that left
some lawmakers in tears. Rep. Marcy Morrison, R-Colorado Springs, joined the
majority despite political pressure to oppose the bill because of its protection for
gays.

"I had phone calls saying don't support House Bill 1257 because of 'those' people,"
Morrison said. "I guess that sent my red flag up. Thirty years ago, it was black people
who were 'those people.' Fifty years ago, it was Jews who were 'those people.' If I
had not supported this bill I would not have been true to my own values." Those
voting against the bill, including Rep. Doug Lamborn, R-Colorado Springs, said they
had a philosophical problem with a law that treats the same crime differently
depending upon its circumstances. They also worried it would stifle free speech.

~

onsored by six Republicans and five Democrats, the proposal would expand
lorado's ethnic intimidation law to include physical or mental disability~ ~ge and

exual orientation. The current law covers race, color, ancestry, reliqlon and
national origin. The law allows victims and their family members to sue perpetrators
for civil damages and it stiffens the criminal penalties for some offenses.

Assault or property damage involvinq hate crimes would carry tougher penalties
than those crimes usually do - though that wouldn't be the case for all crimes. For
instance, a rapist whose offense included a hate crime probably wouldn't spend any
more time in prison unless the judge ran the sentences consecutively. But the
bottom line, proponents say, is that hate-crime legislation sends a message to
society at large.

"With the enhanced penalty hopefully will come societal awarenessthat these things
are wrong," said Rep. Ken Chlouber, R-Leadville, the bill's primary sponsor. "There's
enough hurt in this world without you going around and beatin' up people because of
who they are." A few activists for the disabled testified on behalf of the bill. But the
bulk of the testimony focused on gays. As expected, the committee room became a
sparring ring for gay rights activists and their opponents.

Greg Rowley of the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Colorado said his office
recorded a 13 percent increase in threats and attacks on gays from 1993 to 1994.
Kevin Tebedo of Colorado For Family Values urged the committee not to support
what he called a "homosexual advantage bill: Tebedo said voters made it clear
when they approved Amendment 2 that they do not want gays to have any specific
protection in the law. The measure, passed by Colorado voters in 1992 but put on
hold by the courts, would ban laws protecting gays from discrimination based on
their sexual orientation.

~:: e panel of lawmakers asked few questions during the hearing. When the time
earne to vote, several grew emotional. As he tried to restrain himself from crying,
Rep. Bill Kaufman, R-Fort Collins, recalled how his father, a Wond War II veteran,
had witnessed the carnage of the Nazi death camps.

"Some of the things I've heard in northern Colorado lately make me feel we're
headed in that direction," he said. "I've never seen so much hate as I've seen in
politics in the last three or four years. And I can't do anything to continue that hatred.
I was leaning toward voting against this bill, but I'm going to support it now and when
it gets to the floor,"

Others, concerned they would be misunderstood as condoning violence and hatred,
voted against the bill somewhat warily. "I would hope you would not perceive a vote
against this bill as hate," Rep. Jeanne Adkins, R-Parker. "I think it's quite possible
• at what happened in Germany could happen here. But we have to be careful not

say that a crime against one person is worse than a crime against another."
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. Dr. Mel White Arrested
while Seeking Meeting

with Pat Robertson
Representatives of the Christian
Coalition last week ordered the arrest of
Rev. Mel White, nationally known gay
and lesbian civil rights activist and
author.

After peaceful attempts to meet with the
founder of the Christian Coalition and the
Christian Broadcasting Network, Pat
Robertson, Rev. White was arrested on
trespassing charges by the Virginia
Beach 0JA) Police at the offices of the
CBN. A delegation of Christian leaders
who accompanied Rev. White sang
hymns as he was handcuffed and led off
CBN property.

White was told by CBN Chaplain Mark
Johnson, that Robertson refused to meet
with him because, "Homosexuals
represent the cult of death because you
don't procreate. If Pat meets with you,
he would give your movement
credibility."

Rev. White is fasting, and intends to
continue until Pat Robertson meets with
him to discuss the increasing number of
hate crimes perpetrated against gay and
lesbian people.

In a letter to Robertson before his arrest,
Rev. White said, "My primary concern is
the hate crimes against us, (sic) and how
your false charges against us contribute
to that violence as they are repeated
endlessly on the 700 Club, in your
fundraising letters, and in the materials
of the Christian Coalition."

While Rev. White is in jail, a 12-member
delegation of clergy and supporters carry
flowers and notes daily to the CBN
complex.

According to Gary Nixon, life partner of
Rev. White, Robertson has repeatedly
refused requests to meet over the last 20
months. The last correspondence from
Robertson was a fax which said, "My
theology is framed 100% in the Bible,
and (sic) "nothing you can say or do
would make me believe you more than I
believe Moses or the Apostle Paul."

If you would like to fax your support to
Rev. White in jail, the fax number is 804-
625-6024. If you would like further
information on this issue, call 804-855-
8450.

~fnn tho lI~fo
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Signs of Change in Colorado
by Angela Dire, Gazette Telegraph, Colorado Springs, Colo.

DENVER-Feb. 15-Attacking or threatening people because they are gay, disabled
or elderly would become a hate crime under a bipartisan proposal that on
Wednesday easily cleared its first legislative hurdle. The House Judiciary
Committee voted 9-4 to approve the proposal after an emotional hearing that left
some lawmakers in tears. Rep. Marcy Morrison, R-Colorado Springs, joined the
majority despite polltlcal pressure to oppose the bill because of its protection for
gays.

"I had phone calls saying don't support House Bill 1257 because of 'those' people,"
Morrison said. MIguess that sent my red flag up. Thirty years ago, it was black people
who were 'those people.' Fifty years ago, it was Jews who were 'those people.' If I
had not supported this bill I would not have been true to my own values." Those
voting against the bill, including Rep. Doug Lamborn, R-Colorado Springs, said they
had a philosophical problem with a law that treats the same crime differently
depending upon its circumstances. They also worried it would stifle free speech.

tl0nsored by six Republicans and five Democrats, the proposal would expand
lorado's ethnic intimidation law to include physical or mental disability: aqe and

exual orientation. The current law covers race, color, ancestry, rellqlon and
national origin. The law allows victims and their family members to sue perpetrators
for civil damages and it stiffens the criminal penalties for some offenses.

Assault or property damage involving hate crimes would carry tougher penalties
than those crimes usually do - though that wouldn't be the case for all crimes. For
instance, a rapist whose offense included a hate crime probably wouldn't spend any
more time in prison unless the judge ran the sentences consecutively. But the
bottom line, proponents say, is that hate-crime legislation sends a message to
society at large.

MWiththe enhanced penalty hopefully will come societal awarenessthat these things
are wrong,· said Rep. Ken Chlouber, R-Leadville, the bill's primary sponsor. "There's
enough hurt in this world without you going around and beatin' up people because of
who they are." A few activists for the disabled testified on behalf of the bill. But the
bulk of the testimony focused on gays. As expected, the committee room became a
sparring ring for gay rights activists and their opponents.

Greg Rowley of the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Colorado said his office
recorded a 13 percent increase in threats and attacks on gays from 1993 to 1994.
Kevin Tebedo of Colorado For Family Values urged the committee not to support
what he called a "homosexual advantage bill: Tebedo said voters made it clear
when they approved Amendment 2 that they do not want gays to have any specific
protection in the law. The measure, passed by Colorado voters in 1992 but put on
hold by the courts, would ban laws protecting gays from discrimination based on
their sexual orientation.

Ale panel of lawmakers asked few questions during the hearing. When the time
.me to vote, several grew emotional. As he tried to restrain himself from crying,

Rep. Bill Kaufman, R-Fort Collins, recalled how his father, a World War II veteran,
had witnessed the carnage of the Nazi death camps.

"Some of the things I've heard in northern Colorado lately make me feel we're
headed in that direction,· he said. "I've never seen so much hate as I've seen in
politics in the last three or four years. And I can't do anything to continue that hatred.
I was leaning toward voting against this bill, but I'm going to support it now and when
it gets to the floor.·

Others, concerned they would be misunderstood as condoning violence and hatred,
voted against the bill somewhat warily. "I would hope you would not perceive a vote
against this bill as hate," Rep. Jeanne Adkins, R-Parker. MIthink it's quite possible
l at what happened in Germany could happen here. But we have to be careful not

say that a crime against one person is worse than a crime against another:

e proposal now goes to the House Finance Committee - where Colorado for
Family Values and other opponents will try to kill it. "There was a lot of emotion
here, but when it gets to the Finance Committee we'll get down to the nuts and
bolts," said Tebedo. "Clear heads have to prevail. Nazis and World War II death
camps have little to do with this.·

Knight-RidderlTribune Business News

Dr. Mel White Arrested
while Seeking Meeting

with Pat Robertson
Representatives of the Christian
Coalition last week ordered the arrest of
Rev. Mel White, nationally known gay
and lesbian civil rights activist and
author.

After peaceful attempts to meet with the
founder of the Christian Coalition and the
Christian Broadcasting Network, Pat
Robertson, Rev. White was arrested on
trespassing charges by the Virginia
Beach 0JA) Police at the offices of the
CBN. A delegation of Christian leaders
who accompanied Rev. White sang
hymns as he was handcuffed and led off
CBN property.

White was told by CBN Chaplain Mark
Johnson, that Robertson refused to meet
with him because, "Homosexuals
represent the cult of death because you
don't procreate. If Pat meets with you,
he would give your movement
credibility .•

Rev. White is fasting, and intends to
continue until Pat Robertson meets with
him to discuss the increasing number of
hate crimes perpetrated against gay and
lesbian people.

In a letter to Robertson before his arrest,
Rev. White said, MMyprimary concem is
the hate crimes against us, (sic) and how
your false charges against us contribute
to that violence as they are repeated
endlessly on the 700 Club, in your
fundraising letters, and in the materials
of the Christian Coalition."

While Rev. White is in jail, a 12-member
delegation of clergy and supporters carry
flowers and notes daily to the CBN
complex.

According to Gary Nixon, life partner of
Rev. White, Robertson has repeatedly
refused requests to meet over the last 20
months. The last correspondence from
Robertson was a fax which said, "My
theology is framed 100% in the Bible,
and (sic) "nothing you can say or do
would make me believe you more than I
believe Moses or the Apostle Paul."

If you would like to fax your support to
Rev. White in jail, the fax number is 804-
625-6024. If you would like further
information on this issue, call 804-855-
8450.
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PFLAG
Prior to the showing of the NBC movie "Serving in Silence: The Margarethe FLY ER
Cammermeyer Story," several advertisers decided that they did not want to sponsor
such a show due to its "controversial- nature. GLAAD, Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation, released the following information shortly following the ~.., March 19.
February 6 movie. v~ Page 4
According to Laurie MacDonald, Nestle's Vice President of Corporate affairs, her ,. •••
company adheres to a policy of not advertising on programs "deemed by a majority
of the public to be controversial or not widely accepted: Citing the same policy,
Nestle ~also refused to sponsor last year's gay wedding episode of "Northern
Exposure" (CBS, May 2).

Such an advertising policy is an open invitation to homophobes, letting them know
that every time they turn our lives into a "controversy," Nestle will back away from
doing the right thing. Moreover, the decision to forego advertiSing on "Serving in
Silence- actually helps to perpetuate the "controversial- and "not widely accepted-
status of homosexuality in our society. Nestle is, in effect, creating the very problem
the company claims to be avoiding.

Complaints go to Joe Weller, Chair and CEO, Nestle USA, 800 North Brand Blvd.,
Glendale, CA 91203; Laurie MacDonald can be reached directly at tel. 818-549-
6235, fax 818-549-5660.

Supportive compliments for NBC can be sent to Warren Littlefield, Vice President of
NBC Entertainment, 3000 West Alameda Ave., Burbank, CA 91523, tel. 818-840-
4444.

Nestle USA pulls advertising from "Serving in Silence"
GLAAD Reports on Trend of Homophobic Advertising Decisions

AT&TUnderAHackforSupport
of Gay/Lesbian Causes

Radical Right Leads Campaign

Dr. James Dobson of Focus On the
Family, a key player in the radical right's
political power machine, is advising
listeners of his nationwide radio
broadcasts to call AT&T to protest their
"homosexual agenda.- He says he
intends to do this for the next 30 days.
He provides the direct line phone
numbers for his listeners as he criticizes
their support of the Gay Games and a
gay/lesbian workshop for their
employees. He calls this "promoting-
homosexuality as normal.

On February 7, the day of the first
broadcast,AT&T sources indicated 1,157
calls were received. The normal number
is 250-400. 525 were from Dobson's
listeners, 292 threatened to switch
carriers and 32 actually did so.

So, if they can call, so can we! Take a
minute to call the hotnne for CEO Robert
Allen and let him know of your support for

Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

Greetings to all! Thanks again for all
your feedback. I love your ideas and
stories so please send them my way!
Due to the conference and the delayed
monthly meeting, the deadline for the
April newsletter is March 22.

Your contributions are VITAL to this
newsletter! SO...as always, I can be
reached at either 528-3684 by phone,
1903 Portsmouth #6, Houston TX 77098
by mail, or DougUp67@aol.com by
ernaill e • T

AT&T's support of our diverse nation.
The numbers are 800-336-6939 (leave a
message only) or call 908-221-4191
during M-Fri business hours to speak to
a live human. This second line is always
very busy, but mornings are best. You
can also write to: Robert Allen, CEO,
AT&T, 295 N. Maple Avenue, Basking
Ridge, NJ 07920. Remember, "Take a
Minute, and Make a Difference.-

JOIN THE"LETTEROF THEMONTH" CLUB!!
Have you ever thought that you'd like to be involved in advocacy in support to the
LesBiGay community, but you just don't know how? Have you ever thought that you
would write your Senator or Representative, if you knew what to say? Well ... Have
we got a Deal for YOU! All members and friends of PFLAG Houston are cordially
invited to sign up for our new "Advocacy Letter of the Month Club." When you sign
up you will receive a monthly mailing that will include background information about
an important issue, a name and address for you to write to, and either a sample letter
or some suggestions of ways to make your point. Over the course of a year we will
address national, state and local issues that relate to our Lesbian, Bisexual and Gay
friends and relatives.

You can obtain all of these benefits at no charge simply by sending your name and
address to "Letter of The month", PO Box 800110, Houston, TX 77080-0110. The
monthly mailings will be prepared by the Advocacy Committee of PFLAG Houston.
If you have any questions about this program, please call me at 462-9060.
Doug Ensminger, Advocacy Chair, PFLAG Houston.--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------tJ

Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG
P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 local chapters and contacts. Our chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

I I We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON.
Family/Couple: $40
Individual: $25
Student/Limited Income: $10

Your donation is tax deductible
P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
501 (c)(3) organization
(I.D. #76-0372-170)

II We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _

)Home Ph: (



G A 'y & LESBIAN CAUCUSPOLITICALHOUSTON

A letter to
HGLPC

by
Annise
Parker

Thanks to all of you who supported me in my
city council race. Your money and your volunteer hours
made the race possible. Your encouragement and help
gave me the strength to persevere. I appreciate the faith
you have shownin me.

There were many positive aspects to this race. I
ran an effective, professional, issue-oriented campaign. I was considered a serious
contender in the eyes of political pundits and the media from the beginning. I
was able to raise issues that would not otherwise have been addressed, but also to
convey the range of issues I consider vital to this city.

Coming in third of 19 candidates, with 11% of the vote, is a very strong
showing. I won all the Montrose precincts by a large margin, led in the Heights
and the Washington Avenue area, and got votes allover the city. There was a
7%city-wide voter turnout. Montrose voted in a higher percentage than the rest
of the city,but there just weren't enough total votes coming from the areas
where I ran strongest.

My five thousand votes included a lot of non-gay support, so we know
that many gay voters stayed home. Possible solutions are already being imple-
mented. My campaign was a test run for HGLPC's new computer technology.
Data sorts from voter registration rolls enabled me to mail to gay and lesbian
voters who had never been on any community lists. Precincts where I ran
strongest are being assigned precinct captains for door-to-door efforts. We are
analyzing the effectiveness of our phone banking.

The local gay I lesbian media was particularly supportive. I am pleased
by the depth of coverage of the race, and personally honored by the coverage
afforded me as a candidate. The mainstream media coverage was wholly
inadequate! If you read the Post, you might not have known there was an
election. They didn't even bother to screen or endorse a candidate. The positive
aspect for me is that local non-gay media finally refers to me as a "neighborhood
activist" or a "civic activist" I have never been a single issue candidate, and that
is finally being reflected in the coverage.

I think it is important to state that I received only a half-dozen negative
phone calls over the course of the campaign - none because I am gay! I was
open about who I am and what I believe, both as an individual and as a candi-
date, and was treated respectfully everywhere I campaigned.

City Council candidate
Annise Parker

continued on page 6
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PAGE THREE

eve roots of P-FLAG - Parents, Families and Friends of by
Lesbians and Gays - go back to 1972 when a mom and Gail
dad happened to turn on their TV and see their beloved .
son Morty being brutally beaten, while New York City RIckey

police officers looked on with indifference. Jeanne and Jules Manford had long
known and accepted that their son was gay. But suddenly, they wanted to do
more than just be accepting.

Jeanne wrote an angry letter to the New York Post expressing her outrage,
which inspired other parents of gays and lesbians to respond. Soon afterward, at
the 1972New York Pride Day parade, Jeanne marched at Morty's side carrying a
sign that said, "Parents of Gays, Unite in Support of Our Children."

The crowd went wild. Initially, Jeanne thought they were cheering for Dr.
Benjamin Spock who was marching behind her with a group of Vietnam veterans.
But soon, she began to realize the impact of her presence. "They came out of the
crowd into the street and kissed me. And they asked me to talk to their parents.
That's when I knew I had to form P-FLAG," says Jeanne, as quoted in the intro-
duction of the recently published
Uncommon Heroes.

P-FLAG was officially
launched in 1981, with a total of 20
chapters. Today, there are more than
350 affiliates spread across the U.S., 11
in Canada, and a handful in other
countries including Australia, England,.----------------
France, and Israel. Growth has been spurred in recent years by organized
attacks on the rights of gays and lesbians. Parents with gay sons C! d lesbian
daughters began to see their own children being vilified by politicians and
ministers, and like the Manfords, they were propelled to action.

While P-FLAG Houston's roots go back to the 1970s (Annella Harrison,
mother of Patrick McIlvain, participated in early efforts to form the national organi-
zation), the local chapter has experienced tremendous growth over the last three
years. Today, we mail our monthly newsletter to more than 700 persons, have 250
dues-paying members, and counted 125people at our last meeting.

Virtually every meeting is an attendance record-breaker. Parents and
other family members, gay men and lesbians, and supportive persons in the
community including counselors, ministers, and mental health professionals, fill
the pews at our meeting place - St. Francis Episcopal Church at 345 Piney
Point. Meetings begin with a program, such as a panel of ministers discussing
religious concerns, or youth from HATCH talking about their experiences at
home and school. After a short break, we divide into small groups for discus-
sions. Truly, these sessions are the heart of P-FLAG, offering an environment
where each individual can speak from the heart. Sitting in a circle, we listen,
nurture, cry, laugh, console, and rejoice. Most of all, we learn - from each other,
from the community of experience represented, and in the end, from ourselves.

Overall, P-FLAG's mission is threefold: to support families, to educate the
public, and to advocate for equal rights. Typically, parents come to their first P-
FLAG meeting needing support. As they learn about homosexuality, meet lesbians

•• Parents began to see their own
children being vilified by politicians
and ministers, and they were
propelled to action ... ~

and gay men, and interact with other
parents who are concerned about the
well-being of their sons and daughters,
they become advocates - and activists!

Last year, P-FLAG Houston
embarked on a new venture: present-
ing an educational event titled "Heal-
ing the Hurt: A Conference on
Homophobia." When we began
planning the event, Oregon and
Colorado were still reeling from hate-
filled anti-gay initiatives, and gays-in-
the-military was the top story in the
news. We knew we had to speak out.
If all we were able to do was to save
one young person from suffering the
fear of rejection and the pain of
isolation that our own children had
endured, if we could sensitize one
school counselor or minister or
therapist to the problem, if we could
energize one more person to stand up
for our gay and lesbian children, then
our work would be worth the effort.

With grateful hearts, we
welcomed 340 attendees, far surpass-
ing our original goal. Keynote speaker
Dee Mosbacher honored us with a
showing of her video, "Straight from
the Heart," which was recently
nominated for an Academy Award in
the Documentary Short category!
Importantly, the conference - de-
signed to educate - did much more.
Minute by minute, hour by hour,

continued on page 6
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PAGE SIX

P-FLAG, continued from page 3

Calendar
The next meeting willi be helQ
March 1, 1995, aftheoffices at
2700 Albany, beginning at 7:30
PM. .:

Lincoln Project will'meet March
29,1995. Location TBA.

Regular Political, Action Working
Groupmeetin '(I'be,held
Thursdays an ,'af27$
Albany, 'starting O:PM~

The ITC workinggro~p meets
Thursdays at 2700 A!b~ny,
starting at 7:30 PM; ,"

"

Parker, continued from page 1

Of course, my final goal was
to claim victory on election day. Not
achieving that is no reflection on the
heart and effort of those of you who
volunteered, nor on the contributions
of those who supported me financially.

If Dallas, Austin; and
Galveston can elect gay candidates, I
know Houston can and will. Each
race is a step on that path. I hope
those who chose not to vote this time
will realize that victory is possible.

I'll leave this final thought. Abe
Lincoln.Harvey Milk, Sheila Jackson
Lee and Newt Gingrich all lost three
races before they won one. I don't plan
on losing another race. Do you?

healing happened. Families embraced. Fathers cried. A minister reached out
to hug the mother of a gay child saying, "My sister is lesbian."

"I'm beginning to see that working for understanding about gays and
lesbians leads to addressing other forms of oppression," said one person. "I feel so
empowered by what I've experienced today," said a gay man. "I'm through with
closets." Perhaps the highest praise came from a police officer. "I felt so much love
here today. And there was no pretentiousness. People were so sincere."

Inspired by our success, we immediately began planning Healing the
Hurt '95, to be presented Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1, at the Sheraton
Astrodome. The roster of presenters is star-studded, headed by keynote
speakers David Mixner, who mobilized the gay and lesbian supportive commu-
nity nationally to elect Bill Clinton as president, and the Reverend Dr. Janie
Spahr, an ordained Presbyterian minister, who, as a lesbian, is an evangelist on
behalf of inclusiveness for gays and lesbians.

Many of our workshop leaders also have national prominence. They
include Eric Marcus, author of Is It a Choice?; Leroy Aarons, author of a soon-to-
be- published book on a gay youth who committed suicide; and Greg King,
former communications director of the Human Rights Campaign Fund. Of
special interest, Annise Parker and Dianne Hardy-Garcia will help lead one of
the four interactive sessions on Saturday, titled "Civil Rights/Human Rights."

During the conference P-FLAG Houston will present our first National
Human Rights Award for Bravery, to be awarded to a person who has taken the
most risks, personally or professionally, on behalf of the cause of gay and lesbian
equality. Nominations are being made by P-FLAG chapters across the country.

P-FLAG Houston meets on the first Sunday of every month (unless it's
a holiday weekend, when the meeting is on the second Sunday) from 2 PM to
4:30 PM. For more information about the conference, our meetings, or other
services we offer, call 867-9020.

Message, continued from page 2

join HGLPC. I intend to be at 2700 Albany every Thursday night from 6:30 to
8:00 to work with the new committee organizing our grassroots efforts across
the City. I intend to take off work on Election Day and knock on doors and drag
people to the polls, if I have to, to raise the Montrose precincts above the pitiful
14.23 percent voter turnout that we saw when our own Annise Parker ran for
City Council last month.

We are the future of Houston. We are the political activists of the gay and
lesbian community, and if we do not do it, it will not happen, not now or maybe
ever. Two or three or five hours a week will make the difference we are looking for.
Make 1995 the year you rededicate yourself to the fight for your own civil rights,
the fight that has moved from the streets into the voting booths. We can make a
difference there. Take the pledge with me. Support HGLPC's efforts with your tim.
and resources. You will never wish you hadn't, but you may always wish you had.

F E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 5



THE BUS TO THE
MARCH ON AUSTIN

Sunday April 2, 1995

HOP ON BOARD! STOP THE VIOLENCE & HATE

Buy Your Ticket Now-
The ride of your life
for twenty dollars....
There are only a few seats
left on the PFLAG Bus,
so please contact Ken

." Parker ASAP at the Heal
the Hurt '95 Conference
or 827-7774 to reserve
your seat on this 'very
important Texas journey.

The Details You'll Need to Know-

The PFLAG Bus departs at 8AM &
returns 9:30PM Sunday, 4/2/95.

Place:Park at the N.W. comer of the
Memorial City Shopping Center
parking lot near the Texaco on the
comer of I-lOW & Gessner. (If
your coming from Downtown, go
west on I-10, exit Gessner, make a
U-turn under the freeway and the
Texaco will be immediately on the
right.) A security patrol for cars is
provided and remember the time
changes. "We'll serve you free
sandwiches & soft drinks" - Ken

•



•Date: December 20, 1994

The Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas announced today that thousands of lesbian and
gay people from across the state will meet in Austin on April 2, 1995 at 12 noon for a
march to the State Capitol against the hate, violence, and discrimination faced by lesbian
and gay Texans. The name of the march will be the "Texas March to Stop the Violence,
Stop the Hate." This theme was selected due to the fact that seven gay men were
brutally killed in Texas this year because they were gay. According to the
Department of Public Safety, hate crimes against lesbians and gay men rose from 11.5% to
16.2% of all hate crimes committed in Texas in 1994. In addition to the violence, lesbian
and gay Texans continue to face hatred and discrimination in employment, housing, health
care, and economic opportunities.

The "Stop the Violence, Stop the Hate" theme of the march coincides with the
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby's top legislative priorities for the 74th Legislativ.e Session.
LGRL is seeking to strengthen Texas hate crime laws. "It is our hope that a strong hate •
crime law will deter these types of crimes and hold people accountable for their actions,
and send a clear message that hate-related violence will not be tolerated in Texas," stated
Dianne Hardy-Garcia, Executive Director ofLGRL.

The "Texas March to Stop the Violence, Stop the Hate" is supported by lesbians and
gays from all over Texas including the Lubbock Lesbian and Gay Lesbian Alliance, West
Texas Lesbian and Gay Alliance, Lesbian and Gay Political Coaltion of Dallas, Corpus
Christi Lesbians and Gays, Dallas Gay/Lesbian Alliance, Log Cabin Republicans of Texas,
the Valley Voice, Gay/Lesbian of Central Texas -- Waco, Houston Lesbian and Gay
Political Caucus, Tarrant County Lesbian an Gay Alliance, Amarillo Lesbian and Gay
Alliance, LAMBDA Services ofEI Paso, Port Aransas Lesbian and Gay Alliance,
Lesbianand Gays of BryanJ College Station, San Antonio Equal Rights Political Action
Committee, Gays/Lesbians Of Central Texas-- Fort Hood, and the Austin Lesbian and Gay
Political Caucus.



PFLAG \j);J FLYER
Next Meeting April 9

Coming Out in the Workplace

Given the fact that in the state of
Texas sexual orientation is legal
grounds for dismissal from a job.
many gays and lesbians feel that
they must conceal the fact that they
are gay or lesbian. At the same
time, many feel that it is not
pertinent to the office environment,
so why talk about it. And then there
are still others who have come out
of the closet .at work and have
positive experiences with their co-
workers and bosses. This month
we will discuss the issue of coming

ut in the workplace. Hear more
·out the issue of sexual

orientation in the workplace from
various PFLAGers.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for first-
time visitors and groups geared
towards H IV+ as well as Spouse
Support, follow the program. These
s8-ssions are thE'-h-e-a~t of-P-F--Ll\g,
with families sharing their journeys
and learning from each other. We
look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting! Come join us!

Call to Action: Hate Crimes Bill
Goes to Senate and House

S.B. 141 Gains TXSenate
Committee Approval

On Thursday, March 23, the Texas
Senate Criminal Justice Committee
approved a more stringent hate crimes
law that adds violent crimes against
individuals because of their sexual

entation as a defined hate crime. S.B.
41 provides a specific list of protected

groups: race, religion, ethnicity, disability
and sexual orientation. The bill is
patterned after the Wisconsin state
statute which was upheld by the US.
Supreme Court. This bill could easily be
defeated in the House if we do not speak
out!

It is critically important that we now
initiate a letter writing program designed
to reach each of our state senators and
representatives. Handwritten letters to
each of your elected state officials. The
letters can be worded the same. Please

, __ ~.J__ _ __ 1-__ :_:__ &. •••• _ ~_II_ ••• :__

PaJents. Famlies and Friends ofLeslllw nlGltS

Young EastTexas auctioneer
receives first national Human

Rights .Award for Bravery

HOUSTON-Wesley Beard, a 22-year-
old auctioneer from Jacksonville, Texas,
who braved death threats and verbal
abuse to bring to the attention of his
native East Texas to the horror of
violence against gay and lesbian people,
is the first recipient of an annual award
for bravery.

The Human Rights Award for Bravery
consists of a $2,500 cash prize and a
unique cast bronze trophy designed by
Kelly Gale Amen, a prominent Houston
artisUdesigner. It was presented March
31 at the second "Healing the Hurt"
conference on homophobia sponsored
by the Houston chapter of PFLAG
(Parents, Family and Friends of Lesbians
Gays), which also sponsors the award.

The Bravery Award will be made each
year-..-t9--the C'r"9- person-In -the United
States who has risked the most,
personally or professionally, during the
previous year, said the Rev. Don Sinclair,
PFLAG-Houston president. "For years
we have struggled with the question of
how to best encourage all Americans to
speak up in behalf of the basic human
rights that gay men and lesbians are born
with but are too often denied them
because of their GOd-given sexuality,"
said Sinclair, pastor of Bering Memorial
United Methodist Church.

"We finally realized that by rewarding
people for their courageous acts and
words, we would encourage further
courageous acts and words," Sinclair
added. "Although it was the award
judges who selected Wesley, we are
grateful because no one can doubt his
courage in standing up to hate and
violence."

Beard first came out as a gay man in
March, 1993, when he appeared on a
local television news show in his
hometown of Jacksonville, Texas. He did
so not knowing how his community's
reaction would affect his antique
auctioneer business, which he had
nurtured since his high school days. Late
in that year, Beard was horrified by the

Mar 24-
Jun 11

"Angels in America" on
stage at Alley Theatre

Apr. 9 PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

May. 7 PFLAG Meeting

Jun4 PFLAG Meeting

The Jan. 8, 1994 rally drew some 700
people from across the state to the park
from which West had been abducted.
Ignoring threats to his life, Beard also
appeared on various national television
news broadcasts and was quoted in
numerous publications, including The
New York Times and Time magazine.

"He refused to let the story die, refused
to permit this ugly, anti-gay hate crime go
unnoticed," said the Rev. Mel White of
the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan
Community Churches, who recently went
on a hunger strike in a Virginia jail until
televangelist Pat Robertson agreed to
meet with him to talk about gay issues.
White's remarks were part of the
nominating packet submitted by PFLAG-
Dallas.

Beard continued his activism through
1994 and late in the year began
organizing a second "Stop the Hate"
rally, which took place in Tyler last
month. It was Beard's persistence in a
large area still widely known for lack of
tolerance that impressed the five judges,
who gave him three first-place votes and
two second-place votes in their
tabulations.

"Wesley clearly put himself in financial
and physical risk," said Collie Conoley,
an educational psychology professor at
the University of Nebraska, who served
as one of the judges. "To be successful
in his endeavors, he was required to
overcome many roadblocks and it
sounds as if he did a great deal without
much support."
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with but are too often denied them
because of their God-given sexuality,"
said Sinclair, pastor of Bering Memorial
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Given the fact that in the state of
Texas sexual orientation is legal
grounds for dismissal from a job.
many gays and lesbians feel that
they must conceal the fact that they
are gay or lesbian. At the same
time, many feel that it is not
pertinent to the office environment,
so why talk about it. And then there
are still others who have come out
of the closet at work and have
positive experiences with their co-
workers and bosses. This month
we will discuss the issue of coming

ut in the workplace. Hear more
out the issue of sexual

orientation in the workplace from
various PFLAGers.

Call to Action: Hate Crimes Bill
Goes to Senate and House

S.B. 141 Gains TXSenate
Committee Approval

On Thursday, March 23, the Texas
Senate Criminal Justice Committee
approved a more stringent hate crimes
law that adds violent crimes against
individuals because of their sexual

entation as a defined hate crime. S.B.
41 provides a specific list of protected

groups: race, religion, ethnicity, disability
and sexual orientation. The bill is
patterned after the Wisconsin state
statute which was upheld by the US.
Supreme Court. This bill could easily be
defeated in the House if we do not speak
out!

It is critically important that we now
initiate a letter writing program designed
to reach each of our state senators and
representatives. Handwritten letters to
each of your elected state officials. The
letters can be worded the same. Please

nsider emphasizing the following
~ints in your letters:

The statute protects many groups
that have been the objects of hate-
based crimes. For exarnple, 60% of
the reported hate crimes were race-
based.

Parents.Fillies and FriendS" LesbIansnG¥
Young East Texas auctioneer
receives first national Human

Rights .Award for Bravery

"We finally realized that by rewarding
people for their courageous acts and
words, we would encourage further
courageous acts and words," Sinclair
added. "Although it was the award
judges who selected Wesley, we are
grateful because no one can doubt his
courage in standing up to hate and
violence."

Beard first came out as a gay man in
March, 1993, when he appeared on a
local television news show in his
hometown of Jacksonville, Texas. He did
so not knowing how his community's
reaction would affect his antique
auctioneer business, which he had
nurtured since his high school days. Late
in that year, Beard was horrified by the
news out of Tyler of a gay-bashing
murder of a 23-year-old gay man.
Nicholas Ray West had been abducted,
driven to a remote sand pit, beaten and
then shot nine times until he died.

Beard set out to bring the incident to the
area's media attention, and then to

Continued on Page 3 organize a "Stop the Hate" rally in Tyler.

Apr. 9 PFLAG Meeting
~:OO PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.
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"Angels in America" on
stage at Alley Theatre

May. 7 PFLAG Meeting

Jun4 PFLAG Meeting

The Jan. 8, 1994 rally drew some 700
people from across the state to the park
from which West had been abducted.
Ignoring threats to his life, Beard also
appeared on various national television
news broadcasts and was quoted in
numerous publications, including The
New York Times and Time magazine.

"He refused to let the story die, refused
to permit this ugly, anti-gay hate crime go
unnoticed," said the Rev. Mel White of
the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan
Community Churches, who recently went
on a hunger strike in a Virginia jail until
televangelist Pat Robertson agreed to
meet with him to talk about gay issues.
White's remarks were part of the
nominating packet submitted by PFLAG-
Dallas.

Beard continued his activism through
1994 and late in the year began
organizing a second "Stop the Hate"
rally, which took place in Tyler last
month. It was Beard's persistence in a
large area still widely known for lack of
tolerance that impressed the five judges,
who gave him three first-place votes and
two second-place votes in their
tabulations.

"Wesley clearly put himself in financial
and physical risk," said Collie Conoley,
an educational psychology professor at
the University of Nebraska, who served
as one of the judges. "To be successful
in his endeavors, he was required to
overcome many roadblocks and it
sounds as if he did a great deal without
much support."
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FATHERS,BEA LION!
by James M. Pines, PFLAG of Metropolitan Washington

When my son came out to me, I soon discovered that a lot of people hate
homosexuals. I'd known that all along I guess, but hadn't thought much about it. The.
full impact of our society's pervasive homophobia becomes apparent only when it
affects someone important to you.

Though I went through the usual denial, grieving, and other stages so familiar in the
literature, another healthier reaction soon dominated my responses. The fierceness
and violence of it astonished me. The way I had always imagined an angry lion, for
example, defending cubs against the hunter, I found myself enraged that some
people might attack my son, verbally or even physically, for something as private and
unobjectionable as his sexual orientation.

Though I continue to mask my rage most of the time, I consider my fierce reaction to
be the essence of what masculinity used to mean. Defending your Gay child is far
tougher, consistent with, and appropriate to being a "real man" than lamenting his tilt
away from heterosexuality.

I don't usually worry, about my feelings and responses being masculine enough. I'm
more concerned that they be human. However, I mention this reaction to my son's
coming out because it may help some fathers whose responses are still tied up with
the old masculinity myths. Fighting for your Gay children is far more "macho' than
ignoring them or throwing them out of the house. If you don't turn your back on
friends as "real men" don't, you certainly shouldn't be turning it on your children!

That's why I have so much difficulty understanding fathers who give their gay sons a
hard time. What I or they think of homosexuality is irrelevant. Even if I thought of it
a sin, which I don't, my son is right even if he's wrong. He's right because he's my
son. If it has to be us against the rest of the world, then that's the way it will be.

To let down your Gay male or Lesbian child violates the most natural, fundamental,
and intense human attachment any parent can have. As we became more civilized,
we began to call it love, but that word just approximates a complex feeling that
originated deep in our evolutionary past. Discovering my son's sexual orientation put
me in touch with that feeling as nothing else had before.

I sometimes get impatient in support groups and other conversations with parents.
There's often too much sophisticated analysis of subtle feelings and self-indulgent
wallowing in the grieving process. Too many parents grapple with their ambivalence
about homosexual orientation and practices, and struggle slowly toward
understanding and "acceptance."

All of this may be useful and essential, but it neglects a crucial point that comes
before everything else. Your child is your child, no matter what, and neither sexual
orientation nor anything else changes that. When it comes to acceptance, there's
nothing to be subtle or sorry about. Get in touch with the feelings you had when you
became a parent. Stop moaning and start being a lion!

This column is for gay children and their mothers to show fathers who don't love and
accept their homosexual offspring. No matter how those fathers feel about
homosexuality, the should be out there standing up for their children. That's the
"natural," "normal," and "manly" thing to do!

Reprinted from PFLAG Metro Washington Newsletter, February 1995

PFLAG
FLYERf':a-, April 199

VV Page 2

Encouragement to First-Timers
From PFLAG Philadelphia

It has been about six years now that Mac
and I have been involved with PFLAG.
When I look back and remember how we
felt when we attended our first meeting,
in some ways it seems like yesterday and
in other ways it seems as though it was a
hundred years ago. When new parents
come to the meetings for the first time, I
know in their hearts they cannot possibly
imagine that they will ever lose the heavy
feeling that they have. Believe me, it
happens. I had no intention of ever
marching in a "Pride Parade," speaking
in front of a group for any reason, let
alone talking about my feelings as a
parent when I learned that one of ~
children was gay. •

My attitude changed when I realized that
it is really important to talk to others who
are hurting and tell them that I know how
they feel. The way you sort out your own
feelings is very much an individual
choice. It takes time, and that time frame
is different for each and every one of us.
Many times our children are impatient
and want us to quicken up the process.
We can't do that any more than they did,
while they were coming to terms with all
of their issues. Families need to talk and
really tell each other how they feel. Once
a month meeting is not enough. Hug and
kiss each other and don't worry about the
tears. Don't be ashamed of your
feelings. You are entitled to your feelings
and emotions. Only in recent years have
I stopped apologizing for being an
emotional person. When I stopped
explaining myself to people I found a new
freedom. If I can do it, so can you!

Love, Viv

Excerpted from July-August 1994, Philadelpl:i
PFLAG newsletter.

Thoughts on Love and St.Valentines Day
By Kurt Olson, President PFLAGChicago

As Valentine's Day approaches, most of us think of love. Some think of the objectof their love, whiie others think or love imhe
abstract and what love really is. I believe that love is never just a concept except for discussion's sake, for love is always an

_ action. Love is ~nergy wjth an object. _

The three aspects of PFLAG's mission are filled with love. We see this in the support dynamic in which we are enfolded with arms
of love and caring from the others in the group. We see love again when we engage in education for the self, the group, and the
outside community because we want others to be as open to the magnificent diversity of love as God has created it. Last, we
experience love in the advocacy aspect of PFLAG. We care enough and feel secure enough in ourselves to act out and speak
out in love and conviction to others who need to hear the message: Love is love in any form and is needful of celebration.

Many of the gay, lesbian and bi-sexual people who come to a PFLAG meeting experience love for the first time from a parer].
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affects someone important to you.

Though I went through the usual denial, grieving, and other stages so familiar in the
literature, another healthier reaction soon dominated my responses. The fierceness
and violence of it astonished me. The way I had always imagined an angry lion, for
example, defending cubs against the hunter, I found myself enraged that some
people might attack my son, verbally or even physically, for something as private and
unobjectionable as his sexual orientation.

Though I continue to mask my rage most of the time, I consider my fierce reaction to
be the essence of what masculinity used to mean. Defending your Gay child is far
tougher, consistent with, and appropriate to being a "real man" than lamenting his tilt
away from heterosexuality.

I don't usually worry about my feelings and responses being masculine enough. I'm
more concerned that they be human. However, I mention this reaction to my son's
coming out because it may help some fathers whose responses are still tied up with
the old masculinity myths. Fighting for your Gay children is far more "macho' than
ignoring them or throwing them out of the house. If you don't turn your back on
friends as "real men" don't, you certainly shouldn't be turning it on your children!

That's why I have so much difficulty understanding fathers who give their gay sons a
hard time. What I or they think of homosexuality is irrelevant. Even if I thought of it
a sin, which I don't, my son is right even if he's wrong. He's right because he's my
son. If it has to be us against the rest of the world, then that's the way it will be.

To let down your Gay male or Lesbian child violates the most natural, fundamental,
and intense human attachment any parent can have. As we became more civilized,
we began to call it love, but that word just approximates a complex feeling that
originated deep in our evolutionary past. Discovering my son's sexual orientation put
me in touch with that feeling as nothing else had before.

I sometimes get impatient in support groups and other conversations with parents.
There's often too much sophisticated analysis of subtle feelings and self-indulgent
wallowing in the grieving process. Too many parents grapple with their ambivalence
about homosexual orientation and practices, and struggle slowly toward
understanding and "acceptance."

All of this may be useful and essential, but it neglects a crucial point that comes
before everything else. Your child is your child, no matter what, and neither sexual
orientation nor anything else changes that. When it comes to acceptance, there's
nothing to be subtle or sorry about. Get in touch with the feelings you had when you
became a parent. Stop moaning and start being a lion!

This column is for gay children and their mothers to show fathers who don't love and
accept their homosexual offspring. No matter how those fathers feel about
homosexuality, the should be out there standing up for their children. That's the
"natural," "normal," and "manly" thing to do!

Reprinted from PFLAG Metro Washington Newsletter, February 1995

From PFLAG Philadelphia

It has been about six years now that Mac
and I have been involved with PFLAG.
When I look back and remember how we
felt when we attended our first meeting,
in some ways it seems like yesterday and
in other ways it seems as though it was a
hundred years ago. When new parents
come to the meetings for the first time, I
know in their hearts they cannot possibly
imagine that they will ever lose the heavy
feeling that they have. Believe me, it
happens. I had no intention of ever
marching in a "Pride Parade," speaking
in front of a group for any reason, let
alone talking about my feelings as a
parent when I learned that one of m
children was gay.

My attitude changed when I realized that
it is really important to talk to others who
are hurting and tell them that I know how
they feel. The way you sort out your own
feelings is very much an individual
choice. It takes time, and that time frame
is different for each and every one of us.
Many times our children are impatient
and want us to quicken up the process.
We can't do that any more than they did,
while they were coming to terms with all
of their issues. Families need to talk and
really tell each other how they feel. Once
a month meeting is not enough. Hug and
kiss each other and don't worry about the
tears. Don't be ashamed of your
feelings. You are entitled to your feelings
and emotions .. Only in recent years have
I stopped apologizing for being an
emotional person. When I stopped
explaining myself to people I found a new
freedom. If I can do it, so can you!

Love, Viv

Excerpted from July-August 1994, Philadelp""
PFLAG newsletter.

Thoughts on Love and St.Valentines Day
By Kurt Olson, President PFLAG Chicago

As Valentine's Day approaches, most of us think of love. Some think of the objectof their love, whue others think of iove irrthe
abstract and what love really is. I believe that love is never just a concept except for discussion's sake, for love is always an
action. Love is ~nergy wjth an object.,

The three aspects of PFLAG's mission are filled with love. We see this in the support dynamic in which we are enfolded with arms
of love and caring from the others in the group. We see love again when we engage in education for the self, the group, and the
outside community because we want others to be as open to the magnificent diversity of love as God has created it. Last, we
experience love In the advocacy aspect of PFLAG. We care enough and feel secure enough in ourselves to act out and speak
out in love and conviction to others who need to hear the message: Love is love in any form and is needful of celebration.

Many of the gay, lesbian and bi-sexual people who come to a PFLAG meeting experience love for the first time from a paren
figure. A celebrative love, an unconditional love. Many first-time parent attendees see love expressed between people of
sexual orientations in an open and unfettered way, helping them to free themselves from the yoke of fear and ignorance. Lov
does that, over and over again.

Love can never be held as a possession of one's own. Love's property is to be shared, otherwise it evaporates into a nothingness.
When we fail to express the love we have, we turn into a nothing. That is why it is so important to encourage people to experience
and share love. The meaning of life will come forth when love is expressed. When love is suffocated, death is the result.

Continued on Page 3



\3tJ News
(am Around the Nation

Pat Robertson springs his gay ghostwriter from jail
By Ransdell Pierson

NEW YORK (Reuter) - Televangelist Pat Robertson has arranged the release from
prison of his former ghostwriter by dropping trespassing charges against him and
meeting the gay writer to discuss the issue of violence against homosexuals.

Mel White, who wrote Robertson's 1986 presidential campaign book, "America's
Dates with Destiny," was jailed Feb. 15 for trespassing at Robertson's Christian
Broadcasting Network (CBN) headquarters in Virginia Beach, Va.

White-who claimed Robertson preached anti-gay rhetoric on CBN-had vowed to
stay in jail until Robertson met with him and denounced anti-gay attacks. The Dallas-
based minister of a gay church lost 15 pounds during a jail protest fast.

Robertson met White Wednesday night in prison for five minutes after receiving an
appeal for his help from White's parents. Robertson went to the jail even though he
had accused White of staging a media circus and causing his own imprisonment by
refusing to sign a form which would have required him to attend a March 28 court
hearing.

"It's a wonderful victory for us," said White, who was released after Robertson
dropped the trespasssing charge and delivered a letter to White distancing himself

•

anti-gay violence.

. he letter to White, who had kept his homosexuality secret when he wrote
Robertson's book in 1985, Robertson said, "Your mother and father who are
dedicated Christians and CBN supporters have written me as concerned parents to
request that I meet with you."

Robertson added, "I have not, nor willi, do violence against you nor your associates
... I have never, nor will I, counsel others to commit acts of violence against you or
any other homosexual."

Gene Kapp, a spokesman. for Robertson who attended the jailhouse meeting,
--describe<tit as cordial, openand frank. The meeting didil'fbring compromise to Mr

Robertson's Christian convictions or credence to the homosexual lifestyle, but
instead brought compassion to the issue."

Kapp said Robertson interpreted the Bible as opposing homosexuality. According to
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, there were at least 59 anti-gay homicides
in 1994, including eight in Texas.

REUTER••••••••••••••••••••
What is PFLAG?,A Parent's View

PFLAG is the spirit of lovin~
and carin~ about others.

<lllllllliWs a place where support can be found
~ecause even thouch the "oldtimers"

lau~h and joke
seem far away from pain,

They remember what it was like to be
learning about the life of

their beloved child.

At PFLAG we learned that we could clin~
to~ether, and that we could stand

and be counted.
That even bein~ counted behind a veil

was worth the world to our children.

"I didn't think they cared
because they wouldn't ~o to meetlncs,
but then my Dad said, 'Did you read in

the
newsletter that.. ."'

"My dad squashed the 'fa~' jokes at work,
he told them that was the same as

racism."
"My sister's only sixteen

but you should see the paper she
wrote

on civil ri~hts for civics class!"

What is PFLAG? It's a spirit that
says:

I love you, I care about you,

PFLAG
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Thoughts on Love, Cont'd from p. 2

Haven't enough of our brothers and
sisters of all sexual orientations died
because love was not the priority of
expression and experience? Love
cannot be silent. Love cannot be stilled.
Love cannot be stifled. Love knows no
time but the present in which to be
expressed and lived. No one can judge
which love is right and which is wrong for
all love comes from the Creator, from the
Source of all being.

From the silly romanticized fantasy of
love to the passionate thrill of love-
making,from the love we have for mere
objects to the love we all share for one
another as fellow human beings, from the
love we experience in the familiar to the
love which guides us into new areas of
being, may we all celebrate love to the
fullest expression we dare imagine. A
most happy St. Valentine's Day to us all!

The above article was in the February 1995 issue of
PFLAG Chicago's newsletter.

Hate Crimes Bill:Time to Act,
Cont'd from Page 1

Hate crimes -aqainst gays and
lesbians has been steadily
increasing, from 11% in 1993 to 16%
in 1994.

Eight brutal gay murders were
documented in 1994. But it is only the
tip of the iceberg.

This epidemic of hate inspired
murders of gays has received
national publicity with a PRIMETIME
report broadcast on January 25th,
appearances on the Donohue show
and the article in the February issue
of Vanity Fair.

This is not a question of approving of
a person's lifestyle, we are simply
taking a stand against hate inspired
violence and standing up for the
basic American principle that we
don't murder people because of who
they are.

Write your State Representative and urge
them to co-sponsor House Bill 365. HB
365 is the House version of the l-fate
Crime Bill sposored by State
Representative Scott Hochberg. You can
write all State Representatives at P.O
Box 2910, Austin, Texas 78768.lf you
don't know who your State
Representative is, call your County Clerk
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NEW YORK (Reuter) - Televangelist Pat Robertson has arranged the release from
prison of his former ghostwriter by dropping trespassing charges against him and
meeting the gay writer to discuss the issue of violence against homosexuals.

Mel White, who wrote Robertson's 1986 presidential campaign book, "America's
Dates with Destiny," was jailed Feb. 15 for trespassing at Robertson's Christian
Broadcasting Network (CBN) headquarters in Virginia Beach, Va.

White-who claimed Robertson preached anti-gay rhetoric on CBN-had vowed to
stay in Jail until Robertson met with him and denounced anti-gay attacks. The Dallas-
based minister of a gay church lost 15 pounds during a jail protest fast.

Robertson met White Wednesday night in prison for five minutes after receiving an
appeal for his help from White's parents. Robertson went to the jail even though he
had accused White of staging a media circus and causing his own imprisonment by
refusing to sign a form which would have required him to attend a March 28 court
hearing.

"It's a wonderful victory for us," said White, who was released after Robertson
dropped the trespasssing charge and delivered a letter to White distancing himself

., anti-gay violence.

_he letter to White, who had kept his homosexuality secret when he wrote
Robertson's book in 1985, Robertson said, "Your mother and father who are
dedicated Christians and CBN supporters have written me as concerned parents to
request that I meet with you."

Robertson added, "I have not, nor will I, do violence against you nor your associates
... I have never, nor will I, counsel others to commit acts of violence against you or
any other homosexual."

Gene Kapp, a spokesman for Robertson who attended the jailhouse meeting,
Clescribedlf as -"cordiaf,open and frank. The meeting didn't bring compromise to Mr
Robertson's Christian convictions or credence to the homosexual lifestyle, but
instead brought compassion to the issue."

Kapp said Robertson interpreted the Bible as opposing homosexuality. According to
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, there were at least 59 anti-gay homicides
in 1994, including eight in Texas.

REUTER••••••••••••••••••••
What is PFLAG?,A Parent's View

PFLAG is the spirit of loving
and caring about others.

<lllllliWsa place where support can be found
W.Jecause even though the "oldtimers"

laugh and joke
seem far away from pain,

They remember what it was like to be
learning about the life of

their beloved child.

At PFLAG we learned that we could cling
together, and that we could stand

and be counted.
That even being counted behind a veil

was worth the world to our children.

-aar their prideful voices:
~om and Dad do care enough to learn

and try and understand,
they joined PFLAG."

"Mom wrote a letter to her
Congressman,"

"I didn't think they cared
because they wouldn't go to meetings,
but then my Dad said, 'Did you read in

the
newsletter that...'''

"My dad squashed the 'fag' jokes at work,
he told them that was the same as

racism."
"My sister's only sixteen

but you should see the paper she
wrote

on civil rights for civics class!"

What is PFLAG? It's a spirit that
says:

I love you, I care about you,
I'm glad you're my child,

my brother,
my sister,

my friend.

By Jean Durgin-Clinchard••••••••••••••••••••

Thoughts on Love, Cont'd from p. 2

Haven't enough of our brothers and
sisters of all sexual orientations died
because love was not the priority of
expression and experience? Love
cannot be silent. Love cannot be stilled.
Love cannot be stifled. Love knows no
time but the present in which to be
expressed and lived. No one can judge
which love is right and which is wrong for
all love comes from the Creator, from the
Source of all being.

From the silly romanticized fantasy of
love to the passionate thrill of love-
making, from the love we have for mere
Objects to the love we all share for one
another as fellow human beings, from the
love we experience in the familiar to the
love which guides us into new areas of
being, may we all celebrate love to the
fullest expression we dare imagine. A
most happy St. Valentine's Day to us all!

The above article was in the February 1995 issue of
PFLAG Chicago's newsletter.

Hate Crimes Bill: Time to Act,
Cont'd from Page 1

Hate crimes -against gays aAd
lesbians has been steadily
increasing, from 11% in 1993 to 16%
in 1994.

Eight brutal gay murders were
documented in 1994. But it is only the
tip of the iceberg.

This epidemic of hate inspired
murders of gays has received
national publicity with a PRIMETIME
report broadcast on January 25th,
appearances on the Donohue show
and the article in the February issue
of Vanity Fair.

This is not a question of approving of
a person's lifestyle, we are simply
taking a stand against hate inspired
violence and standing up for the
basic American principle that we
don't murder people because of who
they are.

Write your State Representative and urge
them to co-sponsor House Bill 365. HB
365 is the House version orthe Hate
Crime Bill sposored by State
Representative Scott Hochberg. You can
write all State Representatives at P.O
Box 2910, Austin, Texas 78768.lf you
don't know who your State
Representative is, call your County Clerk
or LGRL at (512)474-5475.

Time to
Write for
Rights



In the category of...You Have Got to Be Kidding!
Montana state Legislature proposes Registration of Homosexuals

HELENA, Mont. (Reuter) - The Montana Senate, responding to a national outcry,
Thursday rescinded part of a bill that put people convicted of engaging in homosexual
sex in the same category as murderers and rapists.

The Republican-dominated state Senate voted 50-0 to amend the bill and remove the
clause' on homosexuals that had drawn national publicity and outrage from
homosexual and civil rights groups as well as many members of the public.

The state Senate earlier this week passed a bill that required people convicted of
violating a state law against homosexual sex to register with police along with
convicted rapists, child molesters and murderers.

But WAIT!!! Won't someone please say something!?!?

The Montana House had earlier passed a different version of the bill which did not
include homosexuals. One Republican state senator, AI Bishop, said during
Tuesday's debate that homosexual acts were" even worse than a violent sexual act."

As a contrite state Senate reversed itself Thursday, Bishop read out an apology on
the Senate floor, saying he regretted his earlier statement and did not mean what he
said. "We all know in the heat of debate that things are said without careful thought
as to precise meaning or implication," he said.

Sex between consenting adults of the same sex is a felony in Montana but no one has
ever been prosecuted under the law.

The state Senate's original action drew widespread protests Thursday.

"This is an irresponsible use of government power to dehumanize lesbian and gay
people and legalize discrimination and violence," said Elizabeth Birch, executive
director of the Washington, D.C.-based Human Rights Campaign Fund, America's
largest lesbian and gay political organization.

State government offices were bombarded with protest telephone calls. Rorie
Hanrahan, a spokeswoman for Republican Gov. Marc Racicot, said the governor's
office had received more than 100 telephone calls about the Senate's action, only two
of which were in favor.

The rest were people who were "angry and outraged," Hanrahan said. She said
many people calling a toll-free number for information on tourism in Montana
threatened to boycott travel to the state to protest the vote.

REUTER
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Sincere rrFtanf?§to a({ wlio made tlie 1feaEing tlie Hurt '95

Conference on Homophobia sucli a liuge success! Witli
attendees from over 9 aifferent states and 55 aifferent cities,
may tlie message tliat was heard' cliange tlie wor{cffor us all:

Untii a({ arefree ...None arefree.
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Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

Well, originally I had decided that this
newsletter would only be one page due to
the many many things going on at this
time. Best laid plans... Anyway, there
seems to be so much happening right

. now that affects our families, friends, and
ourselves the newsletter just kept
growing and growing.

The PFLAG FLYER is your newsletter,
and your contributions are VIT All As the
Pride Parade approaches, I would
especially like to get some thoughts on
parents' experiences in Parades. Please
take a few minutes and jot down your
experiences and thoughts about
participating in a Pride Parade. •

So ...as always, I can be reached at either
528-3684 by phone, 1903 Portsmouth #6,
Houston TX 77098 by mail, or
DougUp67@aol.com by email! The
deadline for the May newsletter is April
20.© •..••.

New PFLAG Houston P.O. Box
Please take note!!

Recently PFLAG Houston has acquired a
brand new P.O. Box and therefore a
brand new mailing address. This new
box is located downtown and will be
checked on a regular basis by PFLAG
Board Members. The new PFLAG
Houston mailing address is: PFLAG
Houston, P.O. Box 53796, Houston, TX
77052-3796. We keep the other box for
a while longer, but it will only be checked
on an occasional basis. So be sure to
send all your correspondance to us at the
new address!

[- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - --- - -' - -- --.--------------------------------------------------------~
Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG

P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 loco: chapters and contacts. OUf chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

1/ We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON. Your donation is tax deductible
Family/Couple: $40 _ P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
Individual: $25 _ 501 (c)(3) organization
Student/Limited Income:$10 _ (1.0. #76-0372-170)

II We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _ .
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Next Meeting May 7
Portrayals of Gays and
Lesbians in the Media

It sometimes seems as if all of the
stories about gays and lesbians in
the media are centered around
tragic or negative circumstances.
At this month's meeting, Joe
Ramunni, owner of Crossroads
Market (gay and lesbian
bookstore), will discuss this trend
along with other ways in which the
media portrays' gay and lesbian
related issues and stories.

PFLAG small group discussions,
luding a special group for first-
e visitors and groups geared

towards HIV+ as well as Spouse
Support, follow the program. These
sessions are the heart of P-FLAG,
with families sharing their journeys
and learning from each other. We
look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting! Come join us!

- 9-
Conference Reaches 580+
Healing the Hurt '95 Wrap-Up

On March 31 and April 1, over 580
individuals joined together at the
Sheraton Astrodome to hear messages
on a variety of topics related to the social
disease of homophobia. With keynotes
from David Mixner and Janie Spahr,
attendees were inspired and informed.

Here are just a few of the comments
made about the conference:

" really enjoyed all speakers-the panel
young adults from HATCH was super.

reat to get their insights as to how we
can make every effort to facilitate their
needs in school setting"

"One of most organized conferences I've
attended."

"My confidence has increased in my
ability to talk with students who are
questioning their sexuality." (From a

chool nurse)

ere are many other comments and
suggestions that have been turned over
to the Board so we can make any future
events even better! Thanks to all of you
for vour helo and suooort! It was each of

It is critically important that we now
initiate a letter writing program designed
to reach each of our state senators and /-----------------1

representatives. Handwritten letters to
each of your elected state
representatives. The letters can be
worded the same. Please consider
emphasizing the following points in your
letters:

The statute protects many groups
that have been the objects of hate-
based crimes. For exarnple, 60% of
the reported hate crimes were race-
based.

Hate crimes against gays and
lesbians has been steadily
increasing, from 11% in 1993 to 16%
in 1994.

Eight brutal gay murders were
documented in 1994. But it is only
the tip of the iceberg.

This is not a question of approving of
a person's lifestyle, we are simply
taking a stand against hate inspired
violence and standing up for the
basic American principle that we
don't murder people because of who
they are.

There is one more round of votes that

Call to Action: Hate Crimes
Bill Goes to House
S.B.141 Gains Texas

Senate Approval

On Tuesday, April 18, the Texas Senate
passed Senate Bill 141, a more stringent
hate crimes law that adds violent crimes
against individuals because of their
sexual orientation as a defined hate
crime. The bill is patterned after the
Wisconsin state statute which was
upheld by the US. Supreme Court.
Sponsored by Senator Rodney Ellis, S.B.
141 passed with a vote of 23-8 in favor of
the bill.

In the last legislative session, a bill
similar to 141 was also passed by the
Senate but after it arrived to the House,
the language protecting sexual
orientation hate crime victims was
removed. This could easily happen
again if we do not act now!!

-_ •• _ .•.. --_ •• - __ I.L..:_ &"":11 __ •• _,.. ._ U"'I.~_ "f

May 5 Ann Reed Concert, See
article on page 3

May 7 PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis 'Episcopal-
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

May 20 Libby Roderick
Concert, See article on
page 3

Jun.4 PFLAG Meeting: "A
Time of Affirmation and
Celebration"

Jun. 18-25
Jun. 18
Jun. 25

Pride Week Events
Spectrum '95
Pride Parade

Jun. 29 Bob Bernstein, PFLAG
National VP at
Crossroads Market

Jul. 2 PFLAG Meeting

New Alliance Fights Right
Interfaith Alliance Formed

WASHINGTON (Reuter) - Concerned
about the religious right's influence on
the new Republican-led Congress,
Catholic, Jewish and Protestant leaders
Thursday urged rejection of what they
called" extremist" politics.

"As religious leaders, we can no longer
allow these religious extremists with a
political agenda to push that agenda in
God's name," said Interfaith Alliance
chairman Rev. Herb Valentine, formerly
the highest elected official of the U.S.
Presbyterian Church.

When Congress returns from its spring
recess, conservative groups am
expected to intensfy their push for
passage of their social and political
agenda. In anticipation of this, the
Interfaith Alliance, which said it
represents mainstream religious
denominations, said it will seek to
arouse its congregations to make their
political views known. The group
criticized the House for its passage of
cuts in welfare programs and tax cuts for



- -I-t- is critically important- that we now
initiate a letter writing program designed
to reach each of our state senators and .-----------------1
representatives. Handwritten letters to
each of your elected state
representatives. The letters can be
worded the same. Please consider
emphasizing the following points in your
letters:

Next Meeting May 7
Portrayals of Gays and
Lesbians in the Media

It sometimes seems as if all of the
stories about gays and lesbians in
the media are centered around
tragic or negative circumstances.
At this month's meeting, Joe
Ramunni, owner of Crossroads
Market (gay and lesbian
bookstore), will discuss this trend
along with other ways in which the
media portrays gay and lesbian
related issues and stories.

PFlAG small group discussions,
luding a special group for first-
e visitors and groups geared

towards HIV+ as well as Spouse
Support, follow the program. These
sessions are the heart of P-FlAG,
with families sharing their journeys
and learning from each other. We
look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting! Come join us!

-- 9-
Conference Reaches 580+
Healing the Hurt '95 Wrap-Up

On March 31 and April 1, over 580
individuals joined together at the
Sheraton Astrodome to hear messages
on a variety of topics related to the social
disease of homophobia. With keynotes
from David Mixner and Janie Spahr,
attendees were inspired and informed.

Here are just a few of the comments
made about the conference:

" really enjoyed all speakers-the panel
young adults from HATCH was super.

reat to get their insights as to how we
can make every effort to facilitate their
needs in school setting"

"One of most organized conferences I've
attended."

"My confidence has increased in my
ability to talk with students who are
questioning their sexuality." (From a
chool nurse)

ere are many other comments and
suggestions that have been turned over
to the Board so we can make any future
events even better! Thanks to all of you
for your help and support! It was each of
your efforts that made it possible!

Hatred Thrives
Where Love
is Silent

Call to Action: Hate Crimes
Bill Goes to House
S.B. 141 Gains Texas

Senate Approval

On Tuesday, April 18, the Texas Senate
passed Senate Bill 141, a more stringent
hate crimes law that adds violent crimes
against individuals because of their
sexual orientation as a defined hate
crime. The bill is patterned after the
Wisconsin state statute which was
upheld by the US. Supreme Court.
Sponsored by Senator Rodney Ellis, S.B.
141 passed with a vote of 23-8 in favor of
the bill.

In the last legislative session, a bill
similar to 141 was also passed by the
Senate but after it arrived to the House,
the language protecting sexual
orientation hate crime victims was
removed. This could easily happen
again if we do not act now!!

The statute protects many groups
that have been the objects of hate-
based crimes. For exarnple, 60% of
the reported hate crimes were race-
based.

Hate crimes against gays and
lesbians has been steadily
increasing, from 11% in 1993 to 16%
in 1994.

Eight brutal gay murders were
documented in 1994. But it is only
the tip of the iceberg.

This is not a question of approving of
a person's lifestyle, we are simply
taking a stand against hate inspired
violence and standing up for the
basic American principle that we
don't murder people because of who
they are.

There is one more round of votes that
must occur as this bill moves to House of
Representatives. Therefore, now is the
time to write your State officials and urge
them to vote for Senate Bill 141. You can
write all State Representatives at P.O
Box 2910, Austin, Texas 78768.lf you
don't know who your State
Representative is, call your County Clerk
or lGRl at (512)474-5475.

Upcoming Events
May 5 Ann Reed Concert, See

article on page 3

May 7 PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. -Franci~-Episcopat"
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

May 20 Libby Roderick
Concert, See article on
page 3

Jun.4 PFLAG Meeting: "A
Time of Affirmation and
Celebration"

Jun. 18-25 pride Week Events
Jun. 18 Spectrum '95
Jun. 25 Pride Parade

Jun. 29 Bob Bernstein, PFLAG
National VP at
Crossroads Market

Jul. 2 PFLAG Meeting

New Alliance Fights Right
Interfaith Alliance Formed

WASHINGTON (Reuter) - Concerned
about the religious right's influence on
the new Republican-led Congress,
Catholic, Jewish and Protestant leaders
Thursday urged rejection of what they
catled " extremist" politics.

""As religious leaders, we can no longer
allow these religious extremists with a
political agenda to push that agenda in
God's name," said Interfaith Alliance
chairman Rev. Herb Valentine, formerly
the highest elected official of the U.S.
Presbyterian Church.

When Congress returns from its spring
recess, conservative groups are
expected to intensfy their push for
passage of their social and political
agenda. In anticipation of this, the
Interfaith Alliance, which said it
represents mainstream religious
denominations, said it will seek to
arouse its congregations to make their
political views known. The group
criticized the House for its passage of
cuts in welfare programs and tax cuts for
the wealthy as part of the Republican
Contract with America.

"Reflectinq on the first hundred days,
there was very little of the Jewish and
Christian values of brotherly love,"
Valentine said at a news conference.

REUTER



As I'm sure most of the community is
aware by now, lesbian mother Sharon
Bottoms lost custody of her 3 year old
son, Tyler, to her mother Kay in the
Virginia Supreme Court on Friday, April
21, 1995. The decision was based in
large part on Sharon's being a lesbian
and cohabitating with her female spouse,
April Wade. Other contributing factors
mentioned in the majority opinion
included Sharon's economic instabililty
and lack of education, as well as the
supposition that Tyler would suffer from
an intolerable burden of soc.·-
condemnation based on his mothe
lesbian relationship. The Court failed to
consider any of the evidence presented
on Sharon's behalf, including the long-
term sexual abuse she suffered at the
hands of Kay's live-in boyfriend and a
substantial body of expert social science
testimony regarding the fitness of lesbian
and gay families for parenting.

The gay and lesbian community of
Richmond is devastated by this turn of

••• .,.,., •• ., • .,.,.,.,.,.,.,., • .,.,.,.,.,., • ., • .,.,. events, and we would like to ask for your
., A PFLAGMOM ., help in responding to this outrage against
., GAYPRIDEPARADE • the parents among us. Sharon's lawyers
., SANDIEGO ., plan to present a petition for are-hearing
., 7/18/92 ., to the Court within 30 days; if 1 of the 4
., THEREWEREHUNDREDSANDHUNDREDSANDHUNDREDSOFTHEM • justices in the majority agrees that a
., ANDONLYA HANDFULOFUS • mistake may have been made, a new
., THEYSCREAMEDANDTHEYSHRIEKED ., hearing will be scheduled. In support of
• ANDTHEYCHEEREDASWE PASSED ., the petition, the Gay and Lesbian
• YELLING ., Alliance Against Defamation of
., THANKYOU,IT'S GREATTHATYOUCARE! • Richmond is collecting letters to the
., LOUDESTOFALL •

ANDCLEARESTOFALL justices about the decision, to be
• WERETHESCREAMSTHATEMERGEDFROMTHEEYES ., delivered en masse on Friday, May 19.
; OFTHEHUNDREDSANDHUNDREDSANDHUNDREDSOFTHEM ; If you would like to write a letter ab.
• WHOWATCHEDAS WEMARCHEDDOWNTHESTREET ., this horrifying decision, please use the
• I CARRIEDA SIGNTHATSTATEDMOSTCLEAR • salutation "To the Justices of the
., MYLOVEFORMYSONWHOISGAY ., Supreme Court of Virginia," and send it
., SHESTAREDAT MYSIGN • to:
• PIERC!NGMYHEAR.:rWITHHER-RAIN- •
., I LEFTTHEPARADEANDMOVEDTO HERSIDE .,
., I HELDHERINBOTHMYARMS •

HERSOBSWEREINTENSE
• AND I TIGHTENEDMYGRIP •
; AS SHEWHISPEREDHERSECRETTO ME ;
_ "MYMOMHASDISOWNEDME •
"'f' SINCESHEFOUNDOUT
~ SHESAYSI'MNOTRIGHTINTHEHEAD ~
"'f' SHESAYSTHATI'MWEIRD "'f'
• THATI'MONETO BEFEARED .,
• TIIAT II\/~ ""IIC"~n ur-n TI"\ ~11~~~n ~III"U nl\l~1 9

~ I

IRe cy c Iabl'-J'Je'-./'J(~)~R~e~p~ri/'Vn,,/t'v"'--~
"Why Should I Keep Going to the Monthly Meetings?"

"I'm Doing Just Fine"

Exactly one day after my daughter made the oblique announcement to me that
seemed to be saying she was a lesbian, I looked up "gay" in the phone book, found
PFLAG, and called. The following week I was at my first meeting and knew I had to
join.

At that meeting, I related some of that important conversation my daughter and I had
had. I told about my worry that I had let her down in my response, and my fear that
her life from here on would be erratic, rootless, and difficult.

The other parents, without any attempt to sound like psychologists, enlightened and
encouraged me. They relieved my guilt. And most important, the lesbians and gays
told me, in open discussion and one-to-one during the break, that many of their
experiences paralleled my daughter's: going through career and social upsets while
"coming out" to themselves. And they reassured my that I had not let her down.

I was given several helpful pamphlets, but I knew they were not to substitute for the
human contact I was to have. They were to help me frame further questions and
reinforce alii was learning.

But gratitude for the help I received more than five years ago-and the wish to help
other parents as I was helped-is only one reason I keep coming to meetings.
Another big reason is that my lesbian daughter and I live many miles apart. The gays
and lesbians who come to PFLAG, whom I've come to know and consider friends,
provide me with continuing insight that helps me understand my daughter though I
can't be with her very much.

Some of my daughter's lesbian friends tell me their parents refused to have anything
to do with them after they "came out." If any of the gay men and lesbians who come
to our meetings are in that position, perhaps I fill a need for them.

I wish parents who need our meetings and haven't admitted it to themselves would
give it a try. I wish I could tell them how un-awkward and immediately comfortable
they would feel. I'd like to give them my personal welcome.

Reprinted from New York PFLAG

PFLAG
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VV Page 2
Call to Action

On Behalf of Sharon Bottoms

We received the following letter via the
InterNet:

GLAAD/Richmond
2333 Krouse Street
Richmond, VA 23234
(804)233-8801

EMAIL: Erato42559@aol.com
GLAADRCHMD@aol.com.

Thank you in advance for all your
support!!
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her life from here on would be erratic, rootless, and difficult.

The other parents, without any attempt to sound like psychologists, enlightened and
encouraged me. They relieved my guilt. And most important, the lesbians and gays
told me, in open discussion and one-to-one during the break, that many of their
experiences paralleled my daughter's: going through career and social upsets while
"coming out" to themselves. And they reassured my that I had not let her down.

I was given several helpful pamphlets, but I knew they were not to substitute for the
human contact I was to have. They were to help me frame further questions and
reinforce alii was learning.

But gratitude for the help I received more than five years ago-and the wish to help
other parents as I was helped-is only one reason I keep coming to meetings.
Another big reason is that my lesbian daughter and I live many miles apart. The gays
and lesbians who come to PFLAG, whom I've come to know and consider friends,
provide me with continuing insight that helps me understand my daughter though I
can't be with her very much.

Some of my daughter's lesbian friends tell me their parents refused to have anything
to do with them after they "came out." If any of the gay men and lesbianswho come
to our meetings are in that position, perhaps I fill a need for them.

I wish parents who need our meetings and haven't admitted it to themselves would
give it a try. I wish I could tell them how un-awkward and immediately comfortable
they would feel. I'd like to give them my personal welcome.

Reprinted from New York PFLAG•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
• A PFLAG MOM •
• GAY PRIDE PARADE •
• SAN DIEGO •

• m~ "• THERE WERE HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF THEM •
" AND ONLY A HANDFUL OF US •
" THEY SCREAMED AND THEY SHRIEKED •
" AND THEY CHEERED AS WE PASSED •
" YELLING •
• THANK YOU, IT'S GREAT THAT YOU CARE! •
" LOUDEST OF ALL "
• AND CLEAREST OF ALL •
" WERE THE SCREAMS THAT EMERGED FROM THE EYES •
• OF THE HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF THEM •
" WHO WATCHED AS WE MARCHED DOWN THE STREET •
" I CARRIED A SIGN THAT STATED MOST CLEAR "
• MY LOVE FOR MY SON WHO IS GAY "
• SHE STARED AT MY SIGN •
" PIERC!NG MV HEAR.:J"WITH HER RAIN - "
• I LEFT THE PARADE AND MOVED TO HER SIDE "
" I HELD HER IN BOTH MY ARMS "

HER SOBS WERE INTENSE
• AND I TIGHTENED MY GRIP •
; AS SHE WHISPERED HER SECRET TO ME ;
_ "MY MOM HAS DISOWNED ME •
'11!7 SINCE SHE FOUND OUT
~ SHE SAYS I'M NOT RIGHT IN THE HEAD ~
'11!7 SHE SAYS THAT I'M WEIRD '11!7

• THAT I'M ONE TO BE FEARED •
• THAT I'VE CAUSED HER TO SUFFER SUCH PAIN •
• DO YOU THINK THAT YOU COULD "
• DO YOU THINK THAT YOU MIGHT •
" JUST BE MY MOM FOR TODAY?" •
• THERE WERE HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF THEM •
" LOOKING FOR PARENTS THEY'D LOST •
" THERE WERE HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF THEM "
" BUT ONLY A HANDFUL OF US •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

As I'm sure most of the community is
aware by now, lesbian mother Sharon
Bottoms lost custody of her 3 year old
son, Tyler, to her mother Kay in the
Virginia Supreme Court on Friday, April
21, 1995. The decision was based in
large part on Sharon's being a lesbian
and cohabitating with her female spouse,
April Wade. Other contributing factors
mentioned in the majority opinion
included Sharon's economic instabililty
and lack of education, as well as the
supposition that Tyler would suffer from
an intolerable burden of soci···
condemnation based on his mothe
lesbian relationship. The Court failed to
consider any of the evidence presented
on Sharon's behalf, including the long-
term sexual abuse she suffered at the
hands of Kay's live-in boyfriend and a
substantial body of expert social science
testimony regarding the fitness of lesbian
and gay families for parenting.

The gay and lesbian community of
Richmond is devastated by this turn of
events, and we would like to ask for your
help in responding to this outrage against
the parents among us. Sharon's lawyers
plan to present a petition for are-hearing
to the Court within 30 days; if 1 of the 4
justices in the majority agrees that a
mistake may have been made, a new
hearing will be scheduled. In support of
the petition, the Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation of
Richmond is collecting letters to the
justices about the decision, to be
delivered en masse on Friday, May 19.

If you would like to write a letter ab.
this horrifying decision, please use the
salutation "To the Justices of the
Supreme Court of Virginia," and send it
to:

GLAAD/Richmond
2333 Krouse Street
Richmond, VA 23234
(804)233-8801

EMAIL: Erato42559@aol.com
GLAADRCHMD@aol.com.

Thank you in advance for all your
support!!

Kelly McHugh
GLAAD/Richmond OUTpost
Coordinator

You Make
The Difference
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SEEFUN THEATREAND RAISEMONEY FOR PFLAG!

Thanks to the Alley Theater
The Alley Theatre has supplied PFLAG with passes to their Summer Chills series.
These passes are for either of two plays:

Agatha Christie's THE MOUSETRAP is another classic by the undisputed mistress
of the genre. A group of strangers is trapped in a boarding house during a snow
storm-and a murderer is among them. Is it the newlyweds whose rampant
suspicions nearly wreck their marriage, or the spinster with the curious background?
Perhaps it is the architect, the retired Army major, or the odd little man who claims his
car overturned in a now drift. The strange and mysterious cast of characters is
eliminated one by one-but who dunnit? Christie's play is also the longest running
show in theatre history-still continuing to this day since its premiere in London in
1952. This play runs at the Alley from July 7th through July 16th.

Generously tempered with theatre magic, Paul Rudnick's I HATE HAMLET is a
hilarious send-up of show business. A jaded soap opera star rents John Barrymore's
apartment while he is in New York to play Hamlet, but it is not until the ghost of
Barrymore appears' that the young actor beings to see how much he has to learn
about his craft. The rakish Barrymore and the thoroughly modern television star are
riotously funny as teacher and student in this comedy which premiered on Broadway

•
. j991. Rudnick is also the author of JEFFREY and the film ADDAMS FAMILY

UES. This play runs at the Alley from July 21 through August 6.

PFLAG is selling these special passes at $10.00 for two people for one performance
of either play. Tickets would normally be $30.00 for two people. These passes are
valid for only Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday matinee or Sunday evening
performances. They may be redeemed two weeks before the performance of your
choice. These passes are for B seats only and are subject to availability. All
proceeds from the sale of these passes will go to PFLAG.

If you would like to order a set of these passes, please call Tim Curfman at 552-9014.
There are a limited number of passes left, so HURRY!

GROUP TO SEEANGELS IN AMERICA
Limited Tickets Available

A group of PFLAG members is going to see ANGELS IN AMERICA at the Alley
Theatre. They will see Part 1: Millennium Approaches on Tuesday, June the 13th,
and Part 2: Perestroika on Thursday, June the 15th. The Alley is providing a group
discount of $25.00 a person for each night. Each performance starts at 7:30 and lasts
approximately 3 hours.

ANGELS IN AMERICA has received virtually every theatre accolade available
including the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and the 1993 and 1994 Tony Awards for
Best Play. It mixes together both the metaphysical and the mundane to tell the story
of Roy H. Cohn, a gay politician who was involved in the McCarthy Hearings of the
50s. It touches on national themes as well as one man's struggle to come to grips

•
h his own sexuality. If you would be interested in joining the group, please call Tim

rfman at 552-9014. Payments for the tickets need to be in to Tim by the 2nd week
in May.

You r Fir stD. 0 0 r
Each time you walk through a door at PFLAG, it gets easier.
The first door, you see you're not alone.

And before you know it, you walk through another door.

Behind this door, through tears and laughter, you learn to accept.

Then another door: to be able to show love and pride

NEW PFLAG Book Released!!
Nat'l VP Bob Bernstein

PFLAG National VP and journalist Bob
Bernstein has just released a new book,
Straight Parents. Gay Children. Bob has
lived the PFLAG experience with his
lesbian daughter. Although the book was
not widely available at press time, a pre-
release copy appeared to be one of the
best books written for parents, family
members and friends .

Bob is scheduled to be in Houston on
June 29 at Crossroads Market for a book
signing. Look for more information on
this event in next month's newsletter.
Look for the book at your local bookstore
today!4.o.o.o~II.o~~.o~

" Special Concerts in May 13
~ Family Entertainment for All 4
IThis month, a local Houston t
.,., church will be welcoming two.,.,11popular acoustic/folk singers in ~
~ concert. I;
-"'Fri. May 5: Ann Reed In-",
~ Concert. Ann is an accoustic ~
f!fitII musician who has been Wtf'
tOrecognized as Artist of the Year in.o
",Minnesota. She'll be here in J!!It
•• Houston celebrating the release Of"~

f!:tII her tenth album, and her motherf!:tll
"'and brother are planning to belJ
J!!Itthere. She has a low, ri~h voice,.o
Wtf' plays great 12-stnng quitar, and e- •

lJ tells very funny stories between '"Dsogs, including some about being lJ
lJa lesbian. The concert will be at lJ
-"" 8:00pm at the Emerson Unitarian ',.
.., Church, 1900 Bering Dr. Tickets.,.,
-"($12.50 advance/$15 door) atD
•••• Inklings Bookshop, 1846 ••••

f!:tII Richmond Ave, 521-3369 f!:tII

isat. May20: Libby Roderick Ini
W Concert. Libby is a f!fitIIlJ singer/songwriter from Anchorage, lJ
lJAlaska, who is sort of a Joan Baez lJ
.••• of the 90's. She sings about love, ",.
.,. separation, the environment, fhII
",women's empowerment, truth, and R
..., inclusion Libbv sinas simnle. ...,
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11 Special Concerts in May 4I; Family Entertainment for All ~

i This month, a local Houstoni.
.,., church will be welcoming two ~
IJpopular acoustic/folk singers inIl
~concert. ~

~Fri. May 5: Ann Reed In~
-Ii.Concert. Ann is an accoustic,.
f!!ifI musician who has been f!tI
IJrecognized as Artist of the Year in IJ
IJMinnesota. She'll be here inIJ
.., Houston celebrating the release of ••

f!!ifI her tenth album, and her mother~
lJand brother are planning to belJ
lJthere. She has a low, rich voice, IJ
~ . plays great 12-string guitar, and -lJ tells very funny stories between lJ

~ sogs, including some about beingIJ
JIIIa lesbian. The concert will be at JIll

~ 8:00pm at the Emerson Unitarian~
..,Church, 1900 Bering Dr. Tickets~
/J($12.50 advance/$15 door) atQ
,..Inklings Bookshop, 1846 JIll

N Richmond Ave, 521-3369 N
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~ Concert. Libby IS aNIJ singer/songwriter from Anchorage, D!
~Alaska, who is sort of a Joan Baez lJ
..., of the 90's. She sings about love, -,.
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lJwomen's empowerment, truth, andIJ
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The Alley Theatre has supplied PFLAG with passes to their summer emus senes.
These passes are for either of two plays:

Agatha Christie's THE MOUSETRAP is another classic by the undisputed mistress
of the genre. A group of strangers is trapped in a boarding house during a snow
storm-and a murderer is among them. Is it the newlyweds whose rampant
suspicions nearly wreck their marriage, or the spinster with the curious background?
Perhaps it is the architect, the retired Army major, or the odd little man who claims his
car overturned in a now drift. The strange and mysterious cast of characters is
eliminated one by one-but who dunnit? Christie's play is also the longest running
show in theatre history-still continuing to this day since its premiere in London in
1952. This play runs at the Alley from July 7th through July 16th.

Generously tempered with theatre magic, Paul Rudnick's I HATE HAMLET is a
hilarious send-up of show business. A jaded soap opera star rents John Barrymore's
apartment while he is in New York to play Hamlet, but it is not until the ghost of
Barrymore appears that the young actor beings to see how much he has to learn
about his craft. The rakish Barrymore and the thoroughly modern television star are
riotously funny as teacher and student in this comedy which premiered on Broadway

•
. j991. Rudnick is also the author of JEFFREY and the film ADDAMS FAMILY

UES. This play runs at the Alley from July 21 through August 6.

PFLAG is selling these special passes at $10.00 for two people for one performance
of either play. Tickets would normally be $30.00 for two people. These passes are
valid for only Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday matinee or Sunday evening
performances. They may be redeemed two weeks before the performance of your
choice. These passes are for B seats only and are subject to availability. All
proceeds from the sale of these passes will go to PFLAG.

If you would like to order a set of these passes, please call Tim Curfman at 552-9014.
There are a limited number of passes left, so HURRY!

GROUP TO SEEANGELS IN AMERICA
Limited Tickets Available

A group of PFLAG members is going to see ANGELS IN AMERICA at the Alley
Theatre. They will see Part 1: Millennium Approaches on Tuesday, June the 13th,
and Part 2: Perestroika on Thursday, June the 15th. The Alley is providing a group
discount of $25.00 a person for each night. Each performance starts at 7:30 and lasts
approximately 3 hours.

ANGELS IN AMERICA has received virtually every theatre accolade available
including the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and the 1993 and 1994 Tony Awards for
Best Play. It mixes together both the metaphysical and the mundane to tell the story
of Roy H. Cohn, a gay politician who was involved in the McCarthy Hearings of the
50s. It touches on national themes as well as one man's struggle to come to grips

•
h his own sexuality. If you would be interested in joining the group, please call Tim

rfman at 552-9014. Payments for the tickets need to be in to Tim by the 2nd week
in May.

Your First D.oor
Each time you walk through a door at PFLAG,it gets easier.
The first door, you see you're not alone.

And before you know it, you walk through another door.

Behind this door, through tears and laughter, you learn to accept.

Then another door: to be able to show love and pride

Another door: to reach out to others, to help them grow.

But, "don't lose sight" of your first door,

To be able to show warmth, compassion, love, support

You must remember your "first door" to relate to others.

NEW PFLAG Book Released!!
Nat'l VP Bob Bernstein

PFLAG National VP and journalist Bob
Bernstein has just released a new book,
Straight Parents, Gay Children. Bob has
lived the PFLAG experience with his
lesbian daughter. Although the book was
not widely available at press time, a pre-
release copy appeared to be one of the
best books written for parents, family
members and friends.

Bob is scheduled to be in Houston on
June 29 at Crossroads Market for a book
signing. Look for more information on
this event in next month's newsletter.
Look for the book at your local bookstore
today!
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Dear PFLAG Family,

Many of you know by now that I have been fired by my employer because he
discovered that I am gay. My work was commendable, my clients were pleased, my
supervisor was homophobic.

I make this even more pulic because I want to share my outrage and encourage you
to take the crucial steps of contacting your state lawmakers to let them know that this
kind of discrimination must end! The vote on ENDA (Employment Non-Discrimination
Act) is coming up very soon, so please call your US lawmakers today!! Diane Hardy-
Garcia has asked me to testify in Austin on job discrimination.

I will be pursuing a job working with gay-related issues, so call me if you learn of
something. I want to say too how deeply moved I am by the loving hugs, phone calls
and cards you have sent my way. You cannot imagine how comforting it is at this time
to feel such warm support and love. Thank you for caring.

Much love,

Dean Luttrell

A Very Big Thank You PFLAG
My experiences as a gay male have been fairly positive. By and large, my parents,
families and friends have been accepting and supportive of me. I am very fortunate.
Having attended two PFLAG conferences I am beginning to see why.

First, I am indebted to all of those brave lesbians and gays ...born before me who have
taken more of the brunt of society's intolerance than I will ever know. I only realized
this at the recent PFLAG conference. In workshops from "gay history" to "oppression
and homophobia" it dawned on me that many people have suffered extreme social
and economic hardships in order to defend and be true to who they really are. To all
those who have suffered to defend what is right, I commend you. You have not only
been working for yourselves or your communities, you have been working for my
generation and all the generations that will follow. Like many others, I will not forget
as I try to build on the foundations that you have laid.

Second, I am indebted to those organizations such as PFLAG. Each and every
member of PFLAG has also played a crucial part in my well-being. Whether you are
extremely active or nominally active, you are active and I commend you. Whether it
is attending conferences and marches, or communications with colleagues and
friends in support of lesbians and gays ...you are contributing to the enrichment of lives
like mine and to the betterment of families and society as a whole. You are not just
helping yourselves, your families and your friends. By helping them, you are helping
a network of others to understand what is just. Actions and words travel, and with
them homophobia can only wane each day.

As a gay man, my well-being is a product of all of your good work and I cannot thank
you all enough. One of PFLAG's slogans is "Healing the Hurt." Do not give up. I am
living proof among many that it is working.

Eternally grateful to all those who have helped this far, and in anticipation of better
things to come.

Anonymous PFLAG Supporter, Houston
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Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

I'm not sure, but I think that loud sigh of
relief that you are hearing is the Healing
the Hurt Planning Committee relaxing
after one of the most successful PFLAG
events ever. Congratulations and much
thanks to you all! But now where do we
go from here. We have been
encouraged, inspired, and educated. Our
minds and hearts expanded, we must
now take the next step.

Whether it is support, education or
advocacy, now is the time for us to take
the next steps through the next door. For
some of us, your door may be
remembering your "first door." (See page
3) For others it will be talking to someona
close to you about what you learned froW
the conference. Take a few minutes this
month and ask yourself what your next
door is. Now plan to walk through it.

This month, I have received several
letters from our members. I would love to
make the Family Letters section a regular
occurrance in our newsletter, but I would
need your letters. If you have something
you want to share with our PFLAG family,
simply mail it to me at the address below.

As the Pride Parade approaches, I would
especially like to get some thoughts on
parents' experiences in Parades. So take
a few minutes and jot down your
experiences and thoughts about
participating in a Pride Parade.

SO...as always, I can be reached at either
528-3684 by phone, 1903 Portsmouth #$,
Houston TX 77098 by mail, or
DougUp67@aol.com by email! The
deadline for the June newsletter is May
18.© •..••

[------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG

P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 local chapters and contacts. Our chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

I / We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON. Your donation is tax deductible
Family/Couple: $40 __ P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
Individual: $25 __ 501 (c)(3) organization
Student/Limited Income:$10 _ (1.0. #76-0372-170)

I / We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _ .
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ow isTHE critical time for each of us to contact our state representofive regarding the Hate Crimes

Bill. We're 3/4s of the way there: It has passed the Senate Committee
the Senate
the House Committee

Now It goes -to the House, probably no earlier than May 18.

Based on the number of representatives who have already indicated that they will vote \\YES," passage is
within sight, according to Dianne Hardy-Garcia, executive director of lGRl (lesbian Gay Rights lobby
of Texas). BUT, it's going to take every single vote we can get--which means that each of us has an
important part to play.

Speaking of what we can--and have made happen:
Many of you responded to our emergency request to call Rep. Joe Pickett, D., EIPaso, this pest

weekend, urging him to change his NO vote in the House Committee to YES. Pickett did indeed hear
our call, and he changed hisvote, freeing the billup to go to the full House. Dianne suggests that we call
and thank him. 512-463-0596

, -The most critical call that you can mak.e, however, is to your own state representative,
urging him or her to vote FOR the Hate Crimes Bill, SB 141.

If your representative is Jessica Farrar, thank her for voting YES in House Committee.
(FYI,Jessica was the one legislator who attended a portion of Healing the Hurt '95,)

Ifyou don't know who your state representative is, call
Irv Smith-----437-6755; Gail Rickey--440-0353; league of Women Voters--784-2923

Dianne recommends calling your representative not just once, but every other day or so.
However many times you're willing to call, I urge you to make at least ONE call.

Incidentally, Dianne asked me to inform you that IFyou hear that sexual orientation gets stripped from
the bill in the House, don't think all is lost. The billwill then go to Conference Committee, and Senator
Ellis,the sponsor of the bill, is committed to not removing sexual orientation.

Bear in mind that the clock is ticking on this. The legislative session ends at midnight on May 29, and
A:Joesn't reconvene until January 1997. We're so close, due to the efforts of many many people who
~ave been hard at work for a long time. Let's mak.e It happen.

Gail Rickey
lGRl Board Member
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PFLAG Meeting
." 2:00 PM-4:30 PM

~t. Francis Epi~c()pal
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345 N. Piney Point Rd.
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Howdy fellow PFLAGgers! It's that time
of year again, time to start planning for
this year's Pride Parade. Last year,
nearly 80 people participated in the Who will be our speakers?
march down lower Westheimer. This
year's parade is on June 25th at 2:00pm.
Make your plans now to join us in
marching, chanting, and laughing our
way down the route on that Sunday.
Music, balloons, and special t-shirts are

some of the things we are planning
e go "From Silence to Celebration!"

As anyone who has participated in the
march can tell you, being there with your
PFLAG friends and family can be a
moving experience. So, if you have
UVIIt: this before, pian on joining us I
again, and if you have never celebrated
with us before; constd=r t?~ing that
STEP! If you are interested in c:ttending .Brinq your family, friends, and
you can either sign up at the main, neighbors with you. Good feelings and
meeting on June 4th or give me a call at good news needs to be shared with all.
529-5066 so that arrangements can be We cannot afford to keep things to
made. ourselves. This is your opportunity to
In addition to the parade, PFLAG will be speak in a caring, supportive

environment. Who knows who youponsoring an event with MCCR at mioht tell next!
llJl"'\ •.•••~ I:~ ~ .••• "'" •..• __ & --

Next Meeting June 4
Resources for Lesbian and

Gay youth in Houston

When a teenager realizes that they
are gay or lesbian, it can etther be a
very difficult or very positive, The
resources available here in Houston
for gay and lesbian youth could
provide the very thing needed to
make it a positive experience. Join
us this month to hear more about the
different organizations and
resources in Houston to support gay
and lesbian youth.

PFLAG small group discussions,
'Dcluding a special group for first-

re visitors and groups geared
I wards HIV+ as well as Straight
Spouse Support, follow the program.
These sessions are the heart of P-
FLAG, with families sharing their
journeys and learning from each
other. We look forward to seeing
you at the next meeting! Come join
us!

1995 Pride Week
by Phillip Winston

A Call for Affirmation ...
Do you need it or can you give

it?

T Are you tired of the
stereotypes?

T Are you tired of hearing depressing
stories?

T Are you tired of reading about the
tragic lives of gay men and lesbian
women?

T Are you a new parent who
desperately needs to know that
there is good news?

T Have you recently come out and
feel alone and discouraged?

T Are you ever despondent by the
thought of how far we have to go?

T Have you lost hope?
T Do you ever wonder what is the

driving force that keeps families
and friends working so hard for
PFLAG?

If you answer yes to any of the above
questions, you need to be at the July
meeting. This meeting will be an
affirmation meeting. We all know
hundreds, of stories about how
homophobia hurts us all. Now is the
time to share positive, hopeful,
surprising, courageous and self-
affirming stories.

You willi This is your opportunity to
grab the microphone and share your
good news.

Are you in a long-term relationship?
Are you out and happy with you(work?
Have you recently told a friend or
family member and been pleasantly
surprised at their response? Have you
been a part of changing someone's
mind? Please think about the specific
incident you want to relate and be
prepared to deliver it with a bang.

·'JUri. 18-25
.i'.Jun~',18
\ Juri: 25

Pride Week Events
Spectrum '95
Pride Parade

Jun. 26 Deb Price, Syndicated
Columnist at
Crossroads Market
(See article on Pg. 3)

Jun;29 Bob Bernstein, PFLAG
National VP at
Crossroads Market
(See article on Pg. 3)

.'i PFLAG Meeting: "A.
Time of Affirmation
and Celebration"

GM Saturn Advertises in OUT
FirstU.S.Automaker to Advertise

in Gay/Lesbian Media

General Motors Corp. 's Saturn brand
has quietly gone where no other Detroit
automaker has dared to go - into the
pages of a gay magazine, A two-page
advertisement for Saturn appears in the
May issue of Out, a 120,OOO-circulation
magazine aimed at gay men and
lesbians.

The ad is identical to ads Saturn has
placed in other national publications, But
the fact that it appeared in Out makes it
special. It marks the first time that an
American carmaker has advertised in
the gay media,

Despite all the hubbub Saturn's ad
created, thp. corn!1:lny i.<: plpying d0VJ!'1it

"decision to plunge into the gay and
lesbian media. "We see it pretty

- ;:;;nljJiy,~ ~dici Saturn spokesman Greg
Martin. "As with any of the other variety
of media we advertise in, this was
another opportunity to reach a group
within our market - that is, people who
would probably purchase an import."

Take a minute to write to thank them for
their advertising.



Next Meeting June 4
Resources for Lesbian and

Gay Youth in Houston

When a teenager realizes that they
are gay or lesbian, it can either be a
very difficult or very positive. The
resources available here in Houston
for gay and lesbian youth could
provide the very thing needed to
make it a positive experience. Join
us this month to hear more about the
different organizations and
resources in Houston to support gay
and lesbian youth.

PFLAG small group discussions,
'!1cluding a special group for first-

ie visitors and groups geared
, wards HIV+ as well as Straight
Spouse Support, follow the program.
These sessions are the heart of P-
FLAG, with families sharing their
journeys and learning from each
other. We look forward to seeing
you at the next meeting! Come join
us!

§Je·SSSBSS

1995 Pride Week
by Phillip Winston

Howdy fellow PFLAGgers! It's that time
of year again, time to start planning for
this year's Pride Parade. Last year,
nearly 80 people participated in the
march down lower Westheimer. This
year's parade is on June 25th at 2:00pm.
Make your plans now to join us in
marching, chanting, and laughing our
way down the route on that Sunday.
Music, balloons, and special t-shirts are

y some of the things we are planning
e go "From Silence to Celebration!"

As anyone who has participated in the
march can tell you, being there with your
PFLAG friends and family can be a
moving experience. So, if you have
UVIIE: this before. pian on joining us
again, and if you have never celebrated
with us before, consid=r tClking that
STEP! If you are interested in c:ttending
you can either sign up at the main
meeting on June 4th or give me a call at
529-5066 so that arrangements can be
made.

In addition to the parade, PFLAG will be
ponsoring an event with MCCR at
Montrose Library, 4100 Montrose, on

Monday, June 19th at 6:30pm. Patrick
Vachon, who was a presenter at Healing
the Hurt 95, will present a free lecture on
the need for building positive
relationships in the gay and lesbian
community. Make plans now to attend
this exciting and free event! For more
info call me at 529-5066!

A Call for Affirmation ...
Do you need it or can you give

it?

.•. Are you tired of the myths and
stereotypes?

.•. Are you tired of hearing depressing
stories?

.•. Are you tired of reading about the
tragic lives of gay men and lesbian
women?

.•. Are you a new parent who
desperately needs to know that
there is good news?

.•. Have you recently come out and
feel alone and discouraged?

.•. Are you ever despondent by the
thought of how far we have to go?

.•. Have you lost hope?

.•. Do you ever wonder what is the
driving force that keeps families
and friends working so hard for
PFLAG?

If you answer yes to any of the above
questions, you need to be at the July
meeting. This meeting will be an
affirmation meeting. We all know
hundreds of stories about how
homophobia hurts us all. Now is the
time to share positive, hopeful,
surprising, courageous and self-
affirming stories.

Who will be our speakers?

You will! This is your opportunity to
grab the microphone and share your
good news.

Are you in a long-term relationship?
Are you out and happy with yourwork?
Have you recently told a friend or
family member and been pleasantly
surprised at their response? Have you
been a part of changing someone's
mind? Please think about the specific
incident you want to relate and be
prepared to deliver it with a bang.

Bring your family, friends, and
neighbors with you. Good feelings and
good news needs to be shared with all.
'We cannot. afford to keep things to
ourselves. This is your opportunity to'
speak in a caring, supportive
environment. Who knows who you
might tell next!

Upcoming Events
PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal

. Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

Jun. 18-25
Jun. 18
Juri. 25

Pride Week Events
Spectrum '95
Pride Parade'

Jun. 26 Deb Price, Syndicated
Columnist at
Crossroads Market
(See article on Pg. 3)

Jun. 29 Bob Bernstein, PFLAG
National VP at
Crossroads Market
(See article on Pg. 3)

..,-Jul. 9 PFLAG Meeting: "A
Time of Affirmation
and Celebration" .

GM Saturn Advertises in OUT
FirstU.S.Automaker to Advertise

in Gay ILesbian Media

General Motors Corp.'s Saturn brand
has quietly gone where no other Detroit
automaker has dared to go - into the
pages of a gay magazine. A two-page
advertisement for Saturn appears in the
May issue of Out, a 120,OOO-circulation
magazine aimed at gay men and
lesbians.

The ad is identical to ads Saturn has
placed in other national publications. But
the fact that it appeared in Out makes it
special. It marks the first time that an
American carmaker has advertised in
the gay media.

Despite all the hubbub Saturn's ad
. created, ttlP CO!'Tl!1;:)ny i<:: pl;:!yin2 d0VJ!"'!it

I decision to plunge into the gay and
lesbian media. "We see it pretty
S;i"~!Y,~ ::'dici Saturn spokesman Greg
Martin. "As with any of the other variety
of media we advertise in, this was
another opportunity to reach a group
within our market - that is, people who
would probably purchase an import."

Take a minute to write to thank them for
their advertising.

Saturn Corp.
Customer Relations
Highway 1 South
100 Saturn Parkway
Spring Hill, Tennessee 37174

by Joann Muller. Detroit Free Press



The story of a Sticker and a Card
by Ann Chapman

On one of my many trips from Victoria to Houston, a car sped past me, the driver's
concentration obviously on the phone cradled on her shoulder. My eyes were
instantly drawn to a rainbow bumper sticker, a very unusual sight on this stretch of
road. I was certain the driver was too involved in her conversation to notice the
Celebrate Diversity rainbow on my bumper, but I was happy I had been lucky
enough to see a real Out Person in this place.

Halfway to Houston, I decided to stop for a soft drink. I noticed the car with the
rainbow sticker in the parking lot and I pulled in beside it. I reached into my purse to
get a PFLAG card but found only the one that says "Your business has just been
supported by the loving family of a gay/lesbian person." Not really appropriate. I
turned the card over. "We love our gay family members," it read. "The 25 million gay
men and lesbians in the U.S. have mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters,
grandmothers and grandfathers, uncles and aunts, totaling countless millions."

"Perfect," I thought, as I got out and secured it on her car window by the door handle.

As I prepared my soft drink inside the store, I glanced out the window and saw a
woman 'approaching the car. She looked annoyed as she pulled the card from the
window. But as she read it, a slow smile spread across her face. She pressed the
card to her chest and looked curiously toward the store, still smiling. I was smiling
back at her, though I knew she couldn't see me. She got into her car and drove off,
leaving me with a lovely memory. I believe she has one too. ;

Editor's Note: Ann is such an inspiration to me and many others. A long-time
member of PFLAG, she drives from Victoria to Houston for many monthly meetings
and planning committee meetings. Her heart and commitment are clear in this
article from her.

Gay-Basher must pay for crime
Civil Damages Awarded in Broussardcase

A jury returned a verdict 01 $Hi.5 milllon in civii damages on May iB, against one at
10 Woodlands-area youths involved in the 1991 "gay bashlnq" killing of Houston
banker Paul Broussard.

The lawsuit was filed on behalf of Nancy Rodriguez, Broussard's mother, by
attorney Larry Lee. It is doubtful that any of the damages will be collected. "It is not
really about the money-it is the message," Lee said. "This community is not going
to condone this type of vicious hate crime. Those who commit them will be pursued
in both criminal and civil courts:

Broussard lived only 8 hours after the beating and the jury thought it appropriate to
award Rodriguez $1 million an hour for the suffering. An additional $1.5 million was
awarded for her anguish and loss. Another $1 million was assessed for punitive
damages.

Reflections from the San Francisco Pride March
Reprinted from PFLAGpole

You are packed on Market Street ten
deep

two hundred thousand, the paper said
on curbs, trees, bike racks, balconies.
You go wild !,>p.p.in[' thp. Parents' harmer
cheer as Parents and Friends march by
What's it about, your applause that

ripples for miles7
Sue takes my hand, "Be my mom,

today," she says
, Gina dashes out, throws herself at me
A lanky man hands me a yellow rose
All I've done is love my son who loved

Pedro.

Your mom who says we love you but
don't bring your lover into our house
why must you flaunt it
don't hold hands in front of the

!1~!ghb0rs
we can't tell Grandma or Uncle jack
It's for your father who says no

- son OT mine can be queer
For the Dad you can't be honest with
talk bout work but not your beloved
For those who believe god
abhors your embrace.

Buttons on our chests declare
"We love our gay sons and lesbian

Vnll +hl"!l.ra h_lrli •.•_ ••,...••••_: ...1 "_: __ -"_ L __ ....I
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New Advocacy Column
by Gail Rickey

PFLAGers, you really came through in
responding to our call to action on the
Hate Crimes Bill. Not only did you
contact legislators yourselves, but you
enlisted the help of family and friends,
broadening the circle of people who are
committed to making the world a
healthier, safer place for gay and lesbian
people.

Each step along the. way we were
encouraged--and strengthened--bY•
sense of widening support. One of
crucial moments of the legislative
process was in the House Criminal
Jurisprudence Committee when there
was a move to remove "sexual
orientation" from the bill. (SB 141 called
for enhancing the penalty for crimes
based on bias or prejudice in regardS to
race, color, disability, religion, national
origin or ancestry, or sexual orientation.)

EverY day, whether we're working on a
legislative issue, or talking to a friend
about our work in PFLAG, we all have the
chance to open the door to others and
invite them to join the celebration of
diversity. Our work is not over, we have
only just begun. Texas legislators will not
easily forget about PFLAG and the many
people who called or wrote them.

The town of Billings, Montana, provides
an inspiring model. One evening in
December, 1993, a local hate crime
captured the attention of the entire town.
Someone--or ones--threw a brick through
the window of a Jewish family. Noti 0
was the family traumatized, but so
the Jewish community. "Take yo
menorahs out of your windows," advised
the police.

But one ,woman in town, Margie
McDclliald,said, "WaiL We're all part ol
the human family. Let's mLput menorahs
in our windows."

Within «ays, the community rallied to
Margie'S charge. Church congregations
helped spread the word. The Billings
newspaper even printed a cut-aut-size
menorah in the paper and encouraged
readers to put it in the windows.

The people of Billings declared, I
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concentration obviously on the phone cradled on her shoulder. My eyes were
instantly drawn to a rainbow bumper sticker, a very unusual sight on this stretch of
road. I was certain the driver was too involved in her conversation to notice the
Celebrate Diversity rainbow on my bumper, but I was happy I had been lucky
enough to see a real Out Person in this place.

Halfway to Houston, I decided to stop for a soft drink. I noticed the car with the
rainbow sticker in the parking lot and I pulled in beside it. I reached into my purse to
get a PFLAG card but found only the one that says "Your business has just been
supported by the loving family of a gay/lesbian person." Not really appropriate. I
turned t-he card over. "We love our gay family members," it read. "The 25 million gay
men and lesbians in the U.S. have mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters,
grandmothers and grandfathers, uncles and aunts, totaling countless millions."

"Perfect," I thought, as I got out and secured it on her car window by the door handle.

As I prepared my soft drink inside the store, I glanced out the window and saw a
woman approaching the car. She looked annoyed as she pulled the card from the
window. But as she read it, a slow smile spread across her face. She pressed the
card to her chest and looked curiously toward the store, still smiling. Iwas smiling
back at her, though I knew she couldn't see me. She got into her car and drove off,
leaving me with a lovely memory. I believe she has one too. .

Editor's Note: Ann is such an inspiration to me and many others. A long-time
member of PFLAG, she drives from Victoria to Houston for many monthly meetings
and planning committee meetings. Her heart and commitment are clear in this
article from her.

Gay-Basher must pay for crime
Civil Damages Awarded in Broussardcase

A jury returned a verdict 01$10.5 miliion in civil damages on May i8, against one or
10 Woodlands-area youths involved in the 1991 "gay bashing" killing of Houston
banker Paul Broussard.

The lawsuit was filed on behalf of Nancy Rodriguez, Broussard's mother, by
attorney Larry Lee. It is doubtful that any of the damages will be collected. ·It is not
really about the money-it is the message," Lee said. "This community is not going
to condone this type of vicious hate crime. Those who commit them will be pursued
in both criminal and civil courts:

Broussard lived only 8 hours after the beating and the jury thought it appropriate to
award Rodriguez $1million an hour for the suffering. An additional $1.5 million was
awarded for her anguish and loss. Another $1 million was assessed for punitive
damages.

Reflections from the San Francisco Pride March
Reprinted from PFLAGpole

You are packed on Market Street ten
deep

two hundred thousand, the paper said
on curbs, trees, bike racks, balconies.
You go wild sp.p.in[, thp. Parentc::' h8!lner
cheer as Parents and Friends march by
What's it about, your applause that

ripples for miles?
Sue takes my hand, "Be my mom

today,· she says
Gina dashes out, throws herself at me
A lanky man hands me a yellow rose .
All I've done is love my son who loved

Pedro.

Your mom who says we love you but
don't bring your lover into our house
why must you flaunt it
don't hold hands in front of the

neighbors
. we can't tell Grandma or Uncle jack

It's for your father who says no
- 80n OT mine can be queer

For the Dad you can't be honest with
talk bout work but not your beloved
For those who believe god
abhors your embrace.

Buttons on our chests declare
·We love our gay sons and lesbian

daughters."
Seeing them you cry
Yet we cry too
how long it took
before we delighted seeing you
hold your loved one's hand
a long journey for us as well
to reach this day. .~

You there holding your girl friend's hand
You there arm around your buddy
Our eyes meet, I smile, blow a kiss
Why do you cry?
Leaving the ranks, I run to you
hug fifty strangers.
You cling to me, your yearning palpable.
I know why we march and why you weep
It's for your mother in the closet

New Advocacy Column
by Gail Rickey

PFLAGers, you really came through in
responding to our call to action on the
Hate Crimes Bill. Not only did you
contact legislators yourselves, but you
enlisted the help of family and friends,
broadening the circle of people who are
committed to making the world a
healthier, safer place for gay and lesbian
people.

Each step along the. way we were
encouraged--and strengthened--by •
sense of widening support. One of
crucial moments of the leqislative
process was in the House Criminal
Jurisprudence Committee when there
was a move to remove "sexual
orlentatton" from the bill. (SB 141 called
for enhancing the penalty for crimes
based on bias or prejudice in regards to
race, color, disability, religion, national
origin or ancestry, or sexual orientation.)

Every day, whether we're working on a
. legislative issue, or talking to a friend
about our work in PFLAG, we all have the
chance to open the door to others and
invite them to join the celebration of
diversity. Our work Is not over, we have
only just begun. Texas legislators will not
easily forget about PFLAG and the many
people who called or wrote them.

The town of Billings, Montana, provides
. an inspiring model. One evening in

December, 1993, a local hate crime
captured the attention of the entire town.
Someone--or ones--threw a brick through
the window of a Jewish family. Noti 0
was the family traumatized, but so
the Jewish community. "Take yo
menorahs out of your windows,' advised
the police.

But one woman in town, Margie
McDoliald,said, "Wail. . We're all part or
the human family. Let's !!lLput menorahs
in our windows."

Within «ays, the community rallied to
Margie's charge. Church congregations
helped spread the word. The Billings
newspaper even printed a cut-cut-size
menorah in the paper and encouraged
readers to put it in the windows.

The people of Billings declared, la~
and clear, that theirs was not a tow~Y
"us" and "them," but a town that joined
together in mutual support. That's what
PFLAG works for, inviting not just parents
of gay children and their families, but all
of society to draw a circle so big that it
includes us all.
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PFLAGHouston Members laud "Straight Parents, Gay Children"
Author Bob Bernstein coming to Houston in June

Last month, we told you about the new book by PFLAG National VP and journalist
Bob Bernstein, Straight Parents, Gay Children. This book is the story of a father's
coming to terms with a daughter's homosexuality and discovering that his life was
not diminished, but enriched through the process. It is also the story of an
organization called PFLAG, which helped him achieve a fuller understanding and
appreciation of human and sexual diversity. His account includes sketches of many
courageous PFLAG members who have taken the lead in seeking social equality
and justice for: their gay loved ones. And it serves as a call to action to other families
to speak out on behalf of their gay kin.

Here's a quote from Straight Parents ..Gay Children:

"The possibility that one or more of their children might be gay is not
something within the faintest contemplation .of most
parents ...H6mosexuals, we've been conditioned to believe, are
weird perverts, long labeled as pathological by the medical
profession, sinful by the churches and criminal by the legal system.
Nevertheless, there is another face to this picture. And I can

•
personally testify that for parents of gay kids, that other face can be
as bright and joyful as the one painted by conventional wisdom is
bleak and frightening."

At our May meeting many of you took advantage of the opportunity to purchase the
book. Since then, many parents, family members, friends, gays and lesbians have
been talking about the impact this book has had. Not only is it easy to read, but it so
clearly encapsulates the PFLAG story. If you haven't gotten your copy' yet, they will
again be available at our June meeting for the cost of $10.

In conjunction with Crossroads .MarKet~, PFLAG Houston is sponsoring a
presentation, book signing and reception with author. Bob Bernstein at Bering
Memorial United Methodist Church. The event will be held on Thursday, June 29 at
7:00pm. Be sure to bring a friend with you to hear our national vice-president
discuss the PFLAG vision and his own personal story.

lesbian Journalist Releases New Book and Plans Houston Visit
And Say Hi to Joyce: America's FirstGay Column Comes Out

Not waiting for an invitation, Deb Price slips into millions of American homes where
an openly gay voice has never before been heard. She jolts readers from Detroit to
Palm Springs by arriving with their daily paper.

Since May 8, 1992, when the conservative Detroit News made history by launching
the first nationally syndicated gay column in mainstream newspapers, readers have
been appalled, delighted or simply astounded to discover an openly lesbian columnist
trying to strike up a conversation with them. Blending the best of Erma Bombeck,

•
istead Maupin and Anna Quindlen, Deb wonderfully humanizes gay issues for

ight readers and lets gay readers see an honest reflection of their own lives.

In And Say Hi to Joyce: America's First Gay Column Comes Out, Deb joins forces
with her partner of 10 years, Joyce Murdoch, to tell the touching tale of how the
column is changing lives by knocking down barriers that set people apart The
Coc~-\¥hose titte cernes from th.~'heart,,';v2rm!~g r.~r:.:ber of fottcn~ Deb receives ~~Gt
end, "And say hi to Joyce" """,""alsoincludes the first year and half of qeb's award-
winning columns. Doubleday will release the book in June.

Whether writing about gay radio or gay rodeo, the Republican party or the Cathedral
of Hope, Deb's upbeat column shares the stories of everyday heroes. And in telling
the story behind the column, Joyce spotlights people who are making this world an
easier place to be gay-the California housewife who sent Deb and Joyce their first-
ever anniversary card, the librarian in Sen. Sam Nunn's hometown who welcomed
the avalanche of gay books sent by Deb's readers.
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Deb Price's new Book,
Cont'd from previous column

courage. And yet it is also a refreshing
celebration of the simple dailiness, the
ordinary dreams and hopes of lesbians
and gays. And Say Hi to Joyce pushes
the idea of gay life not only out of the
closet, but also out of the ghetto of
stereotype. I loved it!"

8mLSaY-!::iUuQy,ce is more than the
story of how one disarmingly all-
American couple chips away at
stereotypes and myths. Ultimately it is
the tale of how individuals have seized
Deb's ground-breaking column to
improve their lives and communities.

Deb and Joyce, who've been
WaShington correspondents and
WaShington Post editors, live in Takoma
Park, MD, with their two dogs, Jazz and
Eddie. They will be in Houston on
Monday, June 26 to do a book-signing
and talk beginning at 7:30pm at
Crossroads Market at 610 West
Alabama ..

Editor's Note: With the release of Deb
and Joyce's book, now might be a great
lime (or us io contscithe management
and editor of the Houston Chronicle to
make an appeal for Deb's column to be
included in the Chronicle. The Chronicle
City Desk can be reached at 220-7491 or
you can write a letter to Jack Loftis,
Editor, Houston Chronicle, 801 Texas
Ave., Houston, TX, 77002.

Thoughts from a member
by Gail Rickey

Never before have I read a book where I
found myself, my family, and hundreds of
my PFLAG friends on virtually every
page. No, my name isn't in the book, but
I--and you--are personified throughout
Straight Parents/Gay Children, Keeping
Families Together. Not only can we read
stories about what we 'ourselves have
experienced, but we can gain some
insights into what our life might have

. been if we had iived .in a small town, or
had a child thrown out of the military. or
been the parents of the first person in the
state to be diagnosed with AIDS.

Bob is an expert at writing for PFLAG
readers. His book is the story of PFLAG
heroes, people who have chartered the
course for you and me. Many of them are
people that you know something about-
Dee Mosbacher, Mel White, Janie Spahr,
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PFLAGHouston Members Laud "Straight Parents, Gay Children"
Author Bob Bernstein coming to Houston in June

Last month, we told you about the new book by PFLAG National VP and journalist
Bob Bernstein, Straight Parents, Gay Children. This book is the story of a father's
coming to terms with a daughter's homosexuality and discovering that his life was
not diminished, but enriched through the process. It is also the story of an
organization called PFLAG, which helped him achieve a fuller understanding and
appreciation of human and sexual diversity. His account includes sketches of many
courageous PFLAG members who have taken the lead in seeking social equality
and justice for:their gay loved ones. And it serves as a call to action to other families
to speak out on behalf of their gay kin.

Here's a quote from Straight Parents,.Gay Children:

"The possibility that one or more of their children might be gay is not
something within the faintest contemplation of most
parents ...Homosexuals, we've been conditioned to believe, are
weird perverts, long labeled as pathological by the medical
profession, sinful by the churches and criminal by the legal system.
Nevertheless, there is another face to this picture. And I can
personally testify that for parents of gay kids, that other face can be
as bright and joyful as the one painted by conventional wisdom is
bleak and frightening."

At our May meeting many of you took advantage of the opportunity to purchase the
book. Since then, many parents, family members, friends, gays and lesbians have
been talking about the impact this book has had. Not only is it easy to read, but it so
clearly encapsulates the PFLAG story. If you haven't gotten your copy yet, they will
again be available at our June meeting for the cost of $10.

In conjunction with Crossroads Market,. PFLAG Houston is sponsoring a
presentatiorr.cbook sigrdng and receptlon with author Bob i5ernstein at- BerIng
Memorial United Methodist Church. The event will be held on Thursday, June 29 at
7:00pm. Be sure to bring a friend with you to hear our national vice-president
discuss the PFLAG vision and his own personal story.

Lesbian Journalist Releases New Book and Plans Houston Visit
And Say Hi to Joyce: America's First Gay Column Comes Out

Deb Price's new Book,
Cont'd from previous column

courage. And yet it is also a refreshing
celebration of the simple dailiness, the
ordinary dreams and hopes of lesbians
and gays. And Say Hi to Joyce pushes
the idea of gay life not only out of the
closet, but also out of the ghetto of
stereotype. I loved it!"

An.~y-':iUuOYJ:;e is more than the
story of how one disarmingly all-
American couple chips away at
stereotypes and myths. Ultimately it is
the tale of how individuals have seized
Deb's ground-breaking column to
improve their lives and communities.

Deb and Joyce, who've been
Washington correspondents and
Washington Post editors, live in Takoma
Park, MD, with their two dogs, Jazz and
Eddie. They will be in Houston on
Monday, June 26 to do a book-signing
and talk beginning at 7:30pm at
Crossroads Market at 610 West
Alabama..

Editor's Note: With the release of Deb
and Joyce's book, now might be a great
time (or us to contact the management
and editor of the Houston Chronicle to
make an appeal for Deb's column to be
included in the Chronicle. The Chronicle
City Desk can be reached at 220-7491 or
you can write a letter to Jack Loftis,
Editor, Houston Chronicle, 801 Texas
Ave., Houston, TX, 77002.

Not waiting for an invitation, Deb Price slips into millions of American homes where
an openly gay voice has never before been heard. She jolts readers from Detroit to Thoughts from a member
Palm Springs by arriving with their daily paper. by·Gail Rickey

Since May 8, 1992, when the conservative Detroit News made history by launching Never before have I read a book where I
the first nationally syndicated gay column in mainstream newspapers, readers have found myself, my family, and hundreds of
been appalled, delighted or simply astounded to discover an openly lesbian columnist my PFLAG friends on virtually every
trying to strike up a conversation with them. Blending the best of Erma Bombeck, page. No, my name isn't in the book, but

•
istead Maupin and Anna Quindlen, Deb wonderfully humanizes gay issues for I--and you--are personified throughout

.ight readers and lets gay readers see an honest reflection of their own lives. Straight Parents/Gay Children, Keeping
Families Together. Not only can we read

In And Say Hi to Joyce: America's First Gay Column Comes Out, Deb joins forces stories about what we ourselves have
with her partner of 10 years, Joyce Murdoch, to tell the touching tale of how the experienced, but we can gain some
column is changing lives by knocking down barriers that set people apart The insights into what our life might have
bcc!<-whose title ccmes from th~heart"'Narm:~g m.!~ber of lotters Deb receivcet'iat - been if we had iived. in a smaii town, or
end, "And say hi to Joyce"-also includes the first year and half of Deb's award- . had a child thrown out of the military, or
winning columns. Doubleday will release the book in June. been.the parents of the first person in the
Whether writing about gay radio or gay rodeo, the Republican party or the Cathedral state to be diagnosed with AIDS.
of Hope, Deb's upbeat column shares the stories of everyday heroes: Arid in telling Bob is an expert at writing for PFLAG
the story behind the column, Joyce spotlights people who are making this world an readers. His book is the story ofPFLAG
easier place to be gay-the Califomia housewife who sent Deb and Joyce their first- heroes, people who have chartered the
ever anniversary card, the librarian in Sen. Sam Nunn's hometown who welcomed course for you and me. Many of them are
the avalanche of gay books sent by Deb's readers. people that you know something about--
.vance praise, Abraham Verghese, author of My Own Country: A Doctor's Story Dee Mosbac~er, Mel White, Janie Spahr,
PaTown and Its People in the Age of AIDS, declares: "And Say Hi to Joyce is a Tom and Katt~ Potter. Robert MacNeil
window into the wonderful world and the minds of two brilliant, astute, funny and of the MacNeil-Lehrer NewsHour, fath~r
courageous women. I was Challenged,entertained, educated and ultimately changed ?f a g.ay son: wrote the book s
by this story. There's not much more you can ask of a book." Mitzi Henderson, introduction. With every 'page that I
PFLAG National President, says, "A must of everyone who cares about someone turned, I y~arned to share this ~reasureof
gay!" And Robb Forman Dew, author of The Family Heart: A Memoir of When Our a book With my extended family and all
Son Came Out, notes: "This candid book is replete with serious insights and acts of of the other pe.ople whom I want to

understand the Journey that our family
has embraced.Continued at top of next column
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A Celebration of Affirmation

Are you tired of the myths and
stereotypes?
Are you tired of reading about the
tragic lives of gay men and lesbian
women? .
Are you a new parent who
desperately needs to know that there
is good news?
Have you recently come out and feel
alone and discouraged?
Are you ever. despondent .by the
thought of how far we have to go?
Do you ever wonder what is the
driving force that keeps families and
friends working so hard for PFLAG?

.ou answer yes to any of the above
~estions, you need to be at the July

meeting. This meeting will be an
affirmation meeting. We all know
hundreds of stories about how
homophobia hurts us all. Now is the time
to share positive, hopeful, surprising,
courageous and self-affirming stories.

- - .
Bring your family, friends, and neighbors
with you. Good feelings and good news
needs to be shared with all. We cannot
afford to keep things to ourselves. This
is your opportunity to speak in a caring,
supportive environment. Who knows
who you might tell next!

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for first-
time visitors and groups geared
towards HIV+ as well as Straight
Spouse Support, follow the program.
These sessions are the heart of P-
FLAG, with families sharing their

I·urneys and learning from each
er. We look forward to seeing

u at the next meeting! Come join
us!

Farewell from stuart Hoke
An Open Letter to PFLAG Houston

---I· ; following letter was delivered to
IWLAG Houston from the former Rector

at Saint Francis Episcopal Church on his

Parents. Families and Friends 01Lesbians nIGays
May 7, 1995
The 4th Sunday of Easter

Dear PFLAG members and special
friends of Saint Francis,

Today I celebrated my last Sunday as
Rector of Saint Francis. In my sermon I
spoke of standing around the altar of
God in company with all sorts and
conditions of colorful humanity,

. celebrating the great freedom that comes
from owning the Truth. I had you there in
spirit. I knew you would be here this
afternoon, and I thought of you a number
of times during the Eucharist. How very
happy I am that Saint Francis could open
herself to your presence and ministry. I
hope you have found here a warm and
hospitable space where it has been
possible to reach out to one another and
to reveal your special gifts.

I leave next week to enter a new phase
of ministry in the Episcopal Church.
After twenty-three years as a parish
rriest I am about tn do something wild
and crazy by entering full-time graduate
study at the General Theological
Seminary in New York City. I hope to
earn the academic credentials required
for teaching at the seminary level, and
my field of interest will be Ascetial
Theology, or Christian Spirituality.

You may be interested to know that the
General Theological Seminary is the
oldest and most revered seminary of the
Episcopal Church. As a bastion of
learning and a champion of Anglican
tradition, there are no equals. Recently
General Seminary's Dean, Faculty and
Board of Directors surprised the Church
by adopting a new housing policy for
students. Not only does it honor married
couples who want to set up house
together, these days it also honors same
sex couples who choose to be together

. fnr nr::.-ii I::>t", th"'f)lnni,..~1 Cl'il !('~ti"!,,, I~,....
iPI~;~;d-t;- be ~nt~;i~g-;-~~~'~~nity

wnere this kind of openness and
sensitivity is actively practiced.

Your presence at Saint Francis has
blessed us in ways that you are probably
not even aware of. Many of our people
struggle with issues relating to sexuality-
-be that their own sexual identity or that
of. family members--ask lots of questions

I _" ••• ,.

PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345N ..Piney Point Rd.

Aug. 6 PFLAG Meeting

Sept. 10 PflAG Meeting

Sept. 28-
Oct. 1

PFLAG National
Convention in Indy, IN
(More info next month!)

Jewish Group Recognizes
Same-Sex Marriages

The fourth largest Jewish denomination
in North America, the Jewish
Reconstructionist . Movement has
approved same-sex marriage.

The Reconstructionist Movement is an
offshoot from Conservative Judaism and
makes up just over two percent of North
American Jews. They opened a
rabbinical seminary in the late 1960's
and have always ordained women, gays,
lesbians, and (presumably) bisexuals. At
the rabbinical association meeting a few
years ago, congregations were invited to
go ahead with
same-sex
marriage
(without
mandating that
they have to.)

The Recon-
structionists are
little known
outside of
Jewish circles but are enormously
influential among the non-Orthodox. The
founder, Mordecai Kaplan, is one of the
greatest Jewish thinkers of this century,
formerly a faculty member at the
Conservative movement's seminary .

It is by far and away the fastest growing I
Jewish denomination in North America
and is fully recognized by the State of
Israel (its converts are recognized for the
purposes of the law of return) and the
communal structures here in North
America, like the United Jewish Appeal,
Hillel (campus ministries), and the
federation umbrellas. (!n other words,
the Orthodox may orotest if JRM is used



Next Meeting July 9
A Celebration of Affirmation

Are you tired of the myths and
stereotypes?
Are you tired of reading about the
tragic lives of gay men and lesbian
women?
Are you a new parent who
desperately needs to know that there
is goodnews?
Have you recently come out and feel
alone and discouraged?
Are you ever despondent .by the
thought of how far we have to go?
Do you ever wonder what is the
drivtng force that keeps families and
friends working so hard for PFLAG?

.ou answer yes to any of the above
1Tu"estions, you need to be at 'the July

meeting. This meeting will be an
affirmation meeting. We all know
hundreds of stories about how
homophobia hurts us all. Now is the time
to share positive, hopeful, surprising,
courageous and self-affirming stories.

, Bring your family, friends, and neighbors
with you. Good feelings and good news
needs to be shared with all. We cannot
afford to keep things to ourselves. This
is your opportunity to speak in a caring,
supportive environment. Who knows
who you might tell next!

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for first-
time visitors and groups gea~ed
towards HIV+ as well as Straight
Spouse Support, follow the program.
These sessions are the heart of P-
FLAG, with families sharing their

I·urneys and learning from each
er. We look forward to seeing

u at the, next meeting! Come join
us!

Farewell from Stuart Hoke
An Open Letter to PFLAG Houston

~: following letter was delivered to
IWLAG Houston from the former Rector
at Saint Francis Episcopal Church on his
last day of service there. Saint Francis
has been the home for PFLAG Houston
during the recent past and Stuart H~ke
has been a very strong and welcoming
force during that time. 'Here is his
farewell to us.

Continued in next column

Today I celebrated my last Sunday as
Rector of Saint Francis. In my sermon I
spoke of standing around the altar of
God in company with all sorts and
conditions of colorful humanity,

, celebrating the great freedom that comes
from owning the Truth. I had you there in
spirit. I knew you would be here this ~ ~ ~
afternoon, and I thought of you a number
of times during the Eucharist. How very
happy I am that Saint Francis could open
herself to your presence and ministry. I
hope you have found here a warm and
hospitable space where it has been
possible to reach out to one another and
to reveal your special gifts.

I leave next week to enter a new phase
of ministry in the Episcopal Church.
After twenty-three years as a parish
oriest, I am about tn do something wild
and ~'razy by entering full-time graduate
study at the General Theological
Seminary in New York City. I hope to
earn the academic credentials required
for teaching at the seminary level, and
my field of interest will be Ascetial
Theology, or Christian Spirituality.

You may be interested to know that the
General Theological Seminary is the
oldest and most revered seminary of the
Episcopal Church. As a bastion of
learning and a champion of Anglican
tradition, there are no equals. Recently
General Seminary's Dean, Faculty and
Board of Directors surprised the Church
by adopting a new housing policy .for
students. Not only does it honor marned
couples who want to set up house
together, these days it also honors same
sex couples who choose to be together
fnr "r~-ill::>t~th~f)I""iI"R! ,:>duc~ti:):"'. ! ~i pl~;~~d -t~-be errtering a community
wnere this kind of openness and
sensitivity is actively practiced.

Your presence at Saint Francis has
blessed us in ways that you are probably
not even aware of. Many of our people
struggle with issues relating to sexua/ity-
-be that their own sexual identity or that
of family members--ask lots of questions
about you and seek all kinds of
information about yourwork and express

.gratitude that this be one place where it
is okay to tell the truth. With these good
seeds now planted, maybe someday a
few more will gather up the courage to be
front and center at your meetings, and

Parents. Families and Friends at lesbians nIGays
May 7, 1995
The 4th Sunday of Easter

Dear PFLAG members and special
friends of Saint Francis,
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PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345N. Piney Point Rd.

Aug. 6 PFLAG Meeting

Sept. 10

Sept. 28-
Oct. 1

PflAG Meeting

PFLAG National
Convention in Indy, IN
(More info next month!)

Jewish Group Recognizes
Same-Sex Marriages

The fourth largest Jewish denomination
in North America, the Jewish
Reconstructionist Movement has
approved same-sex marriage.

The Reconstructionist Movement is an
offshoot from Conservative Judaism and
makes up just over two percent of North
American Jews. They opened a
rabbinical seminary in the late 1960's
and have always ordained women, gays,
lesbians, and (presumably) bisexuals. At
the rabbinical association meeting a few
years ago, congregations were invited to
go ahead with ~.
same.-sex . B\
[::I.~~g~~a1 1T~.~
they have to.) ~ ~.- ..
The Recon- ~J'~
structionists are .., .•
little known
outside of
Jewish circles but are enormously
influential among the non-Orthodox. The
founder, Mordecai Kaplan, is one of the
greatest Jewish thinkers of this century,
formerly a faculty member .at the
Conservative movement's seminary.

It is by far and away the fastest growing I
Jewish denomination in North America
and is fully recognized by the State of
Israel (its converts are recognized for the
purposes of the law of return) and the
communal structures here in North
America, like the United Jewish Appeal,
Hillel (campus ministries), and the
federation umbrellas. (!n other words,
the Orthodox may protest if JRM is used
as an example of Jews who allow same-
sex marriage, but no one outside of
Orthodoxy will claim that JRM !s not
legitimately Jewish.)

Same-sex marriages are termed
kiddushin in Hebrew.
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Editor's Note: Everyday I receive 2-3 electronic mail messages from the following
author c;n news items related to the gay and lesbian community. LelioRisen is his
pseudonym on American Online.

Gay and Lesbian Friendly Folk Music
by LeltoRisen@AOL.COM

A couple of weeks ago I posted to several newsgroups about the new Peter, Paul &
Mary CD "Lifelines", It contained a very gay-friendly duet from Mary Travers and Holly
Near, titled "Home Is Where The Heart Is". Today, I am expanding my posting on this,
because.. ..as of today ....Warner Brothers has released the song as the albums first
single! The following was sent to radio stations nationwide today from Warner
Brothers records. lam specifically including the part of the reie2se dealing with the
songs content:

"Their first single from the new project 'Lifelines' is 'Home Is Where The Heart Is'. A
very human song that will touch all of us. In their 35 years together, Peter, Paul &
Mary have always been controversial ...From being in the fore-front of protest music,
straight ahead folk music, their relationship to children (possibly you as a child and
also your own children) and today with their concerts always sold out!!

"Today with American Life Styles changing (caps theirs) ...we are all trying to hold on
to our neighborhoods or get them back and as Crosby, Stills & Nash have said to
'Teactr-yourChildren Well'. 'Home Is Where The Heart Is' is that kind of
record ...poignant, sincere arid human. The chorus says it all:

"Home is where the heart is
no matter where your heart lives.
Inside your heart where love is,
that's where you've got to make yourself at home."

I realize that the release does not specifically relate to the gay content. It does not .
need to, the song is not very subtle about it. In the first 2 lyrics a gay couple and a
lesbian couple are introduced. As the singers' young daughter inquires about the
couples the mother answers with the above refrain. In the 3rd verse, one of the gay
men is left alone (while not totally obvious, the presumption is that he has lost his
mate ....most iikeiy ro AiOS) and the daughter wonders 'where he wili live'. in the 4th
verse, the surviving man is ill himself and the woman brings her daughter over to read
him stories. The little girl becomes the 'string on the kite that leads him into the wind'.
As the daughter wonders 'who will take care of him' the mother and daughter take
hold of the man and sing the chorus to him to let him know he is not alone. As
performed by Near and Travers, with Peter and Paul on guitar, the song becomes a
haunting tribute to true family values. Without hitting anyone over the head it
eloquently expresses the belief that gay and lesbian homes are no different than any
other homes. It is a powerful and important message. As a radio broadcaster myself,
Iwould like to encourage the following steps be taken to help insure that the song
gets played on radio stations around the country. First, let me just say that if a station
chooses not to play the song, it may have nothing at all to do with homophobia. Peter,
Paul & Mal)' have not had a charted hit in years and it will take a lot to get this played.
However, this is possibly their most marketable album ...with an all-star
lineup ...production by Phil Ramone ...and a tie in to their current tour and 35 year
history. Here is what I would like to suggest:

Contact Warner Brothers and commend them for their decision to release the
single. Let them know that their decision will encourage you to purchase their
products in the future and that you intend to purchase the single and CD. They
are on-line on AOL with a full messaging system. However, from the Internet you
could try writing them at Maxwarner@aol.com If I know of a better email address,
I will send it. The phone # is 818-846-9090, fax # is 818~/j46-=t;4f4,snaii mail is
W8rner Rro!';. Rp.~ards !nc, 3'300 Warner Blvd., Burbank, CA 91505-46594.

2 Share this release with as many gays, lesbians, bis(and our friends) as you can.
If you publish a paper or newsletter, please include the relevant information. Let
the cOmmunity know about this. Pass the information on to your friends via email.

3 Purchase the SINGLE. If the store does not have it (most likely it will not) ask
them to.order it. Sales of a record will cause a song to chart. Once it charts, more
stations will play it, thereby increasing sales. A record such as this needs a
jumpstart. I believe the single code is..Warner Bros. Pro-CD-7579-R. Purchasing
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like you are part of a record company
campaign, because that will negate
your effort. I am not aware if Warner
Bros. is planning much of a push for
this record. I do not think we should
wait to find out. When requesting, do
the following; First, target your
station. This is primarily an Adult
Contemporary format record. It is
being targeted, essentially, at
stations that play the following
artists: Michael Bolton, Billy Joel,
Mariah Carey, Whitney Houston, Phil
Collins, etc ...Those are the stations
you should be contacting. Second,
since this is a new record, don't lie
and say you heard it on other
commercial stations (unless you did).
Say you heard it on a college station,
or own a copy, or heard it on a
jukebox. -

In coming weeks, if the song starts
getting played, you can refer to the
competition. Third, faxes to the station
are even more potent than calling the
request Jine. Don't overhype, just state
that you wOuidiike to hear the song.

I plan on monitoring the progress of the
. sung and will keep you posted thj"uu~ji

various newsgroups such as soc.motss.
If you know of stations that are actually
playing it, please send me the
information at LelioRisen@aol.com

Does It Matter?
By An Anonymous

High School Student

My father asked if I am gay.
I asked Does it matter?
He said No not really. I said Yes.
He said Get out of my life ..
I guess it mattered

My boss asked if I am gay.
I asked Does it matter?
He said No not really. I said Yes. •
He said You're fired, faggot.
I guess it mattered.

My friend asked if I am gay.
Iasked Does ii matter?
He said No not really. I said Yes.
He said Don't call me your friend.
I guess it mattered.

My lover asked Do you love me?
I asked Does it matter? He said Yes.
I told him I love you. • »>:

He said let me hold you in my arms.
For the first time in my life something
matters.



by LeltoRisen@AOL.COM

A couple of weeks ago I posted to several newsgroups about the new Peter, Paul &
Mary CD "Lifelines",lt contained a very gay-friendly duet from Mary Travers and Holly
Near, titled "Home Is Where The Heart Is". Today, I am expanding my posting on this,
because ....as of today ....Warner Brothers has released the song as the albums first
single! The following. was sent to radio stations nationwide today from Warner
Brothers records. I am specifically including the part of the reieese d681ing with the
songs content:

"Their first single from the new project 'Lifelines' is 'Home Is Where The Heart Is'. A
very human song that will touch all of us. In their 35 years together, Peter, Paul &
Mary have always been controversial ...From being in the fore-front of protest music,
straight ahead folk music; their relationship to children (possibly you as a child and
also your own children) and today with their concerts always sold out!!

"Today with American Life Styles changing (caps theirs) ...we are all trying to hold on
to our neighborhoods or get them back and as Crosby, Stills & Nash have said to
'Teach-your Children Well'. 'Home Is Where The Heart Is' is that kind of
record ...poignant, sincere and human. The chorus says it all:

"Home is where the heart is
no matter where your heart lives.
Inside your heart where love is,
that's where you've got to make yourself at home."

I realize that the release does not specifically relate to the gay content. It does not .
need to, the song is not very subtle about it. In the first 2 lyrics a gay couple and a
lesbian couple are introduced. As the singers' young daughter inquires about the
couples the mother answers with the above refrain. In the 3rd verse, one of the gay
men is left alone (while not totally obvious, the presumption is that he has lost his
mate ....most iikeiy to AiOS) and the daughter wonders 'where he wili live'. In the 4th
verse, the surviving man is ill himself and the woman brings her daughter over to read
him stories. The little girl becomes the 'string on the kite that leads him into the wind'.
As the daughter wonders 'who will take care of him' the mother and daughter take
hold of the man and sing the chorus to him to let him know he is not alone. As
performed by Near and Travers, with Peter and Paul on guitar, the song becomes a
haunting tribute to true family values. Without hitting anyone over the head it
eloquently expresses the belief that gay and lesbian homes are no different than any
other homes. It is a powerful and important message. As a radio broadcaster myself,
I would like to encourage the following steps be taken to help insure that the song
gets played on radio stations around the country. First, let me just say thatif a station
chooses not to play the song, it may have nothing at all to do with homophobia. Peter,
Paul & Mary have not had a Charted hit in years and it will take a lot to get this played.
However, this is possibly their most marketable album ...with an all-star
lineup ...production by Phil Ramone ...and a tie in to their current tour and 35 year
history. Here is what I would like to suggest:

Contact Warner Brothers and commend them for their decision to release the
single. Let them know that their decision will encourage you to purchase their
products in the future and that you intend to purchase the Single and CD. They
are on-line on AOL with a full messaging system. However, from the Internet you
could try writing them at Maxwarner@aol.com If I know of a better email address,
I will send it. The phone # is 818-846-9090, fax # is 818-tl46-C4 r 4,snaii mail is
w3rnerRrn~. P.p.GlJrdslnc, 3300 Warner Blvd., Burbank, CA 91505.-46594.

2 Share this release with as many gays, lesbians, bis (and our friends) as you can.
If you publish a paper or newsletter, please include the relevant information. Let
the community knowabout this. Pass the information on to your friends via email.

3 Purchase the SINGLE. If the store does not have it (most likely it will not) ask
them to order it. Sales of a record will cause a song to chart. Once it charts, more
stations will play it, thereby increasing sales. A record such as this needs a
jumpstart. I believe the single code is..Warner Bros. Pro-CD-7579-R. Purchasing
the single will give the song more of a chance of getting played, than purchasing
the album. However .

4 Purchase the album as well. It is called 'Lifelines' and should be readily available
in stores. In addition to showing support, the higher the album charts, the better
chance the single will get airplay. Besides, it is a brilliant record. Possibly their
best.

Request that your radio station play that record! As one w::',C'··~'~~')wSthe impact of
these things, requests have a lot of weight. However, you do not want it to look

5

liKe you are part or a record company
campaign, because that will negate
your effort. I am not aware if Warner
Bros. is planning much of a push for
this record. I do not think we should
wait to find out. When requesting, do
the following; First, target your
station. This is primarily an Adult
Contemporary format record. It is
being targeted, essentially, at
stations that play the following
artists: Michael Bolton, Billy Joel,
Mariah Carey, Whitney Houston, Phil
Collins, etc ...Those are the stations
you should be contacting. Second,
since this is a new record, don't lie
and say you heard it on other
commercial stations (unless you did).
Say you heard it on a college station,
or own a copy, or heard it on a
jukebox. •

In coming weeks, if the song starts
getting played, you can refer to the
competition. Third, faxes to the station
are even more potent than calling the
request line. Don't overhype, just state
that you wOu,(liike to hear the song.

I plan on monitoring the progress of the
. sung and wiH keep YOu posted tlli'uugil

various newsgroups such as soc.motss.
If you know of stations that are actually
playing it, please send me the
information at LelioRisen@aol.com

Does It Matter?
By An Anonymous

High School Student

My father asked if I am gay.
I asked Does it matter?
He said No not really. I said Yes.
He said Get out of my life.
I guess it mattered

My boss asked if I am gay.
I asked Does it matter?
He said No not really. I said Yes. •
He said You're fired, faggot.
I guess it mattered.

My friend asked if I am gay.
I asked Does ii matter?
He said No not really. I said Yes.
He said Don't call me your friend.
I guess it mattered.

My lover asked Do you love me?
I asked Does it matter? He said Yes.
I told him I love you. •
He said let me hold you in my arms.
For the first time in my life something
matters.

My God asked me Do you love yourself?
I,said Does it matter? He said Yes.
I said How can I love myself? I am gay.
He said That is the way I made you.
Nothing again will ever matter.

Reprinted from Dallas PFLAG Newsletter



-rOBether, We WI ••
• by Gail Rickey

As you probably know by now, state representatives voted 70 to 68 to table the Hate
Crimes Bill. Please note that contrary to some newspaper reports, there was no
actual vote on the bill, but instead, a vote not to deal with it.

Six PFLAGers were on the scene, including four of us from the Houston chapter.
While we were deeply disappointed at the outcome-especially, over the House vote
to table SB 141, we were very encouraged by the breadth and depth of the support
that we heard, both from legislators who spoke to us directly and from
representatives speaking on the floor of the House. Steve Wolens, a representative
from Dallas, made an eloquent speech on our behalf. Numerous other reps went to
the mike to speak up for us.

We came home committed .to start working NOW toward the.Jan. '97 legislative
session. Whatever the relevant issue is by that time-hate crimes or job.
discrimination or the sodomy law-we will want legislators to vote for laws that are
beneficial to us. .

Our goal is to (a) educate PFLAG members on the issues, (b) build a relationship
with our legislators, educating them as to our concerns, (c) develop allies-friends,
neighbors, church members-who will join us in speaking up for equal rights for gays
and lesbians.

We'll· start to work at the July meeting during the "small groups" portion of the
mee6ng. Whether you regularly attend PFLAG meetings or not, we encourage you
to come to this session. We need a diversity of people who will join in this project.
We'll define our mission, pool our talents, and get to work!.YOU absolutely cannot attend, but want to be counted "in," please call me at 440-
0353 and give me your input. I plan to develop a special mailing list of people who
want to be part of this team. '

Below is an example of a letter written by Ann Chapman after the efforts in Austin by
her and other PFLAGers. Feel free to copy and modify as necessary for your use in
writing the legislators that supported us. (See related article in next colurnn.)

Dear Representative ----------~,-

I visited with you in your office last week with my friend Gail Rickey, who is one of
your constituents. I live in Victoria but now realize that my daughter and her husband
are also your constituents. Gail and I were there in support of S.B. 141 (Hate
Crimes).

I want to thank you for the time you spent with us and for your respect and
compassion. We work tirelessly for the rights of the lesbians and gay men we know
and love, and for countless others we do not know, who have so few champions in

, their quest for justice. Gail and I were impressed with your knowledge and
understanding of the issue, and though you felt you could not vote with us on this
particular bill, I am hopeful that you will be with us on some future bills.

As I lunched that day in the Capitol, I overheard a House member say that he had
voted to table the Hate Crimes Bill because to discuss it further would encourage "all
those activists to be up here." His vote was in vain. This straight gay activist
arandmother will not be silenced; I will be there many times in the future.

eank you for proving that there are decent, well-educated, dedicated leaders in
Texas. I appreciate you.

Sincerely,

Farewell Letter from Stuart Hoke, Continued from Page 1 '

active in your service projects. I've also fielded a huge number of telephone calls and,
letters from other Episcopal clergy asking questions about PFLAG and wondering
where information can be found for local congregations. You are very important
leaven in the lump, and I pray your work continues to prosper in this community .

•
ish I could have been with you today. A gala fareweUto my wife and me keeps me .
ay .. Thank you for your godly presence and your gifted ministry. May the Lord by

his Grace uphold you in whatever service He lays upon you.

PFLAG
FLYER

f':a-r July 1995
VV Page3

Let Your Legislator
Hear From You

If they didn't vote "with" us, try not to
burn bridges, but to let them know your
concerns. An excellent example of such
a letter is included at the bottom of this
page.

Houston Area Legislators Who Voted
For SB 141 (or not to table it in House)

Senators: Rodney Ellis (author of bill)
Mario Gallegos
Jerry Patterson
John Whitmire

Representatives: Kevin Bailey
Fred Bosse
Ken Brady (voted not to

table; was probably
against bill, but
needs to be
commended)

Garnet Coleman-
Debra Danburg
Diana Davila

,Harold Dutton
AI Edwards
Jessica Farrar
Patricia Gray
Scott Hochberg
Senfronia Thomson
Gerard Torres
Sylvester Turner
Ken Yarbrough

Houston Area Legislators Who Voted
Against SB 141 (or voted to table it):

Senators: Buster Brown
Don Henderson

Representatives: Joe Crabb
John Culberson
Gary Elkins
Peggy Hamric
Jack Harris
Talmadge Heflin
Mike Jackson
Kyle Janek
Joe Nixon
Robert Talton
Ron Wilson
Beverly Woolley
(Paul Hilbert was
absent.)
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representatives speaking on the floor of the House. Steve Wolens, a representative
from Dallas, made an eloquent speech on our behalf. Numerous other reps went to
the mike to speak up for us.

We came home committed .to start working NOW toward the Jan. '97 legislative
session. Whatever the relevant issue is by that time-hate crimes or job
discrimination or the sodomy law-we will want legislators to vote for laws that are
beneficial to us.

Our goal is to (a) educate PFLAG members on the issues, (b) build a relationship
with our legislators, educating them as to our concerns, (c) develop allies-friends,
neighbors, church members-who will join us in speaking up for equal rights for gays
and lesbians.

We'll, start to work at the July meeting during the "small groups" portion of the
mee(ing. Whether you regularly attend PFLAG meetings or not, we encourage you
to come to this session. We need a diversity of people who will join in this project.
We'll defirie our mission, pool our talents, and get to work!.YOU absolutely cannot attend, but want to be counted "in," please call me at 440-
0353 and give me Y0L!r input. I plan to develop a special mailing list of people who
want to be part of this team. .

Below is an example of a letter written by Ann Chapman after the efforts in Austin by
her and other PFLAGers. Feel free to copy and modify as necessary for your use in
writing the legislators that supported us. (See related article in next colurnn.)

Dear Representative ----------,

I visited with you in' your office last week with my friend Gail Rickey, who is one of
your constituents. I live in Victoria but now realize that my daughter and her husband
are also your constituents. Gail and I were there in support of S. B. 141 (Hate
Crimes).

I want to thank you for the time you spent with us and for your respect and
compassion. We work tirelessly for the rights of the lesbians and gay men we know
and love, and for countless others we do not know, who have so few champions in
their quest for justice. Gail and I were impressed with your knowledge and
understanding of the issue, and though you felt you could not vote with us on this
particular bill, I am hopeful that you will be with us on some future bills.

As I lunched that day in the Capitol, I overheard a House member say that he had
voted to table the Hate Crimes Bill because to discuss it further would encourage "all
those activists to be up here." His vote was in vain. This straight gay activist
arandmother will not be silenced; I will be there many times in the future.eank you for proving that there are decent, well-educated, dedicated leaders in
Texas. I appreciate you.

Sincerely,

._---'--_._. <-.-."------'----.~
Farewell Letter from stuart Hoke, Continued from Page 1 - I
active in your service projects. I've also fielded a huge number of telephone calls and.
letters from other Episcopal clergy asking questions about PFLAG and wondering
where information can be found for local congregations. You are very important

_ leaven in the lump, and I pray your work continues to prosper in this community .

•
tish I could have been with you today. A gala farewell to my wife and me keeps me
ay. Thank you for your godly presence and your gifted ministry. May the Lord by

his Grace uphold you in whatever service He lays upon you.

Faithfully,

Stuart H. Hoke,
Rector
Saint Francis Church

··PFLAG Houston received permission to reprint this tetter in this newsletter only. Please do
not reprint this letter without express written permission from PFLAG Houston."

If they didn't vote "with" us, try not to
burn bridges, but to let them know your
concerns. An excellent example of such
a letter is included at the bottom of this
page.

Houston Area Legislators Who Voted
For SB 141 (or not to table it in House)

Senators: Rodney Ellis (author of bill)
Mario Gallegos
Jerry Patterson
John Whitniire

Representatives: Kevin Bailey
Fred Bosse
Ken Brady (voted not to

table; was probably
against bill, but
needs to be
commended)

Garnet Coleman-
Debra Danburg
Diana Davila
Harold Dutton
AI Edwards
Jessica Farrar
Patricia Gray
Scott Hochberg
Senfronia Thomson
Gerard Torres
Sylvester Turner
Ken Yarbrough

Houston Area Legislators Who Voted
Against SB 141 (or voted to table it):

Senators: Buster Brown
Don Henderson

Representatives: Joe Crabb
John Culberson
Gary Elkins
Peggy Hamric
Jack Harris
Talmadge Heflin
Mike Jackson
.Kyle Janek
Joe Nixon
Robert Taii.on
Ron Wilson
Beverly Woolley
(Paul Hilbert was
absent.)
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Notes on Membership Renewal
from Irv Smith, Membership Chairperson

Here are a few notes on membership and renewal. At this time of year we get many
questions about how to renew one's membership in PFLAG Houston. The following
should answer a few questions.

1) You join our local chapter for one year at a time. Your expiration date is shown
on the mailing label.

2) We occasionally send out reminders that it is time to renew, but you always can
do with the form included in each newsletter. .

3) At the meetings, members register by checking off their name on the clipboard. If
overdue, your name won't be listed.

4) In that case, just write in your name (and any address/phone update). Get a
renewal form from membership desk.

5) You do not also need to join or renew as a national member. (It is mainly for
people living where no local chapter exists.)

6) We send National $8 annually for each member/couple to enroll them as national
members.

7) National members automatically get the national newsletter and other items,
mailed "open." .

8) Check the appropriate box on the renewal form if you don't want to get these
mailings.

I
(

Irv Smith, Membership Committee

Fa:mily Letters
Editor's Note: The following excerpts came from a letter from one of our friends at
Texas A&M in College Station. Hopefully it will encourage you as it did me regarding
the effects of the PFLAG Flyer.

"About the time I think I'm becoming another cynical homosexual, the articles in the
PFLAG Flyer make me laugh and cry at the same time while seeing parents and
friends cope on a day-to-day basis."

"The choice of Bobby Griffith's mom's story was especially meaningful to me. My
freshman year at A&M, when I was still struggling with my sexuality, I did research
papers on gay youth suicide for my genetics and English classes with Bobby Griffith
as one of my center focuses. The excerpts from his personal journal were enough
to make anyone weep - even the most hateful person."

"This is all very important to me as I am faced with the challenge of coming out to my
family soon. It's been a year since I came out to my friends and started my own
personal journey as an out, gay man. I thrive on the success stories of gay-positive
.parents and can only hope that my family doesn't go ballistic when I tell them."

."Please keep up the great work because it is so very important to so many people.
The positive exposure is essential. How many times did I wish as a teenage to
see a parent who loved and supported their gay child?"

PFLAG
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Notes from the Editor
by Doug Upchurch

Once again I find myself reflecting on the
past month as I write these notes. This
time it seems as if the time has gone
much more slowly than normal, During
the past month, I have undergone a major
life Change. My apartment is clean.
Actually my boyfriend, Tyler Reeves, has
finally moved here from Salt Lake City.
After an 8 month long distance
relationship, we are finally in the same
town.

What does that have to do with the
PFLAG Flyer? I am now learning how
people react differently to gay couples as
opposed to individuals. Just the
existence and example of these
relationships remind us of the fact tha.•
part of seeking to understand hon.
sexuality is seeking a greater under-
standing of love.

I am so glad that when I first attended
PFLAG I was able to meet several same
sex couples as well as many wonderful
individuals. The realization that this type
of committed loving relationship was
even possible \.•vae en inspiration to
someone recently out of the closet.

Thanks to all the gay and lesbian couples
that are examples for us all of the truth
that love is love no matter what the
gender of those in love.

Please continue to send in your articles or
letters for the Flyer. As always, I can be
reached at either 528-3684 by phone,
1903 Portsmouth #0, Houston TX 77098
by mail, or DougUp67@aol.com by e-
mail! The deadline for the August
newsletter is July 21. Special Thanks to
all who helped with the 1995 Pride
Parade. © • T

[---------------------------------------------------------.---------------------------------------------------------
Join Us in the Work of P-FLAG

P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 iocai chapters and contacts. OUf chapter is made up oj- PCift:> lis, Iarnities and friends 01 lesbianand gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community .

1/ We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON.
Family/Couple: $40_
Individual: $25 __
Student/limited Income: $1a _

Your donation is tax deductible
P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
501 (c)(3) organization
(1.0 ..#76-0372-170) •II We don't wish to ioin, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _ .



Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays of Houston, Texas I
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PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for family
members and friends that have
recently found out that a loved one
, ay or lesbian and groups geared

ards HIV+ as well as the Spouse
Support Group, follow the program.
These sessions are the heart of P-
FLAG, with families sharing their
journeys and learning from each
other. We look forward to seeing
you at the next meeting! Come join
us!

Next Meeting July 9
What isSexual Addiction?

This month's meeting will feature
speakers from the qroup Sexual
Addicts Anonymous that meets at
Bering Church. This particular group
focuses on the needs of those that
are gay or lesbian. With the many
myths and stereotypes that surround
this issue, the August meeting will be
a time to learn the facts about this
addictive condition.

INDY95: 14th International'
PFLAGConvention

The INDY95 Convention begins on
Friday afternoon, September 29 and
ends on Sunday afternoon, October 1.
The shorter schedule saves one night of
hotel lodging for most delegates and
allows us to make effective use of the
time we do have. The convention
begins in the first days of Indiana's
beautiful autumn which will add, with
help from our meteorologists, a special
golden glow to convention activities.

With a theme guiding us toward love and

•
ptance, education and training are
center stage for the Indy95

convention -- the second of PFLAG's
three legged stool. The convention will
emphasize support, education and
advocacy. Friday will zero in on Support
and Sunday's emphasis will center on
Advocacy. Saturday, the major full day
of the convention, will offer many
workshops and seminars to enrich our
thinking and develop our skills.

The most important element in any
convention are the people who attend.
Without all kinds of people from all kinds
of places, most of us might not want to
I_d. It's the mix! It's the mix of

Parents. Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
entertainment, will get Indy95 off to an
exciting start. By late Friday evening, we
will be happy we came to Indianapolis.
Me! has a great appreciation for PFLAG
and dedicated his book Stranger at the'
Gate to us. Mel who had once ghost
written Pat Robertson's autobiography,
traveled to Virginia Beach in February to
persuade Robertson to change his anti-
gay rhetoric. When jailed by the
Robertson organization for
"trespassing," it was Mel's parents who
intervened and persuaded Robertson to
visit Mel in the Virginia Beach city jail
and arrange for his release. Robertson
has since said on his 700 Club that
violence against gays and lesbians
cannot be tolerated and that because
persons may differ in their beliefs, there
is no justification for harming each other.

Seminars and WorkShops will deal with
such concerns as conflict mediation,
religion and homosexuality, AIDS,
making campuses, high school and
college, safe for lesbian, gay and
bisexual students, media skills training,
keeping families together, minorities in
the gay world, women's issues,
educating the community, justice issues,
coming out in small communities and
rural areas, computer skills, parenting
and grandparenting issues, health
issues, status of same sex marriages
and many more. Special workshops will
help local PFLAG leaders plan for and
finance effective PFLAG chapters.
Suggestions for these seminars and
workshops have come from dozens of
PFLAG members throughout the US and
Canada.

Sunday will begin with a time of spiritual
reflection and celebration based on
Native American traditions. Sunday
morning Forums will enable us to think
creatively about issues and concerns in
our cities and neighborhoods. The
closing Sunday luncheon program wi!!
challenge us with the need to be
effective advocates of liberty and justice
for all.

The dinner and Celebration of Hoosier
Pride on Saturday evening in the
Indianapolis Convention Center's 500
Ballroom will feature a special program
of entertainment starring several of
Indiana's well known entertainers. These
talented people, many of them from the

Aug. 6 PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

Sept. 10 PFLAG Meeting

Sept. 28-
Oct. 1

PFLAG National
Convention in Indy, IN
(See article on p. 1)

.October National Gay, Lesbian,
and Bisexual History
Month
(See.article on p. 2)

Oct. 1 ~gLAG Me~ting

Oct. 11 National Coming Out
Day 1995

dinner program on Saturday evening
and for all SkillS hops, Seminars,
Workshops and Forums on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
For Registration and Convention
Information, please contact:

INDY95
PO Box 1406 Anderson, IN 46015-1406

Phone/FAX 317-644-3570
Email: kgprunty@aol.com

First class hotel accommodations at a
special rate of $90 per night for single or
double occupancy at the Hyatt Regency
Indianapolis will be held until August 29
after which reservations will be accepted
on a space available and rate available
basis. To make your reservations call
317-632-1234 and be sure to mention
that you are attending the International
PFLAG Convention so that you will .
receive the discounted rates.

You will enjoy staying at the Hyatt in the
center of Indianapolis. Located just
across the street from the Indiana state
capitol, the new Circle City Mall and the
RCA Dome and Convention Center, the
Hyatt provides an ideal setting for our
convention,

Look for more information on this
convention at the August and
September meetings.

Indy 95



Next Meeting July 9
What isSexual Addiction?

This month's meeting will feature
speakers from the group Sexual
Addicts Anonymous that meets at
Bering Church. This particular group
focuses on the needs of those that
are gay or lesbian. With the many
myths 'and stereotypes that surround
this issue, the August meeting will be
a time to learn the facts about this
addictive condition.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for family
members and friends that have
recently found out that a loved one
. ay or lesbian and groups geared

ards HIV+ as well as the Spouse
Support Group, follow the program.
These sessions are the heart of P-
FLAG, with families sharing their
journeys and learning' from each
other. We look forward to seeing
you at the next meeting! Come join
us!

INDY95: 14th International
PFLAGConvention

The INOY95 Convention begins on
Friday afternoon, September 29 and
ends on Sunday afternoon, October 1.
The shorter schedule saves one night of
hotel lodging for most delegates and
allows us to make effective use of the
time we do have. The convention
begins in the first days of Indiana's
beautiful autumn which will add, with
help from our meteorologists, a special
golden glow to convention activities.

With a theme guiding us toward love and

•
ptance, education and training are

center stage for the Indy95
convention -- the second of PFLAG's
three legged stool. The convention will
emphasize support, education and
advocacy. Friday will zero in on Support
and Sunday's emphasis will center on
Advocacy. Saturday, the major full day
of the convention, will offer many
workshops and seminars to enrich our
thinking and develop our skills.

The most important element in any
convention are the people who attend.
Without all kinds of people from all kinds
of places, most of us might not want to

,.d. It's the mix! It's the mix of
sity, of variety, of people young and

.Old, gay and straight, parents and kids,
friends, friends, and more friends. You
and a thousand other delegates are the
essential elements in INOY95. Come on
to Hoosierland!

Mel White, an' outstanding
communicator and a much published
writer and film producer, and special

Upcoming Events
Parents. Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

entertainment, will get Indy95 off to an
exciting start. By late Friday evening, we
will be happy we came to Indianapolis.
Me! has a great appreciation for PFLAG
and dedicated his book Stranger at the
Gate to us. Mel who had once ghost
written Pat Robertson's autObiography,
traveled to Virginia Beach in February to
persuade Robertson to change his anti-
gay rhetoric. When jailed by the
Robertson organization for
"trespassing," it was Mel's parents who
intervened and persuaded Robertson to
visit Mel in the Virginia Beach city jail
and arrange for his release. Robertson
has since said on his 700 Club that
violence against gays and lesbians
cannot be tolerated and that because
persons may differ in their beliefs, there
is no justification for harming each other. Oct. 11 National Coming Out

Day 1995
Seminars and WorkShops will deal with ~------=----------1
such concerns as conflict mediation,
religion and homosexuality, AIDS,
making campuses, high school and
college, safe for lesbian, gay and
bisexual students, media skills training,
keeping families together, minorities in
the gay world, women's issues,
educating the community, justice issues,
coming out in small communities and
rural areas, computer skills, parenting
and grandparenting issues, health
issues, status of same sex marriages
and many more. Special workshops will
help local PFLAG leaders plan for and
finance effective PFLAG chapters.
Suggestions for these seminars and
workshops have come from dozens of
PFLAG members throughout the US and
Canada.

Sunday will begin with a time of spiritual
reflection and celebration based on
Native American traditions. Sunday
morning Forums will enable us to think
creatively about issues and concerns in
our cities and neighborhoods. The
closing Sunday luncheon program wil!
challenge us with the need to be
effective advocates of liberty and justice
for all.

The dinner and Celebration of Hoosier
Pride on Saturday evening in the
Indianapolis Convention Center's 500
Ballroom will feature a special program
of entertainment starring several of
Indiana's well known entertainers. These
talented people, many of them from the

.gay community, include singers,
comedians, dancers and
instrumentalists.

The registration fee if received before
August 1 will be $175 per person ($220
'after August 1). This registration pays for
luncheons on Saturday and Sunday and
for the "Celebration of Hoosier Pride"

Aug. 6 .PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

Sept. 10 PFLAG Meeting

Sept. 28 ~
Oct. 1

PFLAG National
Convention in Indy, IN
(See article on p. 1)

.October National Gay, Lesbian,
and BisexuarHistory
Month
(See article on p. 2)

Oct. 1 PFLAGMeeting

dinner program on Saturday evening
and for all SkillShops, Seminars,
Workshops and Forums on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

For Registration and Convention
Information, please contact:

INDY95
PO Box 1406 Anderson, IN 46015-1406

Phone/FAX 317-644-3570
Email: kgprunty@aol.com

First class hotel accommodations at a
special rate of $90 per night for single or
double occupancy at the Hyatt Regency
Indianapolis will be held until August 29
after which reservations will be accepted
on a space available and rate available
basis. To make your reservations call
317-632-1234 and be sure to mention
that you are attending the International
PFLAG Convention so that you will
receive the discounted rates.

You will enjoy staying at the Hyatt in the
center of Indianapolis. Located just
across the street from the Indiana state
capitol, the new Circle City Mall and the
RCA Dome and Convention Center, the
Hyatt provides an ideal setting for our
convention.

Look for more information on this
convention at the August and
September meetings.

Indy 95
1995 PFLAG Convention



October is Gay, lesbian, and Bisexual History Month
Until quite recently, lesbians, bisexuals and gay men were excluded from historical
study. In much the same way that women, African-Americans and other ethnic
minorities have been erased from the historical record of the human family, the
contributions of gay and lesbian people nave-been-to quote Paul Monette, "buri-ed in
shallow ...graves." In many cases, key contributions were recognized, but questions
of sexual orientations were removed from the official record so as to not offend. The
recovery of stolen history is vital to the pursuit of freedom. Several authors have
made this point in recent works regarding lesbian & gay history.

'f' When, as a lesbian, I "turned to history to help me understand the social
arrangements which devalue me, and the lives and resistance of the women
before me, I found that history almost entirely unrecorded." Lisa Duggan,
"Frontiers", 1979.

'f' "Knowledge of Gay history helps restore a people to its past, to itself ...The Study
of the Gay past raises the question of whether this society can accommodate the
demands of America's dispossessed for power and control over the machinery
by which they make their lives." Jonathan Katz, "Gay American History".

'f' "Our stories have died with us long enough." Paul Monette, "Becoming a Man".

We have begun to create institutions that help us preserve our history. Community-
based gay & lesbian libraries and archives, gay/lesbian owned publishing and media,
and gay studies programs are just a few examples. Beginning this year, a concerted
effort will be made to identify October as Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual History Month.
Why celebrate October as Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual History Month?

1. To educate society about the contributions made by lesbians, bisexuals and gays
to the history of our world.

2. To reclaim our heroes and heroines whose contributions have been "sanitized" of
their sexual orientation to make them palatable to others.

3. To help in the identification of role models for the nation's gay & lesbian youth so
that they can see a future where they are valued regardless of their sexual 1..- _

orientation.

4. To preserve the stories of the struggles of everyday' men and women for life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness against those who would deny this simply
because of their sexual orientation.

l3~Clablell~ Reprin~J
lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Students' Billof Educational Rights

1. The,right to fair and factual information about sexual orientation in textbooks and
other classroom materials.

2. The right to unbiased information about the historical and continuing
contributions of lesbian, gay and bisexual people in all subject ares, including art,
literature, music, science, sports, and history, among others.

3. The right to positive role models, both in person and in the curriculum; the right
to accurate information about themselves, free of negative judgment, and
delivered by trained adults who do not only inform lesbian, gay and bisexual
students, but affirm them.

4. The right to attend schools free of verbal and physical harassment, where
education, not survival, is the priority.

5. The right to attend schools where respect and dignity for all students, including
lesbian, gay and bisexual students, is a standard set by the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, supported by Boards of Education, and uphold by every
principal and classroom teacher.

6. The right to be included in all support programs that exist to help teenagers deal
with the difficulties of adolescence.

7. The right to legislators who guarantee and fight for their constitutional freedoms,
rather than legislators, who reinforce hatred and prejudice.

8. The right to a heritage free of crippling self-hate and unchallenged
discrimination.

Adopted from Project 10 (Los Angeles Unified School District) and Project 21
resources. Project 21, GLAAD/SFBA, 514 Castro St. Suite B, San Francisco CA
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PFlAG Volunteers Round-Up
Calling all volunteers!!!!

PFLAG Houston has become one of the
larger and more effective PFLAG
Chapters nationwide. However, as we
continue to grow, we can't do this alone.
It requires the effort of each and
everyone of us. Events such as the
homophobia conference are the results
of hard work of many different
individuals within PFLAG Houston.

Each month the newsletter will now
feature requests for volunteers in a
different area. There are many different
and exciting areas that we will be moving
into in the near future. In order for all of
us to be effective in these ventures, we
will need the efforts of many volunteers
with different skills.

So here is this month's list. ... •'f' PFLAG Houston has been
approached by a local gay and'
lesbian publication to start a monthly
column entitled "Dear Mom & Dad."
The column· will address issues such
as coming out, relating to extended
family, and other family and friends
issues. We currently need a group
of individuals willing to share the
responsibility of writing the columns
each month.

'f' Money, Money, Money! Are you
good at raising money? We are
currently in need of volunteers
willing to research, evaluate, present
to the board, and implement various
fundraising ideas.

'f' There are many other times that
needs will come up during the month
for volunteers. PFLAG Houston will
now maintain a list of PFLAGers that
are willing to be volunteers when
available. If you are interested in
being on the volunteer list, plea
drop a note to VOLUNTEER LIS
P.O. Box 53796, Houston, TX
77052-3796

If you are interested in any of the other
opportunities, please call Doug
Upchurch or Tyler Reeves at 528-3684
and leave your name, number, &
interest.-

Lesbian & Gay History Month
c/o Gerber/Hart Gay & Lesbian Library &
Archives
3352 N. Paulina
(;hir.~nn " RnR!'i7



October is Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual History Month
Until quite recently, lesbians, bisexuals and gay men were excluded from historical
study. In much thesame way that women, African-Americans and other ethnic
minorities have been erased from the historical record of the human family, the
contributions of gay and lesbian people havebeen,io quote Paul Monette, "buried in
shallow ...graves." In many cases, key contributions were recognized, but questions
of sexual orientations were removed from the official record so as to not offend. The
recovery of stolen history is vital to the pursuit of freedom. Several authors have
made this point in recent works regarding lesbian & gay history.

T When, as a lesbian, I "turned to history to help me understand the social
arrangements which devalue me, and the lives and resistance of the women
before me, I found that history almost entirely unrecorded." Lisa Duggan,
"Frontiers", 1979.

T "Knowledge of Gay history helps restore a people to its past, to itself. ..The Study
of the Gay past raises the question of whether this society can accommodate the
demands of America's dispossessed for power and control over the machinery
by which they make their lives." Jonathan Katz, "Gay American History".

T "Our stories have died with us long enough." Paul Monette, "Becoming a Man".

We have begun to create institutions that help us preserve our history. Community-
based gay & lesbian libraries and archives, gay/lesbian owned publishing and media,
and gay studies programs are just a few examples. Beginning this year, a concerted
effort will be made to identify October as Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual History Month.
Why celebrate October as Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual History Month?

1. To educate society about the contributions made by lesbians, bisexuals and gays
to the history of our world.

2. To reclaim our heroes and heroines whose contributions have been "sanitized" of
their sexual orientation to make them palatable to others.

3. To help in the identification of role models for the nation's gay & lesbian youth so
that they can see a future where they are valued regardless of their sexual L- _

orientation.

4. To preserve the stories of the struggles of everyday men and women for life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness against those who would deny this simply
because of their sexual orientation.

5. To focus activities during one month of the year so that our efforts can be
coordinated and visible to all.

6. To accomplish all of this during an academic calendar month so that we can
educate our youth and young adults and reduce the likelihood that fear and hatred
of homosexuals will be propagated into the next generation.

For more information Look Here
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contributions of lesbian, gay and bisexual people in all subject ares, including art,
literature, music, science, sports, and history, among others.

3. The right to positive role models, both in person and in the curriculum; the right
to accurate information about themselves, free of negative judgment, and
delivered by trained adults who do not only inform lesbian, gay and bisexual
students, but affirm them.

4. The right to attend schools free of verbal and physical harassment, where
education, not survival, is the priority.

5. Theriqht to attend schools where respect and dignity for all students, including
lesbian, gay and bisexual students, is a standard set by the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, supported by Boards of Education, and uphold by every
principal and classroom teacher.

6. The right to be included in all support programs that exist to help teenagers deal
with the difficulties of adolescence.

7. The right to legislators who guarantee and fight for their constitutional freedoms,
rather than legislators, who reinforce hatred and prejudice.

8. The right to a heritage free of crippling self-hate and unchallenged
discrimination.

Adopted from Project 10 (Los Angeles Unified School District) and Project 21
resources. Project 21, GLAAD/SFBA, 514 Castro St. Suite B, San Francisco CA
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PFLAGVolunteers Round-Up
Calling all volunteers!!!!

PFLAG Houston has become one of the
larger and more effective PFLAG
chapters nationwide. However, as we
continue to grow, we can't do this alone.
It requires the effort of each and
everyone of us. Events such as the
homophobia conference are the results
of hard work of many different
individuals within PFLAG Houston.

Each month the newsletter will now
feature requests for volunteers in a
different area. There are many different
and exciting areas that we will be moving
into in the near future. In order for all of
us to be effective in these ventures, we
will need the efforts of many volunteers
with different skills.

So here is this month's list.... •T PFLAG Houston has been
approached by a local gay and
lesbian publication to start a monthly
column entitled "Dear Mom & Dad."
The column will address issues such
as coming out, relating to extended
family, and other family and friends
issues. We currently need a group
of individuals willing to share the
responsibility of writing the columns
each month.

T Money, Money, Money! Are you
good at raising money? We are
currently in need of volunteers
willing to research, evaluate, present
to the board, and implement various
fundraising ideas.

T There are many other times that
needs will come up during the month
for volunteers. PFLAG Houston will
now maintain a list of PFLAGers that
are willing to be volunteers when
available. If you are interested in
being on the volunteer list, Plea.
drop a note to VOLUNTEER LIS
P.O. Box 53796, Houston, TX
77052-3796

If you are interested in any of the other
opportunities, please call Doug
Upchurch or Tyler Reeves at 528-3684
and leave your name, number, &
interest. -

Lesbian & Gay History Month
c/o Gerber/Hart Gay & Lesbian Library &
Archives
3352 N. Paulina
Chicago, IL 60657

Fax (312) 883-3078
E-mail LGBHM@aol.com

If your organization would like to
participate in the celebration of Lesbian
& Gay History Month, e-mail
JCMP81A@Prodigy.com for
endorsement information.



Last month, we called for readers who are especially interested in advocacy to meet
together during the "small groups" portion of our July PFLAG meeting. I'm happy to
report that more than 30 people attended. This new group, or advocacy team,
began laying the groundwork for expanding PFLAG Houston's advocacy work.

One of our goals is to encourage PFLAGers to get to know their legislators,
developing ongoing dialogues with them so that they understand our deep concerns.
You may hear from a member of the advocacy team from time to time, asking you
to write a letter or make a phone call in relation to specific legislation.

Right now, the most important piece of legislation in front of us is ENDA, the
Employment Non Discrimination Act, which would prohibit employers from using a
person's sexual orientation as the basis for hiring, firing, promotion,. or
compensation. ENDA exempts small businesses (fewer than 15 employees) and
religious organizations, including educational institutions controlled or supported by
religious organizations. It does not apply to the uniformed members of the armed
forces, which means that it does not affect the law on gays in the military.

A bipartisan effort launched ENDA, introduced on June 23 by Senator Jim Jeffords,
(R-Vermont). Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) is a lead sponsor.

Across the county, PFLAG chapters are now setting to work to help build support for
ENDA. The top priority is to get legislators signed on as co-sponsors. The Human
Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF) has prepared a list of potential co-sponsors, and
recommends that advocates such as PFLAGers make their voices heard to those
legislators.

.ted below are the Houston-area legisi::3tors we want to address. I urge you to pick
up a pen, or turn or your computer, or pick up the phone, and contact the following,
ESPECIALLY if you are their constituent. If you live in Texas, you are a constituent
of the first legislator listed below.

From August 7- Sept. 5 is a "Congressional District Work Period," so you can
contact Houston-area legislators in their local offices.*

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, Hart Senate Office Bldg., Rm. 703; WaShington,
DC 20510; 202-224-5922, email: senator@Hutchinson.senate.gov.
Hutchison is not on the targeted co-sponsor list, but we think that ENDA is an
excellent topic to approach her with. She has voiced her support for non-
discrimination. Let her know how important ENDA is to you. Talk about
employment as a fundamental American value: the right of each person to
do his or her job and earn a living.

Congressman Ken Bentsen, 515 Rusk, Suite 12102, Houston, TX 77002; 713-
229-2244. Bentsen has indicated that he might consider signing on, and that
he would definitely vote for ENDA. He has already signed HRCF's
statement agreeing not to discriminate in hiring employees in his own office.
Your message to Bentsen can be that ENDA is a basic issue of right and
wrong, that you appreciate his standing up to the religious right on other
issues, and that you urge him to sign on as a co-sponsor to a bill that is so
important to you and your family.

Congressman Gene Green, 5502 Lawndale, Houston, TX 77023; 713-923-9961,
email: green@hr.house.gov. Green recently signed on as a co-sponsor.
Write to thank him and commend him for his stance. Let him know that

• ENDA is an issue that is very important to you.

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 1919 Smith, Houston, TX 77002: 713-655-
0050. Lee signed on to ENDA early. Write to thank her and to support her
in her stance. FYI, Lee was a speaker at PFLAG Houston's first Healing the
Hurt Conference in 1994. Make the connection, if you wish. Let her know
how important the issue of non-discrimination in the workplace is to you.

Congressman Bill Archer, 1003 Wirt Rd., Suite 311, Houston, TX 77055; 713-
467-7493. Archer is not on the potential co-sponsor list, but HRCF
recommends that we write him asking that he sign the non-discrimination
statement regarding hiring practices in his own office (see Bentsen, above).

Quoting from recent information sent out by PFLAG's national office: "Try to move
your representative to the next level of support of gay, lesbian and bisexual people
and their families. If your representative will not vote for ENDA, ask him or her for
a commitment to not vote at all. If your representative supports ENDA, ask him or

r.::~~ to become a co-sponsor. If your representative is already a co-sponsor, ask him
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BOOK CORNER
Instruction Book for Advocacy
"How to Make the World o Better

Place for Gays and Lesbians"
by Una Fahy

In her new book, Una Fahy presents 50
different ways that each of us, gay,
lesbian, and straight, can make the world
a better place for gays and lesbians ..
With titles such as "Understand
Homophobia," "Write a Letter to the
Editor," "Call, Write, or Visit Your
Representatives," and "Know Your
Enemy: The Religious Right", Fahy
presents informative and encouraging
thoughts on becoming an advocate for
gay and lesbian rights.

At the end of each section, the author
presents addresses and specific things
that each of us can do to impact our
society and surroundings. Whether you
are a candidate for advocate of the year,
or still getting your feet wet, this book can
give you a solid and sensible battle plan
as you speak out on behalf of your loved
ones.

The book has only 3 sections that are
specifically for gays and lesbians and 2
sections are specifically for
heterosexuals. The remainder of the
book is applicable to us all.

With its focus on countering and
combating homophobia, this practical
handbook will give you ideas and
encouragement that will empower you to
help improve the lives of millions of
American gays and lesbians and their
friends, families, and supporters.

How to Make the World a Better Place
for Gays and Lesbians by Una Fahy is
published by Warner Books and retails
for $9.99.

Each of us
CAN make
a difference
11I-- ..•..• __
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began laying the groundwork for expanding PFLAG Houston's advocacy work.

One of our goals is to encourage PFLAGers to get to know their legislators,
developing ongoing dialogues with them so that they understand our deep concerns.
You may hear from a member of the advocacy team from time to time, asking you
to write a letter or make a phone call in relation to specific legislation.

Right now, the most important piece of legislation in front of us is ENDA, the
Employment Non Discrimination Act, which would prohibit employers from using a
person's sexual orientation as the basis for hiring, firing, promotion, or
compensation. ENDA exempts small businesses (fewer than 15 employees) and
religious organizations, including educational institutions controlled or supported by
religious organizations. It does not apply to the uniformed members of the armed
forces, which means that it does not affect the law on gays in the military.

A bipartisan effort launched ENDA, introduced on June 23 by Senator Jim Jeffords,
(R-Vermont). Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) is a lead sponsor.

Across the county, PFLAG chapters are now setting to work to help build support for
ENDA. The top priority is to get legislators signed on as co-sponsors. The Human
Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF) has prepared a list of potential co-sponsors, and
recommends that advocates such as PFLAGers make their voices heard to those
legislators.

.ted below are the Houston-area leqisiators we want to address. I urge you to pick
up a pen, or turn or your computer, or pick up the phone, and contact the following,
ESPECIALLY if you are their constituent. If you live in Texas, you are a constituent
of the first legislator listed below.

From August 7- Sept. 5 is a "Congressional District Work Period," so you can
contact Houston-area legislators in their local offices.*

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, Hart Senate Office Bldg., Rm. 703; Washington,
DC 20510; 202-224-5922, email: senator@Hutchinson.senate.gov.
Hutchison is not on the targeted co-sponsor list, but we think that ENDA is an
excellent topic to approach her with. She has voiced her support for non-
discrimination. Let her know how important ENDA is to you. Talk about
employment as a fundamental American value: the right of each person to
do his or her job and earn a living.

Congressman Ken Bentsen, 515 Rusk, Suite 12102, Houston, TX 77002; 713-
229-2244. Bentsen has indicated that he might consider signing on, and that
he would definitely vote for ENDA. He has already signed HRCF's
statement agreeing not to discriminate in hiring employees in his own office.
Your message to Bentsen can be that ENDA is a basic issue of right and
wrong, that you appreciate his standing up to the religious right on other
issues, and that you urge him to sign on as a co-sponsor to a bill that is so
important to you and your family.

Congressman Gene Green, 5502 Lawndale, Houston, TX 77023; 713-923-9961,
email: green@hr.house.gov. Green recently signed on as a co-sponsor.
Write to thank him and commend him for his stance. Let him know that

• ENDA is an issue that is very important to you. .

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 1919 Smith, Houston, TX 77002: 713-655-
0050. Lee signed on to ENDA early. Write to thank her and to support her
in her stance. FYI, Lee was a speaker at PFLAG Houston's first Healing the
Hurt Conference in 1994. Make the connection, if you wish. Let her know
how important the issue of non-discrimination in the workplace is to you.

Congressman Bill Archer, 1003 Wirt Rd., Suite 311, Houston, TX 77055; 713-
467-7493. Archer is not on thepotential co-sponsor list, but HRCF
recommends that we write him asking that he sign the non-discrimination
statement regarding hiring practices in his own office (see Bentsen, above).

Quoting from recent information sent out by PFLAG's national office: "Try to move
your representative tothe next level of support of gay, lesbian and bisexual people
and their families. If your representative will not vote for ENDA, ask him or her for
a commitment to not vote at all. If your representative supports ENDA, ask him or

to become a co-sponsor. If your representative is already a co-sponsor, ask him
er to enlist the support of colleagues who do not support ENDA."

* Or write Senators at U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510.

Representatives at U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515

By phone, call the capital Switchboard: 202-224-3121

BOOK CORNER
Instruction Book for Advocacy
"How to Make the World a Better

Place for Gays and Lesbians"
by Una Fahy

In her new book, Una Fahy presents 50
different ways that each of us, gay,
lesbian, and straight, can make the world
a better place for gays and lesbians.
With titles such as "Understand
Homophobia," "Write a Letter to the
Editor," "Call, Write, or Visit Your
Representatives," and "Know Your
Enemy: The Religious Right", Fahy
presents informative and encouraging
thoughts on becoming an advocate for
gay and lesbian rights.

At the end of each section, the author
presents addresses and specific things
that each of us can do to impact our
society and surroundings. Whether you
are a candidate for advocate of the year,
or still getting your feet wet, this book can
give you a solid and sensible battle plan
as you speak out on behalf of your loved
ones.

The book has only 3 sections that are
specifically for gays and lesbians and 2
sections are specifically for
heterosexuals. The remainder of the
book is applicable to us all.

With its focus on countering and
combating homophobia, this practical
handbook will give you ideas and
encouragement that will empower you to
help improve the lives of millions of
American gays and lesbians and their
friends, families, and supporters.

How to Make the World a Better Place
for Gays and Lesbians by Una Fahy is
published by Warner Books and retails
for $9.99.

Each of us
CAN make
a difference
in the
world
we all
live in!



Austin Methodist Minister AHracts National Bishops' AHention
Methodist Leaders Issue Positive Statement for Gays and Lesbians PFLAG

FLYERAt the end of April, Reverend Charles Moore of the Grace United Methodist Church
in Austin felt that it was time to call attention to what he believed was one of the great
injustices in our society: discrimination against homosexual persons. He entered
into a fast in order to call the attention of the General Conference of the United
Methodist Church(UMC) and the Council of Bishops of the UMC to this issue. Rev.
Moore will be our guest speaker at the September 10th meeting of PFLAG Houston.
We will hear much more about his incredible story at that time. For now, here are ~.••:;;<"lZ· •••iOiic•••,.,::;~ ••:;:W::r. :;:•••••.• :::;;OK:;:;' .•••.'m~'=.:;:;';::·;;:""="""",=·""::;:-,,,::::<:::_~~::::::.":;::,•• =,o
portions of declaration the Council of Bishops made in response to this effort of one person.

"In the face of escalating violence against gay and lesbian persons and in keeping with the commitment of the 1992 The
General Conference of The United Methodist Church, The Council of Bishops

.•. declares any behavior against gay and lesbian persons that violates civil rights to be unacceptable and wrong,

.•. confesses our own failure if by our inaction we have contributed to ostracism, stigma, unnecessary suffering, denial of civil
and human rights, torture, persecution, and pains inflicted,

.•. calls on each United Methodist congregation to be ,

~ a place of hospitality where all people are welcomed into its redemptive fellowship

~ and a center of learning about the nature of homosexuality, using the United Methodist study guide on homosexuality ..."

'The Council of Bishops invites all United Methodists to enter prayerfully into discussion on the matter of homosexuality in an
attitude of respect for all persons, with a desire to strengthen relationships among people with varying viewpoints, and with a
commitment to reflect the Spirit of Christ in such discussion."

Althought the Council of Bishops still recognizes the anti-gay statement in the Book of Discipline that does "not condone the
practice of homosexuality," the above statements represent a very serious step in the right direction on what has been a very
long journey, Rev. Moore received 7 negative letters during his fast. He received over 50 positive and supportive letters. Here
are some of the positive comments he received: "I am truly humbled by your dedication to an extremely controversial cause
and the risk you have taken to speak out on behalf of my daughter and the entire homosexual community. I am forever
indebted to you." "You give Christianity a good name." "It is a rare individual that is willing to bring attention to the pain.
others by causing pain & discomfort to himself. I feel lucky to know you."

Be sure to attend the September meeting to hear Rev. Moore. You might want to bring a friend from church while you're at it!
© .
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ANSWERING THEAMENS OF HATE WITH GAY PRIDE
Thursday, June 22, 1995, by Gabriel Rotello

New York - Every year around this time I get antsy about the term "gay pride." This third week in June is, if anybody needs
reminding, "lesbian and gay pride week." It is marked by "pride" festivals where people wear "pride" T-shirts and buy "pride"
souvenirs and go to "pride" parties and "pride" dances. The whole thing culminates on Sunday - called "Lesbian and Gay Pride
Day" in most places - when "pride" committees put on "pride" marches where we carry our "pride" flags and ...well, you get the
idea.

As a cynical New Yorker living in the shame and sleaze capital of the world, all this seems a bit much. But just when my lip begins
to curl and I start insinuating darkly to anyone who'll listen that pride surely goeth before a you-know-what, along comes a book
like "Prayers for Bobby" to put me in my place. "Prayers for Bobby," (HarperCollins) by veteran journalist Leroy Aarons, is about
a young gay man without pride, and the Christian fundamentalist mom who helped make him that way.

Bobby Griffith was fully aware of his sexuality at an early age, and his self awareness filled him with shame. His suburban
California family, unaware of his secret, wasn't much help. "They've said they hate gays," he wrote in his diary at fifteen, "and
even God hates gays, too. It really scares me when they talk that way because they are talking about me."

A short time later Bobby came out to his family, and for the next five years his mother worked tirelessly to change him. Mary
Griffith prayed for Bobby, shamed him, nagged him, degraded him, and helped convince him that he was despicable. "I will kill
the evil force inside me," Bobby pledged to his diary at one point. But pray as he might, he could not killthat force - his god given
capacity to love. So at age twenty, Bobby threw himself under a tractor-trailer, killing himself.

This happens all the time in America. A government report a few years ago indicated that up to 35 per cent of all gay kids au.
suicide at least once, and far too many succeed: three out of ten youth suicides, it said, involve gay and lesbian adolescents.
almost never hear about them, but in this case Bobby left an eloquent diary detailing his inner turmoil, which his fundamentalist
mom read. Mary Griffith eventually realized that neither Satan nor homosexuality had killed her son. He was slain by a profound
lack of self love that she had helped foster.

In short, a lack of gay pride.

A good woman, Mary became active in gay causes. Her first speech as an activist was before a local city council meeting
crammed with her old fundamentalist colleagues. "When the clergy condemns a homosexual person to hell and eternal
damnation," she told the hostile crowd in her flat, restrained voice, "we the congregation echo 'Amen.' I did not know that each
time I echoed 'Amen' ...each time I referred to Bobby as sick, perverted, and a danger to our children, his self esteem and
personal worth were being destroyed.

"There are children like Bobby sitting in your congregations. Unknown to you, they will be listening to your 'Amen's as they
Silently cry out to God in their hearts. Before you echo 'Amen' in your home and place of worship, think and remember. A child
is listening."

- - - _I • &:11.- .•.••••• :.•••.••••••.•.•••••••; ••••••••••,..,~ ,,_"'~' ~
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portions of declaration the Council of Bishops made in response to this effort of one person.

"In the face of escalating violence against gay and lesbian persons and in keeping with the commitment of the 1992 The
General Conference of The United Methodist Church, The Council of Bishops

Y declares any behavior against gay and lesbian persons that violates civil rights to be unacceptable and wrong,

Y confesses our own failure if by our inaction we have contributed to ostracism, stigma, unnecessary suffering, denial of civil
and human rights, torture, persecution, and pains inflicted,

y calls on each United Methodist congregation to be

~ a place of hospitality where all people are welcomed into its redemptive fellowship

~ and a center of learning about the nature of homosexuality, using the United Methodist study guide on homosexuality ..."

"The Council of Bishops invites all United Methodists to enter prayerfully into discussion on the matter of homosexuality in an
attitude of respect for all persons, with a desire to strengthen relationships among people with varying viewpoints, and with a
commitment to reflect the Spirit of Christ in such discussion."

Althought the Council of Bishops still recognizes the anti-gay statement in the Book of Discipline that does "not condone the
practice of homosexuality," the above statements represent a very serious step in the right direction on what has been a very
long journey. Rev. Moore received 7 negative letters during his fast. He received over 50 positive and supportive letters. Here
are some of the positive comments he received: "I am truly humbled by your dedication to an extremely controversial cause
and the risk you have taken to speak out on behalf of my daughter and the entire homosexual community. I am forever
indebted to you." "You give Christianity a good name." "It is a rare individual that is willing to bring attention to the pain
others by causing pain & discomfort to himself. I feel lucky to know you."

Be sure to attend the September meeting to hear Rev. Moore. You might want to bring a friend from church while you're at it!
e

ANSWERING THE AMENS OF HATE WITH GAY PRIDE
Thursday, June 22, 1995, by Gabriel Rotello

New York - Every year around this time I get antsy about the term "gay pride." This third week in June is, if anybody needs
reminding, "lesbian and gay pride week." It is marked by "pride" festivals where people wear "pride" T-shirts and buy "pride"
souvenirs and go to "pride" parties and "pride" dances. The whole thing culminates on Sunday - called "Lesbian and Gay Pride
Day" in most places - when "pride" committees put on "pride" marches where we carry our "pride" flags and ...well, you get the
idea.

As a cynical New Yorker living in the shame and sleaze capital of the world, all this seems a bit much. But just when my lip begins
to curl and I start insinuating darkly to anyone who'll listen that pride surely goeth before a you-know-what, along comes a book
like "Prayers for Bobby" to put me in my place. "Prayers for Bobby," (HarperCollins) by veteran journalist Leroy Aarons, is about
a young gay man without pride, and the Christian fundamentalist mom who helped make him that way.

Bobby Griffith was fully aware of his sexuality at an early age, and his self awareness filled him with shame. His suburban
California family, unaware of his secret, wasn't much help. "They've said they hate gays," he wrote in his diary at fifteen, "and
even God hates gays, too. It really scares me when they talk that way because they are talking about me."

A short time later Bobby came out to his family, and for the next five years his mother worked tirelessly to change him. Mary
Griffith prayed for Bobby, shamed him, nagged him, degraded him, and helped convince him that he was despicable. "I will kill
the evil force inside me," Bobby pledged to his diary at one point. But pray as he might, he could not kill that force - his god given
capacity to love. So at age twenty, Bobby threw himself under a tractor-trailer, killing himself.

This happens all the time in America. A government report a few years ago indicated that up to 35 per cent of all gay kids att
suicide at least once, and far too many succeed: three out of ten youth suicides, it said, involve gay and lesbian adolescents.
almost never hear about them, but in this case Bobby left an eloquent diary detailing his inner turmoil, which his fundamentalist
mom read. Mary Griffith eventually realized that neither Satan nor homosexuality had killed her son. He was slain by a profound
lack of self love that she had helped foster.

In short, a lack of gay pride.

A good woman, Mary became active in gay causes. Her first speech as an activist was before a local city council meeting
crammed with her old fundamentalist colleagues. "When the clergy condemns a homosexual person to hell and eternal
damnation," she told the hostile crowd in her flat, restrained voice, "we the congregation echo 'Amen.' I did not know that each
time I echoed 'Arnen'Leach time I referred to Bobby as sick, perverted, and a danger to our children, his self esteem and
personal worth were being destroyed.

"There are children like Bobby sitting in your congregations. Unknown to you, they will be listening to your 'Amen's as they
Silently cry out to God in their hearts. Before you echo 'Amen' in your home and place of worship, think and remember. A child
is listening."

Lesbian and gay kids are indeed listening. But each June, when the airwaves and newspapers are filled with stories of "ga
lesbian pride," some may be listening to that as well. As long as the amens of hate echo in the homes and schools and chur s
of America, searing the souls of gay youth, '~gay pride" must, and will, echo back. Not as an empty slogan, not as cheerleading,
but as a necessary antidote to shame.

Copyright 1995 - Gabriel Rotello, NEW YORK NEWSDAY

Editor's Note: Even though we have already had one article on Leroy Aaron's new book Prayers for Bobby, I felt this one
presented it from a very different perspective. Pride can sometimes be a matter of life or death.
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Gay and Lesbian Characters abound in current films V~ Page 5 :
With the upcoming release of "Jefferey" and the previous releases of movies such as -- ,",',*_.;l",' ••••••• ••••••• - --- """'- •.,,1

"Priest", "The Sum of Us", and "The Incredibly True Adventures of Two Girls in Love", Notes from the Editor
mainstream cinema is seeing a large increase in 'the number of films with gay or by Doug Upchurch
lesbian themes. Historically, films with gay or lesbian themes have been limited to
independent production companies with little known actors. I don't know about you, but after the July

meeting I was flying high! What a
On August 18, the film version of the hugely successful stage play "Jefferey" will look positive experience that was. Thanks to
a little different. Starring Steven Weber of "Wings" fame, Patrick Stewart(known for Barbara Winston and all those that
his role as Jean-Luc Picard of "Star Trek: The Next Generation", and Sigoumey spoke! All of your stories encourage
Weaver, "Jefferey" features these and other well known actors and actresses in this each of us in our own journey.
exciting venture into mainstream cinema for experienced screenwriter and playwright
Paul Rudnick. Rudnick has written the screenplays for such successes as "Sister
Act", 'The Addams Family", and "Addams Family Values." This film will open at the
Greenway Plaza 3 Theaters on August 18.

"The Incredibly True Adventures of Two Girls in Love" is a comedy about 2 teenage
girls falling in love forthe first time ...with each other. This refreshing film takes a look
at the old-fashioned coming of age story from the perspective of 2 young lesbians.

The curtain doesn't seem to be closing on this area either. Robert Altman has
announced plans to make a film version of Tony Kushner's "Angels in America." A
remake of the French film "La Cage Aux Folies" has been reported to star Robin

1·lIiams.Even Patrick Swayze and Wesley Snipes will star as 3 drag queens
eling across the country in the fall film "To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything,

re Newmar."

Notes on Membership
1. You join our local chapter for one year at a time. Your expiration date is shown

on the mailing label.
2. We occasionally send out reminders that it is time to renew, but you always can

do so with the form included in each newsletter.
3. At the meetings, members register by checking off their name on the clipboard.

If your membership is overdue, your name won't be listed.
4. In that case, just write in your name (and any address/phone update). Get a

renewal form from membership desk.
5. You do not need to join or renew as a national member. (It is mainly for people

living where no local chapter exists.)
6. We send National $8 annually for each member/couple to enroll them as national

members.
7. National members automatically get the national newsletter and other items,

mailed "open."
8. Check the appropriate box on the renewal form if you don't want to get these

mailings.

Perhaps it was the July meeting or
perhaps it is reality, but things seem to be
looking up. Don't get me wrong, I'm not
saying our battle is even close to
finished. But as you read this issue of the
newsletter, there are several positive
signs of change.

With the United Methodist Council of
Bishops issuing their statement,
Hollywood releasing mainstream films
with positive portrayals of gays and
lesbians, PFLAG Houston's plans for a
bus trip to DC, and many other positive
news, it seems as if more and more
individuals are hearing our message.

I am not very good at advocacy letters.
But tonight I received a phone call from
a PFLAG mom. She was organizing
PFLAGers to write thank you letters to
Sheila Jackson Lee for her support of
ENDA. It's one thing to have someone
mention letter writing in a monthly
meeting or in the newsletter, but when
someone calls you in person, it is a little
different. No, it shouldn't be, but it was.
Thanks for the call! The note is in the
mail.

Please continue to send in your articles
or letters for the Flyer. As always, I can
be reached at either 528-3684 by phone,
1903 Portsmouth #6, Houston TX 77098
by mail, or DougUp67@aol.com by e-
mail! The deadline for the September
newsletter is Auqust 18. © ., .•.

~--------------------------------------------------------J~--------------------------------------------------------
Join Usin the Work of P-FlAG

P-FLAG Houston belongs to the national organization Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc, with more than
350 local chapters and contacts. Our chapter is made up of parents, families and friends of lesbian and gay persons, and of
lesbians and gay men. The financial support of members and contributors enables our chapter to expand our outreach to the
community.

1/ We would like to join P-FLAG HOUSTON.
Family/Couple: $40_
Individual: $25 __
StudenULimited Income: $10 __

Your donation is tax deductible
P-FLAG Houston is a Non-Profit
501 (c)(3) organization

(1.0. #76-0372-170)

1/ We don't wish to join, but would like to contribute to the work of P-FLAG HOUSTON $ _ ..

I \ MI I.
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Next Meeting September 10
Homosexuality & the Methodist

Church: One Man's Fight
Rev. Charles Moore, a United
Methodist minister in Austin, TX,
recently gained the attention of the
General Council of Bishops for his
denomination. How? By fasting in
order to call attention to the
injustices done by the Methodist
Church doctrine, he gained the
attention of not only his church
leadership, but also of gay and
lesbian groups across Texas. Rev.
Moore will be joining us this month to
talk about his experience as well as
the exciting outcome of his fast.

AG small group discussions,
I cluding a special group for family
members and friends that have
recently found out that a loved one is
gay or lesbian and groups geared
towards HIV Concerns as well as the
Spouse Support Group, follow the
program. These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families
sharing their journeys and learning
from each other. We look forward to
seeing you at the next meeting!

l

Marriage Project News
Status Update from Lambda

Thank you for your support of the
Marriage Resolution. You became part
of the first wave of signatories-leaders
in the work of engaging the American
public on the freedom to marry,
solidifying our supporters, and reaching
out to the persuadable open-minded
middle. Before we have even begun to
do the public education work necessary,

oils show that one-third of the public is
ady with us, and at least another

lrd is reachable. Now we are ready for
the second wave.

Doing marriage rights work with groups
such as yours around the country, and
based on research into the public's
understanding of our effort to end
government interference with couples
who wish to marry, we have made some
changes in the language of the
Resolution. As we all do our part to
enlist the second wave of signers, the
new language is:

E MARRIAGE RESOLUTION

The Official Newsletter of
Parents, Families, and Friends of

Lesbians and Gays of Houston, TX
PO Box 53796

Houston, Texas 77052-3796
Helpline: 713-867-9020

your organization as supporting the
Resolution, unless for some reason you
would prefer that we remove your name.
I apoloqize for the inconvenience of
having to revote at boards or full
meetings (the price of being in the first
wave), but of course promoting
discussion is one of the goals of the
Resolution. We do believe the language
and themes of the new version will be
most effective. All of us should now
make sure that our brochures, talking
points, materials, etc. contain this
version of the Marriage Resolution,
preferably along with a tear-off sheet
requesting organizations to sig nand
return their contact info to Lambda's
Marriage Project as the central
repository of signatories (list available to
all at any time).

Finally, to keep discussion of, and
support for, gay people's right to marry
"snowballing," we ask that you go the
next step of asking other organizations to
adopt the Marriage Resolution. If
everyone who has signed on so far
summons ten more, and they ten more,
we will then have a mighty coalition (and
will ask you to go to the next step ...).

Thanks for all your work so far, and your
work and outreach to come!

Marriage Project
Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund
666 Broadway, Suite 1200
New York, NY 10012
(212) 995-8585

Local Law Firm Changes
Discrimination Policy

Following Growing Trend in US
Houston's largest law firm has added a
policy of not discriminating against
employees based on sexual orientation
following a growing trend among big
companies and law firms.

Managing Partner Harry Reasoner said
the new handbook doesn't change
anything at his firm-it has told law
schools for several years that it doesn't
discriminate based on sexual orientation.
Many top law schools won't let recruiters
on campus unless they certify that their
law firms don't discriminate aqainst

and Williams, Birnberg & Andersen have
had official policies banning
discrimination based on sexual
orientation for a couple of years, the
addition of Vinson & Elkins to the list
was a big step.

"A lot in our society is following the big
guy," said Mitchell Katine, a partner with
Williams, Birnberg & Andersen and a
gay activist in Houston.

"It makes it safe for the smaller and
medium-size firms to do the same thing,"
Katine said.

Vinson & Elkins' policy sends a symbolic
message to its staff that it evaluates
people based on merit, said Christopher
Bacon, an assistant federal public
defender and president of the Bar
Association for Human Rights in
Houston, which represents gay and
lesbian lawyers.

The new policy also shows Vinson &
Elkins doesn't tolerate discrimination,
said Bacon, who used to work at the law
firm.

The policy also makes it easier for
management to deal with discrimination
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Marriage Project News
Status Update from Lambda

Thank you for your support of the
Marriage Resolution. You became part
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do the public education work necessary,
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Doing marriage rights work with groups
such as yours around the country, and
based on research into the public's
understanding of our effort to end
government interference with couples
who wish to marry, we have made some
changes, in the language of the
Resolution. As we all do our part to
enlist the second wave of signers, the
new language is:

E MARRIAGE RESOLUTION

acause marriage is a basic human right
and an individual personal choice,
RESOLVED, the State should not
interfere with same-gender couples who
choose to marry and share fully and
equally in the rights, responsibilities, and
commitment of civil marriage.

Since the goal and substance remain the
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requesting organizations to sign and
return their contact info to Lambda's
Marriage Project as the central
repository of signatories (list available to
all at any time).

Finally, to keep discussion of, and
support for, gay people's right to marry
"snowballing," we ask that you go the
next step of asking other organizations to
adopt the Marriage Resolution. If
everyone who has signed on so far 12-""::":'''''::'':'''''::'':'---''''::'':'''''::'':'--':''':'''''::'':'--':''':'--':''':'''''::'':'...:...-t

summons ten more, and they ten more, and Williams, Birnberg & Andersen have
we will then have a mighty coalition (and had official policies banning
will ask you to go to the next step ...). discrimination based on sexual

orientation for a couple of years, the
Thanks for all your work so far, and your addition of Vinson & Elkins to the list
work and outreach to come! was a big step.

Marriage Project "A lot in' our society is following the big
Lambda Legal Defense and Education guy," said Mitchell Katine, a partner with
Fund Williams, Birnberg & Andersen and a
666 Broadway, Suite 1200 gay activist in Houston.
New York, NY 10012
(212) 995-8585 "It makes it safe for the smaller and

medium-size firms to do the same thing,"
Local Law Firm Changes Katine said.

Discrimination Policy
Vinson & Elkins' policy sends a symbolic

Following Growing Trend in US message to its staff that it evaluates
Houston's largest law firm has added a people based on merit, said Christopher
policy of not discriminating against Bacon, an assistant federal public
employees based on sexual orientation defender and president of the Bar
following a growing trend among big Association for Human Rights in
companies and law firms. Houston, which represents gay and

Managing Partner Harry Reasoner said lesbian lawyers.
the new handbook doesn't change The new policy also shows Vinson &
anything at his firm-it has told law Elkins doesn't tolerate discrimination,
schools for several years that it doesn't said Bacon, who used to work at the law
discriminate based on sexual orientation. firm.
Many top law schools won't let recruiters
on campus unless they certify that their. The policy also makes it easier for
law firms don't discriminate against management to deal with discrimination

complaints, Bacon said. Offenders have
employees based on sexual orientation.. h d tl clairnlnq the didn't knowa ar ime I y
Companies are forbidden by federal law they were doing anything wrong by
to discriminate against employees making jokes or harassing others when
because of sex, race, age, national origin there's an official policy stating the firm
or religion, but the law does not cover doesn't tolerate such behavior.
sexual orientation.

Anti-discrimination employment policies
While other firms such as Baker & Botts based on sexual orientation are also a

trend at the nation's biggest companies.
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A Letter To PFLAG Dads

By Pat Rickey

I am a PFLAG dad who would like to think out loud with all of you other PFLAG dads
out there. Why is it that we dads seem to have a harder time in fully accepting our
gay and lesbian children than the PFLAG moms? Not true you say? "I'm OK with
it, I just don't see any reason to talk about it" might be a typical statement. My feeling
is that if we aren't willing to talk about it, we're not really OK. In some cases, the
dads will readily admit they have some serious problems with their childrens'
disclosures that they are gay or lesbian. Of course there are exceptions, as some
of our most active and supportive members are the dads, but we are definitely in the
minority.

Maybe dads have more rigid views of what is acceptable in how their kids should
turnout. Maybe we think it's manly to "keep a stiff upper lip" and not talk about
things that are on our minds. Maybe we just simply have more trouble saying "I love
you" when our kids, gay or straight, need it the most. Maybe I'm all wet, too. Right
or wrong, it's a feeling I have had for some time. PFLAG needs more dads who
realize that their children did not choose to be gay, can never change, and need our
active support to feel OK about themselves and to lead as normal a life as possible
in our homophobic society. I don't pretend to be any expert, but I'd like to offer a few
thoughts for whatever they might be worth to any of you other dads.

.•. When your child comes out to you, remember he or she is the same wonderful
kid you always thought they were. Nothing has changed except your
information.

.•. Get some information. (I think dads are more hung up on facts than moms).
PFLAG has a great lending library, or help line volunteers can make suggestions
about good reading material.

.•. Talk to somebody about how you feel, even if it's hard. (If you don't know anyone
to talk to, try me. I promise I'll be a good listener. Tell the help line volunteer to
ask Pat Rickey to call you as promised in this note).

.•. Give yourself some time. We're all taught to be homophobic, so it's a rare dad
who doesn't have some initial problems to work through. I know I did. -

.•. Please remember to tell your kid you love them -- out loud -- in those words.
They really need it a lot, and you probably do too.

Hang in there dads! I'll see you at PFLAG!

Pat Rickey, proud father of a wonderful lesbian daughter and a wonderful straight

daughter. Reality Check: Discrimination Still Exists!
FUNERAL HOME FIRESTWO MEN FOR BEING GAY

On June 1, after receiving anonymous poison pen letters referencing two male
employee's same-sex orientation, and after being on the receiving end of three
separate acts of sophomoric vandalism, Ford & Sons Funeral Home in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, fired the two men-in the same termination letter no less.
According to the funeral home's attorney, the owners feared more vandalism. So
they simply discharged the men rather than take the time and effort required to
pursue a more just solution with civic leaders and law enforcement officials. "People
aren't supposed to be like me [Gay] in Southeast Missouri," complained one of the
employees. "This was a witch hunt. It's like firing a black employee after the KKK
burns a cross on the employer's lawn." .

The evil epistles in this particular case were sent not only to Ford & Sons Funeral
Home but also to other area businesses and a few private citizens, clearly with the
intent to engage the baser side of the recipients. "Would your loved one want a
homosexual taking care of them when they die?" the letter queried in mock
innocence,as if a corpse-would have any-thoughts on the matter at all. Someone,
possibly the author of that irrational sentiment, also slayed two possums, leaving
them as macabre decoration on Ford & Sons property. What a treat for the
neighbors, some of whom no doubt had impressionable children. In addition, an egg
was smashed open on one of the funeral parlor's hearses. I'm sure neighbors and
residents were ·thinking, "Gee, I sure hope no one eggs my car." Sadly, the entire
town of Cape Girardeau had to endure the month-long hate campaign, and very likely
O\lonl ,...iti7on in th!lt tn\Aln fQlt c:::nrTlo\Ain~t rlirninichorl n\l it
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PFLAG Volunteers Round-Up
Calling all volunteers!!!!

PFLAG Houston has become one of the
larger and more effective PFLAG
chapters nationwide. However, as we
continue to grow, we can't do this alone.
It requires the effort of each and
everyone of us. Events such as the
homophobia conference are the results
of hard work of many different individuals
within PFLAG Houston.

Each month the newsletter will now
feature requests for volunteers in a
different area. There are many different
and exciting areas that we will be moving
into in the near future. In order for all of
us to be effective in these ventures, we
will need the efforts of many volunteers
with different skills.

So here is this month's list.... •.•. PFLAG Houston has always been a
very social group. Two upcoming
events: the Winter Holiday Party
(early December) and the all new
PFLAG Fall Picnic (mid-October). If
you would like to help with the
organization and/or planning of
either of these two events, please
contact Doug Upchurch or Tyler
Reeves at (713)528-3684.

.•. There are many other times that
needs will come up during the month
for volunteers. PFLAG Houston will
now maintain a list of PFLAGers that
are willing to be volunteers when
available. If you are interested in
being on the volunteer list, please
drop a note to VOLUNTEER LIST,
P.O. Box 53796, Houston, TX
77052-3796

If you are interested in any of the other
opportunities, please call Doug Upchurch
or Tyler Reeves at 528-3684 and lee

Texas Freedom Alliance Mtg
Group to Battle Radical Right

On September 21, Cecile Richards,
daughter of former Gov. Ann Richards,
will be presenting information on how we
can battle the grass roots movement of
the radical right in upcoming local
elections in Houston. This presentation
of the Texas Freedom Alliance will be
held at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church, near the Museum of Fine Arts,
from 6:30pm-9:30pm. A viewing of the
c:hnrt film "In Thl3ir ("""hAin \J\/nrrlc:" IAlill ~
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gay and lesbian children than the PFLAG moms? Not true you say? "I'm OK with
it, I just don't see any reason to talk about it" might be a typical statement. My feeling
is that if we aren't willing to talk about it, we're not really OK. In some cases, the
dads will readily admit they have some serious problems with their childrens'
disclosures that they are gay or lesbian. Of course there are exceptions, as some
of our most active and supportive members are the dads, but we are definitely in the
minority.

Maybe dads have more rigid views of what is acceptable in how their kids should
turnout. Maybe we think it's manly to "keep a stiff upper lip" and not talk about
things that are on our minds. Maybe we just simply have more trouble saying "I love
you" when our kids, gay or straight, need it the most. Maybe I'm all wet, too. Right
or wrong, it's a feeling I have had for some time. PFLAG needs more dads who
realize that their children did not choose to be gay, can never change, and need our
active support to feel OK about themselves and to lead as normal a life as possible
in our homophobic society. I don't pretend to be any expert, but I'd like to offer a few
thoughts for whatever they might be worth to any of you other dads.

~ When your child comes out to you, remember he or she is the same wonderful
kid you always thought they were. Nothing has changed except your
information.

~ Get some information. (I think dads are more hung up on facts than moms).
PFLAG has a great lending library, or help line volunteers can make suggestions
about good reading material.

~ Talk to somebody about how you feel, even if it's hard. (If you don't know anyone
to talk to, try me. I promise I'll be a good listener. Tell the help line volunteer to
ask Pat Rickey to call you as promised in this note).

~ Give yourself some time. We're all taught to be homophobic, so it's a rare dad
- who doesn't have some initial problems to work through. I know I did.

~ Please remember to tell your kid you love them -- out loud -- in those words.
They really need it a lot, and you probably do too.

Hang in there dads! I'll see you at PFLAG!

Pat Rickey, proud father of a wonderful lesbian daughter and a wonderful straight

daughter. Reality Check: Discrimination Still Exists!
FUNERAL HOME FIRESTWO MEN FOR BEING GAY

On June 1, after receiving anonymous poison pen letters referencing two male
employee's same-sex orientation, and after being on the receiving end of three
separate acts of sophomoric vandalism, Ford & Sons Funeral Home in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, fired the two men-in the same termination letter no less.
According to the funeral home's attorney, the owners feared more vandalism. So
they simply discharged the men rather than take the time and effort required to
pursue a more just solution with civic leaders and law enforcement officials. "People
aren't supposed to be like me [Gay] in Southeast Missouri," complained one of the
employees. "This was a witch hunt. It's like firing a black employee after the KKK
burns a cross on the employer's lawn."

The evil epistles in this particular case were sent not only to Ford & Sons Funeral
Home but also to other area businesses and a few private citizens, clearly with the
intent to engage the baser side of the recipients. "Would your loved one want a
homosexual taking care of them when they die?" the letter queried in mock
innocence+as if a corpse- would h-ave-any-thoughts on the matter at all. Someone,
possibly the author of that irrational sentiment, also slayed two possums, leaving
them as macabre decoration on Ford & Sons property. What a treat for the
neighbors, some of whom no doubt had impressionable children. In addition, an egg
was smashed open on one of the funeral parlor's hearses. I'm sure neighbors and
residents were thinking, "Gee, I sure hope no one eggs my car." Sadly, the entire
town of Cape Girardeau had to endure the month-long hate campaign, and very likely
every citizen in that town felt somewhat diminished by it.

All acts of violence and vengeance leave us feeling weakened and vulnerable,
quivering bundles of raw emotion-fear, anger, desperation.

We don't, however, have to become victims of such divisiveness. If we really mean
what we say about putting the family first, then it seems imperative that we act as if
we know what a family is. We need to rally around one another. When injustice
happens to anyone of us, in what ever form, we must respond as if it had happened
to a parent, sibling, spouse, or child.

rTLI"\\.::I' YOIUIIlt't'I::i rcouncr-up
Calling all volunteers!!!!

PFLAG Houston has become one of the
larger and more effective PFLAG
chapters nationwide. However, as we
continue to grow, we can't do this alone.
It requires the effort of each and
everyone of us. Events such as the
homophobia conference are the results
of hard work of many different individuals
within PFLAG Houston.

Each month the newsletter will now
feature requests for volunteers in a
different area. There are many different
and exciting areas that we will be moving
into in the near future. In order for all of
us to be effective in these ventures, we
will need the efforts of many volunteers
with different skills.

So here is this month's list....

~ PFLAG Houston has always been a
very social group. Two upcoming
events: the Winter Holiday Party
(early December) and the all new
PFLAG Fall Picnic (mid-October). If
you would like to help with the
organization and/or planning of
either of these two events, please
contact Doug Upchurch or Tyler
Reeves at (713)528-3684.

~ There are many other times that
needs will come up during the month
for volunteers. PFLAG Houston will
now maintain a list of PFLAGers that
are willing to be volunteers when
available. If you are interested in
being on the volunteer list, please
drop a note to VOLUNTEER LIST,
P.O. Box 53796, Houston, TX
77052-3796

If you are interested in any of the other
opportunities, please call Doug Upchurch
or Tyler Reeves at 528-3684 and Ie

Texas Freedom Alliance Mtg
Group to Battle Radical Right

On September 21, Cecile Richards,
daughter of former Gov. Ann Richards,
will be presenting information on how we
can battle the grass roots movement of
the radical right in upcoming local
elections in Houston. This presentation
of the Texas Freedom Alliance will be
held at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church, near the Museum of Fine Arts,
from 6:30pm-9:30pm. A viewing of the
short film "In Their Own Words" will
take place at the meeting. This film us
actual clips and interviews of radical right
activists to show the hatred and anger
their movement is inflamed with.

Make an effort to attend this unique
meeting and learn more about fighting
the radical right with grass roots
action!



-roae-eher, We Wlill
by Gail Rickey

eA--EmPIOyment Non Discrimination Act--is the prime issue that PFLAG Houston ~;9;JSeptember 1995'
is focusing on. The bill seeks an end to employment discrimination based on sexual V~ Page 3
orientation. At the July meeting, we announced an ambitious plan to send a busload ~-=-===~= ======~.
of moms and dads to Washington in support of this national legislation. At present ~-"'~~""'.""F"'~~-'~.,"."~,, ....,~.._..,lo-*.~..._,,__'~~ ~-,~-g.._u

we are working with the Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF) to set a date for this "Reality Check" cont'd from pg. 2
trip, which we now expect to take place in early 1996 (NOT fall, 1995, as originally Several national organizations have
announced). championed their cause, most notably,

I urge each person reading this newsletter to make a call and/or write a letter to your the Anti-Defamation league. Moore
Members of Congress, letting them know that you are strongly supportive of the says that the good people of Cape
passage of ENDA. The goal is to get as many co-sponsors of the bill as possible. If Girdardeau also have responded very
the Member is not a co-sponsor, ask him or her to become one. For the Members positively. After 15 years in the funeral
who are already a co-sponsor, let them know of your support for their stance. industry, Moore has served a lot of

people. "I'm very well known," he brags.
"To my surprise, the community has
been overwhelmingly supportive. Not
one additional act of violence and not
even one hang up call has been directed
toward me. A lot of the older gentlemen
I know come up to me and shake my
hand. Most of them didn't even know I
was gay, but they don't care. They like
me for who I am. They tell me they don't
understand about my being homosexual,
but they say, 'What happened to you is
wronq." Like a father comforting his son
who has just been roughed up by the
schoolyard bully, the old guys know what
really matters.

Note: The telephone numbers of the
two Ford & Sons funeral homes in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri are (314) 334-1313
and (314) 334-1211. The town
newspaper is the Southeast Missourian,
Box 699, Cape Girardeau, MO 63702,
FAX (314) 334-7288
Toll Free Number to Congress!

Courtesy of Radical Right
Now you can call Capitol Hill to tell your
Congressperson or Senator what you
think AND have the religious right pay for
your call. Far-right Traditional Values
Coalition leader Rev. Lou Sheldon paid
fur a toll-free number so anti-gay
supporters could call congressional
members and express their political
views. Well, anyone can use the same
number and give opposite views directly
to DC.

The 1-800-768-2221 phone number
connects you directly to Capitol Hill.
Spread this information and the phone
number as far as possible. The number
does get you through to the "Capitol"
receptionist. Just ask for the
Congressperson by name and you will be

-
Houston-area Members of Congress Who Are NOT Co-Sponsors:

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Senator Phil Gramm
Rep. Bill Archer
Rep. Jack Fields
Rep. Steve Stockman
Rep. Tom Delay
Rep. Ken Bentsen

Houston-area Members of Congress Who ARE Co-Sponsors
Rep. Sheila Jackson lee

PFLAG
FLYER

How to Contact Your Legislators!
Consider it your "Advocacy Address Book"

President Bill Clinton (D)
The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202)456-1414

Vice President Albert Gore (D)
The Vice President
Old Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20501
(202)456-2326

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R)
283 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202)224-5922
1919 Smith, Ste. 800
Houston, TX 77002

.)653-3456

Senator Phil Gramm (R)
370 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202)224-2934
712 Main St., Ste. 2400
Houston, TX 77002
(713)229-2766

Rep. W.R. (Bill) Archer (R)
1236 Longworth House Office Bldg.

~

WaShington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-2571

000 Memorial, Ste. 620

Rep. Steve Stockman (R)
417 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-6565
Cotton Exchange Bldg.
2102 Mechanic, Ste. 107
Galveston, TX 77550
(409)766-3608

Rep. Sheila Jackson lee (D)
1520 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-3816
1919 Smith, Ste. 1180
Houston, TX 77002
(713)655-0050

Rep. Tom Delay (R)
203 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-5951
12603 Southwest Freeway, Ste. 285
Stafford, TX 77477
(713)240-3700

Rep. Ken Bentsen (D)
128 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-7508
515 Rusk, Rm. 12102
Houston, TX 77002
(713)229-2244
1001 East Southmore, ste. 810
Pasadena, TX 77502-1296

DID YOU KNOW?
Monitoring the Radical Right

"Vice President and Tipper Gore recently
had a party at their official residence in
Washington for approximately 150
members of the Human Rights
Crlmnrlinn FlJnri rI rrlriir.r1I hnmnsP)(llrll
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passage of ENDA. The goal is to get as many co-sponsors of the bill as possible. If Girdardeau also have responded very
the Member is not a co-sponsor, ask him or her to become one. For the Members positively. After 15 years in the funeral
who are already a co-sponsor, let them know of your support for their stance. industry, Moore has served a lot of

___ I_people. "I'm very weILknown," he brags.
"To my surprise, the community has
been overwhelmingly supportive. Not
one additional act of violence and not
even one hang up call has been directed
toward me. A lot of the older gentlemen
I know come up to me and shake my
hand. Most of them didn't even know I
was gay, but they don't care. They like
me for who I am. They tell me they don't
understand about my being homosexual,
but they say, 'What happened to you is
wrong.'" Like a father comforting his son
who has just been roughed up by the
schoolyard bully, the old guys know what
really matters.

Note: The telephone numbers of the
two Ford & Sons funeral homes in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri are (314) 334-1313
and (314) 334-1211. The town
newspaper is the Southeast Missourian,
Box 699, Cape Girardeau, MO 63702,
FAX (314) 334-7288
. Toll Free Number to Congress!

Courtesy of Radical Right

Now you can call Capitol Hill to tell your
Congressperson or Senator what you
think AND have the religious right pay for
your call. Far-right Traditional Values
Coalition leader Rev. Lou Sheldon paid
tor a toll-free number so anti-gay
supporters could call congressional
members and express their political
views. Well, anyone can use the same
number and give opposite views directly
to DC.

The 1-800-768-2221 phone number
connects you directly to Capitol Hill.
Spread this information and the phone
number as far as possible. The number
does get you through to the "Capitol"
receptionist. Just ask for the
Congressperscin by name and you will be

- --
Houston-area Members of Congress Who Are NOT Co-Sponsors:

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Senator Phil Gramm
Rep. Bill Archer
Rep. Jack Fields
Rep. Steve Stockman
Rep. Tom Delay
Rep. Ken Bentsen

Houston-area Members of Congress Who ARE Co-Sponsors
Rep. Sheila Jackson lee

How to Contact Your legislators!
Consider it your" Advocacy Address Book"

President Bill Clinton (D)
The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202)456-1414

Vice President Albert Gore (D)
The Vice President
Old Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20501
(202)456-2326

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R)
283 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202)224-5922
1919 Smith, Ste. 800
Houston, TX 77002

1)653-3456

Senator Phil Gramm (R)
370 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202)224-2934
712 Main St., Ste. 2400
Houston, TX 77002
(713)229-2766

Rep. W.R (Bill) Archer (R)
1236 Longworth House Office Bldg.'
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-2571

00 Memorial, Ste. 620
ston, TX 77024-3490

(r 13)682-8828
Rep. Jack Fields (R)
2228 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-4901
9810 FM 1960 Bypass W., Ste. 165
Humble, TX 77338-3599

Rep. Steve Stockman (R)
417 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-6565
Cotton Exchange Bldg.
2102 Mechanic, Ste. 107
Galveston, TX 77550
(409)766-3608

Rep. Sheila Jackson lee (D)
1520 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-3816
1919 Smith, Ste. 1180
Houston, TX 77002
(713)655-0050

Rep. Tom Delay (R)
203 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-5951
12603 Southwest Freeway, Ste. 285
Stafford, TX 77477
(713)240-3700

Rep. Ken Bentsen (D)
128 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-7508
515 Rusk, Rm. 12102
Houston, TX 77002
(713)229-2244
1001 East Southmore, Ste. 810
Pasadena, TX 77502-1296
(713)473-4334

Rep. Gene Green (D)
1024 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-1688
5502 lawndale
Houston, TX 77023

DID YOU KNOW?
Monitoring the Radical Right

"Vice President and Tipper Gore recently
had a party at their official residence in
Washington for approximately 150
members of the Human Rights
Campaign Fund, a radical homosexual
lobby ... 1 wonder how much of our tax
funds were used to wine and dine these
perverted homosexuals who absolutely
hate everything that you and I and most
decent, God-fearing citizens stand for."

From a recent fundraising letter by Jerry Falwell
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Next Meeting October 1
Coming Out:

What does it mean?
"Coming Out." We use and hear this
term used all the time. For many
PFLAGers, it defines an event that
changed their lives. Whether as a gay or
lesbian or as the parent, family or friend
of one. But what does it actually mean to
"come out?" Join us this month as
psychologist Dr. Bob McLaughlin
explores the experience of "coming out"
from the perspective of a gay or lesbian.
Bob is a favorite PFLAG speaker. His
presentations at our "Healing the Hurt"
conferences are always well received.
His experience working with gay and

Ibianteenagers has allowed him to
me well acquainted with the "coming

au " process.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for family
members and friends that have
recently found out that a loved one
is gay or lesbian and groups geared
towards HIV Concerns as well as the
Spouse Support Group, fellow the
program. These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families
sharing their journeys and learning
from each other. We look forward to
seeing you at the next meeting!
Come join us!

.Houston PFLAGer Receives
Highest National Award

Ann Chapman, 1995 starr Award
During the 1995 PFLAG National
Conference, one of PFLAG Houston's
most active members will receive the

15PFLAG Starr Award. The National
. G Board voted unanimously to
re ognize Ann Chapman's "contributions
as a friend of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people in advocating to
make schools more gay-positive and
accessible for gay youth."

Here is a quote from the letter notifying
our chapter of the award:

"The Board feels it is important to
recognize friends as well as parents and
family members for their commitment
and dedication to PFLAG's mission. Ann
is .a role model for others in her
dedication to PFLAG's mission. Ann is a

r. :-nf",,·to.lfnr nthorC!' in hor ~orlil"~+it"\.'"' t-""

The Official Newsletter of
Parents, Families, and Friends of

Lesbians and Gays of Houston, TX
PO Box 53796

Houston, Texas 77052-3796
Helpline: 713-867-9020

Parents. Families and Friends 01Lesbians lid Gays

1995 Black Tie Dinner
Fundraiser for PFLAGand

Human Rights Campaign Fund
Each year, the Human Rights Campaign
Fund (HRCF) hosts the Black Tie Dinner
in an effort to raise funds for their
advocacy efforts as well as local gay and
lesbian organizations. Last year, PFLAG
Houston received $9,700 from the Black
Tie Dinner. This was the largest amount
received by any of the local
organizations.

This year, the Dinner is November 4 from
7:00pm until 12:00am at the Westin
Galleria. With entertainment from
comedians and local band Ezra Charles
& the Works, this year's dinner will begin
with a cocktail period followed by a formal
dinner, a silent auction and dancing.

The tickets are $150 per person, $50 of
which goes to HRCF. You can choose to
have the remaining $100 go to PFLAG
Houston. Support the national work of

. HRCF and the iocai work of PFLAG
Houston. For ticket information, call Pete
Filippone at 785-8505 or Pat Rickey at
440-0353. 1----------------1

Come Out in the News!
Full page ad in Dallas paper

The National Coming Out Day committee
is sponsoring a FULL-page ad to run on
Wed., Oct. 11 (National Coming Out Day)
in the state's largest newspaper, The
Dallas Morning News. The ad will list the
names of individuals and organizations
who support an end to discrimination
against gay men, lesbians, bisexuals,
their families and friends.

PFLAG Houston is going to have a
listing. FYI, PFLAG Dallas was on the
planning committee for this project. Pat
and I have sent in our $$ to be listed as

L !nd:'!idu~ls, and '1:e invite you tojoin usl!

Write a' check for $1o per person to
National Comir:lg Out Day. '. Mail to Tim
Palmer, 1006 W. Monroe, Austin, T~
78704-3704

The newspaper REQUIRES the following
info be included with your check:

Full legal name (first, middle initial, last)
Address
nL... •• _1... __

Oct. 1 PFl,.AG Meeting
2:00 PM4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

Sept. 28-
Oct. 1

PFLAG National
Convention in Indy, IN

October National Gay, Lesbian,
and Bisexual History
Month

Oct. 8 "A Family Outing at the
State Fair of Texas"

Oct. 11 National Coming Out
Day 1995

Oct. 14 PFLAG Fall Picnic
3:00-6:00pm,
Memorial Park, See
article page 2.

Nov. 3 PFLAG Meeting

Nov. 4 Black Tie Dinner
Westin Galleria,
7:00pm-12:00am

Gay Day at Texas State Fair
A Family Outing at the Fair

On october 8, t:.iS Human Rights
Campaign Fund, GLAAD, PFLAG Dallas
and others invite Texans from all over to
the State Fair of Texas. As a part of
National Coming Out Day activities, this
all day event will include an appearance
by Candace Gingrich, performances by
Cheer Dallas and the Oak Lawn Band a



Next Meeting October 1
Coming Out:

What does it mean?
"Coming Out." We use and hear this
term used all the time. For many
PFLAGers, it defines an event that
changed their lives. Whether as a gay or
lesbian or as the parent, family or friend
of one. But what does it actually mean to
"come out?" Join us this month as
psychologist Dr. Bob McLaughlin
explores the experience of "coming out"
from the perspective of a gay or lesbian.
Bob is a favorite PFLAG speaker. His
presentations at our "Healing the Hurt"
conferences are always well received.
His experience working with gay and

Ibianteenagers has allowed him to
urne well acquainted with the "coming

ou " process.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for family
members and friends that have
recently found out that a loved one
is gay or lesbian and groups geared
towards H IV Concerns as well as the
Spouse Support Group, fellow the
program. These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families
sharing their journeys and learning
from each other. We look forward to
seeing you at the next meeting!
Come join us!

.Houston PFLAGer Receives
Highest National Award

Ann Chapman, 1995 starr Award
During the. 1995 PFLAG National
Conference, one of PFLAG Houston's
most active members will receive the

15PFLAG Starr Award. The National
. G Board voted unanimously to
re ognize Ann Chapman's "contributions
as a friend of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people in advocating to
make schools more gay-positive and
accessible for gay youth."

Here is a quote from the letter notifying
our chapter of the award:

"The Board feels it is important to
recognize friends as well as parents and
family members for their commitment
and dedication to PFLAG's mission. Ann
is .a role model for others in her
dedication to PFLAG's mission. Ann is a

model for others in her dedication to
e and equality for gay, lesbian,

bisexual and transgendered people."

Driving in each month from Victoria, Ann
has given selflessly of her time to support
PFLAG Houston and fight for gay and
lesbian rights. Thanks, Ann, for being
the friend that you are to all of us!

Parents. FalllDiesand Friends. Lesbians -' Gays

1995 Black Tie Dinner
Fundraiser for PFLAGand

Human Rights Campaign Fund
Each year,the Human Rights Campaign
Fund (HRCF) hosts the Black Tie Dinner
in an effort to raise funds for their
advocacy efforts as well as local gay and
lesbian organizations. Last year, PFLAG
Houston received $9,700 from the Black
Tie Dinner. This was the largest amount
received by any of the local
organizations.

This year, the Dinner is November 4 from
7:00pm until 12:00am at the Westin
Galleria. With entertainment from
comedians and local band Ezra Charles
& the Works, this year's dinner will begin
with a cocktail period followed by a formal
dinner, a silent auction and dancing.

The tickets are $150 per person, $50 of
which goes to HRCF. You can choose to
have the remaining $100 go to PFLAG
Houston. Support the national work of

.HRCF anc the iocai work of PFLAG
Houston. For ticket information, call Pete
Filippone at 785-8505 or Pat Rickey at
440-0353. I----------------t

Come Out in the News!
Full page ad in Dallas paper

The National Coming Out Day committee
is sponsoring a FULL-page ad to run on
Wed., Oct. 11 (National Coming Out Day)
in the state's largest newspaper, The
Dallas Morning News. The ad will list the
names of individuals and organizations
who support an end to discrimination
against gay men, lesbians, bisexuals,
their families and friends.

PFLAG Houston is going to have a
listing. FYI, PFLAG Dallas was on the
planning committee for this project. Pat
and I have sent in our $$ to be listed as

Oct. 1 PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
St. Francis Episcopal
Church
345 N. Piney Point Rd.

Sept. 28-
Oct. 1

PFLAG National
Convention in Indy, IN

October National Gay, Lesbian,
and Bisexual History
Month

Oct. 8 "A Family Outing at the
State Fair of Texas"

Oct. 11 National Coming Out
Day 1995

Oct. 14 PFLAG Fall Picnic
3:00-6:00pm,
Memorial Park, See
article page 2.

Nov. 3 PFLAG Meeting

Nov. 4 Black Tie Dinner
Westin Galleria,
7:00pm-12:00am

indlviduals. and 'I_'S invite you tojoin us!' Gay Day at Texas State Fair
A Family Outing at the FairWrite a check for $10 per person to

National Coming Out Day. Mail to Tim
Palmer, 1006 W. Monroe, Austin, TX
78704-3704

The newspaper REQUIRES the following
info be included with your check:

Full legal name (first, middle initial, last)
Address
Phone number
Driver's license number

On October 8, the Human Rights
Campaign Fund, GLAAD, PFLAG Dallas
and others invite Texans from all over to
the State Fair of Texas. As a part of
National Coming Out Day activities, this
all day event will include an appearance
by Candace GingriCh, performances by
Cheer Dallas and the Oak Lawn Band, a
barbecue buffet, speeches by PFLAG
Dallas members and local dignitaries,
music and comedians.

The event is scheduled from 10:00am
until 8:00pm on Sunday, October 8. For
more information about tickets and the
"Family Outing," call 214-522-5533.

Tim requests' that you be SURE to
include your daytime and evening phone
number in case he needs to call you.
The deadline for Tim to receive names
is October 8. Act nowl



~7 October 1995VV Page 2Maine Governor Joins Fight Against Anti-Gay Referendum
Maine Governor Angus King, Ind., joined gay-rights activists this past month in a '""'=!!IlIi!II=n~_~~-"""""'~~ ""

campaign to fight a state referendum seeking to block laws prohibiting discrimination Healing the Hurt Conference
against gays and lesbians. Promoted by a group called Concerned Maine Families, Receives National Award
the question on the November 1995 ballot asks, "Do you favor the changes in Maine
law limiting protected classification in future state and local laws to race, color, sex, At the National PFLAG Conference at the
physical and mental disability, religion, age, ancestry, national origin, familial status end of September, PFLAG Houston will
and marital status and repealing existing laws which expand these classifications as be awarded the Local Chapter
proposed by citizen petition?" Achievement award in Education for our

efforts at the "1995 Healing the Hurt
"I regret that this matter is even going to take place," King told the. Portland (Maine) Conference on Homophobia."
Press Herald Wednesday. "I would hate to see the headline of an out-of-state Conference videos and materials will be
newspaper saying, 'Maine legalizes discrimination.' That's not a message that a state on display at the national conference in
partially based on tourism wants to send out to the rest of the country." Pat Peard, Indianapolis.
chair of a group called Maine Won't Discriminate, says the measure also would
exclude groups such as smokers, low-income housing recipients and union This award recognizes more than just the
organiiers from protection against discrimination. Gay community leaders in Maine event, the coordinators, or the local
say they will fight against losing the protective measures they have fought for. board. Of particular interest was the

impact we have on the community we live
Maine House Speaker Dan Gwadosky, D., also supported the anti-referendum in beyond our chapter meetings. It also
campaign. "The referendum is the work of extremists, many of whom have vowed that recognizes an entire chapter's efforts to
they will not stop here," Gwadosky said. He also said a Virginia attorney who had educate their community about
been active in the anti-gay campaigns in Oregon and Colorado wrote the initiative. homosexuality and the issues tb

But Larry Lockman, a Concerned Maine Families spokesman, called the opposition's surround it.
statements a desperate ploy by gay-rights groups to get lawmakers on their side. PFLAG Houston received this award due

Editor's Note: To contact Maine Won't Discriminate, (800)761-1788 or via email: to the efforts of each volunteer who
MECAMPAIGN@AOL.COM. stuffed a letter, greeted an attendee,

collected an evaluation, or worked on a
PFLAG Houston receives John KelieH Award from H.A.T.C.H. committee. This award belongs to each

Chapter recognized for service in the community of the members of PFLAG Houston. The
1995 Healing the Hurt Conference was

Just before press time, I received notification the PFLAG Houston will receive the one of the largest events of its kind, and
John Kellett Award for Outstanding Service in the Community from HAT.C.H. its success is the result of our local
(Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals). The Annual Awards night will be on chapter working together for a common
Saturday, October 21 at 7:30pm. The ceremony will be held at Grace Lutheran goal. If we can host a conference for over
Church, 2515 Waugh Drive. Also presented that night will be the Trish Morgan Award 600 attendees, imagine what else can we
for an individual's contribution to HAT.C.H. and the HAT.C.H. Youth Awards. do to educate our community
Tickets for the event are $10 for adults, free for youth and available at Crossroads
Market, Inklings, & Lobo. Tickets will also be available at the door. Entertainment will
be provided by Heartsong, Gay Men's Chorus, and HAT.C.H. members.

HAT.C.H. provides a unique and valuable place for teenagers who are discovering
their homosexuality. The youth can come together with caring facilitators and find an
honest and safe place to ask questions and talk about issues regarding
homosexuality. PFLAG is honored to receive this award from such a wonderful
organization such as HAT.C.H .. We encourage you to get your tickets early for this
exciting night of celebration and encouragement!

@ News
from Around the Nation

PFLAG Family Day and Picnic at Memorial Park
Did someone say a PFLAGSocial Event!?!?!?

Come on out to the Memorial Park Picnic Area, south of Memorial Drive, on Saturday,
October 14 from 3:00pm until 6:00pm. Apparently someone out there thinks PFLAG
Houston needs to have a little fun! So join us at the park for games, fun, and a BYOE
(Grii1g Your Own Everythinq) picnlcl We wili beorqanizinq gam~s 'andevents fDr
those that want to enjoy the wonderful fall weather. (OK, so it's fall somewhere')
There will be more information at the October meeting, but look for the PFLAG signs
at Memorial ParK-alld the folks wearing PFLAG shirts and hats. If you have a Ph.AG
shirt or hat, feel free to wear them to the park. Bring friends, family and anyone that
wants to enjoy a great afternoon in the park.

Greater Westend Progressive Voter Initiative Meeting
PFLAGer launches a local advocacy group in the Heights area

Patrick Mcilvain, a PFLAG member and resident in the Heights area, has had enough.
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AIDS Benefit Concert
Northwest Houston Church

On Sunday, October 8 at 7:00pm,
Northwoods Presbyterian Church will
host a classical concert with a free-will
offering to benefit the Bering Community
Service Foundation. This Champions-
area church is making a great step
forward in its conservative neighborhood
in effort to increase awareness
HIV/AIDS related issues.

Northwoods Presbyterian is the church
that several PFLAGers attend including
past-presidents Gail and Pat Rickey. Gail
Would love to see the church filled with
supportive individuals as a sign to the
local church community.

Featuring a woodwinds quintet, trumpet,
and piano, this benefit concert coincides
with Presbyterian HIV/AIDS Awareness
Sunday. The concert is free, but an
offering will be taken for' Bering
Community Service Foundation.
..I_-"L.. ... __ ..J_ n &... •• ~_.:__ ""'1... .... _ •... ~



Maine Governor Angus King, InO., jomeo gay-ngms acuvists trus past montn In a
campaign to fight a state referendum seeking to block laws prohibiting discrimination
against gays and lesbians. Promoted by a group called Concerned Maine Families,
the question on the November 1995 ballot asks, "Do you favor the changes in Maine
law limiting protected classification in future state and local laws to race, color, sex,
physical and mental disability, religion, age, ancestry, national origin, familial status
and marital status and repealing existing laws which expand these classifications as
proposed by citizen petition?"

"I regret that this matter is even going to take place," King told the Portland (Maine)
Press Herald Wednesday. "I would hate to see the headline of an out-of-state
newspaper saying, 'Maine legalizes discrimination.' That's not a message that a state
partially based on tourism wants to send out to the rest of the country." Pat Peard,
chair of a group called Maine Won't Discriminate, says the measure also would
exclude groups' such as smokers, low-income housing recipients and union
organizers from protection against discrimination. Gay community leaders in Maine
say they will fight against losing the protective measures they have fought for.

Maine House Speaker Dan Gwadosky, D., also supported the anti-referendum
campaign. "The referendum is the work of extremists, many of whom have vowed that
they will not stop here," Gwadosky said. He also said a Virginia attorney who had
been active in the anti-gay campaigns in Oregon and Colorado wrote the initiative.

But Larry Lockman, a Concerned Maine Families spokesman, called the opposition's
statements a desperate ploy by gay-rights groups to get lawmakers on their side.

Editor'S Note: To contact Maine Won't Discriminate, (800)761-1788 or via email:
MECAMPAIGN@AOL.COM.

PFLAG Houston receives John Kellett Award from H.A.T.C.H.
Chapter recognized for service in the community

Just before press time, I received notification the PFLAG Houston will receive the
John Kellett Award for Outstanding Service in the Community from HAT.C.H.
(Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals). The Annual Awards night will be on
Saturday, October 21 at 7:30pm. The ceremony will be held at Grace Lutheran
Church, 2515 Waugh Drive. Also presented that night will be the Trish Morgan Award
for an individual's contribution to HAT.C.H. and the HAT.C.H. Youth Awards.
Tickets for the event are $10 for adults, free for youth and available at Crossroads
Market, Inklings, & Lobo. Tickets will also be available at the door. Entertainment will
be provided by Heartsong, Gay Men's Chorus, and HAT.C.H. members.

HAT.C.H. provides a unique and valuable place for teenagers who are discovering
their homosexuality. The youth can come together with caring facilitators and find an
honest and safe place to ask questions and talk about issues regarding
homosexuality. PFLAG is honored to receive this award from such a wonderful
orqanization such as HAT.C.H .. We encourage you to get your tickets early for this
exciting night of celebration and encouragement!

PFLAG Family Day and Picnic at Memorial Park
Did someone say a PFLAGSocial Event!?!?!?

Come on out to the Memorial Park Picnic Area, south of Memorial Drive, on Saturday,
October 14 from 3:00pm until 6:00pm. Apparently someone out there thinks PFLAG
Houston needs to have alittle fun! So join us at the park for games, fun, and a BYOE
(Gring Your Own EVE:rytrling) picnic! We wili be organizing games and events for
those that want to enjoy the wonderful fall weather. (OK,so it's fall somewherel)
There will be more information at the October meeting, but look for the PFLAG signs

. at Memoriai Park and the Iolks wearing PFLAG shtrts and hats. If you-havecaPf'LAG
shirt or hat, feel free to wear them to the park. Bring friends, family and anyone that
wants to enjoy a great afternoon in the park.

Greater Westend Progressive Voter Initiative Meeting
PFLAGer launches a local advocacy group in the Heights area

Patrick Mcllvain,a PFLAG member and resident in the Heights area, has had enough.
Frustrated with the trend in anti-gay political maneuvering, Patrick has started the
Greater Westend Progressive Voter Initiative in order to focus efforts on "electing
progressive officials who can and will acknowledge sexual orientation as a worthy,
identifiable class of inclusion in human rights." The group's first meeting will be on
Monday, October 2 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the West End Multi-Service Center (170
Heights Blvd.). There will be small group breakouts to discuss ways of increasing
voters' participation in the process of electing candidates. Discussion will include
efforts by groups such as OutVote and Texas Freedom Alliance. For more
information, call 869-0982.

-"* ••••

Healing the Hurt Conference
Receives National Award

At the National PFLAG Conference at the
end of September, PFLAG Houston will
be awarded the Local Chapter
Achievement award in Education for our
efforts at the "1995 Healing the Hurt
Conference on Homophobia."
Conference videos and materials will be
on display at the national conference in
Indianapolis.

This award recognizes more than just the
event, the coordinators, or the local
board. Of particular interest was the
impact we have on the community we live
in beyond our chapter meetings. It also
recognizes an entire Chapter's efforts to
educate their community about
homosexuality and the issues t.
surround it.

PFLAG Houston received this award due
to the efforts of each volunteer who
stuffed a letter, greeted an attendee,
collected an evaluation,or worked on a
committee. This award belongs to each
of the members of PFLAG Houston. The
1995 Healing the Hurt Conference was
one of the largest events of its kind, and
its success is the result of our local
chapter working together for a common
goal. If we can host a conference for over
600 attendees, imagine what else can we
do to educate our community

AIDS Benefit Concert
Northwest Houston Church

On Sunday, October 8 at 7:00pm,
Northwoods Presbyterian Church will
host a classical concert with a free-will
offering to benefit the Bering Community
Service Foundation. This Champions-
area church is making a great step
forward in its conservative neighborhood
in effort to increase awareness.
HIV/AIDS related issues.

Northwoods Presbyterian is the church
that several PFLAGers attend including
past-presidents Gail and Pat Rickey. Gail
would love! to see the church filled with
supportive individuals as a sign to the
local church community .

Featuring a woodwinds quintet, trumpet,
and piano, this benefit concert coincides
with Presbyterian HIV/AIDS Awareness
Sunday. The concert is free, but an
offering will be -;taken for' Bering
Community Service Foundation.

Northwoods Presbyterian Church ~
located on FM 1960 between Vetera'll'
Memorial and Kuykendahl at 3320 FM
1960. For more information, you may call
the church at 444-8861. .



"oaether, We Will
•

z u have been at one of the recent meetings, you have probably heard information
ut a bus full of PFLAG parents heading to Washington, DC to oppose ENDA. Well,

the bus trip is happening! The dates have been set and the bus will leave Houston on
Saturday, March 16, 1996 and return the following Saturday, March 23. The trip will
be announced at the PFLAG National Convention at the end of September with the
hope that other chapters will sponsor buses from their local areas So now is the time •..• --------_ •• 1-.::11IIII_ •••

for us to commit to go on the trip. The bus will be filled with Moms, Dads, and Supportive Friends.
lots of moms and lots of dads!
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We want to make sure we have

We've started a committee called The Bus Bunch. If you are interested in going, supporting, or helping with the organization of the
bus trip, be sure to come to the next meeting of the Bus Bunch on Tues., Oct. 3 at 7 PM at Bering Memorial United Methodist
Church, 1440 Harold, Fellowship Hall.

The overall goals of the trip are to put a "face" on the parents of gays and lesbians, advocating for equal rights for their sons and
daughters, to focus national attention on ENDA specifically, and gay/lesbian issues in general through press coverage and through
speaking to.Iawrnakers. More specifically, the goals are to gain publiGity, increase the visibility- 0f-P-FLAGJ:)afel'lts~-enc0ur-age-
parents who don't know about P-FLAG, .lobby for ENDA specifically, and gay/lesbian equality in general, educate the general
public, raise awareness of the issues, and by our very presence, let the country know that there are voices of "good Americans"
that are very different from the voice of the Radical Right.

P-FLAG Houston will sponsor a Bus Through The South, going within 100 miles of 22 chapters. The purposes are to pick up
passengers along the route, interact with Chapters along the route, and get publicity along the route. We will try to get a Houston
newspaper reporter and/or TV reporter to ride the bus.

P-FLAG Houston's Vision: Hundreds of parents on the Capitol steps, in some type of media event that captures national
attention.

Calling all creative types!!!
Logo & slogan contest for bus trip

We have a date, we have a planning committee, and we are
starting the fundraising. All we need now is a really cool logo!!!
So the Bus Bunch is sponsoring a logo contest!

The contest is open to all, and all entries must be turned in by
November 8. Mail all entries to Norma Graves, 2419 Lexford,
Houston, TX, 77080. The winner might be used on the exterior
of the bus itself, T shirts, and other communications.

The logo needs to identify who we are (parents and families of
gays and lesbians), and it needs to be attention-getting and
colorful. It should convey the message of parents standing up
for the rights of their gay and lesbian children.

So all you creative types, put your heads together and come
up with a creative slogan and logo for the bus trip to
Washington!

YOU'RECORDIALLYINVITED

Deck Party
Home of Barbara Winston

4627 River Point Drive
Sunday, October 15

5PM·7 PM

"Getting on Deck With LGRL*"
*TheLesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas,.

c~w;mittedte eradi~at~~g!eg~!c1i~cr~m!~~~~e~
against gays and lesbians

Meet Dianne Ha..dy-GE".,;r(;~iI1;
Executive DireCtor of LGRL

Speaker at Healing the Hurt '95
Pioneer Who Demanded National Awareness

of Crimes Against Gays in Texas

A CALL TO ACTION!
P-FLAG MOMS AND DADS GO TO WASHINGTON

To Focus National Attention on ENDA
(Employment Non-Discrimination Act)

Visualize the steps of the U.S. Capitol ...
Imagine hundreds of Moms and Dads...

from across the country standing on those steps
.•. Showing the nation who the parents of gays and lesbians are,
.•. Telling the world that we love our gay and lesbian children,
.•. Proclaiming their right to employment without discrimination
.•. STANDING TALL FOR OUR GAY AND LESBIAN CHILDREN

Moms and dads, brothers and sisters, grandmothers and granddads,
PUT YOURSELF in that picture.

MAKE IT HAPPEN-March 19 and 20,1996

HOWEVER YOU WANT TO TRAVEL,
GET TO WASHINGTON, D. C., MARCH 19-20

The Goals:
Hundreds of Moms and Dads of Gays and Lesbians Gathering in
Washington to tell lawmakers and the rest of the nation,
"Our children are entitled to equal rights in the workplace."
With representation from MANY towns and cities so that our
message can be,

"Moms and Dads From Across The Nation
Go to Washington To Stand Up For Their Children."

When:

Why:

Who:

Tuesday, March 19 and Wednesday, March 20, 1996

To focus national attention on ENDA, Employment Non-
Discrimination Act

Moms & Dads, Brothers &. Sisters, Grandparents of Gays
and Lesbians, Supportive People-Ministers, Teachers,
Counselors, Plumbers, Retirees, The Straight Community,
Standing Up For Justice .

Whatever works from your part of the country. One bus,
departing from Texas, will weave through the South and
pick up participants along the way. Some chapters may
raise funds to fly one or more members to Washington.
Others can organize car caravans. P-FLAGers are creative!



lots of moms and lots of dads!

We've started a committee called The Bus Bunch. If you are interested in going, supporting, or helping with the organization of the
bus trip, be sure to come to the next meeting of the Bus Bunch on Tues., Oct. 3 at 7 PM at Bering Memorial United Methodist
Church, 1440 Harold, Fellowship Hall.

The overall goals of the trip are to put a "face" on the parents of gays and lesbians, advocating for equal rights for their sons and
daughters, to focus national attention on ENDA specifically, and gay/lesbian issues in general through press coverage and through
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parents who don't know about P-FLAG, lobby for ENDA specifically, and gay/lesbian equality in general, educate the general
public, raise awareness of the issues, and by our very presence, let the country know that there are voices of "good Americans"
that are" very different from the voice of the Radical Right.

P-FLAG Houston will sponsor a Bus Through The South, going within 100 miles of 22 chapters. The purposes are to pick up
passengers along the route, interact with chapters along the route, and get publicity along the route. We will try to get a Houston
newspaper reporter and/or TV reporter to ride the bus.

P·FLAG Houston's Vision: Hundreds of parents on the Capitol steps, in some type of media event that captures national
attention.

Calling all creative types!!!
Logo & slogan contest for bus trip

We have a date, we have a planning committee, and we are
starting the fundraising. All we need now is a really cool logo!!!
So the Bus Bunch is sponsoring a logo contest!

The contest is open to all, and all entries must be turned in by
November 8. Mail all entries to Norma Graves, 2419 Lexford,
Houston, TX, 77080. The winner might be used on the exterior
of the bus itself, T shirts, and other communications.

A CALL TO ACTION!
P-FLAG MOMS AND DADS GO TO WASHINGTON

To Focus National Attention on ENDA
(Employment Non-Discrimination Act)

Visualize the steps of the U.S. Capitol ...
Imagine hundreds of Moms and Dads...

from across the country standing on those steps
.•. Showing the nation who the parents of gays and lesbians are,
.•. Telling the world that we love our gay and lesbian children,
.•. Prociaiming their right to employment without discrimination
.•. STANDING TALL FOR OUR GAY AND LESBIAN CHILDREN

Moms and dads, brothers and sisters, grandmothers and granddads,
PUT YOURSELF in that picture.

MAKE IT HAPPEN-March 19 and 20, 1996

HOWEVER YOU WANT TO TRAVEL,
GET TO WASHINGTON, D. C., MARCH 19-20

The Goals:
Hundreds of Moms and Dads of Gays and Lesbians Gathering in
Washington to tell lawmakers and the rest of the nation,
"Our children are entitled to equal rights in the workplace."
With representation from MANY towns and cities so that our
message can be,

"Moms and Dads From Across The Nation
Go to Washington To Stand Up For Their Children."

Moms & Dads, Brothers &. Sisters, Grandparents of Gays
and Lesbians, Supportive People-Ministers, Teachers,
Counselors, Plumbers, Retirees, The Straight Community,
Standing Up For Justice

Whatever works from your part of the country. One bus,
departing from Texas, will weave through the South and
pick up participants along the way. Some chapters may
raise funds to fly one or more members to Washington.
Others can organize car caravans. P-FLAGers are creative!

Housing: Participants are responsible for making their own
arrangements

For further information, contact P-FLAG Houston at

Gail and Pat Rickey 713-440-0353; pat rickey@aol.com
Norma and Dick Graves 713-467-4105 .
Barbara Winston 713-464-3163; socmom6@aol.com

.The logo needs to identify who we are (parents and famiiies of
gays and lesbians), and it needs to be attention-getting and
colorful. It should convey the message of parents standing up
for the rights of their gay and lesbian children.

So all you creative types, put your heads together and come
up with a creative slogan and logo for the bus trip to
Washington!

YOU'RECORDIALLYINVITED

Deck Party
Home of Barbara Winston

4627 River Point Drive
Sunday, October 15

5PM·7 PM

"Getting on Deck With LGRL*"

*The Lesbian Gay RiglitsLobby of Texas,
'ft ,. t ••d'.. «SI dl..-l; .•.•; .; .;c~w:ml•.~e•.•,...0 .~,a. I.~a~."e..e.,~.,.;tJ'8~",rr;c;nIl~~,\.t-.~~

against gays and lesbians

When:

Why:

Who:

- Meet Dianne Ha..dy-6Kri;~~;
Executive Director of LGRL

Speaker at Healing the Hurt '95
Pioneer Who Demanded National Awareness

of Crimes Against Gays in Texas

Deck Party Hosted by
Gail and Pat Rickey

Norma Graves
Barbara Winston

How:

'R.S.V.P. to Gail Rickey, 440.:0353

Tuesday, March 19 and Wednesday, March 20,1996

To focus national attention on ENDA, Employment Non-
Discrimination Act



PFLAGW
.~ FLYER

Next Meeting November 5
Hear Dianne Hardy-Garcia

of Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby
In March of this year, one of Texas' most
repulsive traits made the pages of the
national magazine "Vanity Fair." In fact,
it made just about all the major press and
local press thanks in large part to Dianne
Hardy-Garcia, executive director of the
Lesbian and Gay Rights Lobby (LGRL)
of Texas. Dianne was almost solely
responsible for bringing this attention to
the hate crimes against gays and
lesbians in Texas. Now LGRL is
launching an all rrew campaign to let
Texans and our legislators know that we
won't tolerate these hateful acts in our
state anymore.

•
us this month to hear Dianne speak

ut LGRL and this all new campaign.
We will also be showing a short video
shot during the 1995 Healing the Hurt
Conference on Homophobia. This is a
must see, so plan on attending.
PLEASE NOTE that we will be meeting
in the Fellowship Hall instead of the
Sanctuary.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for family
members and friends that have recently
found out that a loved one is gay or
lesbian and groups geared towards HIV
Concerns as well as the Spouse Support
Group, follow the program. This month
the Advocacy Group will also host
Dianne Hardy-Garcia after her talk at the
regular meeting. (See "Together, We
Will" on page 3.) These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families sharing
their journeys and learning from each
other. We look forward to seeing you at
the next meeting! Come join-us!

e?ecial December Meeting
Small Groups Only Meeting

Held Before Winter Party

Each December, PFLAG Houston cele-
brates with a "Winter Party." Last year
there were several PFLAGers that
missed having the small groups during
the month. It turns out that as the holi-

. day season opens up, so do many clos-
ets of gays and lesbians home for the
holidays. So this year we will be having
a brief "Small Groups Only" meeting for
those wishing to attend. S1nceour Win-
ter Party falls on the first Sunday of
.Qiw.ember,the small groups meeting will

The Official Newsletter of
Parents, Families, and Friends of

Lesbians and Gays of Houston, TX
PO Box 53796

Houston, Texas 77052-3796
Helpline: 713-867-9020
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**Project Open Mind Training**
Last Chance: November 4th!

With Project Open Mind (POM) only days
away, Jeffery Garrett, POM Coordinator
from PFLAG National, will be conducting
one last training session THIS Saturday,
November 4th at Bering Church from
9:00am - 4:00pm. If you were unable to
attend the previous training in mid-
October, then this is the last chance for
you to get involved in this very exciting
media campaign being organized by
PFLAG National.

Project Open Mind is a major media and
public awareness cam-
paign designed to con-
front the nation with the
truth about the effects
of intolerance and ha-
tred directed toward
lesbian and gay Ameri-
cans. With over
$425,000 raised nation-
ally, this TV, radio, and
print campaign will
launch on November
8th, just one day after
the elections.

With a new message
that has been designed for this cam-
paign, it is important that PFLAGers
know how to respond to people that ask
about the ads. Therefore, PFLAG Na-
tional is conducting training on how to
respond to the radical rhetoric as well as
confrontations about the advertisements.

Here are some thoughts from Jane and
Irv Smith who attended the October train-
ing. "This training prepared us to answer
questions from friends and acquain-
tances who next month may see the
P-FLAG commercials on local TV sta-
tions. We role-played as if we were
being interviewedon radio or TV. It really
was fun, as well as having a very serious
purpose."

So, if you still aren't sure whether or not
this is for you; IT IS! I strongly encourage
you to attehd if you are available on this
day. Houston is one of only 3 cities
where this campaign is being launched
and therefore will get a lot of national and
local attention. Please plan on attending
the training session on November 4th at
Bering UMC from 9am-4pm.

Nov. 7 Election Day:
Be Sure to Vote!

Nov.S Project Open Mind
Commercials Begin.

Dec. 3 PFLAGSmall Groups
Only Meeting,
2:00pm-3:00pm

Dec. 3 Winter Rarty, 3pm-5pm
.p "f" udy.FUippone's

nUpchurch
77 to RSVP.

Jan.7

Houston City Council Address
by David N. Morales

We are your neighbors, doctors, attor-
neys, policemen, teachers and psycholo-
gists. We are your children and your
grandchildren. We do not discriminate
when we donate to social support net-
works, yet we are denied many services
these agencies provide. We pay taxes
into a system that still treats us as sec-
ond class citizens.

Distinguished members of the Council, I
am here to request that a serious dia-
logue be established regarding passage
of a non-discrimination ordinance that will
protect all citizens of Houston from dis-
crimination in employment and housing.
Twenty years ago on October 1, 1975,
Hugh Crell made this request and Hous-
ton still doesn't have an ordinance.
Austin unanimously. passed its non-
discrimination ordinance in August of
1975 and Dallas has since adopted an
ordinance of its own effective January
1995. These ordinances specifically
mention sexual orientation in their word-
ing. Currently, nine states have passed
comprehensive equal rights legislation,
~nrl ~n !:lIrfrfitinn~1 ':::;;.If ronllntioe h~\Io rfnno



Next Meeting November 5
Hear Dianne Hardy-Garcia

of Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby
In March of this year, one of Texas' most
repulsive traits made the pages of the
national magazine "Vanity Fair." In fact,
it made just about all the major press and
local press thanks in large part to Dianne
Hardy-Garcia, executive director of the
Lesbian and Gay Rights Lobby (LGRL)
of Texas. Dianne was almost solely
responsible for bringing this attention to
the hate crimes against gays and
lesbians in Texas. Now LGRL is
launching an all new campaign to let
Texans and our legislators know that we
won't tolerate these hateful acts in our
state anymore.

us this month to hear Dianne speak
ut LGRL and this all new campaign.

We will also be showing a short video
shot during the 1995 Healing the Hurt
Conference on Homophobia. This is a
must see, so plan on attending.
PLEASE NOTE that we will be meeting
in the Fellowship Hall instead of the
Sanctuary.

PFLAG small group discussions,
including a special group for family
members and friends that have recently
found out that a loved one is gay or
lesbian and groups geared towards HIV
Concerns as well as the Spouse Support
Group, follow the program. This month
the Advocacy Group will also host
Dianne Hardy-Garcia after her talk at the
regular meeting. (See "Together, We
Will" on page 3.) These sessions are the
heart of P-FLAG, with families sharing
their journeys and learning from each
other. We look forward to seeing you at
the next meeting! Come join us!

e?ecial December Meeting
Small Groups Only Meeting

Held Before Winter Party

Each December, PFLAG Houston cele-
brates with a "Winter Party." Last year
there' were several PFLAGers that
missed having the small groups during
the month. It turns out that as the holi-
day season opens up, so do many clos-
ets of gays and lesbians home for the
holidays. So this year we will be having
a brief "Small Groups Only" meeting for
those wishing to attend. Since our Win-
ter Party falls on the first Sunday of

c:>cember,the small groups meeting will
om 2:00pm - 3:00pm for those wish-

in to attend. The Winter Party will begin
at 3:00pm at Pete & Judy Filippone's just
a few miles from St. Francis' Episcopal
Church. For more information on the
Winter Party, see the invitation on page
3 of the Flyer.

Houston City Council Address
by David N. Morales

We are your neighbors, doctors, attor-
neys, policemen, teachers and psycholo-
gists. We are your children and your
grandchildren. We do not discriminate
when we donate to social support net-
works, yet we are denied many services
these agencies provide. We pay taxes
into a system that still treats us as sec-
ond class citizens.

Distinguished members of the Council, I
am here to request that a serious dia-
logue be established regarding passage
of a non-discrimination ordinance that will
protect all citizens of Houston from dis-
crimination in employment and housing.
Twenty years ago on October 1, 1975,
Hugh Crell made this request and Hous-
ton still doesn't have an ordinance.
Austin unanimously passed its non-
discrimination ordinance in August of
1975 and Dallas has since adopted an
ordinance of its own effective January
1995. These ordinances specifically
mention sexual orientation in their word-
ing. Currently, nine states have passed
comprehensive equal rights legislation,
and an additional 64 counties have done
the same.

~.III~•••r~"""rT~~"Many minority groups still suffer from
I various forms of under the table discrimi-

nation, and they have legislation to pro-
tect them from the discrimination they
experience. The gay and lesbian com-
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**Project Open Mind Training**
Last Chance: November 4th!

With Project Open Mind (POM) only days
away, Jeffery Garrett, POM Coordinator
from PFLAG National, will be conducting
one last training session THIS Saturday,
November 4th at Bering Church from
9:00am - 4:00pm. If you were unable to
attend the previous training in mid-
October, then this is the last chance for
you to get involved in this very exciting
media campaign being organized by
PFLAG National.

Project Open Mind is a major media and
public awareness cam-
paign designed to con-
front the nation with the
truth about the effects
of intolerance and ha-
tred directed toward
lesbian and gay Ameri-
cans. With over
$425,000 raised nation-
ally, this TV, radio, and
print campaign will
launch on November
8th, just one day after
the elections.

With a new message
that has been designed for this cam-
paign, it is important that PFLAGers
know how to respond to people that ask
about the ads. Therefore, PFLAG Na-
tional is conducting training on how to
respond to the radical rhetoric as well as
confrontations about the advertisements.

Here are some thoughts from Jane and
Irv Smith who attended the October train-
ing. "This training prepared us to answer
questions from friends and acquain-
tances who next month may see the
P-FLAG commercials on local TV sta-
tions. We role-played as if we were
being interviewed on radio or TV. It really
was fun, as well as having a very serious
purpose."

So, if you still aren't sure whether or not
.this is for you; IT IS! I strongly encourage
you to attehd if you are available on this
day. Houston is one of only 3 cities
where this campaign is being launched
and therefore will get a lot of national and
local attention. Please plan onattending
the training session on November 4th at
Bering UMC from 9am-4pm.

Nov. 5 .PFLAG Meeting
2:00 PM-4:30 PM
StFranCis Episcopal

. Church
345N. Piney Point Rd.

ElecJion Day:
Be ~.~reto Vote!

\\

Nov.7·

[)ec.3 PFGSinall Groups
Onl eeting,
2:00pm-3:00pm

Dec. 3 Winter,Party,3pm-5pm
Pete &"Judy Filippone's
Call Susan Upchurch
at 995:"9777to RSVP.

Jan. 7 PFLAG Meeting

(Continued on page 2)



S News
from Around the Nation

Clinton States Support for Employment Non-Discrimination Act
Sen. Edward Kennedy receives letter of support from President

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Oct 20 (Reuter) - President Bill Clinton signaled support on Friday
for legislation that would protect homosexuals from discrimination in the workplace,
two years after his policy on gays in the military rocked the country. "Individuals
should not be denied a job on the basis of something that has no relationship to their
ability to perform their work," Clinton said in a letter to Massachusetts Democratic
Sen. Edward Kennedy, a chief sponsor of the bill.

Clinton, in Columbus for a regional economic conference, got himself into trouble with
many Americans early in his presidency with a policy aimed at allowing gays to serve
in the military. Now, heading into his re-election campaign, he is still chided in the
South and elsewhere for the "don't ask, don't tell" policy. In an apparent attempt to
shore up his support in the politically active gay community, Clinton threw his weight
behind the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, which still faces an uphill battle in the
Republican-controlled Congress. Top White House adviser George Stephanopoulos
publicly announced Clinton's support for the measure Friday in a speech to the
National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association.

"The president has announced his explicit support for legislation to protect all
Americans. from discrimination in the workplace," Stephanopoulos told the
WaShington conference. "No one should lose their job for reasons that have nothing
to do with the job they do," he added. Clinton said in his letter, sent to Kennedy on
Thursday and later released to reporters, that discrimination in employment on the
basis of sexual orientation is currently legal in 41 states. "Men and women in those
states may be fired from their jobs solely because of their sexual orientation, even
when it has no bearing on their job performance," Clinton said.

"Those who face this kind of job discrimination have no legal recourse in either our
state or federal courts. This is wrong," he said. He said the proposed legislation is
careful to apply some essential exemptions in certain areas -- small businesses, the
armed forces and religious organizations, including schools and other educational
institutions substantially controlled or supported by religious organizations. In
addition, he said, the bill specifically prohibits preferential treatment on the basis of
sexual orientation, including quotas. It does not require employers to provide special
benefits, he said. "The bill, therefore, appears to answer all the legitimate objections
previously raised against it, while ensuring that Americans, regardless of their sexual
orientation, can find and keep their jobs based on their ability and the quality of their
work," Clinton said.

"The Employment Non-Discrimination Act is designed to protect the rights of all
Americans to participate in the job market without fear of unfair discrimination. I
support it." The Human Rights Campaign, the largest national U.S. homosexual
political group, applauded Clinton's move. "People should not be fired from their jobs
for a reason that has nothing to do with their abilities," the group's executive director,
Elizabeth Birch, said in a statement. "The president stands with the majority of
Americans in supporting equal rights in the workplace for lesbian and gay citizens."

Reuters 16: 10 10-20-95

PFLAG
FLYER

r'a-, November 199'VV Page 2

USSupreme Court reviews
anti-gay Amendment 2

by Timothy Phelps
WaShington - Oral arguments at the
Supreme Court are a little like Champi-
onship boxing, where the spectators keep
track of who lands the punches but don't
know how the judges score the match
until it's all over. Going into yesterday's
historic battle between the state of Col-
orado and gay rights advocates, most
legal handicappers were betting heavily
against the gays, who want the court to
strike down an amendment to the state
constitution forbidding any community
from protecting gays against discrimina-
tion.

However, after precisely 60 minutes of
argument yesterday, the odds had
shifted, because two key conservativ.
justices had joined four of their mot.
liberal colleagues in expressing some
Skepticism about the validity of the state's
case. Unlike in boxing, the scorecards
will not be tallied immediately. The results
of this contest will not be announced until
a decision is handed down, probably next
year. And it is often dangerous to predict
the votes of a justice from his or her
questions.

But gay rights advocates, some of whom
had said before hand that they did not
expect to win, were cheered, particularly
by Justice Anthony M. Kennedy's tough
questioning of state Solicitor General
Timothy Tymkovich.

In a courtroom packed with gays and
other spectators who had Slept overnight
on the court's marble steps in order to get
a seat, Tymkovich began by asking the
justices to overturn a ruling by the Col-
orado Supreme Court that the amend-
ment violates the U.S. Constitution's
guarantee of equal protection of the laws

------,----------------------.-----~ to all persons.

The amendment· forbids any sta.
agency, or any city or county, from pr
tecting people of homosexual, lesbian or
bisexual orientation or conduct from dis-
crimination. It would overturn existing or-
dinances in Denver, Boulder and Aspen.
The Colorado court said the amendment
violates homosexuals' fundamental right
to participate in the political process.

Kennedy interrupted Tymkovich's argu-
ment almost immediately to challenge his
assertion that the outcome of this case
should be governed by a 1971 Supreme
Court decision that ruled a California con-
stitutional amendment requiring that pub-
lic housing be approved by referendum

(Continued/rom page /)
munity is the only minority group that does not have legislation with which they can
legally confront the discrimination they experience. What we are asking for is not
special rights, but rather a form of legislation that will protect the rights that are already
ours. Everyone deserves the right to protect themselves form the ugly realities of
discrimination. Giving us legislation that will protect us from discrimination will not

- promote more homosexuality. Nothing can change a person's sexuality.

We, as a minority group, have demonstrated our positive influences on the city of
Houston. Our revitalization of the Heights area and the Montrose District, which in
1966 was a district of dilapidated houses, has increased that district's tax base ten fold
since 1966. Those accomplishments have shown our ability to rebuild abandoned
neighborhoods. Our leadership as the early crusaders in the battle against AIDS, and
the safety net that we created to support people from all walks of life who are afflicted
with this disease, has demonstrated our social consciousness. What more can we do
to illustrate the fact that we are caring, loving people, deserving of protection form
discrimination?
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Washington - Oral arguments at the
Supreme Court are a little like champi-
onship boxing, where the spectators keep
track of who lands the punches but don't
know how the judges score the match
until it's all over. Going into yesterday's
historic battle between the state of Col-
orado and gay rights advocates, most
legal handicappers were betting heavily
against the gays, who want the court to
strike down an amendment to the state
constitution forbidding any community
from protecting gays against discrimina-
tion.

However, after precisely 60 minutes of
argument yesterday, the odds had
shifted, because two key conservative
justices had joined four of their mot
liberal colleagues in expressing some
skepticism about the validity of the state's
case. Unlike in boxing, the scorecards
will not be tallied immediately. The results
of this contest will not be announced until
a decision is handed down, probably next
year. And it is often dangerous to predict
the votes of a justice from his or her
questions.

But gay rights advocates, some of whom
had said before hand that they did not
expect to win, were cheered, particularly
by Justice Anthony M. Kennedy's tough
questioning of state Solicitor General
Timothy Tymkovich.

In a courtroom packed with gays and
other spectators who had Slept overnight
on the court's marble steps in order to get
a seat, Tymkovich began by asking the
justices to overturn a ruling by the Col-
orado Supreme Court that the amend-
ment violates the U.S. Constitution's
guarantee of equal protection of the laws

--------------------------------1 to all persons.

The amendment forbids any sta.
agency, or any city or county, from pr
tecting people of homosexual, lesbian or
bisexual orientation or conduct from dis-
crimination. It would overturn existing or-
dinances in Denver, Boulder and Aspen.
The Colorado court said the amendment
violates homosexuals' fundamental right
to participate in the political process.

Kennedy interrupted Tymkovich's argu-
ment almost immediately to challenge his
assertion that the outcome of this case
should be governed by a 1971 Supreme
Court decision that ruled a California con-
stitutional amendment requiring that pub-
lic housing be approved by referendum
was not discriminatory. K.ennedy saidt.
case was different and probably uniq
because it separated out a particular
group of people for a broad range of
purposes. "I've never seen a case like
this," said the former constitutional law
teacher from Sacramento. Justice San-

should not be denied a job on the basis of something that has no relationship to their
ability to perform their work," Clinton said in a letter to Massachusetts Democratic
Sen. Edward Kennedy, a chief sponsor of the bill.

Clinton, in Columbus for a regional economic conference, got himself into trouble with
many Americans early in his presidency with a policy aimed at allowing gays to serve
in the military. Now, heading into his re-election campaign, he is still chided in the
South and elsewhere for the "don't ask, don't tell" policy. In an apparent attempt to
shore up his support in the politically active gay community, Clinton threw his weight
behind the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, which still faces an uphill battle in the
Republican-controlled Congress. Top White House adviser George Stephanopoulos
publicly announced Clinton's support for the measure Friday in a speech to the
National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association.

"The president has announced his explicit support for leqislation to protect all
Americans from discrimination in the workplace," Stephanopoulos told the
Washington conference. "No one should lose their job for reasons that have nothing
to do with the job they do," he added. Clinton said in his letter, sent to Kennedy on
Thursday and later released to reporters, that discrimination in employment on the
basis of sexual orientation is currently legal in 41 states. "Men and women in those
states may be fired from their jobs solely because of their sexual orientation, even
when it has no bearing on their job performance," Clinton said.

"Those who face this kind of job discrimination have no legal recourse in either our
state or federal courts. This is wrong," he said. He said the proposed legislation is
careful to apply some essential exemptions in certain areas -- small businesses, the
armed forces and religious organizations, including schools and other educational
institutions substantially controlled or supported by religious organizations. In
addition, he said, the bill specifically prohibits preferential treatment on the basis of
sexual orientation, including quotas. It does not require employers to provide special
benefits, he said. "The bill, therefore, appears to answer all the legitimate objections
previously raised against it, while ensuring that Americans, regardless of their sexual
orientation, can find and keep their jobs based on their ability and the quality of their
work," Clinton said.

"The Employment Non-Discrimination Act is designed to protect the rights of all
Americans to participate in the job market without fear of unfair discrimination. I
support it." The Human Rights Campaign, the largest national U.S. homosexual
political group, applauded Clinton's move. "People should not be fired from their jobs
for a reason that has nothing to do with their abilities," the group's executive director,
Elizabeth Birch, said in a statement. ''The president stands with the majority of

. Americans in supporting equal rights in the workplace for lesbian and gay citizens."

Reuters 16: 10 10-20-95

(Continued/rampage I)
munity is the only minority group that does not have legislation with which they can
legally confront the discrimination they experience. What we are asking for is not
special rights, but rather a form of legislation that will protect the rights that are already
ours. Everyone deserves the right to protect themselves form the ugly realities of
discrimination. Giving us legislation that will protect us from discrimination will not
promote more homosexuality. Nothing can change a person's sexuality.

We, as a minority group, have demonstrated our positive influences on the city of
Houston. Our revitalization of the Heights area and the Montrose District, which in
1966 was a district of dilapidated houses, has increased that district's tax base ten fold
since 1966. Those accomplishments have shown our ability to rebuild abandoned
neighborhoods. Our leadership as the early crusaders in the battle against AIDS, and
the safety net that we created to support people from all walks of life who are afflicted
with this disease, has demonstrated our social consciousness. What more can we do
to illustrate the fact that we are caring, loving people, deserving of protection form
discrimination? .

We ask this with sincerity, because we truly want to know what else we can do in order
for the City of Houston to adopt a non-discrimination ordinance. What else can we do
to get us all past this divisive issue?

Editor's Note: The above address was presented to the Houston City Council on October 3,
1995 by David N. Morales, a PFLAGer and founder of AHA, Anti-Homophobia Alliance. 5
PFLAG parents attended the council meeting in support of David. Let's hope that this is the
beginning of a serious dialogue with our local elected officials.

(Continued onpage 3)



he beginning of October, several of our PFLAGers were at the National PFLAG
ention to announce the Bus Trip to Washington DC in support of ENDA. We

a ready have 20 local moms & dads signed up. There are even folks from Michigan
considering a Northern bus trip. We've had calls from Arizona, Florida, New York,
and Maine. Along with other mailings and phone calls, parents across the nation are
calling us for information. If you haven't attended one of the Bus Bunch meetings, ~~~~~m~~~~~M~~~
show up for our next one at Bering Church on November 14that 7:00pm. Don't C
forget the bus logo and slogan contest. (See last month's newsletter.)

We are especially proud to have Dianne Hardy-Garcia with the Lesbian Gay Rights
Lobby at both our monthly and Advocacy Group meetings this month. Dianne will
be announcing an all new campaign in order to fight hate crimes in Texas. She will
be showing a video and talking to us about how we can get involved in this exciting
new campaign. If you know of anyone else interested in the Advocacy Group,
November will be the month for them to attend.

(Continued from page 2)
case like this," said the former constitutional law teacher from
Sacramento. Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, the other swing
vote on the court beside Kennedy, asked how far the amend-
ment's sweeping language might go. Would a public library be ••~ "'~ "'~ "'~ "'~ "'~ "'~ "'~ "'~ "'~ ••~ "'~ "':::--"'~ ••-::;...
in violation of the amendment if it refused to allow books to be ft ~ {t'lt {t'lt {t'lt {t'lt {t'lt {t'lt ft'lt {t'lt {t'lt {t'lt ft'lt ft'lt ft'lt ft'
borrowed by gays, she asked. Are state court judges prohib- ;, ;;m .4'1L~~j!)OUgton i,
ited from enforcing federal anti-discrimination laws? When ••, -iF",JJ ••-::;...
Tymkovich said no, O'Connor asked "How do we know that?" fl' jfourtb ~nnuaI Winter ~artp fl'
O'Connor, who as a strong proponent of states' rights had if i,
been expected to support the amendment, seemed more ••~ . G •.-::;...
inclined to send it back to the state court for further elucida- ft' J010 PPLA Houston at our ft~
tion. i' 1995Winter Celebration! i,
Other justices seemed to have considerably more difficulty;, When: Sunday, December 3, 1995 if
with the law. David H. Souter, normally relatively genteel in ••, 3:00pm-5:00pm ••~
his questioning of the advocates, seemed downright agitated fl~ fl'
by the state's arguments. Why, asked the former state court ••, Where: Pete & Judy Filippone's Home ••-::;...
judge from New Hampshire, was discrimination against gays fl, 11640Arrowood Circle flt.
valid when discrimination against others is not? Stephen i' (See Map Below) i~
Breyer asked pointedly whether a police department would be ••~ ••~
prohibited from announcing a policy against gay bashing. fl' ft~

••~ Reservations are $10.00 per person and ••~
Ruth Bader Ginsburg asked whether a public hospital, under fl'lt ft"t, must be purchased by November 18 ~the amendment, could announce that due to scarce resources i' i~
•
YS or lesbians could use its kidney machines. "Under this ••~ ••~

ndment, that's OK, right?" she asked. fi' Call Susan Upchurch at 995-9777 fl~
••~ for reservations and information ••,

In many cases, Tymkovich did not have time to answer before fi~ fl~
the next question was fired at him. Only Justice Antonin ••~ ••~
Scalia and Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist leaped to the fit.. Volunteers are needed, ifyou would like to flt..
defense of the state, with Scalia repeatedly giving suggestions i' volunteerplease call Susan Upchurch at 995-9777. i~
to Tymkovich as to how to parry the hostile questions of the ••~ ••~
other justices. Scalia said that nothing in the amendment fi' ft~
allows people to bash gays. And why, he asked, are the if i~
people of the state not entitled to decide who should get ••~ Map to PFLAG Winter Party ••~
protection and who should not. fi~ Pete & Judy Filippone" fl~

••~ 11640Arrowood CI" ••~
Scalia told Jean Dubofsky, the lawyer for the gay rights fi~ ft~
advocates, that most people have no inherent right to protec- "f g. s:
tion from private discrimination. "If I walk into a bed and fi~ Arrowood .3 \{ _
breakfast and they tell me' they don't like Italian-Americans, ;, Circle ~ l~
trun'c: mv trumh IIIr.k" C:::Iiri ~r.::lli::l whnsa fathar p.minr::ltp.ri ••_ Vargo's ~ •._

"osether, We Will

Short Takes! I..C)C)Ii C)ur
()N!T Gail Rickey has a tape of the con-

gressional hearings on hate crimes "fllS II I N .~,
that she needs typed into a word ~ J..J
processing file. If you or someone
you know has the transcription skills 111'l111'l
to do this, please call Gail at 440- .•• .••

0353. ("()"II" S
T If you are on any type of Internet .I 1'. ~t..:

email, please email h irv@ao/.comif"I\"I\'
ou want to be included in the mailing 1'. J. 1'. J. •
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Discrimination & Injustice
We want to hear your story!

As a part of Project Open Mind, we
will be called upon to talk to audiences
about discrimination and other injus-
tices against gays and lesbians. One
of the items discussed at the POM
training was the idea of having several
true stories about injustices that would
get the point across that there really is
a problem. So, if you have a story
that you don't mind being shared,
please send it in to the PFLAG Hous-
ton PO box. Your name will be kept
anonymous in any publication of your
story. Of a special interest are stories
involving workplace or residential dis-
crimination, hate crimes, or other acts
that show the injustices being perpe-
trated due to the climate of hate in our
society. Simply write down your true
story and send it to PFLAG Houston,
Attn: POM Stories, P.O. Box 53796,
Houston, TX 77052-3796.
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case like this," said the former constitutional law teacher from
Sacramento. Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, the other swing
vote on the court beside Kennedy, asked how far the amend-
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In many cases, Tymkovich did not have time to answer before ii' ~,
the next question was fired at him. Only Justice Antonin ,.., ,..,
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We are especially proud to have Dianne Hardy-Garcia with the Lesbian Gay Rights
Lobby at both our monthly and Advocacy Group meetings this month. Dianne will
be announcing an all new campaign in order to fight hate crimes in Texas. She will
be showing a video and talking to us about how we can get involved in this exciting
new campaign. If you know of anyone else interested in the Advocacy Group,
November will be the month for them to attend.
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Discrimination & Injustice
We want to hear your story!

As a part of Project Open Mind, we
will be called upon to talk to audiences
about discrimination and other injus-
tices against gays and lesbians. One
of the items discussed at the POM
training was the idea of having several
true stories about injustices that would
get the point across that there really is
a problem. So, if you have a story
that you don't mind being shared,
please send it in to the PFLAG Hous-
ton PO box. Your name will be kept
anonymous in any publication of your
story. Of a special interest are stories
involving workplace or residential dis-
crimination, hate crimes, or other acts
that show the injustices being perpe-
trated due to the climate of hate in our
society. Simply write down your true
story and send it to PFLAG Houston,
Attn: POM Stories, P.O. Box 53796,
Houston, TX 77052-3796.



•

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
November 1, 1995

Dear PFLAG Family, •

As the sands of 1995 rapidly fall to the bottom of the hourglass, we as a society have traditionally set
aside time to look back, remember, and give thanks. This season quickly merges into a gift-buying
frenzy as the race for the winter holidays and end of the year approach. Before that season hits us, we,
the board ofPFLAG, ask you to review with us some of what we've accomplished in 1995:

•

•
*In March-April, PFLAG Houston held its second vefJ' successful "Healing the Hurt"
Homophobia Conference with .over 500 in attendance.
*A National Bravery Award for exceptional achievement and courage was created .•
*The Homophobia Conference was awarded the Best Edueational Program of the year at
the PFl.,AG National Convention in September-October, 1995. .•
*Our own Ann Chapman was honored there with the most prestigious. Starr Award for out-
standing leadership, and advocacy in her school and city.
~H.A.T.C.H. awarded PFLAG the 1995 John Kellett Award for service in our community.
IWe initiated a $1,000 college scholarship program for a deserving gay or lesbian youth.
*The heart of our mission, our monthly meetings, continues to grow in attendance as well
asin education, support, and advocacy.

We ask you to recognize and give thanks for the healing these events have brought about. Weare
thankful for your participation in these events and in the ongoing mission ofPFLAG.

After taking stock of where we've been this past year, we also look toward where we are going in 1996:

*A busload of parents and friends from PFLAG Houston and many southeastern PFLAG .
chapters will go to Washington, D.C. to show support for the Employment Non-Discrimination
Act. (PFLAG Houston originated the idea and is working to bring the dream to fruition.)
*A new program, Project Open Mind, will increase awareness of the obstacles gays and
lesbians actually face. Initiated by PFLAG National, the community education campaign will be
underwritten with local and national funds and appear initially in Atlanta, Houston, and Tulsa:
*Our Speakers' Bureau, busy already with gay/lesbian groups and university classes, will be
busier than ever after the PFLAG commercials appear in early November.

As-always, we can do little without your help.

Traditionally, we end the year with introspection, thanks, and gift-giving. We ask you to consider
ending 1995 by investing in 1996 with a gift to' PFL~G Houston, perhaps supporting one of the specific
programs listed above, perhaps contributing to offset our ordinary operating costs for our very. extra-
ordinary mission. •~ ,
We ask you to take a moinent, review the enclosed card, and return it with your contribution in the
envelope provided. Cards marked "in memory of .." or "in honor of .." will be displayed at the Winter
Holiday Party, December 3. No gift is too small (or too largel); we ask you simply to look at the good
PFLAG can do in the future after reviewing the good it has done in the past. _ . .

s;~~
Don Sinclair, President,
PFLAG Houston

..•

.,
,

PFLAG Houston, P. O. Box 53796, Houston, Texas 77052-3796 (713) 867-9020
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Winter Party & Small Groups
December 3

Join us for a time of sharing.
family. and friends

Each year at this time, we gather for a
time of fun, family and friends at our
annual Winter Party. This year the
Winter Party will be from 3pm - 5pm at
Pete & Judy Filippone's home.
Reservations for the Winter Party are
$10 and must be made in advance. Call
Susan Upchurch for last minute
reservations at 995-9777.

Last year there 'were several PFLAGers
that missed having the small groups
during the month. It turns out that as the
holiday season opens up, so do many
closets of gays and lesbians home for

I the holidays. So this year we will be
having a brief "Small Groups Only"
meeting for those wishing to attend. So
this year we will be having small groups'
at st. Francis Episcopal from 2pm -
3pm. The Spouse Support Group will be
meeting as well as 3 general interest
small groups. We will meet in the
church entry way for maps to the small
groups. The Winter Party is only a few
miles from the church making it easy to
join other PFLAGers at the Filippone's.

The other small groups will resume at
the January 7th meeting. We look
forward to seeing you at the next
meeting! Come join us as we begin a
new year of Support, Education, and
Advocacy.

LGRLLaunches Pledge Project
Training Scheduled for Dec. 7

Dianne Hardy-Garcia will be in Houston
on December 7 from 7pm - 9pm for a
special training session on LGRL's new
"Pledge Project." The Pledge is a new

•
campaign to get Texans across the state
to sign a pledge to help end hate crimes
in Texas. With a great logo and a
message that all Texans can commit to,
LGRL is hoping to get thousands of
signed pledge cards returned before the
next legislative session.

This friendly campaign will allow us to
talk to our neighbors, family members,
friends, and co-workers about the hate
crimes issue in a way that will make
sense to people of all political and philo-
sophical backgrounds. There will be
plenty of extra Pledge cards at the Win-
ter Party for you to pick up and use
during the next few months.

The Official Newsletter of
Parents, Families, and Friends of

Lesbians and Gays of Houston, TX
PO Box 53796

Houston. Texas 77052-3796
Helpline: 713-867-9020

Parents, FaatiIIes ,nd Friends of LesIIiw nGays

Project Open Mind Update
A Successful Outreach Project?

It was only 1 month ago that PFLAG
Houston hosted a news conference an-
nouncing the beginning of "Project
Open Mind (PaM)." POM is an educa-
tion and outreach campaign de-
signed to raise the public's aware-
ness of the negative effects of hate
speech.

paM began with the 2 television com-
mercials "Bashing" and "Innocence."
These ads portray 2 examples of the
negative effects of hate speech: gay
bashings and suicide. Since the ads
contain examples of hate speech from
various public figures including Pat
Robertson, Jerry Falwell, and Jesse
Helms, virtually every tv station refused
to air the ads on the grounds of legal
concerns. Pat Robertson and the Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network issued
threatening letters and faxes to all of
the local tv stations warning that law-
suits would be filed against any station

. airing the ads. Needless to say, the ads
did not run in Houston. But does that
mean paM is not a success? BY NO
MEANS!!!

Project Open Mind is not about ads on
TV! It is about raising the publlc's
awareness of hate speech and its
negative effects. So what do we do
now? Now we reach out. It is our turn
to reach out to different community
groups, our friends, neighbors and oth-
ers with the message of Project Open
Mind. With the commercials to begin
the discussion, we must tell the facts
about hate speech and its negative ef-
fects. It is illegal to yell "Fire," in a
crowded theater due to the potential
danger that can occur. It is just as
wrong to allow the hate speech to con-
tinue to flow unchallenged in public fo-
rums. PFLAG has said we won't let it
continue. We cannot remain silent.

So what can you do as a member of
PFLAG Houston? Talk about the ads.

. Alert the Helpline about potential speak-
ing opportunities for paM spokesper-
sons. We have copies of the advertise-
ments and can bring them to speaking
engagements for viewing. If you or
someone you know is interested in
hearing more about Project Open Mind
and its message, leave a message on
the Helpline so we can get in touch with

Call for Support of Channel 20
Taking a Stand on Hate Speech
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Some of you may remember several
months ago when our president Don
Sinclair agreed to be on a radio show
with a local minister named Phil Arms.
Arms, who is extremely hostile to homo-
sexuality had his own TV show on
Channel 20, as well as his own church
in the Alief SW Houston area.

It was announced fast week that Chan-
nel 20 had canceled Arms' TV show,
primarily because of the hate speech he
uses against gays, lesbians, Muslims,
and other minority groups. PFLAG
member Sue Null called Channel 20 to
thank them for this decision. In an
em ail to Gail Rickey, Sue writes: "I
called Channel 20, KTXH, to express
my approval for canceling Phil Arms
and they told me that I was the ONLY
one who had called for 'our' side; that
they had received a barrage of letters
from people supporting Phil Arms and
angry at the station. I asked if a letter
from me would help; they said, YES! (I
sent one). I think we need to let this
channel know that we support their deci-
sion not to let this hate-monger or, the
air."

Sue encourages us all to contact the
station manager, MICHAEL DUNLOP,
and thank the station for its stance.

KTXH - Channel 20, UPN
8950 Kirby Drive
11- _1. -----~~



Winter Party & Small Groups
December 3

Join us for a time of sharing,
family, and friends

Each year at this time, we gather for a
time of fun, family and friends at our
annual Winter Party. This year the
Winter Party will be from 3pm - 5pm at
Pete & Judy Filippone's home.
Reservations for the Winter Party are
$10 and must be made in advance. Call
Susan Upchurch for last minute
reservations at 995-9777.

Last year there were several PFLAGers
that missed having the small groups
during the month. It turns out that as the
holiday season opens up, so do many
closets of gays and lesbians home for
the holidays. So this year we will be
having a brief "Small Groups Only"
meeting for those wishing to attend. So
this year we will be having small groups
at St. Francis Episcopal from 2pm -"
3pm. The Spouse Support Group will be
meeting as well as 3 general interest
small groups. We will meet in the
church entry way for maps to the small
groups. The Winter Party is only a few
miles from the church making it easy to
join other PFLAGers at the Filippone's.

The other small groups will resume at
the January 7th meeting. We look
forward to seeing you at the next
meeting! Come join us as we begin a
new year of Support, Education, and
Advocacy.

Parents, Fades ,lid Friends 01UsIIians IndCilys

Project Open Mind Update
A Successful Outreach Project?

It was only 1 month ago that PFLAG
Houston hosted a news conference an-
nouncing the beginning of "Project
Open Mind (POM)." POM is an educa-
tion and outreach campaign de-
signed to raise the public's aware-
ness of the negative effects of hate
speech.

POM began with the 2 television com-
mercials "Bashing" and "Innocence."
These ads portray 2 examples of the
negative effects of hate speech: gay
bashings and suicide. Since the ads
contain examples of hate speech from
various public figures including Pat
Robertson, Jerry Falwell, and Jesse
Helms, virtually every tv station refused
to air the ads on the grounds of legal
concems. Pat Robertson and the Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network issued
threatening letters and faxes to all of
the local tv stations waming that law-
suits would be filed against any station
airing the ads. Needless to say, the ads
did not run in Houston. But does that
mean POM is not a success? BY NO
MEANS!!!

Project Open Mind is not about ads on
TV! It is about raising the public's
awareness of hate speech and its
negative effects. So what do we do
now? Now we reach out. It is our tum
to reach out to different community
groups, our friends, neighbors and oth-
ers with the message of Project Open

Dianne Hardy-Garcia will be in Houston Mind. With the commercials to begin
on December 7 from 7pm - 9pm for a the discussion, we must tell the facts
special training session on LGRL's new about hate speech and its negative ef-
"Pledge Project." The Pledge is a new fects. It is illegal to yell "Fire," in a

•
campaign to get Texans across the state crowded theater due to the potential
to sign a pledge to help end hate crimes danger that can occur. It is just as
in Texas. With a great logo and a wrong to allow the hate speech to con-
message that all Texans can commit to, tinue to flow unchallenged in public fo-
LGRL is hoping to get thousands of rums. PFLAG has said we won't let it
signed pledge cards returned before the continue. We cannot remain silent.
next leqislatlve session. So what can you do as a member of
This friendly campaign will allow us to PFLAG Houston? Talk about the ads.
talk to" our nei(!hbo!"S, family members, Alert the Helpline about potential speak-
friends, and co-workers about the hate ing opportunities for POM spokesper-
crimes issue in a" way that Will make sons. We have copies of the advertise-
sense to people of all political and philo- ments and can bring them to speaking Sue encourages us all to contact the
sophical backgrounds. There will be engagements for viewing. If you or station manager, MICHAEL DUNLOP,
plenty of extra Pledge cards at the Win- someone you know is interested in and thank the station for its stance.

P f t· k d hearing more about Project Open Mindter arty or you 0 pIC up an use KTXH _ Channel 20, UPN
d . th f th and its message, leave a message onunng " e next ew mon s. 8950 Kirby Drivethe Helpline so we can get in touch with
If you are interested in being a speaker you for more information. Houston, Texas 77054
for the Pledge Project, join Dianne at Phone: 661-2020; Fax: 665-3909
Bering UMC for this special training ses- r.-•••• , ••• r.•••• ,.,rtI•• " FYI, Rev. Don Sinclair, our President,
sion as PFLAG supports LGRL's launch recently received a form letter from
of the Pledge. If you have any ques- Arms, asking for his support, as a minis-
tions, as always, please contact the ter, in protesting to the station about
Helpline at 867-9020. Arms expulsion!!

LGRLLaunches Pledge Project
Training Scheduled for Dec. 7
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Call for Support of Channel 20
Taking a Stand on Hate Speech

Some of you may remember several
months ago when our president Don
Sinclair agreed to be on a radio show
with a local minister named Phil Arms.
Arms, who is extremely hostile to homo-
sexuality had his own" TV show on
Channel 20, as well as his own church
in the Alief SW Houston area.

It was announced fast week that Chan-
nel 20 had canceled Arms' TV show,
primarily because of the hate speech he
uses against gays, lesbians, Muslims,
and other minority groups. PFLAG
member Sue Null called Channel 20 to
thank them for this decision. In an
email to Gail Rickey, Sue writes: "I
called Channel 20, KTXH, to express
my approval for canceling Phil Arms
and they told me that I was the ONLY
one who had called for 'our' side; that
they had received a barrage of letters
from people supporting Phil Arms and
angry at the station. I asked if a letter
from me would help; they said, YES! (I
sent one). I think we need to let this
channel know that we support their deci-
sion not to let this hate-monger or. the
air."



The Short and Tragic Life of a Neighborhood "Sissy"
By Victoria Brownworth

Note from an email friend: The next time somebody suggests that homosexuality is an inappropriate subject to be taught in the
schools, you might want to pass along this article. In this instance a child was murdered. In other cases, the result is suicide.
There are lessons to be leamed here ...teaching diversity and acceptance in scnoots can save lives ...pretending that children

- don't need to teem such things wil! perpetuate t!'!eongoing dangerous climate for gay yOtlth. This child,may or may not have been
gay. But homophobia made his life and subsequent death an undeservedly living hell.· .

Tonight, kids will be going door to door in Halloween costumes. There will be the usual high-pitched shrieks of laughter and
shouts of "Boo" as children run through the streets, bags of candy swinging. In Middletown, Del., neighbors caught up in the
excitement of the holiday may actually stop thinking about 9-year-old Steven Wilson for a while. For Karen Wilson, the boy's
mother, the pain of hearing the happy voices of other children may be almost unbearable. Her son.won't be among the revelers.
Her son is gone for good. The shrieks she hears in the streets outside may make her wonder again what the last moments of her
son's life were like. May make her want to scream out her own anguish.

It's been two weeks since little Steven disappeared; two weeks since he was murdered not far from the apartment complex
where he lived. Fifteen-year-old Lamont Harden has been charged with the murder. Police say Harden has confessed. But that
is only part of the story of the short and terribly sad life of Steven Wilson. The rest of the tale is just as grim.

Steven wasn't like other boys. He had a learning disability, he was shy - a loner, his mother told reporters when he was still
missing. And he liked to play with dolls, with girl's toys. "They teased him a lot," said one neighbor who admitted her child was
among his persecutors. "He would hide in my house," said one of his baby sitters. Steven was afraid of the children in his
neighborhood. Afraid of the taunts, afraid of being "picked on," afraid of how being different had made him a target. Steven was
right to be afraid.

There was shock in Middletown when Steven's little, battered body was found in a nearby creek. There was horror a few da
later when police announced Harden's arrest at a town meeting and told a packed hall how brutal Steven's murder was. But
while Steven was missing, and in the days afterward, as Harden and other children were questioned about his murder, the
mothers of Middletown worried: Had their children been involved in the boy's death? Because apparently they had all been
involved in the daily torture he endured in life. Several mothers admitted their fear; others found it difficult to believe Harden
committed the killing aione.

"steven didn't go with people," said one mother, adamantly. Whether or not Harden had accomplices who helped him fracture
~Steven~kull in several places, break his jaw,- 9'"!lck his teetL viciously rape t!im and drown himJ..n the creek, we may never
know. But if Steven hadn't been a "sissy" who liked to play with dolls, if he hadn't been the target of nearly-every child in the
neighborhood, perhaps he would not have become the victim of murder.

Homophobia has many guises. A boy who likes girl's toys or clothes gets taunted, hit, assaulted or raped. The perpetrators
often say they were trying to teach the victim a lesson, teach him the difference between masculine and feminine. Perhaps that's
what Harden wanted to do to Steven. Perhaps the kind of "games" the neighborhood children played with Steven - taunts,
bullying, violence - just got out of hand and he was killed.

Harden will be tried and liKely convicted. But while what Harden stands accused of doing to Steven is certainly the most awfy'!""

@J News
from Around the Nation
Disney Extends Benefits to Partners of Gay & Lesbian Employees

Now is the Time of Send Letters of Support

NEW YORK, Oct 6 (Reuter) - Walt Disney Co has extended health benefits to
partners of its gay and lesbian employees, after resisting the trend among its
competitors to provide the benefits, the Wall Street Journal reported Friday. The
company announced the news quietly this week in a benefits newsletter, though
gay employees at Disney said the reversal was a major event after years of
lobbying, the paper said. It added Disney would not estimate the costs of extending
the benefits, scheduled to be available starting January 1.

ReuteriVariety .

Editor's Note: Disney has become the subject of numerous boycotts as a result of
this decision. Most recently, the Florida Southern Baptist Convention issued a
statement recommending that churches no longer support Walt Disney World or
Walt Disney Corporation. Hmm ...1 think we should show our support. So now
more than ever, take time to show your appreciation to Disney by writing a letter of
support to Michael Eisner, 500 South Buena Vista St., Burbank, CA 91521.
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Check Your Bookshelves
PFLAG Library Needs Your Help

In a recent note from Dick and Norma
Graves, our PFLAG Librarians, Norma
wanted to remind everyone to check
your bookshelves, video cabinets, cars,
and homes for any books, videos, or
tapes from the PFLAG Houston Library.
We seem to be somewhat behind on our
returns, so there will be a box at the
Winter Party to return library items.
Next month, look for descriptions of
some exciting new additions to our
PFLAG Library. Don't forget to check for
those overdue books, after all, we don't
charge late fees. ©

Reprint
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The Short and Tragic Life of a Neighborhood "Sissy"

By Victoria Brownworth

Note from an email friend: The next time somebody suggests that homosexuality is an inappropriate subject to be taught in the
schools, you might want to pass along this article. In this instance a child was murdered. In other cases, the result is suicide.
There are lessons to be leamed here ... teaching diversity and acceptance in scnoois can save lives ...pretending that children
don't need to teem such things will perpetuate ttle ongoing dangerous cHmate for gay yo!,1h. This child,may or may not have been
gay. But homophobia made his life and subsequent death an undeservedly living hel/.

Tonight, kids will be going door to door in Halloween costumes. There will be the usual high-pitched shrieks of laughter and
shouts of "Boo" as children run through the streets, bags of candy swinging. In Middletown, Del., neighbors caught up in the
excitement of the holiday may actually stop thinking about 9-year-old Steven Wilson for a while. For Karen Wilson, the boy's
mother, the pain of hearing the happy voices of other children may be almost unbearable. Her son.won't be among the revelers.
Her son is gone for good. The shrieks she hears in the streets outside may make her wonder again what the last moments of her
son's life were like. May make her want to scream out her own anguish.

It's been two weeks since little Steven disappeared; two weeks since he was murdered not far from the apartment complex
where he lived. Fifteen-year-old Lamont Harden has been charged with the murder. Police say Harden has confessed. But that
is only part of the story of the short and terribly sad life of Steven Wilson. The rest of the tale is just as grim.

Steven wasn't like other boys. He had a learning disability, he was shy - a loner, his mother told reporters when he was still
missing. And he liked to play with dolls, with girl's toys. "They teased him a lot," said one neighbor who admitted her child was
among his persecutors. "He would hide in my house," said one of his baby sitters. Steven was afraid of the children in his
neighborhood. Afraid of the taunts, afraid of being "picked on," afraid of how being different had made him a target. Steven was
right to be afraid. •

There was shock in Middletown when Steven's little, battered body was found in a nearby creek. There was horror a few da .
later when police announced Harden's arrest at a town meeting and told a packed hall how brutal Steven's murder was. But
while Steven was missing, and in the days afterward, as Harden and other children were questioned about his murder, the
mothers of Middletown worried: Had their children been involved in the boy's death? Because apparently they had all been
involved in the daily torture he endured in life. Several mothers admitted their fear; others found it difficult to believe Harden
committed the kiliing aione.

"steven didn't go with people," said one mother, adamantly. Whether or not Harden had accomplices who helped him fracture
Steven's skull in several places, break his jaw, crack his teeth, viciously rape him and drown him in the creek, we may never
know. But if Steven hadn't been a "sissy" who Irked to play with dolls, if he hadn't been the target of nearly "every child in the
neighborhood, perhaps he would not have become the victim of murder.

Homophobia has many guises. A boy who likes girl's toys or clothes gets taunted, hit, assaulted or raped. The perpetrators
often say they were trying to teach the victim a lesson, teach him the difference between masculine and feminine. Perhaps that's
what Harden wanted to do to Steven. Perhaps the kind of "games" the neighborhood children played with Steven - taunts,
bullying, violence - just got out of hand and he was killed.

Harden will be tried and li~ly convicted. But while what Harden stands accused of doing to Steven is certainly the most awfit
of the many crimes committed against this child, there were many others. There was a climate in Middletown that made Stev
afraid every day of his short life. And that climate may have contributed to his death; made Harden believe no one cared wha
happened to Steven, that his death was no one's loss. The climate in Middletown has changed since Steven's murder; mothers
say they are afraid, but don't say of what. Something happened in this small town, but it could have happened anywhere. This
Halloween night, a ghost hovers over Middletown. His name is Steven Wilson, and he's seeking the justice and peace he never
found in life.

Reprinted from PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS, Tuesday, October 31, 1995



'I, winter is here and 1995 is almost over. Soon January will be here and the Bus
tu Washington, DC will be right around the corner. Since the announcement at

the PFLAG National Convention in Indianapolis, more than 30 chapters have .~~ December 1995
contacted us to indicate their interest in this nation-wide project. 'V'" Page 3

More than 20 Houston PFLAGers will ride the bus, which departs Sat., March 16, '!IlIIIIIIII!IIIIlIIIIIII!IIIIIIII!I!!IlIIIIIIII!!IlIIIIIIII!!IIIIIIII!I!!IIIIIIII!I!!IlIIIIIIII!!IIIIIIII!I!!IIIIIIII!I!!IlIIIIIIII!!IlIIIIIIII!!IlIIIIIIII!m.mI
and returns March 23. We will be in Washington, DC on March 19-20. If you are
interested in joining us on the Bus or just want to help us get ready for this exciting
project, attend the next Bus Bunch meeting on Tues., Dec. 12, at Bering Methodist
Church.

We are anticipating more Moms & Dads joining us from Houston and around the
country. There are also plans to have a group of our sons, daughters, friends and
supporters meet us in DC on the 19th. We have already received requests from the
Houston Chronicle and TriAngle Video to provide print and video documentary
coverage of the trip. This trip in sUpJ20rt of EN.J>Aanq our children, friends, and
family is going to be a historical event for PFLAG parents across the nation. Make
plans now to join us in this exciting journey to our nation's capital.

"oaei:her, We Wi••

Community Rallies to Support FirstTexas Honda
Dealer Withstands Call to Pull Texas Triangle Ads

AUSTIN-- Community leaders, business owners and gays and lesbians came
together this week to support an Austin car dealership that is being picketed by a
conservative Christian group--the American Family Association--for advertising in
the Texas Triangle. The controversy has been ongoing for several months. It began
when Wyatt Roberts, who hosts a talk show on Christian radio station KIXL-AM on
Saturday mornings, began reading a list of Austin advertisers in the Triangle on thee.Advertisers were urged to pull out of the Triangle; when one car dealership,

•.•l Texas Honda, refused, it was picketed by the American Family Association.

Initially, gays and lesbians and their supporters ignored the pickets. That changed
last weekend, when a group of business leaders, politicians, and gays and lesbians
decided to demonstrate their support for First Texas Honda on two fronts: First,
community leaders signed a statement pledging that discrimination will not be
tolerated in Austin. Second, gays, lesbians and their supporters picketed KIXL-AM
Saturday morning. The "nonverbal picket" was covered by the Austin American-
Statesman.

t.ew Aldridge, .owner..cf the City GriU, 'cHi Austin restaurant in the entertainment
district, invited area business owners, newspaper publishers and political leaders to
sign a resolution stating that there is "no place in Austin business for those who
advocate discrimination." In a letter attached to the resolution, Aldridge said he
hoped that "Austin's mainstream business and community leaders can make it clear
that this kind of hatred and oppression has no place in our city. Both personally and
as a citizen of Austin, I will be deeply grateful for your assistance," Aldridge said. "But
in the end it is for everyone that this statement should be released: One cannot stand
Silently by while others are oppressed without becoming one of the oppressors."

Among those who had signed the statement at press time were Austin Mayor Bruce
Todd, County Judge Bill Aleshire, Sen. Gonzalo Barrientos, Reps. Sherri Greenberg,
Glen Maxey, and Elliott Naishtat, City councumernbers Gus Garcia, Jackie Good-
man and Brigid Shea, longtime Austin businessman and former Mayor Roy Butler,
and the publishers of the Austin Chronicle and the Texas Triangle. Declining to sign
the statement were the Texas Automobile Dealers Association and Roger Kintzel,
publisher of the American Statesman .

• Ie Aldridge worked to gather signatures, gay and lesbian activists demonstrated.
"Ihey (the American Family Association) have vowed not to remove their pickets at
First Texas Honda until First Texas Honda pulls their advertisements," said Kirk
Rice, an Austin lawyer who organized the picket at KIXL-AM. "And First Texas Honda
has wholeheartedly said, 'No, we're not pulling our ads' ....This is more of a support-
First Texas Honda, support-free-speech sort of rally."

Mark Haworth, the First Texas Honda salesman who began placing ads in the
Triangle 14 months ago, addressed the picketers before the rally began. "We're not
backing down," he said. "it is witil the support of you By iJavidEiiloi, TRIANGLE
Staffall that's going to help us stand strong. They've got to be stopped, because if it
doesn't stop here, who's next?" Haworth said that since AFA protests began, the
agency has signed another 26-week contract with the Triangle, a statewide weekly.

Support for the picket was diverse. Amy Carter, spokeswoman for the Lesbian/Gay
Rights Lobby of Texas, explained why she became involved: "Sometimes it is best to
ignore them (the American Family Association) and go on, but we felt this time that
.••••••••• I _I ! .I.. •••••• II' __ ~_ 11 ",_-& :..J n'A/ .••_ ••.•.•• _&
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person. But I don't want anybody decid-
ing on the basis of her sexual orientation,
on the basis of who she chooses to love,
whether she's a worthwhile person or not.
I certainly don't want a radio station who
doesn't know her deciding that."

Meanwhile, Roberts acknowledged the
presence of the picketers during his radio
show. "Forthe last couple 'ormonms.we
have announced the names of main-
stream advertisers appearing in the Tri-
angle," he told his listeners. "Well, that
apparently has upset some folks."

On the air, Roberts denied that he insti-
gated the protest against First Texas
Honda. At the same time, however, he
read the Honda dealership's address to
his listeners three times and reiterated
why the American Family Association is
picketing them.

In a Triangle interview last Saturday,
following the radio program, Roberts ini-
tially said that his radio show "didn't orga-
nize any kind of protest out there" at First
Texas Honda. However, Roberts ac-
knowledged that his words on the radio--
as well as the fact that he had attended
the protest the previous Saturday--might
be viewed by objective sources as a
statement of support. "I think it would be
fair to characterize niy presence there as
a protest," he said. "I did not orchestrate
the protest."

Here is the resolution released by Lew
Aldridge, owner of the City Grill. Those
signing the resolution were the publishers
of the Austin Chronicle and the Texas
Triangle, Austin Mayor Bruce Todd,
County Judge Bill Aleshire, City Council
members Gus Garcia, Jackie Goodman
and Brigid Shea, Sen. Gonzalo Barrien-
tos, Reps. Sherri Greenberg, Glen
Maxey and Elliott Naishtat, and Austin
businessman and former Mayor Roy But-
ler.

The Texas Resolution

We support the equal rights of every
Austinite, including our lesbian and gay
citizens, to fully participate in our city's
economic life--as employees, as con-
sumers and as business people. We
support the equal right of every Austin
business to conduct its business in a
mannerUlaf iitciude« aft or-Austin'::;peo-
ple:

We deplore actions of any group de-
signed to force or intimidate businesses
into discriminating against gays and les-
bians or any other group. We commend,
applaud and support First Texas Honda

"- .. .. .. _.



person. But I don't want anybody decid-
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on the basis of who she chooses to love,
whether she's a worthwhile person or not.
I certainly don't want a radio station who
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gated the protest against First Texas
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tially said that his radio show "didn't orga-
nize any kind of protest out there" at First
Texas Honda. However, Roberts ac-
knowledged that his words on the radio--
as well as the fact that he had attended
the protest the previous Saturday--might
be viewed by objective sources as a

t.ew Aldridge, owner of tho City Grill, 'sn Austin restaurant in the entertainment statement of support. "I think it would be
district, invited area business owners, newspaper publishers and political leaders to fair to characterize my presence there as
sign a resolution stating that there is "no place in Austin business for those who a protest," he said. "I did not orchestrate
advocate discrimination." In a letter attached to the resolution, Aldridge said he the protest."
hoped that "Austin's mainstream business and community leaders can make it clear Here is the resolution released by Lew
that this kind of hatred and oppression has no place in our city. Both personally and Aldridge, owner of the City Grill. Those
as a citizen of Austin, I will be deeply grateful for your assistance," Aldridge said. "But signing the resolution were the publishers
in the end it is for everyone that this statement should be released: One cannot stand of the Austin Chronicle and the Texas
silently by while others are oppressed without becoming one of the oppressors." Triangle, Austin Mayor Bruce Todd,

Among those who had signed the statement at press time were Austin Mayor Bruce County Judge Bill Aleshire, City Council
Todd, County Judge Bill Aleshire, Sen. Gonzalo Barrientos, Reps. Sherri Greenberg, members Gus Garcia, Jackie Goodman
Glen Maxey, and Elliott Naishtat, City Councilmembers Gus Garcia, Jackie Good- and Brigid Shea, Sen. Gonzalo Barrien-
man and Brigid Shea, longtime Austin businessman and former Mayor Roy Butler, tos, Reps. Sherri Greenberg, Glen
and the publishers of the Austin Chronicle and the Texas Triangle. Declining to sign Maxey and Elliott Naishtat, and Austin
the statement were the Texas Automobile Dealers Association and Roger Kintzel, businessman and former Mayor Roy But-
publisher of the American Statesman. ler .

• Ie Aldridge worked to gather signatures, gay and lesbian activists demonstrated. The Texas Resolution
" Ihey (the American Family Association) have vowed not to remove their pickets at We support the equal rights of every
First Texas Honda until First Texas Honda pulls their advertisements," said Kirk Austinite, including our lesbian and gay
Rice, an Austin lawyer who organized the picket at KIXL-AM. "And First Texas Honda
has wholeheartedly said, 'No, we're not pulling our ads' ....This is more of a support- citizens, to fully participate in our city's
First Texas Honda, support-free-speech sort of rally." economic life-as employees, as con-

sumers and .as business people. We
Mark Haworth, the First Texas Honda salesman who began placing ads in the support the equal right of every Austin
Triangle 14 months ago, addressed the picketers before the rally began. "We're not business to conduct its business in a
backing down," he said. "it is with the support of you By David Eiiioi, TRiANGLE~' mlinnej'ihat iiiciuae« aii ur Austin'~ peo-
Staffall that's going to help us stand strong. They've got to be stopped, because if it pie:' .
doesn't stop here, who's next?" Haworth said that since AFA protests began, the .
agency has signed another 26-week contract with the Triangle, a statewide weekly. ~e deplore actlon.s .of. any gro.up de-

signed to force or mtlmldate businesses
Support for the picket was diverse. Amy Carter, spokeswoman for the Lesbian/Gay into discriminating against gays and tes-
Rights Lobby of Texas, explained why she became involved: "Sometimes it is best to bians or any other group. We commend,
ig~ore them (the American Family Association) and go on, but we felt this time that applaud and support First Texas Honda
Avould stand up and support First Texas Honda," Carter said. "We are proud of and other businesses who have resisted

~n for advertising and supporting the gay community. And we will continue intimidation by the American Family As-
patronizing them." sociation, talk show host Wyatt Roberts

Sally Mcintosh, president of the Austin chapter of PFLAG, Parents, Families and and radio. sta.tio.n KIXL designed to force
Friends of Lesbians and Gays, said she came out to protest because of talk show them to dlsctimineie.
host Wyatt Roberts' anti-gay rhetoric. "I don't like somebody telling me that my We affirm that: Austin business
lesbian daughter has any less value to society than my heterosexual daughter has to won't discriminate or tolerate in-
society," Mcintosh said as she held up a banner against a gusty wind. "If she's not a

ana returns Marcn ~j. vve Will De In vvasrunqton, uc on Marcn 1\:I-~U. IT you are
interested in joining us on the Bus or just want to help us get ready for this exciting
project, attend the next Bus Bunch meeting on Tues., Dec. 12, at Bering Methodist
Church.

We are anticipating more Moms & Dads joining us from Houston and around the
country. There are also plans to have a group of our sons, daughters, friends and
supporters meet us in DC on the 19th. We have already received requests from the
Houston Chronicle and TriAngle Video to provide print and video documentary
coverage of the trip. This trip in sUPQort of ENDA anq our children, friends, and
family is going to be a historical event for PFLAG parents across the nation. Make
plans now to join us in this exciting journey to our nation's capital.

Community Rallies to Support FirstTexas Honda
Dealer Withstands Call to Pull Texas Triangle Ads

AUSTIN-- Community leaders, business owners and gays and lesbians came
together this week to support an Austin car dealership that is being picketed by a
conservative Christian group--the American Family Association--for advertising in
the Texas Triangle. The controversy has been ongoing for several months. It began
when Wyatt Roberts, who hosts a talk show on Christian radio station KIXL-AM on
Saturday mornings, began reading a list of Austin advertisers in the Triangle on the

. Advertisers were urged to pull out of the Triangle; when one car dealership,
L Texas Honda, refused, it was picketed by the American Family Association.

Initially, gays and lesbians and their supporters ignored the pickets. That changed
last weekend, when a group of business leaders, politicians, and gays and lesbians
decided to demonstrate their support for First Texas Honda on two fronts: First,
community leaders signed a statement pledging that discrimination will not be
tolerated in Austin. Second, gays, lesbians and their supporters picketed KIXL-AM
Saturday morning. The "nonverbal picket" was covered by the Austin American-
Statesman.

(Continued on page 4)


