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DJ Chris Allen is a Texas radio personality, producer, remixer and writer.
He spins at Halo in Bryan/College Station and at F Bar in Houston. His radio
show, Groovelines, airs every Thursday at 4pm and Saturday at 3pm (cst) at
www.hypersonicradio.com.

Joey Amato is president of Outreach public Relations as well as author
of Out Destinations, a syndicated travel column catering to the LGBT com-
munity. With nearly ten years of experience in public relations and publishing,
he helps companies reach the ever growing, affluent LGBT population through
various marketing and public relations efforts.

DJ  JD Arnold hails from England, but has been spinning in the Lone Star
State since the 80's. He has spun records all over Houston, from the Venture
N to Rich's, as well as writing for Billboard Magazine. His dynamic sounds
can now be enjoyed at Eagle Houston.

By day, Jim Ayres is an employee benefits and human resources writer. By
night he turns his creativity toward the local food and restaurant scene. Do
you know of a restaurant that needs a review? info@montrose-star.com

John Buchanan is originally from Florida but now calls Houston home for
20+ years. “proud to be Gay and part of the Community – Your Gay Realtor
of Choice!” johnwb214@aol.com

Dubbed the eternal club kid, DJ Mark D has been a nightclub DJ over 20
years; a Billboard Dance DJ/Reporter for 9 years; spun on KRBE Houston
radio for 10 years and on XM Satellite Radio/Sirius worldwide for 7 years.
He’s owned and operated nightclubs with a special affinity for classic Disco.
Credited with breaking new dance music through the use of the mass media.

Kymber Devine is Galveston's newest transplant from New Orleans. The
Bourbon St. Diva, won several pageant titles including Miss Gay La. Universe,
Miss U.S. Universe, and was third runner up at Miss Gay Universe. Her passion
is entertaining and being on the stage as well as raising funds for worthy
causes.

Stephen Hill is a visual presentation professional as well as one of Hous-
ton's most active fundraisers. He is often seen at events, large and small, re-
porting it in the Star. Stephenhill@Montrose-Star.com

Daddy Bob (Bob Houghton) is owner of Black Hawk Leather, a leather
retail store and custom tailor, located at 711 Fairview and inside the Ripcord,
Houston. Bob@BlackHawkLeather.com

Kenton Alan, a native Houstonian, owns LifeStyle Enterprisesand is ded-
icated to educating the public on overall health and wellness. A Certified
personal Trainer, he will share with Star readers on healthy living, achieving
fitness and nutrition goals for optimum health. kentonlittle@yahoo.com

Rey Lopez, originally from Brownsville, has been in San Antonio since
1998. In the scene for 20 years, Rey loves events that help the community.
As president of Rey Lopez Entertainment he has upgraded the level of drag
shows on the San Antonio strip, and is expanding to clubs in Austin & Corpus
Christi. 

Gayl Newton is a Living OUT Mentor working with Gays and Lesbians on
embracing who they are so they can Live Confidently OUT. To read more
articles and find out more about coaching with Gayl, go to www.Confident-
lyOut.com.

Bill O'Rourke has been working in live theater since the late 60's; written
for Houston gay newspapers in the 80's, and for the Star since March, 2011. 
Loyal Kletzien likes theater but has only acted once or twice. He brings
the non-insiders viewpoint. Together they run Thunderbird Theater, a touring
children's troupe. billmork@aol.com

Johnny Trlica hails from Rosenberg, Texas, and has called Houston
home for more than 20 years. Employed as Human Resources Director at
Cambridge Hospital, he is editor of the Houston Rainbow Herald. His pas-
sion is keeping the battle for equal rights at the forefront of today’s
headlines and heralding the achievements of the LGBT community.
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By d’anne WitkoWski    

There are a lot of things that threaten world peace: The ready avail-
ability of assault rifles. The Military Industrial Complex. Terrorism. Chem-
ical weapons. Nuclear arms. Global warming.
Religious intolerance. Greed. Power-hungry dic-
tators. The War on Drugs. Vast inequality. You
know, just to name a few little things.

But I can’t help but feel like I’m forgetting
something. Something else as terrible as a dic-
tator killing his own people or a suicide bomber
or an elementary school full of dead children…
Oh! I’ve got it: a guy marrying another guy (or
a lady marrying another lady).

But don’t take my word for it. Take it from
Pope Benedict XVI who said as much in his De-
cember 8 Message for the Celebration of the
World Day of Peace (which was Jan. 1, by the
way, in case you forgot to celebrated).

After decrying abortion and saying that
pro-choice people are actively working against
happiness and peace, he turned his attention
to the gays. He said, “There is also a need to
acknowledge and promote the natural structure
of marriage as the union of a man and a
woman in the face of attempts to make it ju-
ridically equivalent to radically different types
of union; such attempts actually harm and help
to destabilize marriage, obscuring its specific
nature and its indispensable role in society.”

He added that homosexuality was basically
“an offence against the truth of the human person, with serious harm
to justice and peace.”

Got that? A woman marrying another woman is the moral equiva-

lent to a suicide bomber. Homos are ruining marriage, and therefore
peace, for everybody. Boo.

Apparently not satisfied with calling out the gays during his “peace”
speech, the pope also wagged his gnarled finger at them during his

Christmas speech, too.
What it comes down to is that Pope

Benedict XVI is pretty freaked out about all
of the gains gays and lesbians have made
toward marrying for real in this world. And
so he used his Christmas speech to accuse
gays and lesbians of giving the bird to God.

Thanks to homos, the pope said, sex
and gender are “no longer a given element
of nature that man has to accept and per-
sonally make sense of: it is a social role
that we choose for ourselves, while in the
past it was chosen for us by society.”

In other words, God assigned you a
role, damn it. You’re either a woman who
wants a penis in her vagina or you’re a man
who wants to put his penis into a vagina…
for peace. (Alternately you can be a priest
or a nun.) This penis/vagina “duality” is “an
essential aspect of what being human is all
about.”

“When freedom to be creative be-
comes the freedom to create oneself, then
necessarily the Maker himself is denied
and ultimately man too is stripped of his
dignity as a creature of God,” Benedict said.

Being gay, in the pope’s eyes, is a choice
and a bad one at that.

All this coming from the man who has eschewed a traditional mar-
riage in favor of an alternative lifestyle. H

Creep of the Week:
Pope Benedic XVI

the Pope added
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Op-ED
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By Johnny trlica

Looking back at last year one cannot help but
be proud of the gains the LGBT community made in
2012. For the first time in history, a sitting president
announced support for gay marriage. Many right wing
pundits deemed that brave act a death knell in Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s reelection bid, and a few years
ago could have been true, but this time may have
had the opposite effect.

In an interview with Time magazine, which
named him “Person of the Year,” President Obama
said an “incredibly rapid transformation” has taken
place during the course of his administration on LGBT
issues — claiming his leadership played a role in
moving them forward.

Speaking to reporters from Time, the President
noted the change in the way LGBT issues are per-
ceived is in a large part “generational.”

“One of the things that I’m very proud of during
my first four years is I think I’ve helped to solidify this
incredibly rapid transformation in people’s attitudes
around LGBT issues — how we think about gays and
lesbians and transgender persons,” Obama was
quoted as saying. “A lot of that just has to do with
the fact that if you talk to Malia, the idea of making
an anti-gay remark at her school is just unimaginable.
They just don’t get that.”

For the first time in history, gay marriage won
an election. Maine, Washington State, and Maryland
all voted to allow same sex marriages, the first time
the issue has ever won a popular vote, after more
than 30 defeats.

But perhaps the biggest news of 2012 that may
come to fruition in 2013 is the decision by the
Supreme Court to hear challenges to the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA) and California’s Prop 8. A deci-
sion is expected in late June; coincidentally at about
the same time we will be marking Pride celebrations.

In recent news, on December 15, U.S. Marine
Corps Capt. Matthew Phelps proposed to his
boyfriend, Ben Schock, 26, in the Grand Foyer of the
White House. It’s believed to be the first time two gay
men have gotten engaged inside the White House
and a first for an active-duty member of the U.S. mil-
itary.  A transgender man proposed to his partner in
the East Room earlier this year.

“Our first date was to the White House, so I wanted
to propose to him there,” Phelps, 35 told ABC News.
“When I got invited to the holiday tour — six months to
the day that we had been there on our first date — it
was way too much of a coincidence to pass up.”

Nikki Araguz filed a complaint against one of
her professors over an incident at Houston Commu-
nity College. Araguz, the transgender widow of a
Wharton, Texas firefighter, wrote about her experi-
ences with Dr. Janice Greco in an official complaint
to HCC.

In part, the complaint reads: “The morning of
my final Dec. 11, 2012 in my Human Sexuality class
at HCC Town & Country campus my Professor Dr. Jan-
ice Grecco took a final blow at me with her unedu-
cated and ignorantly egregious attack on Transsexual
and Intersex people (more directly ME) and not only
did she inform people that you can get HIV from kiss-
ing (while knowing I am HIV +) during the first month
of class, and telling stories of how transgender peo-
ple are really just gay men who can’t handle being
gay and they feel it is easier to change genders and
they chose to “mutilate their bodies and the resulting
vagina neither looks nor works like a real woman’s
vagina” 

“I then spoke out and said that is hardly the
truth, that I am a living experience of the situation
Dr. Grecco was very defensive when I began to chal-
lenge the information she was presenting to the class
as inaccurate. 

Wayne Dolcefino, the former channel 13 inves-
tigative reporter, has a new company, Dolcefino Com-
munications, and a new client, Ben Hall. Dolcefino
said he has been hired to do “opposition research”

for Hall, who is planning on running against Mayor
Annise Parker.

The LGBT community has grown accustomed
to being blamed for everything from hurricanes and
blizzards to the shootings in Newtown, mostly by
fringe Christian groups and commentators. But now,
the Pope himself has chimed in. The leader of the
Catholic Church has taken his opposition to gay mar-
riage to new altitudes with a strong rebuke of how
people today are manipulating their sex and gender
to alter their God-given nature.

Benedict made the comments in his annual
Christmas speech to the Vatican bureaucracy — one
of his most important speeches of the year and one
he dedicated this year to promoting family values.

In it, Benedict quoted the chief rabbi of France
in saying the campaign for granting gays the right to
marry was an “attack” on the traditional family made
up of a father, mother and children.

Benedict also issued a denunciation of gay mar-
riage in his recently released annual peace message,
saying gay marriage, like abortion and euthanasia,
was a threat to world peace.

He said laws granting legal status for gay
unions, “Actually harm and help destabilize marriage”
by obscuring its specific nature as a union between
man and woman that forms the basis of society.

In a story that gays may actually take the blame
for, the Texas Supreme Court will decide who owns
52 Fort Worth-area church properties valued at more
than $100 million in a case being hailed by lawyers
as one of the largest church property disputes in
state and U.S. history.

The dispute erupted about five years ago after
the Fort Worth Episcopal diocese broke away from the
national church in protest of the consecration of a gay
bishop, ordination of women and other policies it per-
ceived as too liberal. The Fort Worth diocese claimed
it owned the churches and other properties, but in
2009 the national church sued, arguing the breakaway
group could not take the buildings and land.

Pflugerville ISD’s School Board voted to become
the first school district in Texas offering health ben-
efits for domestic partnerships, to both same and
opposite sex alike. “I believe that teachers who I work
with down the hall from me should be able to get the
same benefits that I get for my wife and my child,”
said teacher August Plock.

This fall, Pflugerville administrators let domestic
partners enroll for 2013 benefits but not without op-
position. “It is immoral,” said Pastor Steve Washburn
of First Baptist Church. “We’re normalizing immoral
relationships whether they are heterosexual or ho-
mosexual and we are afraid that that will be passed
to our children in the schools.”

NBC has closed a deal for “Will and Grace”
alum Sean Hayes to star in a new sitcom. The unti-
tled comedy will center on Hayes, in his first headlin-
ing role, who must figure out how to parent his 14-
year-old daughter, who just moved in, while navigating
a temperamental new boss at work. 

These stories and many more were presented
by the Houston Rainbow Herald, the Bayou City’s only
daily LGBT Internet newspaper.    H
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THURSDAY  JANUARY 3
BrB houston Dance Lessons with Southern Country. 8-10pm,
2400 Brazos St.
fBar houston Frathouse at the F. 18 and up with DJ Chris Allen.
202 Tuam
Meteor Amateur Drag. All you can enter to win cash. Your friends
vote 18+ night at 2306 Genesee.
Mining company $2.25 well & domestics. 805 Pacific St.
ripcord Naughty Thursdays. $2.50 wells & domestics. Strip pool
night. 715 Fairview.
tc’s showbar Happy Hour 8am-10pm. Thunderous Thursdays, Em-
cee Alexis Nicole Whitney at 11pm. 817 Fairview.

FRIDAY JANUARY 4
BrB Beer on the patio. TGRA presents a welcome to the New Year
with a great show at BRB at 10 PM. Please join us and help support
our beneficiaries AssistHers and PWA Holiday Charities. 2400 Brazos
St.
Bayou city grill $1 Chicken Taquitos. 4-9pm, 2409 Grant.
eagle houston 9pm- Afterhours. 213 Milam St.
eJ’s Come out to the L Lounge at Ej’s. Montrose’s only ladies lounge.
Open 6pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
ej’s Host Roxanne Collins brings you the Men of Ej’s Strip Show.
10pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
fBar houston FxPerience at the F. 21 and up with DJ Joe Ross.
202 Tuam
Pink tavern / galveston Come enjoy the dancers Fri. 8-12pm.
1706 23rd St.
south Beach  WTF? Friday’s. All night $1.50 well vodka, $3 well
drinks & domestics. No cover before 11pm with VIP text, 810 Pacific.

SATURDAY JANUARY 5
ej’s Hosted by Lana Blake. Drag King/Queen show feat The
Gyndermyn. 10pm, 2517 Ralph St.
eagle houston
9pm- Afterhours. 213 Milam St.
fBar houston

FxPerience at the F. 21 and up with DJ Tad Dvorak. 202 Tuam
Meteor
Boys in the showers from all over the world. 21+. 2306 Genesee.
loaf
Sudie’s Catfish. 4pm, 4910 Spencer Hwy.
Pink tavern / galveston
Come enjoy the dancers Fri. 8-12pm. 1706 23rd St.
tc’s showbar
Happy Hour 8am-10pm. Chopped Beef at 10 am. Seductive Satur-
day, Emcee Alexis Nicole Whitney at 11pm. 817 Fairview.

SUNDAY JANUARY 6
eJ’s Texan Football, Steaks, Potatoes and $2 cocktails. 2517 Ralph St.
eagle houston 6pm- 2am. 213 Milam St.
george sports Bar Texan Football and $1.50 vodkas. 671
Fairview. 
loaf PFlag meeting. St. Paul’s Methodist 1:45pm, 5501 Main.
Pink tavern Come enjoy the dancers Sun. 4-8pm. 1706 23rd St.
tc’s showbar Happy Hour 8am – 10pm. Free hot dogs served at
10am. Sunday Funday, Emcee Melissa Clinton at 11pm. 817
Fairview.
the usual The Usual has a new patio for a dog run, so bring your
dogs out. Every Sunday for Texans football with Jimmy Burgers! 5519
Allen St.
the usual Montrose Grace Place Benefit. $5 cover. Kara Melton at
7pm. Elect Trick City at 8pm. Jimmy Burgers will be cooking it up on the
patio. Jello shots. A raffle. Donations can be dropped off at the Usual-
Items we really need: hoodies in all sizes *No red/blue jackets,
toiletries and undergarments all sizes, male and female. 5519 Allen St.

MONDAY JANUARY 7
eJ’s Come out to the L Lounge at Ej’s. Montrose’s only ladies lounge.
Open 6pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
ej’s Host Roxanne Collins brings you the Men of Ej’s Strip Show.
10pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
ripcord Seductive Mondays. Free pool and $1 drafts. 8pm-close.
715 Fairview.

NEXT2WEEKS
WHAT TO SEE & DO JAN 03 THROUGH JAN 16 | HOUSTON |
GET LISTED HERE FOR FREE. CONTACT INFO@MONTROSE-STAR.COM. LISTINGS SUBJECT TO EDITORIAL DISCRETION.

BY STEpHEN HILL

We all have ways of ringing in a new year. Most
of us make resolutions; stop smoking, lose weight or
go to the gym. So how many of your yearly resolutions
do you actually keep? I thought so.

Why not do something different this year? We
live in such a wonderful and diverse community (yes,
Houston has a “community”) whether we choose to
be an active part of this community or not, it is up to
you.

How involved are you in our Houston Commu-
nity? Yes, I realize I am asking you a lot of questions…
but there is a good reason for it, so bear with me.
What causes are near and dear to you, and how in-
volved are you with these?  Well, now is the time to
make your mark, and give back to the community. No,
it is not going to cost you a lot of money, but it does
require some of your time.

There are so many worthwhile causes here to
get involved with. Feeling political? There is Houston
Stonewall young Democrats. Don’t you wish there was
a political cause that you could have affiliated with
when you were 18 or 20?  If you are 18 or 20, there
is. If you, like me, are a bit over that age range, you
can help those that are, and searching for the political
affiliation that will guide them through this turmoil we
now face, and show that yes, you can have a voice.

If healthcare is your cause of choice, there is
Legacy Community Health Services, who are always
searching for volunteers and allies that will allow them
to stretch their funding even more than they already
do.

There is also PFLAG and HATCH, if you are look-
ing to mentor and assist high school and college age
youth, heck, you can even pony up $1,000 and have
a scholarship named after you!

So you see, the boundaries are endless; there

is the Montrose Counseling Center, Bunnies on the
Bayou, AIDS Foundation Houston, PRIDE Houston. Do
you really think that the annual Pride Celebration hap-
pens on its own? In case you hadn’t noticed, Pride
events happen all year long!  

These are only a few of the organizations that
make Houston a diverse and culturally rich place to
call home.  So go ahead, dig in and see what a dif-
ference you can make with a New Year’s resolution
that you can actually keep. If you need more informa-
tion on these or other groups (and there are many),
please e-mail me at stephenhill@montrose-star.com,
and follow me on twitter @stefanhill.

Thanks, and have a great new year!   H

2013 is a New Year!

The writers of the Montrose Star wish you a happy & prosperous New Year!
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BY JOHN BUCHANAN

Hello, my fabulous Gayborhood residents. I cer-
tainly hope you brought in the 2013 New Year with
a bang (lol – not that kind of bang but I’m not mad
at you if you did – just jealous).

Everyone always starts the New Year off with a
resolution that they usually only maintain for a week
or so. I decided to do something for the Gayborhood
that would benefit you all year long. I thought long and
hard (get your mind out of the gutter). What I decided
to do was make sure all my lovely residents were sav-
ing money on their houses! Yes girl, you can save
money and I want to be the realtor to help you do that!

homestead exemptions
Everyone in the Gayborhood who owns a home

or has a mortgage as of December 31, 2012, quali-
fies for this exemption. This exemption can save you
money and lower your taxes by 15–20%. As a realtor
I’m shocked at the number of homeowners who are
not taking advantage of this exemption and saving
money! You might be reading this and asking yourself
self if you are taking advantage of this homestead ex-
emption or just throwing away money. Contact me at
(832) 969-4352 or at Johnwb214@aol.com. I would
be happy to check your property status and see if you
are currently getting the Homestead Exemption on
your home. It will take me less then 10 minutes to
see if you are and if you’re not, no problem. I will pro-
vide you with a current Homestead Exemption form
so we can start saving you money in 2013.

homestead exemption qualifications:
1. You were living in your home prior to January 1, 2013

2. Must be a separate structure: condo, house, etc.
3. Joined properties may only qualify for a portion of
the exemption
4. You must use the home as your principle residence

What are the homestead exemption benefits? 
You can save up to 20% on portions of your

taxes that qualify.
• School taxes – homeowners qualify for a

$15,000 Homestead Exemption on your home value
for school taxes

• County taxes – homeowners, if your county
collects a special tax for farm or market roads or
flood control you could receive a $3000 exemption
for this tax

• Optional Exemptions – all homeowners: any
taxing unit including a school district, city, county or
special district may offer an exemption for up to 20%
of your homes value

• Age 65 or older exemption – simple, you qual-
ify if 65 or older. This is an additional exemption, and
will help lower taxes even more.

• Disabled Veteran/Survivor Exemption – you
qualify for a property tax exemption if you are a Texas
resident and either (a) a veteran who was disabled
while serving in the US Armed Forces or (b) a surviv-
ing spouse or child (under 18) of a Veteran who was
killed while on active duty

Yes, honey child… This is a serious issue. I want
to help you save money if you’re not already doing so.
Be very careful if and when you receive offers from com-
panies offering to file your Homestead Exemption for
a $30–50 dollar fee. Don’t do it. I will help you do this
for free! You shouldn’t have to pay anyone. Just call
me, John Buchanan, the Gayborhood’s realtor of choice!

Let’s see how many Gayborhood residents we can help
save money!

Until next time, my lovelies, stay safe – stay sweet

and enjoy 2013 to the fullest! Toodles!. John Buchanan,
Remax Cityview – Gayborhood Realtor of Choice, 2012–
2013. (832) 969-4352 or Johnwb214@aol.com.
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tc’s showbar Happy Hour 8am-10pm. Free PaPa John’s
pizza served at 5pm. Karaoke at 9:30pm with Tanya & Charles. 817
Fairview.

TUESDAY JANUARY 8
loaf Lesbian Health Initiative – Call 713-426-3356 for information
the usual Jimmy Burgers every Tuesday with drink specials and
your favorite bartenders. 5519 Allen St.

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9
eJ’s Host Roxanne Collins brings you the Men of EJ’s Strip Show.
10pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
eJ’s Come out to the L Lounge at EJ’s. Montrose’s only ladies’
lounge. Open 6pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
ripcord Wicked Wednesdays. $2.25 wells & domestics. $1.75
Schnapps. 715 Fairview.
the usual Karaoke with Nina. 5519 Allen St.
tc’s showbar Join us with special guest Alexis Nicole Whitney as
we reflect on the life and music that touched us all through a won-
derful friend and entertainer, Diane Jackson. Diane’s performances
were amazing. From her ballads to her dance numbers, this show-
stopper was one of the greatest talent to ever hit the stage. 9-11pm,
817 Fairview.

THURSDAY JANUARY 10
BrB houston Dance Lessons with Southern Country. 8-10pm,
2400 Brazos St.
fBar houston Frathouse at the F. 18 and up with DJ Chris Allen.
202 Tuam
loaf SPRY Potluck. 4-6pm, 401 Branard.
loaf Loaf Board Meeting. 6:30pm, 401 Branard.
Meteor Amateur Drag. All you can enter to win cash. Your friends
vote 18+ night at 2306 Genesee.
Mining company $2.25 well & domestics. 805 Pacific St.
ripcord Naughty Thursdays. $2.50 wells & domestics. Strip pool
night. 715 Fairview.

tc’s showbar Happy Hour 8am-10pm. Thunderous Thursdays, Em-
cee Alexis Nicole Whitney at 11pm. 817 Fairview.

FRIDAY JANUARY 11
BrB Beer on the patio. 2400 Brazos St.
Bayou city grill $1 Chicken Taquitos. 4-9pm, 2409 Grant.
eJ’s Come out to the L Lounge at EJ’s, Montrose’s only ladies’
lounge. Open 6pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
eJ’s Host Roxanne Collins brings you the Men of EJ’s Strip Show.
10pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
eagle houston 9pm – Afterhours. 213 Milam St.
fBar houston FxPerience at the F. 21 and up with DJ Joe Ross.
202 Tuam
Pink tavern / galveston
Come enjoy the dancers Fri. 8-12pm. 1706 23rd St.
south Beach  WTF? Friday’s. All night $1.50 well vodka, $3 well
drinks & domestics. No cover before 11pm with VIP text, 810 Pacific.

SATURDAY JANUARY 12
eJ’s Hosted by Lana Blake. Drag King/Queen show feat The
Gyndermyn. 10pm, 2517 Ralph St.
eagle houston 9pm- Afterhours. 213 Milam St.
loaf AssistHers – 2nd Saturday. 11am, Bering Methodist Church.
rudyards Resistance is Fertile II. Benefiting Last Organic Outpost.
9pm-2am, 2010 Waugh St.

SUNDAY JANUARY 13
eJ’s Texans Football, Steaks, Potatoes and $2 cocktails. 2517 Ralph St.
eagle houston 9pm- 2am. 213 Milam St.
george sports Bar Texans Football and $1.50 vodkas. 671 Fairview.
loaf Celebration of Life for Delma Cummings. 2-4pm, 402
Branard.
Pink tavern Come enjoy the dancers Sun. 4-8pm. 1706 23rd St.
tc’s showbar Happy Hour 8am – 10pm. Free hot dogs served at
10am. Sunday Funday, Emcee Melissa Clinton at 11pm. 817
Fairview.

WHAT TO SEE & DO JAN 03 THROUGH JAN 16 | HOUSTON |
GET LISTED HERE FOR FREE. CONTACT INFO@MONTROSE-STAR.COM. LISTINGS SUBJECT TO EDITORIAL DISCRETION.

Save money
on your house

GAYBORHOOD REALTY CORNER
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HEALTHY STEpS

By kenton alan

2013 Is around the corner. Literally, it’s like…
Today.

We all know that every end of the year, people
usually set new goals but these are sometimes for-
gotten as the New Year progresses. However, there
are still also lots of people who stick to their goals for
a fulfilling and successful year. Ever year, we all set
ourselves goals for what to accomplish for the New
Year. Many adhere to them and do their best to make
them come true. However, there are all too many that
simply mentally write them off after a few weeks.

We all know that the holidays are a time of in-
dulging in sweets and treats during festivities with
family, friends and colleagues. It’s hard to stick to
your healthy eating habits all the time, but it becomes
even more difficult from Thanksgiving through New
Year’s. If you’re like most people, you’ve probably in-
dulged more over the holidays than you planned to.

Just make sure the goals you have set are re-
alistic and attainable.

It is essential to have discipline because this
is one key factor for success.

Setting the right type of New Year’s resolutions
is a great way to plan the year; setting resolutions is
only the ‘planning’ part. Most people never give a
second thought on how to make those resolutions a
reality. They make the resolutions on December
31 and only check them again after 12 months. This
is not a brilliant plan towards success.

Veganism is one of the latest trends. It provides
numerous benefits not only for a person’s well being,
but also financially speaking. A good resolution this
New Year is to improve one’s health. You can also
save money because vegetables cost less than
meats. The goal you’re trying to achieve by doing this
is obtaining a physically fit body. It is a nice resolution
for 2013. Experience the benefits of being a vege-
tarian and attest to the wonders it brings to your body.

eat Breakfast every day
Eating breakfast is a simple, easy healthy habit

to start in the New Year. When you eat breakfast, you
not only rev up your metabolism, but you also stay
more alert and energized throughout the day.

The belief that you must eat three meals a day
and nothing in between in order to lose weight is en-
tirely outdated and incorrect. Your body needs to be
fed almost constantly in order to stay maintained.

Filling up on fruits and vegetables is ideal be-
cause they are low in calories and high in fiber. The
fact that you’re watching your diet doesn’t mean you
have to eat boring foods. You can excite your taste
buds by trying a new recipe or even just a new fruit
or vegetable at least once a week.

Focus on being more active. The more you
move, the more calories you burn, the easier it is to
control your weight and get in good shape. Go to a
museum instead of the movies. Take the stairs in-
stead of the elevator. Don’t sit for more than an hour
at a time.

Remember you have more control over your own
health then you might think. H

Happy New Year
Houston! By ailayah craWford

Lift your glass and welcome to 2013 bitches!
If you’re reading this in the AM, you shouldn’t be drink-
ing – but that’ll be another issue to cover – lol. It’s a
new year and hopefully you’ve planned out a new you
– so, this time, stick to those resolutions!

I’d like to take this time to renew my vow to you
to bring you the best tea and advice out there. As a
commitment to you I will search long and hard (just
those words serve as a turn on) to bring you great
thoughts and constant dish. However, I’d like the New
Year, for me, to be a little different that last year. 2012
brought me a lot of happiness (for which I’m thank-
ful), but definitely much confusion.

Let me elaborate: I am totally confused about
how threesomes work? The other day I had a con-
versation with my friend Derrick and he wanted to
know the answer to that very question. So I thought
we’d clear the air and address it! I was so thrown off-
balance by such a question; I simply replied, ‘I just
don’t do them.’ Now, don’t misunderstand me, I un-
derstand the mechanics and logistics of such an
event, but always have wondered how to deal with
people becoming jealous and all the drama that fol-
lows – which inevitably happens.

Just recently one of my friends had a threesome
and said that one person was always left out (or not
serviced to the level as the other two) – it was hot
and heavy for the two, just not the three... therein
lies the problem. Now if that was I, I would be upset!
After careful consideration, I’m thinking that maybe
these folks just don’t know how to have one properly,
or at least how to manage expectations.

I deduced this because, being an avid porn con-
noisseur, in the episodes I watch – no one seems to
be left out. So a few questions, among other things,
came up. When is it ok in a relationship to have a
threesome? I think when you’re in a relationship it
should be all about the both of you and not some
third party hood rat! I guess I’m just an old school
hoe. If the occasion arises, like it did for Derrick, he
went ahead and did it. Just like Mamma predicted,

one of the boys got jealous because he was paying
more attention to the other one - was it worth causing
a fight? 

On the other hand, there are some couples that
go out and look for a third party. I guess it’s their
fetish and turns them on. I think it’s totally hot - but
raises another question: what if you can’t agree on
the third person? I think it’s good advice to have each
person get a chance to pick someone! Hell, make it
an orgy – lmfao!

The threesome phenomenon is something I’m
seeing frequently with older gay couples that have
been together for 10 years or more. If you’re in that
scenario, how do you properly ask your partner to en-
gage in a threesome? Do you say, “Hey your dick is
getting a tad boring, let’s bring in another one?” Or,
“my ass is getting used to your cock, it used to hurt…
let’s find someone that will hurt me again?” Well, you
know your partner; hence the reason you’ve made it
this long, just be honest with him/her.

Of course, for a small respective fee, I can come
over and handle the situation for you! No matter what
your decision sex is a very important of who we are
and can definitely be a barometer for a relationship,
so keep that bitch hot. Class dismissed. Hope you
and yours have a wonderful new year – thank you for
being a part of my life!   H

Those resolutions

TEXAS TEA 

gay nell Birthday Party

holidays at the usual

happy new year!
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BY LAURA VILLAGRáN

Montrose Star interviews trusted dental authority Dr. Randy Mitchmore from his
practice called LifeSmiles in the heart of Montrose.

Ms: We just found out that evidently the Mayan calendar simply ran out of pages or stones
because the world did not end, we are at the beginning a 2013. What is on your mind for
2013?

drM: The ONE point I have to make is to stay focused and you will have a
more purposeful and successful life. We had the end of the world to divert our at-
tention, then the fiscal cliff. There will be more to come.

Ms: how does that relate to dentistry?
drM: In my practice of dentistry, I do not try to be all things to all people. I

do not see small children. They are special and deserve a practice style that is
focused on small children. My office team is highly trained and geared for real
customer service. We find that we cannot deliver that level of service to the broad
spectrum of humanity equally. We focus on the needs and problems of above av-
erage adults. 

Ms: that is bold. What in the world do you mean by “above average adults”?
drM: The fact that someone is actually reading this article with intention al-

ready puts them in the category of “above average”. Above average means that
a person is willing to put forth the necessary energy to do or be better than just
“average”. Unfortunately, there is a large part of our society that is for whatever
reasons, under-educated or underperforming. That segment of society has different
needs, expectations and plans for their life.  

Ms: is that why you have such a large following in the gay community?
drM: I believe that most people in the Gay community have been forced to

be above average because it is harder to survive and thrive in the world when
you are anything outside of the “norm”. Gay people, in general, typically excel at
what they do. Ask me how I know!.

I tend to resonate with people that want to be treated with dignity and respect,
that expect good value, and good service.  That goes for straight or gay.

Ms: What is going to be the hot topic in dentistry for 2013?
drM: 3-D digital technology is rapidly revolutionizing how I deliver dentistry.

It is like going from analog to digital. For the dental patient it means much greater
comfort, better fitting restorations, and longer lasting.

Here’s the real secret: individual and personal service will become more
precious and harder to find.

Look for it at www.LifeSmiles.us.

Foot Note:
Dr. Mitchmore has a passion for all things dentistry having achieved the level of
Master by both the American Academy of General Dentistry and the American
Dental Implant Association. He generously has given of his professional time to
serve as the National Chairman of The American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
Board of Trustees and their charity, Give Back A Smile, to help victims of Domestic
Violence.
You can find Dr. Mitchmore very active in our local Montrose community serving as
volunteer Vice-Chair of The Montrose Management District. See his latest initiatives
of the highly regarded street sweeping program for Montrose at
https://vimeo.com/48117009.   H

I Have ONE point to Make
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BY CHRIS AzzOpARDI

More than 30 years have passed since Bette
Midler made her screen debut as a rocker with a self-
destructive drug habit. The film, 1979’s The Rose,
turned the Hawaii native’s dreams, and her nights
performing for half-naked gay men at a New York City
bathhouse, into a legendary and undeniably influen-
tial career in music – the title song is one of her
biggest hits – and in film.

Later roles would include parts in Beaches, Ho-
cus Pocus and The First Wives Club, all of which go
down as gay cult classics. A star of the stage, screen
and recording studio, with numerous Grammys,
Golden Globes and Emmys to her name – even the
moniker “The Divine Miss M” doesn’t quite do her
justice.

But now that the curtain’s closed on her two-
year Las Vegas spectacle – The Showgirl Must Go On
wrapped in 2010 – she returns as a leading lady in
her first major picture in more than a decade. In
Parental Guidance, the 67-year-old plays a grandpar-
ent alongside Billy Crystal, who both try to navigate
modern-day parenting conundrums when they’re
stuck watching their daughter’s three kids.

In this chat with Midler, she talked about
Parental Guidance – including the film’s stance on
bullying – and the “bittersweet” beginning of her ca-
reer.

You share some similarities with your char-
acter, Diane Decker, in Parental guidance. One
thing I’d like to believe you don’t have in com-
mon with her, though, is when one of the kids
dresses up as a girl. You would have let that
boy wear those high heels, wouldn’t you
have?

I haven’t seen it. I wasn’t in that scene.

The part where you and Billy Crystal won’t
let the youngest boy go to school in those
heels – that wasn’t you?

(Laughs) Oh, yes – that’s right.

You would have let him wear those, right?
What are you trying to get at?

That you’re a gay icon. I could see you being
OK with him in heels.

I sort of try to avoid encouraging kids to be hus-
tlers.

The movie also takes a stand against bullying.
It suggests standing up for yourself and fight-
ing back. Is that what you would tell a kid?
What would your advice be?

I would tell them to tell someone immediately.
Tell a grown-up. Tell an older person immediately that
this is happening. Say, “Please help me stop this.”
You shouldn’t keep it a secret. I would encourage a
child not to keep it a secret and to get help as quick
as they can, and if they don’t get help in one place,
try to get help in another place.

It’s completely unacceptable. It’s a big country
and there are so many different kinds of people in
this country now – and everybody doesn’t raise their
kids the right way, you know? Sometimes children
who are a little bit different are not considered – and
they have to be! Everybody has to be considered and
treated fairly. It’s just unacceptable.

You must’ve appreciated that Parental guidance.
spotlighted that issue, right?

Oh, you know, Billy’s a guy with a pretty big
heart, and he’s a fair-minded guy and I’m sure that
was something he never even thought of not putting
in. Of course he’d be a fan of doing the right thing.

Who came up with the singing bits in the
film? You and Billy?

It was his idea. We had been singing to the kids
to keep them entertained for a week or two. We had
a big tornado scare and everyone was in the base-
ment at one time, so we were entertaining the kids.
It just sort of happened that we were singing these
doo-wop novelty songs, and the kids seemed to like
them. They had never heard any of this stuff before,
so it just sort of fell into place and seemed like a
fun addition to the movie.

Which songs were you singing?
“Get a Job,” “Yakety Yak” and “Poison Ivy” –

the old Leiber and Stoller catalog. Both of us are
around the same age, so that’s our childhood music.
We’re very steeped in it.

It was cool to see Marc Shaiman’s name on
the project too, because you’ve worked to-
gether before. What was it like having him
work on Parental guidance, as well?

He’s a dear friend of Billy’s and a dear friend of
mine, so when they needed someone to score the
picture, Billy brought him up because he has such a
great sense of humor.

Your career started in the ’70s when you per-
formed with Barry Manilow at the Continental
Baths in Manhattan, where you got your nick-

name “Bathhouse Bette.” Do you have any
good stories or memories from those days?

To tell you the truth, it’s in the dim, dark recess
of time. I remember I had a wonderful time. I remem-
ber I made a great mark. I remember that I had a lot
of friends in the gay world. I mean, I remember
friends more than I remember instances. Unfortu-
nately, a lot of those people are gone, and I think
about them often. They would’ve just been hitting
their stride at this point. It’s very bittersweet.

You mention having lots of gay friends then,
but I’m sure there’s no shortage of them in
your life now.

Of course I have a lot of gay friends. I’m in show
business!

Do you still keep in touch with anyone from
those bathhouse days?

Actually, most of them have passed. I hear from
a couple of people. My old assistant from those days
is still in my life, and so is my costumer. We’re still
in touch and I see a couple of the girls, The Harlots,
from time to time. But honestly, it’s a big, big life and
a big world, and people go off on their own and do
what they do. Everyone tries to do the best they can.
I will say that in the old days when all of this was all
so underground, the excitement in the gay commu-
nity now about gay marriage and coming above the
ground, older people (must) think, “Wow, look how
far the gay community has come by sticking together
and toughing it out.” You know, gay marriage, being
able to adopt children, being part of the mainstream
as opposed to always being sub rosa – it must be
so fascinating and such a strong validation.

The Showgirl Goes On
B
et
te

Midler:

‘Miss M’ talks
boys in heels,
bullying and
‘bittersweet’

bathhouse days
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You’ve really seen the evolution of the gay
rights movement.

I certainly have.

You were at the forefront of it when you got
your start, so where do you think – or where
do you hope – the gay movement is headed?

I’m not gay so it’s kind of hard for me to answer
that question. I watch and I’m fascinated and I’m in-
terested. And I’m enthusiastic. I’m all of those things.
I try to help where I can. I just think it’s just fantastic
for the gay community. Just fantastic. And I know
they’re happy. I know there’s a lot of joy in the com-
munity. I know there are a lot of people who are very,
very excited about the change that this acceptance
has given them. I know it’s a real thrill. At the same
time, there’s also the part that was exciting because
there was nothing that they were allowed to do. There
was all this stuff about doing things under the radar
that was also exciting in a whole other way. So it’s in-

teresting to watch. Very interesting to watch and I’m
happy for those who are happy. I really am.

Have you heard of this documentary that Mal-
colm Ingram is working on about the Conti-
nental Baths that you performed at? I read
that he was trying to get you involved.

No, I have not. This is the first I’ve heard of it.

Where do you stand on the new wave of gay
icons? Do you follow them?

No, I don’t. I have to say I don’t. I think that the
gay community has always liked a certain type, and
there are plenty of those around. But no, I don’t follow
it. I do my work; I keep my head down. I have my fam-
ily, and I do – it’s all fascinating and it’s all wonderful,
and it’s a big river of life and people get on, on one
bank and wind up in another place. There are new
people all the time. Paul Simon said it best when he
said, “Every generation throws a hero up the pop
charts.” So I’m used to the idea that people come
and go, and it’s always fun to watch. It makes life glit-
tery and fun. And that’s what we’re looking for.

But Adele is now considered a gay icon, and
I’ve heard you’re a fan of hers.

I do love Adele. I adore Adele. I think she’s a re-
ally good singer and a terrific songwriter. Her voice is
such a beautiful voice. And she’s funny and she’s
warm. She is all the things you want a performer to
be. I mean, outside of who her fan base is, I think just
as a human being she stands out. I’m really happy
that she’s around. I’m really happy that she’s made
it and that people adore her. She’s going to have a
long, long career.

Now that you’ve made your screen return, will
we be seeing more of you soon? A new studio
album? Maybe a tour?

You know, I’m listening to music. Every day I pick
something out of the pot to listen to. I do keep very
active with that part – in the songwriting world – and
I’m studying the guitar just because I love music. So
I’m very interested in music just as an art form, not
necessarily to have records or to have hits or anything
– just to make music. That’s never left me. I’ve always
loved that and I’ve always loved people who are actual
musicians. I love the singers and the musicians, too.
So I’m always interested in what people have to ex-
press and the way in which they choose to express
what they have to say. So that part of me – the art
part – will never leave. I do keep busy with that.

But you know how much we’d love to hear a
new album, right?

Oh, you’re very kind. I’ll do my best to deliver it
… before the afternoon is up!   h

Chris Azzopardi is the editor of Q Syndicate, the international LGBT wire service.

Reach him via his website at www.chris-azzopardi.com.
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WE HAVE THE LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN

Fine Glass
Hookahs
Tobacco
Novelties
Vaporizers
E-Cigarettes
Incense
Much More!

Check out our

HUGE
collection

of

& our
Adult Section!

(713) 688-0600   WWW.SMOKE-ALLEY.COM 

4602 Dacoma St.
Houston, TX  77092
Likes us Follow us

15% off all dancewear, lingerie, shoes, dance accessories

Specials on Tuesdays at MX Bar&Grill.
M X Bar & Grill (713) 476-9100

10510 Northwest Fwy, Houston, TX

20% off 
everything
in the adult

section of
the store.
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BY BILL O'ROURKE

Whoa! How about this new look, eh?
Sweet Angela asked me to look forward in this

note, but first for a list of the top ten shows of 2012:

1 - 3 Cinderella (Ensemble),
The Nutcracker (Houston Ballet)
& The Beebo Brinker Chronicles (Celebration)
5.0

4 Fleaven (Catastrophic)
4.7

5 November (Alley) – 4.6
6 Death of a Salesman (Alley)

4.43
7 - 8 2 Pianos, 4 Hands (Stages),

Madame Butterfly (Houston Ballet)
4.3

9 - 10 Women @ Art (Houston Ballet),
The Nacirema Society (Ensemble)
4.15

On a more personal note, Loyal, Bob and I
closed Thunderbird Theater, our touring theater for
children, a little over a decade old. It was time. I’m
not upset. We have new adventures on tap.

Loyal’s resolutions: Over the next year we will
cover theaters that we haven’t visited yet. By the end
of the year, if we can, we will have covered all the
theaters in town at least once since we started writ-
ing this column.

And I [Loyal] will get better at writing. (Which
may give me time to be in a show for adults for the
first time in several years. – Bill)

Me? My mother was a well-known cataloguing
librarian. (Maggie’s Place was named after her.)

She’d be a bit proud of the new turn in my life
– concentrating artistically on my writing. 

My first two books (one co-written with the rest

of this team) are available as e-books only on Ama-
zon.com. They are Houston Theater Year 2011 and
My Little Daily Book of Quotations.

That led to our new blog, www.HoustonThe-
aterYear.blogspot.com. It is, like our columns here,
aimed at theater audiences, not the theater people
who put on the shows. You’d love it.

I’m going to publish some of my plays, espe-
cially the ones against bullying.

I also have my first novel completed. It’s a com-
bination of mostly swords and sorcery fantasy with
a touch of science fiction. It’s the first book in an
epic series.

(Well, so is Quotations. That will lead to MLDBs
of Advice, and of Minute Meditations, then to My Big
Daily Book, which will combine all three of them plus
birthdays and maybe more.

And HTY is a series, too. Get ready for HTY
2012 – 2013, due out in August.)

The novel is an exploration of the way heavenly
spirituality and hot sex work with each other. It’s
called The King of the Mountains: Intersection.

Evidently some of the sex is a little too
graphic/kinky and needs to be made a bit, well, less
shocking.

And I need to figure out the software enough
to Amazon publish it in paperback, too.

However, if you send $7.50, a statement of be-
ing at least 21 and your e-address to me at PO Box
132048, Houston, TX 77219-2048, I will send you
a PDF copy of the original, naughty version.

So, what are some of the shows we’re really
looking forward to? Peter Pan at Houston Ballet, I
hope! Can you believe that Loyal hasn’t seen either
Camelot or Man of La Mancha on stage? One of my
most favorite musicals, Showboat, is coming to Hous-
ton Grand Opera. It will be the first show we review
there. It’s too late to review but not to see the panto
at Stages for myself. And… And… Oh, yeah!   H

ART & ENTERTAINMENT

Top 10 shows of 2012

In a regional premiere, Black Lab Theatre pres-
ents THE SUBMISSION, the award-winning, controver-
sial comic-drama that questions the reality of equality
and acceptance in America’s post racial world. THE
SUBMISSION revolves around Danny Larson, a strug-
gling white gay playwright who is lies about his true
identity in a playwriting contest to gain an affirmative
action advantage. When Danny hires an African Amer-
ican actress Emilie to impersonate his nom de
plume, sparks fly as Danny, his partner and Emilie
are forced to confront the challenges of identity pol-
itics and internalized racism.  

THE SUBMISSION, penned by Jeff Talbott, won
the Laurents/Hatcher Award for Best New Play in
2011 and the Outer Critics Circle Award. The Houston
premiere opens this January at Black Lab Theatre af-
ter recently completing a critically acclaimed Off-
Broadway run. Black Lab’s production, to be directed
by Black Lab Theatre artistic director Jordan Jaffe,
will run from January 11 – 27 (Fridays and Saturdays
at 8pm, plus Sundays January 20 and 27 at 2pm)
at Frenetic Theatre (5102 Navigation, Houston, TX
77011). Free parking will be provided.

General admission tickets are available for $25
with $20 tickets for seniors and $12 for students.
Seating is limited. Tickets may be purchased at the
door or via www.blacklabtheatre.com. Box office num-
ber: 713-515-4028.

The Houston premiere will feature Ross Bautsch
(Alley Theatre: A Few Good Men, Main Street Theatre:
Coast of Utopia series) as Danny, Matt Benton (Back
Porch Players: God and Death) as Peter, Candice
D’Meza (Ensemble Theatre: Sanctified, Blues in the
Night) as Emilie, and Darcy Cadman (Stargate: Con-
tinuum, The 4400, Supernatural) as Trevor.

“We’re very excited to present this cutting edge
drama in Houston,” notes Jordan Jaffe, Black Lab
Theatre artistic director whose 2011-2012 season
was praised for welcoming “challenging and pertinent
productions” to Houston. “It is the perfect post 2012
election play. My generation believes that they live in
a post-racial, post-sexual politics world but Talbott
questions that cultural premise in a way that shocks
the audience out of their seats.”   H

show dates:
Friday, January 11 • 8pm
Saturday, January 12 • 8pm
Friday, January 18 • 8pm
Saturday, January 19 • 8pm
Sunday, January 20 • 2pm
Friday, January 25 • 8pm
Saturday, January 26 • 8pm
Sunday, January 27 • 2pm

Frenetic Theater, 5102 Navigation Blvd., Hous-
ton, TX 77011. Tickets: $25 regular, $20 senior, $12
student. Go to www.blacklabtheatre.com or call the
box office at 713-515-4028 for tickets.

Black Lab Theatre presents
award winning, off-broadway

hit THE SUBMISSION

“THE SUBMISSION is a raw, unsentimental play about
race and gender that exposes the quiet prejudice and
intolerance among even our most progressive thinkers.
It is both uncomfortable and impossible to not watch...
As for Talbott, it’s a pleasure to see what he’s capable
of.” - Associated Press

“Fearless, whip-smart, and hyperarticulate, Talbott’s
incendiary political comedy-drama asks hard questions
about our supposedly post-racial world. . . . THE SUB-
MISSION is an important play. It makes you stop and
think.” - Backstage
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AUSTIN
aquarelle french cuisine
606 Rio Grande S t. Austin - 512-479-8117
French | $$$ | Classy, Upscale
arpeggio grill
6619 Airport Blvd. Austin - 512-419-0110
2522 Guadalupe St. Austin - 512-479-1212
Greek, Mediterranean | $ | Casual | www.agrillaustin.com
Belgian café
3520 Bee Cave Rd. West Lake Hills - 512-328-0580
Café | $$ | Casual
carmelo’s ristorante italiano
504 E. 5th Street Austin - 512-477-7497
Italian | $$$ | Romantic, Upscale
chez Zee american Bistro
5406 Balcones Drive Austin - 512-454-2666
Desserts, New American | $$ | Romantic
curra’s grill
614 E. Oltorf Austin - 512-444-0012
6801 Burnet Rd. Austin - 512-451-2560
Mexican | $$ | Casual
el sol y la luna
1224 S. Congress Ave. Austin - 512-444-7770
Mexican | $$ | Casual
fonda san Miguel
2330 W. North Loop Austin - 512-459-3401
Mexican | $$$ | Romantic, Classy
freddie’s Place
1703 South First St. Austin - 512-445-9197
Traditional American | $$ | Casual
koBe Japanese steakhouse
13492 Research Blvd. Austin - 512-576-8200
Japanese, Sushi | $$ | Casual
la feria restaurant & Margarita Bar
2010 S. Lamar Austin - 512-326-8301
Mexican | $ | Casual
las Manitas avenue café
211 Congress Ave. Austin - 512-472-9357
Mexican | $$ | Casual
romeo’s italian grill & Bar
1500 Barton Springs Rd. Austin - 512-476-1090
Italian | $$ | Romantic, Intimate

GALVESTON
apache Mexicancuisine
511 20th St Galveston - 409-765-5646
Mexican | $$ | Casual
diBella’s italian restaurant               
1902 31st St Galveston - 409-763-9036
Italian | $$ | Romantic, Intimate

eat cetera 
408 25th St Galveston - 409-762-0803
Snacks, Sandwiches | $$ | Casual | Casual
el Jardin Mexican café                      
413 24th St Galveston - 409-763-9289
Mexican | $$ | Casual
fish tales seafood grill                     
2502 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-762-8545
gorditas                                           
712 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-621-1944
Mexican | $$ | Casual
Joe’s crab shack on seawall Blvd.      
3502 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-766-1515
2000 Harborside Dr 409-763-7087
la estacion                                       
2428 Ball Galveston - 409-762-4262
Mexican | $ | Casual
leon’s finest in & out Barbecue house
5427 Broadway Galveston - 409-744-0070
luigi’s ristorante italiano                  
2328 Strand Galveston - 409-763-6500
Italian | $$$ | Romantic, Upscale
the lunchbox café
210 21st St Galveston - 409-770-0044
Snacks, Sandwiches & Pizza | $ | Casual
Mario’s
628 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-763-1693
Italian | $$ | Casual
Mediterranean chef
2402 Strand Galveston - 409-765-7700
Greek, Mediterranean | $$ | Casual
Miller’s landing
1824 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-763-8777
the Mosquito cafe
628 14th St Galveston - 409-763-1010
olympia grill
4908 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-766-1222
Greek, Mediterranean | $$ | Casual
Papa’s Pizza
4400 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-766-7272
Press Box                                         
2401 Postoffice Galveston - 409-765-5958 $$ | Casual
rudy & Paco restaurant
2028 Postoffice St Galveston - 409-762-3696
$$$ | Romantic, Upscale
salsas Mexican & seafood restaurant 
4604 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-621-2630
Mexican | $$ | Casual
saltwater grill
2017 Postoffice Galveston - 409-762-3474
$$$ | Romantic, Upscale

shrimp n’ stuff
3901 Avenue O Galveston - 409-763-2805
Seafood | $$ | Casual
sky Bar
2107 Postoffice St. Galveston - 409-621-4759
Sushi | $$ | Casual
the original Mexican café                 
1401 Market St Galveston - 409-762-6001
Mexican | $ | Casual
the steakhouse at the san luis resort 
5222 Seawall Blvd Galveston - 409-744-1500
$$$ | Romantic, Upscale
yaga’s
2314 Strand Galveston - 409-762-6676
Sandwiches | $$ | Hipster, Casual | Casual

HOUSTON
aladdin Mediterranean cuisine
912 Westheimer Houston - 713-942-2321
Mediterranean | $$ | Casual | www.aladdinhouston.com
andy’s café
1115 E. 11th Street Houston - 713-861-9423
New American | $ | Late Night
Baba yega restaurant
2607 Grant St. Houston - 713-522-0042
Vegetarian, Burgers, American | $$ | Casual
Bacchus Mediterranean Wine & coffee Bar
2502 B Dunlavy Houston - 713-529-2330
Snacks, Sandwiches & Pizza | $$ | Casual
Barnaby’s café
414 W. Gray Houston - 713-522-8898
604 Fairview Houston - 713-522-0106
1701 S. Shepherd Houston - 713-520-5131
Vegetarian, Burgers, American 
| $$ | Casual
Benjy’s restaurant
2424 Dunstan Houston - 713-522-7602
New American | $$$ | Trendy | www.benjys.com
chapultepec Mexican restaurant
813 Richmond Ave. Houston - 713-522-2365
Mexican | $ | Casual
the chelsea grill
4621 Montrose Blvd Houston - 713-942-9857
New American | Sunday Brunch | $$ | Casual
el Paraíso Mexican restaurant
2320 Crocker St. Houston - 713-524-0309
Mexican | $ | Casual
el tiempo cantina
3130 Richmond Ave Houston - 713-807-1600
5602 Washington Ave Houston - 713-681-3645
1308 Montrose Blvd Houston - 713-807-8996
Mexican, Tex-Mex | $$ | Casual | www.eltiempocantina.com

hickory hollow restaurant
101 Heights Blvd. Houston - 713-869-6300
8038 Fallbrook Dr. Houston - 281-469-5323
18535 FM 1488 Rd. Magnolia - 281-356-7885
Barbeque | $ | Casual
hollywood Vietname/chinese restaurant
2409 Montrose Blvd. Houston - 713-523-8808
Vietnamese | $$ | Casual
house of Pies
3112 Kirby Houston - 713-528-3816
6142 Westheimer Houston - 713-782-1290
Late Night Diner | $ | Casual | www.houseofpies.com
kam’s fine chinese cuisine
5600 Montrose Unit B Houston - 713-529-5057
Chinese | $$ | Casual
laurenzo’s on Washington
4412 Washington Ave. Houston - 713-880-5111
Traditional American | $$$ | Classy | www.laurenzosgrille.com
niko niko’s greek & american café
2520 Montrose Blvd. Houston - 713-528-1308
Greek, Mediterranean | $$ | Casual
riva’s italian restaurant
1117 Missouri St. Houston - 713-529-3450
Italian | Lunch & Dinner | $$ | Casual
W grill
4825 Washington Ave Houston - 713-436-2233
Margaritas-to-go | Bar & Grill | $ | Casual
West gray café
415 West Gray Houston - 713-528-2887
Dinner, Breakfast & Brunch | $ | Casual

SAN ANTONIO
crumpets
3920 Harry Wurzbach San Antonio - 210-821-5600
Modern European | $$ | Casual
tycoon flats
2926 N. St. Mary's San Antonio - 210-731-9838
Burgers | $$ | Casual
la cocinita café
15450 Babcock, Ste. 2 San Antonio - 210-696-6640
Mexican | $ | Casual
Madhatter’s tea house & café
320 Beauregard San Antonio - 210-212-4832
Sandwiches | $$ | Hipster, Casual
tong’s thai
1146 Austin Highway San Antonio - 210-829- 7345
Thai, French | $$ | Casual

DINING GUIDE

FOODIE DIARIES

By JiM ayres

Ah, New Year’s resolutions. I
don’t usually make them, because
I know I’ll break them. But I’ve
found something so delicious and
yet so healthy, I think it’ll be easy to
stick to this one. And you’ll find it at
Roots Juice on lower Westheimer.

While the idea of juicing – ex-
tracting the juice from fruits and
vegetables for a refreshing and nu-
tritious beverage – isn’t new, it has
become popular again. Juicers are
on the market in all price ranges
(you can find a Black & Decker for
well under $100; a high end Bre-
ville can cost four times that). Juic-
ing blogs are all over the web.

At Roots Juice, with their

careful and cleverly named con-
coctions, these juices taste like a
burst of summer. They’re made
with all organic ingredients, have
lots of nutrients that do the body
good, and offer quick energy. (In-
stead of going out for a cocktail,
next time try going out for a juice!)

My personal favorite is called
the “Kale Tale”—you know I can’t
resist kale in any form. With cucum-
ber, spinach, pear, apple, and lime,
the first taste of this juice will leave
you speechless. It’s instant clarity,
like “THIS is what my body has
been craving!” It’s a clean, fresh,
sweet taste, and so purifying.

But Roots Juice offers about
a dozen more ideas. Try the “Beet
It” with beets, carrot, jalapeno, cu-
cumber, celery, and spinach. Still

sweet because of the beets and
carrots, it’s an earthier blend with
a kick from the pepper. Or for a cit-
rus explosion, order the “Liquid
Sunshine,” with grapefruit, orange,
lemon, lime, and pineapple.

For some people, juicing
does have one drawback. It takes
out all the fiber from fruits and
vegetables. And as we all know,
fiber is essential to a healthy diet,
yet it’s one thing most Americans
don’t get enough of. The answer,
if you prefer, is a smoothie.

Roots Juice offers as many
smoothies as it does juices. Get-
ting back to my kale fixation, I tried
the “Holy Kale” smoothie with all
the edible parts of kale, spinach,
banana, pear, pineapple, and
dates blended together into a

beautiful green slush. It had the
same fresh flavors as the juices,
and with its greater heft, it felt
more like a meal to me. 

If you’re looking for a sweeter,
dessert-like smoothie, try the
“Chocolove” with banana, dates,
cacao, coconut, almond butter, and

almond milk. It’s simply amazing.
When you walk in Roots Juice,

the smell of fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles completely envelops you. It’s
quite a rush—almost like a sec-
ondhand high from, well, you know.
And there’s a hipster vibe, but
everyone there is friendly and well

versed in nutrition. Tell them how
you’re feeling, and they’ll recom-
mend something for you! Anything
that helps us get more fruits and
veggies in our diet is a good thing.
And so is Roots Juice! With their
juices, smoothies, and salads,
start your new year off right. H

Roots Juice
Drink Your Veggies!
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THURSDAYS
the alamo city Men’s chorale Board Meetings - First
Thursday of the month. 7:30pm. The Radius, 106 Au-
ditorium Shores, San Antonio. 210-495-7464 or visit
acma-texas.org.

austin gay Basketball league - Registration is now open
for AGBL’s 2012 Winter League: AGBL plays on Thurs-
days at 7pm at Austin Sports Center, 425 Woodward
St. Registration and pay player fee required to be
eligible to play. Only 72 spots open and addt’l players
will on a waiting list.

Bears night out dinner - Third Thursday of each month:
Heart of Texas (HOT) is a social, community service
group of “bear” men and their admirers, located in
Austin. 7pm. For monthly location and details, visit
heartoftexasbears.org.

the center hiV support group - Houston. Thursdays at
7pm. Offering peer-led support and advice to
individuals affected by HIV, the newly diagnosed as well
as those who have lived for years with the virus. The
Center, Historic Dow School, 1900 Kane.

nla - Houston Movie Night, on the second Thursday of
each month, beginning September 13, 2012, at the
Montrose Counseling Center, Room 106, 7pm. Admis-
sion is free and donations are accepted. Refreshments
will be available, but no alcohol will be served. Septem-
ber's movie is the unrated gay romantic/comedy Theft
by Paul Bright and filmed in Texas. October's movie will
be the PG-13 comedy Connie & Carla.

southern country houston - Free Dance Lessons Thurs-
days. A country western dance organization, we have
a great time while we work to support other local char-
itable organizations through dance workshops, com-
munity service and fundraising activities. You don’t
need a partner – just a good attitude and leather-soled
shoes or boots. At 8pm, Brazos River Bottom, 2400
Brazos St, Houston. Info available at southerncountry-
houston.com.

P-flag san antonio - First Thursday of the month - meet-
ings include opportunities for sharing in a safe, sup-
porting environment and for conversation and refresh-
ments. Personal info to remain confidential. First Uni-
tarian Universalist Church, 7150 West I-10, San
Antonio.  210-655-2383. Pflag-sanantonio.org.

sPry Potluck - Second Thursday of the month at the
Montrose Counseling Center, Houston.

FRIDAYS
austin tennis club – Fridays 
atc - Is a GLBT friendly group who meets weekly to
practice, socialize, and to help promote the sport of ten-
nis in the gay and lesbian community. They are a mem-
ber of the international Gay and Lesbian Tennis Alliance
(GLTA) and host an annual tournament on the circuit
known as the Heart of Texas Classic, or the HOT tour-
nament. Friday Night Doubles meet South Austin Tennis
Center, 1000 Cumberland Rd. Courts available at
6:30pm to warm up; games at 7. 

arts & crafts night in southtown and at la Villita, san an-
tonio. First Friday - Visit La Villita galleries and shops
and booths featuring local, handmade art and craft
pieces. You will need cash for most of the art/craft ven-
dors. Parking is free in the area, but come early to find
a spot! So much to see and do!

san antonio lgBt chambter of commerce 4th friday Mix
‘n Mingle - Come out and enjoy networking with LGBT
professionals and allies. More information by calling
Jezzika at 361-455-2184.

triple d (dykes, dinner and discussion) - The 3rd Friday
of the month at Houton’s GLBT Community Center, His-
toric Dow School, 1900 Kane.

SATURDAYS
austin front runners - (formerly Capital City Front Run-
ners) is a GLBT running/walking group open to all fit-
ness levels. Run Times: Tues & Thurs: 5:30pm; Sat:

10am; Sun: 7:45am (Butler Park) and 9am (Mo-Pac
bridge) Long runs - meeting Point: (Stretching Area un-
der the Mo-Pac bridge).
Bingo & BBQ - First & third Saturday of the month, EJ’s
hosts fundraising events. See their ad in the Montrose
Star for details. 

safe affirming family environment (s.a.f.e.) - First Satur-
day: we provide brown bag lunches of nonperishable
food and beverages to homeless youth and young
adults. Immergent Church, 3205 Montrose (next to
Smoothie King). Hot chocolate and cookies will be avail-
able. 11am. 

first saturday Queer Bingo - Houston’s GLBT Community
Center Drag Bingo on the 2nd floor of El Real Tex-Mex
Cafe at 1201 Westheimer. Doors open at 2pm, games
are 2:30 to 4:30. Proceeds support the John Lawrence
and Tyrone Garner Scholarship Fund of the Houston
GLBT Center and programs. Funny drag queens lead
our festive afternoon!

houston Big Men’s club - Second Saturday of the month:
monthly meeting. Houston GLBT Community Center,
Historic Dow School, 1900 Kane, Houston.

nla - Houston New monthly 'Leather Craft Class', held
the second Saturday of each month beginning Septem-
ber 8, 2012. The location may vary, so contact us for
details. Meeting time is noon to 5pm. Cost is $20 plus
materials. Contact bihouse@comcast.net for more in-
formation.

transgender Monthly luncheon - Fourth Saturday of each
month: The Central Texas Transgender Society. Email
cttgstx@gmail.com for the location. Visit our website at:
cttgs.org.

SUNDAYS
empire of the royal sovereign imperial court of the single
star houston - Second Sunday: general membership
meeting. The purpose of ERICSS is to sponsor, support,
and promote community charitable and educational
programs; to promote and recognize community lead-
ers. 2pm. Montrose Counseling Center, 401 Branard,
Houston. www.ersicss.org.

national leather association - houston - First Sunday: Es-
tablished for the leather/BDSM/Fetish community to
have an organization dedicated to service. Above all:
Safe, Sane and Consensual. 2pm. Montrose
Counseling Center, 401 Branard, Houston. www.nla-
houstontx.org

Pflag houston - First Sunday monthly meetings, begin-
ning with a general interest program followed by group
discussion. Jones Building, St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church, 1:30pm at 5401 Fannin, Houston. pflaghous-
ton.org. 713-333-1094.

Pflag clear lake - Fourth Sunday of the month from 2-
4pm in the Fellowship Hall of Bay Area Unitarian
Church. We are a small group and do not have speak-
ers. Instead we offer only peer group counseling for the
2 hours. 17503 El Camino Real (under the water
tower).

the royal sovereign imperial court of the alamo empire -
Second Sunday general meeting. Dedicated to the bet-
terment of the San Antonio community through direct
assistance to non-profit agencies assisting those living
with a life-threatening illness. Fuddruckers - I-10 and
Wurzbach. AlamoEmpire.org. 7pm. 

MONDAYS
houston stonewall young democrats - Second Monday
monthly meetings. The HSYD is a group of young pro-
gressives (ages 14 - 40) whose focus is to educate the
LGBT community about issues affecting them. hous-
tonstonewallyd.com

lgBt cultural center - Every Monday: Introductory Yoga
class - free & open to the public. 6pm. Part of the Learn-
ing & Wellness program at the LGBT Cultural Center lo-
cated at 401 Branard.

TUESDAYS
allgo - Second Tuesday Movie Night - 6:30pm. Contact
us for next showing. Free event. 701 Tillery St., Ste. A1,
Austin. 512-472-2001. allgo.org

austin front runners - (See Saturdays listing for full de-
tails and information)

austin gay & lesbian chamber of commerce - Last Tues-
day: monthly networking luncheon. 512-330-1002.
aglcc.org.

colt 45’s aids trouble fund Meeting - First & last
Tuesday: If interested in the AIDS TroubleFund advisory
board or helping with charities, please call our hotline
at 713-526-6077. BRB, 2400 Brazos St., Houston.
Colt45s.org.

lgBt cultural center tuesdays: Meditation group - Join
us and reduce stress, live a more authentic and healthy
life by tuning in to your thoughts, emotions and body.
Mindfulness meditation can bring awareness to your
daily activities. 11 am 401 Branard, 2nd Floor, Hous-
ton. Facebook.com/GLBTCulturalCenter

tc’s drag tuesdays - Where Houston newcomer's com-
pete in weekly challenges and someone gets sent
home every week. Come cheer on your favorite girl.
Showtime at 11pm. Visit TcShowbar.com for a list of
contestants and weekly guests. Come early and enjoy
the best in top 40 music videos starting at 8pm with
Tranny George behind the bar. 

Transgender Education Network of Texas TENT – The
group meets every Second Tuesday of the month at
3pm. For more information, contact rifka@transtexas.org.

WEDNESDAYS
austin sure shots - Austin’s Women’s Pistol League. Sure
Shots’ two “chapters”, South and North, practice on al-
ternate Wednesdays, at Red’s Gun Range in Oak Hill,
the following week at Red’s Gun Range in Pflugerville.
Check them out on FB.

Bering spiritual support group - Wednesdays - this group
is for persons infected with HIV/AIDS (and their families
and friends who are impacted by its effects). Potluck
dinner at 6:30pm. Bering United Methodist Church,
1440 Harold St., Fellowship Hall. Call 713-526-1017 or
visit BeringSupportNetwork.org

Bingo with the divas at tony's corner Pocket, houston -
third Wednesday, 8-10pm. Game winners receive do-
nated prizes. All monies raised from the Bingo and tips
benefit the Bering Omega Foundation. Regulars are
Jessica Van Shelton and Kari Christopher and special
guests. TonysCornerPocketBar.com

houston area Bears - Second Wednesday business
meeting. Members are Bears, Cubs, Otters, Chasers,
Admirers and people interested in Bear culture. Formed
to promote friendship, fellowship and social & recre-
ational activities. Café Express meeting room. 1422 W
Gray, 7pm. HoustonAreaBears.com.

Confessions of a
Marriage Doubter

When there’s so much more
to LGBT rights, why all

the fuss about marriage?
BY ABBY DEES

I’ve been writing about marriage a lot lately,
which seems weird to me because even up to my
own wedding in 2008, I had mixed feelings about the
massive focus on marriage equality over the last
decade. I mean, when I came out in…well, a different
century, we weren’t talking much about marriage as
a major goal. We talked about rights, dammit, all of
them. Marriage too, I guess, but there was some odd
mix in our collective queer psyche that both poo-
pooed marriage for aping heterosexual norms (we
talked this way then) and thought that achieving mar-
riage equality was about as likely as changing the
word “God” to “Goddess” on our money. There were
more important things to fight for anyway.

We could enumerate our demands like we could
count Madonna hits on our fingers: an end to work-
place discrimination, sodomy laws, and gay bashing;
access to hospital visitation and adoption; the right
not to be declared an unfit parent just because you
were gay or lesbian; positive representation in the
media; recognition of bi-national couples, and the
right to political asylum based on sexual orientation
or gender identity. The closest we got to marriage
was domestic partnership, which we fought for and
won in many places.  

All of these things were so practical and neces-
sary and all are still pressing issues somewhere,
even if we’ve moved forward in other places. We
wanted then, and now, to live our lives like anyone
else without running head first into stupidity, igno-
rance or violence. 

Marriage, though, was different.   
Marriage had baggage. If you were someone’s

wife not long ago – and today in some cultures – you
were his property. Marriage in history was about se-
curing money, property and power. And for me, chron-
ically single and compelled to chase after indecisive
idiots throughout most of my 20s and 30s, marriage
didn’t have a thing to do with my freedom as a lesbian.
If you asked me in 2000 what the biggest issue facing
our community was, I’d have said employment dis-
crimination. Domestic partnership was important too,
of course, and I was happy, single as I typically was,
to fight for it. It made good, practical sense if you were
lucky enough to hook up with a normal person.

What’s happened now that I’m beating the drum
for marriage equality? Did I finally drink the Kool-Aide?
Am I a patriarchy-and-heterosexuality-blinded zombie?
No, and I still don’t like to be called anyone’s wife. I
just got to the core of the thing: The difference be-
tween marriage and domestic partnership, aside from
the fact that “domestic partnership” will always look
better on a numbered administrative form than em-
bossed in fancy curlicues, is a sense of dignity.  

If we had civil unions under the law for everyone,
and marriage was only a spiritual contract, then I’d
be all over the domestic partnership thing. But that’s
not the way our culture does it. Marriage is the brass
ring of agreements. The courts have held it to be the
bedrock relationship of our society since the Magna
Carta. (In fact, the 1879 Supreme Court case that
upheld bans on polygamy didn’t mention morality; in-
stead, it spoke about protecting the democratic sys-
tem: If a man could have a dozen wives, he became,
essentially, a despot). In its most basic form, every-
one knows, more or less, what you mean when you
say, “We’re married.” Likewise, everyone understands
why you sometimes need a divorce, but I once had
to explain to someone, repeatedly, why she needed
to dissolve her domestic partnership when the rela-
tionship tanked. 

As the right wing reminds us, marriage is special
and important – which is why we’re fighting so hard
for it. Marriage equality could happen as soon as
2013. It could move us dramatically closer to legal
equality in all realms, regardless if we’re single, mar-
ried or otherwise arranged. 

I get why some people don’t give a toss about
conventional marriage. I’ll fight for their rights too. But
most of us, LGBT or not, and me too, are inevitably
drawn back to our cultural roots. It can be a beautiful
thing as long as we don’t get all zombiefied about it. H

TEXAS NON-pROFITS
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By roMeo san Vicente

Viggo Mortensen & kirsten dunst
are the two faces of January

Eventually they’ll run out of
Patricia Highsmith books to
adapt into films, but until that
day, the late bisexual author’s
body of work continues to make
for great entertainment of the
rich-people-plus-crime variety.
Currently in production is The
Two Faces of January, based on
Highsmith’s 1964 novel and
starring Viggo Mortensen and
Kirsten Dunst. Set in Greece
and France, the psychological
thriller concerns a con man
(Mortensen) who accidentally
kills a Greek police officer. The
con man’s wife (Dunst) and a
stranger (Oscar Issac) help to
cover up the incident before flee-
ing the country in some really im-
peccable period costumes. And
if all of that sounds more than a
little bit like The Talented Mr. Rip-
ley, give or take a handful of de-
tails, that’s because Highsmith
wrote that one, too. The film is
set for a late 2013 release.
Make sure your shoes are prop-
erly shined and your necktie is
knotted just-so before then.

new gay hBo pilot:
the names behind the camera

Some people call it jumping
the gun when you talk about a
show with no cast yet. But when
the behind the scenes people
are accomplished and generate
excitement all by themselves, it’s
never too early to start buzzing.
Proof: HBO has picked up a com-
edy pilot about three thirtysome-
thing gay friends in San
Francisco. Title? Not yet. Actors?
Nope. But it’s from creators

David Marshall Grant (Brothers
and Sisters) and Sarah Condon
(Bored to Death), written by
Michael Lannan (assistant direc-
tor of James Franco’s upcoming
experimental “sequel” to the
film Cruising called Interior.
Leather Bar.). The pilot will be di-
rected by acclaimed Weekend
filmmaker Andrew Haigh, whose
presence alone is cause for con-
fidence. True, if you’re not
already paying attention to who
actually makes and produces
the gay-themed shows and films
you love then these aren’t
names you’ll know. But you
should. And if this thing goes to
cable you will. Look, nobody
used to know who Lena Dunham
was, either.

Bravo plans to
keep up with the Joneses

It’s okay if you never saw
The Joneses. The Demi
Moore/David Duchovny comedy
caper came to movie theaters
and left quickly after with very few
tickets sold. The story was
intriguing, though. A picture
perfect family moves into an up-
scale neighborhood and makes
fast friends with families in the
community, helpfully sharing tips
and hints about this or that new
gadget or product they happen to
be using at home. And why? Be-
cause they’re not a real family.
They’re actors playing a family for
marketing research and develop-
ment, gathering information and
selling, selling, selling. Even the
kids (one of whom is gay and
closeted for the role) are part of
the corporate brand-building
team. Well, if at first you don’t
succeed there’s always a reboot,
which is just what Bravo has

ordered, intending to turn The
Joneses into a weekly series. No
cast is set yet but the creators
are adapting the scenario for the
long haul. If it works it might just
fill the void left behind by the de-
parting drug-dealing-in-the-
suburbs sitcom Weeds. And if it
doesn’t then nobody can say they
didn’t try. Twice.

Pan’s Labyrinth, this time
with more singing

If we learned any lessons
from the all-singing stage adapta-
tions of Les Miserables and
Carrie, it’s that just about
anything, for better or worse, has
musical theater potential. Even
the Spice Girls have their own
jukebox show happening right
now in London. That’s why it’s not
really much of a shock to hear
that Guillermo Del Toro’s critically
acclaimed cult hit, the horror-fan-
tasy-historical-drama Pan’s
Labyrinth, is gearing up to
serenade you, monster-style, in
the near future. The story of a
young girl in 1944 Fascist Spain
who finds a hiding place from her
cruel army officer stepfather by re-
treating to her own fantasy world
of horrible creatures, Labyrinth’s
stage life has been quietly taking
shape for a few years now and
del Toro has already co-written the
book. Meanwhile, Paul Williams
and Gustavo Santaolalla
(composer of Brokeback
Mountain’s score) are on board to
write music and lyrics. The
costumes for the sheer variety of
creatures alone cry out for the
Julie Taymor treatment. And if and
when it all comes together (Note
to Smash: promote this thing!) it’ll
make for a genuinely freaky Tony
Awards broadcast.   H

HOSTING AN EVENT? IT’S FREE TO pOST IT HERE IN

SEND YOUR INFORMATION TO: info@Montrose-star.coM

The
         

Kristen Dunst in
Two Faces of January
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the usual The Usual has a new patio for a dog run, so bring your
dogs out. Every Sunday for Texans football with Jimmy Burgers! 5519
Allen St.

MONDAY JANUARY 14
eJ’s Come out to the L Lounge at EJ’s. Montrose’s only ladies’
lounge. Open 6pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
eJ’s Host Roxanne Collins brings you the Men of EJ’s Strip Show.
10pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
ripcord Seductive Mondays. Free pool and $1 drafts. 8pm-close.
715 Fairview.
tc’s showbar  Happy Hour 8am-10pm. Free PaPa John’s
pizza served at 5pm. Karaoke at 9:30pm with Tanya & Charles. 817
Fairview.

TUESDAY JANUARY 15
fBar Chris Allen is celebrating his 44th birthday in style at F Bar –
Houston with the cast of Drag Live. Special guests: Kelly Kline & DJ
Bang from Austin. 10pm-2am, 202 Tuam.
the usual Jimmy Burgers every Tuesday with drink specials and
your favorite bartenders. 5519 Allen St.

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 16
eJ’s Host Roxanne Collins brings you the Men of EJ’s Strip Show.
10pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
eJ’s Come out to the L Lounge at Ej’s. Montrose’s only ladies’ lounge.
Open 6pm-2am, 2517 Ralph St.
ripcord Wicked Wednesdays – $2.25 wells & domestics. $1.75
Schnapps. 715 Fairview.
the usual Karaoke with Nina Lombardo. 5519 Allen St.

THURSDAY JANUARY 16
BrB houston Dance Lessons with Southern Country. 8-10pm,
2400 Brazos St.
fBar houston Frathouse at the F. 18 and up with DJ Chris Allen.
202 Tuam
Meteor Amateur Drag. All you can enter to win cash. Your friends
vote 18+ night at 2306 Genesee.
Mining company $2.25 well & domestics. 805 Pacific St.
ripcord Naughty Thursdays. $2.50 wells & domestics. Strip pool
night. 715 Fairview.
tc’s showbar Happy Hour 8am-10pm. Thunderous Thursdays, Em-
cee Alexis Nicole Whitney at 11pm. 817 Fairview.

SPECIAL SHOWINGS
alley theatre
The Mountaintop. Showing January 11 – February 3rd.
Alleytheatre.org or call 713-220-5700.

discovery green
Thrill & Chill @ The Ice. Skate and watch or enjoy outdoor movies
every Thursday thru January 24 at 6:30pm. 1500 McKinney.

houston Ballet
Stanton Welch’s La Bayadère, classical ballet with a touch of Bolly-
wood. A colorful version of the Russian classic, La Bayadère is the
lively story of Nikiya the temple dancer, her lover Solor, and the
vengeance that keeps them apart – at least in this life.
Tickets on sale at houstonballet.org. 

houston grand opera
Show Boat. Friday, January 18 – Saturday, February 9 at Brown The-
ater at the Wortham Theatre Center. Tickets at
Houstongrandopera.com or call 713-228-6737.

Mfah
Portrait of Spain: Masterpieces from The Prado. Tickets: mfah.org/spain.

Main street theatre
Call 713-524-6706 for tickets and times. 2540 Times.

the Menil collection
The Progress of Love thru March 17. For details call 713-525-9400.
1533 Sul Ross.

reliant arena
Houston Collectors Show, January 25-27. Call ticketmaster at 800-
745-3000.

reliant center
Boat and Auto Show, January 23-27. Call ticketmaster  at 800-745-3000.

texas repertory theatre
Please call the Texas Repertory Theatre box office at 281-583-7573.

theatre under the stars
Camelot at the Hobby Center, January 22 – February 3. Tickets start
at $24 call 713-558-TUTS.

Romeo San Vicente has met more than his share of monsters already.

WHAT TO SEE & DO JAN 03 THROUGH JAN 16 | HOUSTON |
GET LISTED HERE FOR FREE. CONTACT INFO@MONTROSE-STAR.COM. LISTINGS SUBJECT TO EDITORIAL DISCRETION.

Kristen Dunst.
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Having been doing this
acting thing for so many
years now, you know you’re
always going to be a
student to your craft

BY ANGELA SNELL

How did you get involved in acting?
Well, let’s see, I’ve been on stage since I was

a little kid doing community theatre work, but I guess
I knew I wanted to do this forever when I worked at
the Alley Theatre in “A Christmas Carol” back in ’99
and 2000. That said this art form has always been
something I’ve just naturally gravitated towards. I
love having the opportunity to share these important
plays with audiences. And, let’s face it, once you
catch the theatre bug? You’re doomed.

How many plays have you done so far?
Oh wow. I think I may have lost count! I think

I’ve done maybe 30, or so?

Which has been your favorite character that
you have performed?

That’s a tough question, there are a few, but
Danny Larson, from Talbott’s The Submission, is def-
initely up there at the top of the list. As an actor it’s
always a challenge to take one a character like
Danny. He’s a young man in his late 20’s who writes
this play about a black family trying to get out of the
projects, and decides to put another name down for
the author of the play in an attempt to ensure it’s

success. He hires an African American actress, Em-
ilie Martin (played by Candice D’Meza), to portray his
nom de plume. What unfolds as a result of this de-
cision is part comedy, and part drama that demands
that we, and everybody watching, must question
what we think we know about prejudice in the “for-
ward thinking” world we live in.

Tell us about the play, The Submission, that
you are currently involved in.

Well, we’ve been working hard on this since the
start of December, and we’re all very excited to give
this play to Houston audiences. Jordan Jaffe the
artistic director at Black Lab Theatre directs the show

with patience and insight. Candice D’Meza plays Em-
ilie Martin, Matt Benton plays Danny’s caring
boyfriend, and New York based actor, Darcy Cadman,
plays Danny’s best friend Trevor. We open at Frenetic
Theatre on January 11 and run weekends until Jan-
uary 27.  

What have you learned from the directors
you’ve worked with through out your career?

Earlier this year, I was lucky enough to have the
opportunity to tour an original piece, Take Me With
You, by award- winning British playwright, Godfrey
Hamilton, and directed by Jonathan Best, a British
director (assistant director on Oklahoma!) on the
West End, which moved to Broadway. I was blown
away by how much I learned about technique. Turns
out the Brits are obsessed with it, whereas we Amer-
ican actors come across very “raw” and “emotional”.
Having been doing this acting thing for so many years
now, you know you’re always going to be a student
to your craft, but I was totally unprepared for his in-
credible insight into the text of the play. So I guess,
over the years, I’ve learned that no matter how ex-
perienced one becomes doing this, there’s always a
new frontier waiting to be explored with every new

play you’re able to work on, and The Submission is
by no means an exception to this.

Have you been involved in any films or mainly
plays?

Doing plays is my bread and butter. Look, work-
ing in film isn’t as glamorous as you might think.
Booooring.

Do you think you have matured as an actor?
Sure. But with this career there’s a good chance

I won’t ever be finished in the maturation process. 

What are some of your greatest accomplish-
ments in the field of acting?

2012 was a good year. I was able to work on
The Coast of Utopia trilogy at Main Street Theatre,
which was an incredible achievement. I played a
scavenger in a post-apocalyptic vaudeville comedy
called Dog Act at Main Street Theatre. I traveled
across the pond to tour a two-man show in some
amazing theatres in the U.K., and finally, I started
working on The Submission, which opens January
11, 2013 and runs until the 27th. Be sure and come
see it!   H

Ross Bautsch is Danny
Larson in The Submission
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BY ANGELA SNELL

Gay men and women want something more than a “one-night
stand” and that is what they can find on One Good Love. I had a con-
versation with founders Nicholas Marlin and Frank Mastronuzzi.

What is one good love?
OneGoodLove.com is the world’s leading lesbian and gay relation-

ship-focused online dating community. OneGoodLove.com was created
by the LGBT community for the LGBT community. Unlike many of the
other “mainstream” dating sites, our site does not merely throw some
rainbows onto the homepage or add a few images of gay men and les-
bians on a few of the pages to make it appear LGBT. The site was built
from the ground up specifically for the gay and lesbian community. Our
sole motivation on a daily basis is to help gays and lesbians find long-
term love!

you have a great deal of experience in working with other successful dating
sites. tell us about your background and experience.

OneGoodLove.com was co-founded by Nicholas Marlin and Frank
Mastronuzzi in West Hollywood, CA, in late 2010. As an eleven-year vet-
eran of the online dating industry, I began my career in 2001 at
Match.com, where I worked on strategic relationships for Match.com.

While helping to grow Match.com to its world-wide leadership po-
sition, including operations in 31 countries and sites in 18 languages,
I realized the gay and lesbian community was completely misunderstood
and underserved by all of the leading online dating sites when it came
to long-term relationships.

OneGoodLove developed organically from my disenchantment with
mainstream dating sites that were not meeting the needs of lesbian
and gay singles ready for love.  I personally understood that gay men
and lesbian women wanted something more than a “one-night stand,”
which is what existing gay dating sites offered. 

tell us about launching and developing one good love was it an easy task? 
Launching OneGoodLove was a fun challenge for both Nic and me.

We started by locating our gay PhD, who wrote the OneGoodLove Per-
sonality Profile Test. After all, we needed our own test like eHarmony.com
has since the eHarmony test was clearly not compatible with the LGBT
community. This came directly from their founder, Dr. Neil Clark Warren.
After creating our own compatibility test and matching algorithm, One-
GoodLove was coded and launched quietly. To get the site launched,
the founding team had to make some significant sacrifices. In addition
to quitting his full-time job, Frank liquidated his 401k Plan to help launch
the site. Nicholas also worked diligently on raising our friends and family
seed funding. Shortly thereafter, “Our star was born.”    

how long has one good love been online and recruiting members?
Well, our initial “proof of concept” site was launched in 2010 but

we used that feedback and experience to launch the brand new existing
site in September 2012. Since our initial launch, we have grown rapidly
by word-of-mouth to over 125,000 members all over the United States.

We quickly realized that the community from coast-to-coast and in
large and small cities alike desperately needed OneGoodLove.

Contrary to popular belief, finding long-term love in the larger cities
is not easier as many people think. Finding the right partner is difficult
and everybody needs help, which is why we’re here. We always say that
gays and lesbians should use OneGoodLove to help narrow down your
search and make it easier.

After all, we know you are already super busy with your job, the
gym, friends, social life and family!

What can the lgbt community expect to find when they join one good love?
What sets you apart from other lgbt dating sites?

The LGBT community can expect to find a site that fits like Cin-
derella’s glass slipper!  We built the site specifically for you as we know
the community’s dating concerns.

First-off, you will find a proprietary personality profile test that asks
you about your personality and the type of relationship you are seeking.
From your personality test, we then match you with compatible person-
alities but only those personalities that meet your match preferences
(i.e. age, distance, height, etc.) 

Secondly, you will find a site that asks the right questions when it
comes to helping you find a long-term partnership. OneGoodLove knows
that to find a long-term partnership, you need to ask the right questions
and those are not the same questions you send on hook-up sites/apps.  

Lastly, you will find three ways to find the perfect match on our
site: 1) Expert Matches – these are matches sent to you based upon
your personality profile test; 2) Quick Matches – these are matches in
which each match rates each other and if both rate each other high,
then you are introduced; and 3) Search Matches – these matches are
the traditional “hunt and peck” matches in which you search on standard
criteria and are able to communicate directly.

What is your overall goal for 2013 and what can your members look forward
to in new year as far as features on the site?

2013 will be an incredible year for OneGoodLove and our users.
The key goals for 2013 are the following:  We plan to grow the user
base to over 2MM profiles in the US alone and that will come from all
the key distribution partnerships we have launched like Instinct Maga-
zine, Manhunt.net, Lesbian.com, Montrose Star, etc.

Continue to make our mobile site and app more robust with added
features. Doing so, will allow our users to bring OneGoodLove along
with them in their pocket. We know that finding the right person is a
top priority for many folks and you should be able to respond to Mr. or
Mrs. Right in a timely manner! 

Continue to add more features to the site. We have received lots
of great feedback and suggestions from our users in regards to additions
to the site. We have already implemented many of them but we hope
to keep adding more as they come from you. For example, the VIP sub-
scription in which users can make their profile only visible to the mem-
bers they chose, or pay for their match’s ability to communicate with
them for free, and search for other VIP members only, came from our
members’ suggestions.

Simply put, our overall goal is always to help our members fine
the “One.”   H

Helps find
long-term love

One Good Love
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Eating An
Elephant

BY GAYL NEWTON

It’s a New Year. Lots of people go through
their annual ritual of making New Year’s Resolu-
tions. Sadly, by February 1, another annual ritual
takes place – Failure to Achieve Goals – Give-Up!
We become discouraged by not having immediate
results or we become overwhelmed and paralyzed
with the magnitude of our goals.

Are you familiar with the analogy “How do you
eat an elephant? One bite at a time!” Rather than
tackle all your objectives simultaneously, prioritize!

Here are some guidelines to help you in-
crease the odds of being successful:

Work on one goal, for sure no more than two
goals, at a time. You cannot fit a bunch of extra
tasks into your already busy schedule

Decide which goal you want to work on first.
Prioritize your goals on relevance to you.

Break the goal down into smaller compo-
nents. For instance, if you want to organize your
office, start with organizing a bookshelf. If you want
to improve your health, get a physical so as to
know your current health status and then talk to
the doctor about what kind of healthy program to
start.

Work on each component in manageable in-
crements of time (one hour/day). Do not over do
it! It is difficult to continue working on your goal if
you are mentally and physically exhausted because
you worked on a project for 24-hours straight!

After completing a task, celebrate! It does not
matter how small, medium or large the accomplish-
ment. For instance, celebrate because you walked
that day or celebrate for organizing a drawer. Your
celebration, however, should not impede your
progress! The celebration can be a healthy snack,
taking a hot bath, watching a movie, etc. 

Get into a routine on doing something every
day on your goal. Establishing a routine will keep
you on track and you will soon see tangible results. 

Be nice to yourself. Refrain from beating your-
self up if you slip or backslide. Make these learning
opportunities about yourself. Realize that you may
get tired and rebel against being disciplined. 

Overcome your resistance to giving-up by re-
grouping and kick-starting your motivation again.
Motivation is strengthened when you have a pur-
pose and reason to accomplish your goal. And, it
is particularly enhanced when you have a deadline.
Your purpose needs to be very relevant and impor-
tant to you such as losing weight to look good at
your high school reunion!  

By applying and practicing these guidelines,
you will see that by taking “one bite at a time, you
finally ate the entire elephant”!  

Here’s To Your Success in the New Year!
Gayl Newton is the Living OUT Mentor with

Confidently OUT. You can read more of her articles
at www.confidentlyout.com.   H
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AskGayl! The Montrose Softball League, Inc., is recognized
as a charitable organization under the laws of the
State of Texas. The league began in 1980 as one of
several sports organizations that operated under the
umbrella of the Montrose Sports Association (MSA).
In 1983 the league broke away from the MSA to form
its own separate organization and renamed itself the
Montrose Softball League (MSL). The league’s general
membership includes both playing and non-playing
members as well as team sponsors. A seven-member
Board of Trustees that is elected by the general mem-
bership at the annual fall meeting governs the MSL.
The MSL is also a member in good standing of the
North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance (NA-
GAAA). NAGAAA serves as the national governing body
for its member cities, which now includes over three-
dozen alliance members throughout North America.
Various member cities sponsor national invitational
softball tournaments throughout the year, including
the Lone Star Classic Softball Tournament sponsored
by the Montrose Softball League, held annually during
Memorial Day Weekend. NAGAAA also sponsors the
annual Gay Softball World Series in late summer,
hosted by a different member city each year. 

MSL is dedicated to the promotion of amateur
softball for all persons regardless of age, race, creed,
religion, sex, or national origin, with special emphasis
placed on the participation of members of the gay
community of Greater Houston. The goal of the league
is to provide a sports outlet for individuals as a way
to meet and interact with like-minded people in the
spirit of friendly competition in an environment that
promotes good health and fitness. The MSL is divided
into various divisions relative to a player’s skill level.
The league also encourages the involvement of non-
playing members who are considered members in
good standing and accrue all the benefits thereof.
During the course of the season the league holds var-
ious fundraisers and at the end of the season an
awards banquet is held where we honor individual and
team achievement, thank our sponsors, and donate
monies to our league charities. We are proud of our
league’s continued growth and accomplishments over

the years and we look forward to serving the gay
sports community of Greater Houston for years to
come. 

The MSL is funded by membership dues, spon-
sorship fees, and by monies raised via fundraising
events such as Jocks In Dresses and the Lone Star
Classic Softball Tournament. These funds in turn help
defray league expenses for field rental, umpire fees,
general league expenditures, awards and trophies,
etc. The league also provides partial financial assis-
tance to Houston teams that win the right to partici-
pate in the Gay Softball World Series. 

As an active and responsible member of Hous-
ton's gay community, the MSL every year donates a
percentage of its annual revenues to local charities.
Upon review of their needs the Board of Trustees
chooses these charities at the beginning of the sea-

son. As a league we take great pride in being able to
give something back to the community we serve! 

If you’re interested in playing and want to be part
of this great organization, bring your glove to Recruit-
ment Day, Sunday, January 13 at 10am at Houston
Sportsplex. We’d love to have you! If you have any
questions, please find us on Facebook under Mon-
trose Softball League, or you can call us at (281) 849-
7675. Any correspondence/donations may be sent
to POB 541954, Houston, TX 77254. Games are
played at Houston Sportsplex located at 12631 South
Main Street, Houston, TX 77045. This year the sea-
son opens Sunday, March 24 and lasts through mid-
June. Each team plays 2 games on Sundays between
from 9am and 2pm. The week-long World Series this
year is in Washington, DC August 25 – 31, 2013. Now
let’s play ball!   H

Henry E. Gonzales, Commissioner

Ryan Abarca, Treasurer

Brian Crumby, Secretary

David Dix, Competition Coordinator 

Peter Robledo, Public Relations / Sponsorship Coordinator

Gabriel Gonzales, Fundraising Coordinator

Facebook/Montrose Softball League | (281) 849-7675
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Join MSL on January 13 & let’s play ball
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DJ JD ARNOLD’S
CLUB
EAGLE HOUSTON

DJ JEFF WHITE’S
HOT COUNTRY

TOP10
RANCH HILL SALOON1. Clique - Kanye West feat. Big Sean & Jay Z

2. Do My Dance - Tyga
3. Bandz A Make Her Dance - Juicy J feat. 2 Chainz & Lil Wayne
4. I Luv Dem Strippers - 2 Chainz feat. Nicki Minaj
5. Fckin Problem - A.S.A.P. Rocky feat. Drake, 2 Chainz & Kendrick
Lamar
6. Swimming Pools (Drank) - Kendrick Lamar
7. Pour It Up - Rihanna
8. Pop That - French Montana feat. Rick Ross, Drake & Lil Wayne
9. Birthday Song - 2 Chainz feat. Kanye West
10. I Don’t Like - Kanye West feat. Pusha T, Chief Keef, Jadakiss & Big Sean
*Breakout Track  

1.  Planet Called Love - David Morales & Ultra Nate
2.  Flavor - Tori Amos
3.  Girl On Fire - Alicia Key
4.  Just Be - Paloma Faith
5.  Let Me Tell You Something - Kings Of Tomorrow
6.  Underground - Nick Curly
7.  Right Now - Inaya Day & Robin
8.  Mainline - Tensnake feat. Syron
9.  Love Somebody Else - MaceoPlex, Joi Cardwell & Jon DeSilva
10.  Free To Be Loved - Andrea Paci with Barbara Tucker

DJ WILD’S
Club Play/Top 40

TOP10
BAYOU CITY BAR 

1. Own The Night - Lady Antebellum
2. Wake Up Older - Julie Roberts
3. I knew You Were Trouble - Taylor Swift
4. Somebody’s Heartbreak - Hunter Hayes
5. Give It All We Got - George Strait
6. You Won’t Ever Be Lonely - Andy Griggs
7. Did It For The Girl - Greg Bates
8. Come Over - Kenny Chesney
9. Lovin’ You Is Fun - Easton Corbin
10. Somebody’s Chelsea - Reba McEntire

BY DJ JD ARNOLD

I love playing the classics on Sunday nights at
The Eagle but in particular the sound that seems to
remain timeless for me is the old soulful disco done
by the masters.

A couple of the masters that I have so much re-
spect and admiration for were actually a married cou-
ple who were more famous for writing songs for other
stars than for their own successes. 

I first came across them when reading the liner
notes on many of my old Motown record sleeves as
they wrote some of the biggest and most popular
hits for that label. Included in their catalogue of hits
is the classic Ain’t No Mountain High Enough, which
was originally a hit for Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell
but most of us remember the version that Diana
Ross turned it into her first number one hit as a solo
artist after leaving The Supremes in 1970.

I also loved the incredible ten and a half minute
disco version of the song recorded by Inner Life and

featuring the incomparable vocals of Jocelyn Brown,
which was popular at Numbers/Babylon and The Pa-
rade when I fist moved to Texas. 

They also wrote Chaka Khan’s signature song
I’m Every Woman and had hits with Ray Charles,
Aretha Franklin and Gladys Knight among many oth-
ers.

They often sang back-up vocals for other artist.
I became a huge fan of Valerie Simpson when

an old radio DJ in The Netherlands named Skip Voogd
sent me a copy of her amazing solo album simply
entitled Exposed on which she sings a track com-
pletely acapella, apart from her own piano accompa-
niment, proving her amazing vocal talents. It is still
an album I treasure!

The couple got married in 1974 and then during
the peak of the disco days they released one of the
best and somewhat forgotten r & b/disco albums of
all time Stay Free. This was their third album in a row
to be certified gold so they were selling records but
seem to have got lost in the shuffle over the years.

I was DJing in the UK when
the album was released and the hit
single from the album was a dou-
ble sided 12-inch, which became
massive for me there. The A-side
was the hugely popular Found A
Cure, which received the Tom Moul-
ton treatment. Tom was known as
the father of the disco mix and was
by far the most famous remixer of
his day.

The B-side of the single in the
UK was Nobody Knows and it still
brings chills when I play it. The pro-
duction values on both sides of this single earn it
the distinction of being the first Retro Rewind I have
picked that I cannot choose between the 2 songs
as they are both absolute disco/r & b classics that
totally stand the test of time for me personally.

If you would like to experience the best of Ash-
ford & Simpson they have a great double CD entitled

Hits Remixes and Rarities, which has been com-
pletely remastered and is a great collectors compi-
lation of the full length mixes.

I will continue to include them in my Sunday
night sets in the hopes of winning over some of the
younger crowd who appreciate great Disco AND
Great Soul!   H

DJ SPOTLIGHT

Ashford & Simpson

DJ Nate
Silver Dollar Saloon, San Antonio

BY DJ MARK D

As with everything in life, change is in the air. That is especially
true with the club scene throughout our great state…. so when I get a
hot tip that there’s new talent emerging, I’m on it! For this edition of the
spotlight, I grabbed a double espresso and hit the road to San Antonio.
I’ve featured DJs from there before, so the nighttime routine for me is
well honed in that town, at times I feel I should get an apartment there!
There’s a kid belting out the beats at the Silver Dollar Saloon that you
need to get to know; our spotlight DJ: DJ Nate.

Timothy Pineda, a.k.a DJ Nate was originally asked to help Silver
Dollar in 2009 with the light show for their new location. Bigger, better,
faster, more…. the new location was all that and more – so the addi-
tional help would be much appreciated. As a DJ manager for Walt Disney
Entertainment back in my younger days, I can tell you the variety guys
are the hardest to find… especially the ones who know how to beat
match, key match, genre match all the dance hits in the right order with
a variety of music (pop/Top 40, Hip Hop, Dance), keeping the whole
night fresh. Nate’s dream has always been to be behind the turntables,
so when the bar asked him to help find a good DJ, he knew he was up
to bat and this was his chance. He told us, “Well, over a night of thinking
long and hard, I knew its been a dream of mine since I was maybe 5
or 6 - when I fell in love with music and lights.”

Many people wonder why technical beat matching is so important
when playing in a nightclub or bar. It’s a technique that was developed
by the early Disco DJs at the great clubs like The Saint NYC, Studio 54,
Paradise Garage and others. It’s vital to have the energy never stop,

therefore there’s no dip in the party. You know how much it blows to be
in a groove on your iPod only to have to endure the pause between
tracks – same methodology.  For the DJ, the learning curve is never-
ending, but to get started, it helps to have a solid mentor to offer guid-
ance.  Nate found that in a friend, “I started to learn how to beat match
by learning the 8-Counts and using Virtual DJ to learn the BPMs (beats
per minute, or speed of a record) on each song and also making my
own extended mixes.  One of my mentors is DJ Derrick White, I used
to listen to his music play and watch him work his magic on the mixer.
Ever since, I’ve followed in his foot steps,” he recounts. He’s also had
to learn to do mic work as the bar features a number of shows through-
out the year, “the only time I get embarrassed is when, I’m introducing
a Show and I get caught up in my head and get lost in what I’m trying
to say on the mic – I talk so fast,” he laughs, “I learned to get over my
fear of talking on the mic and just go with it.”

Today, you can find Nate in the Oasis bar inside Silver Dollar Saloon;
he spins every Thursday, Friday and Saturday – plenty of time to party!
He’s got an open mind and always love hearing from his crowd – so go
up to the DJ booth and make a request, he’s all about the party: “every
time I have a packed dance floor, or just seeing people dancing the night
away and making woohoo noises to each song I play is just a reminder
why I choose this career!”  

Personally, Nate is proud to proclaim that he’s never been closeted
– he is what he is and loves his life – freaking awesome! He also asked
that I add that he’s looking to get to know someone inside AND out,
he’s a San Antonio native and currently lives on the West side of town!
Sounds like a hookup may be in order – go get ‘em, killer!

No matter where you party, if there’s a good beat and a badass
DJ – I’ll be there… under the mirror ball!   H

RETRO REWIND
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GROOVELINES

THURSDAY  JANUARY 3
Rusty’s / Austin Blue Moon Swing. The monthly dance is the
first Thursday of every month. 8pm, 405 E.7th St.
Silver Dollar Saloon / San Antonio
No Cover. $2.50 wells & domestics. Dj Nate in the mix. Karaoke With
Melinda Vera In Silver Bar 9:30pm-2am. 1814 N. Main.

FRIDAY JANUARY 4
Pegasus / SA. Best Dj’s Bartenders and Drink specials. 1402 N
Main.
Rusty’s / Austin. Come feel the country spirit and show your coun-
try style’n. Rustys Main Hall will be filled with great country music
and dance lessons. 8pm, 405E.7th St.

SATURDAY JANUARY 5
Pegasus / SA. Best Dj’s Bartenders and Drink specials. 1402 N
Main.
Rusty’s / Austin. The United Court of Austin celebrates Emperor
Emeritis Jake Stone on his birthday with a special fundraising show
to benefit Central Texas charities. 8pm, 405E.7th St.
Wax Club / SA. No cover. Drink specials all night. Pole dancers.
Bottle service. This is the first Saturday lesboan night at Wax Club.
8pm-3am, 2211 San Pedro.

SUNDAY JANUARY 6
Pegasus / SA. Sunday FunDay, 1402 N Main.
Rusty’s / Austin. Austin band Grrlz Will Be Boiz return to perform
the first Sunday of every month. 405E.7th St.

MONDAY JANUARY 7
Rusty’s / Austin. Bring your sheet music and “Sing out, Louise!” at
Austin’s only downtown open mic night for musical theatre and
cabaret performers! Hosted by Dustin Stuhall on the piano.
405E.7th St.
Saint / SA. Boom Box Mondays. $1 well drinks all night long. 800 Lex-
ington.

TUESDAY JANUARY 8
Silver Dollar Saloon / SA. Dart night. $3 buy in, club matches.
$1.75 wells and $2 domestics. 6pm-2am. 1814 N. Main.

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9
Babio’s Eat Drink Dance / SA. Come enjoy this great weather on
our fabulous patios. Never a cover at Babio’s. $2 Domestic Draft, $3
Well Drinks and $3 Cum shots ‘til 11pm. Open Wed - Sun 7pm -
2am. 527 W. Hildebrand.
Silver Dollar Saloon / SA. $1.75 wells & $2 domestic longnecks.
All day & night. Karaoke 9:30pm-2am. 1814 N. Main.

THURSDAY JANUARY 10
Pegasus / SA. Tandi’s T.E.A., Hosted by Erica Andrews, Shady Lady,
Janet Andrews, Naomi Evans,Beyonce Mykels and Sabastian D. An-
thony. 1402 N. Main.
Silver Dollar Saloon / SA. $1.75 wells & $2 domestic longnecks.
All day & night. Karaoke with emcee Mel 9:30pm-2am. Oasis Room
With Dj Nate. Drag Family Feud Host Anny Conda Monroe. 1814 N.
Main.

FRIDAY JANUARY 11
Pegasus / SA. Best Dj’s Bartenders and Drink specials. 1402 N
Main.
Rusty’s / Austin. Jenna McDaniel is a 15 year old emerging artist
from Central Texas who is currently performing acoustic shows while
she builds a full band. She has opened for Cory Morrow, Jason
Boland and Roger Creager and spends 1 week each month in
Nashville working with an Artist Development company where she re-
fines her skills. She is dedicated to her craft and very talented. 405
E. 7th St.

SATURDAY JANUARY 12
Pegasus / SA. Best Dj’s Bartenders and Drink specials. 1402
N Main.
Rusty’s / Austin. The Dames of Deception is Austin’s only all male
drag revue. Hosted by award winner Alix Courtnie and featuring some
of the top talents in the nation, including Simone Riviera, Goldie
Haynes and Topaz, plus special guests each show. No cover.
405E.7th St.
Silver Dollar Saloon / SA. $1.75 wells & $2 domestic longnecks
‘til10pm. After $3 domestics $3.50 wells $1 jello & $2 tube shots. 3
Dj’s. 2 dance floors. Video bar. 6 full service bars. 1814 N. Main.

SUNDAY JANUARY 13
Babio’s Eat Drink Dance / SA. Latin Sunday Funday. Hosting and
emcee Bow-tie Brian and the lovely beautiful bodies Livvie Lang, Fel-
isha Andrews, Selena Nicole Austin, Mr. Christoff Anzures. So get here
early to get your table. Show at 11:30pm. 527 W. Hildebrand.
Pegasus / SA. Sunday FunDay. Beer Bust and Cook out benefiting
local charities.5pm-9pm, 50 cent non premium drafts & $1
Premium Draft. Sunday Funk Factory 11:45pm Hosted by Anny
Conda Monroe Miss Gay San Antonio at Large 2012. Special guests
Beyonce Mykels, Sabastian D. Anthony, Danny Dash, Kylie Crawford
and Odyssey Whitney. 1402 N Main.
Rusty’s Austin. Come on out with your friends and enjoy DJ Waide
playing your requests, live music on the patio, Trivia with Rob, a cook-
out on the patio, and all your favorite beverages. 405E.7th St.
Silver Dollar Saloon / SA. Dj Shawn With cumbias, tejano, regga-
ton, salsa/pop international. Sunday Unleashed Show At Midnight
Host:Daniel Whitney. 1814 N. Main.

MONDAY JANUARY 14
Saint / SA. Boom Box Mondays. $1 well drinks all night long. 800
Lexington.
Rusty’s Austin. Toastmasters International is a world leader in com-
munication and leadership development. Today, our membership is
260,000 strong. These members improve their speaking and leader-
ship skills by attending one of the 12,500-plus clubs that make up
our global network of meeting locations. 405E.7th St.

TUESDAY JANUARY 15
Pegasus / SA. Layla Drag Classics, Hosted by Miss Gay USofA Classic
2012, Layla LaRue, Dakota Whitney, Janet Andrews and Beyonce
close out the show with her 8 count Madness. 1402 N Main.

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 16
Babio’s Eat Drink Dance / SA. Come enjoy this great weather on our
fabulous patios. Never a cover at Babio’s
$2 Domestic Draft, $3 Well Drinks and $3 Cum shots until 11pm.
Open Wed - Sun 7pm - 2am. 527 W. Hildebrand.
Pegasus / SA. Shadys Playground, Hosted By Shady Lady, Erica
Andrews, Layla LaRue, Denise Mykels and Kylie Crawford. 1402 N.
Main.
Rusty’s / Austin. Host Raul Ochoa emcees Austin’s top downtown
open mic nite, always populated with a “Who’s Who” of Austin music
and comedy talents. Free to perform or just experience. 405E.7th St.

MONTHLY MEETINGS / AUSTIN
Stonewall Democrats have their regular monthly meetings on the
first Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm at Cafe Express (3418 N.
Lamar Blvd). 
North PFLAG meets the second Tuesday each month at Live Oak
Unitarian Universalist Church, 3315 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park
(located off 620 near Lakeline Mall), 7pm to 9pm. Come at 6:45pm
for the informal Meet and Greet time before the meeting. 
South PFLAG meets the second Thursday each month at Faith
Presbyterian Church, 1314 East Oltorf St, Austin (Across from Travis
High School, by the intersection of I-35 and Oltorf), 7pm to 9pm.
Come at 6:45pm for the informal Meet and Greet time before the
meeting. 
Central Texas Transgender Society (CTTGS) luncheons are
usually held at 12:00 noon on the 4th Saturday of the month. Email
cttgstx@gmail.com for the location.
TENT – Transgender Education Network of Texas meet every 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 3pm. For more information, contact
rifka@transtexas.org.

MONTHLY MEETINGS / SAN ANTONIO
Stonewall Democrats SDSA meet every third Monday each
month, 6:30pm, at Luby’s Cafeteria, 911 N. Main in the Fiesta Room.
Everyone is invited. 
San Antonio Gender Association (SAGA) SAGA meets every first
and third Thursdays of the month. Meetings are held from 6pm -
8pm at the MCC Church located at 611 East Myrtle. SAGA offers a
welcoming meeting place for transgendered persons and their
friends and family who support them. 
PFLAG San Antonio PFLAG Meetings are held the first Thursday of
every month at 7pm at the University Presbyterian Church, 300
Bushnell. 
PFLAG Corpus Christi PFLAG meets every last Tuesday of the
month at St Paul’s on Staples and Lipes. 7pm. For more info contact
pflaggcc@gmail.com or call 361-227-4752.

CENTRAL TEXAS

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS Sponsored by: Newton’s News

Cocktail Chatter

Without Ice, Part 2

BY DJ CHRIS ALLEN

Howdy & Happy New Year
disco citizens! It’s time for your first
dose of Groovelines for 2013 –
your iFriendly source for what’s hot
and hip in the land of electronic
dance music and beyond.

Hot for digital download at
the iTunes music store is the lat-
est full-length album from Ke$ha
– Warrior. The lil diva’s 3rd new
album is definitely a charmer.
One that you can listen to over
and over without a prob. Been in
my car’s cd player since the day I
bought it. Across the board this
album is littered with catchy
hooks, hard electronic beats,
dirty synths, screaming electric
guitars and the energy and power
of youth. The subject matter is
simple – sex, drugs & rock’n roll.
Did I mention sex? Warrior is full
of raw sexual energy. Couple of
neat things on Warrior – a duet
with the legendary alt rocker Iggy
Pop Dirty Love and the clever and
beautiful homage to In The Air
Tonight from Phil Collins Love Into
The Light. Faves from the deluxe
edition of Warrior include Out
Alive, Last Goodbye, Die Young,
Crazy Kids and All That Matters
(The Beautiful Life). Learn more
online at www.keshasparty.com
and pick up your copy of Warrior
today at iTunes.

Also digging the good vibes
and positive vibrations from
Scream & Shout by will.i.am &

Britney Spears, Because from
Ferry Corsten, Sanctuary by
Gareth Emery & Lucy Saunders,
I Found You from The Wanted –
the Bob Sincar remix, Diamonds
by Rihanna – the Congorock
Remix and Build Up from Chris
Lake – the Tommie Trash Edit.
Great stuff. You’ll find that and
more online at iTunes. 

You can hear me play these
mentioned hits and more weekly -
and I will - on my 2 hour internet
radio show and free podcast –
Groovelines, airing every Thursday
at 3pm cst and again Saturday at
4pm cst exclusively at www.hyper-
sonicradio.com.

There’s a brand new show
the first Thursday of every month.
Download the show for free at

www.groovelines.podomatic.com.
Catch me spinning live at F Bar in
Houston every Sunday, Tuesday
and Thursday and at Halo, in
Bryan/College Station, every
Friday and Saturday. Friend me on
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/djchrisallenofficial.

Deep in the heart of Texas,
that is the Groovelines for now.
You know the golden rule boys
and girls - play it loud and disturb
the neighbors! The scene can
only grow and thrive if we partici-
pate in it folks. It exists because
we make it so. Be active, support
your local talent. Buy, don’t share.

Remember, life might not
always be the party you had
hoped for but while you’re here
you might as well dance.   H

BY ED SIKOV

When last we left our fearful columnist, he
was attempting to transliterate his wretched Harry
Beaton imitation into print. Harry, of course, is the
character from the musical Brigadoon who threat-
ens to leave the quaint, out-of-time village in Scot-
land and therefore bring ruin to all who inhabit it.
The subject, perhaps needless to say, was Scotch
– the whiskey, not the people of Scotland – and
its ability to be enjoyed without that critical elec-
tricity-dependent product known as ice. The scars
left by Hurricane Sandy include billions of dollars
in reconstruction costs and this writer’s inability
to get beyond cocktails best served neat. I was
traumatized, dammit! Cut me some slack!

Scotch served my husband, Dan, and me
well for the second and third nights of Sandy-in-
duced powerlessness. But by Evening Four, we’d
both grown a little tired of even my favorite single
malt, Talisker. I’d been careful to stock the bar in
the days before Sandy swept in, and in retrospect,
I think I’d been steered to the Scotch department
unconsciously by the name “Sandy”: “Now all of
ye come to Sandy here/ Come over to Sandy’s
booth!/ I’m sellin’ the sweetest candy here/ That
ever shook loose a tooth!” (Guess that musical!
I’m sorry. I can’t help it.) So we turned westward
to the Emerald Isle.

No, I don’t mean the National Rental Car
desk at our nearest airport. I mean Ireland, peo-
ple! Leprechauns! The Stone of Scone! Joyce,
Yeats, and Peter O’Toole! (As the great John Wa-
ters once observed: Peter O’Toole? That’s as bad
as Muffy O’Clit.)

Moving right along … Dan grunted unpleas-
antly when I suggested another Talisker at cocktail
hour on the fourth evening of our forced confine-
ment. We were down to eating unheated canned

soup and tuna salad without the celery or may-
onnaise. (OK, call it what it was: tuna straight from
the can.) Our meal was grim, but cocktail hour
was saved by the bottle of Jameson just waiting
for an occasion to be opened. How I love the Irish!

Scotch, Canadian and Irish whiskey are all
distilled from fermented grain mash; grains in-
clude barley, rye, wheat and corn, some of which
are malted. (Malting involves halting the germi-
nation process by drying the grain with hot air.)
Each nation’s whiskey has its own particular taste,
though, not only because the grain tastes different
depending on the soil and climate of the country,
but also because of differences in each liquor’s
aging as well as the type of grain itself. Typically
(though not necessarily), Scottish whiskey crafters
use peat smoke to dry the malt; characteristically
– though again not necessarily – Canadian
whiskey is brewed from corn. Irish whiskey, of
which Jameson is the exemplar, is generally dis-
tilled from unpeated malt and has a faintly sweet
aroma and taste. It’s not as sweet as bourbon,
but it’s distinctly sweeter than Scotch.

Jameson, like any good whiskey, can be en-
joyed on the rocks or neat. Dan and I had ours
neat by necessity, there being no ice. There being
no running water either, I might add, the two of
us had begun to – how shall I put it? – stink. Given
alcohol’s marvelous ability to kill germs, perhaps
we should have swabbed ourselves with Jame-
son, but that would have been reckless.

So we each gave ourselves a “French
whore’s bath,” meaning a quick wipe-down with
a washcloth dipped in the bathtub we’d filled with
water as a precaution before the storm hit. Later,
we got into a little – um, well – rank piggy action
under the influence of the whiskey. My, my, my!
Who said smelly old dogs couldn’t learn new
tricks?   H
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     BY ANDREW COLLINS

Few places in North America are more misun-
derstood by U.S. travelers - and to a certain extent
by travelers worldwide - than Mexico City, a dynamic
and unquestionably enormous metropolis that’s in-
credibly rich in history, abundant with culture, blessed
with chic restaurants and gay-friendly bars, and abuzz
with trendy hotels. 

This city with a staggering metro-regional popu-
lation of 21.6 million and a dizzying - to many new-
comers at least - elevation of about 7,500 feet is ex-
pensive by Mexico standards, especially when it
comes to international hotels, restaurants, and other
establishments that cater to business travelers. But
if you factor in the strength of the dollar against the
Mexico peso, and especially if you venture a bit off
the beaten path, you can enjoy a five-star vacation
here for a fraction of what you’d pay for a comparable
experience in many U.S. cities. 

Mexico City (visitmexico.com/en/mexico-city)
is relatively safe - violent crime rates here are about
what they are in U.S. cities like New Orleans and
Chicago. It happens, but if you take the same com-

mon-sense precautions you would in any big city, you’ll
likely feel as safe here as you would in the French
Quarter or Lincoln Park. Pollution is another longtime
knock on Mexico City, and it’s still an issue here, but
drastic measures over the past decade to ameliorate
air quality have resulted in significant improvements.
Most visitors who spend a few days or more here
come away surprised, if even perplexed, by the lousy
and unfair press Mexico City has received over the
years. Whatever the city’s risks and inconveniences,
they’re greatly outweighed by its bohemian sophisti-
cation, creative energy, and friendly demeanor.

Mexico City’s Key Neighborhoods
For such an expansive place, it’s relative easy

and very affordable to get around Mexico City. Cabs
are inexpensive, although traffic - especially from late
afternoon to early evening - can be frustratingly slow
in central neighborhoods, and the city’s efficient, safe,
and unbelievably cheap subway system, the Metro,
is the second most extensive in North America, with
12 lines. 

No visit here is complete without spending at
least a day downtown in the Centro Histórico and ad-

joining Alameda Park areas, where you’ll find a num-
ber of noteworthy attractions. Here at the city’s main
square, Zócalo, you’re a stone’s throw from the Na-
tional Palace, the cathedral, the fascinating Templo
Mayor Aztec excavations, the Museum of the City of
Mexico, and San Ildefonso College (now a museum
and cultural center with huge murals by Rivera,
Orozco, and others). The neighborhood is also home
to the beloved gay club, El Marrakech Salon, an ex-
tremely fun and friendly (no cover charge) space for
dancing and drinking. Also worth a look is the en-
dearingly dive-y, to the point that it’s somewhat trendy,
Cervecería Viena. 

Around nearby Alameda Park, you’ll find many
of the top arts attractions in the city, among them
the spectacular Palacio de Bellas Artes, with its glo-
rious art deco interior; the Muséo Mural Diego Rivera;
and the Muséo Nacional de Arte.

Fringing the north side of enormous and beau-
tiful Chapultepec Park, the upscale Polanco district
is a favorite area for high-end shopping and dining.
In the park itself, you’ll find such iconic attractions
as the Museum of Modern Art, National Museum of
Anthropology, Museum of Natural History, Chapulte-

pec Zoo, and Chapultepec Castle. There’s not much
of a gay scene in this part of the city, although the
Friday-night party Envy (envytheclub.com) and Satur-
day-night fete Guilt (at Anatole France 120) are two
of the hottest GLBT events in Mexico City and are
well worth checking out if you like dancing into the
wee hours. 

Hipster Approved
On the east side of Chapultepec Park, you’ll find

the artsy and increasingly trendy Condesa and Roma
neighborhoods, which have a sizable GLBT population
and enough cool and inviting bars, cafes, and restau-
rants to keep you busy for weeks. Condesa is well
past being “edgy” at this point - it’s a certifiably gen-
trified, hipster-approved neighborhood with leafy
parks, quite a few galleries, and an artsy, relaxed
pace compared to parts of the city more dominated
by skyscrapers and traffic-choked boulevards. There’s
a fun gay hangout, too, Tom’s Leather Bar (which ac-
tually draws a very mixed crowd). Think of Palermo
Viejo in Buenos Aires, Greenwich Village in New York
City, or Kreuzberg in Berlin - Condesa and Roma have
somewhat similar vibes.
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A short walk north, Zona Rosa contains the
lion’s share of Mexico City’s gay bars and businesses,
many of them along Calle Amberes and the blocks
just off of it, from about Paseo de la Reforma south
for a few blocks to Avenida Chapultepec. It’s reason-
ably safe to walk around here, but do keep your wits
about you and avoid wearing flashy jewelry or attire.
Top picks for partying include the drag cabaret El But-
ter, the adjoining bars Pussy (for women) and Gayta
(for guys), the come-as-you-are Nicho Bears & Bar,
the stand-and-model Papi Fun, and the large and quite
scene-y nightclub Lipstick - but there are many other
fun options. Also check out the Thursday-night party
Ken, at Chapultepec 420, on the border between
Zona Rosa and Roma.

Off The Beaten Path
Two charming and fascinating neighborhoods

that are a bit off the beaten path but right beside
each other are San Angel and Coyoacán - you can
reach the latter by Metro, or figure on about a $10
to $15 (20- to 30-minute) cab ride from Polanco or
downtown. San Angel is anchored by charming Plaza
de San Jacinto, with its famed Saturday art market

and many fashionable restaurants; it’s a short cab
ride from here to visit the former home and studio of
Diego Rivera, now a museum. 

In Coyoacán, take a tour of La Casa Azul, the
rambling and beautifully restored in which bisexual
artist Frida Kahlo resided - it’s now a fantastic mu-
seum. It’s a short walk from here to visit the eerily
well-preserved Leon Trotsky House, where the larger-
than-life Russian revolutionary lived in exile, until he
was assassinated - in this very house - in 1940. Walk
a few blocks south of Muséo Frido Kahlo into the
colonial center of Coyoacán, stopping by the Mercado
(a bustling market where you can nosh on delicious
and inexpensive tostadas topped with ceviche, octo-
pus, and shrimp), and continuing to the town square,
which is rife with charming bars, shops, and cafés.

Top Hotels in Mexico City
Polanco is the city’s top address for high-end

hotels, especially along Campos Eliséos, where you’re
steps from the greenery of Chapultepec Park and the
dozens of swanky restaurants and designer shops
in the neighborhood. Here you’ll find the celeb-fre-
quented W Mexico City (starwoodhotels.com), a strik-
ing 26-story tower with several trendy bars, a mod
steak-and-seafood house called Solea, and an allur-
ing spa and fitness center. Playfully contemporary
rooms have huge walk-in showers with jet showers,
and - provocatively - hammocks.. 

A few doors away, the gay-friendly brand Hyatt
has entered the Mexico City market, opening the Hy-
att Regency (mexicocity.regency.hyatt.com) in spring
2012 (it had been a Nikko hotel prior to this). Popular
with business travelers, the 756-room hotel rises
some 45 stories above Polanco, and the views of the
city - in all directions - are spectacular. Marble baths
with soft robes and well-designed work desks create
a sense of urban sanctuary in the rooms, and ameni-
ties include a huge and well-equipped fitness center
with a pool and tennis courts, plus several restau-
rants and bars. The service at the Hyatt is top-notch.
Another Polanco favorite with discerning, design-
minded travelers is Habita Hotel (hotelhabita.com),
a stylishly minimalist, 36-room boutique hotel with a
distinctive frosted-glass exterior. 

In Condesa, few addresses in town offer better
access to hip shopping and dining and a more con-
temporary, clubby vibe than Habita’s sister, the four-
story Hotel Condesa DF (www.condesadf.com), an
uber-mod lodging set in a 1920s Beaux Art building
that’s been given a highly imaginative and sophisti-
cated makeover. Some rooms face the street, others
a leafy courtyard. Standard rooms are a bit on the
cozy side, but the sleek furniture, plush linens, and
smartly designed bathrooms provide plenty of com-
fort. Scenesters flock here to dine on Japanese-Mex-
ico cuisine in El Patio restaurant, and sip colorful
cocktails and nibble on sushi on the fabulous rooftop
bar, which offers lovely views over the neighborhood’s
verdant canopy.

Arty, gay-owned, and affordable, Condesa Haus
(condesahaus.com) is a five-room inn that’s in the
heart of this lively neighborhood. Catering to a mixed
gay-straight crowd, the dapper inn is decorated with
a mix of traditional and contemporary furnishings and
prints, and all rooms have flat-screen TVs, Wi-Fi, and
high-end bath products. Another good value in Con-
desa is the quirky and historic Hotel La Casona (hotel-
lacasona.com.mx), a rambling 1923 architectural
landmark with 30 rooms done up in colorful antiques
as well as modern amenities like flat-screen TVs and
safe-deposit boxes. 

For close proximity to Zona Rosa gay nightlife,
the shiny and glamorous St. Regis Mexico City (star-
woodhotels.com) is a great choice, just a few blocks
west of the gay bars along Calle Amberes, in a strik-
ing skyscraper designed by Cesar Pelli. The 189
warmly furnished rooms and suites are posh and
spacious, starting at 538 square feet. Even closer
are the Sheraton Maria Isabel Hotel and Towers (star-
woodhotels.com), a solid upscale favorite of business
travelers with some terrific weekend deals; and the
Room Mate Valentina (valentina.room-
matehotels.com), a Mexico City outpost of the trendy
and gay-popular Spanish brand with cool, compact
rooms; reasonable rates; and a hip design. It’s right
on Calle Amberes, steps from gay clubs, and a sub-
stantial breakfast is included in the rates.

Andrew Collins is the editor in chief of the GLBT travel magazines OutAloha and OutCity,

and he covers gay travel for the website GayTravel.About.com. He can be reached care of

this publication or at OutofTown@qsyndicate.com.
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BY CH
RIS AZ

ZOPAR
DI

10. Cat 
Power, S

un

Clocking in at just under 11 minutes,

“Nothin’ But Time” starts simple enough,

with just piano and fuzzy static – then there’s

some man chants, and Iggy Pop. On paper it’s

a hot mess, but the heartfelt coming-of-age

mantra – during which all things seem infinite

and possible – beautifully builds into a euphoric

mind-release that breezes on by. For the musical

oxymoron “Ruin,” Chan Marshall’s a world traveler

singing over a bouncy drum beat, chiding fussy

Americans. The hallucinatory

“Manhattan”

drops you in the bustle of a big city, where you’re

just a speck of broken dreams and memories. On

“3, 6, 9” she’s so drunk that her looseness trans-

lates to the song’s rhythmic punch. And to your

ears. Forever and ever.

9. Frank
 Ocean, 

Channel
 ORANG

E

Can men who love men make it in the sup-

posed anti-gay realm of hip-hop? Frank Ocean an-

swered that question when he came out via Tumblr

and topped the charts with his solo debut, rightfully

earning him kudos, a rabid fan base and Grammy

nominations. And it’s not just hype. Channel OR-

ANGE renders his poeticism – about sex, drugs,

love and longing – into progressive hip-art beats.

The music, though, is only the half of it: Fra
nk’s

voice rolls over your sound holes like the “butter-

cream silk shirt” he sings about on “Lost,” an acid

trip that will have you trying to find your way out.

This is the gem, though, that’ll go down in the

books: “Bad Religion,” so painfully pointed it hurts.

8. Ke$h
a, Warr

ior

Well, this wasn’t supposed to happen. Ke$ha

was destined to fall off the pop pantheon, but

somehow she hoisted her drunk ass up and came

back a Warrior. Her follow-up to the one-note Ani-

mal, first of all, makes her likable: There’s not just

debauchery; there’s actual love, feelings and all

that stuff that real singers sing about. Stripped of

gimmicky studio tricks, the album takes an organic

approach that pays off on “Only Wanna Dance With

You” and “Love into the Light,” a Ke$ha song dis-

guising itself as an ’80s hit. There’s still talk of ex-

cessive drinking, but it’s nice to know that Ke$ha’s

only working organ isn’t a booze-beaten liver.

There’s a beating heart in there, too.

7. Kathl
een Edw

ards, Vo
yageur

The feelings on alt-rocker Kathleen Edwards’

open-diary disc are so raw and exposed that every

listen sounds like her heart’s bleeding out.

Recorded after the initial breakdown and the even-

tual breakup of her marriage, Voyageur is the bad,

the worse and the ugly. It’s the seemingly happy

wedding (exposed on “Pink Champagne”), the dev-

astating fallout (“House Full of Empty Rooms” cuts

deep) and the healing process (aka finding a re-

placement, who just so happens to be new

beau/Voyageur producer Bon Iver) – reflections

written with more emotional honesty than an Adele

song. I mean, who knocks their own wedding day?

That alone makes this the breakup album of the

year.

6. Taylor
 Swift, R

ed

Taylor Swift ain’t fooling anyone by throwing

in the tiniest bits of banjo and mandolin; she’s

about as “country” as Honey Boo Boo is classy.

Red further removes her from the singing-about-

Tim-McGraw-in-a-pickup-truck teen years and trans-

forms the 23-year-old into a pop star who means

business: “We Are Never Ever Getting Back To-

gether” is so bubblegum that she makes Britney

sound like Doublemint. Her fourth album – about

boys; what else? – is a surprising sound evolution

for T-Swift, who gets in touch with her inner U2 and

disco-dance diva. Even her love stories – the best

being “All Too Well,” where even fridge light sounds

romantic – aren’t all Romeo-save-me, but compli-

cated observations that don’t end so happily ever

after.

5. Regin
a Spekto

r, What W
e Saw fr

om the 
Cheap S

eats

A song about a serial killer? A painting?

There’s nothing too out-there for Regina Spektor.

After diluting her oddball pecul iarities on Far, she

returned with an awesomely schizophrenic palette:

a twisted museum observation that’s as beautiful

as it is bizarre (“All the Rowboats”), a celebration

of the dearly departed and everything else ever

(“The Party”) and the adorkable “Don’t Leave Me

(Ne Me Quitte Pas) ” – a song so infectiously

happy it could be the all-natural answer to antide-

pressants. It was the piano-piloted to-be-a-kid-again

lament “Firewood,” though, that wrapped me in a

blanket and made me happy and sad and all those

other emotions you feel when you’re told “there’s

still no cure for crying.”

4. Bruce
 Springs

teen, W
reckin

g Ball

No album this year reflected the plight of

Americans – a war, a recession, social injustice –

better than Bruce Springsteen’s Wrecking Ball.

“We Take Care of Our Own” blasts the self-right-

eous and asks, “Where’s the promise, from sea

to shining sea?” The title track, a rip-roaring an-

them, goes even further: His anger turns into rage

as he dares anyone to mess with him. It’s a tri-

umph – and this political zeitgeist is filled with

them: the glorious gospel-touched “Rocky Ground”

and “Land of Hope and Dreams” both illustrate

hard times and The Boss’ great ear for melody.

When he rounds out the set with “We Are Alive,”

it’s like he’s handing you another chance to dance

under the stars.

3. Santi
gold, Ma

ster of
 My Ma

ke-Beli
eve

The songs on Santigold’s defiant diatribe of

hard times and hoes – the one where she poses

as a drag king on the cover – wormed into my head

like a stupid pop hook, but without any of the nag-

ging guilt. “Disparate Youth” is a skittish dance

jam about beating the odds – but really, it ju
st

makes me want to stand tall on a mountain top

and sing it out – and the island-ish “This Isn’t Our

Parade” seems like a nod to the gay movement.

Themes of unity, self-love and liberation from the

world gone awry especially beget the inescapable

“The Riot’s Gone,” but all of Master of My Make-

Believe is Santigold’s emancipation proclamation.

2. Lana 
Del Rey,

 Born t
o Die

YouTube-spawned puffy-lipped Lana Del Rey

made a splash with “Video Games” in late 2011

– both the hauntingly hypnotic song and the Mac-

book-made clip accompanying it – and imme-

diately became one of the most

hated, compelling

and confusing pop-culture geneses of the

year. Her major label debut – a sonically pretty pop-

trash masterpiece that, with cohesiveness among

its 12 songs, made you feel dangerous and sexy,

lonely and sad – deserved a longer ride at the top

of the charts. And the seductive songs should

have taken it there, from could-be-single “Dark Par-

adise” to her beautiful tragedy “Summertime Sad-

ness.”

1. Rufus
 Wainwr

ight, Ou
t of the

 Game

Rufus Wainwright’s power-croon can sing any-

thing – and it has, from baroque to acoustic and

Judy Garland. And when he disappoints, how can

you fault him? His uncharacteristically snoozy last

album, All Days are Nights: Songs for Lulu, grieved

the death of his mother. The troubadour made Out

of the Game, then, as a throwback to the days

when he wouldn’t let an ounce of flamboyancy and

grandeur slip through his fingers. With producer

Mark Ronson, the two let most of these classic-

sounding ol’-timers soar and pomp, even tapping

some lady gospel voices for max gayness. The re-

sult? Moments of melodic bliss so rich and moving

that Out of the Game put Rufus back in it.   H

Chris Azz
opardi is

 the edit
or of Q Syndica

te, the in
terna-

tional LG
BT wire servi

ce. Reach him
 via his 

website a
t

www.chris-a
zzopardi

.com.

HEAR ME OUT

Best

Music
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BY DADDY BOB

Thanks for taking
the time to read my
column this past year.
This is fun normally
but I really had a hard
time sitting down and
putting my fingers to
keyboard before the
deadline. No reason
other than I just could
not get the brain–

juices to flow. Like they
say, MEN only have
enough blood to run
one head at a time and
for the last few days it
seems like my blood is

in the wrong head. That’s a point I am still
debating in my mind.

I am still trying to wrap my brain
around the fact that I will be 65 this year.
Over the years I have had 3 midlife crises.
I thought we were only allowed one in a
lifetime, and this one is a little late com-
ing. Actually I am coping pretty well. My
advice is to postpone this as long as you
can! I have lost two very close friends this
past year so I should not complain about
reaching a milestone – right.

And speaking of milestones it is re-
ally nice to see how the Montrose Star
has grown from a thin, one section gay
rag to a multi-page, two-section, legitimate
newspaper. As an advertiser and a con-
tributing writer, I am proud of Laura and

her staff for all their work and support.
THANK YOU.

This holiday I spent with my family.
Damn, they love me unconditionally. I
hope you all have half the support mine
gives me. I was lucky to have two cousins
come back into my life. They have been
there the whole time we just never
seemed to connect. They are a 20 year-

old male and 24 year-old female and I
was always the distant relative. I was able
to spend several hours driving together
and she and I opened up to each other.
COMMUNICATION is my other word of wis-
dom. They go to BLUR and South Beach,
and here I am mere blocks from them.
Guess I will break down and join them at
F Bar soon.

And speaking of bars, the Ripcord is
about to have another anniversary. Can
you believe 30+ years? Wow, not many
gay or straight establishments can make
a claim like that. I am really proud to be
a part of their history. I may have moved
out of the physical building but I am very
much a part of the community that sup-
ports the bar and the staff. THANK YOU,

Ron, Chuck and all the men that make
coming in and having a drink pleasurable.

I mentioned LUEY last column, but
do make a mental note to remember to
come join in the celebration February 13-
17. Black Hawk Leather, Sons of Disci-
pline and SM Hurtz will be hosting Ash
Wednesday, a cigar social, on February 13
on the patio of the Ripcord at 715
Fairview 10p-? It’s time to be seen and
meet new men or some old ones that can
become new friends. You don’t have to
smoke or even stand near a smoker – just
come out and have a great time.

I suppose I should have done New
Years resolutions in this appropriate col-
umn but we all know what we need to do
in our own minds. A second party sitting
at a computer won’t make a difference on
self-motivation. Just take the time and
self-evaluate; look at what’s important to
you and work on them to make you a bet-
ter person. We start with a set of guide-
lines and everyone’s is different thank
goodness. We work from there to be the
best person we can be and make that
person even better. Now work on your list.

They gave me more room in the pa-
per but I can only get these few words to
the paper. Maybe next time I will find more
to say. God knows I can talk a lot and
have an opinion on a lot of everything and
nothing.

Come into Black Hawk Leather
sometime soon and say Hi. Until then, as
usual, keep the emails coming to
Bob@BlackHawkLeather.com. H
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Le
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he
r Corner Happy New Year!
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ACROSS

1 With 54-Across,
movie of 38-Across

6 With 9-Across, costar in
this puzzle’s movie

9 See 6-Across
14 “Scary Movie” Cheri
15 “Double Fantasy” artist
16 Fred’s first partner
17 Empathetic phrase
18 “___ De-Lovely”
19 Triangle sign
20 Costar in this puzzle’s movie
23 Pal around
25 Mary Cassatt, for one
28 Zoo barrier
29 Hotel quote
33 Burn the surface of
34 Sticker datum, for short
35 Sonny and Cher, to Chaz
37 “Crying” singer Orbison
38 Gay icon of the ‘50s
40 Samantha of “The Collector”
43 It comes after kick or kiss
44 Dances in a grass skirt
48 Bones that are the farthest up
50 Muslim palace areas
51 Giant killed by David
53 Tennis great Navratilova

54 See 1-Across
56 Like autoeroticism
57 Loaded
58 Trojan Horse, e.g.
60 Glenn Burke, formerly
61 Metaphysical poet John
62 Buffalo’s lake
63 Lines from Lesbos
64 Golf great Sam
65 Stud poker demand

DOWN
1 Colette’s king
2 Truncation abbreviation
3 Chair style named for Baseballer
Billy?
4 Like a _Man of la Mancha_
knight
5 Try to deceive
6 Erosion loss
7 Start to climax
8 Blow, as a game
9 George Moscone, for one
10 Real jerk-offs
11 More like Albert in _The Bird-
cage_
12 Cockney’s place of torment?
13 Brit. word ref

21 Genesis patriarch
22 Piss away
23 “Let’s see ... “
24 Comic caveman Alley ___
26 Saint, in Rio
27 Take a shot at
30 Perimeter contents
31 Gay wedding guide author Ay-
ers
32 Targets of men who make
passes
35 Persona non grata
36 1943 Bogart film
38 Cleaning agents
39 Like gay teens with supportive
moms and dads
40 Heart exam
41 What Dorian Gray didn’t do
42 Ancient Roman province
45 Suit type
46 Result of a lick on the head,
perhaps
47 FICA funds it
49 Likely to butt heads
50 Did a circumcision roughly?
52 Iroquoian language
53 Unexpected help
55 Dancer Tommy
56 Cone starter
59 Sushi selection

Crossword Queeries Giant Star
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HOUSTON
MONTROSE/MIDTOWN
611 Hyde Park Pub
611 Hyde Park Blvd, Houston
(713) 526-7070
Neighborhood | Pub | Cruise | Patio
Bayou City Bar & Grill
2409 Grant St, Houston
(713) 522-2867 • bayoucitybar.com
Dance | Food | Patio | Mixed
Brazos River Bottom
2400 Brazos St, Houston
(713) 528-9192 • brbhouston.com
Country | Cowboys | Pool | Darts | Mixed
Crocker Bar
2312 Crocker St, Houston
(713) 529-3355 Large Deck | Karaoke
Eagle Houston
213 Milam, Houston
(713) 598-4849 • eaglehouston.com
Leather-Levi | Uniform
EJ's Houston
2517 Ralph St, Houston
(713) 527-9071
Dance | Patio | Pool | Shows | Mixed
F Bar
202 Tuam St, Houston
(713) 522-3227 • fbarhouston.com
Dance/Club | Patio | Shows | Mixed
George's Country Sports Bar
617 Fairview Ave, Houston
(713) 528-8102
GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com
Sports Bar | Pool & Darts | Patio 
Guava Lamp
570 Waugh Dr, Houston
(713) 524-3359  guavalamphouston.com
Video Lounge | Karaoke | Mixed
JR's Bar and Grill & Santa Fe
808 Pacific Ave, Houston
(713) 521-2519 • jrsbarandgrill.com
Videos | Patio | Karaoke | Shows
Meteor
2306 Genesee St, Houston
(713) 521-0123 • meteorhouston.com
Lounge | Dancers | Club
Michael's Outpost Piano Bar
1419 Richmond Ave, Houston
(713) 520-8446
Neighborhood Bar | Pub | Piano
Montrose Mining Company
805 Pacific Ave, Houston
(713) 529-7488 Cruise | Levi 
Rich's Houston
2401 San Jacinto St, Houston
(713) 759-9606 • richsnightlife.com
Club Dance | DJs | Shows | Mixed
South Beach
810 Pacific Ave, Houston
(713) 521-0107 • sobehouston.com
Dance Club | Dancers | Trance/House
TC's Show Bar
817 Fairview Ave, Houston
(713) 526-2625 • tcshowbar.com
Shows | Neighborhood Bar | CD/Trans

The Ripcord
715 Fairview Ave, Houston
(713) 521-2792 • theripcord.com
Leather | Uniform | Fetish | Men 

DOWNTOWN / WARDS 1-4
Tony's Corner Pocket
817 West Dallas Street, Houston
(713) 571-7870 • tonycornerpocket.com
Neighborhood Bar | Pool | Dancers

HOUSTON – NORTH SIDE
Ranch Hill Saloon
24704 Interstate 45, Spring
(281) 298-9035 • ranchhill.com 
Country | Cowgirl | Neighborhood Bar
The Room Bar
4915 FM 2920 Rd, Spring
(281) 907-6866 • theroombar.net
Neighborhood Bar | Shows | Dance | Mixe
Whispers
226 1st Street East, Humble
(281) 359-2900 whispersbarhumble.com
Neighborhood Bar | Shows | Mixed
Houston – SW/NW Side
Viviana's Night Club
4624 Dacoma St, Houston
(713) 681-4101 • vivianasniteclub.com
Latino | Tejano | Dance
Crystal Night Club
6684 Southwest Freeway, Houston
(713) 278- 2582 • crystaltheclub.com
Latin Dance | Salsa

HEIGHTS -  WASHINGTON CORR
13 – The Heights Bar
1537 N. Shepherd Dr, Houston
(713) 426-1313. Neighborhood Bar | Patio | Mixed
The Usual
5519 Allen St, Houston
(281) 501-1478 • theusualhouston.com
Neighborhood Bar | Pub | Lesbian

GALVESTON
3rd Coast Downtown
2416 Post Office St, Galveston
(409) 765-6911 • 3rdcoastdowntown.com
Neighborhood Bar | Pub | Shows
Pink Dolphin
1706 23rd St, Galveston
(409) 621-1808  
pinkdolphingalveston.com
Neighborhood Bar | Pub | BYOB 
Robert's Lafitte
2501 Ave Q, Galveston
(409) 765-9092 galveston.com/robertslafitte
Neighborhood Bar | Pub | Cruise | Shows

Stars Beach Club
3102 Seawall Blvd, Galveston
(409) 497-4113 
starsbeachclub.com
Dance Club | Pool | Shows | Mixed

AUSTIN
'Bout Time
9601 N. I-35, Austin
(512) 832-5339 • bouttimeaustin.com
Neighborhood Bar | Pub
Chain Drive
504 Willow st, Austin 
chain-drive.com
Leather | Bear | Neighborhood Bar
Lipstick24
606 E. 7th St, Austin
(512) 474-2950 • lipstick24austin.com
Women | Pub | Neighborhood Bar
Oilcan Harry's
211 W. Fourth St, Austin
(512) 320-8823 • oilcanharrys.com
Dance | Pub | 20/30-Somethings
Rain on 4th
217 W. Fourth St, Austin
(512) 494-1150 • rainon4th.com
Dance | House | 20Something
Rusty's
405 E. 7th St, Austin
(512) 482-9002 • rustyaustin.com
Country | Pub | Neighborhood Bar
The Iron Bear
121 W. Eighth St, Austin • theironbear.com
Bear | Pub | Scruff

BEAUMONT
The Copa
304 Orleans St, Beaumont
(409) 832-4206
Dance/Club | Lounge | Mixed
Orleans Street Pub and Patio
650 Orleans St, Beaumont
(409) 835-4243 • orleanspub.com
neighborhood Bar | Pub | Mixed

CORPUS CHRISTI
The Hidden Door
802  S Staples St, Corpus
361-882-5002
Neighborhood Bar | Pub | Piano
Seven
512 S Staples St.,Corpus
Neighborhood Bar | Pub
Triangle Nite Club
609 McBride Lane, Corpus
361-289-1442 Neighborhood Bar | Nite Club

SAN ANTONIO
The Vault Night Club
424 Schatzell, Corpus
Neighborhood Bar | Nite Club
San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO
 2015 Place
2015 San Pedro Ave, San Antonio
(210) 733-3365
Neighborhood Bar | Lounge | Karaoke
Annex
330 San Pedro Ave, San Antonio
(210) 223-6957 • theannex-satx.xom
Neighborhood Bar | Cruise | Leather
Bonham Exchange
411 Bonham St, San Antonio
(210) 271-3811 • bonhamexchange.net
Dance | House
Brenda's 81 Bar
7811 New Old Laredo Hwy, San Antonio
(210) 927-2337 GLBT Friendly | Pub
Electric Company
820 San Pedro Ave, San Antonio
(210) 212-6635
Dance | Latin | Lounge
Essence
1010 N. Main Ave, San Antonio
(210)223-5418
Neighborhood Bar | Pub
Heat
1500 N. Main Ave, San Antonio
(210) 227-2600 • heatsa.com
Dance | Lounge | House 
One-O-Six
106 Pershing Ave, San Antonio
(210) 820-0906
Neighborhood Bar | Pub
Pegasus
1402 N. Main Ave, San Antonio
(210) 299-4222
Neighborhood Bar | Karaoke
The Saint
800 Lexington, San Antonio
(210) 225-7330
Neighborhood Bar | Show Bar | Drag
Silver Dollar Saloon
1812 N. Main Ave, San Antonio
(210) 227-2623
Dance Club | Drag | Country
Sparky's Pub
1416 N. Main Ave, San Antonio
(210) 320-5111
Neighborhood Bar | Pub
Wax Club (Alternative)
2211 San Pedro Ave, San Antonio
(210) 737-9191 • alternativetx.tripod.com
Neighborhood Bar | Lesbian

BRYAN / COLLEGE STATION
Halo Bar
121 North Main St, Bryan
(979) 823-6174
Dance Club | College Scene

GUIDE TO THE CLUBS
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