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From the Integrity/Austin Newsletter, March '90 (written by Jennie Johnson)

141st. Diocesan Council
Feb. 16-18, '90
Waco, Texas

• While 1990 marks the fifth consecutive year in which Bishop Benitez has denied Integrity a booth.
in the exhibit hall at the Diocesan Council, there nevertheless were dues-paid members of Integrity
not only as visitors and pamphleteers, but as clergy and lay delegates on the voting floor. WE ARE
INDEED EVERYWHERE!

The 141st council opened Friday evening with a Eucharist held at First Baptist Church, Waco. The
sermon, given by Bishop Wm. Frey, set both the tone and theme for the next few days. Bp. Frey
focused his sermon on the theme ofEvangelism. The next morning, the first item as always was the
Bishop's address. Bp. Benitez mentioned Bp. Spong only to say that he would not let the affairs going
on in Newark set the agenda of this council and them launched into his own call to evangelism.
Results ofthe elections to the Standing Committee and Executive Board and delegates to Provincial
Synod and General Convention are as follows: General Convention: Revs. Rayford High, Ben Skyles,
Claude Payne and Rev. Canon Randolf Cooper;Laydelegates: GeorgeMcflonigle, Philip Masquelette,
Sheldon Crocker, and Barbara Neff. We ended with the appointments for the next year and the Rev.
Dena Harris is chair of Nominations for next year. The 142nd Diocesan Council will be hosted by
St. Matthew's, Austin at the Stouffer Hotel.

(From the Houston Desk)

Members ofIntegrity/Houston furnished a Hospitality Suite at the Sheraton Hotel where books and
materials brought by Integrity/Austin were offered for sale. Eucharist was held in the Suite
Saturday evening before the Fiesta Dinner.



MINT JULEPS,
WISTERIA, AND

LOUIE

SOUTHERN REGIONAL CONVENTION

All Saint's Episcopal Church
634 W. Peachtree Street

Atlanta, Georgia

May 25, 26, 27, 1990

.Workshops Include:

Fundraising, Chapter Planning,
Newsletters and How to work in
your Diocese

Banquet Speaker:

Dr. Louie Crew, Founder of
Integrity

Weencourage all whocan to attend
this year. The programs will be
great and Atlanta is fun!

A SEDER EVENING

Whyis this night different from all other nights?

Spring brings many good things; one of them is
Pesach . Passover. This holiday commemorates
the experiences and ordeals of slavery in Egypt
and has been observed for over 3,000 years,
making it one of the oldest festivals known. It
received its name from the fact that the angel of
death had "passed over" the houses of the
Children of Israel whose lintels and door posts
were marked with the blood ofthe Paschal lamb.

Primary among the celebrations of Passover is
the Seder, the ritual meal eaten on the eve ofthe
first night of Passover and often actually on the
first night as well. The word Seder means
"order." This, according to Rabbi Judah Lowe of
Prague, is to teach us of everything that has
happened to the Jewish people from the time it
became a people to this very day. This serves as
a strong reminder ofthe Temple, with its Paschal
sacrifices and the Exodus from Egyptian slavery.

The meal itself begins with a ritual plate of six
special foods. Zeroa is a leg bone from a sheep or
chicken, which is roasted. Beitza is a roasted
egg, a reminder ofa special sacrifice in the times
ofthe Temple. Maror is a vegetable with a bitter
taste, usually horseradish, reminding us of the
bitter lives of the Jews under the Egyptians.
Haroset is a mixture of nuts, apples, spices,
raisins and wine, a reminder of the cement used
by the Jews to build in Egypt. Karpas is a
vegetable, often celery. Hazaret is the same as
Maror, but grated. Three matzot are also eaten,
to remember the speedily prepared unleavened
bread.

The Seder meal is eaten while the group asks
and answers the questions of the Haggadah.
Blessings, stories, reading from the Torah and
from the Song ofSongs are also vital parts ofthe
evening.



Join us on Monday, April 9th for this celebration.
Come with curiosity for some really good food
and an interesting evening.

Dale McNeil, Worship Chair

ACTIVE MEMBER?

Are you an active member
The kind that would be missed

Or are you just contented
That your name is on our list?

There is quite a program schedule
That means succcess if done;
And it can be accomplished
With the help of everyone.

So attend the meetings regularly
And help with hand and heart

Don't be "just a member"
But take an active part.

Think this over, member,
Are we right or are we wrong?
Are you an active member - - -

Or do you just belong?

Vicki Harris

THE WILLIAMS
ISSUES BECOME
MORE COMPLEX

(taken from "The Voice," the newsletter of the
Diocese of Newark, March 1990, written by
Leslie Smith)

In their best-selling book In Search of Excellence ,
business school professors and authors Thomas
Peters and Robert Waterman demonstrate that
risk-taking is a universal trait of successful
corporations. Employees who ven ture into new,
unproven territory to develop products are
encouraged and rewarded, for in such
enterprising activity lie top profits ofthe future.
This Diocese and its Bishop, the Rt. Rev. John S.
Spong, and his predecessors, have long been
know for encouraging risk-takers in the
challenging business of proclaiming the gospel
by word and deed in a difficult, diverse, well
endowed yet needy region. This Diocese and its
Bishop accepted a high risk on December 16,
1989, in ordaining a well-known, activist,
outspoken gay man, Robert Williams, to the
priesthood.

Why did the Diocese take this step? Bishop
Spong has explained, "It was a pattern of life
that could be called holy for gay and lesbian
people, using the language of the 1988 General
Convention that speaks of 'our search for a
stable, loving and committed relationship and
ourjourney toward wholeness and holiness' (1988
General Convention Journal, page 297) ... The
Christ I serve embraced the outcast and invited
all to come to him. Our baptism vows call us to
seek Christ in all persons and to respect the
dignity of every human being. Our Standing
Committee, our Commission on Ministry and
many other persons tried to do that with Robert."
The Diocese had, earlier in 1989, established
The Oasis, a ministry of the Episcoal Church to
and with homosexuals. Robert Williams was the
founding director.



That there would be severe criticism was
understood. The Diocesesaid that the ordination
would be "unusual and probably unique."
Ordinations of non-celebate gay men were not
unknown, but were uncommonevents, and none
had occurred through such an open process in
such a news center as metropolitan New York.

Why was there such worldwide attention to a
local ordination? Although a decision had been
made bythe participants, including the ordinand
and the Bishop, not to publicize the service nor
to hold a press conference, an ordination is a
public event, and news ofits nature and schedule
spread rapidly. In response to numerous
inquiries, the Diocesedistributed an information
release five days beforehand that noted, "For
four years Mr. Williams has been part of an
exhaustive process of testing, evaluation and
affirmation that has resulted in his qualification
and approval for priesthood."

The ordination occurred as scheduled, news
coverage was extensive, the reaction was
immediate and widespread. Many applauded
the Bishop and Diocese for upholding an
inclusive gospel. Many condemned the
ordination and its central figures.

What was behind the negative criticism? Bishop
Spong has said often that he is proud to be part
of a church that allows open debate on
controversial issues. He has also observed that
when challenging long held prejudices that are
enforced by fear or lack of understanding,
negative reactions are to be
expected.

Just 42 days after becoming a priest, following a
surprising series of public statements and
responses, Mr. Williams was asked to resign his
post at Oasis. At a forum in Detroit, at an
Episcopal church, he had publicly denied the
church's teaching on monogamy as a norm for
marriage, belittled the Christian vocation to
celibacy, and crassly insulted the lifestyle of
Mother Teresa. He apologized for the latter
remark, but insisted on the appropriateness of

his views on monogamy and celibacy.

How did the Diocese react? By his remarks, Mr.
Williams forced officials of the Diocese to
reexamine their understanding of the grounds
upon which his ordination was approved. On
January 27, the Oasis board asked for his
resignation. The Diocese was setting its own
house in array.

Bishop Spong, concerned for the integrity of the
ordination process, asked the Commission on
Ministry and the Standing Committee, both of
whom must pass onthe application ofcandidates,
to investigate their procedures and to determine
whether any misrepresetntation may have
occurred in the Williams process. Both
committees meet monthly, and both are dealing
with the Bishop's request.

What has resulted fromthe groups' deliberations?
The Commission on Ministry has said that that
body feels that its screening process was
thorough, that it made an honest assessment of
Mr. Williams' fitness for ministry based on
considerable significant data, but that Mr.
Williams did not share with them certain ~
attitudes that he has since made public. The
Standing Committee has commented that that
group feels it conducted its process appropriately.
Based on Mr. Williams' own testimony, they
knew him to be a wholesome example of a gay
man whobelieved in and lived in a monogamous,
committed relationship, but noted that Mr.
Williams, in public statements, subsequently,
expressed altered opinions about monogamy.
The Standing Committee applauded the board
ofOasis for its prompt action in requesting their
director's resignation.

What is the national church leadership's opinion
on this matter? On Feb. 20, the Presiding
Bishop, the Rt. Rev Edmond Browning, and his
nine-bishop council of advice issued a public
statement saying, "The position ofthe church on
the ordination of practicing gay and lesbian
persons" is set forth in the 1979"not appropriate"



resolutions. They identified their central
concerns as the "accountability of bishops" and
"orderly process in church life." They
disassociated themselves from the actions ofthe
Newark Sanding Committee and Bishop.

BishopSpong was disappointed but not surprised
by the Feb. 20 statement. He was pleased,
however, that Bishop Browning's comments
tacitly acknowledged that no canons were
violated in the ordination process ofthis Diocese.

What is ahead for Mr. Williams? The Bishop has
voiced concern for him, noting that the priest
has been in considerable distress in the weeks
following his ordination, having been removed
fromhis post and subjected to intense negativity.
The Bishop expressed his hope that Mr. Williams
would avail himself of appropriate pastoral
support. Observing thatitis the officialposition
of the Episcopal Church to care for its people
during times of crisis, he said that the Diocese
stands ready to provide whatever pastoral

-assistance may be needed.

ONCE MORE WITH
FEELING!

Hello, fine, thanks and how are you? You're
going to do a what? Oh, ... a three-stop! Would
you mind explaining this one? I feel I may be
missing something here.

Well, we're going to have another one of our
progressive brunches on Sunday, May 6th. Our
last one was such a great success and I had a lot
of requests to do it again, so I felt we should go
for it! So far the first two stops
are set - soon I'll have added the final touch.

We will start at my house, 5734 Greencraig at
1:00 p.m. This will feature libations, etc. No,

don't pack a lunch for the trip out here - you'll
understand why later. We will allow plenty of
time to fill everyone in on what's happened since
our last gathering.

From there we will proceed on down the road to
Rob's, 4025 Woodcraft. Yes, he has moved one
more time. He claims this will be the last time
for a long while. I sure hope so. Ifhe doesn't I'll
have to buy a new address book! I've run out of
space changing all his moves! Here we will have
the main course. This is why I said not to pack
a lunch. Come hungry, real hungry! You all
know how much Rob loves to cook!

From these we will press on. to our final
destination of the day - Stop Three - for Coffee
and dessert.

Come, join us May 6th for lots offun, fellowship
and food. Call me at 729-8435 by May 3rd to
RSVP.

See you there! Jerome.

Peter Jenning's
Images of the 80's

As I watched the end of the year/end of the
decade news wrap-ups last December, I saw a
wonderful image: At the close of a well-written
and appropriately compassionate segment on
the AIDS epidemic and discrimination against
gays and lesbians, came the shot of an American
flag. But this was no ordinary stars and stripes.
In place of the field of blue were four symbols-
that of a woman linked to another like it, and
that of a man likewise engaged. The flag flew
gently and proudly in the air with the lightofthe
sun streaming through it.

What a delightful image, I thought, to bring in
the new decade, which somehave taken to calling
the "Gay Nineties." WFM

(from the Parsonage Newsletter)



The Cornered Convenor

Greetings:

Beware of a Convenor carrying a large soap box.
If you were at our last meeting or have run into
'ne recently, you know what has gotten me so
upset. Recently the newest issue of "News &
Notes" arrived with an interesting pull-out
entitled "The By-lawsofIntegrity, Incorporated."
Being a dedicated Convenor, I decided to go
beyond the cover letter and see exactly what
these proposed "revisions 1990" said. Even with
the road map which is provided at the start -
additions and [deletions] - this was no easy task.
I kept forgetting if! was to delete the, [and add
the .] or add [the, and delete] the,

MARGINAL NOTES is the bimonthly
newsletter of the Houston Chapter of
Integrity, Inc., an organization of gay
and lesbian Episcopalians and their
friends.

Rob Rynearson, interim editor,
963-9394

Maryann O'Brien, typist

Integrity/Houston board:

Rob Rynearson
Dwight Anthony

Jay Voss
Nancy

P. O. Box 66008, Houston, TX 77266-
6008

Although there were several major changes that
I felt could use a bit more work, the issue ofJoint
Chapters and regional dues, there was one which
caused me major concern. That was increasing
the minimum chapter size from five to ten. On
the surface this doesn't sound like such a big
deal, particularly to larger chapters who can
pick up five or more members with little difficulty.
The major obstacle will to be to Chapters-in -
formation. As we know, most of these are
started by one indivudual who sets out over a
period of one year to meet all the requirements
to becoming certified as a chapter. To find four
others who would work toward this goal seems
highly probable, whereas finding nine others
builds what may be an insurmountable obstacle
that would thwart this endeavor. My fear is this
change will decrease our growth through new
chapters, three of which (all in the Southern
Region) were certified this past year and six
more are in-formation at the present time. The
argument by the board that it is difficult to run
a chapter with so few doesn't take into account
the fact that this is about the maximum number
doing so in most small to medium sized chapters
anyway.

-,
So what's my point? I suggest that before we
check the box (a concept I thought went out with
the end ofmilitary conscription) on the upcoming
National Ballot and thereby change our by-laws,
we call for more discussion on this at our meeting
in St. Louis. I strongly urge all members of
Integrity, here in Houston and in all other
chapters to help Integrity keep growing:

VOTE NO ON THE BY·LAWS!

But enough of this: on to my usual chatter. April
is Election month here and I would like to urge
all who would like to run for office to do so. If you
would like to serve the chapter but don't want to
be an officer, give your services by letting the
Convenor know that you would be happy to be
the chair ofone ofour committees: social, worship,
newsletter, or the AIDS Care Team.

I would like to urge all who can to attend one or



WHAT'S HAPPENING
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April

_______ P.O. Box 66008, Houston, Texas 7i266-6008

1 Church hop to St. Stephens, 1805 W. Alabama, 11:00 a.m. Brunch at Fu's Garden,
2539 University Blvd., 1:00 pm.

6 Friday Eucharist at Palmer Chapel, 6221 S Main, celebrated by the Rev. James
Liberatore, 7:30 p.m.

9 The Seder, Autry House, 6265 S. Main, 7:00 p.m. (see details inside)

16 Business meeting at Dwight Anthony's, 1600 Alabama, apt. 100,7:00 p.m.

23 Eucharist at Autry House, celebrated by the Rev. Diane Wollard. Election of officers.
Program: The Boswell Video, "1500 Years of the Church Blessing Lesbian and Gay
Relationshi ps"

May

25-28

June 21-24

4 Friday Eucharist, Palmer Chapel, celebrated by the Rev. Alice Tucker.

6 Church hop to St. Martin's, 717 Sage Rd., 11:00 a.m.
Progressive Brunch, 1:00 p.m. (see details inside)

14 Chapter Eucharist at Autry House and Commissioning of Officers, celebrated by
the Rev. Elizabeth Masquelette. Reception Following. 7:00 p.m.

21 Business meeting at Rob's, 4025 Woodcraft. 7:00 p.m. Call 963-9394 for directions.

Southern Regional Conference in Atlanta!!

"Under One Roof" Conference in St. Louis, Missouri



PLAN NOW TO ATrEND
!\ CONFERENCE OF EPISCOPAL NETWORKS
SHARE WHAT IS COMMON
t\ND
WHAT IS DIVERSE
/\BOUT
OUR PASTORAL,
PEACE, JUSTICE, AND SOCIAL MINISTRIES

•
INTEGRITY 1990

NATIONAL CONVENTION
Business Meeting:

Thursday, June 21, 1990
12:00 p.m.

Workshops:
"Under One Rood"

Friday & Saturday, June 22-23

Festival Eucharist & Pride March
Sunday, June 24

The first "Under One Roof"was held three years ago in St. Louis. Shelley, Dwight and Maryann were
there and had a marvellous time meeting with other members ofthe Coalition. Here's what Dwight had
to say: "Do you ever get the feeling in this Diocese that you are the only person who has a 'marginal'
viewpoint? Under One Roofis the best medicine I know ofto blast you ofthis negative thinking. Also,
the workshops are not to be missed!" ,



both of the upcoming Integrity events. Memorial
Weekend May 25-27 in Atlanta is Southern
Regional Convention. Pride Week, June 21-24
in St. Louis together with Integrity National
Convention at Under One Roof.

Speaking of these events, it's that time of the
year when I come begging! We have at least
three going to each ofthese this year. We have
already started a special fund to help them with
a portion of their expenses. If you can help us
this would be greatly appreciated.

Finally, I would like tio give a special "Thank
You" to the Rev. and Mrs. Albert Etling. Recently
they generously offered to place a handsome set
of sanctus bells on permanent loan for our
chapter's use at worship. Thanks Bert and
Emily for this gracious action!

Yours in Christ,

Rob Rynearson, Convenor

We Are Still Married
by Garrison Keilor

I don't have the manual dexterity to be a true
Episcopalian, who must juggle the prayerbook,
hymnal, and the order of service, and sometimes
a special mimeographed Kyrie or Sanctus; the
music sounds thin and sharp to someone brought
up on the Wesleys; the bowing and kneeling are
odd - (in the Brethern we just clomped in and sat
down, and there was no incense in the air, just
cologne, and no statuary, though some of our
members were less lively than others), and then
if on top of that, the sermon is about
revolutionizing our awareness of homeless gay
handicapped Nicaraguans, the Episcopal church
is more exotic to me than anything in
Scandinavia.

But back in Minnesota, where words like "tuna
hotdish" or" chicken" or "Lutheran" always got a
laugh and a great joke might be about Lutheran s
eating tuna hotdish and feeding the rest to their
chickens, "Episcopalian" was also might funny.
especially if a Lutheran became one. To me anc
tomy little radio congregation, a Lake Woebegone
moving to Minneapolis and turning Episcpalian
was a case of social climbing straight up the hill,
no doubt about it. Our clear picture of
Episcopalians was of wealthy people, Yale
graduates, worshipping God in extremely good
taste. Episcopalian was the church in wingtips,
sipping Scotch and soda.

So, when I moved to New York and walked into
Holy Apostles, I was surprised to see no suits.
Nobody was well dressed. A congregation of a
hundred souls on lower Ninth Avenue, a church
with no parking lot, which was in need of paint
and the sanctuary ceiling showed water damage
but which managed (I learned the next week) to
support and operate a soup kitchen that fed-a
thousand New Yorkers every day, more than a
million to date. Black faces in the sanctuary, old
people, exiles from the Midwest, the lame and
the halt, divorced ladies, gay couples: a real
anthology ofthe faith, I felt glad to be there. We
stood for prayers, bringing slowly to mind the
goodness and the poverty of our lives, the lives of
others, the life to come, it brought tears to your
eyes, the simple way Episcopalians pray.
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SOUTHERN REGIONAL CONVENTION

All Saint's Episcopal Church
634 W. Peachtree Street

Atlanta, Georgia

May 25, 26, 27, 1990

,Workshops Include:

.Fundraising, Chapter Planning,
Newsletters and How to work in
your Diocese

Banquet Speaker:

Dr. Louie Crew, Founder of
Integrity

Weencourage all who can to attend
this year. The programs will be
great and Atlanta is fun!

A SEDER EVENING

Why is this night different from all other nights?

Spring brings many good things; one ofthem is
Pesach -Passover, This holiday commemorates
the experiences and ordeals of slavery in Egypt
and has been observed for over 3,000 years,
making it one of the oldest festivals known. It
received its name from the fact that the angel of
death had "passed over" the houses of the
Children of Israel whose lintels and door posts
were marked with the blood ofthe Paschal lamb.

Primary among the celebrations of Passover is
the Seder, the ritual meal eaten on the eve ofthe
first night of Passover and often actually on the
first night as well. The word Seder means
"order." This, according to Rabbi Judah Lowe of
Prague, is to teach us of everything that has
happened to the Jewish people from the time it
became a people to this very day. This serves as
a strong reminder of the Temple, with its Paschal
sacrifices and the Exodus from Egyptian slavery .

The meal itself begins with a ritual plate of six
special foods. Zeroa is a leg bone from a sheep or
chicken, which is roasted. Beitza is a roasted
egg, a reminder of a special sacrifice in the times
ofthe Temple. Maror is a vegetable with a bitter
taste, usually horseradish, reminding us of the
bitter lives of the Jews under the Egyptians.
Haroset is a mixture of nuts, apples, spices,
raisins and wine, a reminder ofthe cement used
by the Jews to build in Egypt. Karpas is a
vegetable, often celery. Hazaret is the same as
Maror, but grated. Three matzot are also eaten,
to remember the speedily prepared unleavened
bread.

The Seder meal is eaten while the group asks
and answers the questions of the Haggadah.
Blessings, stories, reading from the Torah and
from the Song of Songs are also vital parts ofthe
evening.
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From our Pain

(From The Gathering Community, by Jeffrey Penn and James Sol)

In July of 1989 Integrity held a National Convention here in San Francisco. On the last day
~f the convention the Human Affairs Commission of the Episcopal Church, headed by Bishop
Hunt, (Rhode Island) held an open hearing, giving many of u:.••a chance 10 tell our stories. By
the end of the day of hearings we were all exhaustedform our own pouring forth, and re-opening
of shared wounds. As we collected ourselves we wondered, will it make a difference? Well, we
have a little bit of an answer in the following interview with Bishop Hunt. All of you who
participated on that seemingly unending day of hearings, thank you.

SEXUALITY ISSUES DEHNE "WHAT KIND OF CHURCH WE WANT TO BE"
(Interview with Bishop George Hunt: Episcopal News Service, April 26, 1990)

When he was priest in California many of his colleagues thought George Hunt was a
conservative. Since he became bishop of Rhode Island some charge that he is "a wild eyed liberal.
But I think I am somewhere in the broad middle of the church,' Hunt said during a two hour
interview in his office in Providence.

As head of the church's Commission of Human Affairs for the last five years, Hunt finds
himself in the middle of the most controversial issue facing the church. The commission has been
asked to bring a report dealing with the broad issues of human sexuality, with special attention
to the church's attitudes toward homosexuality, to the 1991 General Convention in Phoenix.

Hunt admits that the series of events surrounding the recent ordination of the Rev. Robert
Williams as an openly gay, noncelibate priest in the Diocese of Newark has charged the
atmosphere in the church with emotion. "l don't think it will die down by Phoneix," he said, but



"there will be people who are eager to keep us
from becoming a narrow, sectarian church."
He added that 'sexuality is part of a still larger
issue of what kind of church we want to be."

Yet, Hunt is persuaded that Episcopalians
must look carefully beyond the immediate
passion of the moment and confront the deeper
issues that have been a part of the church's
grappling with sexuality for the past couple of
decades. "We've got to keep the discussion
open to allow all of our members to ask
questions," he said. "And we've got to quit
being afraid that God needs to be protected
from the discussion.

"Sexuality is such a deep, personal issue
- that's why it is so scary. It is stillunresolved
within so many of us." Hunt said that the
Church is uneasy in discussing sexual.matters
and sometimes uses a study process as a way to
avoid the deeper issues, "to get the church off
the hook." He looks to the Church for some
leadership, however. "Let's see how Good
leads us."

"The time for study has long since passed,"
said Hunt. "It is time now to muster the energy
to move the Church and culture to deal with
these issues."

A THEOLOGY THAT AFFIRMS
SECUALITY OF HUMAN BEINGS\

Hunt believes that the events in Newark
may "have forced us out of our holes." He
believes that the Church is still trying to come
to terms with a theology that affirms human
beings as sexual beings. "Our commission has
discovered that many in the church do not
believe it is okay to be a sexual being," Hunt
said. "There has been an attitude in the church
since the time of St. Augustine that human

sexuality is to be tolerated but not enjoyed...that
it is a part of the fall, not of creation." Until we
move away from that attitude, Hunt contends,
"we won't be able to talk about specifics like
homosexuality. "

"In the 1960's our society tried on sex in
some new ways," Hunt said. "It was a kind of
atmosphere that took individualism to the limit.
It was characterized by the idea of 'free sex',
open marriage," Hunt continued. "Although it
was tried out by a significant portion of the
whole generation, it didn't work, because
unfettered sexuality doesn't work." He gives
the women's movement credit for challenging
many of society's attitudes toward sexuality
"asking what makes sense".

"And now" Hunt said, "people who were
offended by the changes in the 60's are afraid
that merely talking about sex will lead us back
into those bad times, a new period of
repression." He added that the commission
will try to help the church talk about sexuality,
particularly homosexuality, "we think it is
okay to grapple with these ideas. they will be
confronting the world for a long time." He said
the Commission of Human Affairs does not
have a consensus on the issues. At its January
meeting, commission members wrote one-
page drafts of what should be included in its
report to General Convention. "The
Commission represents the widest possible
diversity," Hunt said, "we are allover the place
on the issues."

Hunt pointed out that the 1988 General
Convention resolution specifically asked that
the church listenedto storiesof Gay and Lesbian
Episcopalians. At open hearings in Washington
D.C. and San Francisco the commission
listened to some "powerful stories" of exile
but also of affirmation.



"So far we've heard a great deal of pain
from the gay and lesbian community in the
church", said Hunt. "We've heard from gay
people who have been excommunicated from
parishes or banned by Bishops (from the
ordination process) when discovered. But we
have also heard some stories - of bishops
who were sensitive, or of acceptance by some
parishes."

He refers to his own pastoral experience
for guidance as he sorts out the questions
surrounding the issue of homosexuality.
"When I found out that one of my best friends
who was also a priest in California was gay, I
had to reassess everything I thought I knew.

"I'm now convinced that evidence points
unfailingly that at least 90 percent of gay and
lesbian people do not have anything remotely
close to choice in their orientation." Hunt said.
-rr a sizable number of persons in our
congregations have an orientation without
choice, it seems irrational that they not seek
the same kind of warmth and affection most of
us find in our family and relationships." And
he said that Spong's contention that the church
has conspired with the rest of society to help
make gay relationships unstable is "right on
target". He said that he is "wholeheartedly in
favor of blessing samesex unions" but
expressed doubt that the commission will move
that far.

HUNT SAYS ATTEMPTS TO
CENSURE BISHOP SPONG ARE "ILL
CONCIEVED"

Hunt laments that the climate in the church
has been altered by the recent events in the
Diocese of Newark. He suggested that the
drive to censure Bishop John Spong is ill-

conceived." As I see it there are three issues at
work here," Hunt said. "First, many people
don't like the confrontive style of Jack Spong.
Yet, Jack has always wanted the church to deal
with issues-and he prods the church in a
confrontive way.

"Second, many people are uncomfortable
with the subject of sexuality, especially
homosexuality," hoping the issue will go away.

There is a third group, according to Hunt,
that raises the issue of collegiality of the House
of Bishops, contending that Bishop Spong has
offended that spirit.

Hunt said that he would challenge the
drive to censure Spong, demanding "clarity"
in any motion to censure. "It is a matter of
style, doctrine, biblical interpretation, or
collegiality? Where does it say you can censure
a bishop because he's taken a step that no one
else has taken?" he asked.

"A General Convention Resolution does
not establish doctrine for the church-that's
left to the Prayer Book," Hunt continued. "To
disagree publicly and openly with a policy of
the church (not a doctrinal statement or canon)
does not warrant censure."

Hunt suggested that Spong should not be
the lone object of censure if other bishops are
honest, "In fairness to Jack and the House,
those bishops who have ordained gay priests
who are involved in monogamous relationships
should add their names to be censured. I would
put my name on the list first," he said.

Hunt said that he would like to see the
church enter a period of openness and
compassion, not legalism and rancor. "I would
like to help the church face into this period, but
I have to leave myself open to the possibility
that I might be wrong. I can't say with absolute
assurance that I have heard a work from God.



But we must not be afraid to be wrong."
It is a find of affirmation that sounds

appropriate for George Hunt. His office in
Providence is in some ways a metaphor for his
character. Two walls are solid masonry, two
are floor to ceiling plate glass. Half strong and
stable, the half allows Hunt to observe the
world around him and to let in an incredible
amount of light. Hunt would like the Episcopal
Church to stand firm-but to be open to
illumination too.

Quoting Thomas Hooker, Hunt said that
the church should not be afraid to be wrong, to
be open to new insights from God. "we may
want to be right on all the issues but it is okay
to make mistakes," Hunt said. "as long as we
continue to talk there is hope. No event or
issue should isolate us from each other."

(Note: Two Integrity members were
recently named consultants to the Human
Affairs Commission, The Rev. Paul Woodrum,
a National Integrity board member from New
York, and Bonita Palmer, a member of the San
Francisco chapter, and a Board of the
Parsonage. There are no gay or lesbianpeople
on the Commission, officialiy.)

Join US on the Hill
It's that time of the year again when we

take advantage of some of the free
entertainment in Hermann Park. On Saturday,
July 14th we are going to gather on the hill at
Miller Theater at 7:30 p.m. for a picnic. At
8:30 p.m. Theater Under The Stars will present
"Marne". Bring your blankets, bug spray,
food and beverages and join us for a good time.
Look for the Red and Pink balloons!



It's a Picnic!
Come to the annual Fourth of July

celebration at Rob's house. For those of you
who haven't been there yet, it's one mile south
of the Loop on Stella Link - 4025 Woodcraft.
The festivities will begin at 4:00 p.m. with
cocktails and conversation. Somewhere around
6:00 we will have dinner - Bar-B-Que with
all the fixings. Later those who want can stay
and watch the Hermann Park festivities on TV.
And maybe even later we will fmally have that
1. S. Retrospective Kate's been wanting. What
should you bring? Yourself and cash. There
will be a cash bar and we will all chip in on the
food. Please RSVP to Rob at 432-0414 by the
2nd.



The Cornered Convenor

Greetings!

Yes we did just have an election! And, yes
they have elected me to serve another term.
There have been several changes in the new
board. Nancy, our past treasurer, has turned
over her books and is now our new co-convenor.
Jay, our secretary, consented to serve another
term after some gentle prodding. Joining us as
our new treasurer is Jerome, who brings years
of beauty biz accounting skills to the job. Dale
has agreed to serve another year as our worship
chair. Two new folks have joined the board.
Mary is our new Social Chair and is already
busy planning new things for us to do. Noe has
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replaced Lawrence, who ran off to Integrity/
Puget Sound with a handsome doctor, as head
of our IntegritylPalmer AIDS Care Team. And
finally Dwight, our former co-convenor -
treasure, convenor, co-convenor has
volunteered (sort of) to serve as our newsletter
editor.

A word of warning, some friendly advise,
a must or all of the above. We are into our
summer schedule and you really need to save
the pull-out Calendar in this issue to know
when and where we are doing things at this
time of the year. We tend to scrap our regular
routine and do things when and where they
will work best. If you are not on our regular
calling list and would like to hear of other
additions please call Mary at 926-3454 and ask
to be added.

As you may have noted there is an item on
the Calendar about the Austin Gay Pride Fiesta
on Sunday, June IOth, Mark Casstevens, the
new co-convenor of our sister chapter, has
advised me that they have limited sleeping
slots available if you will let them know ASAP-
call Mark at (51"2)445-6164 if you would like
to go up and take part in these activities.

The Cure AIDS Now Houston Chapter has
asked us to join the International March and
Rally to Cure AIDS which will be held on
Sunday, July 8th at 11:00 a.m. The march,
which takes place" during the Economic
Summit, begins at Texas and Smith. This is
not a protest or demonstration but a positive
statement to show concern about curing AIDS.
I would like to encourage as many who can to
participate in this event.

Mark your calendar's for June 30th. We
will be doing a fundraiser by selling
refreshments at the Therapy Sisters Concert at
Autry House at 8:30 p.m. You will be hearing
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WHAT'S HAPPENING

10 Austin Gay Pride Fiesta, Noon to 8:00 p.m.

10 "Sweet Charity" Houston's Chocolate Summit, to benefit AIDS Interfaith
Council, 7:00 p.m., Pavilion Saks Fifth Avenue, 1800 Post Oak Blvd Tickets from
Dwight or Ann at FIRM ($15 for friends and volunteers) 667-5627. At the door or
Ticketron ($20) Reservations accepted if you call FIRM and charge them,

11 Eucharist at Autry House, celebrated by the Rev. John Stevens. Program: "Where
do we go from here" by the new board 7:00 p.IlL

Business meeting at Shelley's and Mary.Ann's, 3512 Perdue #2,7:00 p.m..

"Under One Roof" Conference in St, Louis, Missouri

StarNite '90, Houston Gay Pride Festival, 1475 West Gray, Noon to 10 p.m,

Potluck at Autry House. Program: Reports on Atlanta and st. Louis. 7:00 p.m.

"Therapy Sisters" at Autry House, 8:30 p.m.

Church hop to st. Luke the Evangelist, 3530 Wheeler, 10:30 am. Brunch at Baba
Yaga, 2607 Grant, 1:00 p.m.

Fourth of July Picnic at Rob's, 4025 Woodcraft, 4:00 p.m.

TUTS presents "MAME" at Miller Theater 8:30 p.m, Come picnic with us at 7:30
on the hill.

Eucharist at Autry House, celebrated by the Rev. Alice Tucker. Program:
Understanding and Using Your Dreams, presented by Tony Raburn, M.A.



more about this in the near future.
Finally, we are off traveling. Mary, Nancy,

Noe and Dale are joining me at the Southern
Regional Conve uion in Atlanta over Memorial
Day. It's really great to see so many going
from our chapter. The end of June will see
Shelley, Dwight, Mary, Nancy and myself
going to St. Louis for the Integrity National
meeting at the Under One Roof Conference.
I'm certain we will have much to share with
you on our return.

Until later, I remain

Yours for Integrity in Christ,

Rob Rynearson
Convenor

From the Greater Cincinnati Chapter, May
1990....

HOMOSEXUALITY & DIVORCE

. It is striking that Christian society, which
cavalierly resists even token observances of
many biblical injunctions (e.g. Matt. 5:28,27,
40,43; 23:9, 1st Cor. 5:11, to mention but a
few) should make a fetish of rigorously
enforcing the most literal and restrictive
interpretations of a few biblical fragments
possibly regarding homosexuality with the
force of civil law. Divorce was opposed by
Christ himself in three of the Gospels and
unanimously opposed by theologians for the
first seventeen hundred years of Christian
history; yet the status of the divorced and
remarried hardly begins to provoke the passion,
bitterness and hostility inspired by the subject
of homosexuality, about which Jesus made no
comment at all and which was a minor point of
Christian ethics during most of Christian
history. John Boswell-from
his introduction to "Uncommon Calling - A
Gav Man's Struggle to Serve the Church" by
Chris Glaser>.
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GOD IN THE CRISIS
Theological and Ethical Reflections on AIDS

By L William Countryman

From: JUBILEE Summer 1989

Thefollowing excerpts are from an address originally given by Professor Countryman
at the National AIDS Conference in San Francisco in March 1986. His address was
subsequently printed in The Anglican Theological Review 69 (April 1987):2, and excerpts
are reprinted with permission.

There is no point in beating around the bush. Let us ask the question straight out. What
is God doing in the AIDS crisis? To begin with, there is one popular answer we can rule out
at once; the notion that God is using this plague to punish certain populations which have
somehow earned his particular wrath. Our Lord has spoken quite plainly to this issue; in fact,
there is nothing plainer in the whole tradition of Jesus' teaching.

In the Sermon on the Mount, we hear Jesus tell us to love our enemies and pray for those
who persecute us. (Christians were not yet in the position, I suppose, where they needed to
pray for those whom they themselves persecuted.) But to love our enemies and to pray for
those who persecute us so we can become God's children. Why? What is it about God that
we would thus be imitating?

There is an inherent human desire to find fault with the victims of suffering; to claim that
the rape victim enticed the rapist, that the person who got mugged was guilty of carelessness,



that the cancer patient didn't eat right or have a good
attitude. Why? We lay these burdens on others to make
ourselves more secure, to reassure ourselves that we can
make God be good to us by obeying the rules. It's the
old game of personal merit, once again. And Jesus
speaks to us of it as plainly as can be:

Now there were certain people present at
that very moment telling him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed
with their sacrifices. And he answered and
said to them, "Do you suppose that these
Galileans were greater sinners than all the
Galileans, because they suffered these
things? No, I tell you. But unless you
repent, you will all be destroyed in the same
way. Or those eighteen people on whom the
tower fell in Siloam, and it killed them, do
you suppose that they were greater sinners
than all the people of Jerusalem? No, I tell
you, but unless you repent, you will all be
destroyed in just the same way." (Luke
13:1-5, author's trans.)

_ The differences of human merit, if they exist at all,
are so slight in God's eyes as to be of no use in governing
the world. You cannot make things go right for you by
being good. What is more, you cannot even make them
go right by repenting.

In the parable of the prodigal son, the son repents
and returns home. And his father forgives him. Why?
Because he repented? No! His father ran to greet him,
hugged him, and kissed him, before he ever got to make
his speech of repentance. And when the son did make
the speech, the father was too busy sending the servant
for the best robe, the ring, the shoes, and the fatted
calf-too busy with those things to even listen to that
little speech.

Any exclusion of AIDS sufferers amounts
toplacing conditions on God's grace.

God's grace-this radical teaching is not mine. It
is that of Jesus, of Paul, of John, of Dame Julian, and of
Martin Luther; of John of the Cross, of John Donne, of
George Herbert, of Evelyn Underhill, and of a whole
host of saints.

God's grace is not dependent on your goodness.

And if the good gifts don't prove your goodness, the
inevitable corollary is that the affliction is no index of
your badness. Those who would maintain otherwise are
flying in the face of the gospel and of the faith of the
Church, Catholic and Reformed. Let us call this heresy
by name: it is "works righteousness."

We have heard this heresy often enough from
church leaders of fundamentalist or neo-evangelical
persuasion. I would like to say here that we would be
making a grave mistake if we assume that every
individual Christian of these traditions is guilty of it.
Painful as it may be for us at times, these people, too, are
our sisters and brothers by virtue of our one baptism.
God is not less generous to them because of their sins,
any more than he is to us because of ours.

NO PIGEONHOLES

At the same time, we must not give an inch to any
form of works righteousness. And we must not trivialize
the issue by fighting it in the style of works righteousness;
we must not match Bible verse to Bible verse as if the
Truth were to be found in the longest list. We must go
straight to the heart of the matter and ask these, our
brothers and sisters, in urgent love, how can it be right? .
How can it be Christian? How can it be in accord with
the gospel? To believe in a God who would sacrifice his
only child on the cross in order to replace one set of
regulations with another, one set of pigeonholes with
another? If that God is true, the teaching of Jesus is
false.

But still, what is God doing in the AIDS crisis? The
first partial answer comes from the fifth chapter of the
Gospel of John, in the story of the sick man at the Pool
of Bethzatha. He had been lying there thirty-eight years
hoping for a miraculous cure when the waters were
troubled. But he could only drag himself along, and
someone else always got in his way and prevented it.
Jesus healed him by fiat: "Get up." But he also
demanded a sacrifice of him, demanded that he sacrifice
his own righteousness by violating the law. "Pick up
your cot," he said, "and walk around." It was Sabbath,
when no one was to carry a burden. That's not a trivial
matter. Gentile Christians of the twentieth century
forget that that was considered one of the Ten
Commandments. To receive the grace of Christ, this
patient had to sacrifice his own righteousness.

Now the story from that point onward goes badly.
The authorities stopped the man, questioned him about



his violation of the morality of the people, and he shifted
the blame-to the person who had healed him, whose
name he hadn't even learned. Later Jesus found him in
the temple and said, "See, you've gained your health;
don't sin again, or something worse will happen to
you."

Another thing God is doing becomes evident in
John 9: "Jesus and his disciples saw a man blind from
birth, and the disciples asked, 'Who sinned that he was
born blind? He, or his parents?'"

A nice theological question for you of the works
righteousness variety. It's not a new invention within
Christianity; it's very old=-older than Christianity, in
fact. It's a question worthy of Job's comforters. Jesus
just sweeps it aside. "Neither this man nor his parents
sinned. But it is so that the works of God might be
revealed in him." Jesus applies the poultice of mud to
the man's eyes and tells him to wash it off in the Pool of
Siloam, and he comes back, seeing.

It is Sabbath, and once again Jesus has violated the
righteousness of the law in order to reveal the power of
the gospel. This man knows no more about Jesus than
the paralytic at the other pool, at Bethzatha. Yet where
toe one betrayed Jesus, this man confesses him. He is
grilled by the authorities: Who was it? What did he do
to.yoo? What did you say? How did it aUhappen? What
do you thing of the matter? And he confesses Jesus,
clumsily, inarticulately, but firmly. And when at last he
encounters Jesus again as the man from Bethzatha had
done, he does not go away to betray him, but rather bows
down in reverence before him. It is so that the works of
God might be revealed in him. How might the works of
God be revealed in us?

LATTER-DAY LEPERS

A number of people have drawn the analogy between
the current reaction to AIDS patients and the way in
which lepers were treated in the past. The analogy is apt
and can be seen in other areas as well. Purity,
uncleanness, dirt, if you will, are big issues for human
beings and are frequently a major component in religious
systems, including our own. Discriminating against the
unclean was something Jesus fought against, and it
came right back in as soon as, so to speak, his back was
turned. Paul had to fight to allow unclean people,
Gentiles with uncircumcised penises, to be part of the
early Christian church. We have had fights in our own

time because whites saw blacks as unclean, because
Anglos saw Chicanos as unclean, because males saw
females as unclean. This is not a new battle or a unique
one; it is the continuation of a battle which Christ began
for us. Nothing entering into a person from outside
renders a person unclean, Jesus says (Mark 7: 15). It's
what comes out of the heart that renders a person unclean.
Any exclusion of AIDS sufferers in terms of the Church,
in the context of the Ch\J1'Ch,amounts to placing conditions
on God's Grace. It is not a casual or an incidental
theological issue for us. It's the most fundamental issue
there is. As our Lutheran brothers and sisters would say,
it is an issue upon which the Church stands or falls.

We must join others in our society to take a long and
hard look at what kind of society it is that produces IV
drug abusers and other forms of drug abuse. We are drug-
prone in our society, and I suspect that we are drug-prone
because we are lie-prone. Because we accept so many
lies about success and security, we need help with those
lies, help in maintaining them, help in ignoring the
realities which they mask. The gravest drug for Christians
in our society right now is the drug of respectability; this
is a respectability junkie talking to you, and you can
believe what I say.

Finally, a very delicate and difficult but important
point: We must find ways to join with gay and lesbian
people at large to deal with the issues of sexual ethics. J

This is a delicate point, because gay and lesbian people
have abundant reasons to fear involvement in that
discussion. A comparison may illustrate. If we were to
suggest to heterosexual, married, post-Reformation
Anglicans that it would be a good idea to allow a few
celibate males to settle the questions of marital/sexual
ethics, we would be laughed at. Yet we have calmly
assumed that heterosexual people have every right to
prescribe sexual ethics for homosexual people. Gay and
lesbian people have abundant reason to fear church
involvement in this discussion. The Ch\J1'Ch,on the other
hand, had best not assume that it is the only group
interested in the questions. The process of discerning a
sexual ethic is already going on in the homosexual
community. It is not up to us to begin it. The most we
may hope is that we may be allowed to join it,. It is not
only going on, but it is going on with an astounding
degree of maturity, I think, when one considers how
young the situation is.



There is an inherent human desire to find
fault with the victims of suffering.

So what is God doing in the AIDS crisis? God is
bringing us into the time of trial, the peirasmos. God
is revealing God's works in us. God is drawing us into
the mystery. Does this frighten us? It had better. True
epiphanies of God are not tame. And the cross is not
tempered to us any more than to Jesus.

But we are here to take our sustenance from the
Spirit of Love who is with us here and everywhere and
unto the ages. We are to live out of Jesus' sacrifice and
out of the Spirit's gifts-not from our own rags of
righteousness, but out of grace. If the gospel has any
single message for us, in this age and in every age, it is
this: don't try to make riches out of your own poverty,
but live energetically, and generously, and faithfully,
out of God's gifts.

The Rev. Dr. L. William Countryman is Professor of
New Testament Studies at the Church Divinity School
of the Pacific in Berkeley, California.

Integrity Southern Regional
Convention Report

WhereAre Our Women?"
They're at home taking care of the children.
They're at the nursing home with grandma.
They're with Bill, Roberto, Phil...who has AIDS.
They're working overtime to make ends meet.

Throughout the weekend in Atlanta concerned
members of Integrity asked where are our women
members?

As I worked through my own disappointment,
sadness and anger at being one of two women at the
Convention I too struggled with this question. I came
to the conclusion that the question itself reflects our
collective failure. The answer presents our next and
perhaps greatest challenge.

I was asked by our Chapter co-conveners to write
a report on the recent Regional Convention. Initially
my response was enthusiastic, I anticipated no
problems. However, as the days passed, I kept

postponing beginning to work on the report. At the final
hour, one of the conveners asked that I please get
"something" to the newsletter editor ASAP. As I sat
down to begin the task I asked myself what was so
difficult about writing a page or so on an event that had
been pleasant and reinforced by commitment to
Integrity?

Quite simply the requested "report" could not just
be a reverberation of the weekend events. Rather, I can
only write and share with you new thoughts, insights,
and feelings about being a Lesbian member of Integrity
which were gleaned from my experience. Hopefully
this will elucidate certain aspects of both the question
and the answer to "Where are the women of Integrity?".
At this point I might inject that Sam Archer, Austin has
written a thorough overview of the Convention. I
encourage you to read it.

Here at the Integrity Convention, as elsewhere, I
was virtually alone, isolated from other Lesbians and
women, their friendship, their thoughts and influence.

As a Lesbian I am struggling to find my place in
Integrity. I feel torn between the conflict of male
domination, the patriarchial, homophobic church, and
my needs and hopes as a woman.

Certain aspects of the weekend events highlight my
struggle to be an equal member of Integrity. For
instance, the Program included a business meeting,
workshops, and networking, most of which, at best,
only incidentally addressed or were sensitive to the
problems, issues, and needs of a Lesbian member.

During the business meeting a proposal was
discussed and accepted to move the regional convention
date to another weekend to avoid scheduling conflicts.
The Southern Regional Integrity Conference (SRIC)
and the National Lesbian Convention (NLC) have
traditionally scheduled their meetings over the Memorial
Day weekend. Thus a choice must be made each year
by the women, should I go to SRIC or NLC? Some of
the women chose to attend the latter in Washington, DC.
The passage of this proposal was heartwarmingand
indicated a genuine concern for a Lesbian presence at
SRIC in the future. Nonetheless, that one vote of
affirmation for Lesbian Integrity members falls far
short of the strong support we need. I might also add that
after this scheduling matter was resolved, the "Lesbian
issue" became invisible.

The reality of gender differences among us was
also exemplified in the way we designed the big and



smaller acts of the convention. Workshop issues were
chosen and subsequent discussion manifested a male
perspective, i.e. ways to approach different
organizational issues and ways to win in the power
politics of church life. These are irrelevant to women's
struggles as she cares for our families, works long hours
to compensate for below standard wages and seeks to
find her identity as a person, woman and Lesbian.
During a networking time, one attendee shared that
women are simply not a part of his life at all, anywhere,
period. Fortunately, he did seem at least momentarily
troubled by this sudden realization. Even the time for
socializing reflected "typical" male expectations, the
BAR scene. All was familiar, the way it should be that
is, if you happened to be a male member of Integrity.

We would take a giant step closer to finding the
women of Integrity by showing a common cause with
the Lesbian by affirming as a goal (nationally, regionally
and locally) the commitment to the civil right of women
and to acknowledge the value of Lesbians as people
within the movement, and not seek them out as simple
tokens. As a friend observed, "The important difference
between the male and female homosexual is that the
Lesbian is discriminated against, not only because she
is a homosexual, but because she is a woman."

. Women are ignored or at times given parenthetical
acknowledgement. Others don't see us at all, we are
invisible. Our needs and concerns are not sharing center
stage with important male specific issues.

We need courageous and dedicated men in order to
change business as usual, to replace male-dominated,
male-oriented, male-chauvinistic policies and values.
We need to be educated, and to become more sensitized
to the freedom and rights of women.

Specifically, are we willing to consider having the
Lesbian Issue as a part of the agenda for our next
national and regional conventions?

Are we willing to consider and become involved
with therapy, individually and/or as a group, to heal our
wounds which are at the core of our disinterest and
hatred of women? There is a deeper problem than what
we have previously recognized. We have approached
the problem, i.e. by using inclusive language,
encouraging gender parity for conveners at the local
level, etc. yet the problem is much bigger than these
beginning steps and good intentions.

Are we willing to consider and become involved
with volunteering our time, talents and energies to

causes which are explicitly women centered? Say, for
example with the same commitment as we have to
support persons with AIDS? After all, the fact cannot
be denied, the same magnitude of need exists in the
women's community. Millions upon millions upon
millions of women suffer and die each year from
violent crimes and diseases. And like AIDS, there is no
quick answer, no easy solution, little societal support,
and no end in sight to this terrible human suffering.

The women of Integrity are the shadows of our
neglect and indifference. As we well know, the opposite
of love is not hate; but rather, it is not caring enough to
be concerned at all, or at least not concerned and
committed enough to do any thing or to get involved.

I for one will not accept this legacy of indifference
today. To receive and share the Love of Christ for all
of God's people, especially with the homophobic
church, we are compelled to heal our wounds and to
learn to live with our differences. Then and only then
can we embrace the exile among us, our women
members. If we are not committed to learning this
most difficult lesson, what do we have to offer any
one?

I do not choose to be a silent partner of Integrity.
I will no longer put on a mask and pretend that gender
differences really aren't important and don't really
bother me. I choose instead to be open and honest with
you. I am grateful for my friendships with men in
Integrity, their kindness and love have been an important
part of my inner healing and spiritual growth.
Nonetheless, we must recognize that we have a problem,
accept it and begin to find solutions. Together we can
make the necessary changes.

Please join me and other members of Integrity as
we continue to prayerfully and purposefully seek our
common calling and mission to find and nurture the
women ofIntegrity. by Mary, Integrity/Houston

Did you hear this one? "But if the Episcopal Church
accepts (fill in the blank: the new prayer
book; women priests; gay marriages) we will loose too many
of our members!" This may well be a tragic truth, pointing
to the sad quality of the preaching and teaching in our church
in the past generation, but I thought the Good Shepherd was
willing to leave the ninety-nine to find the one lost. Maybe
I'm confused. Or was it that the Father refused to welcome
the prodigal son rather than offend the one who stayed home!

From Integrity Dallas, April 1990.



The Cornered Convenor
Greetings,

I would like to thank all those who gave so
generously toward our travel scholarship fund
this year. We were able to assist five people
go to the Southern Regional Convention in
Atlanta and five to the National meeting at the
Under One Roof Conference in St. Louis. I
must admit the highlight of st. Louis for me
was marching in the Gay Pride Parade. We
joined a large contingent led by the interim
Rector of Trinity Church and it was thrilling
as we came down Washington and turned
onto Euclid to hear the bells of Trinity Church
loudly proclaiming the same message it had
back in the early sixtys when I first began
attending services there that Christ's Church
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truly does strive for Justice and Peace among
all people and respects the dignity of every
human being.

As I stated last time, we .are in our summer
schedule and I would like to expand on two
items in our calendar. First, on August 12th
our church hop is the beginning of a day's trip.
We will travel up Highway 290 to Hempstead
and attend the 10:00 am service at St.
Bartholomews. From there we will continue
on up 290 to exit 36 in Brennum. Turn right on
South Bay which will take us to Fireman's
Park where we will join members of our sister
chapter in Austin for a picnic, etc. Second, on
August 16th we have planned an Evening at
the Theater. We will go to the Main Street
Theater, 2540 Times Blv d. The Trust: a play
based on the mysterious death of Rice
University founder William Marsh Rice begins
at 8:00 pm. The director is Sandy Havens, the
spouse of the Rev. Helen.

Please mark your calendar's to start
reminding your friends, relatives, co-workers,
etc. that our September fundraiser is near. We
will again be offering the Gold C and
Entertainment 91 books for sale. Help us
make this an even greater success than it was
last year.

Speaking of fundraisers, due to some clever
financing, we made $105 at the Therapy Sisters
Concert at Autry House.

In closing,I would like you all to join me in
giving a huge TEXAS Thank You to Mr. Jim
Drach of Container Bank for his gift of an
Apple IT computer to our chapter. We are truly
grateful for his generosity.

Yours for Integrity in Christ,

Rob Rvnearson. Convenor
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Church hop to st. Bartholomews, 14th and Austin, Hempstead - 10 AM
Brunch with the Austin Chapter at Fireman's Park, Brennum, TX Noon.

An Evening at the Theater. The Trust - Main Street Theater, 2540 Times
Blvd. 8:00 PM

Business meeting at Jerome's, 419 Marshall, #11. 7:00 PM

Eucharist at Autry House, celebrated by the Rev. Betty McWhorter.
7:00PM
Program.

Chapter Retreat at Christ Church, Eagle Lake

Eucharist in Palmer Chapel, celebrated by the Rev. Ted Lewis. 7:30 PM

Potluck at Autry House. Program: A discussion of the Diocese of
Rochester's presentation on Covenant Relationships. 7:00 PM

Business meeting at Mary and Nancy's, 4617 Rusk. 7:00 PM



Living with Our Differences:

Youare welcomed to participate in a Weekend Retreat at Eagle Lake,
Friday, August 31 thru Sunday, September 2.

The focus of the worship and workshops will be on learning to live with the
differences between us. Special attention will be given to gender issues and
identifying common goals. Also, the content of the workshops is still in the
developmental stages. If you have a special inter est or a specific suggestion,
please let us know, chances are it will be included. Call Mary, Rob, Nancy or
Dwight ASAP with your comments and/or suggestions.

The format for the weekend is tentatively scheduled as follows:

Friday, August 31: Gathering Time
Compline
Snacks

Saturday, September 1: Breakfast
Workshop I
Lunch
Workshop 2
Workshop 3
Supper
En tertainmen t
Compline

Sunday, September 2: Breakfast
Church*

7 - 9pm
9pm
9:30 pm

9am
10 - 11:30 am
11:30 am - 1 pm
1 - 2:30 pm
3 - 4:30 pm
6pm
7:30 pm

9am
11 am

The Registration fee includes the cost of snacks and meals on Saturday and
breakfast Sunday morning. Vegetarian meals will also be available. The cost is $25/
person. Deadline for registration is August 20th. Send checks to IntegrityiHouston,
P. O. Box 66008, Houston, TX 77266-6008.

*Wecan worship together at Christ the King, Sunday morning.



Essentials of Liturgy and Life

The Rev. Ted Boya

Anglicans have long said that what we
pray is what we believe, that the things we say
in the liturgy are what we hold to be true-
about God, about people, about the world. The
liturgical words and actions define for us our
discussions about essential concepts of faith.
The ancient words and actions of the liturgy
provide us our identity and our sense of
community, and make us one with God,
especially in Baptism and the Eucharist.

Liturgy is something that is done, not just
said, and the manner of its doing is as important
as what we say. In liturgy, we learn about life.
During the course of my ministry as a priest, I
have come to believe that liturgy works best
when characterized by four things: dignity,
simplicity, common sense and gentleness.

'All human life is dignified, as is all of
creation, by its coming into being at the hand
of the Creator. All of our life should show
forth our deep understanding that we are the
mirror of God in the world. Not only our
liturgy, but life itself, should show the dignity
of the Creator in our every action. Dignity is
both self-conscious and unconscious. It knows
what it is doing, but is so deeply rooted in our
being that it is part of our being itself. It results
from living in liturgy, from praying like
breathing, from constant thanksgiving. Liturgy
should be dignified in this way. It is a matter
of the heart, not of clothing or gestures, though
these things can reflect the heart.

Dignity is not fussy. The essence of dignity
is the simple self-assuredness and awareness
we have as baptized members of Christ.

Simplicity of action evokes the utter foundation
that life in Christ provides for those who believe.
The life of the Church's liturgy is our rock, our
foundation, the simple, firm place where we
take our stand. The nourishing simplicity of
bread and wine, the cleansing simplicity of
life-giving water, the warming simplicity of
human touch, these things covey life.

Things should be done with common sense.
The liturgy when arcane is not liturgy-its
magic. Our actions should say what we want
them to say. Tradition is a guide to action, a
map by which to walk in an ancient way, but it
is not the way itself. All of our actions, when
done simply and with dignity, should be done
with intent to communicate sensibly. We all
know that words cannot express the depth of
Christian meaning, and that our actions are
always pale reflections of what we point to, but
they should be clear words - if poetic-and
clear actions - if ancient.

Above all, liturgy should be gentle. It
should be the place where we care for one
another. In our very book-centered worship,
we should be careful for those among us who
are new, and need help to worship with us.
Lend a hand, point out where we are. Those of
us who celebrate and lead should take special
care to make sure that all are together. For
finally, our actions and words should echo the
sure presence of the One who rejoicing, holds
the lamb which was lost, who gathers the
world as a mother hen. Ours is a gathering in
love, for where love is, there is God.

Reprinted from THE WORD MADE FLESH
A Journal for the Community of Trinity
Episcopal Church, San Francisco, CA, Ninth
Edition, June 1990.
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU ... HOPEFULLY!!!


