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NEWSLETTER

We Jtre Many Parts; We Jtre Jt{[ One f}3otig

This newsletter is a publication through which Dignity members can share their news items, thoughts, ideas, experi-
ences, and feelings with each other. Opinions expressed are those of the individual writer and are not to be construed
necessarily as those of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA, or of the Catholic Church.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

General meeting

On Saturday January 20,
Dignity will hold a general
membership meeting right after

mass. We shall have a brief report on
upcoming events' by each of our teams
(Liturgy, Social and Membership). We
shall also have a brief summary of the
finances from the past quarter year.
Please attend this meeting and get involved
with the Dignity community.

Diocesan Sunday Afternoon
Vespers Series

Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111
Pierce St., is celebrating Evening Prayer
(Vespers) at 5:30 pm. monthly. All are
invited to take part in this beautiful
liturgy of the Church. Choral music is
provided by a special choir formed to sing
for the Evening Prayers. The schedule:

Sunday, January 14 Baptism of the
Lord Evening Prayer

Sunday, February 19 Ordinary Time
Evening Prayer

Sunday, March 17 Lenten Evening
Prayer

Sunday, April 21 Evening Prayer for
the Easter Season

Sunday, May 19
Ascension/Pentecost Evening Prayer

Sunday, June 7 Corpus Christi
Evening Prayer

Social Team Meeting

The social team sill be having a
meeting on January 9, at 6:30
p.m. at Dignity Center to discuss

ideas and goals for Dignity socials for the
corning year. Everyone with ideas or
concerns for the functioning of this team
are invited to attend. (Editor: Remember
that it is in social gatherings that Christ is
also truly present among us. His first
public manifestation was at a wedding!)
Please attend to make your contribution of
time, presence and thought.

Best of Dignity
[Reprint of an item in the December
Dateline from Dignity /USA]

As man~ win recall, part of
Dignity /USA s twenty-fifth anniversary
celebration was a plan to publish a Best of
Dignity booklet to highlight the
accomplishments of successes of efforts
and to increase communication between
chapters across the country. Although the
response thus far has been minimal, the
ideas that have been sent in offer great
ideas for liturgy, AIDS ministry, and
programs. What about your chapter's
efforts? Upcoming issues of the Dateline
will feature more ideas. Send details to
national Secretary Ben Boerkoel c/o
Dignity /USA, 1500 Massachusetts Ave,
NW, Suite 11,Washington, DC 20005.

Here's a brief sample of the Best of
Dignity in the area of Ministry and
Outreach:

At the recent Midwest Region HOD
(House of Delegates), delegates approved

Birthday Anyone?

As part of the Dignity goal to
increase social interaction
among our members, Dignity

will monthly be celebrating the birthdays
of those members who are having a
birthday in that month. The· fete
anniversaire will be held each third
Saturday. January's children will be feted
on January 20.

Upcoming Events

Mountain/Plains Region Retreat, April
12-14in San Antonio.

Lesbian Health Initiative at Multi-Service
Center 9-4 on West Gray, Saturday
January 20. Volunteers for a booth are
needed. Call Steve Ruimveld, 868-8904.

biannual awards to chapters in the region
based on the following categories:
Promotion of Dignity within the Greater
Community, Most Improved Membership,
and five Special Achievement Awards In
the Areas of Spiritual Development,
Education, Social Justice, Equality Issues,
and Social Events. The awards, which
incorporate Dignity's organizational
goals and draw upon the Statement of
Position and Purpose, will be presented at
the region's biennial convention.

~ aeterruun. dona tis, 1Jomi.ru,
tt ~perpttua fuceat tis.

Please remember in your prayers our
Dignity dead who died in past Januarys:
01-04 Tom Jarzabek (94)
01-12 Alan Lynn Benner (91)
01-13 Frank Jerrell (85)
01-15 Lee Anthony Rufino (94)
01-16 Nick Escobedo (94)
01-19 Robert Falletti (94)
01-23 Eric Kador (95)
01-26 Alton John (94)



ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

T-shirts: T-shirts ($10.00) with the
Dignity /Houston logo.

New York Times: Sunday morning
coffee, munchies, stimulating conversation
and reading and sharing of newspaper
and magazine articles every Sunday from
11a.m. to 2 pm. Although the Times will
generally be held at Dignity Center, please
call 880-2872 for the current meeting
place.

Free Membership!: Dignity
Houston offers free membership in
Dignity /USA for those who match or
exceed a pledge of $7.00 per week
($364.00per year) in 1995. Keep up your
stewardship and contributions to the only
organization which honestly and
compassionately has served lesbian and

gay Catholics for the last 20 years in
Houston!

Stone Soup: Place offerings of
groceries at the altar weekly. Feminine
hygiene items, toiletries of various kinds
and paper grocer bags are very mu:h
needed.Tharik you!

Movie Night: The second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7:30 are video
movie nights at Dignity Center. Munchies,
sociability and movies make a very
pleasant Friday evening.

Welcome! New Members: In ad-
dition to our regular Saturday night
liturgies and Sunday afternoon prayers,
new members are invited to join us also at
a Sunday Times in the mornings to get to
know other of our members in a non-
liturgical setting. Dignity members also

informally go to dinner in groups to a
variety of local restaurants after the
Saturday liturgies. The conversation and
fellowship is always delightful. We also
have regular social get-togethers. Plan to
join us at more than just the liturgies.

Newsletter Submissions: Please
continue to contribute items to make our
newsletter truly the voice of all our
members. First time submissions are highly
encouraged. Send your thoughts to the
editor: Bob Singleton, 4520 Stanford Ct.,
Houston, TX 77041-8840 or put them on
the recorder at 937-3310, or email to
bobsin~eworld.com

WIsh List: Dignity/Houston is need
of the following items:: recycling bins,
more kitchen cabinets.

EDITORIALS

From the pen of our president, Steve
Ruimveld
Happy New Year

Even though this is written before
the New Year, I find myself
looking forward to January 1.

The start of the New Year is always
exciting; the prospects for change and
moving in new directions is .appealing. I
find myself looking ahead and planning
projects for Il'o/ house, working on certain
personal issues that I would like to
Change,trying to be more efficient at work
and several other goals that are too
numerous to list.

But as I look forward at what I
would like to change and what I would
like to accomplish,1realize that I often
forget to take this time to revel in what I
have already accomplished. It is
important for each of us at this time to
lOOKover the past year and see what we
have done. Sometimes I find myself
worrying so much about what needs to be
done in the future that I fail to enjoy the
accomplishments of the past year. So many
times r look back over the year and say to
myself "Gosh, I did that four months ago?"

So as the New Year commences, rook
ahead to what you want to do, but also
take the time to look back at what you
have done. I think you will be amazed at
how much each of us has accomplished,
and when I look at that, I see that maybe
there is hope for change after all. Maybe
things will change in 1996.T

From the pen of George M. Wetzel
Taking Responsibility

As 1995 drew to a close, the
Roman hierarchy had little
to be pleased with. Faced

with the public rejection of its policies
through the defeat of the Polish
presidential election, the church
referendum in Germany and the defeat of
the divorce referendum in Ireland, it had
little to show for its compassionless
rigorism which so sharply divides our
church.

And, just as the debate on ordaining
women priests had risen to the surface for
general discussion in Catholic circles (it
might be added, for the first time in its
2000 year history), out came the last BIG
GUN to destroy the opposition -
Infallibility! The ultimate trump card was
invoked to end the discussion.

Hans Kling, dissident German
theologian, in a masterly essay on the
progress and process of these events in the
NCR (December 15, 1995) carefully and
cautiously outlined just how this has
occurred. He carefully points out that
though Cardinal Ratzinger's name
appears on the letter, it was the
Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith
that made the fateful decision.

It might be of interest to ask just
where this doctrine of infallibility (only
taught officially since Vatican I) gets its
support. None of the Orthodox churches
of the East give it allegiance, nor do the
Churches of the Reformation buy into its
power and majesty. And, if you look
around, and ask in a serious and honest
tone, I suspect that even the majority of
Catholics do not buy it. And, don't forget,
this particular instance of claiming a male-
only priesthood, condemns a practice that

has long since been tried and tested in the
churches of the Reformation.

And where does this lead us. I quite
agree with Kling that the only way out of
tills dilemmawill be the convening of the
next ecumenical council.

Hans Kling: "If the Catholic Church
is to have a future in the Third
Millennium after Christ, it must
renounce this medieval Roman system
in favor of a genuine Catholicity-
and this is not just Il'o/ conviction.
The last absolute monarchy of God's
grace in Europe must be replaced by a
genuine pastoral papal primacy in the
spirit of Gregory the Great and John
XXIII. What we must be able to hear
from Rome once again is the voice of a
g<;>adsh~herd, not that of a spiritual
dictator

Amen. Welcome to 1996.T

From the pen of J. Keith Wright
The Pouting Jesus

Duringthe Christmas season, we
recall the stories of Jesus'
conception and birth, of

Mary's travails, and of the presentation
of Jesus to humanity. In the Western
Church, we identify this Epiphany or
Corning Out ofJesus with the visitation of
the Three Sages or Rulers (or whatever
you would call three grown lTH1. who run
around in silk clothes and earrings!).
These three witnesses to God's-Word-
Become-Human in our flesh and blood
represent all of humanity in all our
diversity accepting this divine Coming
Out. In the Eastern Church, this Epiphany
or Corning Out is identified as the baptism
of Jesus in the Jordan, the descent of the
Spirit, and the voice from heaven: "You
are Il'o/ child, the one I love - you are a



blessing." (Mark 1:9-11; note the birth
imagery of Jesus bursting forth from the
waters lends support to the notion that the
author of this gospel may have been a
woman, cf. Mark 4:1-9). Which ever of
these two beautiful Corning Out stories we
recall at this season, we still encounter the
problem of the so-called lost years of
Jesus, the story of his life from just after
birth to the beginning of ministry.
Certainly, early Christians told stories
about the young adulthood of Jesus.

"When this boy, Jesus, was five years
old, he was playing at the ford of a
rushing stream. He was collecting the
flowin~ water into ponds and made the
water Instantly pure. . .. He then made
soft clay and shaped it into twelve
sparrows. He did this on the Sabbath day
... But when a Jew saw what Jesus was
doing ... he immediately went off and told
Joseph, Jesus' father: See here, your boy is
at the ford and has taken rrnrl and
fashioned twelve birds with it, and so has
violated the Sabbath. So Joseph went
there ... and shouted: Why are you doing
what's not permitted on the Sabbath? But
Jesus simply clapped his hands and
shouted to the sparrows: Beoff, flyaway,
and remember rre, you who are now
alive!" (InTh 2:1-6)

As we can hear from this short excerpt,
many of the controversies raised in the
other gospels have been retro-jected into
this Infancy Gospel of Thomas. But the
Jesus of this gospel can be peevish and
pout like any adolescent: Jesus causes a
boy who insults him to "wither." Later, a
boy who merely bumps into Jesus is caused
to die. Scholars who try to teach this
"boy wonder" are rebuked or cursed by
Jesus. Such actions by Jesus are typical,
infantile exercises of rage and power. If
such events were all that constituted this
gospel, we might dismiss this tradition as
mere, frivolous. But the close reader of
this gospel can readily detect a gradual
turning from pouting to healing in the
actions of Jesus.

Jesus raises up a child who had fallen
from a roof while playing; he also heals a
young man who cut off his foot while
chopping wood. Jesus performs a miracle
by carrying water for this mother in his
cloak, after he has broken a water jar.
Later Jesus raises up both a dead infant
and a construction worker. This Infancy
Gospel ends with the canonical story of
the twelve-year-old Jesus disputing with
the scholars in the temple at Jerusalem.

Such stories about Jesus are not
highfalutin, theological discourses, which
is probably the reason why "The Fathers
of the Church," (actually celibate and
perhaps emotionally and sexually
dysfunctional men) were eager to label
such stories about Jesus heretical. Yet for
us, such stories about Jesus can provide a
fruitful harvest of spiritual insight.

The lessons of the Infancy Gosp,el of
Thomas are easily lost on "patristic' ears,
on the ears of those who have never raised
children. "Matristic" or Marian
interpretations are, in contradistinction,
quite obvious. Jesus develops from the
pouting, "terrible twos" mto young
adulthood. His responses change from
threats and curses to healings and
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blessings. The Infancy Gospel of Thomas
affords a rare insight into the complete act
of incarnation: God is born into the
world of human body and blood and
development. Children are not little
adults, they are children. Thus, Jesus, true
child of God and of Mary of Nazareth,
grew and matured though childhood into
adulthood - Mary and Joseph were to
watch this unfolding of the great plan of
salvation. In the Infancy Gospel, we too
observe Jesus maturing from the pouting,
peevish youngster into a young adult.

My faith is strengthened by the
knowledge that Jesus experienced
everything that every developing girl or
boy would experience. Jesus must have
come into a gradual recognition of his
mission, of his messiahship, of his - that
would be the truly human way! So would
a loving God let this most beloved of Her
children approach Himself in diving self-
revelation.

How should such an insight guide our
progress through the present year of
grace?

Look for changes in Jesus awareness of
his mission in the gospel readings from
Matthew. How does Jesus deal with his
fellow Jews, with non-jews, with his
disciples?

After our celebration of the birth of
Jesus, we journey the instructions of
.Ordinary Time towards the Paschal
mystery. We must ask ourselves during
this journey: What is the meaning of
sacrifice, what is the meaning of salvation,
what is the meaning of redemption in
"matristic," in Marian theology? How do
such insights differ from poisonous,
"patristic" theology?

Be a child again! Pout and then be
prepared to grow, as Jesus did! T

From the pen of Keith
D.
Magnificat-The
Mary's Triumph

Wright, Ph.

Song of

During the preparatory season
of Advent, we considered the
illegitimate birth of Jesus, as

suggested in gospel sources. Matthew's
family tree of Jesus clearly aligns the
situation of Mary with those of four of
her sisters in Hebrew scripture. All of
these women were victims of abuse,
prejudice, and religious legalisms.

The Magnificat is a daily yrayer in
the Divine Office. This gospe canticle
forms part of vespers, the evening prayer
of the 'People of God. So specia1 is this
canticle that a sacred gesture, such as the
sign of the cross, is included just as at the
proclamation of the gospel at Mass.

A problem in understanding Mary's
references to her "lowliness" and
"humiliation," in most English
translations has always confronted
interpreters of this first, Christian sermon
of the new Testament. Clearly, in view of
our exploration of Mary's rape and Jesus'
illegitimate birth, we can understand such
terms as referring to Mary's affliction and
humiliation at the hands of her assailant
and of an unsympathetic society.

We can pray the Magnificat, as Mar)'
did, as a song of thanksgiving for God s
help in overcoming afflictions and "put-
downs" of all sorts! t

The Canticle of Mary
My soul praises U you for your greatness,°God;
My every breathe of life is a cry of

laughter because of you, my healer,
because you did not discount my
humiliation and affliction,though I am
but a servant in your household.

And look now!
From this day forward, every generation

will call me fortunate, for you, who
have power over all creation, have done
great deeds for me.

Your name is holy, and your comfort
extends forever to all who love you.

You have shown the strength of you arms;
you disrupt the plans of those who
think they are better than others. You
pull down the powerful from their high
places; you lift up those they afflict and.

You give the hungry their fill;you send the
rich away empty.

You embrace the men and women who are
the descendants of Rachel, Leah, their
sisters, and Israel.

For this is what you promised Abraham
and Sarah: we, their children, should
~~~o~your comfort forever. (Lk 1:46-

Does It Matter?

[This poem was written by an anonymous
high school student. Reprinted from
Growing Up Gay/Growing Up Lesbian: A
Literary Anthology available at
Crossroads.]

My father asked if I am gay
I asked Does it matter?
He said No not really
I said Yes.
He said get out of my life
I guess it mattered.

My boss asked if I am gay
I asked Does it matter!
He said No not really
I told him Yes.
He said You're fired, faggot
I guess it mattered.

My friend asked if I am gay
I said Does it matter?
He said Not really
I told him Yes.
He said Don't call me your friend
I guess it mattered.

My lover asked Do you love me?
I asked Does it matter?
He said Yes.
I told him I love you
He said Let me hold you in my arms
For the first time in my life something
matters.
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llam - 2pm "SUNDAY
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29 30 JANUARY BIRTIIDAYS
-----------------------------------------
11 - Ed G.

- Greg M.
17 - Marlon B.
19 - Bill G.

23 - Kevin K.
24 - Rhonda S.
27 - Jeff B.

All events at Dignity Center unless stated otherwise. Please bring non-perishable foods and toiletries to be placed
in front of the altar at each Dignity liturgy for Stone Soup.



My God asked me Do you love yourself?
I said Does it matter?
He said Yes.
Isaid How can Ilove myself? I am Gay
He said That is the way Imade you
Nothing again will ever matter. 'Y
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NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

This newsletter is a publication through whicn Dignity members can share their news items, thoughts, ideas, experi-
ences, and feelings with each other. Opinions expressed are those of the individual writer and are not to be construed
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General meeting

On Saturday January 20,
Dignity Houston hosted the
first General meeting for 1996.

Kevin gave a financial summary for the
1995 fiscal year ending December 31,
1995. Any rrember may request a coPy of
this report from Kevin for his/her review.
Questions were raised about the amount
of money spent on advertising and to the
effectiveness of this expense. The board
welcomes ideas on this subject as we will
be considering this expense over the next
few months. .

Victor gave a summary of the Social
Team's agenda over the next few months.
On the third Saturday of each month.
Dignity will celebrate the birthdays of
membersduring that month. To celebrate
Valentine's Day the community is invited
to go roller skating at a local skating rink.
Details will follow. Cinema night has
been going well with a regular attendance
and will continue on the 2nd and 4th
Friday of each month. Plans for a monthly
activity are being considered. Bring your
ideas to the Social Team.

Jim reported on the progress of the
Liturgy Team. The Lenten season is being
planned with ideas of weekly prayer
service and/ or reflections on the
scriptures. Plans for a retreat in the
Spnng are in the works. Fr. Bill Tartar
has expressed interest in being a
facilitator and we are looking for an out
of town location for the retreat. Due to
scheduling conflicts it seems that Dignity
may have to consider having lay services
on some of our Saturdays. WIth this in
mind the liturgy team will need your help
in planning and participating in these
services. Please offer your time and help.

Bob Heer reported on membership
projects. Letters are being written to our
visitors and efforts to reach out to new
organizations are in progress. Any help
would be appreciated.

As you can see there are a lot of goals
and challenges on which the board is
working. All ideas are welcomed and any
help or volunteerism is greatly needed.

Let's try to make Dignity Houston grow in
'96.

Regional Visit in March

The weekend of March 1-3 will
mark a special visit from
Digni~ Mountain Plains (MPR)

Regional Coordmator Gary Kayler and
Regional Coordinator Joe Sinico. This is
an opportunity for each of us to learn
more about the function, direction and
structure of the MPR. Please plan on
attending mass on Saturday March 2 to
make welcome these individuals to Dignity
Houston.

Birthday Anyone?

As part of the Dignity goal to
increase social interaction
among our members, Dignity

will monthly be celebrating the birthdays
of those members who are having a
birthday in that month. The -fete
anniversaire will be held each third
Saturday. February's children will be
feted on February 17.

Dignity Mountain
Regional Conference

Plains

Mark your calendars for the
weekend April 12-14 to
attend the Spring Conference

for the Dignity Mountain Plains Region
(MPR). This conference will be hosted by
Dignity /San Antonio with the theme By
the Grace of God, I Am Who I Am This
conference is a great opportunity to learn
more about Dignity USA, its direction and
to rreet other people who are involved in
making Dignity what it is today.

More details will follow. If enough
interest is generated we may consider
renting a van to caravan down to San
Antonio, so please keep this date in mind
so we can plan ahead!

Coming events

Board Meetings-Feb. 1 & 15, 6:30PM
Women's Softball organization meeting-
Feb. 4, 3:00-?
Liturgy Team Meeting-Feb. 8, 7:00PM
Special Valentine's Day Service-Feb. 11.
Skate night-Feb. 13
Birthday celebrations-Feb. 17
Ash Wednesday Service-Feb. 21
Regional Officer Visit-Mar.-3
Regional Conference-April 12-14

Diocesan Sunday Afternoon
Vespers Series

Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111
Pierce St., is celebrating Evening Prayer
(Vespers) at 5:30 p.m monthly. All are
invited to take part in this beautiful
liturgy of the Church. Choral music is
provided by a special choir formed to sing
for the Evening Prayers. The schedule:

Sunday, February 19 Ordinary Time
Evening Prayer

Sunday, March 17 Lenten Evening
Prayer

Sunday, April 21 Evening Prayer for
the Easter Season

Sunday, May 19
Ascension/Pentecost Evening Prayer

Sunday, June 7 Corpus Christi
Evening Prayer

Lenten Exercises

The Franciscan brothers at Kolbe
House will hold six evenings of
prayer, study and reflection

entitled The Lenten Scriptures for
Gay /Lesbian Christians. The evenings
will be held at Kolbe House, 1509
Fairview (522-8182) at 7:30 p.m on
Wednesdays, Feb. 21, 28, Mar 6, 13, 20,
and 27. This is an excellent Lenten
practice in preparation for Easter!



Stone Soup

Donations to Stone Soup have
fallen off in the last few
weeks. Please remember to

bring non-perishable items to be placed at
the altar at our Saturday night liturgies.
Toiletries, paper bags, and' especially
items for women are needed too.

From the pen of Bob Heer
Theatre Thoughts & More

Itis apparent that Iembarked on my
"long winter's nap" last month,
missing the deadline for ITo/ article

in the January Newsletter. In an effort to
do better this year, I have completed this
February schedule by January 7. There's
one resolution that has been kept!
A. D. Players (2710 W. Alabama)

Summerhope, a comedy by Deborah
Echol, opening Feb. 9.

Alley Theatre (615 Texas) Shakespeare's
Antony & Cleopatra, Julius Caesar with
Vanessa and Corin Redgrave on
alternate dates thru Feb. 10.

The Company on Stage (536 Westbury
Square) Fox Fire, a play with songs, by

Susan Cooper & Hurre Cronin, Fri.,
Sat., 8 p.m. thru Mar. 2.

Houston Ballet (Wortham Center) Cruel
Garden, Thurs.-Sun., Feb. 22-25.

Houston Grand Opera (Wortham
Center) La Boheme, thru Feb. 4; Four
Saints in Three Acts thru Feb. 9.

HSPV A (4001 Stanford) To Kill a
Mockingbird adapted by Christopher
SergeI, Thurs.-Saf., Feb. 22-24 & Feb.
29-Mar. 1, 7:30 pm. Sat., Mar. 2, 3:30
:pm.

Main Street Theatre (2540 Times Blvd.)
With and Without by Jeffery Sweet thru
Feb. 4; opening Feb. 7 Pride and
Prejudice by Jane Austen, adapted by
Rebecca Udden at Chelsea Market
(Former Spellbinders), Wed., Thurs.,
7:30p.m., Fri.,Sat. 8p.m., Sun., 4f.m.

Stages Repertory Theatre (320 Allen
Pkwy) Edward Albee's first Pulitzer
Prize play, A Delicate Balance thru Feb.
4; opening Feb. 14 Amphitryon, Thru.-
Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m.

Theatre LaB Houston (1706 Alamo) Box
Office of the Damned, off-Broadway
musical by Michael James Ogborn, Fri.,
Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m. thru Feb. 11.

Theatre Suburbia (1410 W. 43rd)
Murder in Green Meadows by Douglas
Post, Fri., Sat. Thru Feb. 3.

Theatre Under the Stars (Music Hall,
810 Bagby) Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Carousel, Feb. 2-18.

!l(pJuiem aetemam dona tis, q)omine,
et ~perpetullluaat tis.
Please remember in }four prayers our
Dignity dead who died In past Pebruarfs:
02-17 Rev. Mr. Frank Silver (93)
02-21 John Elliott (94)
02-22 Eddie Abshire (89)

ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

T-shirts: T-shirts ($10.00) with the
Dignity /Houston logo.

New York Times: Sunday morning
coffee, munchies, stimulating conversation
and reading and sharing of newspaper
and magazine articles every Sunday from
11a.m. to 2 prn Although the Times will
generally be held at Dignity Center, please
call 880-2872 for the current meeting
place.

Free Membership!: Digni!y
Houston offers free membership In
Dignity /VSA for those who match or
exceed a pledge of $7.00 per week
($364.00 per year) in 1995. Keep up your
stewardship and contributions to the only
organization which honestly and
compassionately has served lesbian and

gay Catholics for the last 20 years in
Houston!

Stone Soup: Place offerings of
groceries at the altar weekly. Feminine
hygiene items, toiletries of various kinds
and paper grocer bags are very mum
needed. Tharik you!

Movie Night: The second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7:30 are video
movie nights at Dignity Center. Munchies,
sociability and movies make a very
pleasant Friday evening.

Welcome! New Members: In ad-
dition to our regular Saturday night
liturgies and Sunday afternoon prayers,
new members are invited to join us also at
a Sunday Times in the mornings to get to
know other of our members in a non-
liturgical setting. Dignity members also

informally go to dinner in groups to a
variety of local restaurants after the
Saturday liturgies. The conversation and
fellowship is always delightful. We also
have regular social get-togethers. Plan to
join us at more than just the liturgies.

Newsletter Submissions: Please
continue to contribute items to make our
newsletter truly the voice of all our
members. First time submissions are highly
encouraged. Send your thoughts to the
editor: Bob Singleton, 4520 Stanford Ct.,
Houston, TX 77041-8840 or put them on
the recorder at 937-3310, or email to
bobsin~eworld.com

WIsh List: Dignity/Houston is need
of the following items:: recycling bins,
more kitchen cabinets.

EDITORIALS

From the pen of Alcuin Greenburg
Lent for the Dignity
Community: Some
reflections.

Ifany season of the Church's
calendar allows a special focus on
the individual, Lent would come to

mind as just that season. Such a
conclusion is partially true: the
individual is the principal laborer in the
activities of this season. And not unlike

all Church-related activities: Lent is the
'work' of the Body of Christ -
community / assembly and members in
concert. Looking forward to Lent, 1996,.1
stumbled upon a strong [for me] expression
for what Lent is about: "We shall be made
fresh wineskins filled with new wine from
the winepress of the cross." Personally,
this statement knows the Paschal Mystery
Who came to be in the Cross experience
unto death, that begot redemptions for all
who would turn afresh with converted
hearts and lives to God.
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Keeping Lent can get lost in questing
for the signs of line: ashes, stark purple,
Way of the Cross devotions, fasting to be
sure to keep the law, and giving something
up without a goal of what re-form it
engenders. These are all good,
recommended, and sometimes legislated
activities when they are external
expression of the wholehearted effort to
turn from sin toward God (con-vert). In
the most obvious way, the pilgrimage of
the catechumens on their proximate way to
the baptismal font of the Easter Vigil to
sacramentally die in Christ in Baptism to



rise with Him into Glory (immediately of
the myterologica of Easter and its fifty
days' sequence to Pentecost). But for all
baptized persons, Lent is a pilgrimage of
walking afresh and with renewed
personal insights that respond to the
contemporary momentsof God's time that
are in their lives that afford the 'new
wine' that needs to be in 'new wineskins'
to age into rich fruitfulness.

This non-catechumenate Lenten
pilgrimage can be marked by several
characteristics: (a) it is an intentional
acceptance of the whole of Lent as the
'work place' for personal con-version.
Ash Wednesday through the Wednesday
of Holy Week is integral: no time-out's, no
exceptions-Lent is either kept or it is not.
The degrees of human compromise to a
perfect Keeping are understandable, but
Lent should not be trivialized with
Pharisaical legalism that ultimate results
in non-speak. "I have kept my Lent
imperfectly" is a refreshing honest
statement that holds the speaker firmly in
the wake of grace.

Ash Wednesday, February 21, 1996,
is the beginning point for the Lent of the
whole Church. It is never a personal Lent:
the whole people of God entering to the
readying of themselves individua1ly and
collectively for the Triduum and thence the
new encounter of the Paschal Mystery.
Blessed ashes, the Scriptures that
accompany their rite, the acceptance of the
blessed ashes as symbolic of personal
resolution for r~ntance focus on a yet
new encounter WIth God are the popular
mark of this point. With and without the
celebration of the Eucharist, they are a
powerful sacramental: they show clearly
what they are supposed to signify-a
conscious awareness of the nothingness of
human stuff when contrasted with the
glory of eternal life. The resolution of this
awareness into life results in such things
as (i) a turning away from sin, (ii)
repentance that embraces restitution
[when appropriate] with resolution for a
new life in grace, (iii) a new or refocused
valuing of materials in a life style: what is
essential, what is necessary, what is nice
to have, and what can be let go. Lent is
frequently marked by a regularity of
personal religious practices: prayers,
some remedial sacrifices, fasting to be in
union with the whole Church, and
sustained reflection on the life and
passion of Christ.

Lent in 1996, celebrated the middle
Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) on the
same day as the Feast of St. Patrick. How
about that for a Providential overlay for
may of God's people! Progressively, the
six weeks of Lent move to encounter
Christ of the Triduum [Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, Easter Vigil]. By
incremental readiness of the family of God
(churches, communities, assemblies,
people) are moved more and more readily
mto an understanding and vision of Christ
the Victim sacrificed as Lamb for the
salvation of all.

With this preparation the finale of
'ordinary' Lent is anticipated in Palm
Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. (palm
Sunday of the Passion of the Lord is on
March 31, 1996.) Bluntly, because the

Catholic has walked conscientiously
along the way of the Lenten series of
weeks and days, s/he is rightly in the
course of the way of the Passion with
palms, songs, and prayers that is this
Sunday's liturgical celebration. And, of
course, the gathering of readied people is
the community who gives thanks for the
Passion of Jesus, praises for his redeeming
action, adoration for the mystery of God
in man and man in God in Mary's Son, and
humbly asks an intentional share in this
saving action. In other words, the lent
kept responsively to graces as they came
along is the Lent that can only be
celebrated as it is described here: fully
with the fullness that is like Christ's.

With hearts full for grace and
personal awareness, the celebration of the
three-part integral feast of the Triduum
(The Triduum is Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, Holy Saturday, tnz., March 4, 5, 6,
1996.) has its own logic and demand.
Holy Thursday focuses on the Institution
of Eucharist in the context if the humility
of Jesus that is let run in such a way that
the liturgies of Holy Thursday do not have
an endirig: they just flow on and away.
Good Friday is the day of the Death of
Christ: the Passion account with Old
Testament introduction, solemn prayer of
the universal Church (the People of God),
the praying of the great prayer (...Pray
thus: Our Father), and Holy Communion
of the Eucharist consecrated on Thursday
and deliberately left over to hinge this day
to its predecessor. Again the rite does not
end: It quits for now. Holy Saturday is a
day consumed with preparations of things
and persons that ends in the celebration of
the Easter Vigil. Here fire, reminances of
the meaning of water and Baptism are
reinforced, the Risen Christ is made
present in the lighted Easter Candle, the
singing of the Glory to God in the
Highest-ending the darkness and
privation of the Lent because Christ the
Savior is here. Communally and
individually, baptismal promises are
renewed: solidifying the effect of Lenten
resolution. Here the Eucharist is of the
Risen Christ: the savior is at hand, come
enter into his keep.

Is this the Dignity community in Lent,
Triduum, Easter? Yes: the whole Church
celebrate the momentsof this holy season:
no one is excluded. Literally the people of
God worship in this moment GOd is One
and His labor is one! At one with the
whole Church the Dignity Community
sings its own Alleluia on Easter Sunday
(In 1996, Easter is on March 7, which is
also the day the Daylight Savings Time
begins viz., March 7 1996 at 2:00 AM
becomes 1:00AM-the day 'feels like' it is
beginning an hour earlier than usual.) in
very identifiable ways, the community can
claim "We are made fresh wineskins filled
with new wine from the winepress of the
cross." T
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From the pen of Steve Ruimveld
What Can We Do?

My excitement for change in the
coming New Year was
squelched by the death of

Frederick Man~ione on January 4 by two
youths who killed him because he was
homosexual. In the days that followed I
seemed to be hypersensitive to the reports
of attacks verb-al and nonverbal on the
gay /lesbian community. First there was
the continued efforts of the AFA to try to
threaten advertisers in the Texas Triangle
by announcing on the radio that they
advertise in a gay/lesbian newspaper.
Then I started to near slurs, from TV, from
people at work, from different public
places such as clubs, restaurants, etc. I
started to feel depressed and overwhelmed
and in some cases ashamed. I also started
to recall past incidents of hurtful things
done to our gay/lesbian communityana I
wondered if things were changing.

I reflected on these issues ana through
they are depressing I realized that we
can't give up hope. Things are changing.
We just have to realize that change is slow
and we must be patient. How many
government officials spoke out about
setting bail at an enormous rate for
Frederick's murderers? Several did. How
many people spoke out about the AFA's
attacks on the Texas Triangle? Several
did. How man 'programs on TV have
gay /lesbian themes? Several do, in fact, a
lot do. How many movies have been made
in the last year with a gay theme? Several.
Would we like to say that there is no
change? I would say there is. I don't
think any of us would argue that we are
much better off today as a communitythan
we were say ten years ago. And that is
because more people have begun to stand
up for themselves as gay and lesbian
individuals.

So although I am depressed at some of
the current attacks on the gay /lesbian
community, I realize that I can fight back
too. I can write letters and support the
people and organizations that are pro-
gay. I can vote. I can choose my friends
and the people I want to be around. And I
can also treat myself as a person who
deserves respect. And in some small way
this will make a change. So '96 may not
have started off bright for the gay/lesbian
community but we still have eleven more
months to go. Let us be patient but
continue to move forward. T

From the pen of George Wetzel
Taking Responsibility

Welcome to 1996. As we can already
discern this is going to be a major election
year. And from now until November we
will be bombarded, like it or not, with the
promises, analyses, criticism and pompous
posings of prospective victors in the
election process.

Greater minds than mine have
reminded us that for all its warts, slime
and sleaze, this is far better than all the
other options, at least in the long run. But
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Dignity/Houston Center, 1307-H Yale, (713) 880-2872

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1- 2 3

~

. Ground Hog Day St. Blase, Blessing of the
. Candlemas Tbiosts

Presentation of 7:00pm Sacrament of
the Lord Reconciliation.

7:30pm MASS

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS-------------------------------------
1 - Peggy R.
5 - Thomas IC.

10 - David D.
17 - Manuel L.

- Gene R.
4
5th Sunday in Ordinary

Time
11am - 2pm ·SUNDAY

NEW YORK TIMES·

11
6th Sunday in Ordinary

Time
11am - 2pm ·SUNDAY

NEW YORK TIMES·

18
7th Sunday in Ordinary

Time
11am - 2pm ·SUNDAY

NEW YORK TIMES·

25
1st Sunday of Lent
11am - 2pm ·SUNDAY

NEW YORK TIMES·
5:30pm COMMUNION

SERVICE

5

12
• Lincohis
,. Birthday

19
President s Day

26

18 - John T.
19 - Steve R.
25 - Phil D.
26 - Bob S.
27 - Jon B.

6 7
7 - 9pm Houston

Pride Band
Rehearsal

13 14
{""'J'''(~St. Valent-
.fint/sDay

7 - 9pm Houston
Pride Band
Rehearsal

20
Shrove Tuesday/

Mardi Gras

21
Ash Wednesday (Fast

and Abstinence)
First day of Lent
7 - 9pm Houston

Pride Band
Rehearsal

27 28
7 - 9pm Houston

Pride Band
Rehearsal

6:30pm BOARD
MEETING

8

£JP
7:00pm LITURGY

TEAM
MEETING

15

~
6:30pm BOARD

MEETING

22a Washington-
7'.'s Birthday

29
Leap Year Day

9

AWii'- •.•
~!"~..- ~

7:30pm CINEMA
NIGHT

16
DEADLINE for

Articles in next
month's
newsletter.

23
(Abstinence)

1m
~

7:30pm CINEMA
NIGHT

o~

10
~ 7:30pm

~:~MASS
Relationship Service

17
~ 7:30pmti. ~::::-..~ MASSIt .
Birthdays Celebration after

Mass.

24 7:30pm
i~-:~MASS

All events at Dignity Center unless stated otherwise. Please bring non-perishable foods and toiletries to be placed
in front of the altar at each Dignity liturgy for Stone Soup.



buckle your seat belts, dear friends, this your opponents is not exactly a new tactic
promises to be quite a bumpy ride. in political discussion-the,Y have merely

Do lay in a good supply of salt, to be picked up one of religion s dark sided
taken liberally in the months ahead. responses to problems they are unwilling
Listen very carefully not only to what is or unable to understand, evaluate or
said but also to how you react to it. solve.
Where does this "change," or "renewal," We certainly do have a complex set of
or "improvement" or "revision" really problems to address politically as this
lead us. Expect and insist that political century's end approaches. I do not feel
reporters and commentators not only ask that any single party or politician has a
perceptive and pertinent questions and true lock on the best solution to these
then watch the result. problems. ?And I do believe we must be

Ifwe are not going to become a nation willing to listen to solutions from all
of political cynics we do need to learn sources.
how to disavow and distance ourselves Listening and evaluation and
from rhetoric and uffery. Demonizin weighing alternatives is generally the job
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Houston, Texas 77008.
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Mailing Address: Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266
Newsletter Address: 4520 Stanford Ct., Houston, TX 77041-8840
Newsletter e-mail: bobsing@eworld.com
Newsletter Phone: (713) 937-3310

Dignity/Houston is dedicated to the welfare of gay and lesbian Catholics and
their friends. Articles published in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the board of Dignity/Houston or the editor. Publication of names and/or
organizations in this newsletter should not be construed as indication of sexual
orientation. Newsletter items may be mailed to the editor at the address above.
Submissions should be kept to less than a column and a half per month per
person submitting, Depending on space availability, some articles may be
edited. Advertising costs for business-card size ads is $10.00 per month, six
months for $50.00. Deadline for receiving articles is the 16th of the previous
month. Membership: $40.oo/year. Couples membership: $74.00/year

Dignity/USA: 1500 Massachusetts Ave, NW, Suite 11, Washington, DC 20005,
1-800-877-8797.

Not certified by the
Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

of politicians alas, it is going to be our
task in the next months to do the same
thing for our political candidates and
parties.

We do need to look to the future, to
solving problems, to fiscal, social and civil
responsibility listen carefully to those
who would have your vote. It is a
priceless gift, not to be squandered on
simple or simpleminded or short tenn
solutions.

We have nothing to loose with our
vote-except honest, responsible and
compassionategovernment. •••

(713) 622-5070

• Corporate and Business Law
• Estate Planning - Wills Trusts

Powers of Attorney
• Personai Injury
• Tax Plann.nq and Preparation
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February 1996

This newsletter is a publication through which Dignity members can share their news items, thoughts, ideas, experi-
ences, and feelings with each other. Opinions expressed are those of the individual writer and are not to be construed
necessarily as those of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA, or of the Catholic Church.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Triduum-Easter
Celebrations

Dignity/Houston will celebrate
this year's Triduum and
Easter together with the

foll?wing clergy.: Holy Thur~day, Fr.
Alvin: Good Friday, Fr. Alcuin; Holy
Saturday, Fr. Don. Plans for Good Friday
include the Passion according to john read
with musical acclamations, using a
traditional and newer text than some of
the older translations. Instruction for this
reading (and the three readers needed)
will be with Jim LeBlanc and a visitor to
Dignity, Fr. Don Neumann to receive the
texts and a practice.

April Birthday
Party
Celebrate our members with April
birthdays on the third Saturday of this
month, April 20, right after mass

Dignity Mountain
Plains Regional
Conference

Mark your calendars for the
weekend April 12-14 to
attend the Spring Conference

for the Dignity Mountain PIains Region
(MPR). This conference will be hosted by
Dignity/San Antonio with the theme By
the Grace of God, I Am Who I Am This
conference is a great opportunity to learn
more about Dignity USA, its direction and
to meet other people who are involved in
making Dignity what it is today.

More details will follow. If enough
interest is generated we may consider
renting a van to caravan down to San
Antonio, so please keep this date in mind
so we can plan ahead!

Coming events
Easter Potluck-Sun., April 6, 4:00 p.m.
Regional Conference in San Antonio-

April 12-14
General meeting-Sat., April 27, after

Mass
Special Mother's Day Service-May 11
Galveston Retreat-May 17-19,

$SO.OO/person

Diocesan Sunday
Afternoon
Vespers Series

Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111
Pierce St., is celebrating Evening Prayer
(Vespers) at S:30 pm monthly. All are
invited to take part in this beautiful
liturgy of the Church. Choral music is
provided by a special choir formed to sing
for the Evening Prayers. The schedule:

Sunday, Apri121 Evening Prayer for
the Easter Season

Sunday, May 19
Ascension/Pentecost Evening Prayer

Sunday, June 9 Corpus Christi
Evening Prayer

Sunday, Sept. 15 Evening Prayer

1

Stone Soup
Please remember to bring non-perishable
items to be placed at the altar at our
Saturday night liturgies. Toiletries, paper
bags, and especially items for women are
needed too.

~ aetemam. tfona
eis, tj)omitte, et fwc
t1erpetua f:uceat tis.
~lease remember in !lour prayers our
Dignity dead who died In past Aprils.
0417 Rev. Walter Guettsche (94)
04-11 Michael Kaney (94)
04-16 James Martin Reagan (91)
04-25 Alex Rodriguez (88)
04-27 Mike Kolodziej (88)



ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

T-shirts: T-shirts ($10.00) with the
Dignity /Houston logo.

New York Times: Sunday morning
coffee,munchies, stimulating conversation
and reading and sharing of newspaper
and magazine articles every Sunday from
11a.m. to 2 pm. Although the Timeswill
generally be held at Dignity Center, please
call 880-2872 for the current meeting
place.

Free Membership!: Dignity
Houston offers free membership in
Dignity /USA for those who match or
exceed .a pledge of $7.00 per week
($364.00per year) in 1995. Keep up your
stewardship and contributions to the only
organization which honestly and
compassionately has served lesbian and

gay Catholics for the last 20 years in
Houston!

Stone Soup: Place offerings of
groceries at the altar weekly. Feminine
hygiene items, toiletries of various kinds
and paper grocer bags are very modi
needed.Tharik you!

Movie Night: The second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7:30 are video
movie nights at Dignity Center. Munchies,
sociability and movies make a very
pleasant Friday evening.

Welcome! New Members: In ad-
dition to our regular Saturday night
liturgies and Sunday afternoon prayers,
new members are invited to join us also at
a Sunday Times in the mornings to get to
know other of our members in a non-
liturgical setting. Dignity members also

informally go to dinner in groups to a
variety of 'local restaurants after the
Saturday liturgies. The conversation and
fellowship is always delightful. We also
have regular social get-togethers. Plan to
join us at more than just the liturgies.

Newsletter Submissions: Please
continue to contribute items to make our
newsletter truly the voice of all our
members. First time submissions are highly
encouraged. Send your thoughts to the
editor: Bob Singleton, 4520 Stanford Ct.,
Houston, IX 77041-8840 or put them on
the recorder at 937-3310, or email to
bobsin~ (between email addresses!)

WIsh List: Dignity/Houston is need
of the following items:: recycling bins,
more kitchen cabinets,

EDITORIALS

From the pen of, Steve Ruimveld

From Your
President

Greetings and salutations!
I hope this newsletter
finds you all in good

health and spirit. I am writing this
after a round with the flu virus th at
has been floating through Houston.
So if you are not up to par, I am
totally sympathetic. All I can
suggest is lots of rest.

With the dawning of April
comes Easter and the end of Lent. I
hope everyone will be able to attend
our services on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday and our potluck dinner en
Sunday late afternoon.

This year a special thanks goes
to our presiders who have special
readings and sermons for these
services. Also thanks goes to all the
readers who took time to prepare.

More thanks goes to Keith who
hosted a special service followed by
a movie each Friday in Lent. Also a
special, special thanks goes to Bill
who presided every Sunday during
Lent. Many people have mentioned
their enjoyment of these services and
events.

Looking over this season, we can
each be proud of the dedication and
devotion of our community. May we
each continue 00 this path and look
fornew ways to serve our community.

During the second weekend in
April Dignity San Antonio will host
the Regional Conference. Kevin and
myself will be representing Dignity
Houston as our two delegates. I am
looking forward to meeting the
Regional officers as well as the
many members of our Dignity family.
I hope several of you will be
attending this conference to be more
involved with Dignity.

The end of April winds down
with our quarter report 00 April 27.
Team reports as well as a financial
report will be part of the meeting.
Please plan to attend and bring any
ideas or concerns you may have to
this general meeting.

As for the coming months, I am
happy to announce we will be having
a retreat the third weekend in May
in Galveston. The title of the retreat
is Prophesy on the Beach and will
revolve around the recent best seller,
The Celestine Prophesy. Many
thanks go to Jim, Carolyn and
Margaret who moved forward with
the idea and found a site for the
retreat. The cost will be $50.00 per

2

person for the entire weekend; so
please plan on attending. The retreat
should be a time for spiritual growth
as well as a chance to get to know
each other in a different
environment.

We are also looking into a joint
potluck in June with several
different organizations. The idea is
to get together with several
different groups in a social setting. If
you are interested in being involved
or have any ideas please talk to one
of the board members.

We are also planning to build a
float for Gay Pride Week. You will
notice that we are asking for
donations in the form of a second
collection. This event is important as
it brings visibility to our
organization in the gay and lesbian
community. Last year we had
several visitors attend our services
as a result of our being in the parade.·
So lend us your help.

Many exciting things are
happening in Dignity Houston. Be a
part of these events, or if you have
an idea, help bring it to action by
getting involved. We can only move
forward if we all take steps ..•.



From the pen of George Wetzel

Taking
Responsibility

At the liturgy highlighting the story of
the raising from the dead of Lazarus, an
antiphon intones, "Take the stone away!
Come out!Come out!

While this certainly fits the context of
that gospel story, it would also seem
appropriate to consider for Coming Out or
SOlidaritySunday liturgies in the future.

It seems to rre that the connection
between death and coming out is quite a
valid one. No, closeted people are not
physically dead, but they are on
compromised.life-support as long as their
lives depend on the fear, denial and
deception of closetry.

Assuming second (or lower) class
status is the goal of those lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered individuals
who help keep the stone covering their
true nature for fear that the
stink/knowing will drive away people,
opportunities and options for them.

I believe we are all given the very
dysfunctional nature of our society on
sexual matters to some extend always in
the process of making judgments about
where and with whom and just how to
comeout!

Looking carefully at the roots of our
own internalized homophobia is the
surest way to approach to use facing the
often hostile, ignorant, denial-rich and
compassion's face of others in our society.
It is only when we are armed with the
truth and confidence and sincerity ofJ'ust
who we are and what role we inten to
play in our world that we can begin to
Formulate our strategies for dealing with
others in our society.

Homophobia still ranks very high on
the list of acceptable behavior of those
whose i~orance, intolerance of others,
fear of 'the different," and the eternal
search for a group to blame for the dreary,
lifeless and often violent existence of their
lives. Make no mistake, gentle reader, fear
and hatred and jealousy, when stiffed up
in a clever speech or thorough reliance on
lies or half-truths can erupt in an orgy of
recrimination, discrimination and overt
violence. If you doubt that, just look at the
fate of the Jewish people in this century.

Yes, take the stone away! Come out!
Comeout! Come out of the closets of fear
and loathing and self-incrimination and
rejoice in the risen Jesus Christ .•

From the pen of J. Keith Write,
.Ph.D.

The Passion,
Death, and
Closeting of
Inclusivity
According to
Dignity/Houston

Why did you first come to
Dignity /Houston? Why do ~ou continue
to come to Di~ty /Houston. Why have
you jointed Dignity/USA?

All of us maintain some relationship
with Dignity for several and different
reasons. Take a look at
Dignity /Houston's or Dignity/USA's
statements of purpose: We are a lay
(=People of God) organization dedicated
to the spiritual comfort, education and
empowennent of Lambdan Christians.
There have always been lesbian and gay
Christians: the Marys, John, Lazarus,
Judas, Paul, the Syrian women, Ambrose,
Augustine and many others. There have
also always been gay and lesbian clergy
- mainly bishops and popes!

Sadly, inclusivity is a
past accomplishment
and a present failure of
Dignity/Houston!

But why are you a member of
Di ity?

~or many of us, Dignity was the first
church organization who welcomed us to
share in the fullness of the Mystical Body
of Jesus, especially because we were
lambdan. In addition to spiritual support
through dedicated clergy, Dignity offered
us many social activities: holiday meals
and celebrations, Sunday morning get-
togethers, Friday movies, Saturday
dinners and forays into the Montrose,
computer bulletin boards, and some sports
activities.

Importantly, within our religious and
social activities, there is/was an
overarching critique of any system or
hierarchy which excluded us because we
are lambdan, or people of color, or women,
or divorced, or Iarnbdan parents, or
transexual, or lambdan clergy, or non-
Roman, or Latina/Latino, or bisexual, or
Asian-American, or recovering Catholics,
or parents, Siblings, spouses, or children
of lambdan Christians.

Sadly, inclusivity is a past
accomplishment and a present failure
of Dignity/Houston! What will the
future of inclusivity be in
Dignity /Houston?

Can we chronicle the Gospel of the
passion, death, and closeting of mclusivity
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in our supposedly all-embracing
community?

First, our inclusive Cannons or
Eucharistic Prayers, in weekly use since
at least 1988, suddenly became
"inappropriate." Once glance at the
Liturgy Documents of Vatican II evinces
the patriarchal, hierarchical, fascist, anti-
Christian bias of even such relatively
progressive feints towards inclusivity.
Certainly, the loss of our dear sister,
Cathy Lenahan, encouraged pro-
hierarchy liturgists to dismantle our
inclusive liturgies. Witness also the
decrease in the valued participation of our
sisters in our liturgies. This inability to
include women - straight and lesbian -
in any form of progressive, holy, Christie
and Eucharist ce1ebrations give bold
witness to the closeting of inclusivity in
Dignity /Houston. Men can help, but
women, our sisters must lead in this fight,
as Cathy did. We must learn to support
each other by dropping our sexist baggage!

Second, both the wider church as well
as Dignity require the active participation
of dedicated and skilled liturgists and
musicians. How often have we allowed
these essential and dedicated mainsprings
of our community to be overworked,
under-appreciated, and ill-compensated?

Third, loss of inclusivity re-enforces
and invites closeting. When we dare not
demand liturgical equality within the
Mystical Body of Jesus, within the
Eucharistic celebration of freedom, how
can we possibly assert ourselves in any
other situation?

Witness the decay and
putrefaction of inclusivity within
Dignity/Houston:

First. we lose our lin~uisti~ plural!tv
- we enJoy no more readings in Spanish
and English (or any other languages of our
community). Second,we lose our inclusive
eucharistic prayers. Third, we forfeit the
bread symbol to "plastic" neco-wafers -
remote in form from any bread we
consume. Fourth, we substitute our valid
attempts at inclusifying Scriptural
readings with respect to both God and
people language with Ratzinger-
sycophantic drivel. Fifth, we attempt to
clothe our mainly, patriarchal and
hierarchical failures in the stinking
shroud of Roman piety.

If lesbians and gays, if
women, if those who
pray in other languages
and in other cultural
milieux can no longer
enjoy liturgical equality:
We all lose - each of usl

If women cannot enjoy litur~ical
equality in the Catholic order, then neither
can people of color, or lesbians and gays,
or the divorced, or those electing
reproductive freedom, or those embracing
"Frei-tod" / suicide, or those choosing



"artificial(?)" insemination, or those
deciding cases of "just war(?)" on their
own, or those arbitrating ecological
justice, or women and rren who seek an
end to genocide and guarantees of human
rights. If lesbians and gays, if women,
if those who pray in other languages
and in other cultural milieux can no
longer enjoy liturgical equality: We all
lose - each of us!

The real and actual and grievous loss
of equality we are now experiencing in
Digruty /Houston has ominous
consequences. You are being forced back
into a closet! 1£ you can't worship
inclusively, how can you worship gayly?
Doesn't Dignity's lack of inclusivity
encourage us to fester in the miasma of
self-hatred and internalized homophobia,
gynecophobia, and xenophobia? Isn't
Dignity fulfilling the ro1e of a co-
dependent in allowing us. to cling to
urihealthy delusions of what Christian
"tradition" really is? Critics of
inclusivity still like to trivialize Cathy's
service and dedication to our community. I
have had to endure the trivializing of the
working of the Spirit through Cathy
within the Dignity community at meetings
of the Worship and Hospitality Team.

The Easter tomb, like the
closet, should be empty!
Jesus rose from the
dead. Can we?

Many of you know Ire as just one of
many active and dedicated members of our
community, including the members of our
board and our presiders. Many of you
have noticed that I cannot be physically
present at our weekly Saturday liturgies.
For Ire, participation in non-inclusive
liturgy is a NEAR OCCASION OF SIN!

We must appreciate that non-
inclusivity is merely a subtle attempt to
force you and Ire back into a sexual-
liturgical closet!

I must absent myself from non-
inclusive liturgy. I won't go back into any
closet. Thus, -Dignity /Houston becomes
just another queer social organization for
Ire, bereft of any deeper spiritual
dimension. The Easter tomb, like the
closet, should be empty! .

Jesus rose from the dead. Can we? ~

From the pen of Bob Singleton

Liturgical Pain
Because of the rhythms of Il"o/theatre

and teaching work there are time of the
year when itbecomes hard for me to attend
Dignity Saturday evening liturgies. Many
of you have noticed over the last ten years
that the spring and summer are two
seasons of the year when I am most absent.

Usually Il"o/participation in Dignity
liturgies affirms, uplifts, and raises rre
spiritually. However, lately, when I do
attend, I have corne away feeling troubled,
even angry.

The primary reason for my discomfort
has been what I perceive as a slow
devolution occurring in style and tone of
our liturgies.

I, like so many of you, years ago
pulled away from the church of ny
childhood because of the pain I
experienced through well-meaning nuns,
pnests, and lay people who asked Ire to
accept, without question, what was
ultimately hurtful. I believed that if the
church is right (and it must be since it was
founded by Christ himself), then I must be
wrong, sinful, not only not worthy of love,
but also better off dead. Such teaching
eventually lead to a pathetic suicide
attempt and the realization that I had to
personally take responsibility for my own
feelings. Consequently, my young, barely
adult mind taught me to distance myself as
much as possible from those that hurt Ire
That included also the church.

"Why are there no
women up at the altar in
Dignity?"

But I began my return when I heard of
Dignity. Here was a call from not only the
H01y Roman Catholic Church of ny
childhood, but also a place I could be
myself and know that God really did love
me! When I first started attending Dignity,
I loved the comfort of "returning horne,"
but I soon realized I had to take on a new,
grave responsibility of not passing on the
same hurtful thinking that.had been taught
to Ire That included not accepting the
pervasive anti-woman bias that not only
my church had taught Ire, but that I had
internalized to the very core of Il"o/being
as an adolescent homosexual boy. As a
frightened, troubled emerging gay boy I
had learned to fear women and had
learned to demean these objects of my fear.

Then I rret Cathy Lenahan and later
the Two Maureens and the Dominicans
who worked so hard to assemble the
booklets of inclusive liturgies that Dignity
used for so many years. Their courageous
efforts opened my eyes to my own internal
eyil-doing and I have since worked hard
smce to learn to accept everyone - not
just women - but also other "objects" I
had learned to scorn such as obviously
gay men, people of color, transvestites,
transsexuals, in short, anyone I perceived
to be different from Ire And now, having
experienced the power of hurtful language
(the only carrier of hurtful thought), [have
worked relentlessly to eliminate sexist
and discriminatory language from ny
being.

Lately when I have attended Dignity
Liturgies, praying is difficult because the
words I hear and the words printed negate
all the growth I have made. I am deeply
saddened by this regression about rre. I
recognize the human need for a
"comfortable home, for a warm, safe nest,"
but that need is not OK if that fuzzy
feeling is bought at the expense of others.
All leaders who have ever lead humanity
to destroy other humans have done so

4

ostensibly for the "comfort, the homeland,
the safety" of their own people. They
manipulate through their appeal to
"tradition." It is a reduction to an "us Vs
them" mentality. Such dichotomy can only
lead to pain and destruction. No matter
how hard we may resist change, we must
always move toward inclusivity, even
with those we disagree with.

At a somewhat recent Dignity liturgy
a visiting presider challenged us with the
question, 'Why are there no women up at
the altar in Dignity?" A prophetic voice!
This last month I was filled with joy as I
read Keith Wright's article (printed
above) when it arrived in the mail, I
reveled as I typed it. I hope that the Spirit
of Wisdom and Love has begun to speak in
our Dignity community. I pray that we all
allow ourselves to "let the scales fall from
our eyes," that we take our fingers out of
our ears and listen to what She has to say
to us. ~

A Review by Kaye Ashe (exerpted
from the NCR 3-22-96)

Celibacy as Gift
Celibacy: Means of Control or
Mandate of the Heart?
By Michael H. Crosby
Ave Maria Press, 242 pages, $12.95 paper

While John Paul II staunchly defends,
even exalts, priestly celibacy, various
polls give evidence that a majority of
Cathohcs see the legal imposition of the
rule as unhealthy and unnecessary.
Crosby offers both sides a scriptural and
historical framework, which will only
strengthen their convictions.

SCripture makes it clear that celibacy
is a gift. God gives it freely to whom God
wills, and the gift does not always
coincide with a can to priestly ministry.

In his second chapter, Crosby ushers
us through four periods during which the
regulation of priests' sexuality progressed
from exhortations for periodic continence
to a general rule of priestly celibacy
applicable everywhere in churches of the
Latin rite. A distressing aversion in
regard to sexuality, a contempt for women
viewed as seductresses driven by an
insatiable lust, and what were considered
the demands of cultic purity accompanied
this progression.

~e views on all of this have
changed, a stubborn defense of enforced
celibacy persists in the post-Vatican II
era. Croby's analysis lays heavy stress on
the need for control that underlies the
celibacy requirement and the intimidation
and fear that keeps it in place despite its
internal contradictions and the evolution
of theology and culture that has largely
robbed it of meaning.

The second haIf of Celibacy presents it
as a valid life choice for those who accept
it as gift, not because it is a "higher way,"
not even because it frees for ministry, but
because it is one way of giving expression
to the most fundamental relationship in
one's life - the relationship with God.
Crosby places celibacy in a context of
warm, intimate relations, contemplation



and community, which are necessary to
sustain it.

It is a volume that comes from both
mind and heart; one' senses the urgency
with which it is written and one admires
the courage that gave it birth.

Crosby has done the church a service
in writing this book. It is not a service that
will be universally appreciated. But both
those who seek to understand celibacy
and those who try to live it authentically
will find light and comfort in its pages ...••

From the pen of Keith Wright

Lent is Something
to Sing About!

Gregory the Great was a prayerful
monastic, elected pope in 590.Many of the
spiritual jewels of the Roman.rite, which
we today call "Gregorian," actually date
from after the days of Gregory the Great,
although he may have been the inspiration.
Even as Roman bishop, Gregory preserved
a monk's desire for prayer to sanctify the
passing of the hours, days, and season.
The Lenten hymn, Audi, Benigne Conditor
(Listen, Kind Creator), is one of
Gregory's.

Audi, Benigne Conditor

Listen to my/rayers, dry my tears,
o loving Go , who made the universe.

DignitylHouston
meets Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at

1307 Yale, Suite H
Houston, Texas 77008.

(713) 880-2872

Mailing Address: Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266
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Not certified by the
Texas Board 01 Legal
Specialization

This is the holy time of Lent, of Spring,
when all with special devotion turn to you.

You search my heart;
I seek your throne.
I seek pardon, in my sorrow;
You save my soul, before I ask.

I open my heart beforeyou, Eternal One;
I have not always turned from evil to good.
I seek your mercy.
Heal me of my wounds and weakness.

Lent and Spring are times of fSTowth;
Let me mature throughout thzs season.
A praying, fasting heart
Hungers Jar the just and holy.

o tender God, One in Three,
Strengthen our will to followj·ustice.
To love you, all neighbors, an even me,
Let these your Lenten fruiting be.

ROBERT J. HUGOS
A TTORNEY AT LA W, CPA

622-5070(713)

• Corporate and Business Law
• Estate Planning - Wills Trusts

Powers of Attorney
• Personal Injury
• Tax Planning and Preparation
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- Fr. Don K.
- Sandra T.

Lisa G.
Mike T.

18 - Stan F.

20 - Mark M.
22 - Paul M.

John W.
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All events are at Dignity Center unless stated otherwise. Please bring non-perishable foods and toiletries to each Dignity liturgy for Stone Soup,



NEWSLETTER
June 1996

This newslette: is a ,?ublication throug~ ~hich Dignity members can share their news items, thoughts, ideas, experi-
ences, an.dfeelmgs wzth each other. Opinions expressed are those of the individual writer and are not to be construed
necessanly as those of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA, or of the Catholic Church.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celestine Proph-
esy on Galveston
Island

Reflections
Retreat

Thousand Trails
Treasures

. Turtles feeding on bread and cookies
while seagulls try to steal it away. The
gulf surf frothing at dawn as the sun peaks
~ough the clouds on the horizon. Strong,
b~ny breez~s k~ing kites afloat in the
air as Barbie-kite holds her own in the
wind. Fresh boiled shrimp and corn on the
cob for dinner. Lounging in the pool with
the hot, blazing sun baking our skins. All-
you-can-eat French toast or pancakes for
breakfast and a lasa9,Ila-to-drive-for as
we embarked for the 'real world" back
home. And a final pine cone that holds the
promise of a transformation.

Many thanks to all those who col-
laborated in putting together this "first"
retreat at Thousand Trails and for all
those who participated and who shared
and cared for themselves and each of us on
the retreat.

.Fifteen Dignity Members took off for
a retreat in Galveston the weekend before
Memorial Day. The focus was on the in-
sights contained in James Redfield's best
selling novel, The Celestine Prophecy.

With the persistent breezes from the
Gulf we gathered at Thousand Trails RV
Park and slept in rented trailers. We took
meals with the other campers and rret on
the beach at dawn, in picnic areas, around
the pool, and in a small dining room. We
talked and shared, walked and reflected
on Redfield's insights and how they might
impact us, our lives and our loves.

Some people discount Redfield's ideas
becau:>eof ~s styl~, hi~' New Age roots,
and his seemingly sunplistic approach. The
retreatants chose to take theri1seriously
and to really look at notions that resonate
in our lives. To name a few:

What is the relevance of a coincidence
in our lives? Are ~ey really just a coinci-
dence or something more? What drives
people to beg, borrow and steal energy
from others? What are the alternatives?
Religion often claims to have a direct con-
dui~to God, but ~quanders it by ensnaring
their followers in doubt and fear and ig-
norance and deception. Are there ways to
directly . . access the power of
God/Spmt/Energy? How will we be
changed if we succeed in letting go of the
wasteful, debilitating and always nega-
tive patterns in our lives and move toward
po~i~v~, honest, empowering and sharing
activities?

We found Thousand Trails a gor-
geous spot in which to rest, relax, laugh
and reflect on our own lives and how to
make them work better in a real world.
Join us the next time.

More
of the
Before the concluding liturgy each re-
treatant took time to reflect on the retreat
and allow the spirit of the retreat to guide
them to respond in' some wayan 4x6 cards
to the events of the weekend. These in-
sights were later shared as part of the offer-
tory of the liturgy. The retreatants now
share them with the larger Dig-
nitylHouston community.

I learned that the ground outside II'o/walls
can be stood upon. The soil is different but
good for my roots. <lj.I£V

Let God's love continue to grow and shine
in you, throughout the hurdles and m0un-
tain in our life. The character which
grows from this can change your life and
countless others.

Food and the earth's beauty can help sus-
tain our physical needs, but we get our
most powerful energy from our interac-
tions wit~ other people. And sometimes we
unknowingly energIZe others in ways we
would never have imagined. What a coin-
cidence!

Seeing...
Feeling...

Smelling...
Listening ...

Tasting ...

I'm recharged! Inspired and enlightened.
Feeling positive ~na loved- May rbe able
to continue on this energy and take time to
pass it on. "Let the Good Times Role!"

I .offerback to you, loving God, the ener-
gies I have received this weekend. Let
these energies grow within Ire. Let Ire
share them with all Il'o/ brothers and sis-
te~s. I offer also all the opportunities I
will have to resonate these energies with
others in the future. Let rre always stand
in this field of love.

A~areness of energy in people and the
umverse and myself.

This weekend I was part of M.A.S.-
Mutual Admiration SOCiety.I felt privi-
leged to spend time with this group con-
sisting, of Bill, BJ, Bob, Carolyn, George,
Jeff, Jim, Joe, Joel, Keith, Lisa Mike,
Sharon, Steve, & Victor. This retreat
away from the city to the relatively un-
populated west end of Galveston Island
was an opportunity to discuss at length
the Celestzne Prophecy. As a result we
learned from each other. We demonstrated
our love and respect for each other. We
felt God's presence. It's not possible to
co:mt the number of insights 1have ac-
q~ed from these people, II'o/friends. I ex-
penenced an understanding of having
enough today and confidence that tomor-
row will be okay, too. M.A.S.-not
enough letters you say??Just enough.



The Lord will provide.

This has been a good time for rre to reflect
on the many aspects of my life.I completely
enjoyed myself and the company. The Ce-
lestine Prophecy served as a wonderful
catalyst for discussion, reflection, and
sharing.

I have learned how valuable this quiet
time of reflection is for my personal
growth. I have gained some perspective on
all the things I juggle in my life. Stepping
away from them into an unfamiliar, more
tran<Juilenvironment has helped me put all
this stuff" in a more logical order for rre
It has helped me to prioritize and focus on
the most unportant thin~,_./~~

Loved C,r r.MtLy \

~7~: In @l)flI~ s.Accepting ~ ,~ c :
Relea~ing F ~'!'- 'D<;j
Reaching \)
Union ~

..lOURNE'I
Inspired-
I need to make sure I recharge ny
"batteries" before I can give energy away.
A change in priorities of what's important
and what isn't important. A smile and a
friendly "Hi" will sometimes be just what
one person needs to make their day. If they
are having a bad day it could be just what
they need to get them to talk about their
p~ob(~.

.' r
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Dignity Cele-
With Our
Family

brates
Larger

Dignity Houston together with Mish-
pachat Alizim, the lesbian and gay relig-
IOUS Jewish organization, and The Family
Within St. Anne's plan a communal pot-
luck supper on Saturday, June 8, at 7:00
pm. Join us in this communal celebration
and bring a dish to share with all.

If your birthday is January thru
March, please bring a dessert. If your
birthday is in April thru June, please bring
a beverage. If your birthday is in July thru
September, please bring a salad. If your
birthday is in October thru December,
please bring an entree.

The organizers are looking for some
volunteers to help direct traffic to the
Heights Funeral Home parking lot across

the street so as not to tie up our neighbor's
business parking spaces.

For this day only, the usual 7:30 mass
will be celebrated at 5:30p.m_. _

Dignity's Pride
Parade Float

Thanks to the generous contributions
of Dignity members, Dignity Houston as
achieved its goal of raising $500 to con-
tract a float for the 1996 Gay Pride Pa-
rade.

The Dignity Board believes that the
float will be an important tool to build
spirit within our community as well as a
way to let the Houston community notice
Dignity Houston. r;::===================.,

Make plans to be a APt t P .f. 0 Ch hpart of the float as it en eeos rayer tor ur ure
inakes it way through the
parade this year.

Share
Card for
Pride
Week

Kroger is sponsoring
a Share Card for Pride
Week. Call the Pride Line
at 529-6979 to register.
Present your share card
to the cashier when you
shop at Kroger and Kro-
ger will donate 1% of
your purchases to the
Pride Committee.

Gay Men's
Chorus
Houston:
Taking
Center
Stage

rent and previous Dignity Houston rrem-
bers: Plan to attend ana cheer them on.

Tickets are $10, $15 and $20 and can
be had at the Wortham Center box office
or by calling 227-ARTS.

June Birthday
Party
Celebrate our members with June birth-
days on the third Saturday of this month,
June 15, right after mass.

Holy Blessed Spirit, ...Wisdom's Love ... and Breath.
Guide us your Church, so sore bereft

And torn by pain's anxiety,
and fear, mistrust, disunity .

Most Blessed Breath of God's own Life,
Bring us to that place of peace,

Where Wisdom's Grace
Grants sure surcease, of bitterness and strife.

WisdomFire, Ignite our hearts with courage,
to speak your healing truth

to Power
That women too are graced ...with SpiritFire of prophecy

And priesthood's wholly human face,
Welcoming One
We seek your Cana banquet time

Of Eucharistic love and sweet Inclusive Wine
Where rich Abundance fills even barren wombs

with Eucharist's glad Ecstasy,
and Joy replaces fearful talk of doom.

All may have seats at this Most Sacred Feast,
where poor become rich,

the hungry filled,
And last no more, your much beloved least

Wisdom One
Shelter us sure.

In the shadow of your winged embrace.
Create in us whole hearts renewed

To seek your radiant WisdomFace
"Light most Blessed, shine with grace,
In our hearts' most secret place.

Fill your Faithful through and through,'?'
That we may Thy Church renew .

...May we Thy Church renew. Amen

ChristineSchenkcsj4/9/96 • FutureChurch • 2459 Washing-
ton Avenue. Cleveland,Ohio 44113 (216) 631-6965 • "From
the PentecostSequenceThe Gay Men's Cho-

rus of Houston will be
presenting a glittering celebration of
Broadway and popular song benefiting
the AIDS Foundation Houston's Stone
Soup Food Pantry on Saturday, June 15, at
8 p.m at the Cullen Theatre in the
Wortham Center.

Special guest performers will be the
Bayou City Chorale and from Dallas' Tur-
tle Creek Chorale, Acafellas. Marsha
Carlton, entertainer and musical-comedy
star, will also be featured in the concert.

The performance is an official event
of Gay Pride Week in Houston this year.
Singing with the chorale are several cur-
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Dignity/MPR To
Elect New Offi-
cers in August

This coming August our Dignity Re-
gion will conduct erections for four re-
gional officers. The two year terms will



begin this September 30th. The offices and
duties are listed below.

A National Director who serves as
the Dignity/Mountains-Plains Region
representative to the Dignity/USA Board
of Directors.

A Regional Coordinator who serves
as the chief presiding officer of the Region
with the usual powers and responsibili-
ties of a presiding officer. This includes
providing leadership and guidance to the
region's chapters ana chapters-in-
formation through sharing of information,
assisting with the regional newsletter,
setting up conference calls and regional
meetings, and other duties as may arise.
The Regional Coordinator also serves as
the presiding officer for Regional House of
Delegatesmeetings.

The Regional Co-Coordinator who
assists .the Regional Coordinator and
serves on the Dignity/USA Steering C0m-
mittee.

The Regional Administrator who is
responsible for the region's funds, member-
ship documents, rninutes of the regional
HOD meetings, and other administrative
duties as needed.

If you wish to run for any of these
offices,send a brief resume to
Lynn Cromwell c/o Dignity Dallas PO
Box 190133 Dallas, TX 75219-0133.
Nominations must be received by May 31.

SUMMER NEWSLETTER
DEADLINES

for July- JUNE 23!!
for August's - JULY 13!!

Diocesan Sunday
Afternoon Ves-
pers Series

Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111
Pierce St., is celebrating Evening Prayer
(Vespers) at 5:30 p.m monthly. All are
invited to take part in this beautiful lit-
urgy of the Church. Choral music is pro-
vided by a special choir formed to sing for
the Evening Prayers. The remaining
schedule:

Ascension/PentecostEveningPrayer
Sunday,June9 Corpus Christi

EveningPrayer
Sunday,Sept.15 EveningPrayer

Stone Soup
Please remember to bring non-

perishable items to be placed at the altar
at our Saturday night liturgies. Toiletries,
paper bags, and especially items for
women are needed too.

.d

Omega House
Volunteers Are
Needed

Omega House(602 Branard), an
eight bed residential hospice for individu-
als in the terminal stages of AIDS, is seek-
ing new volunteers. Volunteers are needed
for bedside care, facility maintenance,
reception and administrative assistance. If
you are interested, please call Claudia
Commo at 523-1146.

Dignity/Houston members B.J.A. and
Carolyn C. are current volunteers. They
would welcome you to call them 01: speak
to them at Mass if you have any questions
about duties or commitment. 0Inega House
is located one block east of HSPv A on
Branard.

ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

T-shirts: We now have a new
shipment of T-shirts ($10.00) with the
Dignity/Houston logo. Sizes L and XL
are available.

New York Times: Sunday morning
coffee,munchies, stimulating conversation
and reading and sharing of newspaper
and magazine articles every Sunday from
11a.m. to 2 p.m Although the Times will
generally be held at Dignity Center, please
call 880-2872 for the current meeting
place.

Free Membership!: Dignity Hous-
ton offers free membership in Dig-
nity /USA for those who match or exceed
a pledge of $7.00 per week ($364.00 per
year) in 1995. Keep up your stewardship
and contributions to the only organiza-
tion which honestly and compassionately
has served lesbian and gay Catholics for
the last 20 years in Houston!

Stone Soup: Place offerings of grocer-
ies at the altar weekly. Feminine hygiene
items, toiletries of various kinds and pa-

per grocer bags are very much needed.
Tharik you!

Movie Night: The second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7:30 are video
movie nights at Dignity Center. Munchies,
sociability and movies make a very pleas-
ant Friday evening.

Welcome! New Members: In ad-
dition to our regular Saturday night litur-
gies and Sunday afternoon prayers, new
inembers are invited to join us also at a
Sunday Times in the mornings to get to
know other of our members in a non-
liturgical setting. Dignity members also
informally go to dinner in groups to a va-
riety of local restaurants after the Satur-
day liturgies. The conversation and fel-
lowship is always delightful. We also
have regular social get-togethers. Plan to
join us at more than just the liturgies.

Newsletter Submissions: Please
continue to contribute items to make our
newsletter truly the voice of all our rrem-
bers. First time submissions are highly
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encouraged. Send your thoughts to the
editor: Bob Singleton, 4520 Stanford Ct.,
Houston, TX 77041-8840 or put them on
the recorder at 937-3310, FAX to 937-
3310 (after recorder answers dial 3, then
the star button, then start your machine),
or e-mail toRMSing@aol.com.

Wish List: Dignity/Houston is need
of the following items:: recycling bins,
more kitchen cabinets.

SUMMER
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINES

for July- JUNE
23!!

for August's -
JULY 13!!



EDITORIALS

From the pen of George Wetzel

Taking
Responsibility

On May 20, 1996, the S1!Preme
Court made public its ruling on
the constitutionality of the

Colorado law which made second class
citizens of all lesbians and gay men in that
state.

In no uncertain terms and at the ra-
tional level, the court removed the white
hoods from those who hoped against ra-
tionality and fairness to put lesbians and
homosexuals in second class citizenship in
Colorado. Their governor wisely refused
to enforce the law and waited for the
court to rule on its constitutionality.

This day should mark a milestone in
our hard-fought battle to be treated fairly
by the laws of this wonderful land.

And, it has not been an easy battle.
We have had to face the very real assault
of hatred, fear, envy and ignorance which
always join forces for evil. We have had
to face this evil' often disguised in the
voices and the faces of organized religion.
We have had to face this evil in the very
laws of our own states and cities when a
determined group foisted its religion-based
hatred on alI of us.

We have had to hide in closets so our
parents, friends, employers, our peers,
politicians and people we didn't even
know would not guess our secret. We have
had to play at acting straight so they
would not be frightened of us. We have
had to coddle their fears, prejudices, ha-
tred and ignorance.

And does this landmark ruling mean
the end of all that prejudice and hatred,
fear and ignorance? Not for a minute.
First, watch those who truly hate us to
belittle the decision, to call for impeach-
ment of those on the court who favored
fairness over prejudice, to call for re-
newed religious exemptions so that they
can justify their irrational hatred, fear
and prejudice, to call for more money to
wage their war against "the gay agenda;"
to call for protection so they can continue
to hide their fear and hatred and igno-
rance behind a smoke screen of "religious
beliefs" (those same beliefs that were used
to bolster hatred and fear of blacks, of
Jews, of Hispanics, or Indians, etc.).

And what might Christ have said
about this landmark ruling? Read your
scripture. Now pray for the fearful, angry,
ignorant who are loosing another scape-
goat. ..,

From the pen of J. Keith Wright,
Ph.D .. S.N.P.

Dignity/USA: The
Evolution of Spirit

Is Dignity/USA doomed to extinction,
or is Dignity /USA evolvin~?

With increasing explicitness, our Na-
tional Board has informed us that our
membership is down, and continuing to
decrease! In Dateline (Vol. 5, #5), the Na-
tional Board announces plans to consult
with the firm of Basile-Ryan in charting
our future.

Dignity's history is inextricably'
bound with both the ecclesial and the civil
reforms as well as with the reverses of the
past thirty years: civil rights, Stonewall,
Vatican n. living with AIDS, women's
equality, Harduiick vs. Bowers, Ratz-
Inger's Hallowe'en Letter, lesbians and
gays in the military, hate crimes, female-
married-gay clergy, couples' benefits,
adoption, gay marriages, the March on
WaShington. In its infancy, Dignity, as
well as other Lambdan organizations,
tried to be all thing,s to all people. We
were all trying to build lambdan communi-
ties from scratch back then! We didn't
have a blueprint, a plan etched in stone -
and that was really good! Dignity tried at
first to be home, hospice, 'host, haven,

earth, ea er, era r e per, an 0 y
city.

In the milieu of the post-Stonewall,
post-Vatican II lambdan communities,
Dignity provided many avenues to God's
grace. Some people came to Dignity, and
then left.Some came, and then stayed for a
while. Some left, and then returned. Some
came, and then remained. Dignity exists for
all such women and rren and provides
temporary as well as long-term support.
Lambdan communities change, adapt, and
evolve. Likewise, Dignity must adapt and
evolve!

The popular adage - survival of the
fittest - describes evolution poorly. First
and foremost, evolution is not the poten-
tial for change, but the acknowledgment
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that change - mutation, diversification,
evolution - has already occurred. Evolu-
tion is not a wish or a hope, but a fact of
life. Evolution within lambdan communi-
ties does not imply that one organization
consumes another. Higher degrees of evo-
lution entail both specialization and sym-
biosis. Maybe, DIgnity'S future is no
longer to be all things to all people.

What can Digmty /USA do best on its
own? What can Dignity/USA do best in
concert, in symbiosis, with other organi-
zations?

There are organizations which are
active in the reformation of the church,
there are organizations which aid in rom-
ing out, there are organizations which
foster lambdan or women's or men's spiri-
tuality, there are organizations which
support those living with AIDS or other
challenges, there are organizations which
are exclusively spiritual, political, social,
athletic, artistic, erotic, or wellness-
oriented. After thirty years, diverse
lambdan, faith, justice, and wellness rom-
munities have become quite good at what
they can do best. The missions of all such
organization have evolved. People, who in
the past relied on Dignity/USA's multiple
offerings in the areas of faith, justice, and
wellness, now have many other choices.
Perhaps the decline in Dignity/USA's
membership is a consequence of our trying
to do too much, rather than trying to do
our best.

What makes Dignity unique and
good?

What should Dignity better try in
concert with other organizations?

What should Dignity better leave to
other organizations?

What can Dignity do best?
When church truly means People of

God, when women or gays or the married
can be openly accepted as priests, when
AIDS is cured, When equa1 civil rights
includes Lambdans, will Dignity/USA
still have a raison d'etre? If so, what is it?

Change, evolution, Spirit happens.
Dignity has already evolved: Dignity

evolves as the Body of Christ evolves.
Genesis continues. ..,

From the pen of J. Keith Wright,
Ph.D., S.N.P.

Celebrating
Easter Doubt

When we speak of our faith, of
our belief, we often tend to
glide into certainty. If we are

sure, certain, we have no faith. Faith
thrives and is defined by doubt. In the new
Testament writings, the word we translate
as "faith" is closer to what we regularly
term "trust." "Be-lief" or "to be-lieve"
literally means "it would be lovely if ... '"

Abraham is called the Father of Faith
by three religions-of course, Sarah and



Hagar, the Mothers, get lost in this patri- to come.They rode along the road in si- 3. It was early in the morning, and
mon(e)y.In fact, on t1i.eHoliest of nights, lence, and Abraham stared continuously everything in Abraham's house was ready
the Mother of all Sabbaths, the Easter and fixedly at the ground until the fourth for the journey.... Abraham made every-
Vigil, we recall the Akedah-the Binding day, when he looked up and saw Mount thing ready for the sacrifice, calmly and
of Isaac. God promised Sarah and Abra- Moriah (lerusalem) far away. But once gently, but when he turned away and
ham eternal life through their sea of chil- again he turned his eyes toward the drew the knife, Isaac saw that Abraham's
dren. Isaac, their son, was the first mani- ground. Silentlyhe arranged the firewood left hand was clenched in despair, that a
Our hierarchy deliberately incorporates this shameful, shudder went through his whole body. ButAbraham drew the knife.
biblical tale of extreme child abuse into the Resur- Then they returned home again, and

Sarah hurried to meetthem,but Isaac hadrecfion Liturgy of the Easter Vigil! lost the faith. Not a word is ever said of
festation of the fulfillment of this promise and bound Isaac. Silently he drew the this in the world, and Isaac never talked
to all humankind. Yet after Isaac's birth, knife. Then he saw the ram that God had to anyone about what he had seen, and
God tempted Abraham. God said: If you selected.This he sacrificedand went home. Abraham did not suspect that anyone had
love rre,kill your child Isaac-bind him, From that day henceforth, Abraham was seen it.
slayhim,burn him on my altar! old. He could not forget that God had or- When the child is to be weaned, the

The spin-doctors of the church and dered himto do this. Isaac flourished as mother has stronger sustenance at hand so
synagogue deliver countless rationaliza- before, but Abraham's eyes were dark- that the child does not perish. How fortu-
tions why this call to and this perform- ened, and he saw joy no more. nate the one who has stronger sustenance
ance of child sacrifice e~itomizes the no- When the child has grown big and is at hand,
tion of faith. Sarah, Isaac s mother as well to be weaned, the mother virginally con- 4. Abraham said to himself, "1 will
as our mother in faith, certainly decried ceals her breast, and then the child no not hide from Isaac where the walk is tak-
this action as the patriarchal barbarism longer has a mother. How fortunate the ing him." He stood still, he laid his hand
and blood lust it really represented. The child who has not lost his mother in some on Isaac's head in blessing, and Isaac
sorrow is that this ritual child abuse is other way! kneeled to receive it. And Abraham's face
supposed to prefigure the relation of Jesus 2. It was early in the moming when epitomized fatherliness. His gaze was
to a loving God. What God could take Abraham arose. He kissed Sarah, the gentle,his words admonishing.13ut Isaac
pleasure and seek satisfaction in the young mother, and Sarah kissed Isaac, her could not understand him, his soul could
bloody torture of a human being, regarded delight, her joy forever. And Abraham not be uplifted. He clasped Abraham's
as the divine Child? Certainly no God rode thoughtfully down the road. He knees;he pleaded at his feet he beggedfor
with "maternal instincts," like those of • • ••
Sarah. .Jesus touched human beIngs In an IntImate, nurtur-
Luth:!e S:::~~l9thKi~:f=~d~~b~!~ ing way and shared table with those who would be
that such a man as ~raham could.truly be least likely to be dinner companions by any social
the Father of any Faith. Yet our hierarchy
deliberately incorporates this shameful, standard.
biblical tale of extreme child abuse into
the Resurrection Liturgy of the Easter thought of Hagar and the son whom he
Vigil! drove out into the desert. He climbed

Freud first identified, correctly or not, Mount Moriah; he drew the knife.
a mechanismby which we deal with pain It was a quiet evening when Abraham
called the Repetition Compulsion rode out alone, and he rode to Mount
(Widerholungszwang). The premise is that Moriah. He threw himself down on his
we play and replay a painful or abusive face. He prayed to God to forgive him his
incident until we can re-live/play the sin, that he had been willing to sacrifice
incident without disabling pam. Now Isaac, that the father had forgotten his
Kierkegaard, of course, knew nothing of duty to his son. He often rode his lonesome

When the child is to be weaned, the mother, too, is not
without sorrow, because she and the child are more and
more to be separated, because the child who first lay
under her heart and later rested upon her breast will
never again be so close.
Freud's theory which appeared decades
later. However, Freud felt he was describ-
ing an innate and eternal facet of the hu-
man soul. This theory of human response
to abuse and to pain may explain why
Kierkegaard plays and replays, from dif-
ferent points of view, the torture and at-
!emPted murder of Isaac. Listen how
Kierkegaard tries to understand this hei-
nous deed from the standpoint of both
Abraham and Isaac and Sarah (Fear and
Trembling, Princeton University Press,
1983, ISBN 0-691-02026-4)

1. "It was early in the moming when
Abraham arose. He embraced Sarah, the
bride of his old age, and Sarah kissed
Isaac, who took away her disgrace, Isaac
her pride, her hope for all the generations

road, but he found no peace. He could not
comprehendthat it was a sin that he had
beeri willing to sacrifice to God the best
that he had, the possession for which he
himself would have gladly died many
times. And if it was a sin, if he had not
loved Isaac in this manner, he could not
understand that it could be forgiven, for
what more terrible sin was there?

When the child is to be weaned, the
mother, too, is not without sorrow, be-
cause she and the child are more and more
to be separated, because the child who
first lay under her heart and later rested
upon her breast will never again be so
close.Sothey grieve together the brief sor-
row. How fortunate the one who kept the
child so close and did not need to grieve
anymore!
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his young life, for his beautiful hopes. He
called to mind the joy in Abraham's house.
He called to mind the sorrow and the soli-
tude. Then Abraham lifted the boy up and
walked on, holding his hand, and his
words were full of comfort and admoni-
tion.... Then Abraham turned away from
him for a InJIIHll:, but when Isaac saw
Abraham's face asain, it had changed. His
gaze was wild. HISwhole being was sheer
terror. He seized Isaac by the chest, threw
him to the ground, and said, "Stupid boy,
do you think I am your father? I am an
idolater. Do you think it is God's rom-
mand? No, it is my desire." Then Isaac
trembled and cried out in his anguish,
"God in heaven, have mercy on Ire. GOdof
Abraham, have mercy on Ire. If I have no
father on earth, then you be my father! But
Abraham said softly to himself, "Lord
God in heaven, I thank you. It is better that
he believes rre a monster than that he
should lose faith in you."

When the child is to be weaned, the
mother blackens her breast. It would be
hard to have the breast look inviting when
the child must not have it. So the child be-
lieves that the breast has changed,but the
mother-she is still the same, her gaze is
tender and loving as ever. How fortunate
the one who did not need more terrible
means to wean the child!

5. But Abraham had faith and did not
doubt. He believed the preposterous. If
Abraham had doubted, then he would
have done somethingelse, somethinggreat
and glorious. ... He would have gone to
Mount Moriah. He would have split the
firewood, lit the fire, drawn the knife. ...



He would have thrust the knife into his To avoid the repetition compulsion,
own breast. anaphora must yield to incarnation.

.. .If Abraham had doubted Sarah or any other mother would spit
6. If Abraham had doubted as he in God's face,if God ever commanded: Kill

stood there on Mount Moriah, if irreso- your child for Ire. Yet Abraham obeyed.
lute he had looked around, if he had hap- Abraham was too certain. Abraham was
pened to spot the ram before drawing the ready to kill. Abraham had faith. Clearly,
knife, if GOd had allowed him to sacrifice the Abrahamic, patriarchal model of heal-
it instead of Isaac-then he would have ing or salvation is utterly vacuous! We
gone horne, everything would have been should strive for more doubt in religion!
the same. He would nave had Sarah. He The Paschal Triduurn deals with
would have kept Isaac. And yet how separation: Life to Death to New Life.
changed! For his return would have been a Kierkegaard considers two modes of sep'a-
flight, his deliverance an accident, his re- ration, both the traditional paternal (the
ward disgrace, his future perhaps perdi- sacrifice of Isaac) and the innately mater-

Redemption represents a healing of separation, es-
pecially of our "weaning" from the God of Eden.
tion. Then he would have neither his faith
nor to God's grace but would have wit-
nessed to how appalling it is to go to
Mount Moriah. Then it would not be Inn-
tioned in the way Ararat, where the ark
landed, is mentioned, but it would be
called a place of terror, for it was here
that Abraham doubted."

Dominic Crossan is a member of the
Jesus Seminar which is comprised of a
group of scholars who examine the earlier
Jesus Movement and the later,
"official/hierarchical" Christian Church
in the light of what Jesus might have
"really" said. In The Essential Jesus
(Harper, San Francisco, ISBN 0-06-
251044-4), Crossan distills Jesus' funda-
mental message as: Heal, then a meal. Jesus
touched human beings in an intimate, nur-
turing way and shared table with those
who would be least likely to be dinner
companions by any social standard.
Eucharist is the focus of Christian, corn-
munallife; Eucharist must always reflect,
so Crossan, Jesus' notion of heal, then a
meal. In the Greek Church, Eucharist is
called anaphora, one meaning of which is
"repetition." Does this sound like Freud's
Repetition Compulsion? One the other
hand, Eucharist in the tradition of the
early, Greek Church, operates on the
Inkarantionsprinzip. Eucharist is Incarna-
tion, basically a maternal, Marian activ-
ity. The Eucharistic Dilemma is the choice
of a murderous, sacrificial framework
according to Abraham versus a maieutic
(mid-wife), maternal embrace according to
Sarah, Mary, the Mother of God, and their
sisters.

To what extent is Eucharist anaphora,
the repetition compulsion? If the Eucharist
is an ever-repeated trial of Abraham who
was called to torture and to murder his
child, or a God the Father, who actually
allowed the Divine Child to die bleeding
and suffocating on a cross, then this sac-
rament is hardly a healthy, holy model for
the Christian, family meal. Where is the
healing? On the other hand, if the
Eucharistic model is incarnational (and
not sacrificial), the communal meal cele-
brates the descent of the Spirit, the human-
izing of God by Mary's giving birth, the
sharing of a family meal symbolizing
God's working in creation which pro-
vides each of us with food and drink.

nal (weaning from the breast). The
Eucharistic meal must follow the accep-
tance and the healing of rifts in a maternal,
not in the paternal, manner. Eucharist is
Incarnation, a Birthing. The Bread and
Wine are the Mystical and Maternally
Incarnate Body and Blood of Christ. in-
stead of ritual child abuse, let us celebrate
birth, new life,community!

During the great Paschal Festival, the
Mother of Sabbaths, we should continue
our Lenten re-thinking (i.e.re-penting). We
should weigh in our hearts the value of
Kierkegaard's doubt, as opposed to a faith
which approaches certainty. We should
consider that salvation or redemption
represents a healing of separation, espe-
cially of our "weaning" from the God of
Eden. We must reject the notion of Eucha-
rist or of Easter as sacrifice, the sacrifice
of Isaac by Abraham, actually executed by
God on the person of Jesus.

What do doubt, healing and our sa-
cred, communal meal mean to you? Easter
is the perfect time to re-pent!

Alleluia! Jesus is truly risen to new
life, and we are truly healed! Alleluia! .•.

A reflection on the spiritual life by
Joan D. Chittister, OSB

Life is not about going through
the motions from birth to death. Life
is about the development of self to
the point of unbridled joy. Life is
about trusting our talents and follow-
ing our gifts. But how? Olive trees
hint at the answer even today.

Olive trees are a very important
and very meaningful image in Jewish
literature. To the Jewish mind, to
grow like "an olive tree" is no small
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thing. It isn't easy to grow trees in
the Middle East. Sand is hardly a
conducive environment for forestry.
Yet, there is one wood that seems to
thrive on the difficulty of the proc-
ess. There is one tree with a natural
talent for life in the middle of no-
where. The olive tree grows hard
wood on barren ground, with little
water, for a long, long time.

To "grow like an olive tree,"
then, means to grow without much
help, to grow hardy, to grow long
and to grow on very little nourish-
ment. The olive tree doesn't need
much to develop, it gives good wood
at the end of a long, slow process of
growth, and it doesn't die easily,
sometimes not for thousands of years.
The olive tree has a talent for life.
There are some olive trees in the
Garden of Olives, in fact, that
scholars estimate were there the
night of the Last Supper when
Christ went there to pray. Startling,
isn't it?

In this culture, in this age, on the
other hand, the temptation is to
think that everything-including our
own natural abilities-ought to come
easily. We want fast service and
quick results. We want a lot for noth-
ing. We want the greatest degree of
return for the least amount of effort.
And we want out of whatever doesn't
work the first time. There is very
little of the focused, the hardy, the
persistent olive tree in us. There is
very little talent for talent in us.

Yet talents that lie dormant in
our souls destroy us from the inside
out. If we do not learn to slowly, pa-
tiently, painfully, if necessary, let
them come to life in us, we risk our
own robotization. We give ourselves
over to the pain of a living death.
Talent is the gift that will not go
away.
Reprintedwith permissionfromThe Monastic
Way byJoanChittister,OSB,monthlysubscrip-
tionsavailablefromBenetvision,355E.9ThSt.,
Erie,PA 16503.

•••



From the pen of J. Keith Wright,
Ph.D., S.N.P.

The Laconic Lore
of the Lambda

People who use symbols deter-
mine their meaning. The move-
ment dedicated to the attainment

of equal civil rights for "lambdan" Ameri-
cans marks this freedom fight with sign-
posts: the rainbow, the pink triangle, and
the Greek "L," the lambda. The first two
of these symbols have a fairly clear his-
tory; however, the story behind the
lambda is somewhat
murky.

The cornmon represen-
tation of the lambda is A,
which is actually a medie-
val symbol; the real, Greek
symbol is the capital letter
A, appearing like an in-
verted V. What is the his-
tory behind A; how did it
come to be associated with
gay pride?

The ancient Greek
city of Sparta had many
virtues and vices. Spartan
women werevery strong
and independent. Spartan
men were also strong, and Spartan warri-
ors formed strong ties with each other.
Spartans were not as eloquent as their
Athenian rivals. Being Spartan was being
long on action and short of speech. A per-
son who is terse, concise, is said to be
"laconic," because the ancient Greek name
for Sparta was "Lacedaimon." The Greek
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name for this city began with lambda, A.
Warriors bore this letter on their shields.
If you are a fan of the "Warrior" series on
the History Channel, you will see Spartan
men carrying shields with the A.

Sparta was certainly no paradise. In
a certain way, however, Lacedaimon, is
an apt symbol for the modem lambdan
coalition for equal civil rights. Sparta
was a city WIthout defensive walls;
Sparta was pro-active. Its lambdan citi-
zens did not passively re-act to attacks,
they proudly went forward to assert their
rights. .
A is a symbol of strength, of pride, of pro-
action, of commitment A is whatever we
make of it. .•

From the pen of Bob Heer

THEATRE
THOUGHTS
AND MORE
Here's what is going on locally this June:
A. D. Players (2710 W. Alabama) Saving

Nineva by Lance Wilcox, 8 pm Wed-
Sat, 2:30 pm, Sun thru June 2.

Actors Theatre of Houston (2506 South
Blvd.) The Rainmaker by N. Richard
Nash, Fri-Sat 8 pm, Sun 4 pm., thru June
23.

Alley Theatre (615 Texas) Large stage:
The Heiress by Ruth and Augustus Go-
etz, thru June 1. Arena stage: The Food
Chain by Nicky Silver thru June 9.

The Company on Stage (536 Westbury
Square) Catch Me If You Can by James

Weinstock & Willie Gilbert, Fri-Sat 9
pm, thru June 8.

Galveston Outdoor Musicals (13 Mile
Rd) The Wizard of Oz, score from the
movie by Harold Arlen & E. Y. Har-
burg, previews June 12-14, opens June
15-29, Mon-Sat 8 pm.

Houston Ballet (Wortham Center) Bartok
Concerto, Images, Four Last songs thru
June 2; Sleeping Beauty June 6-16.

Houston Broadway Series (Wortham
Center's Brown Theatre) Jesus Christ
Superstar by Andrew Lloyd Webber &
Tim Rice returns for five performances
June 21-23.

Miller Outdoor Theatre (Hermann Park)
Houston Symphony 8:30 pm, June 21,
29, 29. Free tickets for seated area
available the day of performance at
Miller box office 11:30 am-l pm.

New Heights Theatre (339 W. 19Th)
The Monogamist by Christopher Kyle
plays thru June 29.

Ovations (2536B Times Blvd) Ten Percent
Review by Tom Wilson Weinberg pre-
sented by The Group (Theatre Work-
shop), Sundays 7 pm thru Iune 16; Offi-
cial Pride Week offering June 19-20 8
pm

Stages Repertory Theatre (3201 Allen
Pkwy) 12 Steps to a More Dysfunc-
tional Family, Part IIIwith Rob Nash,
opens June 7.

Theatre LaB Houston (1706 Alamo)
Avenue X by John [iler & Ray Leslee,
Fri-Sun thru June 8.

Theatre Under the Stars (Music Hall,
810 Bagby) Me and My Girl by Noel
Gay, L. Arthur Rose & Douglas Fuller
thruJune.

With this variety of offerings, there should
be something for about everyone's taste so
give them a try and eniov! .•

DignitylHouston
meets Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at

1307Yale, Suite H
Houston, Texas 77008.

(713) 880-2872

Mailing Address: Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266
Newsletter Address: 4520 Stanford Ct., Houston, TX 77041-8840
Newsletter e-mail: RMSing@aol.com
Newsletter Phone/FAX: (713) 937-3310

Dignity/Houston is dedicated to the welfare of gay and lesbian Catholics and
their friends. Articles published in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the board of Dignity/Houston or the editor. Publication of names and/or
organizations in this newsletter should not be construed as indication of sexual
orientation. Newsletter items may be mailed to the editor at the address above.
Submissions should be kept to less than a column and a half per month per
person submitting. Depending on space availability, some articles may be
edited. Advertising costs for business-card size ads is $10.00 per month, six
months for $50.00. Deadline for receiving articles is the 16th of the previous
month. Membership: $40.00/year. Couples membership: $74.00/year

Dignity/USA: 1500Massachusetts Ave, NW, Suite 11, Washington, IX 20005,
1-800-877-8797.

page 7



~VWIJ ~June 1996
Dignity/Houston Center, 1307-H Yale, 713/880-2872-

2
Trinity Sunday

llam - 2pm "SUNDA Y NEW
YORK Tll'v1ES."

3
6 - Spm Womens'

Softball League
Meeting

7:00pm Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

MASS

6 85 74
7 - 9pm Houston Pride IW6:30pm

Band Rehearsal. BOARD
rvrnET-
ING

5:30pm MASS
~ 7:00pm POTLUCK
• SUPPER

9
Body and Blood of Christ

(Corpus Christi)
l l am- 2pm "SUNDAY NEW YORK TIMEs."
5:30pm Diocesan Vespers Series at
Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111 Pierce St.

10 1411 12 13 15

16
Father's Day

11th Sun. in Ordinary Time
11am-2pm "SUNDAY NEW YORK TIMES."

23

30 .
13tll Sun. in Ordinary Time
llam - 2pm "SUNDA Y NEW

YORK Tll'v1ES."

17 18 19 20 21 22
1iiilDEADLINE for 7 - 9pm Houston Pride Summer begins 7:30pm MASS

Articles in next Band Rehearsal. ~ 6:30pm BOARDmonth's
MEETINGnewsletter.
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25 26 27 28 29
17- 9pm Houston Pride

~7~

7:30pm MASS
Band Rehearsal.

.' NIGHT

JUNE BIRTHDAYS-------------------------------------------
1 - Rob~rt G. 13 - Mike C.

- Ruben M. 17 - Jim L.
2 - Bobby M. 24 - Joe D.
4 - Mike S. 29 - Lawrence H.

12 - Maria A. - Mike H.
All events are at Dignity Center unless stated otherwise. Please bring non-perishable foods and toiletries to Mass on Saturdays for Stone Soup.



NEWSLETTER
July 1996

We Are Many Parts; We Are All One Body
This newsletter is a publication through which Dignity members can sharJ their news items, thoughts, ideas, experi-
ences, and feelings with each other. Opinions expressed are those of the individual writer and are not to be construed
necessarily as those of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA, or of the Catholic Church.

HAPPY 22nd
BIRTHDAY,

DIGNITY
HOUSTON

fl r 6666~S
DIGNITY ,,,~
TRIUMPHS ,~
WITH TROPHY~

Thanks to the generous contribu-
tions of Dignity members, Dignity
Houston not only achieved its goal of
contracting a float for the 1996 Gay
Pride Parade but also winning a tro-
phy for its entry.

For those who missed the pa-
rade, the float depicted a high
arching rainbow from the front of the
float to the back with a world globe

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

hanging under the rainbow. At the
back of the float was a tall, three
dimensional rainbow-cross like the
one that hangs in the center. The ef-
fect was dignified (yupl) and awe-
some.

The Dignity Board believes that
the float will have been an impor-
tant tool to build spirit within our
community as well as a way to let
the Houston community notice
Dignity Houston.

Dignity Potluck A
Real Potlatch

On Saturday, June 8, Dignity
Houston hosted a potluck dinner
with two guest groups, Mishpachat
Alizim, a lesbian and gay Jewish or-
ganization, and The Family Within
at St. Anne's parish. More than 100
persons attended, eating and giving
thanks for each other's company-a
real Eucharist.

Dignity members provided the
dinner, preparing types of dishes ac-
cording to their birthdays.
Everyone's comments seemed to be,
"When will we do it again?" Joe
Boyd commented, "I've never seen
such a beautiful bunch of people."
He specially commented how our
Dignity worren must have enjoyed
meeting the nmrerous attractive and
personable female visitors.

L-- --

Plans are in the works to repeat
this event again, possibly at another
location. If you missed this event,
plan on attending the next one.

Solidarity Sunday
Coming Up

The time has corre to start plan-
ning for the 2nd Annual Solidarity
Sunday event. This year we are
planning to have a similar service to
last year and any ideas or sugges-
tions would be welcomed. We are
also going to need help in getting
other organizations involved by
mailing letters and making the
solidarity cards and ribbons avail-
able.

Steve Ruimveld requests, "I am
looking for people interested in
helping out on this project as we can
use all the ideas and energy you are
willing to offer." He adds,
"Thanks!"

July Birthday
Party
Celebrate our members with July
birthdays on the third Saturday of
this month, July 20, right after mass.



Dignity/MPR To
Elect New
Officers in August

This corning August our Dignity
Region will conduct elections for four
regional officers. The two year terms
will begin this September 30th. The
offices and duties are listed below.

A National Director who serves
as the Dignity/Mountains-Plains
Region representative to the
Dignity /USA Board of Directors.

A Regional Coordinator who
serves as the chief presiding officer
of the Region with the usual powers
and responsibilities of a presiding
officer. This includes providing
leadership and guidance to the re-
gion's chapters and chapters-in-for-
mation through sharing of informa-
tion, assisting with the regional
newsletter, setting up conference
calls and regional meetings, and
other duties as may arise. The
Regional Coordinator also serves as
the presiding officer for Regional
House of Delegates meetings.

The Regional Co-Coordinator
who assists the Regional
Coordinator and serves on the
Dignity/USA Steering Committee.

The Regional Administrator
who is responsible for the region's
funds, membership documents, min-
utes of the regional HOD meetings,
and other administrative duties as
needed.

If you wish to run for any of these
offices, send a brief resume to
Lynn Cromwell c/o Dignity Dallas
PO Box 190133 Dallas, TX 75219-
0133. Nominations must be received
by May 31.

From the Dignity
Houston Board:
Building Search

The year is 1996; our lease ends
in 2000. What are we going to do?
The current board is looking for indi-
viduals to step forward and help
Dignity Houston examine where we
want to be in 2000 and what we need
to do to get there. Although four
years seems like a long time, we need
to consider financial planning and
what type of space we need to rent or
possibly buy. This is a lot to look at
and really four years starts to look
like a short time.

If you have any ideas or would
like to be a part of this project,
please contact one of the board mem-

bers. We are looking at putting to-
gether a team to address this prob-
lem.

Stone Soup
Please remember to bring non-

perishable items to be placed at the
altar at our Saturday night liturgies.
Toiletries, paper bags, and espe-
cially items for women are needed
too.

Remember the earlier than
usual deadline for the

August Newsletter,
Monday, July 15.

Sorry that this newsletter reverts to
earlier formats due to having to use an old
layout program. July ought to be back on
track.

Requiem aeternam
dona eis, Domine,
et lux perpetua
luceat eis.
Please remember in your prayers our
Dignity dead who died In past Jufys.
07-13Roger Koehlein(91)
07-14 Joe Porro (91)
07-17BertHollister(87)
07-19 Tony Cerillo (89)
07-26Fr. GeraldRodneyPoythress (88)

ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

T-shirts: We now have a new
shipment of T-shirts ($10.00) with the
Dignity/Houston logo. Sizes L and XL
are available.

New York Times: Sunday morning
coffee, munchies, stimulating conversation
and reading and sharing of newspaper
and magazine articles every Sunday nom
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Althouflh the Times will
generally be held at Digmty Center, please
call 880-2872 for tfie current mming
place.

Free Membership!: Dignity
Houston offers free membership in
Dignity/USA for those who match or ex-
ceed a pledge of $7.00 per week ($364.00
per year) in 1995. Keep up your steward-
ship and contributions to the only orga-
nization which honestly and compas-

sionately has served lesbian and gay
Catholics for the last 20 years in Houston!

Stone Soup: Place offerings of gr0-
ceries at the altar weekly. Feminine 'hy-
giene items, toiletries of various kinds and
papa: grocer bags are very much needed.
Thank you!

Movie Night: The second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7:30 are video
movie nights at Dignity Center. Munchies,
sociability and movies make a very
pleasant Friday evening.

Welcome! New Members: In ad-
dition to our regular Saturday night
liturgies and Sunday afternoon prayers,
new members are invited to join us also at
a Sunday TImes in the mornings to get to
know other of our members in a non-
liturgical setting. Dignity members also
informally go to dinner in groups to a va-
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riety of local restaurants after the
Saturday liturgies. The conversation and
fellowship is always delightful. We also
have regular social get-togethers. Plan to
join us at more than just the liturgies.

Newsletter Submissions: Please
continue to contribute items to make our
newsletter truly the voice of all our
members. First time submissions are highly
encouraged. Send your tho~hts to the
editor: Bob Singleton, 4520 Stanford Ct.,
Houston, TX 77041-8840 or put them on
the recorder at 937-3310, FAX to 937-
3310 (after recorder answers dial 3, then
the star button, then start your machine),
or e-mail toRMSing@aol.com.

Wish List: Dignity/Houston is need
of the following items:: recycling bins,
more kitchen cabinets,



EDITORIALS

From the pen of Steve Ruimveld,
president

Called to Serve?
It is getting near election season,

so I ask that each one of you seri-
ously consider running for the
Dignity Houston board. It is an op-
portunity to grow and be more in-
volved in the Dignity Community.
This year was very exciting being in-
volved in the different projects, the
special masses we have had, the
several potlucks and social events,
and meeting the many new faces that
have now become a part of our
community.

So often we have all received
the benefits of having these events
planned and executed for us. Now is
the time to consider being a part of
this commitment. Think of all the
events and masses we have hosted
and consider how it was accom-
plished. For the most part it is the
elected officers that have made
these events possible. In the fall four
officers will be leaving. Who will
replace them? Who is willing to
help continue the work of the current
and past boards? Last year we nearly
had to 'pull teeth' to get people to
run for office. Let us hope this does
not happen this year.

Too often people do not run be-
cause they believe it is too much
work. As a current officer I can say
that sometimes it is a lot of work,
personally I enjoy the work because
of the benefits I have seen from it in
the community. For me that is re-
ward enough. But the question is
"why should it be too much work?" A
partial answer is the lack of volun-
teerism from the community. People,
I ask, if you don't nm as an officer
then make a commitment to help out
those that run. People have asked
me why we don't have the New York
Timeson Sunday. The reason is no one
wants to host it. People have asked
why we haven't hosted a movie
night at times. The reason-no one

stepped forward to host it. At Easter
we tried to have special readings for
the service, yet ro one volunteered
for the readings until we went
through the community one by one
until we had enough readers.

So, as we move closer to election
time, I ask each of you to consider
stepping forward and becoming an of-
ficer. It can be a lot of fun and very
rewarding. If you do not wish to nm
then I ask you to make a commitment
to help out by volunteering to read,
or hosting the New York Times or
being a mass planner or whatever
you think you can offer to the corn-
munity. Be a part of Dignity
Houston. Let us see what we can ac-
complish together!

From the pen of George Wetzel

Taking
Responsibility

While some American Bishops
are off currying favor with Rome by
condemning Richard McBrian's book
Catholicism or hurling powerless ex-
communications at laity within a
diocese without bell, book or candle,
the Supreme Court has said that it is
not legal for a majority of voters to
make homosexuals, gays or lesbians
"unequal to everyone else."

While the American Bishops
have proven unable or unwilling to
deliver the Catholic laity on birth
control, abortion, immigration pol-
icy, divorce or the role of women in
the church, it is an almost sure bet
that they will be playing politics
along with the "big boys" come the
Fall. As they scramble to impress us
with their awareness of the reali-
ties of political life in these United
States, it is a sure bet that few will
publicly side with the Democratic
nominee.

Watch the processions, and the
professions and confessions of the
leaders of the "one true faith" as
they keep their silence or claim that
the one issue striking at the moral
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center of our country is abortion.
Make no secret that the plank in

the Republican platform calling for
an amendment to protect the life of
"unborn children" is dangerous
thinking. For a brief moment consider
that the Fourteenth Amendment
would be used to execute WOIIat who
procure abortions (and their doctors,
staff, etc.).

Yes, that is what the plank in
the Republican platform calls for,
and has called for, for some time.
Perhaps some challenging neo-
bishop should try to explain that to
his diocese instead of hurling
chargeless lightning from another
era.

From the pen of Michael Trancynger

Personal
Thoughts On
Being Happy

For some time, I had avoided
reading articles by certain contribu-
tors to the "Voice." But since these
articles have been discussed recently
at board meetings, I have taken the
responsibility to read them. After
complaining to a couple of people
about these angry, negative articles,
both times I received the same ad-
vice, "Why don't you write a posi-
tive article?" Having received the
same advice more than one, I decided
to heed it.

I used to get upset over things
that I row consider trivial. I deeply
regret the many times I've been in a
bad mood and taken it out on innocent
people around me, people I consider
to be my friends. I don't do that any
more. I rarely get angry, and I'm
much happier than I used to be. Now
I usually shake my head when I see
people getting upset over minor
things, or when I see people exhibit-
ing what psychologists call
sidewards or misplaced anger. (The
usual example is having a bad day
at work, then going home and
kicking the dog.)



What happened? There were
many contributing experiences, but
there was one event that changed my
life forever and made Ire a better
person. In late September 1991, I
heard the words I had been expect-
ing since I was seven years old, when
I contracted a strep infection that led
to rheumatic fever and scarring of my
aorta valve. Knowing for most of my
life that it would happen some day
did not lessen the impact. My cardi-
ologist said it was time for replace-
ment of my aorta valve. I was even
more stunned when he said he
wished he had done an echocardio-
gram a year ago and hoped it was not
too late. I thought it must be bad
when a doctor admits a mistake. The
echocardiogram that day showed
that my left ventricle, the main
pumping chamber, was becoming en-
larged. This was the heart's effort to
counter the increased back flow
through the damaged valve. When
the ventricle becomes enlarged be-
yond a point, it also becomes less
elastic and the heart becomes less
efficient.

During the next three weeks, my
emotions were on a roller coaster. I
called my parents; I believed that
my mother would be even more wor-
ried, so I tried to be very upbeat.
That first weekend, I started calling
my friends with the news until I was
tired of talking about it. Then I
would wait a few days before mak-
ing more calls. Then I was ready to
call a meeting and tell my co-work-
ers. Afterwards, a couple of the guys
gave Ire a hug. Some days were
okay. Other days I was botmcing off
the walls with anxiety. Perhaps I
knew too much about the subject.
While open-heart surgery is com-
mon, most people do not know it's
considered high-risk surgery, with a
mortality rate of five percent.
Because of my age and general good
health, the surgeon said my mortal-
ity risk was about one percent. Still
cause for great concern in my mind. I
wondered if I might be physically
impaired. What if I could ro longer
do yard work or take care of my
house? Would I have to sell my bicy-
cle and my weights? What if some-

thing went wrong with the
anesthesia or I had some neurologi-
cal impairment? I remembered my
uncle who woke up blind after
surgery. His loss of sight was tempo-
rary, but it had all of us worried for
a couple of days. What if I could not
go back to myoid job? All these
anxieties haunted me during idle mo-
ments for the three weeks before the
surgery. But the grace of God, I was
ready the day before surgery, and I
got a good night's sleep.

When I awoke after the opera-
tion, I was so happy to have sur-
vived. But remembering my uncle's
experience, I kept my eyes closed. I
wanted a few moments to enjoy being
alive before I found out if I could see.
When I opened my eyes, a nurse was
leaning over the bed. I wonder if
modern drugs can control the moment
one awakens? She offered to turn <n
the TV, so I watched the morning
news just like always, although my
view was blurred without my
glasses. Watching the morning news
was reassuring since it was part of
my weekday routine. Another
anxiety had been whether I would
want to gag on the respirator tube in
my throat, but it felt okay. I had
tubes in every orifice except my ears,
an IV in my arm, and three tubes and
a set of jumper cables (just in case)
sticking out of my chest. None of that
mattered! I was alive!!

I learned how important friends
are. Normally, only immediate fam-
ily is allowed to visit an intensive
care unit. Tom, a city social worker,
used his ID to get in, claiming I was
one of his clients. Don used his clergy
pass to get in. (He had been a
Presbyterian minister until someone
outed him. When a church investi-
gator asked if he was a practicing
homosexual, Don said, "No, I don't
need to practice any more. I'm quite
good at it, thank you.") I was sitting
in a chair when the residents came
by to stare at me. Don commented
that it must have been humiliating
to be stared at by strangers. (Well, I
was definitely having a really bad
hair day.) I told Don it was okay.
That was my first expression of my
new priorities. Certainly, Don could

page 4

not appreciate how happy and re-
lieved I was. Little annoyances did-
n't matter any more! Other friends
from work and from Digni ty /
Integrity Richmond continued to call,
visit and do favors for me. After I got
out of the hospital, I could not lift
more than five pounds or do anything
that would strain my fractured
breastbone. So one Saturday morning,
twelve of my co-workers came over to
rake the leaves rn my half-acre
wooded lot. It was an amazing sight.
The back yard usually took several
hours for Ire to rake. They swept
across it like a colony of ants; it was
done in ten minutes. I had bought
stuff for a buffet lunch, but they were
done by 10a.m.

A few days after Christmas,
1991,I got the best Christmas present
ever. My cardiologist said my left
ventricle had shrunk and this \rarely
happens. I was good as new. By the
end of January, my breastbone was
healed, and I was allowed to start
lifting weights again. While I had
gotten out of shape, I was surprised
by my stamina. The fatigue I had
felt months before was gone. I really
wasn't getting old. (Actually, I think
getting older is terrific. Remember, I
had three weeks to consider the a 1-
ternative. Every age brings new ex-
periences, memories and challenges.)
I have to be conscientious about my
diet and drinking, and have my
blood checked about every six weeks,
otherwise my life is pretty normal.
Except I make this clicking noise.
No, it has never kept Ire awake.
Others can hear it when they are
close and it's really quiet. It's been
fun a couple times to see someone try
to figure out the source of that
strange ticking. I can summarize the
whole experience by saying the
three weeks before the operation
were much worse than the three
weeks afterwards.

For a year and a half after the
operation, I was euphoric every
morning when I awoke. I had been
blessed with another day! I did not
have a bad day for a year and a
half. Did good things always hap-
pen? No. Externally things were as
they had been before; only my a tti-



tude had changed. Gradually, the
sense of euphoria faded; Iguess that
was part of the. healing process.
Still, when I look back over the past
five years, I have a hard time re-
calling a bad day or a hard time. I'm
still so happy to be alive, to have
good friends, to enjoy the world's
beauty. What if the surgery had not
turned out SO well? What if I had
some permanent impairment? I can-
not describe feelings about something
I have not experienced. But I can re-
late something my friend David told
me. He was sitting around talking
with a group of friends. They all
said they felt sorry for David, be-
cause he was the only one there who
was HN-negative. They told David
his life lacked the focus theirs had.
He could not appreciate life the way
they did. They were thankful and
enjoyed every day. Or how about the
actor Christopher Reeves? In spite of
his tragic accident, isn't' he happy
to be alive' and looking forward to
his challenges? Doesn't he cherish
the love and support of his family
and friends?

When I see people who appear
to be angry, unhappy, or just not en-
joying life, for a moment I wish they
could go through what I've been
through. Then they would see the
light. On the other hand, I could not
wish that on anyone. Too many peo-
ple die during open-heart surgery. A
couple of years ago, I saw an inter-
view on TV. This woman was
trapped in her Mazda Miata when a
tractor trailer flipped over and

crushed it. The fire and rescue per-
sonnel expected to recover a body.
She was pulled out with minor
scratches. The last question in the in-
terview was, "Has the accident
changed your life?" Her entire reply
was 'Now I appreciate what's im-
portant." Idoubt that one person in a
hundred really understood her an-
swer. I sure did. I still do. That oper-
ation was spiritually and emotion-
ally the best thing that ever ha p-
pened tome.

I know this article will not
change your life. But if it helps just
one person to get an insight into Ii fe's
real priorities, to recognize his or
her many blessings, to be just a little
more positive and happy, to try to
live Christ's message, to get closer to
God in case he or she needs a miracle
some day, it will have been worth
the effort. And if that person hap-
pens to be a regular "Voice" contribu-
tor, so much the better.

From the pen of Bob Heer

THEATRE
THOUGHTS
AND MORE

It may be summer but the theatre
season is still in full swing. Perhaps
you will find something to suit your
fancy in the following listing. Go and
enjoy!
Absolute Theatre (813 Richmond at

Chapultepec) Three one-act plays

by local women, Fri-Sat 8 pm, Sun
3 pm thru July 7.

Actors Theatre of Houston (2506
South Blvd.) The Good-bye
People by Herb Gordon opens July
12 thru Aug 18, Fri-Sat 8 pm, Sun 4
pm.

Alley Theatre (615 Texas) Large
stage: Black Coffee by Agatha
Christie, Tues-Sun thru July 7,
opening later in July The Nerd by
Larry Shue,

The Company <Xl Stage (536
Westbury Square) I Hate Hamlet
by Paul Rudnick, Fri-Sat 8 pm.
thru July 27.

Galveston Outdoor Musicals (13 Mile
Rd) South Pacific by Rodgers and
Hammerstein opens July 3 thru
July 20, Men-Sat 8 pm; Camelot by
Lerner & Loewe opens July 24 thru
Aug10 ..

Main Street Theatre at Chelsea
Market (4617 Montrose) The Mask
of Moriarity by Hugh Leonard,
Thurs-Sun thru July 27.

Miller Outdoor Theatre (Hermann
Park) TUTS presents the musical,
Beehive opening July 17 thru July
27,8:30pm.

Stages Repertory Theatre (3201
Allen Pkwy) The Drunkard, a
"meller-drammer" with music by
Barry Manilow, Fri-Sat 8 pm, Sun
3 pm, thru July 14.

Theatre LaB Houston (1706 Alamo)
Poor Super Man by Bud Fraser,
Fri-Sat 8 pm. Sun 6 pm, thru Aug
4.

Dignity/USA: 1500 Massachusetts Ave, NW,Suite 11, Washington. IX 20005,
1-800-877-8797.

DignitylHollSton
meets Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at

1307 Yale, Suite H
Houston, Texas 77008.

(713) 880-2872

Mailing Address: Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266
Newsletter Address: 4520 Stanford Ct., Houston, TX 77041-8840
Newsletter e-mail: RMSing@aoLcom
Newsletter PhonelFAX: (713) 937-3310

Dignity/Houston is dedicated to the welfare of gay and lesbian Catholics and
their friends. Articles published in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the board of Dignity/Houston or the editor. Publication of names and/or or-
ganizations in this newsletter should not be construed as indication of sexual ori-
entation. Newsletter items may be mailed to the editor at the address above.
Submissions should be kept to less than a column and a half per month per per-
son submitting. Depending on space availability, some articles may be edited.
Advertising costs for business-card size ads is $10.00 per month, six months for
$50.00. Deadline for receiving articles is the 16th of the previous month. Mem-
bership: $40.00/year. Couples membership: $74.00/year
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II am - 2pm "SUNDAY NEW Band Rehearsal.
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YORK TIMES." after Mass.

i

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
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July 1996
Dignity/Houston Center, 1307-H Yale, 713/880-2872 ~

Or.

6
7 - 9pm Houston Pride

Band Rehearsal.
6 - 8pm Womens'

Softball League
Meeting

7:00pm Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

7:30pm MASS

28 JULY BIRTHDAYS29 30 31
17tll Sun. in Ordinary Time
llam - 2pm "SUNDAY NEW

YORK TIMES."

7 - 9pm Houston Pride
Band Rehearsal. 3 - Jose S.

5 - David P.
9 - Bob Heer

12 - Brent C.
16 - Federico E.

24 - Linda M.
- Berry S.

26 - Jean~Louis A.
- Victor L.

27 - Nick C.

All events are at Dignity Center unless stated otherwise. Please bring non-perishable foods and toiletries to Mass on Saturdays for Stone Soup.
.r



NEWSLETTER
September 1996

We Jire Many Parts; We Jire Ji[[ One f}3oay

This newsletter is a publication through which Dignity members can share their news items, thoughts, ideas, experi-
ences, and feelings with each other. Opinions expressed are those of the individual writer and are not to be construed
necessarily as those of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA, or of the Catholic Church.

A Message From The
Board Regarding the
Dignity Newsletter

In response to written and verbal
comments from our members, a significant
amount of time and energy was spent
during recent board meetings discussing
our newsletter. Recent editorials have
generated objections by a few members. A
Greater number of members have reported
that they do not read the editorials.

The Board feels that our newsletter
should project a favorable image of
Dignity Houston to the outside community.
Reading our newsletter should be a
positive, affirming, uplifting experience.

We ask our authors to self-audit their
articles relative to the guidelines below. It
is our hope and intention that neither the
newsletter editor nor the board will have
to reject or revise any article. We thank
you for your support on this matter and
continue to welcome your comments.

DESIRABLE:
• Personal thoughts, feelings, and

experiences related to your spiritual
journey as a Christian.

• Topics of broad or general interest.
• Articles of less than 1500 words.

DISCOURAGED:
Esoteric or narrowly-focused topics.
Attacks on individuals or groups.
Divisive or intolerant comments,
especially related to sensitive moral,
political, or social issues.
Personal expectations related to how
others should think or behave.
Articles of more than 1500 words.

•
•
•

•

•

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Good Luck, Keith.
You Will be
Missed!

On Sunday, August II, a special bon
voyage potluck brunch was held at the
Dignity Center for Keith Wright. Keith has
been a very active and dedicated volunteer
to Dignity Houston over the years and
will De greatly missed as he moves to
Florida. Fortunately for us he will remain
a part of our community by keeping his
Dignity membership here in Houston. The
community here wishes you luck, Keith,
and gives you our prayers as you journey
to Florida.

Solidarity Sunday
Update

Progress for Solidarity is going quite
well. We have commitments from several
people for the special ecumenical service
on Saturday, October 5. As for
distributing cards and ribbons, we have
material for 5,000 cards and have
assembled over 2,000 and have already
distributed about 500 to several
organizations. The next step is to make the
cards available to coffee shops and
restaurants and to concentrate on
distribution to groups like PFLAG and
ACLU.

I also would like each of you to
consider attending with friends and
families a mass at your "home" parish
wearing the rainbow ribbon. The point of
this project is to bring awareness to the
mainstream organizations the presence
and support of jJersons who consider
themselves Gay ILesbian/Bisexual or
Transgendered. Solidarity Sunday is a
day that we should feel proud to be a part
of our Christian community by being who
we are and know that we can be accepted

and not judged. The only way we can do
this is by finding the courage within
ourselves to ask our brothers and sisfers
in Christ to accept us for who we are.
Take the Solidarity Pledge!

September
Birthday Party

Celebrate our members with
September birthdays on the third Saturday
of this month, September 21, right after
mass.

And More Parties
John and Jose a~ain are offering their

home for three Digruty parties. The first is
September 24 for a barbeque at 4:00 pm
Food will be provided, you byob.

Put on your festive duds for the
Halloween party at their home October 25
at 8:00 pm As usual, food will be
provided; you blob.

The year s end festivities and
Christmas Party is set for December 8 at
3:00 pm To specially enjoy the r.arty,
remember to bring a wrapped gag gift for
exchange. Food isJ>rovicfedbut byob.

Directions to John and Jose's:
• Take 1-10heading west. Past Beltway

8
• Exit Eldridge and head south (turn

left) on Eldridge. Continue past
Memorial Dr.

• Turn right on Briar Forrest
• At 2nd street take a right onto Briar

Home.
• At the "T" in the road. take a left onto

Manderly Dr.
• Their home is 14226 Manderly, the

last gray brick home on the left. (589-
1301).



New Hope for
Dialogue
[SlImmarized from the National Catholic
Reporter of Allgllst 23, 1996.]

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of
Chicago and the National Pastoral life
Center in New York are developing a
prol'ect, based on a 2,900-word document,
Cal ed to Be Catholic: Church in a Time of
Peril calling for constructive dialogue
characterized by a "renewed spirit of
civility, dialogue, generosity and broad
and serious consultation." The project
will consist of a series of public
discussions on issues affecting church life
by Catholics of diverse viewpoint. The
first such conference is planned for spring,
with participants ana topics yet to De
selected.

A prominent detractor of the
statement, Cardinal Bernard F. Law of
Boston, decried a "fundamental flaw" in
the statement - "its appeal for dialogue
as a path for common ground."

• "The church already has 'common
ground'," Law said. "It is found in sacred
scripture and tradition and it is mediated
to us through the authoritative and
binding teaching of the magisterium. . ..
Dissent from revealed truth or the
authoritative teaching of the church
cannot be 'dialogued" away .... The crisis
the church is facing can only be
adequately addressed by a clarion call to
conversion."

Encouragement for the project came
from Bishop Anthony M. Pilla, president
of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops and from leaders of Call to Action
in Chicago.

To assist in the project, Bernardin has
assembled an advisory committee of eight
bishops and 16 Catholic leaders, 11 rren
and five women. They include
intellectuals, business and political
leaders who represent a variety of
viewpoints but are not identified with
particular advocacy groups.

Michael Novak, a member of the
advisory committee, said that he expects
the project to become increasingly
inclusive as time goes on.

"The Holy Spirit works in strange
ways, often through the most humble
instruments that don't look as if they are
going to work," Novak said. "All I know
is we need unity approaching the third
millennium. It's a good time to make
specific efforts for that."

On publication day of this newsletter
National Public Radio announced that
Cardinal Bernardine has announced that
he has liver cancer and his prognosis is
less than a year. Please pray that his
prophetic call for dialogue will continue
beyond his recall to his heavenly horre
and that his call will mature and bear
fertile fruit.

Coming events
Sept 14 Board Elections
Sept. 22 Bar-B-Q and Pool Party, 4:00 pm

at John and Jose's, byob
Oct. 5, Solidarity Service
Oct. 25 Halloween Costume Party, 8:00

pm, at John and Jose's, byob.
Dec. 8 Christmas Party, 3:00 pm at John &
Jose's, byob and wrap ed gag gift

Kolbe House
Pastoral

Fall
Programs

The Kolbe House, 1509 Fairview
(522-8182) is offering the following
pastoral (lrograms this fall.:

Spiritual Direction/Counseling by
appointment

Catholic Mass every Monday at 7:30
pm, every Wednesday at 8:30 am, and
every Friday at 10:00 am.

Hospital/Home Visitations every
Monday through Friday.

Prayers for Healing, the second
Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm.

Potluch and Community
Concerns, the first Thursday of each
month at 7:00pm.

Evenings of Support for People
Who Are Coming Out, the five
Wednesays of October at 7:30 pm.

The Advent Scriptures for
Gay/Lesbian Christians, the last
Tuesday of November, 7:30 pn and the
first three Tuesdays of December at 7:30
pn

Film, Musical, or Opera, most
Fridays at 7:30 pm.

No Masses on Monday, Wednesday
or Friday, Sept 2, 18 and 20, and the two
Fridays, Nov 15, and 29.

Kolbe House, home of the Kolbe
Project, offers hospitality and spirituality
in the tradition of Saint Francis of Assisi

to sexual minorities and persons infected
or affected by HIV / AIDS. All people of
good will are welcome.

Diocesan Sunday
Afternoon
Vespers Series
Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111 Pierce
St., is celebrating its last Evening Prayer
(Vespers) at 5:30 p.m Sunday, Sept. 15.
All are invited to take part in this
beautiful liturgy of the Church. Choral
music is provided by a special choir
formed to sing for the Evening Prayers.

Congratulations
Bobby Mayhugh has agreed to serve

on the Couples Task Force of the
Mountains/Plain Region

. Phil DeMarco will be working with
Regional Fund Raising .

Deadline
for articles for the October

Newsletter is

September 21
for a publishing date of

September 28

~quiem aeternam
eis, Domine, et
perpetua Iuceat eis.
Please remember in your prayers Ollr
DiKnity dead who died in past Junes.
09-04 Ken H. Sadler, Jf. (86)
09-12 Carl Glenn (89)
09-20 Abel Perez (86)
09-22 John Rayburn Scott (89)

" ,

ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

T-shirts: We have T-shirts ($10.00)
with the Dignity /Houston logo. Sizes L
and XL are available.

New York Times: Sunday morning
coffee, munchies, stimulating conversation
and reading and sharing of newspaper
and magazine articles every Sunday from

11 a.m. to 2 p.m Although the Times will
generally be held at Dignity Center, please
call 880-2872 for the current meeting
place.

Free Membership: Dignity Houston
offers free membership. in Dignity/USA
for those who match or exceed a pledge of
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$7.00 per week ($364.00 per year) in the
year. Keep up your stewardship and
contributions to the only organization
which honestly and compassionately has
served lesbian and gay Catholics over 20
years in Houston!



Stone Soup: Place offerings of
groceries at the altar weekly. Feminine
hygiene items, toiletries of various kinds
and paper grocer bags are very rrnxh
needed.Thank you!

. Movie Night: The second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7:30 are video
movie nights at Dignity Center. Munchies,
sociability and movies make a very
pleasant Friday evening.

Welcome! New Members: In ad-
dition to our regular Saturday night

liturgies, new membersare invited to join
us also at a Sunday Times in the momings
to get to know other of our members in a
non-liturgical setting. Dignity members
also informally go to dinner in groups to a
variety of local restaurants after the
Saturday liturgies. The conversation and
fellowship is always delightful. We also
have regular social get-togethers. Plan to
join us at more than just the liturgies.

Newsletter Submissions: Please
continue to contribute items to make our
newsletter truly the voice of all our

members. First time submissions are highly
encouraged. Send your thoughts to the
editor: Bob Singleton, 4520 Stanford Ct.,
Houston, TX 77041-8840 or put them on
the recorder at 937-3310, FAX to 937-
3310 (after recorder answers dial 3, then
the star button, then start your machine),
or e-mail toRMSing@aol.com.

Wish List: Dignity IHouston is need
of the following items:: recycling bins,
more kitchen cabinets.

EDITORIALS

From the pen of George Wetzel

Taking
Responsibility

Itis just possible that the initiative,
just proposed by Cardinal
Bernardin of Chicago, for a

Catholic Comrron Ground Project will
lead to wider and more frequent
discussions within the Church by all of its
members.

That there is room for dialogue on
some very serious issues in this Church is
beyond discussion. That the bishops no
longer hide behind the myth of agreeing on
all things is an important step.

The project' will consist of a series of
public discussions on issues affecting
church life by Catholics of diverse
viewpoints." The first conference is called
for next spring and the participants and
topics have yet to be selected.

The original "document discusses at
length problems of ineffective religious
education and liturgical malaise, but also
cites changing roles of women, dissension
on church teaching on sexuality, image and
morale of priests, dwindling financial
support, relationship of theology to
authoritative church teachings and church
governance.

Of course there are nay-sayers who
see no need for dialogue leading to common
ground. One cardinal said, "The Church
already has common ground. It is found in
sacred scripture and tradition and it is
mediated to us through the authoritative
and binding teaching of the magisterium."
If I interpret this position correctly, he is
saying we have no need for dialogue or
commonground because we already have
and know all the religious truths that need
to be known.

That opinion, in my opinion, is
precisely what has gotten us in the current
situation we are now in. That opinion
appears to be convinced that the Holy
Spirit could not possible be working in the
hearts and souls of regular Catholics
throughout the world.

SO, keep a sharp eye out for the
developments of the Catholic Cornrro1
Ground Project. I will end with the
concluding lines of a National Catholic

we find in the Acts of the Apostles. The
story of Thecla can be read aloud in its
entirely in less than twenty minutes. A
hearing and a discussion of this early
Christian tradition would make for an
interest evening of group study for
Dignity. Lets briefly preview the
missionary work of Thecla:

The story opens with Thecla listening
from her window to Paul preaching in the
neighboring house about "self control"
(encrateia, EYKpat£la) and resurrection.
Paul's teachings about the "pure and holy
life" (not "virginal," as appears in some
biased translations) cause Thecla to reject
a probably arranged marriage with the
pagan noble Thamyris. Well, this
disruption of marital business as usual
causes the governor of Iconium (modem
Turkey) to have Paul scourged and
expelled from the city and to have Thecla
sentenced to death in the arena. Through
divine intervention, Thecla is rescued from
many trials. She then leaves the city and

o glorious THEKLA, womanhood was tries to catch up with Paul.
your splendor, the crown of Christian Here a digression is informative.
witness your adornment, and the faith Thecla's refusal to marry Thamyris may
your foundation. You turned a burning be based less on some theological concept
fire into refreshing dew, and with your of "virginity" than on a countercultural
prayers turned away the fury OJ the program of "choice," freeing women from
pagans, 0 First Woman Martyr! the shackles of pagan patriarchy. Recall
, (Fromthe Kontakion(Psalm response) now John Boswell's dissection of the
for the Commemoration of the Holy ancient and medieval history of marriage
Protomartyr and Equal of the Apostles as a business contract between rren and
THEKLA,Sept., 24; from the Liturgy of women as the currency in Same-Sex
the Greek Catholic 1 th 'I Unions in Premodern
Church.) n e name 0 Europe (reviewed in

the June '95

J · h newsletter). Surely,esus, meSSta the notion that a
woman would have a

0.-1 the last day, choice in the business'J of marriage would be
social "heresy" at·1 bapt-ize this time. Indeed,

" Dominic Crossan (see

llf following article)myse reconstructs the
earliest Jesus

Movement as radically egalitarian. Thecla
is obviously a powerful, self-assertive
figure in the early church.

We pick up the tale again, as the
homeless Thecla discovers Paul again on
the road to Antioch (modem Syria; cf Acts
11:26). Now Thecla requests baptism from
Paul; surprisingly, Paul does not offer the

Reporter editorial: "We only hope process
remains wise open to public view, is as
broadly inclusive as possible and allows
for a truly open and honest exchange." T

From the pen of Keith Wright

Saint Who?

An undeservedly obscure saint is
rememberedin the calendar of the
Universal Church at the end of

September:

o Almighty God, grant, we pray that
we who celebrate the anniversary of
Saint Thecla - holy woman and
witness to the faith - may be filled
with joy on this yearly solemnity and
profit from the example of such great
faith.

(Collectfor the Feastof St. Thecla,Sept.
23;RomanMissal,27thEdition)

I wager not many
of us have heard of
Thecla! Yet, she is
hailed in the ancient
accounts, still
preserved in the
liturgies of the Eastern
Rites as the "First
Woman Martyr and
Equal of the Apostles!"
What could this saint
have done to merit, at once, both sainthood
and oblivion? In a .patriarchal, religious
system, Thecla is guilty of the original sin
of being a woman. Therein lies the tale!

This tale is told in the Acts of Paul
and Thecla. This work, along with many
others, was written in the narrative style
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sacrament, but urges her to have patience
and to await a future baptism. Then Paul,
a man, and Thecla, an unrelated woman,
travel together (even in Victorian times a
scandal!) to Antioch. There a Syrian
noble, Alexander (in Greek the same name
as the "Paris" who seduced Helen of
Troy). Alexander accosts (sexually
harasses) Thecla publicly to force her to
marry him. Next, Paul appears to abandon
Thecla as Peter did Jesus or Abraham did
Sarah (Gen 12:10-20;20:1-20; 26:1-11). In
turn, Thecla knocks off the petty noble's
crown, rips off his cloak, and sends her
abuser running, Clearly, this renewed
refusal of marriage by Thecla has little to
do with chastity and much to do with
choice.For a mere woman to assert herself
against such overwhelming, male,
hierarchical odds is a miracle in itself!
Again, Thecla is condemned to death in the
arena. Until the trial in the arena, Thecla
is befriended by the woman Tryphaena (cf
Ruth and Naomi). On the day of her
execution, Thecla, is lead, like Jesus, to the
place of martyrdom with an inscription:
SACRILEGE (literally, "despoiler of the
holy"). Thecla survives by miraculous
help many vicious trials. At one point,
Thecla is thrown into a pool of water
monsters. A bolt of lightning kills these
beasts, as she throws herself into the
waters and proclaims, "In the name of
Jesus, messiah of the last day, I BAPTIZE
MYSELF(baptizornai)!"

Who baptized whom was an
important, if only sacramentally cosmetic,
issue among early Christians (see: 1Cor
1:10-16). In this incident, we can glimpse
the radical egalitarianism, the
counterculturalism, the real presence of
the kingdom of God here and now, which
Saint Thecla's rejection of male
domination and her acceptance of grass-
roots sacramentalism (auto-baptism)
sanctify.

After Thecla is released by the
governor of Antioch, she again searches
for Paul. Significantly, "she took young
men and women with her, and she clothed
herself, sewing her mantle in the fashion
that ITe1 wear (cf Joan of Arc). Thecla
found Paul. Then she carries out her own
mission to Syria. The Acts of Paul and
Thecla describes this powerful woman as
baptizing herself (!!!), as preaching the
Good News, as executing "priestly"
functions, and as being miraculously
transported to heaven. Here we clearly
have a glimpse of the leading role of
women in the early church. The Gospel of
Luke (8:1-3) also preserves a reference to
the leading role of women during the
ministry of Jesus.

Saint Thecla was, at one time, a
highly and conspicuously honored
Christian prophet. In both the Catholic
and Orthodox Eastern Churches, Thecla is
a Saint of the first order: Protomartyr and
Equal of the Apostles. (The male
Protomartyr is Saint Stephan; the male
Equal of the Apostles is Saint Paul.) The
holy woman Thecla combines, in the eyes
of the early Christians, the strength and
faith of both Paul and Stephan.

The original feast day of saint Thecla
was Sept. 24th, my birthday. In the Latin
Rite of the church, her feast day was

supplanted by a Marian observance. One
might speculate as to the reason why
Thecla fell victim to a theologically
sanitized Mary.

There are two major manuscript
traditions which conclude the story of
Saint Thecla. In one version, Thecla falls
asleep and attains eternal life; in a second,
longer tradition, Thecla overcomes a final
attack by the pagans. In the longer
narration, Thecla escapes persecution by
having Jesus transport her into a solid
rock, perhaps like the rock which
followed the People of Israel in the desert.

The story of Thecla is a dangerous
story. This narrative was in oral
circulation before the end of the first
century; however, the hapless official who
put the story in writing was eXfelled from
his church. The offensiveness 0 the Acts of
Paul and Thecla to the early hierarchy and
spin doctors of the church lay in the
independence and self-assertiveness of its
main character, Thecla - a woman!

The Acts of Paul and Thecla can be
found in collections such as : The Other
Bible or The Lost Books of Eden. Be
forewarned that all translations employ
tendentious translations of key Greek
terms. Thus, you will find references to
abstinence, virginity and the like which
represent the bias of a translator.

Have some fun. Read a banned book
today! T

INDEPENDENCE DAY

In the most recent Dignity jUSA
Journal, there is a call to circulate a
petition similar to that signed by millions
of Austrian and German Catholics. In
concert with other, local, grass-roots
efforts for church reform, Dignity Houston
should consider participating in this
effort. I have already ordered copies of the
petition myself; I will be collecting
signatures outside the local supermarket
in Lantana

.-Keith Wright T

From the pen of George Wetzel

Women-
Theology and
Ministry
[Women-Theology and Ministry from the
journal, Chicago Studies, August 1996].

Inthis special issue of a quarterly
. journal "edited by the priests of

the Archdiocese of Chicago and
membersof the faculty of St. Mary of the
Lake Seminary for the continuing
development of priests and other religious
educators," the roles of inclusive
language, feminist views of Christology,
the question of feminist spirituality, the
role of women in leadership in ministry
and women in parish ministry, are treated
to honest, reflective, insightful and
historic analysis.

If you thought that the furor that
developed in many Dignity chapters over
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inclusive language was simply an internal
dispute, it is heartening to read the facts of
how the "explosive mix of gender and
language can be." By carefully stating the
history of the debate and looking at how
convenient it was to have liturgy in a
"dead language" (Latin), the authors
show how the debate over inclusivity was
bound to open divisions in any country
with a living, breathing and changing
language (English} and the tugs and pulls
on those who have charge of liturgical
celebrations. Inclusive language is a
reflection of changing social structures
that in turn have been the result of a
gradual cultural evolution. And some
persons are distrustful and threatened by
such change and have attempted to
undermine the efforts of the vast majority
of the bishops by spinning out a
conspiracy theory claiming that only
radical feminists, modemists or anti-
clerical eccentrics favor its acceptance.

While a revised lectionary languishes
in Rome, what are we to do?

"We don't have to wait for new books
to make our church more hospitable,
our liturgies more welcoming. We might
begin by trying to understand the issues
beneath the issue of inclusive language,
and in the process, we might try to bring
some healing in the place of the growing
incivility that surrounds this topic."

Alas, it is often forgotten in the heat
of argument just what the most important
commandment is in the New Testamentis.

In the Christo logy article the question
of God's salvation for all leads to this
insight.

"Just as there is no favoritism in God's
choice of persons (men over women),
there is no favoritism in God's choiceof
one religion over others. Christian
imperialism, which favors one culture
or geographic location over others, is
just as limiting to God's grace and
salvation as the privilege of one sex
over the other. While Jesus is decisive
for Christians, this decisiveness is
precisely because of his powerful and
apt representation of God's inclusive
love."

On the thorny question of feminist
spirituality the author "challenges all
women to reflect theologically on their
experience of the sacred, the religious, the
mystical." For a positive response I will
again quote:

"The best of the feminists are asking
truthful questions, want to work with
truthful dialogue and arrive at
whatever truthful answers are now
possible - not because they are angry,
not because they want to win, not
because they want to trample on men's
feeling but because they are searching
for the truth about themselves as
women, so they can relate more lovingly
to their neighbor and to God. These
voices are not going to go away nor can
they be silenced. Their basic questions
are: "Is it good? Is it good for women?
Will it help us to be family? Will it lead
us home to God?"

Enjoy this short, delightful survey and
expand your horizons. Kudos for the gift
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22nd Sun. in Ordinary
Time

l l arn - 2pm "SUNDAY NEW
YORK TIMES."

8 9
23rd Sun. in Ordinary Timel6 - 8pm Womens'
IIam - 2pm "SUNDAY NEW Softball League

yORK TIMES." Meeting

-'-.roo

3

26

4 5·
7 - 9pm Houston Pride IW' 6:30pm

Band Rehearsal. BOARD
MEET-
ING

Or.

6
Or.

7:30pm MASS

1210 11
7 - 9pm Houston Pride

Band Rehearsal.
7:00pm
LITUR-
GY
TEAM
MEET-
ING

15 16 19
24t" Sun. in Ordinary Time
llam-2pm "SUNDAY NEW

YORK TIMES."
5 :30pm Diocesan Vespers Series at
Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral, 1111 Pierce

St.

17 18
7 - 9pm Houston Pride IW' 6:30pm

Band Rehearsal. BOARD
MEET-
ING

13

~

7:30pm* CINE-.
MA

.' NIGHT

20

7:30pm MASS

General Meeting after Mass
~. to electfour new board
~ members.

21
MASS

22 23
Autumn hegins

25th Sun. in Ordinary Time
IIam - 2pm "SUNDAY NEW YORK

TIMES."
4:00pm POOLPARTY at John and

Jose's,
14226 Manderly, 589·\301.

~~~for
__ Articles

in next
month's newsletter.

24 25
7 - 9pm Houston Pride 17:3Opm BOARD

Band Rehearsal. GAMES at Mike
O'D.'s,

793 Worth shire St.,
869-4543.

27

~

7:30pm* CINE-
MA

. NIGHT

Birthdays Celebration after
Mass.

7:30pm MASS

3029
26t" Sun. in Ordinary Time
llam-2pm "SUNDAY NEW

YORK TIMES."

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

7 - Patrick T.
13 - Michael P.
22 - Chris J.

- Don K.
24 - Keith W.
30 - Robert G.

All events are at Dignity Center unless stated otherwise. Please bring non-perishable foods and toiletries to Mass on Saturdays for Stone Soup.
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Board Report
National Secretary Ben Boerkoel provided the following highlights

of the the Dignity/USA Board of Directors meeting held by teleconfer-
ence onJuly 13, 1996.

.Vic Basile gave a verbal summary of his report on Phase One of the
Basile Ryan Membenhip Project. (See >tory beloio.)

.The Membenhip Task Force is also continuing its work; current
plans involve investigating the placement of an ad in a national gay/
lesbian publication sometime in the fall.

'f'The draft copy of the Bible Study being co-sponsored by Dignity is
in the hands of the reviewers and is expected to be released in November.
Dignity chapters and members will be able to purchase the study at a

~

reduced cost
'f'The Dignity/USA Web Page should be up and

running by the end of the summer. It will contain the
Statement ofPosition and Purpose, a chapter listing, and

news releases and be expanded as needed. Several chap-
ten already have their own sites.

.Chapters will soon receive a draft of a grant
Continued on back

Membership Expansion:

Phase One Ends
The National consulting firm of Basile Ryan Inc., contracted by Dig-

nity/USA's Board of Directors to delineate methods for expanding
Dignity's membership program, is concluding Phase One of the project.
Vic Basile, the firm's founder, updated the officers and Board during the
July 13teleconference.

During the Spring, the Board
contracted with Basile Ryan for a
three phase approach to studying
Dignity as an organization. Phase
One was designed to identify the pri-
mary c•..-usesof attrition in Dignity's
membership. Information has been
gathered through interviews with
many former members by three of
Basile Ryan's team members. As he
discussed the final part ofPhase One
during the teleconference, Basile
briefly touched upon the current
strengths of the organization, ar-
eas of concern, and defining
Dignity's mission. A copy of the
completed Phase One report will
soon be sent to all chapters from the
national office.

Based upon the information
Continued on back • •

SECOND ANNUAL

SOLIDARITYSUNDAY
OCT. 6, 1996

ARI YOU RIADY?
WHAT ARE YOUR
CHAPTER'S PLANS?

'or infonnIIdon, III.
withJIOU,dlaptu luden

or contIIct
Hadonal Coordinator

anlce IIIrfItcr lit
(tit) 545-9097 or
w.caj @aoLcom

D/I Madisin Hosts Midwest Rei/On Conference:Reinventing Church
"Reinventing Church" was the

theme for an exciting Midwest Re-
gion Conference attended by 101
folksand hosted by Dignity /Integ-
rity Madison during the last week-
end of July. The weekend, the
product of a two year planning
process, was called a "popular and
enjoyable gathering" by Regional
Director Don Easton.

The biennial convention cen-
tered around four feature presen·
tations including talks by National
President Marianne Duddy and
Robert Ludwig, Director of Minis-
try at DePauw University and au-
thor of Rectmstructing Catholiasm for
a New GeneraJiOlL

Many positive responses arose

from the session entitled "How
Women are Reinventing Church.'
Five women panel-
ists shared their sto-
ries about the spiri-
tual and practical re-
alities of their lived
experiences in the
vocations and tradi-
tions of the Catholic
Church, often under
oppressive and chal-
lenging circum-
stances. The speak-
ers' energies sparked
the audience into eager questions
and additional sharing. Many in
attendance were inspired and
blessed by the event

Throughout the weekend reg-
istrants from across the country re-

freshed themselves in
mind, body and spirit
as they shared three
days of challenging
workshops, panels, and
liturgies as well as social
and recreational activi-
ties under delightfully
sunny and dry condi-
tions. Three powerful
liturgies, filled with im-
passioned music and in-
spiring homilies, pro-

vided all with an opportunity to
share in the Holy Spirit and give
witness to the lived experiences of
gay and lesbian persons of faith.T, ,

Board..•
Continued from front
application prepared by National
AIDS Project Chair 'Ibm Orians
that can be used to obtain funds
support activities such as Solidar-
ity Sunday. Many activities are
planned for October's display of
the AIDS ~t in October.

'f'The Couples ThskForce re-
ceived responses from approxi-
mately 35% of the chapters and is
in the process of developing its 6-
nal report,

'f'The~ayCUholicHo~
prepared by Dignity/New York
premiered on cable TV onJuly 2
and was very well received.

'f'The Convention '97 Plan-
ning Committee reports several
major speakers entertainers have
been secured. Those who pre-reg-
istered for the convention will be
receiving updated information in
the near future.

.Dignity/San Fernando
Valley (~onri~ now has ten

members and is in the process of
requesting full chapter status.

.Dignity/USA will release a
statement in response the U.S.
House of Representatives vote
on same-sex marriage.

'f'The Board expressed itscon-
dolences to former National Trea-
surer Bob Miailovich on the death
of'his mother. T

MembershiD•••
Continued from froifi'
contained in this initial report,
BasileRyanisnowd~gPhase
Two,amembership retention plan.
This will then be followed by Phase
Three, a growth plan for the entire
organization. Plans now call
for these next two phases to take
four to six weeks each. Upon
completion of all three phases, the
Board will then consider under-
taking Phase Four, which would
entail BasileRyan's direct involve-
ment with implementing Dignity's
expansion. T

New Ways Plans
Rome Pilgrimage

Join a prayerful pilgrim-
age to Rome, Assisi, Flo-
rence, and Sienna led by
Sr. Jeannine Gramick and Fr.
Robert Nugent of New Ways
Ministry from January 14-23,
1997. Cost Is $1469. For a
detailed brochure call Sr.
Jeannine at (301)927-7540 or
Fr. Bob at (301)927-8766.



What was Jesus' bottom line;
what were his most basic

to our community
benefactor. T

from eager further consideration may convince us
that such a label may even be appropriate
in the contemporary America of
downsizing, sweatshops, jobs without
childcare and health benefits, wage
reductions, union breaking, unpaid child
support, xenophobia, underfunded basic
and higher education, the very widening
gap between the haves and the have-nets.
Thus, the gospels have social relevance
even in one of the richest countries in the
modem world.

Second, into this autocratic-
hierarchical Roman world with its elite
vs. peasant pyramidal economy and justice
comes a peasant, Galilean, Jew - Jesus,
who expounds the ethics of the great
prophetic tradition of Israel.

Third, Crossan characterizes Jesus
and his Movement as proclaiming both a
vision and also a program. Rome tolerated
"visions" and ideas and new

an

From the pen of Keith Wright

The Essential
Jesus

We often want to know,
"What is the bottom line,
what are the basics?" The

desire to understand the essence of a topic
is reflected in myriad books with tines
like The Essence of ... Tex/Mex Cooking ...
Good Sex ... American Federalism ... or
Thomistic Theology. Such books can be
helpful in two ways: (1) they provide
doorways to new areas of interest, and (2)
they concentrate just on the
basics. However, such
books can obviously be
harmful in that they
oversimplify to the brink of
trivialization.

We Christians have hines?
each asked" ourselves teac IngS.
repeatedly, What was
Jesus' bottom line; what were his most philosophies, occasionally exiling their
basic teachings?" The fact that we have overly eccentric proponents. In
competing and disparate answers to these contradistinction, Rome annihilated
questions even in the early church (Paul's "programs": new ideas and visions
Letters, four different intra canonical actually put into practice! Jesus, therefore,
gospels, and many extracanonical gospels) was not killed by the Roman superpower
demonstrates that the search for the because he founded a philosophical
essential Jesus is at once primoridal, community - the Jesus Movement; Jesus
controversial, and unresolved! was killed because he wanted to

The Essential [esus: Original Sayings transform a vision into reality. Jesus was
and Earliest Images (ISBN 0-06-251044- "predestined" to die in a Roman world,
4/251045-2) by John Dominic Crossan is where a thinker dared become a doer!
such a book which skillfully navigates the Fourth, Jesus' social, political and
shoals of this genre of writing. Crossan's religious rrogram was called: The
book follows Pee's criterion for a short Kingdom a Heaven. Even early Christians
story: it can be read in one sitting. The debated whether Gods' Imperial Realm is
Essential Jesus is a quick and easy read! either something in the future, something
The core of this book is a collection of 93 we have to hope for perhaps after death,
gospel sayings which Crossan judges or something in the present, something we
'anginal Jesus' sayings," as opposed to can enjoy on earth, now! Crossan
later, theological inventions of gospel conjectures that the former view was that
writers. The criteria which identify any of John the Baptizer, and his followers,
sayings as those truly spoken by the Jesus while the later view was the rival,
of history, however, are always alternative view of the Jesus Movement.
arbitrary. Such criteria could be faith "The Kingdom of Heaven is here, among us
(which admits many different now!"
interpretations), literalism (also according In The Essential Jesus: Original
to some arbitrary rule), spiritualism (a Sayings and Earliest Images Crossan
tradition since the second century via blends two approaches in an attempt to
Origin), historical research! literary reconstruct both the vision and the
research (gospel-as-literature, irony as program of the Jesus Movement. On the one
theological device). Many conservative as hand, he wants to recoup the original, oral
well as liberal theologians will accept or tradition - the actual words of Jesus.
criticize Crossan's choices. How does Clear and stringent criteria are
Crossan view Jesus in his historical established to extract these original Jesus
context? sayings from the theological spin given to

First, Crossan sets the economic and them by the gospel writers. This aspect of
political scene at the Era Change. The Crossan's search is somewhat technical
Roman world consisted of a very small and scholarly. The interested reader,
and wealthy elite and a very large and along with Bible experts, may choose to
destitute peasantry, living at the accept or to reject this part of Crossan's
subsistence level. A "peasant" is method. For a fun read, just assume that
characterized as a systematically Crossan is probably correct. On the other
exploited worker. While such language hand, it is Crossan's search for images of
may superficially appear to be the Kingdom of God on earth which is
anachronistic Marxist-Leninist cant, most novel and exciting.
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We are accustomed to observe
important events - "breaking news" -
by video obtained by direct satellite relay.
What we lack is a new Testament "CNN,"
a video archive of the early Jesus
Movement. Here Crossan's genius should
astound us! Crossan says that there
actually is a video archive of the early
Jesus Movement!

Crossan reviews the investigations
into paleochristian images in marble or
mosaic by a previous generation of
scholars: Apollonj-Ghetti, Bovini,
Deichmann, Gerke, Wilpert, and others.
Crossan's hypothesis is this: Christianity
only became the official religion of the
Roman Empire in the early Fourth Century
under the reign of Constantine the Great.
Therefore, Christian images made before
the time that Christianity became the
official, imperial-hierarchical religion
should reflect the beliefs of the earlier

Jesus Movement. What do
these earliest images
disclose about the Jesus
Movement?

First, the most
common images are those
of healing and sharing a
meal. Crossan concludes:
"Notice, as you read

these texts, that there is mandated a
reciprocity of free healing and open eating.
The members of the Kingdom movement
must eat with those they heal and that this
conjunction enacts the Kingdom itself.... It
is not a matter of Jesus' power but of their
empowerment." Second and in contrast,
there are no images of crucifixion or
resurrection, although baptism is
portrayed. Thus, we could conclude that
the theology of the Jesus Movement was
quite earthly: Heal the suffering, share a
meal with them! Is this the true and
original understanding of Eucharist? We
should note that in biblical languages the
notions of healing and salvation are
nearly identical. Thus the name "Jesus"
could mean "God heals."

Crossan's hypothesis about the Jesus
Movement accords with the now-forgotten
beginnings of reform made by Vatican II.
Group study of The Essential [esus by
Dignity members could be a powerful,
spiritual and bodily experience. Crossan's
little book can also be a cheap read; I got a
hardback copy for just $6 at a local used-
book store.

Sharing the messal?,eof the Jesus
Movement, the original' Dignity," can be
a powerful experience. The Essential [esus
could form the nucleus of Lenten devotions
or of a retreat for Dignity. T

Concluding, Unscientific Postscript

I wish to express my thanks to the
members of Dignity/Hollston and to its
Boards for seven }fears of companionship ( =
"bread sharinf') am! support, In late
Allgust, I tai! move to Florida. I have
always viewed Dignity, as well as the rest
of Holy Mother Church, as a work in
progress, as both the continllolls revelation
und the daily practice of the Kingdom. My
threefold wish for Dignity/Hollston is a
more ardent spirit of oolunieerism (don't



let the Board do all the work), a return to
our former, exemplary, genderal and
cultural inclusiuiuj, and filially a broader
appreciation of the spectrum of priesthoods
and ministries within the lesus Movement
which is Dignity (our Baptism is a great
empotoermen u:

"Good Bye" means "God be with YOll,"
and this is my fervent wish. My new
address is: 101 Andover Court, Lantana, FL
33462 (A.e. 407, soon to be 561) 968-0616.
There's a pool on site, and the Atlantic is
only a mile away. Visitors are welcome!

Good bye!
-Keith T

From the pen of Bob Heer

Theatre Thoughts
and More

This month we are getting into the
new 1996-97 season for the
entertainment world, but I have not
obtained all the theatre schedules at
this writing. Here's what I have:
A. D. Players (2710 W. Alabama) will

open Sept 27 with Steel Magnolias by
Robert Harling, Wed-Sat 8 pm. Sun
2:30pm.

Galveston Grand 1894 Opera House
(2020 Postoffice St.) Gypsy by Jule

DIGNITY /HOUSTON OFFICERS
(terms on board)

Joel Avery (94-96)
Nick Cavallaro (95-97)
Bob Heer (94-96)
Kevin Kelly (95-97)
Victor Lamas (94-96)
Steve Ruimveld (94-96)
Mike Trancynger (95-97)

TEAMS & CONTACTS
Jim LeBlanc
Joel Avery
Jose SolislJohn Truax
Bob Heer
J. Victor Lamas
Bob Singleton, editor
Phil DeMarco
Bob Heer

Styne & Stephen Sondheirn, Thurs-Sat 8
pm, Sun 2 pm thru Sept 8.

Houston Ballet (Wortham Center) A
Balanchine Celebration, three one-act
ballets, Sept 5, 7,13,7:30 pm, Sept 8 15,
2:00 pm Swan Lake by Tchaikovsy,
Sept 19,21,26,28,7:30 pm, Sept 22,29,
2:00pm.

Houston Symphony (jones Hall, 615
Louisiana) opens Sept 14 in the newly-
refurbished Jones Hall & continues
thru Sept 30 with three varied
programs.

Main Street Theatre (Chelsea Market,
4617 Montrose) Of Thee I sing by
George & Ira Gershwin opens Sept 5-
15;

Main Street Theatre (2540 Times Blvd)
Arcadia by Tom Stoppard runs Sept 19-
Oct 27, Thurs 7:30 pm, Fri-Sat 8 pn
Sun 4 pm.

Stages Repertory Theatre (3201 Allen
Pkwy) Mom's the Word, a comedy
about motherhood, Fri-Sat 8 pm. Sun 3
pm; The Swan by Elizabeth Egloff
opens Sept l8-0ct 13, Fri-Sat 8 pm, Sun
3pm

Theatre LaB Houston (1706 Alamo)
Passion by Stephen Sondheim, opens
Sept l l-Oct 20, Thurs-Sat 8 pm. Sun 6
pm .

Theatre Suburbia (1410 W. 43rd) starts
its 35th year with Mass Appeal,
opening Sept 20.

Board Member
Vice President
Board Member

Treasurer
Secretary
President

Board Member

Do support your Houston arts community.
T

PRAYER
Mysterious, Boundless,

and Powerful God, I choose to worship
you this day

with the offering of my body
which is your gift to me.

I'm not giving it back to you,
but making available for your use

my personality and sexuality,
my intellect and emotions,

my free will and talents.
With the mind and heart of Christ

may I, this day,
love genuinely, serve graciously,

and overcome some evil
with goodness.

AMEN!
•••

from PASSION by David Schimmel. For a subscription,
send $16.00 to David Schimmel, 4520 N. Clarendon #801,
Chicago, IL 60640-6171.

DignitylHouston
meets Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at

1307 Yale, Suite H
Houston, Texas 77008.

(713) 880-2872

Mailing Address: Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266
Newsletter Address: 4520 Stanford Ct., Houston, TX 77041-8840
Newsletter e-mail: RMSing@aol.com
Newsletter Phone/FAX: (713) 937-3310

Dignity /Houston is dedicated to the welfare of gay and lesbian Catholics and
their friends. Articles published in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the board of Dignity/Houston or the editor. Publication of names and/or
organizations in this newsletter should not be construed as indication of sexual
orientation. Newsletter items may be mailed to the editor at the address above.
Submissions should be kept to less than a column and a half per month per
person submitting. Depending on space availability, some articles may be
edited. Advertising costs for business-card size ads is $10.00 per month, six
months for $50.00. Deadline for receiving articles is the 16th of the previous
month. Membership: $40.00/year. Couples membership; $74.00/year

~___e.-
e

Liturgy
Activities Coordinator

St. Stephen's
Membership

Social
Newsletter

Buildings & Grounds
Historian

Dignity/USA: 1500 Massachusetts Ave, NW, Suite 11, Washington, DC 20005,
1-800-877-8797.
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