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Convention 2007 News
By Gary Preuss - Austin, Texas

An update of the planning document requested by the Dignity USA Board regarding
the 2007 convention has been delivered for review. Unfortunately, Gary Kayler has
requested to resign as chairman of the Liturgy Committee. Planning members will
discuss this at the next meeting, which will be held on Sunday, February 19, 2006
in Austin, Texas. The agenda for the meeting includes planning for workshops',
activities, liturgies and ceremonies.

DignityUSA National News
Statement by Debra Weill, Executive Director, DUSA
The Vatican continues to erroneously focus on gay men as the cause of the Church
sexual abuse crisis while neither addressing the root causes of the crisis nor
disciplining in any fashion the bishops who share responsibility for it, instead
choosing to issue a blanket repudiation of gay priests and gay seminarians.

These instructions discuss sexual orientation in ways which contradict contemporary
understanding of human sexuality and clearly indicate Church leaders are iII-
informed on the subject. This willful ignorance of human knowledge about sexuality
by anyone claiming to be a moral teacher is morally dishonest and incredibly
harmful to the entire Church and must be condemned. Gay men have served the
Church well as priests and bishops since the early days of the Church and will
continue to do so. This new instruction will lead to a more secretive, hostile
environment in some seminaries and throughout the Church which will be harmful in
many ways, including driving gay men even deeper into the closet.

The continuing inability of seminary preparation to help our future priests and
bishops integrate an understanding of their own sexuality into a mature emotional
and spiritual life is another example of the Church's adolescent understanding of all
sexuality. Catholic seminaries should be looking at the sexual maturity of the
seminarian not the sexual orientation and should apply the same criteria to
everyone regardless of perceived sexual orientation.

We look to the Church for leadership regarding sexual theology and there is none.
The Vatican is taking another misguided, self-destructive step at this very critical
time. The priest shortage is severe not only in America but also in many other
countries. Discouraging gay seminarians and telling all gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender Catholics-including gay religious and currently ordained priests and
bishops-how little we are valued further harms the entire Church. The Church will



lose many good priests and members in the future because of this statement.

In the face of this latest move by the Vatican, we remain hopeful that many Catholic
seminaries will continue to admit and provide a welcoming environment for gay
candidates for the priesthood. Many American bishops recognize the outstanding
contributions faithful gay priests and bishops have made and continue to make in
service to the Church. We encourage gay men who have been called by God to
courageously respond to their calling and apply for seminary admission. It would be
another step backward for our Church if the antiquated Vatican views and fear of
human sexuality kept well qualified and sexually mature gay men from serving the
Church as God has called them to serve.

Time for a Stonewall Movement
From DignityUSA ,
In an Advocate.com (www.advocate.com) online commentary by
Dr. Mary E. Hunt, dated December 6, 2005, under the title,
"Time for a Catholic Stonewall," Dr. Hunt cites the Vatican's
latest assault on its gay congregants and priests which
associates being gay with pedophilia and insults the values of
American Catholics, and says, "It's time for a Stonewall-sized
rebellion in favor of fairness."

\,

"The Stonewall was a gay bar in New York City where, in 1969,
patrons resisted arrest during one of the police's regular gay-
bashing raids. Rather than acquiesce to the harassment that
kept up a neurotic minuet between police and bar patrons,
courageous lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people stood up, spoke out, and
resisted:-T1ley probably surprised even themselves at the power of their own
righteous indignation.

Mary Hunt

"Catholics should respond to the latest Vatican bullying the same way. After decades
of the Vatican implementing a system that takes authority away from local
communities and presumes to impose its will on Catholics who can think for
themselves, it is time for Catholics to stand up, speak out, and resist.

"". ultimately, as Catholics face their Stonewall moment, where the choice to submit
means a choice to violate one's conscience, this is what it comes down to: the
meaning of the word catholic. Catholic means all-encompassing, universal,
comprehensive. Catholic does not mean exclusion from the community on the basis
of misinformed or capricious reasoning. This message of universal inclusion was the
lesson of the first Stonewall. It is still being learned by society as a whole. The
Gospel message of love and justice is reason to hope Catholics will be quicker on the
uptake."

Mary E. Hunt is co-director of the Women's Alliance for Theology Ethics and Ritual
(WATER) and a member of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force National
Religious Leadership Roundtable. Her article may be found at
www.dignityusa.org/stonewallmoment.html.

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.



Taking Responsibility
by George Wetzel

As we begin a new year, it is a good time to look back at 2005 and count the
blessings and graces that you have responded to and look forward to how you can
improve and expand your spiritual dimension in the coming year.

My topic for this month will not be positive nor confidence building for the year
2006, for I am deeply and profoundly concerned with the most recent turn by the
Vatican to exploit the prejudice and ignorance about homosexuality and the lives of
all lesbian, gay, transgender and bisexual human beings. In November, the Vatican
released an instruction that raises the question of whether gay men can be ordained
or even permitted to each in a seminary.

I acknowledge the need for the Vatican to have control over how and who are
eligible for the priesthood. However, this instruction, in my opining, attempts to
create a scapegoat out of gay people in order to obscure, deflect and deny the more
important questions of just who was more responsible for the recent sex abuse
scandal - the very small number of abusing priests or the very large percentage of
cardinals and bishops who worked diligently to cover up those crimes and deflect
responsibility from the church?

In addition to this capital deceit, I believe that the Vatican is unwilling to tolerate an
open discussion of the celibacy requirement for priesthood, the ordination of women,
a married clergy, the role of the laity in a shrinking priesthood, or repressive and
isolated authority more aligned with power and protection than with human beings
and compassion.

As contemporary politicians in this country have learned and taught, it is convenient
to scapegoat lesbians and gays for the high divorce rate, the breakdown of morality
and unbridled greed and power struggles than to honestly look at what we are and
who we are.

The current pope created the compassionate phrase "intrinsically disordered over
thirty-five years ago and had it put in the Catholic Catechism. Now that phrase is
used to deny that orientation the seminary. Listen carefully for any logic, reasoning,
scripture, science, or psychology to "prove it."

The pope appears to "unite" Catholics by scapegoating lesbians and gays as less
than human.

What is next?

Letter to the Editor
Dear Members and Friends of Dignity Chapters,

As you have perhaps seen from email messages and letters previously sent to
Dignity Chapters around the country, Dignity/Washington published a full-page
"Petition from a People in Exile" in the November 11, 2005 edition of the National
Catholic Reporter. It was a statement of our challenge to the Roman Catholic
hierarchy that they become more inclusive of GLBT members of the Church. We are
pleased and gratified that almost 400 people around the country have so far signed
on, in support of our petition. We plan to deliver the signed petitions to the National
Conf~r~~<::~_()fCa.~~()I_i<::.~!~~()p~<:>~~~~yy'~d.~.~~da.y.i_a.~~/..",()~19_~i~_~_~()a.pp~a.!<:>~<::~....w ••••• .i



, again for your assistance in helping us gather the signatures of as many supporters
as we can, as soon as possible. If your Chapter received our December 9 letter in
the mail, please note that it contained a "hard copy" version of our published
petition, which could be circulated through your organization, signed by your
leadership group, etc., and returned to us in the mail. If you or your members
prefer, you can also view and sign our petition on line, at our website:
www.dignitywashington.org.

We want to sincerely thank all those in your Chapter who have given us support
through their signatures. As we hope to wrap up the process of gathering
signatures by the end of January, we would like to request once again your kind
assistance in spreading the word to your members, as well as to other groups in
your area who might be supportive of the concerns of GLBT Catholics.

Thank you once again for your assistance in what we feel is a very important
endeavor.

Sincerely,

The Board of Directors of Dignity/Washington

721 8th St. SE, Washington, DC 20003, (202) 5462235

January 2006
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Mary, Epiphany Mass
Mother of 7:30 pm
God

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Baptism of Mass
the Lord 7:30 pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
2nd Sunday Board Mtg.
Ordinary Mass

7:30 pm

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
ycJ Sunday Mass
Ordinary 7:30 pm

29
4th Sunday

Ordinary

30 31
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A Season of Reflection
We have a full Lenten program planned for members this year, including
mass every Saturday night and select Sunday afternoons, and weekly
Soup and Study sessions on Wednesday nights.

During Lent, Dignity Houston and Grace Lutheran will co-host a weekly
Wednesday evening Soup Supper at 6:30 pm beginning March 8, 2006.
Following the supper, a Study of the Book of Lamentations will begin
promptly at 7:00 pm.

Fr. Bill will offer Sunday Services on March 5, March 26, April 2 and
April 9 at 5: 00 pm in the upstairs chapel.
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In this issue, DignityUSA responds to Pope Benedict's first encyclical, and
our own local columnist George Wetzel offers his insights on "Deus
Caritas Est."

Have a peaceful season, and please keep both our chapter and our sisters
and brothers nationwide in your prayers.

Convention 2007 Planning
by Gary Preuss
Austin, Texas

Our February 19 planning meeting in Austin went well, and thank you to all
who attended. The onsite visit at the Hyatt Regency on Saturday was
valuable for knowing our space prospects and limitations, and it was
fortunate that so many of us could attend mass at Saint Austin's on
Saturday evening.

As for inviting your speakers, please remember to cc: the group when you
send an invitation to potential speakers.

I thought the meeting went well, and we hope to have speakers from which
to select at our meeting in Dallas on May 6th at the home of Victor and
Russell. Thanks, Victor and Russell, for offering your house for the meeting.

Gary P.
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Response to "Deus Caritas Est"
From DignityUSA
Pope Benedict XVI's first encyclical letter asks Church to extend
true charity to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders

Washington, DC - DignityUSA applauds Pope Benedict's vision of
universal love and calls on the Church to extend God's love and enlightened
competent charitable service to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders.

In Pope Benedict's first encyclical letter, he presents different dimensions of
the concept of love, beginning with the Greek words "eros" and "agape."
The second part of the letter explores the Church's charitable work as love.
While not directly discussing sexual orientation or gender identity or
expression, the text is still significant for LGBTCatholics.

"We are encouraged that the Church acknowledges that God's love extends
to all, that it is universal," said Debbie Weill, executive director of
DignityUSA. "This point seems to be missing in most Vatican statements
regarding gays. lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders (GLBT) for many
years. When considering Pope Benedict's discussion of the different
dimensions of the concept of love, it is striking that in so many ways the
Catholic Church fails to love GLBTpersons. We hope the Church will model
God's love more closely in the future," Weill added.

"We also noted the Pope's insistence on professional competence for those
involved in Catholic social charity, who are responding to immediate needs
and specific situations," Weill continued. "DignityUSA strongly agrees and
asks the Vatican to apply these same standards to itself when discussing
issues of human sexuality or providing human sexuality social services. One
of the most regrettable aspects of Vatican statements on homosexuality and
human sexuality in general over the past several decades is their failure to
take into account ongoing research in the medical, psychological and social
sciences. In many instances, the Vatican has disregarded the advice of its
own experts on subjects ranging from contraception to sexual abuse to
homosexua Iity .

Our Church has long held that faith need not be in conflict with reason and
scientific knowledge. We call upon Pope Benedict and our bishops to make
a renewed commitment to that central tenet of Catholic belief and teaching.

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.



Community Events
Wednesday. March is. 2006 @ 7:30 pm
Rothko Chapel presents
THE STRUGGLE FOR TRUTH: VOICES FROM THE MARGINS
1409 Sui Ross at Yupon, Houston
www.rothkochapel.org or (713) 524-9839

A free, interfaith, interracial program as four lesbian and gay theologians--
Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, black and white--address religion from their
perspectives. Join Irene Monroe, Gabriel Blau, Robert Goss, Mark Jordan,
and moderator Jeffrey Kripal, and help initiate ongoing dialogues that
generate understanding and respect between gay and straight communities.

Tuesday. March 28. 2006 @ 8:00 pm
The Gay Men's Chorus of Houston presents
SEVENTIES FEVER
lones Hall, Houston
www.bayoucityperformingarts.com or (713) 521-SING

The greatest hits of the 70's with 130 singers, dancers and a boogie band.
Dress vintage! Musical cameo by the Bayou City Women's Chorus.

March 2006
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
Ash Mass
Wednesday 7:30 pm

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
t" Sunday Soup Mass
Lent 6:30 pm 7:30 pm

Mass Study
5:00 pm 7:00 pm

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
e= Sunday Soup St. Joseph, Husb
Lent 6:30 pm Patrick's of Mary

Study Day Mass
7:00 pm 7:30 pm

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
3td Sunday Soup Board Annunciation
Lent 6:30 pm 7:30 pm Mass

Study 7:30 pm
7:00 pm

26 27 28 29 30 31
4th Sunday Soup
Lent 6:30 pm

Mass Study
5:00 pm 7:00 pm



Easter Season
You are cordially invited to join us for the following services:

• Fr. Bill will offer Sunday Service on April 9 at 5:00 pm in the
upstairs chapel.

• We will offer the full Holy Week Triduim services - Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil at 7:30 pm each night.

• On Easter Sunday, we will host our annual Pot-Luck Dinner in the
Grace Fellowship Hall. We will gather at 3 pm and begin serving at
4pm.

In this issue, Dignity/Boston responds to their local diocese's stance on
adoption by gays, and local columnist George Wetzel offers his insights on
the controversy.

Have a peaceful season!

Spong GLAAD of Nomination

A PEBBLE IN MY SHOE - THE LIFE AND TIMES OF BISHOP JOHN
SHELBY SPONG was recently nominated for a GLAAD Media Award for
Outstanding Los Angeles Theater.

The world premiere stage performance was performed by Will & Company
at the Los Angeles Theater Center in October 2005 to standing ovations,
with Episcopal Bishop Spong and his wife; Christine, in attendance.

The play is based on Bishop Spong's autobiography, Here I Stand: My
Struggle For a Christianity of Integrity, Love and Equality. His achievements
include: ordaining the first openly-gay priest in the Episcopal Church in the
U.S. and ordaining the first woman priest in England.

He has authored nineteen books, including titles such as: The Sins of
Scripture, Living in Sin? A Bishop Rethinks Human Sexuality, Why
Christianity Must Change or Die, Rescuing the Bible From Fundamentalism
and Liberating the Gospels: Reading the Bible With Jewish Eyes.

The show is about to begin a National Tour and already scheduled to
perform at Unity Churches in Austin and Dallas, Texas and at the Highlands
Institute for American Religious and Philosophical Thought in North Carolina.

\/iew the website wvvw'vvillandcornpany:corn/pebble for the summary,
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reviews and further information. Those groups interested in booking the
show may contact Rebecca Davis by phone at 213-239-8777 or email
rebecca@willandcompany.com.

Boston Adoption Controversy
From DignityUSA
Boston, MA and Washington DC-The leaders of Dignity/Boston and
DignityUSA spoke out against pressure brought by Catholic leaders forcing an end
to the involvement of Catholic Charities of Boston in adoption.

Despite a unanimous vote of Catholic Charities' 42-member board in December 2005
to continue considering same-gender couples and gay and lesbian single persons as
adoptive parents, that decision has now been reversed. Catholic Charities of Boston
announced in a statement to the press, "we have encountered a dilemma we cannot
resolve," regarding their wish to continue adoption work under a contract with the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts versus the insistence of local church leaders and
Vatican officials that gay and lesbian parents not be considered. Massachusetts has
a non-discrimination law governing state-funded services.

"In all of this pressure and posturing, the real losers are the children who will now
likely have to wait longer for adoption," said Marianne Duddy-Burke, Dignity/Boston
spokesperson. "Catholic Charities did the right thing for years for children in need of
stable, loving homes -- they considered different family configurations for their
challenging cases. Now, Catholic Charities is being forced out of adoption work
altogether by church leaders who cannot tolerate any recognition of same sex
partnerships or gay or lesbian people raising children." Duddy-Burke and her
spouse Becky are adoptive parents of a daughter. They worked with the state
Department of Social Services on their adoption.

Local events may also be spurring action around the country. Currently, the
Archdiocese of San Francisco and numerous other dioceses are reviewing their
policies on adoption and Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney has filed proposed
legislation that would exempt Catholic Charities from the Massachusetts non-
discrimination law.

"Church leaders seem to be working over-time trying to demonize us, to expunge
any positive image society holds of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people,"
commented Debbie Weill, executive director of DignityUSA. "From Archbishop
Levada telling gay priests last month in Rome that they must stay closeted to this
attack on gay and lesbian parents who have provided homes for children with
special needs, the campaign is on. Church leaders are becoming increasingly
isolated in their hostile and inaccurate views. But our families, friends and co-
workers know the truth - they have celebrated the civil marriages of Catholic gay
and lesbian couples in Massachusetts and domestic partnerships in other states,
they see our family lives first hand and know our faith and our contributions to our
communities."

Dignity/Boston gathers for liturgy every Sunday at the Church of St. John the
Evangelist on Beacon Hill in Boston. Dignity/Boston is approaching its 35th year of
service to the community and witness to the Catholic Church. For more information,
please visit www.dignityboston.org or www.dignityusa.org



DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

April 2006
Sund&y Friday SaturdayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

1
Mass

7:30 pm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
sth Sunday Soup Mass

Lent 6:30 pm 7:30 pm

Mass Study
5:00 pm 7:00 pm

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Palm Holy Good Easter Vigil

Sunday Thursday Friday Mass

7:30 pm 7:30 pm 7:30 pm

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Easter
PotLuck Mass
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2nd Sunday Mass

of Easter 7:30 pm
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DUSA Applauds Senate Vote
Washington, DC - DignityUSA applauds the U.S. Senate, which on June 7
voted 49-48 to block further debate on the proposed constitutional
amendment to ban same-sex marriage. This vote was far from the 2/3
support required to begin the process of amending our Constitution.
Sponsors of the amendment had expected to have several more favorable
votes than the 48 votes in their 2004 consideration of this issue but,
Significantly, this failed to materialize. In response to what DignityUSA
leaders characterized as "clearly a mean-spirited partisan and
discriminatory attempt to rally conservative voters," the measure was
widely opposed by many senators, including moderate Republicans. The
amendment, frequently referred to as an act to "defend marriage," ironically
would have significantly limited future marriages by preventing gay and
lesbian couples from making their life-long marriage commitments. In
addition, it probably would have voided the legal marriages of some same-
sex 8,000 couples in Massachusetts.

For those truly interested in "defending marriage," DignityUSA suggests
they focus their energies on increasing support for families in tangibles
ways, including improved marriage counseling resources to help couples
and families restore communication, fidelity, trust and love. Experts agree
that there are many factors leading to the high divorce rate among
heterosexual couple, but same-sex marriage is not one of them.

Furthermore, DignityUSA calls on states around the country to follow the
lead of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vermont and California in extending
marital rights and other forms of legal recognition to gay and lesbian
families. Marriage equality is clearly working in Massachusetts, which has
the lowest divorce rate among the fifty states. Marriage equality for all
Americans is essential in dealing with the social ills of the country we so
love.

Just as we did in 2004, DignityUSA calls for fairness and justice in civil
society and the Church.

"As Americans, we remind our fellow citizens of a foundational principle of
our form of government: All are created equal. Consistent with the pursuit
of liberty and justice for all, same-sex couples should have full and equal
access to the rights and responsibilities bestowed by civil marriage.

"As Catholics, we remind our Church of a foundational conviction of our
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faith: God is love and all who abide in love abide in God and God abides in
them. The love that brings and binds two people of the same, or opposite
sex, together has a divine source. It is therefore sacramental in nature and
should be celebrated as such by our Church."

Sunday, June 18, 2006
Houston GLBT Pride Interfaith Service

Rev. Troy Plummer will be the featured guest preacher at this annual interfaith
service celebrating spirituality among all GLBTpeople. Dignity/Houston will have
representatives at the service. Join us!

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church,
1440 Harold

Interfaith Alliance for
Inclusiveness
cbbagby@sbcglobal.net

Tuesday, June 20, 2006
Taking Center Stage

That's right! The Bayou City Women's Chorus will premiere their first full stand
alone concert as they shine, shine, shine! These women will add a whole new
sound and color to the Bayou City Performing Arts audience. We welcome them
into the musical family With-open arms. From the angelic sounds of the classics to
the divas of every genre, the ladies want the stage. Come experience the joy, the
laughter, the heart and the soul of these women as they share their excitement
with you!

8-10 p.m.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church,
1440 Harold
cost: $15

Bayou City Performing Arts
PO Box 541004
Houston 1)( 77254-1004
713-521-7464
www.bayoucityperformingarts.
org

Saturday, June 24, 2006
Houston Pride Festival 2006

Get to the Parade site early and enjoy the day with friends, food and fun. There will
be a full day of GLBTentertainment on two stages, headlined by pop diva Taylor
Dayne with other national and local performers, a wide variety of community
organizations and businesses, and more. For more information, see the Festival
Website at www.pridehouston .org/celebration/festlval.php

2-8 p.m.
here! lV Entrance Gate on Commonwealth near
the comer of Westheimer & Montrose
cost: $10/$5 limited-time web purchase

Pride Houston
PO Box 66071
Houston 1)( 77266-6071
713-529-6979
713-529-6929 fax
info@pridehouston.org
www.pridehouston .org



Taking Responsibility
by George Wetzel
Dignity/Houston

The Associated Press release for Friday, May 12, 2006, stated that the Vatican felt
an "urgent" need to avoid confusion on the human unions based on ''weak love."
The release announced the wish to build a society that his "home to all men. H

If the Vatican truly believes that there is an 'urgent" need then rational people would
presume they would bring together the best scientists, phjlosophers and thinkers to
study and discuss and seriously address the urgency. Yet, we see no such
marshalling of talent, or science, of trained professionals to deal with this "urgency. "

What we get is a deliberate, intentional and ultimately misguided attempt to focus
the attention on tribal closed-minded and highly prejudicial statements that bear no
more resemblance to the message of Jesus Christ than the contortions and
rationalizations and deceptions that contributed to the support and justification for
slavery. Alas, for that matter, for the justifications and deceptions necessary to
promote a patriarchy in the age of reason and openness and honesty.

Perhaps it is appropriate for some poorly educated and trained and unsophisticated
humans to look down their noses at the "weak love" of those they either refuse to
engage in dialogue with or to acknowledge their fulfillment - but when a
sophisticated educated and well trained religion does so it smacks of desperation,
petty politics and irrationatity.

If the Vatican wishes to pontificate on "weak love" it might consider the "love" of
those cardinals and bishops who chose lying, deception, cover up and obfuscation in
the recent child abuse scandal. It might consider the role the Vatican has played in
the abuse of children through one Cardinal taw, removed to Rome and given a place
of honor to protect him from the criminal laws of the state of Massachusetts.

The Vatican will regain credibility and integrity when it begins to honestly and
compassionately focus on the whole range of human sexual orientations and
behaviors and gives up the lies and deception of is triballstic, irrational and
prejudiced patriarchal past.

Until then, it is the sound of tinkling brass in a world yearning for truth and honesty
and reason.

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, partidpate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.



Dignity Pride Service & Social
Sunday, lune 25, 2006

As in years past, Dignity/Houston will have an entry in the Houston Pride
Parade on Saturday, June 24, 2006 along lower Westheimer. Board
members will ride in a convertible behind the Dignity banner.

There will be no mass on Saturday night.

On Sunday, June 25, we will host a Prayer Service at 1:00 pm, followed
by an Ice Cream Social at 2:00 pm. All are invited to join us.

June 2006
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Mass

7:30 pm.

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Pentecost . Mass

7:30 pm

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Holy Trinity

Board Mass
7:30 pm 7:30 pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
11th Sacred John the
Ordinary Heart of Baptist
Time Jesus NO MASS

Pride
Parade

25 26 27 28 29 30
1~ Ordin. Peter and

PrayerSvc. Paul
1:00pm

Social

2:00 pm
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Newsle-t-ter July 2006

We are many parts; we are aI/ one boav.

Dignity/Houston, Inc.
is a not for profit organization dedicated to the
spiritual welfare of £lay and lesbian Catholics
and friends. All are invited to our religious

services and social gatherings.

Meetings At: Grace Church
2515 Waugh @ Missouri
Houston TX

Mail: PO Box 66821
Houston TX 77266
(713) 880-2872Phone:

Email:
Web-Site:

info@dignityhouston.org
www.dignityhouston.org

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcome to attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Mike Sheahan
Brent Clarkson
Mike Goertz
Margaret Thibodeaux
Syl Cascio
Boo Jeffcoat
Jim LeBlanc

DignityUSA
Web-site:

E-mail:

Mail:

www.dignityusa.org

dignity@aol.com

1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005
(800) 877-8797Phone:

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA, or

the Roman Catholic Church.
Publications of names and/or organizations
should not be construed as an indication of

sexual orientation.
Schedules subject to change.

This Month at Dignity ...
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

We thank all those who participated in the June pride
activities. In this issue, we have analysis of the
progress our community has made, news of a march
for truth, and a fond farewell to an old friend.

Peaceto all.

Taking Responsibility
After Pride

George Wetzel
DH Columnist

As the heat and the humidity and the glamour and the
glitz of Gay Pride Week fades away, life goes on with
the celebrations of the Fourth of July.

Let us look back on where we have been and where we
are going in this marvelous country of ours. I am no
more ignorant of the failings or foibles of this country
than I am of our church that continues to promote its
own brand of ignorance and fear and hatred toward the
GLBT of this world. For over thirty years this chapter,
through good times and bad, has been a beacon of
truth and light for those Catholics who were privileged
(in another context the adjective most likely would
have been "cursed") to be born GLBT.

When we first began there were very few institutions,
organizations or agencies capable, willing, or able to
minister to our physical, emotional, psychological or
social needs and desires. With more than a passing
look at the most recent Pride Parade participants, one
can see how far we have come in this minds of many

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2



DignityUSA
Begun in 1969 in San Diego
under the leadership of Fr.
Patrick Nidorf, OSA, first as a
counseling group and then a
support group in Los Angeles,
DignityUSA has been a national
organization since 1973.

Dignity IHouston
Established in 1974,
Dignity/Houston continues to
offer weekly Catholic mass to the
GLBT community. All are invited
to our religious services and
social gatherings.

Membership
There are no' fees required for
membership in Dignity/USA. -

Donations are appreciated, and
for a minimum contribution of
$50 for individuals and $100 for
couples, a portion of your
contribution to Dignity/USA is
given to the local chapter,
Dignity/Houston.

Your membership demonstrates
a commitment to furthering our
goals and supporting local
activities. Contact us at (713)
880-2872 or
info@dignityhouston.org

Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works
for a time when GLBT Catholics
are affirmed and experience
dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their
sexuality and, as beloved
persons of God, participate fully
in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.

Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

institutions in our community. While no one pretends this is a
period of Nirvana (we still live in the very red state of Texas,
and like the summer heat and humidity, there is very little we
can do about it) it is only fair and honest to look around at those
who have been willing to compassionately look at how GLBT
human beings are treated in our society. It is only faire to
honor those who in the face of the very strong influence of
right-wind fundamentalist Christianity, have faced the truth
about our tribe and been willing to overcome their fears, their
prejudices and their ignorance and see us as human beings and
no different than any other of God's children.

While the Pride Parade was a moment to enjoy, relax and be
entertained, it is also an opportunity to thank and appreciate
those organizations who opened their hearts to our community.

Look to those progressive individuals for further guidance and
hope and cooperation and we will all enjoy the fruits of honesty,
integrity, compassion and openness so necessary forthe good
life. .:.

In Memoriam - Jack Tweelings
Father Gary Kayler
Indianapolis, IN

Those of us who knew Jack Tweelings (1951-2006) have really
been in mourning since his untimely death of pancreatic cancer
on May 29th• It was doubly difficult in that he was first
hospitalized, then diagnosed, released to hospice and dead
within a month.

I first met Jack at a Dignity function. In 1984, both of us
attended the Dignity Region VII gathering in New Orleans. Jack
was very active in local, regional and national affairs for
Dignity/Houston, Dignity/Dallas and DignityUSA. We saw each
other often over the years. Few others have been as faithful to
Dignity and its mission as he.

One of his last activities was helping to plan and execute this
year's Holy Week services at Dignity/Dallas. He put on a brave
face, but those of us who knew him realized something was
amiss. Little did we realize just how quickly he would leave us.

Jack is survived by his longtime companion, Hugo "Buck" Diaz, a
brother who lives in Abilene, Texas, and by a host of friends
both in and out of DignityUSA.

May he rest in peace.
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Upcoming Events

Dignity IHouston
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each Saturday
night and then go to dinner at a
variety of restaurants. Join us!

BOARD MEETING

TrURSDAY - JULY 20
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

DignityUSA
SR. GRAMICK PILGRIMAGE TO SPAIN

NOVEMBER 2 - 10, 2006
Friends and advocates ofGLBT
Catholics. Phone Sr. Jeannine
Gramick at 301-864-3604 or e-mail
gramick@juno.com.

DUSA 18TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION

JULY 5 - 8, 2007 IN AUSTIN, TEXAS

www.dignityusa.org

FEAST OF ST. MARY OF MAGDALA

JULY 22, 2006
The feast is being celebrated by
more faith communities each year.
Info at www.futurechurch.org

Let Us Hear from
You!
We value your opinion. This journal
is the voice of ALL our members -
and first-time submissions are
highly encouraged. Please submit
articles and news items to Bill Moon
-or Margaret Thibodeaux at
DHNews@evl.net or call
(713) 880-2872.

A Soulfource Action
Dignity/USA
Washington DC

To counter the anti-gay rhetoric and activities of James
Dobson and his Focus on the Family organization, Soulforce,
Inc., is staging a non-violent demonstration with the theme
"The 1000 Watt March, Vigil, and Concert: Shedding the
Powerful Light of Truth on the Anti-Gay Dishonesty of Focus
on the Family. "

On July 17, same-gender couples, families with children,
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) individuals
and straight friends will undertake a week-long Justice March
which will commence from the steps of the Colorado State
Capitol building. A diverse selection of families from across
America will participate in the 55-mile "relay" style march;
each group of families taking turns walking a 4-mile segment
during the week until they reach the headquarters of Focus
on the Family.

Organizers hope the March will help America connect the
dots between the defamatory rhetoric that flows from Focus
on the Family and the legislative assault on the civil liberties
of LGBT people and their families.

On July 22, actor Chad Allen and Judy Shepard, executive
director of The Matthew Shepard Foundation, will lead the
crowd in a final two mile March from Rampart Park in
Colorado Springs to the headquarters of Focus on the
Family. The crowd will encircle James Dobson's
headquarters, joining hearts and hands in vigil as they
peacefully call on him to cease his defamation of the LGBT
community. Afterwards, Broadway star Billy Porter will
protest in song outside Focus on the Family, with a jazz
concert that celebrates the lives of all people and loving
relationships that seek the American dream.

For more about the Soulforce 1000 Watt March, Vigil and
Concert, please go to www.soulforce.org/1000wattmarch.

The DignityUSA Board of Directors encourages Dignity
members, friends and allies from Colorado, nearby areas and
elsewhere to lend their support in whatever way possible to
serve as messengers of truth and justice. .:.

DHN • July 2006. Page 3



Join us each
Saturday @ 7:30 pm

July 2007
Sunday

.............-........•-....•., - -......•.........- r- ..·..··-······-······-·-·-·· ·· , - - - - -.- - ,-'-" - - ;

Monday Tuesday ,Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

,..... -- -.. - - r.. · · c·.. -··· ·- ..· _· ···..· -····r- - -.-..---- - -...•..- -..- - - - - -_ - ..-' --- .. ",-'-"---"--"--" _- f

! 1
Mass

7:30 pm

r·-.. ···..· - - -- - -.- -..... . -- _- - _ - - - _ - c · ..- -. - - -...•. _.- -.-- - -..'

2
13th Sunday

Ordinary

3 j 4
Happy BD

Jose S

5 6
Happy BD

Henry P

7 8
Mass

7:30 pm

;--_._-_ •.. - ••.••• __ •.• _ •. -r r - - __ _._---_ __ .__ _--- _ _." .. - .. --- - .

9
14th Sunday

Ordinary
Happy BD
Robert H

10 11 12 14

Mass
7:30 pm

16
lsth Sunday

.. Ordinary

, 23 ,24
· 16th Sunday
: Ordinary

· ..'_._, ..

· 30
· 17h Sunday

Ordinary

17 18
HappyBD

PaulO

19 20 21
Board

7:30 pm

22

! 25 ,27 ·28.. 26

7:30 pm .

"j
...... ;''''--'-' ....--'.--.--....-.---.,-~

31

DHN • Juiy 2006. Page 4



Q!gm!Y~
Newsle-t-ter November 2006

Weare many parts; we are all one body.

Dignity IHouston, Inc.

is a not for profit organization dedicated to the
spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian catholics
and friends. All are invited to our religious

services and social gatherings.

Meetings At: Grace Church
2515 Waugh @ Missouri
Houston TX

Mall: PO Box 66821
Houston TX 77266

Phone: (713) 880-2872

Email:
Web-Site:

info@djgnityhouston.org
www.dignityhouston.org

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcome to attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Mike Sheahan
Albert Cepeda
Mike Goertz
Margaret Thibodeaux
Boo Jeffcoat
Jim leBlanc
George Wetzel

DignityUSA
Web-site:

E-mail:

Mail:

www.dignityusa.org

dignjty@aol.com

1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005
(800) 877-8797Phone:

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA,

Grace Church, or the Roman Catholic Church.
Publications of names and/or organizations
should not be construed as an indication of

sexual orientation.
Schedules subject to change.

This Month at Dignity ..•
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

At their October meeting, the Dignity Houston
Board of Trustees formally welcomed new members
beginning their two-year terms. Albert Cepeda will
serve as Vice President and columnist George
Wetzel and Jim LeBlanc will serve as Trustees at
Large.

Returning members are President Mike Sheahan,
Treasurer Mike Goertz, Secretary Margaret
Thibodeaux, and Trustee Boo Jeffcoat.

The Board thanks outgoing Vice President Brent
Clarkson and Trustee Syl Casio for their service to
our organization.

The November calendar includes our annual
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner. We will gather on
November 23 at 3 pm and begin serving at 4 pm.
Bring a covered dish and a friend and join us.

Looking forward to next month, the Dignity Singers
have scheduled the annual Christmas Caroling at
Kroger forSaturday, December 9 from 2 - 5 pm.

Peaceto all.

Taking Responsibility
Sorry if you're offended .

George Wetzel
DH Columnist

In the Houston Chronicle for Monday, September 18,
2006, the pope apologized "for the reactions in some
countries to a few passages in (his) address which
were considered offensive."

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2



Membership

DignityUSA Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

Begun in 1969 in San Diego
under the leadership of Fr.
Patrick Nidorf, OSA, first as a
counseling group and then a
support group in Los Angeles,
DignityUSA has been a national
organization since 1973.

While I certainly sympathize with the sad situation the
pope found himself in and decry and deplore the vastly
exaggerated, overreaction of some (stirred by the usual
suspects), to these remarks it is important to look a bit
more carefully at this "apology."

I am a strong supporter of freedom of speech and was
disappointed that the pope would not proclaim this in his
response to the incendiary reactions to his speech. It is
well known that free speech is already a limited commodity
among these followers of radical clerics and criminally
fundamentalist imams. But this is no time for us to allow
their intolerance and restrictive rights to free speech to
limit our own!

Dignity / Houston
Established in 1974,
Dignity/Houston continues to
offer weekly Catholic mass to the
GLBT community. All are invited
to our religious services and
social gatherings.

In fact it just might be the right moment to join hands and
proclaim our fervor and enthusiasm for freedom of speech
as opposed to those who would deny it or so racially
infringe it out of existence. And, I owe these thoughts and
impressions to an editorial written by Anne Applebaum of
the Washington Post.

When I went to school I was taught that you apologized for
something you had done, personally. I am not responsible
for the reactions of others and I an in no position to
apologize for their reactions. However I am responsible for
what I say and do. Several paragraphs back, I put the
pope's apology in parenthesis. I did that because, in my
own opinion, he did not apologize. He was sorry for the
"reaction" of others. Sadly, that is the current version of a
politician's copout, where there is little sorrow for what is
said or done, but a great deal of sorrow for getting caught
or having your words or behavior exposed to the public.

Perhaps I am stretching this polnt but as I see it, the pope
should apologize and explain just why he chose the
passage he read. There is the crux of an apology.
Anything less is an attempt to slide by the true problem.

So let us watch carefully what the pope says and does in
the future - for if he is sincere in his apologies he has a lot
to say toward this community for the things he has said,
and done, and the things he has instructed others to say
and do toward our community. .:.

There are no fees required for /
membership in Dignity/USA.

Donations are appreciated, and
for a minimum contribution of
$50 for individuals and $100 for
couples, a portion of your
contribution to Dignity/USA is
given to the local chapter,
Dignity/Houston.

Your membership demonstrates
a commitment to furthering our -
goals and supporting local
activities. Contact us at (713)
880-2872 or
info@dignityhouston.org

Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works
for a time when GLBT Catholics
are affirmed and experience
dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their
sexuality and, as beloved
persons of God, participate fully
in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.
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Upcoming Events

Dignity / Houston
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS
7:30 P.M.
We gather for mass each Saturday
night and then go to dinner at a
variety of restaurants. Join us!

BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY- NOVEMBER16
7:30 P.M.
All are welcome to attend.

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK DINNER

THURSDAY- NOVEMBER23
MEETAT3 - EATAT4
Bring acovered dish and join us for
our annual holiday dinner.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT KROGER

SATURDAY- DECEMBER9
2:00 - 5:00 PM
The Dignity Singers will once again
serenade shoppers at Montrose
Kroger. Proceeds benefit Stone
Soup ..

DignityUSA
DUSA 18TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION

JULY5 - 8, 2007 IN AUSTIN,TEXAS
www.dignityusa.org

Let Us Hear from
You!
We value your opinion. This journal
is the voice of ALL our members -
and first-time submissions are
highly encouraged. Please submit
articles and news items to Bill Moon
or Margaret Thibodeaux at
DHNews@ev1.net or call
(713) 880-2872.

DignityUSA Announcements
Dignity /USA
Washington DC

Fiscal Year Ends in Black
Thanks to the special generosity of many donors and attention to
effective cost-cutting measures, DignityUSA completed its fiscal
year 2005-2006, ended 9/30/06 "in the black" with a surplus
carryover to FY 2006-2007.

Executive Director Steps Down
Debra Weill has stepped down from the position of DignityUSA ,
executive director effective October 8, 2006, upon mutual
agreement with the national board of directors.

Sam Sinnett said, "We are grateful for Debbie's service to
DignityUSA and her commitment to the goals of equality and
inclusion for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender Catholics in the
church and society."

Board Favors Relocation of National Office
During its meeting of Oct 6-8, 2006, DignityUSA's board of
directors recommended the adoption of the report findings of the
ad hoc committee investigating cost savings in an alternate location
of the national office.

The proposed move to Dignity Center, Washington, DC, a building
owned by Dignity/Washington (DC), could effect a savings of
$1,000 a month in rental costs. Operations of the national office of
DignityUSA will continue for now with the current staff at the
current location while Dignity leaders consider strategic and cost-
savings measures such as staffing options and alternative office
space.

New Jersey Marriage Ruling
In October, the New Jersey Supreme Court held that committed
same-sex couples must be afforded on equal terms the same rights
and benefits enjoyed by opposite-sex couples under the civil
marriage statutes. The name to be given to the statutory scheme
that provides full rights and benefits to same-sex couples, whether
marriage or some other term, is a matter left to the democratic
process. DignityUSA is proud to have been an "Amici" signatory to
an Amicus Brief on behalf of the successful seven same-sex
couples. .:.
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Thanksgiving
Potluck

Thursday, Nov. 23
Gather at 3 pm
Eat at 4 pm
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