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PHOENIX CONVENTION A SUCCESS
The dates of March 29 - 31 were busy ones

for members of American Gay/Lesbian Atheists.
These were the dates for the 21 st Annual Conven-
tion of American Atheists, held at the Scottsdale
Plaza Resort in Scottsdale, AZ. Each year, more
and more members of AGLA attend this function,
and this year was no exception.

AGLA always plays a significant role at
the Convention, with its own' 'breakout" meeting---..--- .
and many individual members participating in the
various activities of the Convention.

This year, AGLA Phoenix Coordinator,
Douglas McNeil, headed a panel discussion group
entitled, "Do-It-Yourself State/Church Separa-
tion," which focused upon the Danforth Cross
case at Arizona State University at Tempe, in
which McNeil was a plaintiff.

Another panel featured AGLA' s National
Secretary, Mark Franceschini, who participated in
the workshop entitled, "The Lazy Atheist's Guide
to Political Power." Mr. Franceschini joined
Marie Castle of the Twin Cities Chapter of Ameri-
can Atheists in instructing Atheists how to be-
come involved in local grass-roots politics. In
1989, Mr. Franceschini ran for the position of
Precinct Judge in the area of Houston where he
resides.

Doug McNeil received an engraved plaque
in recognition for his work and dedication in
furthering the outreach of AGLA in Phoenix and
throughout the State of Arizona. The plaque was
presented to him during AGLA's breakout meet-
ing on Friday, March 29.

Look for more coverage, including pho-
tos, of AGLA's activities at the American Atheist
Convention in next month's issue.

DIAL-A-GAY-ATHEIST'S CALL FOR
'REPUDIATION OF

PASSOVER AND EASTER'
RECEIVES NATIONAL ATTENTION

In a press release issued 22 March 1991,
Don Sanders, National Director of American Gay/
Lesbian Atheists, notified media sources around
the country that the organization's Dial-A-Gay-
Atheist services were calling for Jews to repudiate
Passover due to the fact that "the foundational
premise of Passover is a lie since the Jews have
never been held captive in Egypt nor have they
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ever been residents of that nation in any collective
sense." Sanders also pointed out that the story of
Passover is one which incorporates tremendous
sadism and glorifies murder and horrendous meth-
ods of torture.

In addition, the press release called upon
the Christian community to cancel the celebration
of Easter as the time ofJesus' resurrection "due to
the fact that there simply is no historical evidence
that a person named Jesus ever lived during the
time and period of his alleged life."

As a result of the outspoken press release,
AGLA and its Dial-A-Gay-Atheist services re-
ceived national media exposure during this year's
Christian' 'heat season." Editorialist Rob Morse
of the San Francisco Examiner railed against Dial-
A-Gay-Atheist, saying that "the only good thing
about the Dial-A-Gay-Atheist phone line is that
it's not based in San Francisco, but (in) Houston."
Ok, San Francisco members, it's time to open a
Dial-AsGay-Atheist line in the City by the Bay so
that Mr. Morse and his ilk really have something to
scream about. Sanders was also the guest on the
Ben Baldwin Show on WOAI radio in San Anto-
nio, TX. WOAI is a high-power AM talk station
that is heard in approximately 24 states. In addi-
tion, Sanders was contacted by WLS radio of
Chicago, but the station later cancelled because the
scheduled interview time would have been on
"Good Friday. " The station was afraid that such
an interview might infuriate its Christian audience.
We have been managing to attain a tremendous
amount of publicity in recent days, and besides the
sources listed above, there have been others. Read
on.

THE PRESS KEEPS CALLING
During the week prior to leaving for the

American Atheist Convention, Sanders was con-
tacted by The Phoenix Resource, a newspaper
serving the Lesbian and Gay community of Phoe-
nix and surrounding area, and was asked for an
exclusive interview to be released during the time
of the Convention, held each year at Easter. The
interview was done in Playboy-style and covered
two pages of the magazine. Doug McNeil was also
featured in the same publication with his article
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entitled, "Jesus Who?" which debunked the cover
story entitled, "Was Jesus Gay?" by the "Rever-
end" Charlotte Strayhorn of the Phoenix Metro-
politan Community Church.

In another interview conducted recently,
Sanders' opinions were featured in an article en-
titled, "Giving Up on God," in N Magazine, a
publication of Northwestern University in Chi-
cago. The article focused on the phenomenon of
Gays attempting to accommodate religion into
their lives, citing the personal experiences of a
number of Gays and Lesbians who are struggling
with the manner in which their chosen religion
views homosexuality. Sanders' views and com-
ments are widely featured throughout the article.
For a copy of "Giving Up on God," in N Maga-
zine, the interview of Sanders in the Phoenix
Resource or the article by McNeil in the same
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publication, send $3.00 for each article so as to
cover the costs of photocopies and postage. We'll
cheerfully pass these along to you.

PHOENIX & TUCSON NEED YOUR HELP
Doug McNeil has notified AGLA's Na-

tional Office that city of Phoenix will be celebrat-
ing its Lesbian/Gay Pride Week function called
Desert Pride, on Sunday, June 2, at Kiwanis Park
in Tempe. Please mark your calendar as Phoenix
will be celebrating Pride Week early this year. For
Pride Week, Doug is calling on all area members to
assist with the production and/or the financing of a
banner which can be used this year at Desert Pride
and during other years at marches, booths, and
other functions. Suggestions, time, talent, materi-
als and money are needed. If you can supply any
of these necessities, please contact Doug. The
Phoenix Chapter's telephone number and address
are listed within this publication.

Although New York has not announced its
plans for the upcoming Pride Week, we are certain
that New York City area members will have the
opportunity to march in the big Heritage of Pride
parade this year. Contact AGLA's New York
Chapter for details or attend AGLA's monthly
meetings on the first Sunday of each month at the
Lesbian/Gay Community Services Center in the
Village. You can find AGLA's meeting notifica-
tion in the pages of Outweek magazine.

DIRTY LAUNDRY
(In the March edition, Volume 9, Number

3, The AGLA featured an article in its NEWS TO
USE column entitled, "Outspoken Gay Priest Has
AIDS," about openly Gay Episcopal priest, Robert
Williams' recent diagnosis of AIDS. The article
stated that Williams had suspected for some time
prior to actual diagnosis that he might have been
infected with the virus that causes AIDS, but had
refused to be tested for antibodies to the virus that
causes AIDS because of fear. It is our opinion that
ignorance is not blissful. Williams' assumption
was proven to be correct when he was admitted to
a New York City hospital with a diagnosis of
pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP).

After recovery from the pneumonia, Wil-

Dial-A-Gay-Atheist
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Your Outspoken Voices of Freedom

Iiams joined the Hemlock Society, a right-to-die
organization which has many Atheist members,
but later reverted to fundamentalism by joining a
pentecostal Gay faith healing group which prac-
tices laying on of hands as a cure for AIDS.
According to media sources, Williams also ad-
vodates avoiding AZT, the only approved anti-
AIDS drug, while promoting the taking of mega-
doses of Vitamin C and garlic. The reader was
offended that our editor criticized Williams and his
search for quack remedies. The unedited letter, in
it entirity, follows.)

A Reader Writes ...
Gay Atheists of America (sic) --
I didn't see any "letters" column in our latest

newsletter -- but I hope you will print/share this with our
fellow Atheists.

There is a horrible and ugly hate in the atheist
movement which repulses me.

An example was your snide and gloating con-
demnation of Rev. Williams (sic) AIDS diagnosis and
refute (sic) of "faith healing," etc.

Rev. Williams is a visionary and progressive per-
son who challenged his church on its narrow interpretation
of "marriage" -- arguing that so long as people were
faithful to their own commitment to one another -- at the
time of their union -- then they deserved the blessing of the
church.

I am an Atheist and, yet, I feel compelled to defend
this man since -- regardless of his "faith" and "belief in
religion" he had the basic human decency to answer my and
my lover's request for a marriage ceremony -- literally, as
my lover lay dying of AIDS.

Rev. Williams is not our enemy! He stands for the
dignity of gay love and commitment.

You belittle this man because he found the strenght
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(sic) to continue on with his life once he'd been diagnosed
with AIDS in his admittedly (our opinion) irrational faith.

What an ugly an (sic) inhumanitarian face militant
atheists take when they mock and condemn this man -- who
was willing to confront his superiors by "marrying" my
lover and myself knowing full well that I was an atheist -- we
were his first gay wedding!

Life is too short to spend it spewing hate on the
majority of humanity who seems (sic) to need to believe in
a "hereafter" and reward for a good life.

I find Free Inquiry and the humanist perspective
much warmer, open and humane. I find nothing -- spiritu-
ally, marally (sic) or humanlly (sic) -- uplifting in the
official "atheist" publications -- (sic)

I have always called myself an' 'ecumenical near-
militant atheist." I don't consider' 'faith" and' 'belief" a
matter of choice. You "believe" or you don't! "I don't!"
But, most people seem to need faith!

Human beings are weak. Aren't we strong enough
in our own 'nonbelief'(sic) to accept that? I am!

If Rev. Williams finds the strenght (sic) in his
"faith" to embrace hope and life -- and to reject "death"
and the "Hemlock Society" (sic) -- I say hurray for him!!

Life is about living -- believer or non-believer --
and anything that gives someone the strenght (sic) to contin-
ued (sic) despite and (sic) "AIDS diagnosis" is a positive
influence -- whether it be an "irrational" faith or not.

Why do' 'militant atheists" have to be so ugly and
inhuman? Why can't we share in the beauty and inspiration
that is life itself???

I doubtthat the facist (sic), ugly, totalitarian "athe-
ist" (sic) movement will dare publish this dissent -- but I
really don't care that much -- because you have forgotten
what it is to be weak and human!

I embrace humanity and human kindness -- whether
that comes from certified non-belief or simple, faithful

'people! -- (sic) I believe -- not in God or religion -- but in
something called "the human spirit" -- maybe just in the
decency of ordinary human beings -- (sic)

Rev. Williams is a fine and prophetic leader in our
world. What a pity that you are so consumed by your own
ugly hate that you cant (sic) see that.

Such circumstances as these make me want to take
the "low" road -- just to tick you off -- and say that if "push
comes to shove" on all this --my "prayers" are for Rev.
Williams and not for ugly hateful people like you -- !!!

Yours Truly --
A "nonbeliever" who stands by a "good believer" --
Randy W., New York City

P.S. -- This letter is more for Rev. Williams than
for you intolerant jerks. He is enough of a human being to
appreciate the message -- you I'm not sure about.

(Editor's comment: It is the unanimous opinion of
the members of AGLA's "fascist, ugly, and totali-
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tarian" Board of Directors that the writer has al-
ready taken the "low road." His use of religious
terminology and his willingness to accommodate
religion indicate that he is terribly confused about
Atheism. In a previous letter written to us several
months ago, the writer explained that Williams
refused several requests to "marry" him and his
lover, and it was not until the writer offered to pay
did Williams concede to perform the religious
ceremony. We should also note that while we are
sorry that Williams has AIDS, as a public figure he
should take greater responsibility than to revert to
unproven and unscientific remedies and treatments
for the viral infection. The CDC has recently
declared that the taking of megadoses of Vitamin C
by those infected with AIDS can cause diarrhea, a
condition which should be avoided at all costs by
infected individuals. To date, the only recognized
treatment against the virus is AZT, which Wil-
liams has shunned for the practice of the laying on
of hands. False hope is worse than no hope at all.

We see nothing "visionary" in retreating
to the worthless fantasy of fake AIDS "cures,"
nor nothing admirable about an individual who
knows nothing about medicine, yet promotes medi-
cal advice of charlatans and quacks. Randy, we are
not intolerant of Williams. We support his right to
do as he wishes, however, we are intolerant of his
ignorance and the possible harm that may corne to
others by his advocacy of quack cures and medie-
val notions. Despite Williams' honesty about his
sexual orientation, he is no different than any other
minister.

We hope that our writer will corne to see
the incongruities in Mr. Williams' chosen course
of action.)

_NEWS TOUSE_
A MATTER OF TRADITION

Daniel and Vivian Weisman of Providence,
RI, had had enough prayers being uttered at the
graduation ceremonies at their daughters' public
school, so they, with the assistance of the Rhode
Island affiliate of the American Civil Liberties
Union, filed suit against the Providence school
board in order to stop the religious exercises.



The Weisman's, who are Jews, first com-
plained about commencement prayers at the 1986
graduation ceremony at Nathan Bishop Middle
School when their daughter, Merith, called the
Superintendent the next day to complain that the
prayer thanking Jesus Christ violated the First
Amendment's call for separation between state
and church.

Then, in 1989, the Weisman's younger
daughter, Deborah, found out that a rabbi would be
offering prayers at her graduation ceremonies.
She, too, complained that prayers conducted by a
rabbi at such a function could offend the religious
sensibilities of non-Jews, and should be avoided
completely. Shortly thereafter a suit was filed
challenging the legality of prayers at commence-
ment ceremonies. Two lower courts have ruled in
the Weisman's favor, upholding the barring of
graduation prayers at Providence public schools.
However, the school board has continued to appeal
each decision, now forcing the matter into the risky
and unpredictable hands of the Supreme Court of
the United States.

This is a case in which all Atheists and
strict constitutionalists will be watching very care-
fully, for if the Supreme Court overturns the deci-
sions of the lower courts, it may open the doors
even wider for further accommodation of religion
not only in the public schools, but throughout
society since the prayer proponents are arguing
that because prayers at graduation ceremonies are
"traditional," they should be allowed. We must
be concerned about the term "traditional."

BUSH FILES "AMICUS CURIAE" BRIEF
As soon as President Bush heard the news

that attorneys for the Providence school board had
filed a Writ of Certiorari (a pleading for review)
for their case with the Supreme Court, pious George
Bush, along with the U.S. Department of Justice,
filed anAmicus Curiae (afriend-of-the-court) brief
on behalf of the school board. The President's
Amicus brief stated that schools do not violate the
constitutionally required separation of state and
church when they allow guest speakers to deliver
invocations or benedictions at graduation ceremo-
nies. Please note the reference to "guest speak-

ers."
Justice Department lawyers further argued,

, 'Such ceremonies typically occur but once a year.
They are not addressed to children alone but to
families as a whole which are ... a natural bulwark
against any coercion." The Justice Department's
doublespeak continued, "Whatever special con-
cerns about subtle coercion may be present in the
classroom setting ... they do not carry over into the
commencement setting, which is more properly
understood as a civic ceremony than part of the
educational mission. "

In addition to the President's backing of
the overturning of the decisions of the lower courts,
the Utah Department of Education, which is in-
volved in a similar case, has promised $10,000
toward the legal expenses of the Providence school
board's appeal. The case is expected to cost the
city of Providence upwards of $50,000. It is a case
of major importance to us Atheists.

If prayers at graduation ceremonies are
ruled simply a matter of' 'tradition," the very civil
and human rights of Atheists will be at extreme
jeopardy. The majority opinion in this case could
have far-reaching consequences which could set
precedent for many state/church separation cases
to come, and the stacking of the Court with reli-
gious conservatives is an ominous sign (The New
York Times, 3/19/91; The Houston Post, 2/23/91).

BUSH TO THE MIDDLE CLASS:
MIDDLE FINGER UP

In its recently submitted budget, the Bush
Administration secretly proposed that the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) stop targeting wealthy
individuals and companies for its audits, but direct
its ire, instead, on middle and lower income tax-
payers.

When IRS Commissioner Fred Goldberg
denounced Bush's proposal as "no-good tax pol-
icy," the IRS found that its budget request for an
additional $76 million to catch rich tax cheats had
been drastically reduced to a mere $6 million.
That's a $70 million reduction, folks!

It seems that George Bush has been some-
what upset with the IRS since he was forced to pay
nearly $200.000 in taxes, penalties and interest on
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the sale of an $843,000 house he sold in Houston in
1984. Knowing that middle and lower income
individuals usually always pay without protest
when confronted by the heavy-hand of the IRS and
that the wealthy can afford to hire lawyers to often
stall a case for years, Bush is using his influence as
Chief Executive Officer to protect his rich buddies
while at the same time getting revenge on the IRS
and the middle class (Time, 4/1/91).

We are beginning to see a pattern with the
Bush Administration in getting even with those
with whom the President disagrees. Bush has
expressed this pattern of behavior with the inva-
sion of Panama and the capture of Noriega, with
the recent Persian Gulf situation and his personal
vendetta against Saddam Hussein, and now with
his drastic budget cut at the IRS. Will he now turn
his venom toward us Atheists for challenging him
on his 1987 statement that "Atheists cannot be
citizens nor patriots because this is 'one nation
under ,God?'"

NORIEGA 'RECEIVES' J.C.
It was no formal affair -- the silver service

was not utilized and the best china was left in
storage -- but reports from the Associated Press
have it that the deposed Panamanian leader and
formerCIA-puppet-gone-astray, Manuel Noriega,
"received Jesus as savior" on the 15th of May
1990 at 11 A.M.

"Receiving Jesus, " a term coined by evan-
gelical Christians which is sometimes referred to
by the religious nuts as becoming "born-again,"
involves a strongly felt moment when a "sinner"
commits oneself to following the precepts of the
mythical Christian deity.

This is particularly interesting in the case
of Noriega since he is of a Roman Catholic back-
ground and also has a reputation for dabbling in
Eastern religions as well as the occult.

It seems, however, that the Federal Gov-
ernment allowed two Texas-based evangelists to
have access to the heavily guarded Noriega so that
they could bombard him with Christian fundamen-
talism in order that they could claim they had won
a "conversion." Noriega is no different from
many within the prison systems of the United
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States, as our taxpayer-supported "correctional"
facilities have become nothing more than play-
grounds for various and sundry evangelical con-
version artists who prey upon a captured audience.
We suspect that Mr. Noriega considered it to be in
his best interest to claim he had become "born-
again," since such a position has proven to be very
effective with American judges and juries in hav-
ing greater leniency (The New York Times, 3/21/
91).

BEWARE OF
GOVERNMENT -SPONSORED PORN

The Bush Administration funded U.S.
Obscenity Enforcement Unit is busy at work trying
to snare you into its well-baited trap and we don't
want you to become a victim, so we're warning
you herein. Here's more about how your hard-
earned tax dollars are being squandered in order to
entrap you and your friends so that the already
overcrowded prison system may become even
more populated.

The U.S. Obscenity Enforcement Unit, a
heavily funded program operating under the aus-
pices of the U. S. Department of Justice, has set up
a sham company in the U.S. Virgin Islands called
Island Ventures.

Island Ventures is sending mailings to resi-
dents of various states, particularly those living in
Texas, inviting them to purchase erotic materials
allegedly involving minors. If you fill out and
return the questionnaire or order products from
Island Ventures, you will be subject to arrest for
conspiracy and your home will be raided by Fed-
eral and/or local law enforcement officers (Inches
Magazine, March 1991).

If you receive any mail from the Virgin
Islands-based Island Ventures, simply ignore it.
DO NOT order any merchandise from them; DO
NOT answer any questionnaire you may be sent.
Simply toss the material into the nearest garbage
can. Better yet, shred it prior to tossing. Who
knows, the garbage police may be lurking, too.

AMERICANS ARE
A BLOOD THIRSTY LOT

It seems that a majority of Americans did



not fill their appetites for mass destruction, murder
and mayhem at the close of the recent war against
Iraq. According to a Newsweek magazine poll, a
majority of Americans support U.S. forces resum-
ing military action in the Persian Gulf in order to
kill Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. The Newsweek
telephone poll of 763 people showed that 86 per-
cent of respondents approved of Bush's handling
of the Persian Gulf situation, while 57 percent
support further action to drive out Hussein, and 77
percent support sending troops on the offensive if
Hussein uses chemical or biological weapons against
rebel groups (The Houston Post, 3/17/91). Ameri-
cans will find any excuse to play Rambo. Since
when have we started caring about the Kurdish
people or the rest of the "heathen" Moslems? We
are a bored nation, whose citizens have been easily
swayed by political hype and patriotic rhetoric.

ONE THANKSGIVING IS NOT ENOUGH,
, ACCORDING TO BUSH

Bush was in Houston recently to celebrate
the dates of April 5 - 7 as his proclaimed "National
Days of Thanksgiving' 'to give' 'thanks to God for
the liberation of Kuwait," the "remarkable unity
of our people" and to pray for the "blessings of
peace and liberty for our troops." Insert finger
into mouth and gag!

In between endless sessions of jogging
around The Houstonian, the swank high-rise resi-
dence he calls home, Bush set aside his running
shoes to attend Sunday services at St. Michael's
Episcopal Church (of course, the media was there!)
where he took to the pulpit to thank Christians and
Jews for supporting the troops, supporting the
assault against Iraq, and thanking the people for
their prayers which made the American victory in
the Gulf possible (The Houston Post, 4/6/91). Of
course, the fact that a superpower was engaged in
a military conflict with a third world nation had
nothing to do with America's victory. God gets the
credit.

Mr. Bush and his Administration still have-
n 't revealed what they know about the vast amount
of destruction and the number of innocent people
killed by the "smart bombs." We're likely not to
know the truth for a very long time, if ever.

POLL DEMONSTRATES
AMERICANS ARE

'AN INCURABLY RELIGIOUS CULTURE'
The results of a survey of 600 American

adults (300 men and 300 women) conducted be-
tween January 17 - 20, show that 40 percent of
respondents said they valued their relationship
with God above all else -- hear that, above all other
relationships including with spouses, children,
parents, friends, pets, etc. -- while only 2 percent
said that a job that paid well was the most impor-
tant thing in their life. The survey was conducted
by Princeton (University) Research for the Life-
time television show The Great American TV Poll.

The findings of the poll were as sweet as
music to the ears of the religious nuts. William
McKinney, dean of Hartford Seminary said of the
poll's results, "The people who are shocked are
those who believe this country is more secular than
it really is. We're in some ways an incurably
religious culture (The Houston Chronicle, 4/4/
91)."

This poll may indicate why this nation lags
behind every other in areas of health care and
social services and why it maintains the worst
record on education of any Western nation. Only
the out-of-the-closet Atheists can pull the U.S. out
of the quagmire, but it will be no easy task.

GOD'S COUNTRY IS
RAPE CAPITOL OF THE WORLD

As pollsters demonstrated that Americans
are tossing aside their concerns for health, inter-
personal relationships, and jobs for more other-
worldly matters such as "faith in god," statistics
from a recently released U.S. Senate report show
that as religious influence (read oppression) in-
creases, so do the number of rapes. After all,
sexual repression and violence go hand in hand in
a religiously-dominated society. The figures play
this out.

Last year, the number of reported rapes in
the United States exceeded 100,000 for the first
time in history. The report issued by the Demo-
cratic majority staff of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee said the rape rate had increased four times
faster than the overall crime rate over the last ten
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years. California and Texas led the pack in the
number of reported rapes, with 12,413 and 8,427
respectively (The Houston Post, 3/22/91). An
increase in rape is but another example of a crum-
bling and sick society. But, who need worry? God
is on our side, and he/she/it is busy in New Eng-
land.

HANG 'EM HIGH IN MASSACHUSETTS
As the nation focuses more on matters of

spirituality, legislation to protect the supernatural
from desecration or ridicule is naturally to follow.
In Massachusetts, the state that gave us the Salem
Witch Trials, such legislation is rearing its ugly
head.

Massachusetts State Representative Philip
Travis has introduced legislation that will make it
"a crime against humanity and the living memory
of the dead" (how can a crime be committed
against a memory?) to either satirize or modernize
religious figures or texts. The bill is in response to
recent works such as Martin Scorsese' s film, "The
Last Temptation of Christ," (I jokingly refer to it
as The Last Penetration of Christ) in which Jesus
dreams of having sex (gasp!), and Andres Ser-
rano's work called Piss Christ, in which a crucifix
is submerged in a jar of urine.

Travis said that the bill would combat
religious discrimination, making guilty offenders
liable for fines between $10,000 and $50,000 or
sentenced to a year in the state prison (The Houston
Post, 3/23/91). Wake up, America! Now you have
your "one nation under god."

A BmLICAL GUIDE TO THE MOVIES
America's censor extraordinnaire, Donald

Wildmon of Tupelo, MS, head of the what is
known as the American Family Association (for-
merly the Federation for Decency), has once again
has spearheaded a campaign of censorship of the
nation's motion picture industry.

A group of 800 individuals, including lead-
ers from more than 50 religious denominations,
have sent a "statement of concern" (read threat) to
the corporate chiefs of the major motion picture
studios and television networks over what they
claim to be a predominance of "anti-Christian
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bigotry." Wildmon stated, "The situation must
end."

And what is it the religious bigots want
portrayed in movies and television shows? Wildmon
sums it up succinctly in his complaint about the
movie Ghost in which Whoopi Goldberg plays the
psychic medium Oda Mae. The movie "deceives
viewers into thinking there is some other form of
salvation than Jesus Christ," claims Wildmon.
Wildmon admits that he has not seen most of the
movies about which he complains, but receives his
information about them from Christian movie analyst
Ted Baehr, the head of the Atlanta-based ministry
called Good News Communications, which pub-
lishes what is described as "a biblical guide to the
movies (The Houston Chronicle, 3/2/91)." Put
more simply, Wildmon and his troops want all
television shows and movies to proselytize the
virtues of Christianity, including the murder of
homosexuals. Christian themes would dominate
all forms of entertainment, including the arts,
under a theocratic system. While the nuts are busy
stealing the culture, too many Atheists are clamor-
ing in defense of the' 'faith" of ministers.

FAITH HEALING FAILS
FOR ORAL ROBERTS

It was only a small clip in the Saturday
Religion/Ethics (an oxymoron if ever there was
one) section of The Houston Post of March 16,
1991, so small in fact that it was barely visible.
But, I caught it and gleefully laughed while read-
ing it. Therefore, I must share it with you.

It seems that prayers and laying on of hands
by faith-healer and religious charlatan, Oral Roberts,
only work on others and not upon himself, and the
power of "miracle working" was not genetically
transferred from father to son, Richard Roberts
(the one with the skunk stripe in his hair).

The report claimed that the senior Roberts
had undergone surgery on Friday, March 15, to
open a narrowed carotid artery, this being his
second operation in a course of two weeks.

The story did not say whether Oral Roberts
was a patient in his own hospital which he claims
that a 90-foot-tall Jesus instructed him to build.
Again, Jesus failed another course at medical school.
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ASSHOLE OF THE MONTH --
JUDGE WARREN LITYNSKI
Most Atheists that I know love their pets to

the same degree as they love a member of their
human family. After all, Atheists know that we are
all members of the animal kingdom and each of us,
regardless of our species, has as much right to
expect a quality life as another. However, District
Judge Warren Litynski of St. Peter, MN, recently
allowed his Christian bowels to excrete one of that
religion's finer precepts when the judge fined a
man a mere dollar for leaving five puppies to die in
a trash bin, amounting to only 20 cents a puppy.

The perpetrator ofthe dastardl y deed, Drew
Schmidt of St. Peter, was charged with animal
abandonment, a misdemeanor, upon being caught
leaving the dogs to freeze to death in a trash bin
because "he didn't have the heart to kill them
directly after the puppies' mother refused to accept
and nurse them. ' , Nor did he make an effort to find

homes for the pups before tossing them into a
dumpster.

Judge Litynski said he found nothing crimi-
nal in Schmidt's actions and cited numerous refer-
ences in the Bible about the killing of animals,
stating, "God ordained the killing of animals. He
himself killed animals to provide skins for Adam
and Eve after they sinned."

This is yet another shining example of the
virtues of the mind-rot known as Christianity, the
very religion for which Gays and Lesbians bend
over backwards to find ways to kiss their own asses
and find excuses of apologia for their adherence
thereto (The Houston Chronicle, 3/29/91;
Newsweek,4/8/91). Judge Litynski is one rotten
smelly piece of smegma.

PRAYING AND DRIVING YIELD
BIG BUCKS

A Florida member sent a clip from the
People Section of the March 18, 1991, edition of
Florida Today which focuses upon the Sacred
Heart Auto League, an auto club founded in 1955
and dedicated to a "higher purpose. ' ,

Members of the auto club, which boasts a
membership of 600,000, pledge to practice what is
termed as "Reparative Driving." What they should
be practicing is "reparative thinking." And what
is "Reparative Driving?" Isn't it quaint how
Christians must bring everything down into nice
easy patterns! Ah, easy things for simple minds!
In case you're interested, the "easy" steps are as
follows:

First, while fastening their seat belts,
members mentally (I wasn't aware that Christians
had such capabilities) 'offer up' their driving time
to the Lord. (This makes me feel really safe
knowing there are 600,000 of these dead-brains
somewhere on the open roads who are concentrat-
ing on "the lord" rather than on steering the car.)

Second, they prove their sincerity by obey-
ing all traffic laws and driving with courtesy. (So,
these are the ones who stop on freeway entrance
ramps to yield to the thousands of oncoming cars
and trucks, causing traffic to stack up behind
them.)

Third, members pledge to abide by the
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directive: "Exercise the greatest charity toward
others and for others who are careless and thought-
less in their driving." (So, if I run a stop sign and
hit a Sacred Heart League member, they'll forgive
me of my transgression and pay for the damage I
did to their car?)

The League is headquartered in Walls, MS,
one of the poorest counties in the state and nation.
Annual membership dues are voluntary and aver-
age about $7 a year per member. Reportedly, the
money goes to the Sacred Heart League's social
service work in seven Mississippi counties. Ummm,
$7 a year per 600,000 members yields an annual
income of $4.2 million. We wonder how much of
that $4.2 million is actually being used for the
benefit of the poor, and how much lines the pockets
of the Roman Catholic Church?

'EX-GAY' CHRISTIAN
SUFFERS RELAPSE

The masochism of the average so-called
Gay Christian is tremendous, but the self-loathing
of the "Ex-Gay" Christian must be hundreds of
times more intense. Witness the story of Doug
Houck, a former director of Metanoia Ministries, a
Seattle-based chapter of Exodus International, an
umbrella group of so-called "Ex-Gay" ministries.
Houck founded Metanoia in 1979 and has been its
director since that time.

A former client of Metanoia reported that
Houck had "relapsed into homosexuality several
times during his tenure as director." The client,
hereinafter called' 'Mr.X,' because he wished to
remain anonymous (naturally!), did not say how he
knows of Houck's several "relapses." Nor did
Mr. X expound on how fulfilling these relapses
may have been for himself or for Houck. How-
ever, we can only assume that they lacked lustre
since the client felt the need to make the story
public.

When asked why he chose to expose Houck
to the public, Mr. X stated, " ... the repeated
testimonies of charismatic Ex-Gay Christians like
Doug Houck only increased my despair because
God was not delivering (emphasis added) me as he
had others." It is likely that Mr. X was receiving
the same kind of delivery as the others involved at
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Metanoia, but he just wasn't as appreciative. Our
advice to Mr. X (and others like him) is to stop
beating himself over the head with the erotophobic
scriptures and get on with the process ofliving and
experiencing life to its fullest, including enjoying
his natural sexual orientation (The Baltimore Al-
ternative, 12/90).

P-FLAG ACQUIESCES TO RELIGION
Like many Gay and Lesbian organizations

seeking' 'respectability" in the eyes of the stupe-
fied religious masses, the International Federation
of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc.
(P-FLAG) has announced the selection of Phil a-
delphia Lutheran minister Thomas H. Sauerman as
the Federation's first Executive Director.

Upon learning of the selection of the min-
ister to head the group, AGLA National Director,
Don Sanders, voiced his opinion in a letter ad-
dressed to Paulette Goodman, President of P-
FLAG. The letter, in part, stated, " ... It is
disquieting to watch as P-FLAG has turned more
and more toward religious apologetics in an effort
to justify the homosexuality of the sons and daugh-
ters of its members. The history of the brutal
Christian church is one of criminal acts being
perpetrated against humankind, especially in mat-
ters relating to one of the most basic of all human
functions, sex. Christianity was founded on the
general hatred of all forms of human sexuality, and
now you have selected as your Executive Director
a person who represents that religion. This, in-
deed, is paradoxical. ' ,

To express your opinion of the selection of
aministertoheadP-FLAG, writetoP-FLAG,P.O.
Box 27fJJ5, Washington, DC 20038-7fJJ5. AGLA's
letter to P-FLAG was dated 24 January 1991. At
press time, no reply or comments have been re-
ceived from the group. Actually, we don't expect
any.

NUNN WILL GIVE NONE
TO HOMOSEXUALS

In a response to a letter from Samantha
Claar of the Atlanta chapter of the National Or-
ganization for Women, Senator San Nunn (D-GA)
has gone on record in opposition to legislation that



and was absent from work another four days the
following year. He was passed over for promo-
tions and was given a negative review in a perform-
ance assessment. The general manager of Shell's
Manhattan office removed Romei from his job and
told him he would be fired unless he mastered a
new assignment in a two-month trial period. Romei
refused to accept the new assignment, whereupon
he was dismissed from his employ with ShelL

Romei filed charges against his employer
under New York state' sHuman Rights Law, charg-
ing Shell and his supervisors with intentional in-
fliction of emotional distress, libel and slander.

Attorneys for Shell Oil argued that the
Human Rights claim should be dismissed on the
grounds that the law required litigants to prove that
they were discriminated against because of an
actual disability and could not base a claim on the
mere perception that they had a disability.

Acting Justice Beverly S. Cohen disagreed
with Shell, saying that a 1983 amendment of the
Executive Law 292.21(c) was intended "to ex-
pand its reach so that protection can be provided to
employees who are discriminated against by their
employers based on a condition regarded by the
employer as an impairment, even if the employee
does not, in fact, have such a disability."

Attorneys for Shell Oil claim they will
appeal Justice Cohen's decision all the way to the

ACT UP HOUSTON CALLS FOR U.S. Supreme Court if necessary (The New York
NATIONWIDE BOYCOTT OF SHELL OIL Law Journal, 2/22/91).

Michael Romei, an employee of Shell Oil ACT UP chapters across the country have
Company's Manhattan (NY) office, was dismissed . been notified of Shell's position. Since Shell Oil's
from his 7-year job as a statistical analyst because world headquarters are located in Houston, ACT
of his supervisors' perception that Romei was UP Houston is calling for a nationwide boycott of
suffering from AIDS. all Shell products and services. ACT UP's first

Romei alleges that he was forced to resign demonstration will take place at 4 PM on Friday,
in June 1989 because of his supervisors' harass- April 12 in Houston, with ACT UP chapters in
ment and discriminatory treatment that began in Honolulu, Kansas City, El Paso, and New York
March 1988 when he missed several days of work City promising actions on this date.
due to recurring viral infections. Mr. Romei al-
leges that his immediate supervisor began hinting
to other employees that she had questions about
whether he was a homosexual and whether he was
suffering with AIDS.

The campaign of harassment continued
when Mr. Romei suffered a 20-pound weight loss

would protect the civil rights of Lesbians and
Gays, responding thusly, "In the past I have
supported civil rights measures which prohibit
discrimination on the basis of race, age, handi-
capped status and sex. However, I do not support
the adoption of federal civil rights statutes to afford
protection to individuals on the basis of their
sexual preference (sic) (The Wisconsin Light, 2/
21/91)." Now you know.

COUNTRY SINGER REACTS TO CLAIM
HE IS GAY

Country music recording star and performer,
Randy Travis, has gone out of his way to deny a
story in the March 12 edition of the National
Examiner, a tabloid publication, that reports the
unmarried recording artist as being Gay.

Travis' publicist, Evelyn Shriver, said that
the report unnerved the usually easy-going singer
so much that he felt the need to publicly refute the
claim: Travis told a convention of radio station
executives that there is not "a man alive on this
planet" who could validate the story (The New
Voice, 3/22/91).

Ok, Travis, cool it! If you're not Gay,
that's ok. But, we'd like to know if there are any
women alive on this planet who can validate that
you aren't Gay?

MOVIE REVIEW
by Gaylord Lovett

Paris Is Burning
Here is a documentary film that was first broadcast

over television in Great Britain, and whose appearance in
the United States at selected theatres has been made pos-
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sible by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.
Of course, the grant was rendered prior to Jesse Helms'
tightening of the chastity belt.

Paris Is Burning actually has nothing whatsoever
to do with the city in France after which it takes its name. In
this instance, Paris is the title given to a drag ball held in the
Harlem area of New York City. The 88-minute film takes
an open look at the lives and struggles of those attending the
ball, many of whom are both Black and Gay, Tan and Gay,
Transvestite and Black, Transsexual and Black, etc., etc.
The Donald Wildmon crowd would blow up the theatre if
this film were to show in Tupelo.

The film takes an honest look at the great hardships
of those who must struggle in a generally phobic world. The
performers work hard in order to be able to purchase the
fancy clothes they will wear to the ball. One older transves-
tite recalls the problems in living at home as a younger
person when his mother complained, "How can you have
breasts larger than mine?" His mother got revenge when
she burned his fur coat.

Paris Is Burning takes a look into a culture within
a subculture, one by which many "mainstream" Gays and
Lesbians are offended.

This would be a fine film for your local PBS
affiliate to 'air. Get to them before the religious censors
discover the film!

CONCLUDING REMARKS
This issue of The American Gay and Les-

bian Atheist was late in getting to you due to the
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incredible amount of work required for preparing
for and attending the Convention. We will attempt
to get back on schedule beginning with the May
Issue.

Please continue to send news clips from
your local newspapers and other sources.

Pride Week is fast approaching. If you are
going to volunteer to distribute AGLA materials in
your city during your Pride Week festivities, please
contact the AGLA office as soon as possible so that
we can reserve enough copies of handouts, news-
letters, etc., for you.

As a reminder, AGLA is a non-profit,
educational foundation. Donations, which are
always needed, are tax-deductible. If and when
you have some additional money to donate, please
do not hesitate to think of AGLA.

If you will be moving soon, please notify
us of your change of address so that your mail is not
delayed and so that AGLA does not have to pay
first class postage for your returned mail. Send
AGLA your nine-digit zip code. If you do not
know your complete zip, just call your local post
office as they are happy to provide the information.

Thanks to all of you for sticking with us.
Slowly, we are making a difference. It is very
important that your support continues.
Don Sanders, Editor
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MEMORIAL DAY MAELSTROM
DIVIDES A COMMUNITY

Out-of-the-closet Lesbian and Gay Atheism has
been around for years, especially in Houston, Texas, the
national headquarters of American Gay/Lesbian Atheists.
In fact, the Gay and Lesbian community of Houston has
been forced to toe the line of separation of religion and
community and acknow ledge the rights of Lesbian and Gay
Atheists for almost 12 years. By now, it would seem that
community leaders would have learned to keep religion out
of public community events. In many cases, the commu-
nity has learned to develop a greater degree of tolerance
toward Atheists, but every now and then it retreats into its
former non-think and prejudicial attitudes toward the ac-
commodation of religion and the blacklisting of Atheists.
Such is the case with a story which is still unfolding as this
publication goes to press, a story that not only has made
headlines in the local Gay and Lesbian press and radio
shows, but also in the pages of The Houston Chronicle, the
city's largest daily newspaper, and on KTRH, the city's
most listened to radio news station.

On the evening ofW ednesday, May 15, the AGLA
office phone rang at about 9:30 P.M. The caller stated that
he had just returned from a meeting of the local Houston
Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus (HGLPC). It was a
special night at the HGLPC because the Caucus had held its
annual presidential election that evening. So the meeting
had more attendees than usual.

The concerned caller related that at the close of
the meeting, after the announcement of the new president
had been made, Mr. John Paul Barnich, a local attorney and
member of the board of the AIDS Foundation Houston
(AFH), announced an AIDS memorial that was to be used
as a fundraiser for AFH and would be held during the
upcoming Memorial Day weekend.

Mr. Barnich, the coordinator and brainchild of the
event called "Crossroads 91," announced that crosses
bearing the names of the dead would be sold for a $5
donation to anyone wishing to recognize anyone who had

died of AIDS. The crosses, Barnich said, would be planted
on the esplanades of Montrose Boulevard (a major north/
south Houston artery which dissects the Houston Gay and
Lesbian community) from Westheimer Road to West Gray
Street, an area of several blocks in length.

The caller stated that someone arose after the
announcement and asked if other symbols would be avail-
able for those who might find the use of a cross objection-
able. Mr. Barnich explained that the crosses weren't
intended at all to be construed as religious symbols, that he
was only trying to recreate the visual effect of Arlington
National Cemetery, but if someone wished for any other
kinds of religious symbols (including stars of David, cres-
cent moons, etc.) these alternative symbols would be
provided. This telephone call, with others following,
marked the beginning of one of the nastiest "Atheist vs.
Religion" battles in Houston's long history of them since
Lesbian and Gay Atheism came upon the scene here.
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A.GLA GOES ON THE OFFENSIVE
The next two days would prove to be harrowing,

but triumphant ones for AGLA and two of its members,
Leslie Perez, also the president of ACT UP Houston, and
AGLA national director Don Sanders.

On Thursday morning, May 16, Perez and Sanders
drove directly to the offices of the parks department for the
City of Houston in order to determine if that department had
yet issued a permit for the Memorial Day event. W ~ found
that not only had one not been issued and that the required
paper work (forms and deposit) had not been filed on the
part of the petitioners, but also that the City Legal Depart-
ment was determining whether the City Parks Department
had jurisdiction over issuing such a permit for a display
upon a city street. Perez and I immediately jumped into our
car and drove to the Houston City Hall in downtown
Houston where we made a stop at the 4th floor legal
department.

After jumping from the City Legal Department to
District C city councilman, Vince Ryan's office, back to the
legal department and so on for several times, we found a city
ordinance which prohibits placing obstructions upon city
streets.' With the discovery of the ordinance, we had nailed
shut the matter of the symbols (most of which would have
consisted of crosses) being placed upon the busy Montrose
Boulevard. We were disappointed, however, that we could
not have prevented their placement on the grounds that they
violated separation between state and church. Nonetheless,
the effect was the same. The crosses would not litter the city
street during the busy Memorial Day weekend.

CROSSROADS MEMORIAL
RESCHEDULED AT ANOTHER SITE
Upon discovering that the City of Houston would

not issue a permit for implanting crosses (and other religious
icons) in the esplanades of a city street, Mr. Bamich again
approached the City Parks Department and applied for a
permit to hold a candlelight vigil? and the implantation of
the crosses in the Montrose area Bell Park, a small well-
manicured park of less than a city block in size.

Upon discovering the change in plans, city offi-
cials advised AGLA to mount a letter-writing campaign to
the Department of Parks voicing our opinions about the theft
of the memories of Atheists by utilizing crosses and reli-
gious symbols to portray the lives of anyone, regardless of
the deceased's religious affiliation or lack thereof during
life.

First Class letters to Houston area AGLA members
were mailed containing instructions that letters be written
and sent via Fax to the City Parks Department during the
Memorial Day weekend in hopes of influencing the City not
to issue a permit upon the grounds that such a display was
violative of the First Amendment premise of the establish-
ment of religion and the fact that the proposed event would
be discriminatory to a significant portion of the commu-
nity.'

The American Atheist community of Houston got
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into high gear during the early summer holiday weekend
and collectively wrote scores of excellently composed let-
ters, many of which were sent by the Fax machine at the
AGLA office. The letters were sent not only to the director
of the City Parks Department, but also to Mayor Kathy
Whitmire's office.

Despite all our valiant attempts to keep crosses and
other religious symbols off city property, officials at the
City Legal Department allowed the Parks Department to
issue Mr. Bamich and the AIDS Foundation a permit to
conduct the candlelight vigil and continue to utilize the sold
crosses to commemorate the lives of any person, whether
the particular religious symbol sold accurately signified that
person's religious preference during life.

THE ATTACKS ON ATHEISTS BEGIN
One of the nastiest and most vile of attacks upon

AGLA appeared in a full-page (inside front cover) paid
editorial/advertisement for LOBO bookshop."

In the editorial, Larry Lingle, LOBO's editorialist,
railed against the leaders of ACT UP Houston and American

~
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Gay/Lesbian Atheists for their success in preventing crosses
from being implanted upon Montrose Boulevard during the
Memorial Day weekend. Lingle referred to both groups as
"supposedly Gay," saying that both leaders had a "per-
verse desire for media attention to quench a thirst for self-
advancement.' ,

The editorial also instructed the community to
make it "abundantly clear to all that they (Sanders and
Perez) stand alone except for a handful of diehard cohorts.
... We say excommunicate the pair."

On Thursday, May 23, the Houston Chronicle
featured a story on the front page of its Metropolitan section
detailing how ACT UP and "a gay and lesbian atheist
organization" uncovered a local city ordinance which pre-
vented the AIDS Foundation from erecting crosses upon
Montrose Boulevard. Not alone was the Gay and Lesbian
community informed of this event, so was the entire city.
Even KTRH Radio, an all news AM radio station, featured
brief clips throughout the day detailing how one AIDS
group (ACT UP) and one Gay and Lesbian Atheist group
had fought to keep another Gay group from conducting a
memorial. The message being conveyed was clear: there
was dissention in the community and that dissention was
being caused by the dastardly duo, AGLA and ACT UP.
Every attempt has been made to discredit the two groups.
No one seemed to care, however, that a city ordinance
would have been violated had Mr. Barnich (himself an attor-
ney who is sworn to be a representative of the law) and the
AIDS Foundation implanted the crosses on the street. We
are certain, however, had AGLA and ACT UP not insisted
the law be enforced, the city would have allowed its own
ordinance to have been violated in order to accommodate
crosses. After all, who would dare question the motives of
anyone utilizing this universally hallowed religious sym-
bol? Only real Atheists recognized the danger.

"ATHEISTS" BASH ATHEISTS
During the course of this event, I talked with Mr.

Barnich over the telephone to try to reason with him to use
secular symbols instead of religious ones. He informed me
that he considered a cross not to be a religious symbol, but
one which is traditional to the culture. "They're easy to
make," said Barnich.

In our conversation, Barnich revealed that he
considered himself to be an Atheist and told me that I was
an affront to Atheism since "you just hate all religion,
despite the fact that it sometimes does good. Take Mother
Theresa, for example." I explained to Mr. Barnich that
Mother Theresa would be a great woman if she would only
use her influence to encourage the starving masses to utilize
birth control and teach them sex education so they could
loose the cycle of poverty, disease and ignorance in which
her religion keeps them.

Later in the fracas, another so-called "Atheist,"
Mike Stubblefield, wrote to The New Voice claiming that
AGLA did not represent the Atheist point of view. And that
view? That crosses and religious symbols are perfectly fine
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to represent even the memories of dead Atheists! Of course,
neither Mr. Barnich nor Mr. Stubblefield have ever mone-
tarily supported the Atheist movement and obviously have
never bothered to educate themselves about the dangerous
encroachment of religion into our lives.

Dial-A-Gay-Atheist, during the week of June 1,
focused on Atheists like Mr. Barnich and Mr. Stubblefield
and challenged them to educate themselves on the dangers
of calling themselves Atheists while doing work on the side
of religion. Frankly, we wish that "Atheists" such as
Barnich and Stubblefield would join the church so we would
know clearly on which side of the fence they stand.

ATHEIST RIGHTS AT STAKE; AGLA STANDS FIRM
It is incongruous on one hand and inconsiderate on

the other that Gay and Lesbian people vehemently fight to
use a cross, the very symbol of our oppression, to represent
the lives of primarily Gay men who have died of AIDS.
However, it is heinous that the AIDS Foundation is willing
to sell anyone who has five dollars in hand any religious
symbol' whatsoever.

AGLA feels that religion should remain a private
matter. The AIDS Foundation is not only risking prostitut-
ing the lives of dead Atheists to any religious ideology, it is
also risking doing the same to any dead religious person.
For example, under this policy, anyone with five dollars in
hand can purchase any religious icon to represent the
memory of anyone, i.e., a cross can be purchased for an
Atheist, a pentagram can be purchased for a devout Roman
Catholic, a star of David can be purchased for a Moslem.
We simply do not understand why everyone isn't fighting
mad over this outrage!

This whole affair has opened a nasty can of worms.
It seems that we out-of-the-closet Atheists are the only ones
who have been able to see the hypocrisy in it. Perhaps this
is so because we have freed ourselves from the cloud of
religion.

As AGLA member Frank Parsley pointed out in an
editorial letter sent to one of Houston's Gay weeklies: "We
are fortunate in our gay community to have not one or two
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but three internationally recognizable symbols. These are
the triangle (usually pink), the Lambda, and the rainbow
flag. Had any of these symbols been chosen, the great cross
flap would never have occurred .... To me, using the cross
to represent the lives of people who (have) died of AIDS is
repugnant and is likened to using the Nazi swastika to
represent the lives of those who died in the holocaust."

AGLA protested "Crossroads 91." Camera per-
sons from PBS's The McNeil-Lehrer News Hour were there
to film some of our picket, although it was not featured over
the air. Frankly, it is time that we Atheists stick together on
such issues. We must stop being concerned that a picket or
demonstration is being targeted against persons within our
so-called "community." Whenever Atheist rights are at
stake, the sexual orientation of the perpetrators should have
absolutely no bearing on one's decision to protest and stand
up for Atheist rights. As expected, the vast majority of
symbols at the Crossroads 91 were crosses. In fact, we
counted only about five triangles and no other religious
symbols. This affair was an affront to every single Atheist
who is currently living with AIDS and to those who have
died. Stop stealing our dead! Start standing up to the grave
robbers and pseudo-Atheists who are doing business on the
side of religion. We Atheists have been in the closet long
enough. Some new statistics presented within this publica-
tion will illustrate that there no longer is any need for
Atheists to stay in the closet.

DOMINIC FLORIO BIDS FAREWELL TO NEW YORK
It is now official that AGLA co-founder and na-

tional vice-president, Dominic Florio, will soon be moving
from his native New York City to the Tampa/St. Petersburg,
Florida area. He and his family have been trying for well
over a year to sell the family home in order to relocate to
Florida. That day has finally arrived.

During the past year, Dominic has worked dili-
gently along with Caroline Gilman to put new life into the
New York City Chapter of American Atheists. Florio and
Gilman currently co-direct the Chapter.

As a fond farewell to the Big Apple, Dominic and
his lovely family will host AGLA's (and what we hope
won't be its last!) presence at the big Heritage of Pride
march in New York City on Sunday, June 30.

The New York City Chapter will also be marching
with AGLA. This year's Atheist contingent will be a large
one. If ever you have wanted to demonstrate your Atheist
pride, now is the time! Be looking for follow up reports of
Gay Pride activities not only from New York, but also from
Phoenix and Detroit.

THE NUMBERS ARE IN
In the introductory article, I wrote that 9.9% of the

U.S. population considers itself to be without religion. As
noted, this latest figure comes from an exhaustive and
extensive survey in which the Graduate School and Univer-
sity Center of the City University of New York commis-
sioned the ICR Survey Research Group to conduct a survey
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of religion in our culture. ICR began to collect its data over
a thirteen-month period from April 1989 to April 1990, at
the rate of 2,000 interviews a week, for a total of 113,000
persons being interviewed in all forty-eight contiguous
states. This is the first major secular survey of religion in the
United States in the last fifty-five years and will be used by
scholars and statisticians as a statistical base for many years
to come. Its results echo what we have thought all along -
- we Atheists comprise almost 10% of the population. Not
included among" Atheists" are persons who claimed to be
agnostics or humanists. The ICR Survey Group counted
these persons to be among the religious, of which we have
characterized them all along. The survey also did not
include Atheists to be among those who often hide behind
such "respectable" terms as Buddhist or Taoist. These
persons were also included among the religious as they
should be. So, when you read the figures included herein,
you should take pride in knowing that Atheists aren't as
uncommon as you may have thought. These figures should
make you see that there no longer should be any reason for
Atheists to couch themselves in such cowardly terms as
freethinkers, agnostics. rationalists, unitarians, etc. Here
are the actual counts. Feast your eyes upon them:

None or no religion
agnostics
Unitarians
Scientologists
Humanists
Wiccan

13,116,000
1,186,000

463,000
45,000
29,000

8,000

While we have reason to revel in our great num-
bers, other statistics should alarm us. Perhaps the most
regressive of religionists, Roman Catholics, comprise 26.2%
of the population with 46,004,000 adherents. The second
most regressive religionists, the Baptists, comprise 19.4%
with 33,964,000 adherents. But the following figures should
let you know that the Falwellian types and the Pat Robertson
types are really few in number. Here are the figures:

Assem bly of God
Evangelical (born again)
Fundamentalists
Christian Scientists

668,000
660,000

27,000
214,000

The survey showed that Atheists also outnumber
other so-called mainline denominations such as Methodists
at 8%, Lutherans at 5.2%, Presbyterians at 2.8%, Jews at
1.8% and Mormons at 1.4% (The American Atheist News-
letter, May 1991; The New York Times, 4/10/91).

Now we must ask, what the hell have Atheists to
be afraid of? We have simply had it up to our ears with the
types of cowardly and placating Atheists like John Paul
Barnich and Mike Stubblefield who are in the opening
feature of this publication. These are religious people who
are not Atheists, despite their claims. We no longer have
any need to fear these types as this survey proves we have



been right all along. But, we still must become better
organized and better financed if we want our voices and
opinions heard. Money translates into power. We have the
numbers -- just look at the figures. Now we must start to
reseize the culture from the regressive Medievalist forces of
religion.

ANOTHER SURVEY SHOWS
RELIGION LOSING ITS GRIP

Reports about a new 270-page book, The Day
America Told The Truth -- What People Really Believe
About Everything That Really Matters, by James Patterson,
chairman of the J. Walter Thompson advertising firm, and
Peter Kim, director of research services and consumer
behavior for the international firm, scheduled to be released
soon show that religion is losing its grip on how Americans
conduct their lives.

The authors/researchers say their book is based on
what they call the "cathartic method" of polling. At 50
regionally representative locations across the country, 2,000
people each answered 1,800 questions. The respondents
were assured anonymity and completed the questionnaires
in privacy. These findings were augmented by another
survey of 3,700 Americans who filled out shorter forms.
Some of the results are quite revealing.

The survey found that religion plays almost no role
in shaping most lives. Only one in five respondents claim
they have ever talked to a priest, minister or rabbi about a
personal problem. Four in every five claim to believe there
is an afterlife with almost half believing they're headed for
heaven, while only 4 percent expect to spend time in hell.
This finding shows that the fear mechanism inherent in
religion has lost its grip. This is good news. While half
believe they will go to heaven when they die, only 13
percent still believe in all l 0 of the biblical commandments.

The survey shows that more people want more
time for sex, admitting an assortment of sexual fantasies
such as an affair with a famous person being high on the list.

Americans have also lost confidence in the tradi-
tional institution of marriage, another of religion's great
strangleholds. Nearly a third of the married respondents
weren't sure they still loved their spouses and the same
amount admitted to having had an affair (The Houston
Chronicle, 4/29/91).

Practically every survey is pointing to the fact that
religion is dying in this nation. Now is the time for us out-
of-the-closet Atheists, regardless of our sexual orientation,
to move in and seize the culture.

DANGER LURKS AHEAD
IF WE DON'T ACT NOW

A United Nations report, World Population 1991,
issued recently states that the world's population is rising
faster than predicted and will consume the natural resources
for human survival at an unprecedented rate.

It is estimated that the world's population now
stands at 5.4 billion with projections that it will rise to about

10.2 billion as soon as 2025 -- 25 years earlier than previous
projections.

The report shows that about 95 percent of the
increase is coming in the poorer, developing nations that are
least able to cope. Dr. Nafis Sadik, executive director of the
United Nations Population Fund, said that to stabilize world
population at 10.2 billion by 2075, the world fertility rate
must be lowered from the current 3.8 births per woman to
3.3.

Although the report states that the birth rate must
be lowered in order to hold the population to almost twice
the number in 2075 as it is today, it fails to state that religion,
specifically Roman Catholicism, is to blame for the massive
explosions of births.

If one looks at the predictions made by the United
Nations, one clearly sees that the countries where the
population is expected to rise most are those where Roman
Catholicism is firmly rooted or where religious missionaries
are free to roam and influence.

The population in Latin America, for example, is
expected to rise from its 1990 number of 448 million to 757
million by 2025, a rise of 69 percent. Africa's current
estimated population now stands at 642 million, but by 2025
it is estimated to be 1.6 billion, a rise of 149%. The North
American population, of which the United States is a part,
is expected to rise 20%; the Soviet Union 22%; Asia 58%;
Australia/New Zealand 44%; and Europe only 3% (The
Houston Chronicle, 5/14/91).

Of course, this great rise in population spells trouble
not only to the quality oflife for everyone living, but also for
the environment and world governments. It is time that our
own governmental officials stop placating to the wishes and
demands of the Vatican.

U.S. SUPREME COURT HOLDS WOMEN HOSTAGE
It made front-page headlines in practically every

newspaper in the United States on Friday morning, May 24,
the day after the Supreme Court of the United States ruled
5-4 inRustv. Sullivan that the Federal government can ban
all forms of speech -- written or spoken -- dealing with the
subject of abortion at federally financed family planning
clinics. No longer do we need to wonder the opinion of
Bush's latest Court appointee, Associate Justice David H.
Souter.

The ruling will bar some 4,500 family planning
clinics which receive any amount of federal funding from
providing the most basic of medical information about
abortion. The clinics will be required to refer pregnant
women for prenatal care and may not help women find
doctors who will perform abortions. The ruling even tells a
clinic exactly what type of language it must use in response
to a query from a patient who even asks about ending an
unwanted pregnancy: "The project does not consider abor-
tion an appropriate method of family planning." It is
important here to note that the clinic must not in any way
inform a patient of the possibility of obtaining what is still
a legal medical procedure, but instead must state, if asked
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tion group based in Chicago, said it planned to send decoys
into family planning clinics affected by the ruling, and
would report those which offer advice on where or how to
terminate a pregnancy.

Randall Terry, perhaps the country's best known
anti-abortion crusader and leader of the terrorist group
known as Operation Rescue, said the following:

"We are going to police them. If they're going to
provide abortion counseling they better know they're going
to be talking to some pro-lifers who will turn them in (The
Houston Post, 5/25/91)."

about abortion, that it considers such a procedure to be
inappropriate. As Justice Harry A. Blackmun stated in his
dissenting opinion, "The regulations are clearly ... view-
point based. While suppressing speech favorable to abor-
tion with one hand, the Secretary (of Health and Human
Services) compels anti-abortion speech with the other ....
The manipulation of the doctor/patient dialogue achieved
through the Secretary's regulations is clearly an effort to
deter a woman from making a decision that, with her
physician, is hers to make. As such, it violates the Fifth
Amendment (The New York Times, 5/24/91; The Houston
Post 5/24/91)."

This decision is a major victory for the Bush
Administration and the fight to eventually and completely
reverse the Roe v. Wade landmark ruling legalizing abor-
tion. It is clear that with the recent appointment of Justice
Souter, the Court is now swayed against abortion rights.
Naturally, those who will feel the most drastic effects of the
ruling will be poor women who cannot afford to go to a
private doctor for family planning advice. The decision
should have us all concerned that our basic First Amend-
ment rights are in great jeopardy.

Carl Rowan, in his syndicated column of May 25,
pointed out that the ruling can spell trouble to any entity
which receives federal funding for any cause or service. As
Rowan pointed out, it now might be possible for basic
medical research to be held hostage if any university profes-
sor receiving federal grants advocates the use of fetal tissue;
that schools can be prohibited from distributing condoms
and disseminating sex education information if they receive
any federal monies for any area such as school lunch
subsidization; that the Secretary of Defense may be able to
tell the whole military-industrial complex that contracts
may be canceled if workers publicly criticize spending on
Star Wars projects or the B2 bomber.

Mr. Rowan stated, "Rehnquist (Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court who wrote the majority opinion) and
four of his colleagues have bestowed upon the Washington
bureaucracy more power than Mikhail Gorbachev enjoys in
the Soviet Union."

The whole thing is frightening as there seems to be
little chance that Congress will be able to muster enough
votes to overturn this freedom-wrenching judicial decision
and override a certain Bush veto. This decision can also
spell trouble for any organization which caters to the Gay
community or which disseminates information about homo-
sexual counseling, sex education, etc. Although our num-
bers are large, the right-wing minority are the ones holding
the reigns of power and pulling the purse strings, and this is
what matters most.

ANTI-CHOICE VIGILANTES ON THE MARCH
In the wake of the Supreme Court decision in the

case of Rust v. Sullivan, anti-abortion forces have vowed to
mount a "vigilante effort" to force clinics to obey the
abortion counseling ban.

The Pro-Life Action League, a national anti-abor-
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RANDALL TERRY -TALK
Should you ever be in the presence of Randall

Terry and his band of abortion clinic terrorists, you need to
know the meaning of their phrases and words. Here is a
glossary of terms used by Operation Rescue terrorists:

Rescuers: protesters, usually religious fundamen-
talists, who invade and blockade medical offices in order to
prevent abortions from being performed.

Kryptonite Rescuers: those who use the super
strong "Kryptonite" brand of bicycle locks to chain them-
selves together or to the facilities of abortion clinics.

Marshals: male organizers from Operation Res-
cue, often identifiableby their colored armbands and walkie-
talkies, who control "rescuers" during clinic invasions.

Lambs: "rescuers" who passively resist arrest by
allowing their bodies to go limp and refuse to identify
themselves, in imitation of fetuses.

The Dragon: an imagined coalition of all homo-
sexuals, lesbians, feminists, and advocates of reproductive
freedom, who are perceived to threaten the survival of "our
Christian culture. "

Our Culture: a misogynistic society dominated
by white heterosexual males, governed by principles of
Christian fundamentalism (Pro-Choice newsletter, 4/91).

PRISON TERMS FOR LOUISIANA ABORTIONISTS
The Louisiana legislature is at it again. Its State

House recently approved two measures that would mandate
long prison terms for people who perform abortions. One
measure that would allow abortions in the case of rape or
incest passed 71-32; the other proposal, which would permit
abortions only to save the life of the mother, passed 68-33
(The Houston Chronicle, 5/14/91). Incidentally, Louisiana
governor, Buddy Roemer, said he would veto any measure
that didn't include exceptions for rape or incest. Well, he
has one. Louisiana is a state with a heavy Roman Catholic
population.

NEBRASKA CURBS ABORTION RIGHTS
The Nebraska Legislature just passed a bill that

would require almost anyone" under the age of 18 to notify
at least one of her parents before she could obtain an
abortion. Governor Ben Nelson is expected to sign the bill,
making Nebraska the 33rd state requiring either parental
consent or parental notification before persons under 18can



obtain an abortion (The New York Times, 5/29/91).

A SMALL BUT STUNNING VICTORY
Voters in the heavily Roman Catholic city of

Corpus Christi, TX, with a population of about 275,000 of
which 55 percent are Roman Catholic, recently (in January
1991) rejected a City Charter amendment which stated that
"Human life begins at conception."

It was reported that three times as many voters as
usual in a municipal election turned out to reject the pro-
posal by 62 to 38 percent. Pro-choice activists claim that
they won by emphasizing the religious aspect of the initia-
tive, rather than cowing to it.

You may recall that this is the city in which its
Roman Catholic bishop, Rene H. Gracida, excommuni-
cated three abortion clinic workers last year. Even its
county sheriff, James T. Hickey, got in on the act by hanging
posters of aborted fetuses in his headquarters and leading
anti-abortion rallies. However, all the trouble reportedly
began with the arrival of an anti-abortion crusader, Rex
Moses, who claimed to have been called there by God
because the name Corpus Christi translated from Spainish
is "body of Christ."

Anti-choice groups are thought to have spent a
minimum of $120,000 in support of their human life amend-
ment while pro-choice forces spent only $25,000. It was a
shining victory in which the role of religion was empha-
sized. We should all take a lesson from this (Pro-Choice
newsletter, 4/91).

NUT NEWS
JESUS' FACE REPORTED VISmLE IN SPAGHETTI

You'll never know where or when someone will
report a sighting of one or more ofthe divine characters from
that legendary book of tall tales known smugly as the Bible.
Whenever one of these "looney tunes" characters is re-
ported to be sighted, I wonder how anyone actually knows
which one it really is since the protein-deficient and hallu-
cinating sheep herders who wrote "The Book" didn't have
cameras, nor did they leave any oil paintings of their cast of
fictional characters.

The latest sighting of the great one, Jesus the
Christ, is on an Atlanta billboard advertising the new $1.29
lunch special at Pizza Hut.

The first psychopath to have reported the sighting
was a Ms. Joyce Simpson, an Atlanta fashion designer, who
said she noticed the face of Jesus immediately after she
prayed for a divine sign (this demonstrates that her brain
isn't functioning entirely well). She was praying for divine
guidance in her earth-shattering dilemma as to whether to
continue singing in the church choir or take up singing
professionally. There's an old line from a Mae West movie
in which Miss West states, "It was a toss up whether I went
in for diamonds or singin' in the choir. The choir lost!"

Nevertheless, Ms. Simpson said she saw the shad-
owy image of Jesus' face -- in strands of spaghetti hanging
from a fork -- in the billboard advertising Pizza Hut's lunch

special. Ms. Simpson said the sighting was meant to give
her an answer to her prayer. The answer? Be a good little
sheep and stay in the church choir and forget about a singing
career.

Since Ms. Simpson told the story of the sighting to
the Atlanta Constitution, other nuts (religious and other-
wise) have begun to see faces in the pasta. Among those
reported sighted are deceased rocker Jim Morrison, a pup-
pet and Willie Nelson.

A spokesman for Pizza Hut claims that the food
chain had no intent to interject subliminal messages in its
billboards (The Houston Chronicle, 5/23/91).

BURIED RELIGIOUS STATUES BELIEVED
TO AID IN SALES OF HOMES

Across many parts of the economically belea-
guered northeast United States, home sellers and realtors are
turning to superstition in order to assist in selling their real
estate.

Many home sellers are now purchasing statues of
St. Joseph and burying them in their lawns or in a flower pot
in order to make their homes sell more quickly.

Sales of the religious relic are reported to be brisk.
Roman, Inc., an importer and producer of inspirational and
religious gifts in Roselle, IL, reported double-digit in-
creases in sales of St. Joseph's statues in the past year.

The only ones benefitting from this latest craze are
the statues' manufacturers and retailers (The News-Times,
Danbury, CT, 5/9/91).

MINISTERS EVERYWHERE SPEAK OF MORAL-
ITY OF BUDGET CUTS;

BUT REFUSE TO PAY TAXES
In New York City recently, more than 70 self-

declared "moral leaders" announced the formation of a
Partnership of Faith to ease racial tension and speak out
against budget cuts. The' 'moral leaders " are composed of
ministers, priests, nuns, imams, and rabbis.

The "Rev." Arthur Caliandro, senior minister of
Marble Collegiate Church and chairman of the partnership,
said he is concerned about the impact of the (New York
State and City) budget on the poor and needy, people with
AIDS and school children. "I would like to think that as
time goes on that we will keep an eye on the morality of any
budget cut that there might be," Calinandro said (NY Daily
News, 5/9/91).

In Houston recen tly , a group of area clergy, headed
by Galveston-Houston Bishop Joseph A. Fiorenza, ex-
pressed their support of the Harris County Hospital Dis-
trict's request for a 36 percent property tax increase, calling
its enactment a "moral and ethical obligation." These guys
are certainly ones to be discussing ethics when Fiorenza and
his church have done everything recently to shield one of its
priests from being prosecuted on charges of sexual miscon-
duct with a teenage girl while working in another city.

Nevertheless, the group of ministers urged county
commissioners to pass the proposed tax increase because

American Gay/Lesbian Atheists 7



"health care is a basic human right," using the excuse that
they are speaking on behalf of the indigent who are "often
powerless and voiceless (The Houston Post, 5/10/91)."

In cities and counties all over the country, basic
human services once provided by state and local govern-
ments are facing drastic cuts or even annihilation because of
huge deficits in local budgets. In both New York City and
Houston, budget constraints are threatening services for the
poor and particularly those suffering with AIDS.

It is paradoxical that ministers are forming coali-
tions to force large tax increases upon the citizenry when
their churches pay no taxes on their vast and unknown real
estate holdings, non-related businesses and enterprises. It is
estimated that in Texas alone, churches own over $44
billion worth of untaxed real estate.

AGLA's national director wrote an Open Letter to
Bishop Fiorenza and his band of merry men upon their
announcement of their support for a property tax increase,
sending it to all area media sources and politicians. Like the
cowards that they are, not one media source dared to report
on the excellently written and researched letter.

THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR CUBA
Although we are no friend to the anti-Gay Cuban

government, we are concerned about reports that five thou-
sand Bibles are to go on public sale in Cuban book shops.

Bibles and religious literature have not been sold
openly in Cuba's state book shops for 30 years.

Of course, we know that as Communism begins to
lose its hold upon the Cuban society, religion is there like the
hawk that it is, ready to step in and take over (The Houston
Chronicle, 5/14/91).

HOWARD THE HOMOPHOBE
In his recently released book, What's Wrong With

Sports (Simon & Schuster), the big mouth and obnoxious
Howard Cosell writes, "Normally I'm a liberal, and I'm
well-known for respecting the rights of minorities and all
individuals. But in the case of homosexuality, let's just say
that I don't condone it, and you won't find me marching in
any gay rights parade." Maybe it's time to send some letters
to his publisher (New York Daily News, 4/10/91).

GAY BASHER SENTENCED
TO WORK FOR GAY RIGHTS

Justice is seldom sweet, but in this particular case
the judge deserves a dozen roses.

A New Jersey man who threw a can of beer at New
York Mayor David Dinkins as he marched with a contingent
of Gay Irish in the St. Patrick's Day Parade has been
sentenced to a week of duty in the Mayor's Office for the
Lesbian and Gay Community.

The police say that (take note of the address)
Michael Burke, 30 years old, of 221 Harrison Avenue,
Nutley, NJ 07110, threw a can of beer at the Mayor as he
crossed 57th Street with the Gay contingent as they marched
up Fifth Avenue on March 15 during the city's St. Patrick's
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Day Parade.
After being sentenced in Manhattan Criminal Court,

Mr. Burke expressed remorse and was sentenced to perform
40 hours of community service in the Mayor's Gay and
Lesbian office. "The punishment fits the crime" was the
opinion of the prosecutor. We concur (The New York
Times, 4/22/91).

TAMPA TRIES TO ENACT GAY RIGHTS BILL;
OPPOSITION COMES FROM

RELIGIOUS FORCES
Hillsborough County Commissioners and Tampa

City Council members are considering the adoption of a bill
which would offer Gay men and Lesbians protection from
discrimination based upon sexual orientation in public and
private employment and housing.

Naturally, the churches are crying foul and have
petitioned governmental officials to be rendered exempt
from the proposed law on the grounds that their inclusion to
follow the law would infringe upon their right to freedom of
religion (read freedom to violate the law and discriminate).

One of the primary opponents of passage of the
measure is Donald Wildmon's American Family Associa-
tion, based in Tupelo, Mississippi.

In a three-quarter page ad in the Tampa Tribune,
Wildmon and his band of fascists attempted to distort the
civil rights bill by making such scurrilous and outlandish
claims that passage of the bill would:

Allow a transvestite to care for children in a day
care facility or teach private school children one day as a
"man" and the next day as a "woman."

Prevent public and private employers from repri-
manding or terminating homosexuals which recruit (ex-
press their "sexual preference") on the job.

Force churches and church schools to hire homo-
sexuals or else face lawsuits, stiff fines, punitive damages,
and injunctive mandates.

Other outrageous claims made by the AF A were:

1. A survey done by two homosexual authors
revealed that 73 % of homosexuals had at some time had sex
with boys 16to 19 or younger. "My lover and I are into boys
13 to 18 years old." Such inappropriate sexual behavior
would violate most church and church school doctrine.
(Editor's Note: Actually, from accounts that I have read,
this sounds as though it could have come from the mouths of
ministers or priests as many of them have been uncovered as
harboring pedophilic tendencies.)

2. Tampa Police and Hillsborough County Sheriff
deputies are constantly arresting homosexuals for soliciting
and committing sodomy (Florida Statute 800.02 Unnatural
and Lascivious Act) in public restrooms and parks. Unfor-
tunately, this' 'Gay Rights" amendment will intimidate and
limit employers as to actions they can take against these
same offenders if they choose to express their "sexual
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preference" on the job.
3. Will Tampa be "America's next Great

City" or America's next Gay City?"

Again, the primary forces in opposition to our
rights as human beings are the religious. How ironical still
that some Gays and Lesbians continue to do work in support
of this dastardly concept (The Tampa Tribune, 5/20/91).

COURT GIVES BOY SCOUTS
RIGHT TO EXPEL ATHEIST TWINS
The 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, in a 2 to 1 ruling,

overturned a Superior Court order that allowed 9-year old
twins Michael and William Randall to stay in their Scout
pack until their case was heard this year or in early 1992.

The twin's father, James, sued the Boy Scouts
earlier this year after his sons were told they could not
participate in Scout activities unless they pledged their
"duty to God."?

The 9-year old boys made national headlines when
they said they were ousted from Cub Scout Pack 519 in
January after announcing that they didn't believe in God and
would not say the word "God" in the Cub Scout Promise.

A national spokesperson for the Boy Scouts claims
that as a private organization, it has a right to set member-

ship guidelines including oaths to God.
Mr. Randall claims he and his children are not

Atheists, saying only that his sons' 'should be able to make
the decision about God when they are old enough to do so."

HOMOPHOBIA ALSO LEGALIZED IN SCOUTS
On May 21, Los Angeles superior court judge Sally

Disco ruled that the Boy Scouts of America did not violate
California anti bias laws when it barred Tim Curran, a Gay
man, from leading a Scout troop. The judge said the group
had the right to "get across its preferred message (that
homosexuality is immoral) in its preferred way" by refus-
ing to allow Curran to become a troop leader. Curran and
the American Civil Liberties Union say they will appeal the
biased decision (The Advocate, Issue 579).

CLASSIFIED ACTION
Special Someone(s) Wanted

Mature, intelligent, open-minded male -- 30s, at-
tractive, masculine, friendly and outgoing -- is seeking a
sincere (not a fantasy or novelty) relationship with one or
two domineering (but not necessarily dominant) females,
whether Lesbian, bisexual or heterosexual, to share life with
each other with no sexual hang-ups, role conflicts, or
jealousy. Sincere replies please. All letters will be an-
swered. Write to David, P.O. Box 1170, Latexo, TX 75849-
1170.

Brazilian Wants To Exchange Experiences
24-year old Brazilian male, whose main interest is

"life," wishes to correspond with Gay American males.
Interested in exchanging letters about homosexual experi-
ences. Letters may be written in English, French, German
or Portuguese. Send all letters to:

Marcio Aurelio Peres
Rua 27 de Novembro, 14-Xerem
25250 Rio de Janeiro
Brasil.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor:

The "Texas Festival" at the John F. Kennedy Center this June in
Washington, DC, should be seen as what it really is .. another slap in theface
to Gay and Lesbian Texans. Looking over the program we see that great care
was taken to present a clever sampling from all ethnic groups in order to
show off our diverse and lively Texas culture.

Even though there are Gay and Lesbian artists involved with the
various art offerings, they remain hidden in the usual manner. (The showing
of (the movie) Giant being the most obviousfaux pas.) The Festival does not
include any work with a Gay or Lesbian theme or any art that has arisen from
the Gay community that gives any indication of the contributions Gay
Texans have made to the great Texas landscape.

June is National Gay Liberation month because of the 1969
Stonewall Riots in New York City that turned the tide on how the Gay
community would allow itself to be treated.

One has to wonder why this deletion was made in the program
and 1 suspect that it is because George Bush is in the White House. We
certainly would not want to embarrass the President by acknowledging that
there are homosexuals living in Texas. The rest of the world might find out.
Like everything else in Texas, there is a big closet in Texas as well, and the
big door has been open for a long time. Because the "Texas Festival" has
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neglected to include its Gay and Lesbian artists it has failed to bea real Texas
festival in a big way.

They could have at least presented Jimmy James at the Kennedy
Center doing Marilyn Monroe singing "Happy Birthday Mr. President."

Gene Elder, San Antonio TX
Editor: Beautiful letter! The ALGA staff wants to extent our thanks foryour
gift of 5 free passes to The Bonham Exchange in San Antonio.

MEETINGS
New York City -- The New York City Chapter of

American Atheists and AGLA/New York meet collectively
the first Sunday of each month, from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at
the Lesbian & Gay Community Services Center, 208 West
13th Street, New York, NY 10011.

Phoenix -- The Arizona Chapter of American Gay /
Lesbian Atheists meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
Locations vary. For details on upcoming events and meet-
ings, call Douglas McNeil at (602) 264-7432. Come join
AGLA's most active chapter!

Houston -- Houston area AGLA members meet
collectively with the Houston Chapter of American Atheists
on the second Monday of each month at 7:30 PM at the
Montrose Branch of the Houston Public Library, 4100
Montrose Blvd. near Richmond Avenue. For further infor-
mation, call the AGLA office at (713) 862-3283.

PRIDE EVENTS
Phoenix -- AGLNArizona was present at the

Phoenix Pride festivities on Sunday, June 2. Approximately
5,000 persons attended the event which is reported to be the
largest in Phoenix's history of Lesbian/Gay events. AGLN
Arizona members were on hand to disseminate AGLA and
American Atheist materials. They will also be at the Pride
Week festivities in Tucson on Sunday, June 23. AGLA's
Arizona chapter is doing an excellent job.

Detroit -- AGLA members Karen Sundberg and
Henry Schmuck along with members of the Detroit Chapter
of American Atheists represented AGLA at the Detroit
Pride Fest 91 where approximately 2,000 person attended.
AGLA newsletters, brochures, and informational articles
were handed out along with many excellent American
Atheist pamphlets. Each year, AGLA is very well repre-
sented at Detroit area Pride festivities by dedicated mem-
bers from both AGLA and American Atheists.

New York City -- Our New York City group is
planning to go all out for the Heritage of Pride march and
festival on Sunday, June 30. As AGLA co-founder and
national vice-president Dominic Florio will be leaving New
York within a week after the big march, he, his family,
AGLA New York City area members and members of the
New York City Chapter of American Atheists will all be
comprising what is planned to be a very large contingent of
out-of-the-closet Atheists at the Heritage of Pride march.
As a matter of fact, AGLA co-founder and national director
Don Sanders is making plans to join with AGLA's many
New York members during the big march.

During the time many area members will be march-
ing behind the AGLA banner, others will be staffing an
information table located on Christopher Street, where the
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parade will end that Sunday afternoon. .
If you live in or around the New York CIty area,

make plans to attend the march and participate in the AGLA
contingent. All your Atheist friends will be there. Come
give your best to Dominic Florio as he leaves New York for
Florida and say hello to AGLA' s two founders. We hope to
see you there!

GIVE SO ATHEISM CAN FLOURISH
All donations to AGLA are considered tax-deduct-

ible, while a portion of membership renewals are as well.
Because the Internal Revenue Service considers that a
product (a newsletter) is being exchanged as par~ of a
membership fee, the first $12.00 of any membership fee
(whether first time or renewal) is not tax-deductible. Howe~er,
the portion of the membership fee which is over the frrst
$12.00 is considered tax-deductible.

While the organization relies heavily upon annual
membership renewals and new membership sign ons, it also
cannot survive without regular or periodic donations aside
from membership fees. So, when you think of donating,
please think of AGLA, as the organization conducts very
few fundraising events throughout the year and has no other
sources of income except that which is given through
membership payments and additional donations. The money
you donate is going to support the concept of Atheism in a
religiously-saturated community and nation. The more you
give, the stronger the Atheist voice can become.

SEND LETTERS AND SUGGESTIONS
Readers of the AGLA newsletter love to read your

comments. So send your opinions on any topic. In addition,
if you wish to run a classified ad, we'll happily do that for
you as we know how important it is that Atheists couple with
other Atheists. We at the AGLA office in Houston extend
to you a very warm and sincere wish for a happy Lesbian/
Gay Pride Week 1991!

FINAL REMARKS
AGLA will never support the use of the very

symbol that hangs from the neck of Cardinal John O'Connor
[a cross] to ever represent those noble people who h.ave ~ied
of AIDS. We will view such efforts [to do so] by nus guided
gay persons ...as politically incorrect and to be opposed AT
ALL COST.

--Mark Franceschini, Managing Editor

CELEBRATE YOUR PRIDE
THIS YEAR AND EVERY YEAR

REMEMBER STONEWALL
BY SUPPORTING

LESBIAN & GAY PRIDE 1991



BmLIOGRAPHY
lSec. 40-7. Obstructions and encroachments generally. (a) It shall be
unlawful for any person to erect, place, build, construct or maintain any
fence, gate, pole, post, sign, building or other obstruction or encroachment
upon any public street or alley or any portion of a public street within the city,
or to cause any of such things to be done.

GET CONNECTED

On New York's Hottest Classified Line for
Gay Men

2Vigil: a nocturnal devotional exercise or service, esp. on the eve before a
church festival (The American College Dictionarv, Random House, NY). 970-2525
3A new study commissioned by the Graduate School and University Center
of the City University of New York has concluded that at least 9.9% of the
U.S. population are Atheists. According to the survey, Atheists in the U.S.
now outnumber Methodists at 8%,Lutherans at 5.2%, Presbyterians at 2.8%
and Jews at 1.8%.

($.50 per minute/$1.50 for the first)

CLASSIPHONE
4LOBO is a book store which sells primarily Gay adult-oriented materials
such as magazines, adult videos, cards, leather goods and accessories. It also
sells mainstream (non x-rated) Gay and Lesbian books, etc. LOBO's weekly
ad in the pages of The New Voice usually is of an editorial-type espousing
the owner's views on societal and cultural events which may be of specific
concern to the Gay and Lesbian community. At times, the editorial focuses
its attention upon deriding locally or nationally based groups or the heads of
those groups with whom LOBO's owner disagrees.

Leave Your FREE AD at (212) 308-2525

DO IT! AS EASY AS 1 2 3 4

5The AIDS Foundation has requested a donation of $5 per symbol. The
organization claims that it will supply any religious symbol requested by
anyone, including stars of David, crosses, crescent moons, and even pen-
tagrams (the symbol of Satanism).

on

970-1234
6Under the NB measure, parental notification would be required except in
cases of sexual abuse by a parent and medical emergencies in which there
was no time to reach the parent. A young woman could also petition a court
for permission to waive the notification requirement. (Editor's note: the
latter is not likely to occur as teenagers are far too unsophisticated to be able
to petition a court and cannot afford to hire an attorney to represent them.)

($.50 per minute/$1.50 for the first)

7The official oath of the Scout's organizations reads, "I promise to do my
best to do my duty to God and my country, to help other people, and to obey
the Law of the Pack."

Adult Fantasies -- Callers Must Be
Over 18

(All calls to 970 exchanges must generate from
the 212,718,516, or 914 area codes)

American Gay Atheists
P.o. Box 66711, Houston, TX 77266-6711

Membership Form
Please select appropriate category and enclose your check or money order donation to AGA.

[Membership includes the American Gay Atheist monthly newsletter. I

Student
Sustaining

$12 0 Senior Citizen
$75 0 Benefactor

$18 0 Regular
$1500 Corporate

$24 0 Couple/Household $36 0
$300 0 Life $500 0

Please, provide your name, address and telephone number. AGA membership lists are
confidential and are used only for our own discreet mailings. Tell us when you move.

Name: Partner: _
Address: Apt. # _
City: State: Zip: _
Telephone: ( )-------

I am an Atheist and uphold the aim and principles of AGA.
I uphold the right of every individual to live the life of their
choice, in a secular society, free from religion. Signature
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