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FAIRIES' FIASCO IS NO FIASCO 

( See p. 3 FOR story.) 



City 
Gay 

MEET THE CANDIDATES 

The next Gay Lecture at the San Antonio 
Free Clinic will feature some of the 
local candidates running for office in 
the May primaries. Many have been invit
ed, and some have already responded. 
Know who you're voting for and what he 
or she thinks of you •••• April 24, 
7:30 pm at the Free Clinic. 

Fathers Ok 
Rights Provision 

Descrimination against gays in San Antonio became less kosher 
in April. Voters will decide in September. 

Members of the City Council voted 8-4 in favor of the provision 
in the San Antonio Charter which provides that "No city employee or 
applicant for employment shall be descriminated against because of 
race, creed, national origin, age, political orientation, sex, ~ 
orientation (our italics) or non-disabling handicap." Two members 
of the Council abstained. 

The Charter Revision and this provision will not go in effect 
unless accepted by the voters in September. 

IN SEPTEMBER, GO TO THE POLLS. IF THE GAY PROVISION IS INCLUDED, 
VOTE !£!• IF NOT, VOTE AGAINST. 

This can be a milestone for gay rights in San Antonio. 



MILITARY MADNESS MEETS THE GAYSI 
In an article appearing in Together~. February, 1974, 

an account of events leading up to several arrests at the San 
Antonio Country on the evening of December 23rd, 1973, was 
published. The background of negotiations between the owner of 
San Antonio Country and the local military establishment was 
also disclosed. This is the second article regarding this 
matter. 

Shortly after a series of arrests at San Antonio Country, 
on December 23rd, 1973, concerned individuals set in motion 
efforts on varied fronts, to bring to public attention the 
abridgment of civil rights of individuals in the community 
solely becrtuse of their sexual orientation. 

The staff of Gay Community Services, at the San Antonio Free 
Clinic, initiated the formation of a Legal Defense Fund, for the 
protection of civil rights of individuals whose rights have been 
violated solely on the basis of their sexual orientation. Th is 
fund now exists for the community, and will grow as community 
awareness grows. 

Attorneys for San Antonio Country notified officials at 
the local, state and federal levels of their position in regard 
to their client's wishes involving military harassment of this 
civilian activity. As well, documented statements were secured for 
possible use from witnesses to several of these incidents. The 
aggrieved parties were contacted to ascertain their position in 
these matters. 

The three individuals arrested on the night of December 23rd 
have chosen to work with their own private attorneys, for their 
own pe:sonal reasons. As previously stated, contacts have been 
establ1shed with the Playboy Found a tion, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, Gay Community Services of Los Angeles, and the 
Los Angeles Advocate. The ACLU has taken a particular interest 
in recent c a ses involving homosexuals, and the local chapter has 
indicated an interest in looking into these matters if they need 
further investigation. 

Officially, letters have been received from authorities 
stating their willingness to work for better understanding and 
communication in the future. Unofficially, reliable sources have 
stated that the military police will not make surveillance stops 
at San Antonio Country, or other local establishments where the 
owners have objected to such activity. They indicated that they 
will enter the premises if called upon by the owners in the 
event their assistance is requested. These same sou;ces indicated 
a desire to work together for better community co-operation, and 
as part of this willingness, to review "off-limits" policies 
particularly in regard to establishments catering to homosex~al 
persons. 

These are giant steps forward in the San Antonio area, where 
individuals and civilian businesses have lived under the shadow 
of military surveillance for many years. The long-range effect 
of these agreements will benefit the civil liberties of both the 
homosexual and the heterosexual community. It is the stated 
desire of many that individuals may relate to each other in the 
future without the need to sexually identify themselves. Probably 
these are the long-range goals of human liberation. 

In particular, the owner of San Antonio Country, and his 
attorneys, stated that close co-operation with local and state 
authorities in adhering to laws will continue; and that unlawful 
behavior by patrons, be they civilian or military, will not be 
tolerated. The protection of civil rights does not mean the 
protection of unlawful activity. 

Catastrophic events need not occur before individuals are 
stirred to action. There is a great call for better community 
understanding. In a recent gathering at Gay Community Center, 
an attorney who was addressing the Gay Lecture Series stated that 
homosexuals need to educate the community. They need to work with 
judges and juries; they need to turn their attention to community 
understanding of homosexual rights and goals as they relate to the 
individuals' place in the scheme of things called life; they need 
to fight for their civil rights when those rights have been violated; 
they need to place themselves in leadership roles within the 
community; they need to set examples for peer group identification, 
so that young people who seek answers to their o"m identity problems 
may have them answered intelligently. 

The fact that a person has an identity problem that does not 
jive with the majority view is a major individual crisis. The 
individual must face this problem first. When these facts have 
been met and understood by the individual, then the individual 
must work to make his quality of life, and the quality of life of 
other individuals similar to his own, rewarding for them all. 
This takes involvement and commitment. It takes guts too! This 
is the role of the contemporary homosexual in society, if the 
society he seeks is a better one for all mankind. 

The events of the past twelve months as they relate to the 
specific problems at San Antonio Country have brought about long
range effects which should improve the quality of life of the 
community as a whole. This involvement and commitment have reaped 
their rewards. As was stated in the recent spoof ballet "Fairies• 
Frolic" as performed by the San Antonio Country Ballet Comp any, 
"that all can gather in some grove to dance and frolic, and 
welcome in the Spring." Happy Fiesta '741 





New Gay Publications Received 
TOGEmER GAY has received three· publications from gay organi

zations around the country; they vary in price from "free" to fifty 
cents and from four to twenty-four pages. 

The twenty-four page, fifty cent CONTACT is billed as "The Gay 
Newspaper of the Gulf States." Publisher Henry Parker told TOGETHER 
GAY he desires "to make CONTACT an ADVOCATE-style newspaper for 
Houston, San Antonio, DAllas, Fort Worth, Austin and New Orleans." 

Parker is looking for news and distribution in the San Antonio 
(and perhaps Austin) area. Interested parties can write him at 

CONTACT 
box 70282 
Houston 77007 

or call (713) 529-4536 for information on profits and advertising 
commissions. 

The other two publications, THE EMPTY CLOSET from Rochester, 
New York and THE CAUSEWAY from New Orleans, Louisiana, are the more 
typical productions of gay political groups; they offer insight into 
the growth and cultural/political interests of the two groups. 

THE EMPTY CLOSET is four pages and free; THE CAUSEWAY is ten 
cents and eight pages. 

It is encouraging to see the growth ot both the grassroots 
newsletter and the regional, commercial newsletter; the gay community, 
especially in Texas, needs both. TOGETHER GAY hopes to see many more 
such issues. 

@ 
San 
~ntmio 

Free Clinic, Ire. 
TI36 W 'v'Voodlawn, Son Aoonio, 005 78201 

Gay Lecture Series Tells All 
how gays are treated in Bexar County Jail? 
what are the symptoms of oral gonorrhea? 
what the new Texas Penal Code means for us? 
which of the local military brass worry about Soviet agents 
in our gay bars? 

The answers to these and other intriguing questions have 
been supplied by experts who are interested in helping gays 
attain a measure of self-respect in a hostile society. The Gay 
Lecture Series at the San Antonio Free Clinic consists of meetings 
in which these invited speakers explain aspects of subjects related 
to their professions which have special interest for gays. 

In February, Rev. Chris Kehl, Bexar County Jail Chaplain, 
talked about problems of gays in jail and what might be done 
about them. In a following meeting, attorney Maury Maverick 
participated in a group -discussion of treatment of gays by the 
military and harassment in the bars. 

The March meetings dealt with gay health care and legal 
problems. In the first of these, three of the seven physicians 
who donate their services to the San Antonio Free Clinic answered 
questions relating to V.D. and treatment as it applies to the 
gay community. In a very lively and informative session, these 
physicians, Drs. David Bolling, Marguerite Shepard and Paul Weinberg, 
all of the U.T. Medical School, showed that they have no hang-ups 
about dealing with gay problems. The second March meeting, 
concerned with gays and the law, was conducted by attorney Gerry 
Goldstein and focused on certain aspects of the new Penal Code 
and the outlook for future progress in this area. 

An excellent film strip, "The Invisible Minority" was shown 
at the first April meeting. This production by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association is an excellent documentary of the gay 
condition in the u.s. at the present time. The meeting of April 
24, to be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Human Growth Center of the Free 
Clinic will have as its main topic the list of political candidates 
in the forthcoming elections. 

And about those Soviet agents: if your next trick wants to 
do it "Russian style", notify the C.I.A. immediately! (And call 
Gay Switchboard; 733-7300, 7-11 p.m.!) 


