
Tex a s Gay Conference 'VI r
P. O. Box AK
Denton, TX 76201

The Texas Gay Conference has been spon-
sored annually since 1973 by the Texas Gay
TasK Force. The meeting draws lesbians,
gay men and human rights supporters from
allover Texas to attend general meetings
and workshops on political, social and
psychological topics.

The Hon. Deralyn Davis, vice chair of
the Texas Democratic Party, will be the
keynote speaker Saturday morning in a
session beginning at 9 am
keynote speaker. Confirming the support
for civil rights for homosexuals recently
stated in the national and state Democratic
Party platforms, both she and an afternoon
panel discussion on the effects of gay
political support affirm the part gay men
and lesbians are playing in politics today.
Workshops on the Far Right Wing, on legal
harassment and on the gay image in the
media echo the political theme.

Sunday morning's speaker will be native
Texas Morris Kight, long time supporter of
social and health services for the gay
community of Los Angeles and organizer of
their Gay Community Services Center in
1971. Other socially and psychologically
oriented meetings will cover coming out,
organizing gay telephone crisis lines,
relationships, feminism for (gay) men and
lesbians and the feminist movement.

Other conference activities will include
non-denominational chapel Sunday morning,
caucuses for special interest groups, regis-
tration and a film showing Friday night,
and a party sponsored by GLAD, the Gay/
Lesbian Association of Denton on Saturday.
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A il:ESSAGE: FRm; Tl-iL CmTFEHEI:CE CHA]:~

;"S Conference Chair, I Hant to welcome each of
you to Texas Gay Conference Seven. Hhen the board of
the Texas Gay Ta~k Force decided on July 26 that a
last minute conference was better than no conference
at all, we knew that it would not be possible to have
the variety and the aoph.i.s.t.Lca tLon of the last two
.meetings. Eovrever, we hope very much that you will
enjoy your stay in Denton and the activities we have
arranged.

The cooperation of the Civic Center Community
Building personnel, of La Quinta ~otor Inn, of num-
erous Democratic Farty officials allover the state,
and of many other heterosexual Denton and Dallas
citizens has been heartwarming encouragement in OUI

struggle for human rights. The way in which dozens of
gay peopJe have spent long hOLJrs chairing committees,
working on those committees and doing behind the
scenes chores of many kinds has again and again
confirmed my o}m feeling that we are all each other's
family, and that every gay man is a brother, every
lesbian, a sister. In rarticular I wan t to thank
the many member-s of GALTT, GLAD, DGPC Al,D TGI'F, as
w2:1 as those yet unaffiliated, for what they have
done .• The conference would not have been held wi th-
out the contributions of many of them.

Sincerely,
RDRA BOGLE _
CODrerenc€- Chadr

Apologies: Publicity could have been better.
\>Jedidn't get to ask businesses about sales tables.
Denton gay night life is non-existent. '/e could have
more wor-kshop space. I'm sure other items have been
over-Looked .• But, like Dr. Johnson 's comment en the
dancing bear, "it's not that it'::: done Hell, but
that it's done at all that's the accomplishment."
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TEXAS GAY CONFERENCESEVEN

CONFERENCESCHEDULE

FRIDAY OCTOBER17 La Quinta Motor Inn,
700 Fort Worth Drive

7:00-11:00 p.m. Registration; no-host
cocktail party; Films

SATURDAYOCTOBER18 Civic Center Community
Building, 215 E. McKinney

8~00-9:00 a.m. Registration, Lobby
(continues all day)

9:00-10~45 a.m. Opening session:
Welcome~ Dick Wood,
Co-Director, Gay/Lesbian
Association of Denton
State of T.G.T.F.~ Jack
Wilklnson-;- Moaerator
Keynote Address: The Hon.
Deralyn Davis, Vice-Chair,
Texas Democratic Party
Announcements: Edra Bogle,
Conference Chair

11:00-12:30 a.m. WORKSHOPSI
Legal Harassment:

Auditorium
Gay History: Meeting Room
Lesbians and the Feminist

Movement: Classroom
TGTF Reorganizatlon~ Hall

12:30-1:15 p.m. Lunch

1:30-3:00 p.m. WORKSHOPSII
Gay Political Support:

Auditorium
Coming Out: Meeting Room
Organizing Gay Telephone

Crisis Lines: Classroom

for workshop descriptions see
pp. 10, 12~ 14-16
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3:15-4~45 p.m. WORKSHOPSIII
Gay Image in the Media:

Auditorium
Relationships: Meeting Room
Far Right Wing: Classroom
Feminism for (Gay) Men: Hall

5:00-6:00 p.m. People's Assembly; Everybody
is Welcome: Gen. Discussion

8:30 p.m.-
1:30 a.m.

GLAD PARTY $3.00
Beer - soft drinks - dancing

SUNDAY OCTOBER 19
9:00-9:45 a.m. Non-Denominational Chapel,

, La Quinta, Rev. C. D. Haun
CIVIC CENTER COMMUNITY BUILDING

9:00-9:45 a.m. Caucuses: (Blacks, Chicanos,
Physically Challenged, Pro-
fessional, Rural, Women, etc.)

Auditorium
HRA Fund-Raising Ideas:

Classroom

10:00-11;00 a.m. General session: Morris
Kight, Gay Community Services
Center, Los Angeles

11:15-12:45 Texas Gay Task Force Business
Meeting: only members may
vote, anyone welcome

Adjournment1:00 p.m.

Caucuses and other special interest
groups may continue their meetings
till 4 p.m. if desired.

ALL MEETINGS WILL BEGIN ON TIMEt ! I
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DERALYN DAVI~
Biographical Information

Deralyn Davis, vice chair of the Texas
Dempcratic Party, will keynote the seventh
annual Texas Gay Conference in Denton at
9:30 am Saturday.

Ms. Davis is a.native of jort Worth and
has been active in the Democratic Party and
civic and community affairs for most of her
adult life/ In 1976 and 1980, she went to
the National Democratic Conventions as a
delegate for President Carter. Now in her
second term as vice chair of the state party,
she has be~n a delegate to the biennial
state Democratic.Party conventions since
1972.

Ms. Davis is a graduate of Huston-Til-
lotson College and the University of Texas
at Arlington. Currently working in the
insurance field, she has taught in various
public school systems in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area and is an active member of the
Episcopal church.
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MORRIS KIGHT
Biographical Information

Morris Kight returns to his native Texas
to speak on Sunday. Raised in central Texas
and educated at Texas Christian University,
he first became involved in activism for
racial equality and in the anti-Vietnamese
war movement, starting a committee against
chemical warfare.

In 1971, he helped organize the Gay
Community Services Center of Los Angeles,
one of the first in the country to serve
the gay community in health and social wel-
fare areas. He was awarded the Judy Coleman
Award for Humanitarian Activity in May 1972,
and has since been active in the March on
Washington Committee, the National Convention
Pioject, and is currently working on develop-
ing a housing project for the gay community
in Los Angeles.

6

Introducing

GABBY'S
SHORT
HORN

3902 Cedar Springs
COUNTRY and WESTERN BAR

Pool • P-_II • Men

Manager. Mike HItI'eS

3902 Cedar Springs
Dallas S21-8S10





Tex as Gay Conference GVI I·
P.O. Box A K .~
Denton, TX 76201

TGTF
A History

The Texas Gay Task Force was founded in
1973, emerging from Texas Gay Conference I
to grow into the only statewide general
interest gay organization in Texas. Moderators
have included Ken Cyr, Rosella Kliewer,
Kathy Deitsch and Jack Wilkinson. The Texas
Gay Task Force, together with its lobbying
effort, the Human Rights Advocates, has:

1. Sponsored statewide conferences
featuring such speakers as Harvey Milk, Pat
Bond, Leonard Matlovich and Elaine Noble.

2. Helped remove a rider from a bill
introduced into the Texas Legislature in
1979, which would have denied college and
university gay organizations use of campus
meeting facilities and other services.

3. Worked to avoid enactment of laws
which would have increased police harass-
ment in gay and lesbian bars by forbidding
even such innocuous conduct as same-sex
dancing; laws which would have forbidden
the sale of "poppers;" and laws which would
have restricted licenses in a number of
fields.

e

4. Was instrumental in promoting the
passage of the family and domestic violence
shelters bill, and worked against recission
of the Equal Rights Amendment in the Texas
Legislature.

5. Monitored bills on police brutality,
apprising legislators of the discriminatory
acts of harassment and violence experienced
by members of the lesbian and gay community.

6. Encouraged the growth of other
statewide and local organizations such as
the Lesbian/Gay Democrats of Texas.

TGTF is an incorporated group now revis-
in) its by~ldws to seek tax-deductible sta-
tus with Internal Revenue Service for its
educational activities. It is a truly
statewide organization, divided into five
regions, each of which is represented by a
male and a female on the Board of Directors.
One of its major goals is ever increasing
visibility and growth to make the heterosex-
ual public aware of the fact that we are in-
deed EVERYWHERE. That is why there is always
an urgent need for more members of varying
ages and interests in every part of the
state~
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SATURDAY OCTOBER 18
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

GAY HISTORY. This workshop will be presen-
ted by Dr. Frank Rossiter, associate pro-
fessor of history and American studies at
University of Texas - Dallas, who has recent-
ly been responsible for the series on his-
torical figures presented at Dallas Gay
Political Caucus meetings, and who will
discuss a general perspective of the place
of homosexuality in world history; and by
Phil Johnson, organizer of the first area
group, the Gay Organization of Dallas, and
long-time activist, who will speak particu-
larly about the last hundred years in
America, and include information he has
gathered about lesbian and gay pioneers in
the Texas area.

SOCIAL JUSTICE: PROBLEMS WITH POLICE AND
THE COURTS. Dr. Campbell Read, chair of
the Social Justice Committee, DGPC, with
the assistance of committee members, will
cover techniques used to deal with police
harassment of gays, and abuse of govern-
~ental power by prosecutors and criminal
court judges in Dallas County. Issues of
civil liberties will be discussed. It is
hoped to share information about similar
problems across the state. This workshop
should help gay organizations to begin
to respond effectively and quickly; pro-
tecting our civil liberties is a task in-
volving every man and woman and is not
restricted to la\vyers.
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for intimate dining in a casual atmosphere

listen to a few ....

Happy Hour
every weekday 4-7
Tues., Thurs., & Fri.
featuring

Jerry Johnston

featuring
lunch & dinner
Sunday champagne brunch

& a special "after hours" menu

Cedar Springs



1:30 - 3:00 pm

COMING OUT. Steve Wilkins, former president
of DGPC and chair of Texas Gay Conference $,
will discuss briefly the pros and cons of i
coming out to one's parents and employer and
will lead a discussion of the participants'
experiences with and feelings about the
topic.

GAYLINES. This workshop will cover organi-
zing hotlines, their operation, policies and
procedures. After a panel discussion by
three officers of Dallas Gayline, John ~ix,
Sher Harnish and Hershel Norwood, the re-
ma~ning hour will be used for questions,
demonstrating telephone answering skills,
listening techniques, sensitivity training,
etc. Organized in 1974, Dallas Gayline is
the! only continuing gay hotline in Texas.
It provides telephone counseling, informa-
tion and referral services, cooperating with
other crisis lines in the ~1etroplex. It is
staffed by 50-60 volunteers who receive
extensive training in the area of peer
counseling.

THE EFFECTS CF GAY F'OLITICAL S1.TPORT.. The Gay Rights
Natiqnal lobby and the Nat.Lonal Gay Task Force pub'l Iehed
a 58 page work this spring entitled "Does Support for
Gay Oivil Rights Spell Folitical ~uicide? A Close look
at Some Long Held hyths." Evidence from the entire
cOillltry over the last ten years presents a very posi-
ti ve picture. This report and their O~Tl experiences
will be discussed by a panel consisting of Ginny
Apuzzo, who has served on the board of Fational Gay
Task Force, as co+che.f.r- of the Lesbian/Cay Caucus at
the Democratic rational Convention, on the national
Denoc rat l c F'La t f'c r-in Comm.ittee and has been a candidate
for the et.a te Assembly of i:ew York; Dol", Baker, president
of the Ez.Ll.as Gay 1015 tical Caucus , delegate to the
state Democratic Convention and a litigant in a [jay
civil rights case; and Richard Solo, state Democratic
rarty committee member, vice chair of the budget and
finance commmittee of the state Democr<l.tic party- and
a Kennedy delegate;;o the national f.emocratic
convention. I~



o CO Appearing Nightly During October
~ • Tuesdaysthrough Saturdays

9a30pm 'til la30am

Thefinestentertainment7ni~htsa weeh....!
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LESBIANS AND THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT. Arnme
Hogan has been an activist since attending
the tlniversity of Texas - Austin, where she
helped organize "Gay Blue Jeans Day" and
spoke at legislative committee hearings.
She was part of the successful "City of
Austin v. Driskill Bar and Grill" in which
the right to same-sex dancing was upheld
under Austin city ordinances. Arnme will
discuss both the history of the relationship
between non-gay feminists and lesbians and
her own experiences in this area.

TEXAS GAY TASK FORCE REORGAl.'JIZATION. Steve
Caldwell, TGTF member from Houston and chair
of t.he Reorganization Com..mittee, will lead
a discussion about possible revision of by-
laws and of changes in incorporation. At pre-
sent, educational and charitable activities
of TGTF are not tax deductible. It is hoped
we can devise a structure which will separ-
ate political and lobbying aspects of the
organization and improve managerial effi-
ciency. l~lhether one group with two branches,
a primarily educational group with a poli-
tical branch or a primarily political group
with an educational branch is most desirable
will be among the matters discussed. Any
thoughts relating to structure and rules
may also be brought up at this meeting. It
is the membership's chance to have input
into this most important matter, and every-
one is welcome.

T ex a 5 Gay Con ference 'VI I
P. O. Box A K
Denton, TX 7620J
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3:15 - 4:45 pm

THE FAR RIGHT WING. Steve Henley, Barbara
Cigainaro, and Renee Rebb prepared this
workshop and have presented it several times.
Only Steve, past chair of Lesbian/Gay Demo-
crats of Texas, can be here today. It covers
the philosophy, personnel and relationships
between various quasi-religious, political,
business and other pressure groups currently
working against women's rights, gay rights,
labor, environmental protection and similar
issues.

FEMINISM FOR (GAY) MEN. What is feminism?
Can women and gays unite in a common cause
for civil rights? Dr. Bill Beauchamp, im-
mediate past president of Dallas Gayline
and Gay Academic Union/North Texas, NOW
member and teacher of an SMU course on male
sex roles, will present this workshop with
one or two female SMU colleagues as resource
persons.

THE GAY IMAGE IN THE MEDIA. Susan Caudill,
producer and moderator of KERA TV's "Voices"
wwho has covered women's issues for "Newsroom"
who has covered women's issues for "Newsroom"
and the National Women's Conference for PBS
as well as working on a daily newspaper,
assisted by Ginny Martin, director of news-
day "Voices," will examine such topics as
the uses and abuses of gay/lesbian stereo-
types by the media, how we can use and
avoid being used, and the differences between
media and political strategy.
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RELATIONSHIPS. Dr. Kathie Beckman Smallwood
is a therapist in private practice, who for-
merly taught at Tarrant County Junion College
and North Texas State University and was
assistant Dean of Women at SMU. Her train-
ing specialized in marriage and family ther-
apy and in human sexuality. The workshop
will include an exploration of the highs
and lows of intimate human relationships.
T9pics will cover the joys, the problems,
and the interpersonal dynamics of human
intimacy.

All workshops will begin promptly.
Participation does not imply sex-
ual orientation. Other workshops
may be added, details of which are
not available at this time.
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