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Perhaps you have picked up Pointblank Times for the first time and are (we hope)
kicking yourself for not discovering it sooner. Maybe you have been a dedicated sub-
scriber from the beginning. Most likely, you have bought this issue at random, as you
have many others, and are flipping through it, looking for your 50¢ worth.

Whoever you are, this article is for YOU, the Pointblank Times reader. It is im-
portant to us, as staff members, to tell you the herstory of PBT, to inform you of the
struggles and of the support that we have had in the two and a half years that Point-
blank Times has been published.

In the early months of 1975, a restless lesbian of 20 years had an idea. She began
to agitate for the support of her women friends to publish something, a book of art and
original poems, an artistic calendar, or perhaps a lesbian/feminist periodical. Some-
thing directed toward unifying the lesbian community, and serving as an outlet for the
enormous amount of creative energy that was undiscovered and unchanneled. Pointblank
Times had a beginning with the enthusiasm of Alison McKinney. She spread the word and
found others to become involved and submit drawings, poetry, or articles for the first
issue. Linda Lovell collaborated with Alison to select the material they wanted to print,
and the two worked together to edit, type, layout, print and distribute the first issue.

The name of the publication was inspired by a small town in San Jacinto county,
Point Blank, Texas. Thirteen miles north of Coldspring, Point Blank was originally
named Blac Point by a French woman who had migrated from Alabama. Known successively as
White Point and Point White, it eventually became Point Blank.

Thus, the Pointblank Times was begun with Alison's access to printing equipment,
Linda's editing experience, $25 each, and a lot of enthusiasm. Copies of the first issue,
along with a letter of introduction dated March 17, 1975, were hand-delivered hot off the
press to friends, mailed out to gay/feminist contacts around the country, and randomly
left at a few gay bars in Houston.

When money for yearly subscriptions started coming in, Linda and Alison found them-
selves committed to publishing another issue. They agreed on a list of women they knew
and felt they could work with and invited them to an organizational meeting which took
place in Linda's bedroom. Thirteen women voted to decide what would be printed in the
second issue. Nine were interested enough to come to subsequent meetings and to take
on various shitwork involved in getting the paper out. They took turns typing in Linda's
non-airconditioned apartment, getting in each other's way and not knowing what needed to
be done or how to do it. Alison showed anyone interested how to do layout, working on
the floor and contending with occasional breezes from the open windows which scattered
articles in various stages of completion. In other words, nine inexperienced, confused
women somehow survived chaos and got the second issue out. Since that time, Pointblank
Times has existed as a collective of women, working together to carryon what Alison
and Linda have shown us to be so important.

Operation headquarters has moved from home to home, and now is tentatively based
at the printer's. The names appearing in the staff box fluctuate, and none of the
original collective are working on the paper now, but PBT has exhibited its importance
to the community by its unwillingness to be snuffed out; when everything seems impos-

continued on page 3
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continued from page 2

sible, another issue is still coming. The publication has matured in its 21 issues,
adding more advertising and almost meeting printing costs, but we are always in need
of outside input.

Pointblank Times is for its readers. We exist as a vessel of communication for
you to contribute your ideas, feelings, creativity, and as always, your help, whether
it be financially; physically, or emotionally.

Photography by Vicki
Photography by Sherry

-PET Staff

Photography by Sherry

PBT wishes to express their sincere appreciation to the following persons who helped in
the production of this issue: Linda, Bert, Glynda, Marion, Ed, Sheila, Pat, and Judy.

We publish PointbZank Times as often as possible. Under optimum conditions
that is bi-monthly. We exist as a communications vehicle for lesbians and
feminists, especially in Houston and in Texas.

Send us your stuff, including letters, features, reviews, poetry, graphics,
photographs, and listings for the calendar. Please tell us how you want your name
to appear, and whether you want your material returned to you.

Mailing address: PointbZank Times
P.O. Box 14643
Houston, Texas 77021

Available at: The Libran,
The Bookstore, Big City News,
Wilde 'N' Stein, and the
Credit Union.

Subscriptions: $5 per year

This publication is on file with the International Women's History Archive,
Special Collections Library, Northwestern University, Evanston, Il. 60201.
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LETTERS PBT SOUND-OFF SECTION

Dear Pointblank Times,

"The anti's were there too, ioi. th
their rabbit eyes and immobile
mouths and rigid wrinkles---
surely women who never move while
being fucked. They waved their
phallic tape recorder microphones
and whined about their rights to
raise their children in a vacuum ... "

The bull-dykes were there too, with
their snake eyes and snarling mouths
and dry, rigid wrinkles---surely
women(?) who move like bulldozers
while doing what(?) they do. They
waved their dildo tape recorder
microphones and shouted about
their rights to live and raise
their children in a moral vacuum ...

I read my August PBT without a blink right up to page 14, paragraph 5, above left;
then I blinked a lot and every time I closed my eyes, I saw the excerpt above right--
very scary. I don't doubt or disagree with what Pokey stated here, but I could not
defend and must strenuously object to the editorial posture or lack of posture that
allowed these comments to be published by our side in a news report/political
commentary, however subjective.

In the struggle to free ourselves from legal and traditional oppression it is
imperative that we do not allow our detractors or ourselves to let prejudice displace
the issue at hand or ridicule legitimate voices. A woman Is-physical appearance and
whatever one might imagine she does with whomever in bed is no issue, nor is it a
reason to discredit her viewpoint. We are demanding that everyone we deal with
acknowledge this and I firmly believe we must demand it of ourselves lest the bigots
beat us by frustrating us into their own image. If we as individuals and our press
use their tactics we cannot claim to be leading or pushin9 people to anything new
or better and we will be assimilated before creating a sound basis for permanent
change.

I know it is impossible to always turn the other cheek and that it is simply
human reflex to return a stone that is thrown at you. The IWY article may have been
written impulsively, but it should not have been edited impulsively or hurriedly.
I feel that these few comments detract from the entire article and the publication
as a whole. If you disagree, I would like to discuss it further. If you just
didn't have the time to consider them seriously, I suggest that you make it. I
know the pressurized conditions you operate under often require sacrifice in one area
or another, but the editorial responsibility should remain unchanged.

PBT is an important link for women like me who are turned off by politics and
unnerved by mass actions. In the matter of women's and lesbian rights I sound off
to friends and other people in my private daily life of which PBT is an encouraging
part and it is in friendship that I open and close this letter.

-Pat Corrigan

4 Pointblank Times



continued from page 4

Dear Pat.,

This article appeared in the August issue of Pointblank Times as an assignment
article on the state IWY Conference. As any other contributing article to PBT~ it
reflects the attitude and opinions of the author and not necessarily the general staff.

Dear Sis-ters,

I really enjoyed the last issue (as always).
for all the hard work and effort you put into it.

Keep up the good work. Thank you

In Sisterhood~
Rhonda

Thanks Rhonda! We always like to get feedback from our readers. Knowing that our
readers are responsive is quite an incentive for the next issue.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* *~~ NEED NIKKI! WE'LL REMKMBERIN NOVEMBER!--Just a few months ago, these
* cries were heard almost daily on the steps of city hall. *

* *
*

It is again time to show the strength behind those statements. As we face
the upcoming elections,we urge everyone to evaluate each candidate. *

* *
*

Regardless of whomever you choose, it is important that you exercise your
ri ght to vote. *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

unique feminist tshirts $5.75 each
postpaid

including ---

OBNOXIOUS MOUNTAIN WOMAN"
UPPITY CITY WOMAN

CLITZPAH!

•

lWy
The SuperWoman Shirt

(Illustrated)

and a very special
Houston IWY shirt!

COME BY OUR TABLE
AT THE CONFERENCE!

WomQ.n
WOW\O."

""o"'~'\
11)0,-"
10)0-.11

w.."

FREE BROCHURE
of many~ many more!
- b u t ton e , too - drmddillo .

mountem

5

P. O. Box l64-P
Hathaway Pines,
California 95233
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When I was a teenager in Texarkana, Arkansas, there appeared an article in the local
paper about a prisoner who had died in the county jail. It was ruled a suicide. He
was alleged to have beaten himself to death. Now, if you believe that, then I would
suggest that you run for office in the Gay Political Caucus. Your gullibility and
naivete will find plenty of company.

GPORefuses Boycott of OP
a woman's reaction

For over a year, I have been cast in a Greek tragedy surrounding the Old Plantation
(OP) and the Gay Political Caucus (GPC). I have considered having my name changed to
Cassandra in keeping with the script. I think that I am through with it now, but since
my involvement has been so extensive, I hope that you will indulge me in this exorcism
of left over feelings and outrage and permit me to recount the events which culminated
in the grand sellout.

In January of 1976, I attended my first GPC meeting. The Old Plantation had
arrived in town and promptly erected a sign which stated their dress code. Not only
was it ridiculous, but the word was out that it was arbitrarily enforced and the result
was Discrimination against blacks and women. GPC was right on top of things and had
sen~ a delegation to the bar to investigate. At this meeting they reported that the
management wanted a high class clientele and no discrimination was taking place.

That was not consistent with what I had been hearing, so Pointblank Times sent
four women to the bar one evening~ all dressed differently to see what would happen.
We were stopped and harrassed. We asked to speak to the manager who it turned out
was young and stupid enough to tell us the truth. He stated that the OP was a boy's
bar, made racist remarks about blacks and then somehow found it relevant to mention
that the bar had cattle prods at their disposal for any trouble which arose.

It bothered me that we got such a different impression than the team from GPC.
I went to the next meeti ng of GPC and gave our report. There were several black men
at the meeting who also confirmed discriminatory practices at the bar. We were com-
peting with a crowd of men in the back of the room who kept advising the chair to
wrap up the discussion and deal with their complaint or else they would walk out of the
meeting. Lickity split, a resolution was passed that said that GPC does not condone
sexist and racist policies at gay bars.

Somehow I thought to myself, this is not going to be enough. The men in the back
of the room had the floor. It seemed that the police were harassing one of the bars
which, according to the doorman of that bar, was the "best cock-sucking bar in town.1I
What ensued was typical of the GPC mentality. They began discussing meetings with ["
police officials and a repr~sentative of the mayor's office. The impression which I
got was that not only should we condemn the police for harassment and excessive force
(which I certainly agree with) but apparently these men should also be supported in their
alleged right to have sex on the premises of bars. All I wanted was to be able to
enter a gay bar without being hassled for being a woman and this merit only a mean-
ingless resolution. The difference with which the two problems had been handled struck
me as very sexist.

After this meeting, I had the opportunity to talk with the new manager of the OP,
Hugh Scott. His attitude toward women was absolutely frightening. I knew it was not
going to end there.

6 Pointblank Times
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continued from page 6

A brief period passed without incident and then the stories began. A woman
claimed she was raped and beaten, the woman with her was burned with cigarettes and
beaten at the OP. Another and yet another woman claims to have been assaulted at the OP.
A woman has her hand banged in the door repeatedly for no explainable reason. The
stories go on, GPC hears them and does nothing.

Enter Howard Neese, yet another manager of the OP. Howard, according to the
accounts of people who were at the OP, gets on the microphone of the OP a few evenings
before the Anita Bryant demonstration and is alleged to have advised people not to go
to the rally. Now we see action from the GPC.

In July of this year, they held a meeting to discuss the OP. While the Board of
Trustees wants to continue to negotiate with the management, several women chide them for
this, the membership agrees with the women and they pass another resolution. This
resolution, however, called for a boycott of the OP within ten days if certain pro-
visions are not met. Two of the provisions called for a public apology by the OP and an
end to their racist and sexist policies.

I thought to myself, "Well, it took over a year, but finally we are going to see
some action. II Suffering from this delusion, I attended the GPC meeting on August 3rd,
1977 to either hear a public apology or help plan the boycott. What took place instead
was a sham and an insult.

Howard Neese was given the opportunity to address the group, deliver a prepared
statement and answer questions. Before he took the floor, we were all cautioned
against bringing up specific incidents at that bar and were told that the gavel would
be used savagely to protect Mr. Neese from any excesses.

Mr. Neese delivered a statement which basically said, we do not discriminate
against women or minorities, it has never been our policy to do so and we will not in
the future. Since we have not done anything wrong, there is no need for any change.
He reminded us of how difficult it is to run a bar where you have to deal with people
who are at times drunk or on drugs. Sometimes force has to be used, and it was
conceivable to him that in some cases excessive force could have been used although he
personally was unaware of any such occurrence.

Neese made it very clear that this statement was in no way to be construed as an
apology but was an official explanation. Furthermore, it was an explanation to GPC
only, whose membership is primarily white and male, and he would not release the
statement reaffirming non-discriminatory practices at his bar, to the local gay
press including PointbZank Times.

At the previous meeting, GPC had asked that women who had complaints against the
OP to please come forward with the information. Three such women were present at the
August meeting. Yet when one woman attempted to preface her question with an exp'l anat ion
of what had happened to her at the OP, she was savagely ruled out of order and told
no statements, questions only.

I sat there and considered what I should do. Here I am again at another GPC
meeting dealing with the question of the OP. I have been told that GPC has in its
hot little hands, a sworn affidavit from a Chicano stating that he was beaten by the

continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

management of the OPe There are women present who are claiming they were assaulted
at that bar. A resolution was passed and none of the provisions of that resolution
have been met. The stated will of the membership of GPC has been completely circum-
vented by the Board of Trustees and the men in that room do not have the snap to
realize that they have been bamboozled.

What do I do? Do I stand on a chair and insist that they hear what I have to say?
I glanced over a couple of rows and noticed that Mr. Neese was accompanied by his 250 lb.
bartender and quickly decided that was not a good idea. So I did what I should have
done over a year ago. I left. I left never to return and be patronized and lied to
again by those men. But I left with the resolve that as many people as possible would
know of what happened that night.

Stay away from the OPe Whether or not they ever abuse another woman is totally
irrelevant. You don't buy Anita Bryant records so don't spend money in that bar.
The attitude which your patronage would support in either instance is oppressive to
gay people.

Stay away from the GPC. They care more about cutting themselves off from the
donations of the largest gay disco in town than they care about sexist and racist
policies in our own backyard. There is much that they do not understand and it seems
to me, that they do not care to understand.

AS -Barbara CigaineroFL H-
GPC has recently lifted the boycott of COORS beer in Houston!

PRINTED BUSINESS NECESSITIES Be ADVERTISING SPECIALTIES

fDWln SPHDf 713-479-3814 24 Hour
Answering Service

P.O. Box 6452

Pasadena, Texas 77506
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SOAP
a diatribe

In this culture one grows up immune
to TV's habit of playing fast and loose
with the truth and reality behind people's
lives. Normally, though, they do try to
keep some grain of recognizable fact so
that we don't tune out and (God forbid)
start interacting with each other instead.
This time, though, their credibility has
been blown wide apart. I could not
BELIEVE what I was seeing, A BIG LIE, on
the screen! It seemed almost un-American.
But then, realizing that the lies dealt
with a gay person (I think), I saw how
American the whole thing was. The unfor-
tunate character of Jodie embodies almost
every "popular" sexual "deviation" of
the day, and, what's more, the talented
lad does this all by himself! In one
person!

Jodie is, at the same time, a
transvestite, a transsexual, and a
homosexual person! I must say I was
staggered. Obviously, ABC decided
humor rides on the risque.

We here at PBT are strongly urging
you not to watch this pandering dreck and
instead, use your time to write Mr. Fred
Silverman at ABC and ask him where he
left his sense of taste and honesty.
This show has got to be the worst kind
of catering to mass ignorance, bigotry
and illusion I've ever seen on TV and we
cannot support it. Every week it prompts
millions to ridicule, downgrade, and
classify us in such a way that it is an
insult to every feeling and sensitive
person, gay or straight. SOAP is a
significant step toward keeping us
safely stereotyped and discarded in the
minds of millions of viewers. Deny it
your support and give ABC your outrage.
I think we're tired of being everyone's
laughingstock.

ABC Entertainment
1330 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10019

-MeZanie Eyre
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Sunday, November 20

3 - 5 p.m.

honoring

JuneArnold
author of:

Applesauce
The Cook and the Carpenter

Sister Gin

and
Bertha Harris
author of:

Lover
Confessions of Cherubino

The Joy of Lesbian Sex

THE
BOOK~TOQE

1728 Bissonnet
Houston Texas

527-8522
BOOKS FROM DAUGHTERS, INC.·
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Marion E. Coleman is the reason that Pointblank Times is printed with such quality
and care. Although PBT is able to pay for the paper it is printed on and a few other
materials vital in the printing process, the costs of press time and bindery time are
absorbed by the House of Coleman. In addition, Marion has shown her support with an
ad in each issue since January of 1976. She has been patient with our changing dead-
lines, and even helped in some of the proofreading. Pointblank Times will always be
grateful to Marion and to the House of Coleman, and we wish to take this opportunity to
say THANK YOU for everything!

Marion attributes much of her success to the friends who helped her in the begin-
ning by donating thei~ labor to help paint and hammer, bringing her supper when she
worked through the night, and cheering with her when a new job came in. These early
years made her a believer in people, and gave her a chance to help others along the way.
She first became involved in printing in 1964, and the learning process was long and
full of struggles. When she finally opened her own shop in 1970, she tried to call on
ad agencies for their business, but without exception, each one of them questioned
whether or not a woman could not only run a printing business, but actually be the
printer. Their doubt increased when she showed them samples from her portfolio, as they
did not believe that the quality of reproduction could be attained on an A.B. Dick
duplicating machine. Even A.B. Dick tried to use her samples in their sales but had to
stop because not everyone could attain such results. Nevertheless, business trickled in.

Today she says, "I have watched my dream come true slowly, but surely as I had j
planned. From the day I opened the House of Coleman seven years ago until now, I have
seen the business grow stronger by the day. Right now I have all the equipment I need
to operate efficiently and economically. And it is all paid for. My first employee
was an architectural student who did design work, paste-up and a little darkroom work.
I gradually added a staff member to handle office work, typing, posting and bookkeeping.
Then came my brother to help in the bindery. And another printer. And a second. A
full time darkroom worker and a platemaker. Another designer and a delivery person.
A photographer and a copywriter. And me. And my dog, Moose, who has watched it all
happen alongside me. We are a family at the House of Coleman and we have many, many
friends. And although we still have bad days and slow months, jobs that go wrong and

Photography by Sherry
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PBT TRIBUTE

Marion E. Coleman
Marion E. Coleman is a determined woman whose own

confidence in her work and open trust of people has kept
her in business for seven years. She owns and operates
a fine graphic house, which specializes in quality
printing and offers various other services to its cus-
tomers: illustration, layout and design, copywriting,
and photography. This printing shop, with its informal
atmosphere and poster covered walls, is housed in a
two-story red brick building on W. Alabama. It is
appropriately named the House of Coleman.

continued on page 12
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PBT TRIBUTE

Nikki Van Hightower
In May of 1976, Mayor Fred Hofheinz made the best

decision of his career by appointing Dr. Nikki Van High-
tower to the position of Women's Advocate. Until March
19, 1977, Houston was the only city in the United States
to have a Women's Advocate. On that date, the city coun-
cil decided that the women of Houston were so well repre-
sented by the all-male council, the need for a Women's
Advocate was not valid. Mayor Hofheinz, aware of Dr. Van
Hightower's accomplishments in this position, refused to
desert the women of this city, and upon abolition of her
job as Women's Advocate--hired Dr. Van Hightower as an
aide on his staff to fulfill the same duties.

Photography by Gittings

Although the Women's Advocate has no power to actually change or implement any-
thing, the value of this position is as a channel for women's concerns. Because
Nikki is widely recognized as a frontrunner in upgrading the status of women in the
community, she has made over 100 personal appearances at speaking engagements ranging
from the River Oaks Women's Breakfast Club to Keynote speaker at the Iowa IWY Meeting
in Des Moines, Iowa. In addition to speaking engagements, Nikki has also made numerous
media appearances and interviews.

Community service and involvement is one area in which the Women's Advocate can
establish broad contact with the community. She attends many meetings with leaders
and individuals of the community to discuss her work and exchange ideas on upgrading
the status of women in the community. The office of Women's Advocate averages 15
phone calls per day from women and men seeking information, counseling and referrals.
The "Women's Advocate Hour" on KTRH, a weekly radio talk and call-in show, provides
an excellent forum for public education.

Serving as an ex-offico member of the Affirmative Action Commission, she is
readily available to review the progress of the City in meeting the goals of its
Affirmative Action Plan. Some areas within the City Government structure that
Nikki has dealt with are: complaints, meetings with employees, recruitment, and
training.

In order to have regular contact with as many groups as possible, Nikki has
membership in a variety of organizations. This enables her to get support on some
of the projects that she is involved with. She has personally organized many of
the projects and serves as the representative from the Women's Advocate office on
the others. Some of the current projects that she is actively involved with are:

1. Women's Information and Referral Service (WIRES)
2. Battered Women Program
3. Child Care Assistance for City Employees

continued on page 12
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continued from page 10

machines that break down, we all support
each other so well that those days pass
qui ckly. II

A feminist by nature, Marion has
been eager to do printing for women in
business and those who choose to run
for public office. She donated much
of her time and a lot of her money to
become the IIpress powerll behind Nikki
Van Hightower during the recent cam-
paign to remove her from office.

As a woman who owns her own
business, Marion is acutely aware of
the need for women to support each
other in order to survive in a male-
dominated business world. IIIf women
would give each other the support
they give businesses owned by men, we
could establish a strong women's
network. We will never be indepen-
dent until we do this. We will never
be strong as a group or united as a
party until we begin to support each
other financially as well as verba l l y ."

Once again Marion E. Coleman,
THANK YOU from your friends at
Pointblank Times.

-Sherry

hous'ov-
kol'man

n. 1. A woman-owned business
specializing in quality graphics
and printing. 2. A large red brick
house in the heart of Montrose.
- ad). Having many and varied
features. - v. Producing design,
illustration, camera work, print-
ing and bindery. - adv. 1. To
increase the cl ient's business
manifold. 2. Tosatisfy the client.

House of Coleman ·901 WestAlabama·
Houston 77006· (713) 523,.2521
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continued from page 11

4. Women's Rights Coordinating Council
5. International Women's Year
6. Improvement of Conditions for Women

in City Jails
7. Single Parent Family Seminars
8. Formation of a Women's Center

With all of these accomplishments
behind her and the obvious need for a
Women's Advocate, why was her position
abolished by City Council? Was it be-
cause she was not doing her job, or
because she was doing her job too well?

The women of the city of Houston
have many reasons to be grateful to
Nikki Van Hightower. Her courage and
dedication is unquestionable to those
of us who know her and realize the
personal sacrifice she has endured to
promote and upgrade the status of
all women in the city of Houston.

The staff of PBT wishes to
acknowledge Nikki Van Hightower as
a woman deserving not only of our
gratitude, but of our deepest
respect and admiration. THANK YOU
Nikki for a job well done!

-Claire Noonan

Introducing Hadden Luce:

Afta reftom $3

Acclaimed by pre-
publication critics as "the
Lesbian literary find of the
century," Hadden Luce
writes with an economy of
language and lyric that
guarantees her a place
alongside the best writers of
Lesbian fiction.

After The Prom explores
the alternately tender, funny
and absurd situations that
often arise in love
relationships. From Shelley
Buchard whose insides
"slosh like the brew she
rams into the telephone
booth" to impish Dandelion
who loses her heart and her

~rrY

bank account in "Diamonds
For Dandy's Lady," Luce's
collection is peopled with
memorable characters. Lest
we not forget Moontit who
takes on her lover's father
long distance from Los
Angeles to Knoxville,
Tennessee... or is it her own
father she tells she "used to
go by Blossom Butt"?

Hadden Luce is an un-
forgettable trip. Notorious
for mysterious disap-
pearances from her
Savannah home to exotic
isles, she was last seen
headedfor New York City to
pick a fight with Erica Jong.

P.O. Box 15064
ATLANTA 30333
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SAFARI
GROWTH STUDIO

BODY AWARENESS AND SEXUAL ENRICHMENT

products~ information and workshops
SAFARI WILL BE AT IWY COME BY OUR TABLE!

P.o. Box 4028
Austin, Texas 78765

512/459-7879
$1.00 for catalogue

Patricia Anne 0 'Kane
Attorney & Counselor at Law

Control Data Building
2000 W. Loop South, Suite 1355

Houston, Texas 77027

713/626·7911

janls fowles totsie stewart manlyn marshall Jones suzanne paul· nancy landau laura crzct ean

• WOMAN: INNER REFLECTION

•·•··

o.x 1978Weekly Calendar ..
Ov'erfifty protographs
fran the pornctos
of Texasartists

I want to subscribe to Pointblank
Times. Enclosed is $ (at
least $5) for 1 year.

I want to subscribe for a friend.
Please send her a message as
foll ows: ------------------------
I am a subscriber already, but I've
moved. My new address is:

••

•
breakth'o...gh fcurcbton. ire.
oo box !'J:D72
muston. texas 77004
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• In support of IMJmerysmedia projects

george kcuse ga block beth porker- teresino b guerra margaret sass f carter smith

The staff would like to express their gratitude to all of our advertisers.
We encourage this support and urge all of our readers and subscribers to pat-
ronize and support these advertisers.

Pointblank Times cannot continue to
advertising helps to supplement what our

•

Imited edition
$6.95 ccerccr
$100 tax/mrdng

•··

•

• SNEAK
PREVIEW

•
• IWY wrap-up

National news
•

..
Return of the calendar

News on PBT'S upcoming
LESBIAN LIBRARY·•

·•· Interview with Iris Films

•.
•
•
•••

Book review

Whatever you send

the next issue

exist without monetary support and
subscribers pay.

Please encourage all of your
friends to become subscribers and re-
member that PBT is a good gift to give
a friend.

Pointblank Times
P.O. Box 14643
Houston, Texas 77021
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National Gay Task Force 80 Fifth Avenue • New York, New York 10011• (212) 741-1010

On behalf of the 120 women delegates from around the country who are lesbians
(60 of whom are openly gay) , I'd like, in my capacity as a National Commissioner of
International Women's Year and as Co-Executive Director of the National Gay Task Force,
to extend warmest regards and many thanks to the Houston sisters who are making us feel
so welcome and who are helping to make a strong lesbian presence felt during this
National Women's Conference.

Because of the recent heavily organized right-wing backlash against our efforts,
it is especially important, as you know only too well, that our visibility and our
issues be an integral part of this four-day gathering. Our main purpose in being here
is, of course, to work for the passage of the sexual preference plank, i.e., the lesbian
issue. But we are also here to work as feminists on all of the women's issues.

And, we are here to talk with non-lesbian delegates and observers in an effort to
elicit their general support; in this way, we hope to continue to make positive educa-
tional inroads into public opinion beyond what we can accomplish at this conference: to
eliminate myths and stereotypes; to point out exactly what sort of discrimination lesbians
face in a homophobic society; to discuss ways to obtain protective legislation; and to
discuss ways to get rid of discriminatory laws already on the books.

During the next few days, many of us will undoubtedly be asked what has become
a classic question: Why is lesbianism a women's issue? It is clear that abridgement
of the basic rights of any woman diminishes the freedom of all women. Lesbians are
well aware of this and have worked tirelessly, demanding free abortion when they cannot
even have legal sex, equal pay for equal work when they cannot even keep their jobs,
child care centers when they cannot even keep their children, and so on. It has been
a painful fact that almost any woman who did not choose to playa traditional or sec-
ondary role, might find herself labeled "too aggressive," "independent," and finally,
"a lesbian," and limited in her efforts for fear of the effects of that label. There
is no doubt that lesbianism is a women's issue, because on the deepest level it affects
all women, no matter what their sexual preference/orientation.

Not only is lesbianism a feminist issue, it is a civil rights issue. With this
in mind, I would like to urge you to get to know and to join the National Gay Task
Force, the nation's largest gay civil rights organization. I can't emphasize enough
that NGTF is not male dominated. All decisions are co-equal; all offices are shared
equally. Our Women's Caucus is strongly involved in raising lesbian issues within the
women's movement and feminist issues within the gay movement. Because NGTF is national
in scope, we have ready access to the media to hold forth on not only civil rights
issues but on feminist issues.

At the conference, we have a hospitality room, caucus room, and a display booth.
A number of delegates and observers are attending this conference through fund raising
efforts organized from Seattle, Washington to Washington, D.C. We've all been talking

continued on page 15
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for ages now about
If any of you have
get to this point.
re-double them.

building a lesbian network, one that really is organized and works.
thoughts on this matter, let's talk. We1ve all worked very hard to

Now, with recent events, we must not only continue our efforts, but

continued from page 14

The wording of the sexual preference plank, as it will read. out at the confer-
ence, is as follows:

1. Congress, state, and local legislatures should enact legislation
to eliminate discrimination on the basis of sexual and affectional
preference in areas including, but not limited to, employment,
housing, public accomodation, credit, public facilities, government
funding, and the military.

2. State legislatures should reform their penal codes or repeal state
laws that restrict sexual behavior between consenting adults in
private.

3. State legislatures should enact legislation that would prohibit
consideration of sexual or affectional orientation as a factor in
any judicial determination of child custody or visiting rights.
Rather, child custody cases should be evaluated solely on the
merits of which party is the better parent, without regard to
that person's sexual and affectional orientation.

At the time of this writing, it appears that passage of the plank is probable.
However, it also appears, that there may be major efforts to try and block it.
This will, of course, attract the media. It seems to me that if we keep cool and
rational, but certainly not meek and quiet, in the face of what promise to be
outrageous efforts by the right-wing, they will be readily exposed for the bigots
they are and we, in the end, will triumph.

Again, many, many, thanks to the Houston sisters for their tremendously warm
welcome.

A It's Time

Si ncerely,

Jean O'Leary
Co-Executive Director
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NGTF LESBIAN RESOURCEBOOK

The first major publishing
venture of the National Gay Task
Force will become a reality in 1978
when OUR RIGHT TO LOVE: A Lesbian
Resource Book will become available.

This volume brings together
the most authoritative lesbian writers
and activists in the country dealing
openly with the special problems of
lesbian women. Some of the topics
that will be discussed are: legal
problems, therapy, coming out, lesbian
research, health issues, lesbian
mothers, sexuality, lesbian feminism
and lesbian culture. The book will
also contain a comprehensive national
resource list of organizations, ser-
vices, publications, bookstores, etc.

The book was produced in cooper-
ation with Women of the National Gay
Task Force and edited by Ginny Vida,
NGTF media director.

NGTF will benefit from the
sale of this book and urges everyone
to ask their local bookstore to
order this book if it has not already
done so.

Amazon Reality

distributing women's culture

High School Sexuality $2.00
a teaching guide

What LesbiansDo 4.50
poetry and drawings

Eyes 2.95
short stories by Jamie Green

Justa Few EasyQuestions .75
grand jury comix

Plus posters, poetry & more

Available at your local women's
bookstore or send 25c for brochure

PO Box 95 Eugene OR 97401
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Join the People of N:rn=
Photo: Carl Paler

Jean Crosby restnansemmrst movements since 1965 Co-founder and staff
co-ordinator 01 San FranCISCO 'Nomen s Centers Co-founder,
Bay Area feminist Federal Grechl UnIOn. She IS wntlng and
producing With 7 other women an anthology of writings on
women & violence. Interested In developing ccahnons lor SOCial
change between all oppressed groups

HOME: San Franc.see

PROFESSION: Community Orqamzer

OTHER INTERESTS: Photography, hiking & camping. studYing
accounting. plants. developing theories and ccentoos for social

change

aUOTE "Our rights are not gOing to be handed to us We have
to woOl: and fight for them"

MEMBER: The Nancnel Gay Task Force

MOST RECENT ACHIEVEMENT: Co-ordmateo a major
conference on vorence against women. Elected a delegate to REASON. "Unless we all JOin together In as many ways as we
U.S. tntematonat Women·s Year Conference. can, we ain't gonna change nottun' Gay fights Issues have been

brought to public awareness. So have anti-gay sentiments. Our

PROFILE: Active in cvu fights. anti-war, feminist, worx IS Just beginning··

National Gay Task Force, Rm. 506, 80 Fifth Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10011, Tel. (212) 741-1010 -Yes, I would like to JOin NGTF Enclosed IS my conmtoton for 0 Charge It on Master Charge

o $15 BasIC Member 0 $500 Sponsonng Member Card Ii ----

1.] $25 Contnbutmq Member 0 $1000 LJlehme Member Interbank II ----

C $SO Sustaining Member 0 $25 Household Member (tor two) EXpiratIOn Date ---

o $100 Supporting Member [J 55 Limited Income Member Signature -----

I understand that I Will receive the NGTF oewsrener, FlS TIME. with my membership PT J C

C' Please keep my name and mailing confidential

Name----------- Address ---------

C,ty ---------
State ZIP ---
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IHI WHO
A 6I1APHI{ BOOK Of POIMI

11101' (j1l&H~ Sf)
the new beginnings of a women's ritual

THE WORK OF A
COMMON WOMAN

The Collected Poetry of Judy Grahn
foreword by Adrienne Rich $8.75
includes many new poems familiar
to her BayArea audience

WOMANSLAUGHTER
and Other Poems

PATPARKER $3.00
Womanslaughter," men's courts", and rage

MOVEMENT IN BLACK
The Collected Work of Pat Parker
foreword by Audre Lorde $8.75

WOMEN AT THE
TOP OF THE HILL

Kathy Kozachenko $3.00
a previously unpublished poet

Novels
!
i

Seedof aG\~f()111al1
R.S.(~eUer S5.00
the rise orwomen's consciousness
within thepeace movement in lq6Q

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Ferni11ist Theory

LESBIAN SEPARA TISM
An Amazon Analysis $2.25

A. Danann, D. Gold, G. Rain, and M. Scott
begins where early lesbian political tracts ended.

!
!
!
!
i

and by

Rita Mae Brown
author of Rubyfruit Jungle

THE HAND THAT
CRADLES THE ROCK
" ... powerful and angry ... " Pacific Sun Literary
Quarterly $3.00

SONGS TO A
HANDSOME WOMAN
listed in "Best of the Small Press," Library Journal

$3.00

A Plain Brown Rapper
" ... a concentrated look at the radical feminist. .. "
American Library Association's Booklist $5.00

•!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
i
!
!
!
i
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! NE~~~KS I
! !

! DIANA PRESS ;i ~OW LOCATED IN O,\KI,.\ND, CALU'ORNIA i
LE I L A: Book of Night
Lynn Stponqin $5.00
a fir·.,f. 011;,. ti(lll of sllO"t stories blj

till' wl,lI-known popt

; TRUE TO LIFEi ADVENTURE STORIES
; -JUIlY CRAHN. EIlITOR
! 3 VOLUMES $5.00EACH
! TRUE STORIESFROM THE
; LIVES OFWOMEN

iAT LEADING RC)OKSTORES OR ORDER THROUGH
i DIAN}\ PRESS PUBLICATIONS
; 44(.0MARKET ST.
I OAKL;-\ND4IjC..i\ !

; 94~m ;
i !
• (add I S~h for p()sla~c alld handling) !
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WHY I WON'T SHUT Up:
on one lesbian's visibility

One morning in 1965, the head resident of my freshman dorm knocked on my door.
"Pack your things, please," she said. "You are moving to Brogdon Hall." l~hen I asked
her why I was being moved, she blushed, stammered, looked at the floor and then an-
swered. liThe dormitory counci 1 has met. We feel that you and Jan Hester have become too
close and that this is unhealthy and is bad for the dormitory and for the other girls.
We feel that you waul d be happi er if you 1i ved in another dormitory. II

At that time, I was not really aware that I was a lesbian. I was truly aware
that I was in love with Jan Hester and that I truly enjoyed being with, and sleeping
with, her. I moved to Brogdon Hall with no argument. Evidently I had done something
wrong and, most certainly, the dormitory council had only my best interests at heart.

In 6 months at Brogdon Hall, I acquired and lost 4 roommates. By mid-spring
semester, it was common for me to open my door in the morni ng to fi nd the word "queer"
written in chalk on the door~ the floor, or on the facing wall. I lived the last
three months in the dormitory alone, the only resident in 200 to live without a room-
mate. My relationship with Jan had been so undermined by our peers that Jan had finally
said "I canlt take this anymore. I am going to marry Jim Lloyd. I donlt ever want to
see you again. You remind me of all that is past and that was so painful. I want to
forget you. II In my sophomore year of college, I transferred to another school in an-
other city. I had learned that I was a homosexual and, as such, that I was anathema to
my peers and to society.

Because I was told that I was sick, hateful, and disgusting, I spent the next five
years feeling sick, hateful, and disgusting. In 1969, I read about the Stonewall Riots
in New York City, about gay people who fought back against a police raid on a bar, and
who, in doing so, gave birth to the gay liberation movement in America. The report
excited and confused me. How could those people stand up and say "I exist and I am
worthwhile! I spent the next year thinking about those gay New Yorkers, wondering who
they were, what they looked like, what they thought about and felt about themselves.
In 1971, I was working as a counselor. A client of mine blackmailed me out of my job.
It became painfully apparent to me then that I must either live my life hating myself
as all homosexuals are taught to do, or that I must turn and stand to face my enemy--
the heterosexist culture and the hatemongers who oppressed me.

In 1971, I went to a gay bar for the first time. I had been a lesbian for 6 years
but, in all that time, I had only met 8 other gay people. I rode my bicycle to the
local gay bar, where I stood leaning against a wall for several hours each weekend,
staring. thinking, trying to assimilate the fact that so many gay people existed and
that not only did they exist but they were laughing, dancing, having a good time to-
gether. For a long time, I never spoke to anyone. I didnlt know what to say. One
night as I was leaving the bar, two men stopped me and handed me a button. The button
said "Gay Is Good." I asked them who they were. They said that they were friends of
Franklin Kameny, a gay activist from Washington, D.C.

I searched libraries for information on Kameny. Finally I found a book in a used
bookstore: The Gay Crusaders. I bought the book for 15¢. In it was a chapter on
Franklin Kemeny. The first paragraph quoted him:

continued on page 19
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continued from page 18

IIIf society and I differ on something. 11m willing to give the matter a second
look. If we still differ, then I am right and society is wrong; and society can
go its way so long as it doesnlt get in my way. But if it does, therels going
to be a fight. II

Kameny, one of the founders of the Mattachine Society, helped to spread the notion that
homosexuals should speak out and educate the masses on homosexuality. In the early 60ls
he had written:

IIWe are the experts and the authorities. And we had better start educating the
public to the fact that when they want reliable information on homosexuals and
homosexuality, they come not to the psychiatrists, not to the ministers and all
the rest with their utter lack of information and their distorted viewpoints--
they come to us. II

By 1972, I had decided that one of my life goals would be to help change the neg-
ative attitudes and hatred which society held toward gay people and which many gay
people internalized. I helped to organize a gay community center in Houston in 1972
and have since spoken to various groups, served in various organizations, and raised
various forms of hell in order to make the point clear: gay people everywhere in America
are denied their civil rights. We are denied our rights for one reason, and one rea-
son alone: Not because we are unhealthy, not because of biblical taboos, not because we
might "recrui t" children. We are denied our civil rights because we are a living, breath-
ing challenge to the sex role stereotypes which our society is founded upon. All other
arguments are a ruse. We scare people. We are a living alternative to the American
patriarchal system. We are living proof that there are indeed other ways to live and
grow and be healthy. We cannot be tolerated. If we are given the civil rights which we
deserve as citizens of this country, then our society will have admitted that, indeed,
there are alternatives. And this is what the oppression of gay people is all about.

I will not be silent. Silence is consent. I will not be told that I am sick. I
will no longer listen quietly to the uninformed lies which abound about me and my gay
sisters and brothers. I will stand up along with my sisters and be visible. Why?
Because I believe that I must force all those people who are calling me "human qarbace",
and who call for my execution, to look at me, to listen to me, and to see that I am a
human being who has a heart, a body, and a mind which is not intimidated by their anti-
gay--and anti-Christ--hatred. I will tell them who I am and if they shout me down, I
know that there are others who will stand up and continue telling them who we all are,
until we have at last secured the rights which are guaranteed to all citizens.

In 1977, I stood on a street corner in a human rights march against Anita Bryant.
That night I considered my position and the possible danger involved. I clearly under-
stood the oppression I have faced for the past twelve years and the ways in which I have
internalized that oppression. The fight to gain my civil rights is the one cause in my
life which I now understand to be worth dying for. There is no way, short of death, that
I can be made to betray myself or my sisters. I will not shut up. There are hundreds of
thousands of gay women and men in America who will not shut up, and who will not hide.
There is no turning back. We have begun a battle which we shall surely win, whether
in my lifetime, or yours, or in 200 years. We will win. And nothing the forces of
tradition and fear and hatred can do can stop that change from coming.

~Linda J. Lovell
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presents

a better brand
than Anita's

Olivia Records, a national women's
recording company, has recently produced
an album called Lesbian Concentrate.

This album, which is a collective
response to the Anita Bryant anti-gay
crusade, combines music and poetry in
a refreshingly positive approach on a
subject (lesbianism) which generally
receives bad (if any) press.

From the graphically well-designed
cover to the last song, this album is a
tribute not only to the multi-talented
women involved in the production, but to
all lesbians as we are able to share
experiences with these women as they
proclaim the joys of being a lesbian.

LESBIAN CONCENTRATE
A LesbianthoIogy of songs and poems

featuring
Gwen Avery· BeBe K'Roche

Berkeley Women's Music Collective . Meg Christian
Sue Fink .Judy Grahn- Pat Parker . Linda (Tui) Tillery

Teresa Trull . Mary Watkins· Cris Wtlliamson

Part of the proceeds from this album will go to
Lesbian Mothers National Defense Fund.

Olivia Records is a national women's recording company.
Mail order price $6.60 (includes mailing costs).

Olivia Recorda- PO Box 70237, Los Angeles, CA 90070.
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"Cause we're woman-loving women
We'll sing it loud and long
Yes we're sisters united
In a love that's oh so strong
Some say our craze is an Amazon phase
But soon they'Zl see
That we're woman-loving women
And that's all we'lZ be

1977-Teresa Trull

High on the list of favorites is
Gwen Avery's jazz/blues combination on
IISugar Mama. II

Another favorite is Mary Watkins as
she sings her own composition IINo Hidin'
Placell, and sends her personal response to
the anti-gay Sunday Christians in IIDon't
Pray For Mell' which is performed by Linda
Ti llery.

You can experience the wit of Pat
Parker as she laments the position of
overt heterosexuals in IIFor Straight
Folks Who Don't Mind Gays But Wish They
Weren't So B'l a tan t".

Other equally enjoyable and talented
performers on the album are: Judy Grahn,
Cris Williamson, Meg Christian, Holly
Near, BeBe K'Roche, Berkeley Women's
Music Collective, and Sue Fink.

Buying this album will not only give
you hours of pleasure, it will help
lesbian mothers gain their rights to their
children, as part of the proceeds of this
album go to the Lesbian Mothers' National
Defense Fund.

Do your Christmas shopping early and
get this album for a friend or lover, but
don't forget to be your own best friend.

Well I can sing it loud now
I can sing it loud now
I can sing it loud now
GAY and PROUD

1975-Debbie Lempke

-Claire Noonan
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Chrysalis will publish the
bold, fearless and radical
utterances of the current
women's revolution' including
these features in each issue:

a Resource Catalog,
that will bring together the
practical ,resourcesgenerated
by feminism - publications to
sendfor, activist groups and
individuals - on such subjects
asmoney and finance,
women's history, feminist
publishing, women's
communities.

a Chrysalis Interview,
in-depth interviews with
women whosework hasmade
an impact on our culture.

Welcome to a new magazine of women's culture

the Woman's Building,

1727 No. Spring Street, Los Angeles, Ca 90012a Feminist Look at
Current Affairs
Webelieveall issues- not
just traditional "women's
issues"-need to be analyzed
from a feminist perspective.

Plus
theseadditional sourcesof
energyand inspiration from
women's culture past and
present:

Visual art
Poetry

Fiction
Historical analysis

Investigative reporting

Theoretical essays

Writings from the First Wave

$10
$18
$25
$3
$15

one year
two years
three years
single issue
yearly for institutions
and overseas

Subscribe now
And sharethe excitement of
women's culture with a friend.

Mail your subscription orders
today. You've waited a long time.
Chrysalis, c/o the Woman'sBuilding

1727 North Spring Street,
Los Angeles,California 90012

Dept. X5

Address _

Name _
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NOBLE HONORS MAYOR OF SAN ANTONIO

For the second time, Mayor Lila Cockrill of San Antonio has refused to present
Massachusetts Representative Elaine Noble with a San Antonio Alcalde award, a city
award presented to visiting dignitaries. While Ellie Smeal, national president of
N.O.W. was presented with an Alcalde at the Texas State N.O.W. Convention, Noble had to
settle for a proclamation signed by City Commissioners and presented in absentia. Noble,
keynote speaker to the N.O.W. Convention, survived the insult and had this to say in
opening her keynote speech:

"Itls always nice to come back to San Antonio. This is my second visit here, and
this is the second time I didnlt get an award. I sort of thought that since the Mayor
did not want to give me an award, that I should give her an award. So, as you see, I
brought along some of my official stationery. I have created an award for the Mayor
and I would like to present it to her, in absentia. Itls dated October 1, 1977.

To Lila Cockrill, Mayor of San Antonio. You are hereby declared--and I hope the
press people get this--an honorary lesbian. You are declared an honorary lesbian within
the City of Lesbos. Such an honor entitles you to the keys to unlock the chastity belt
frame of mind of anyone while in the City of Lesbos. As an honorary lesbian, you must
proclaim the attributes of our fair City of Lesbos and the lesbian sisterhood and
promote our lesbian city as one in which to live, love, shop, vacation, and obtain a
facial.

Presented under my hand in the year 1977 of the Goddess, Signed, Representative
Elaine Noble."

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -~.- •••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,

CHRISTMAS RIDE
C-5 Notecard 50 cents

TREE WOMEN
C-3 Notecard 50 cents

3624 EvanstonAve. N.
Seattle,Washington98103

"THE KISS" by Noreen Scully. A 20" x 24"
poster suitable for framing. $5.00

Theseare the works of Noreen Scully. Many more of her
marvelous drawings will be available in the near future.
Weurge women to contact us about reproducing their

graphics. Our primary objectives are to provide Womens
Art for Women and to generate income for artists.

"AMAZON HUNTERS" by
Noreen Scully. A 23" x 30"
fu ll-coior poster suitable for
framing. $5.00

DYKE REPOSE
C-2 Notecard 50 cents

WINTER SOLSTICE
C-1 Card with verse 50 cents

DAUGHTER OF MYTH
Mini-Poster 1.50

C-4 Notecard 50 cents............................... _ .
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houston lesbians unite!

In a moment of tragicomic frustration after the Dade County referendum, a group of
Houston lesbian feminist anarchist gadflies loosely banded themselves together as the
Lesberadas---lesbian desperados. Our first target: the Texas IWY Convention. Several
months later an expanded group of women with the goal of a more cohesive lesbian commun-
ity decided to keep the name Lesberadas for its touch of levity, as well as its more
serious implications.

A desperado is an outlaw. An outlaw is one who is put outside the law~ exiled~ and who is
deprived of the law's benefits and protection~ a fugitive. A Lesberada is a lesbian outlaw.

All lesbians are outlaws.

Since the Dean Coryl case in 1973, in which 27 young men and boys were sexually
assaulted and murdered, Houston has seemed to be notoriously anti-gay. Estimates are that
there are 250,000 gay women and men in Houston. Houston has no city ordinance protecting
the rights of gays in matters of housing, employment, or public accomodations. There is
no women's center, no women's bar that is feminist, and no totally women+s oriented book-
store.

-
Lesberadas is not aware of any overt harassment of lesbians by police in Houston.

While harassment of and violence against gay men has increased markedly since the Human
Rights Rally in June, no harassment of lesbians, other than the everyday harassment that
is every woman's burden, has been evident. One reason for this lack of trouble is that
lesbians are not as visible, nor do we make ourselves as vulnerable, as gay men. A leading
male activist estimates that arrests of gay men in Houston (for loitering, disturbing the
peace, soliciting, etc.) have averaged 200 per month for the past few months. We know of
no lesbians who have been arrested--for being lesbians--in this time.

While we cannot predict how Houston police or local citizens will react when large
numbers of lesbians make themselves visible at the IWY Conference, Texas lesbians have
been visible at other conventions and women's meetings in Houston and have marched as les-
bians in ERA rallies, parades, etc. with no problems. We are tempted to assume that much
depends upon how we choose to conduct ourselves at the IWY Conference, that if we II ask for
trouble" we may get it. By "asking for trouble" we mean: violating state or local laws,
i.e. literally making love in a public place, fighting, committing acts of violence
against people or property, jaywalking, etc.

We see, though we cannot guarantee, no danger in being who we are, being open and
proud lesbians and speaking out for our points of view, as long as we are breaking no law.
State law prohibits oral sex between members of the same sex. There is no law against kis-
sing, touching, holding hands, etc. we would hope that common sense and adult discretion
(whatever that is) would prevail in these matters.

It seems possible that we may be accused at the IWY of acts which we have not actu-
ally committed, i.e. soliciting straight women for sex. Robert Shelton, national Imperial
Lizard of the Ku Klux Klan, has announced that KKK men will be sent to Houston to "protect
our women from militant lesbians." Recently in Houston, the local KKK ran a telephone tape
message which called for the execution of all homosexuals. While we know who we are and
what we are about, other people don't. To us, the idea of soliciting sex from straight
anti-feminist women is hilarious and simply out of the question. But for the uneducated
masses, who view lesbians as men without penises, the possibilities which their fear and
ignorance can conjure up are endless.

continued on page 24
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We feel that we should plan on ways to deal with these sorts of people and with
possible accusations when, or if, they arise. We feel certain, from past experience,
that some people who are anti-gay will be "bai t inq" us, trying to get on our nerves,
arousing our tempers, by verbally attacking us. We feel that it is essential that all
IWY lesbians decide on ways to deal with this sort of baiting. We suggest that all
lesbians who attend the Conference caucus on an evening before the Conference begins,
perhaps on Thursday, Novemoe r 17th, so that we can deal wi th ques ti ons, exchange
ideas, plan strategy and come up with some overall sense of unity and purpose.
Lesberadas will find a space to have a caucus and will keep you informed on plans.

We suggest that, while Houston is not yet the ideal place for large numbers to
gather in lesbian celebration, it is a.lso not Dodge City! We simply cannot say how
we will be received. We expect that lesbians will want to openly participate as
such in all rallies, marches, etc. We plan to. Lesbians are coming to Houston to
be heard and to make our needs known. We have every right to do so and none of us
is planning on spending the weekend in the closet. As always, when a gay person
steps from a closet, or refuses to be shoved back into one, certain risks are in-
volved. We feel that it is important that we be willing to take those risks in
order to advance our cause.

For those of you who fear that Houston, and Texas, suffer from a "Dodge Ci ty''
mentality, here are a few positive facts:

1. Texas, in 1972, became the 8th state to ratify the ERA.
2. 52 of the 58 Texas delegates to the IWY Conference are pro women's rights.
3. In Texas, the penalty for "homosexual acts" was reduced from a felony

offense to a misdemeanor in 1973.
4. Voters in Houston elected, and reelected, Barbara Jordan, the first

black woman to serve in the U.S. Congress.
5. The Mayor of Houston, Fred Hofheinz, is a pro feminist.
6. 8,000 women and men marched in protest of Anita Bryant's appearance in

Houston in June, 1977. There was not one incident of violence and there
were no arrests.

Lesberadas will have access to feminist lawyers and medical people. We will
provide housing for as many lesbians as we can find housing for. We will be avail-
able at the Conference to provide any and all information about Houston that we can.
The Houston Human Rights Rally in June was a tremendous success and a protest march
of 8,000 people occurred without one single incident of violence. The same success
can be ours at the IWY Conference if we can get ourselves organized and can act in
unity and solidarity. We look forward to making our voices heard together!

In solidarity,
Lesberadas
P.O. Box 14643
Houston, Texas 77021

Houston women who would like to be a part
of Lesberadas should call 524-0342 after
5 pm for more information.

WILDE 'N' STEIN
a bookshopfor Gay People

and their friends

819 RICHMOND

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006

(713) 529-7014

CHARLES GILLIS. MGR.
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The First Unitarian Church Women's
Group meets every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
in Room 11, 5210 Fannin. All women are
invited to participate in the programs.
The following is a schedule of speakers:

November 6 - Open Rap

WOMEN'S GROUP

November 20 - International Women's
Conference Reception/
Possible Speaker

November 27 - Dr. Joyce Davis/pathologist

December 4 - Blanka Balderas/juvenile
probation officerNovember 13 - Martina Staples/attorney

GAY NURSE'S ALLIANCE

The Gay Nurse's Alliance will hold
its first annual National Convention/
Educational Symposium on Saturday, Nov-
ember 12, 1977, in Boston, Massachusetts.

The keynote speaker is Representa-
tive Elaine Noble who will speak on
legislative issues related to gay
people and health care.

The GNA is an organization
that provides a forum for gay nurses
and seeks to serve as an advocate for
gay patients within the health care
system.

For more information write:
GNA
P.O. Box 530
Back Bay Annex
Boston, Massachusetts 02117

HOUSTON AREA FEMINIST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

The Credit Union is having an "Open
House" November 10th from 3:00 p.m. -
8:00 p.m.

There are many services which the
Credit Union provides. If you have any
questions call 527-9108, or go by the
office at 2418 Travis.
Offi ce hours:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

11-3
3-8

11-6

BASKETBALL SEASON

IS HERE!

Basketball season is now in full
swing. For those interested fans, the
Family Connection is part of the YMCA
league which plays every Tuesday night
at the Northwest YMCA, 1234 W. 34th St.
Come out and support the Family, PBT
does!

November

November

November

November

November

December

December

1 6:30 vs San Jacinto

8 6:30 vs Exxon

15 9:00 vs Claude/Carol

22 6:30 vs Goaltenders

29 7:45 vs Rookies

6 6:30 vs San Jacinto

10-11 Tournament

November 1977

LESBIAN MOTHER STORY-ABC MOVIE

The story of Mary Jo Risher and her
fight as a lesbian mother to regain cus-
tody of her son will be the subject of
an ABC-TV movie in January. The film
will be based on the book about the case,
By Her Jwn Admission.

THE NAIAD PRESS~INC
LOVE IMAGE

by Vulerie Taylor 180 pp. paper 4.50

New Lesbian novel from the best-selling author of Whisper
Their Love, Stranger On Lesbos & The Girls In 3-B.~

THE MUSE OF THE VIOLETS
by ReneeVivien 84 pp. paper 4.00

The lyric Lesbian poetry of Renee Vivien available in
English for the first time. ~

LESB[ANA

by Barbara Grier (Gelle Damon] 310 pp. paper 5.00

Her famous columns from the Ladder. ~

A WOMAN APPEARED TO ME

by Rellee Viviell 135 pp. paper 4.00

Autobiographical novel about her affair with Natalie
Cliiford Barnev. ~

SPEAK OUT, MY HEART

by Robin [ordan 148 pp. paper 4.00

Novel about coming out to your family. ~

CYTHEREA'S BR.EATH

by Sarah Aldrid8e 240 pp. paper 5.00

Lesbian novel set in the early sufierage movement. ~

TOTT[E

by Sarah A Idrid8e

A Lesbian Romance ~

llll pp. paper 450

THE LATECOMER

I,), Surah A Idrid8~

Sarah Aldridge's first Lesbian novel.

!O7 pp. paper

~
3.00

THE LESB[AN IN LITERATURE, A Bibliography

by Celie Damon (Barbara Crier) Jail Watsoll, Robill [ordan

znd Edition 96 pp. paper 7.00 Individuals 10.00 Institutions

2')00 entries, coded and annotated lor easy use. ~

Send total amount of your order plus 10 per cent postage &

handling to: THE NAIAD PRESS, INC. 20 Rue Jacob Acres
r-;;JL r-;;JL BATES CITY, MISSOURI 6401 1 ~ ~
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IWY HIGHLIGHTS
The following is a list of activ-

ities that will be of interest to les-
bi ans attendi ng the IWY Conference. It
is incomplete at this printing. For
further information contact Lesberadas
at AC 713/ 524-0342 or 524-3642.

Thursday: WORKSHOPS(First Unitarian
Church) 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Evening (time TBA)
Lesbian Caucus meeting-
(Delegates)
Lesbian Caucus meeting-
(non-Delegates)

Sunday:

WOMENWANTED! At last! An outlet for your creative energies. New input is always wel-
come: for writing~ layout~ design3 collating3 and general publication procedures. If
you are interested in joining the Pointblank Times staff3 give us a call! Claire at
523-2521 (wk) and 524-0342 (hm)3 Sherry at 523-2521 (wk) and 527-8712 (hm).

Thursday:

Friday: Exhibits open at Albert
Thomas Convention Center
Rally at City Hall- 4:00 p.m.
ERA America (fund raiser)
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Hyatt
Regency Ballroom
N.O.W. Caucus-Hyatt Regency
Ballroom, 8:00

Saturday: 12 :00- Fi lm-Nobody's Victim-
Ways to avoid rape.

Saturday: 12:30-2:00 p.m.- Willie Tyson-
Seneca Fall s

Saturday: 7:30-10:30 p.m.-Holly Near,
Mary Watkins, Deadly Nightshade
Seneca Fa11s

Fri day:
Fri day:

Friday:

Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-Conference sessions,
workshops, lecture series, film
series, Seneca Falls activities
begin.
10:00 a.m.- Film-Amelia Earhart
9:30, 11:30, 4:30-Workshops:
Battered women, Boston Women's
Health Collective, Rape, Women
in Crisis

Sunday:

10:00 a.m.-First Unitarian
Church Women's Group recep-
tion/possible speaker.
5210 Fannin
2:30, 4:30 p.m.-Workshops
(same as Saturday)
OPEN HOUSE at The Bookstore-
1728 Bissonnet-Honoring
June Arnold and Bertha Harris
7:30-10:30 p.m.-Malvina
Reynolds, Meg Christian, Sweet
Honey, Margie Adam-Seneca Falls

Saturday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

Sunday:

Monday:
Monday:

Final Conference session
9:45 a.m.-Film-In the Best
Interests of the Children-
Iris Films

Bertha, Dearest,
My book is out under the
sign of the peacock. Let's
rendez-vous & I'll autograph
your copy with a kiss ...

Passion & Awe, Hadden

All sessions take place in the
Sam Houston Coliseum.

All workshops, lectures, films,
exhibits, booths, caucuses, and Seneca
Falls activities take place in the
Albert Thomas Convention Center.

unclassifieds etc.
WILD WOMENDON'T GET THE BLUES: lesbian-
feminist stories about working with wo-
men. $3.00 + 30¢ from Metis Press, 815
Wrightwood, Chicago 60614.

BLACK MARIA Vol. No.3: stories, articles,
poems, graphics by women for women. This
issue: Spanish gypsies, St. Joan, secre-
taries, woman light-house keeper, more.
$1.50 from 815 Wrightwood, Chicago 60614.
Year subscription $5.50; sample $1.25.
Include 25¢ postage.
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unclassifieds
Rates for PBT UNCLASSIFIEDS:

Non-Commercial--Free
Commercial--10¢ a word

WOMANRISING CENTER--A Feminist Space For
Awareness and Natural Healing. Call for
schedule of classes. 529-5308.
Classes include:

Women's Week-end Workshops--As women we
are concerned with the physical and men-
tal healing of each of us as whole unified
human beings. To help facilitate an
awareness and integration of the various
aspects of ourselves we will draw from
tec~niques in Gestalt Psychology, Medi-
tatlon, Breathing, Polarity, Massage,
Body Awareness and a political con-
sciousness of ourselves as women in a
male-dominated society. We will create
a supportive environment in which you
help ?irect the focus of the group,
ChO?Slng.perhaps to work on relationships,
afflrmatlons, physical or mental tensions
and the release of energy. Groups will
meet from Friday evenings to Sunday noon.
Fee: From $30-$45. Led by Beth Kendrick
and Alethea Dollison.

RATIONAL EMOTIVE THERAPY FOR FEMINISTS--
R.E.T. is a new, sensible-approach to
living that is of special interest to
womyn since its basic tenet is that ir-
rational beliefs are responsible for our
problems in living. Since women have
been socialized to be "emotional" it is
important to teach ourselves to think
more rationally. Principles of R.E.T.
will be taught by Nanette Bruckner, Ph. D.
psychologist, Associate Professor at the
University of Houston, Clear Lake City
and Feminist Therapist in private practice.
Fee: From $18-$36 for three/two hour
sessions.

Body Awareness For Women
Lesbian Relationships and Lifestyle
Weight Control Worksho-p-
Introduction to Feminist Music

ROOMMATEWANTED--To share 3 bedroom
house with two other lesbian/feminists.
Located in the Montrose area. $100 +
bills. Call Linda at 524-0342 or
Claire at 523-2521 and 524-0342.

WOMAN\~ANTED--Would like to meet pleas-
ant, sociable woman-over 35-who is lonely-
dreading the coming holidays-bored with
"bar scene", etc. OBJECT: friendship
and share activities. No kooks, please.
Send reply to: Box 225~4506 Montrose,
Houston, Texas 77006.

GARAGE SALE--Family Connection will
sponsor a mammoth garage sale on Nov-
€mber 5-6 at 901 W. Alabama. The pro-
ceeds will go to the Family Connection
Organization to help runaway teenagers
and to help the team purchase new
uniforms for the softball season. If
you have any items to donate call
Avis at 961-3668. Come by ready to
browse and buy. PBT will also be
sold there.

November 1977

ADVENTURES IN BODY AWARENESS--Developing
ourselves as unique individuals is a pro-
cess of exploring, experiencing, becoming
and sharing with others. SAFARI is an
invitation to take a safari in body a-
wareness and self discovery.
SAFARI is a growth studio that offers
products, books and workshops to cele-
brate sexual freedom and awareness for
women.

Some of the books that are available are:
Libepating Mastupoation ..... $4.00

(A meditation on self love by Betty
Dodson. )

Loving Women $4.25
(By the Nomadic Sisters, Illustrated by
Ann Miya--Loving Women is a guidebook of
sexual pleasures.)
All prices include tax and mailing
charges. Send check or money order to
SAFARI (formerly Eve's Garden). P.O. Box
4028, Austin, Texas 78765.
Send $1.00 for catalogue, complimentary
with all orders.

Massage
To explore the

spaciousness within.
To balance enerqu

For appointment call:
Beth Kendrick

529-5308
SAFARI WILL HAVE A TABLE AT THE IWY
CONFERENCE. PLEASE COME BY AND SEE WHAT
WE HAVE TO OFFER!

ASTROLOGE R

NATAL HOROSCOPES $20

(cassette included)

Compatability Readings available

B.K. Moore 495-4873



IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILDREN

lesbian right or heterosexual privilege?

IN THE BEST INTERESTS
OF THE CHILDREN

Passage July 19- Aug. 8

The Lesbian Mothers' National Defense Fund (LMNDF) was formed in Seattle three
years ago in response to and in support of a growing number of lesbians who were
fighting openly for custody of their children. Having observed the formation and demise
of several other Lesbian Mother groups, the 4 women who founded the organization de-
cided that the most advantageous approach was to concentrate their efforts in lending
legal, moral and financial assistance to Lesbian Mothers around the country.

The Lesbi an Mothers' Nati ona 1 Defense Fund .-ha·s approximately 500 members nati on-
ally and exists primarily on donations and subscr.iptions to its bimonthly newsletter,
Mom's Apple Pie. This newsletter helps to keep the legal and other professional commun-
ities aware of the status of Lesbian Mother custody cases and provides a means of com-
munication between the LMNDF and Lesbian Mothers. LMNDF is a nonprofit corporation and
has recently been granted a tax exempt status.

There are currently 6 women working on LMNDF issues. Some of these areas include:

1. Legal research

2. Acting as a liason between sympathetic attorneys and Lesbian Mothers
3. Gathering information about supportive expert witnesses

4. Helping Lesbian Mothers with fund raising

In addition totbe financial and legal assistance, LMNDF provides vital emotional
support for Lesbian Mothers. Such cases can drag on for years causing immeasurable
emotional strain to the mothers and their children.

The guiding standard in any custody determination is the best interests of the
children. This standard is necessarily vague and so no pat formula exists for deciding
which arrangement is indeed in the best interests of the child. Parental fitness is
normally the most significant factor in making a determination and the sexual conduct
of parents falls under this banner. Because lesbianism is generally regarded as im-
moral, a mother's fitness is almost automatically denied on the basis of her sexual
preference and is allowed to outweigh more important factors.

LMNDF also has resource materials available for the cost of copying, and free to
Lesbian Mothers. Any help is greatly appreciated. Membership is $5.00/year (waived
for low income women), and includes a subscription to the newsletter. For information
or help write: LMNDF, 2446 Lorentz Place North, Seattle, WA 98109 or call AC 206/
284-2290 and 282-5798.

The above information was

taken from an airt i c Le

A FILM ABOUT LESBIAN MOTHERS
AND CHILD CUSTODY

16 mm COLOR DOCUMENTARY, 52 MIN.
AVAILABLE NOW FOR SAlE OR RENTAL

IRIS FILMS
BOX 26463

LOS ANGELES, CA. 90026
PRICES FOR SALE,S550. RENTAL,S60.

"I know of no special problems that the Lesbian mother has except
that she is constantly oppressed by the attitudes of our society,
and has to deal with that with her children."

- BERNICE AUGENBRAUN, M.S'w., FROM THE FILM

appearing in Northwest


