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lETTERS
<dark side of 30)

Dear PET Staff:

What is this "dark side of 30" shit? 1 am 48 and 11m not on the dark side of
anything except the minds of people suffering from ageism. Are you too on the youth
and beauty kick? 1 hardly expected to find this kind of bullshit in a periodical such
as yours and suggest you discuss it, re-think it, and if you get your heads
cleared--retract it. Otherwise best wishes.

-Liza W.

Dear Liza:

The phrase "dark side of 30" was not meant to be synonymous with "over the hill".
It was perhaps an unfortunate choice of words, but the intent was to help convey the
image of the older woman who came out at a period of time that was socially and
culturally arid for the lesbian. Like fine wine, I think we improve with age. I'm
40 and am opening new doors in my life all the time. We never outgrow growing.

I wish I could say ageism doesn't exist. Regrettably, it does. Ageism is all in
our heads, put there by society's negative brainwash. We have to counteract this with
positive thoughts about ourselves and our place in time. The following portion of a
letter we received is an example of such affirmative thinking.

-Phyllis

Dear Women of Pointblank Times:

1 really think 1 want to write to Phyllis, because she and 1 are both on the "dark
side of 30". However, 11m damned glad to be my age ... l think it is a monument to
endurance. Like Phyllis, 1 went through growing up gay when it was not at all chic to
do that. 1 feel things getting better through the spirit and honesty and courage of the
younger women and perhaps the perseverance of us old folks.

-Mary

We are glad to see the subject of ageism come up. The PET staff has kicked around
the idea of exploring the topic in a future issue. Perhaps these letters will spark
some response from other readers who have thoughts and experiences to share. If so,
send them to PET. Use any form of expression you choose--a letter, poem, short story,
essay, drawing, cartoon, etc. Let's have some more feedback on ageism.

Dear Sisters at Pointblank Times:

Welcome back into the community. We need you, all of us out here (the ungrateful
and penniless lesbians who let you almost die once before). Living in and out of closets
we have created for ourselves, we need you to give us a hand to hold and a boost up the
ladder. We need you to add another link in the circle of our lives. Donlt let us forget
each otherls struggles and each otherls glories. We need you so we can need each other.
Donlt go away again.

-Lynn
P.S. Love the calendar, Kiki!



Feminist
Show

Pointblank Times' Feminist Art Show
happens Saturday and Sunday, March 12-13.
Sunshine Gallery of Art, 8006 Park Place
Blvd., will house the show, which will
run from 11 am to 7 pm Saturday and from
12 noon to 7 pm Sunday. The range of
visual expression goes beyond "classic"
mediums, and the range of prices should
please the financially humble.

In organizing the show, we've given
priority to principles that would make
it a feminist show. The artist herself
decides what comprises her art, how it
will be displayed, and what prices she
prefers for her work. Expenses for the
artist total $5.00, and no commission
will be charged. We hope that reduced
charges will allow the artist to keep
her prices substantially lower, which
could give those of us who have little
access to fine works a way to afford
them.

Refreshing refreshments and enter-
taining entertainment round out the
show. The show celebrates PET's second
birthday.

-Liz

Flash update on PBT's upcoming
women's dance: it's definite ...
almost. As we go to press we are
waiting to confirm time and place.
Tentative date is Saturday, April 2.

The band will be Be Be K'Roche,
a four-woman latin/blues/jazz group
touring from California. About their
first (Olivia Records) album, Off Our
Backs wrote: "'Kahlua Mama' is so
rhythmic and vocally complex~ it's
like having kahlua go to your head. "

Watch for details as soon as we
can confirm them, or call W.I.R.E.S.
(new women's hotline) at 527-0718.

We publish Pointblank Times as often as possible. Under optimum conditions
that would be monthly. We exist to be a communications vehicle for lesbians and
feminists, especially in Houston and in Texas.

Send us your stuff, including letters, features, reviews, poetry, graphics,
photographs, and listings for the calendar. Please tell us how you want your
name to appear, and whether you want your material returned to you.

Staff: Claire Noonan, Pokey Anderson,
Kristin, Liz Brimm, Prairie,
Marlene Slotin, Jadene,
Phyllis Yarnold, Kiki

Mailing Address: Pointblank Times

P. O. Box 14643
Houston, Texas 77021

This publication is on file with the International Women's History Archive,
Special Collections Library, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL. 60201.



Is there not a prevailing commitment within our women's community to the
exchange of information, resources and ideals? I believe that the number of avenues
available for feminist involvement in Houston far surpasses those offered in many other
cities. There are so many women's groups in Houston with varying focuses and yet
little political diversities that a Women's Information and Referral Exchange Service
is what I believe to be the next viable step in the evolution of this feminist
communi ty.

The resources available have increased to a point requlrlng an information center
be established. We need to begin sharing, through a centralized office, information
that could be relevant to our sister's growth. We've all gone through different
processes to attain some woman's-oriented woman's consciousness. For some, it was
through sports; some associated with campus groups; and others have been involved with
professional and church related groups. During our first exposures to women-oriented
groups, I'm sure we all appreciated the fact that the contact was available to us.
It is with tnis realization that we must also recognize the needs of other women and
the tremendous resources that we have within our own community. It will only be with
the acknowledgement and implementation of such a center that a network of practical
feminism will be successful and effective.

Women In Action has identified this need for a "centralized information and
referral service for women" and has therefore sponsored the endeavor. The purpose of
such a service would be "to develop an information center to serve the growing and
changing needs of all women, regardless of age, religion, sexual preference ...
to serve as a clearing house for referrals and information of special interest to
women, including ... health services, child care, credit, counseling, legal services,
welfare agencies, women's organizations ... and to see that women have the knowledge,
skills, and information necessary to develop to their fullest potential." Women In
Action has already acknowledged the fact that "expansion of the Women's Information &
Referral Service (WIRES) will before long bend to the need for "a place"--an actual
Women's Center.

The first of April has been set as a date for official opening, which will be
recognized and promoted with the assistance of various medias. Until that point,
however, we are trying to expand our files, train women to staff the service, research
questions if unanswered, etc. Therefore we have the WIRES line staffed for the
remaining period of time as a beginning effort to get these channels functioning in
full capacity by April.

At this point I'd like to ask anyone who wishes to help us to contact Pam or Beth
at 527-0718, which is the Women In Action telephone number. Five training sessions have
been organized for the month of March. Please contact us if interested.

-Kristin
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On Saturday, March 19, the IIGay Woman's
1st annual

Hi kers
Bikers

Motorcyc 1ers
Drivers

Picnic"
will be held in an effort to meet new
faces and have fun with lots of other
women. Everyone is invited to corne and
participate in football, softball,
volleyball or in just getting to know
each other better.

Pick your own form of transpor-
tation for the day: bicycle, motor-
cycle, car or your feet and meet in the
parking lot across from Bavarian Gardens,
3926 Feagan, at 10:00- a.m. (Feagan

Tired of low pay in a dead-end job?
Houston Community College is making a
concerted effort to make training in
skilled trades and crafts available for
women.

For openers, HCC is offering two
mini-courses to introduce women to
careers that have been traditionally
"off-Ttmi ts " to females. Part I is a
seminar introduction, to be held March 3
and April 26, and possibly other dates.
Part II will offer an actual experience
in a field such as welding, auto body
repair, auto mechanics, machine shop,
or radio and television repair. Part II
courses will run for four weekday after-
noons, with the first series beginning
March 21. Cost is $10.

For more information call 524-3179,
or write Community Service Program,

Houston Community College System
2800 Main St., Suite 409
Houston, Texas 77002.

"""
crosses Heights Blvd. one block north of
Memorial Drive about 4 miles from the
park) .

For the late comer who is going
directly to Memorial Park, look for us
around the soccer field.

Beer and cokes will be sold, but
bring your own guitars, kazoos, and food.
In case of rain we will hold the picnic
the following Saturday on March 26.



IWY Declares Lesbianism
A National Women's Conference will be

held in Houston in November, and already
efforts have been made to exclude lesbian-
ism. The national conference will be the
culmination of state conferences to be
held this spring, as an extension of
International Women's Year activities.
Our Texas state conference is already
being planned by our state steering com-
mittee, which will try to scrape by with
a budget of about $100,000.

The various IWY committees have been
appointed and have started operating
around the country with very little
publicity. Indeed, the "outreach"
mandated in the federal legislation
might more accurately be called IIsecrecyli
when it comes to IWY's official efforts
to get the word out to lesbians.

)

The Women in Public Life Conference
(Austin, November 1975) gave Texas a dose
of the polished, establishment IIfeminist"
mentality that tries to equate a lesbian
with a unicorn. And the IWY Commision
has so far scored high in the screaming
homophobia department: their 382-page
report to the President, subtitled
Justice for American Women, includes no
mention of the 10% lesbian minority.

The following is an incident
related by Janna Zumbrun (excerpted
from Goodbye To All That). Janna is a
very active member of the Austin lesbian
community, and serves on the Human
Rights Commission there as an open
lesbian.

My name was nominated for the state

steeriLg committee by Rep. sarah

Weddington (who will serve as

Temporary Convenor of the Texas

conference) and Jane Hickie (who

sat in on the national IWY pro-

ceedings in place of Texas' IWY

Commissioner Liz Carpenter who

couldn't attend). An Executive

Committee of the IWY Commission

reviewed the steering committee

lists and balked at leaving me on

the list. The committee informed Hickie

"not a women's issue"

that Lesbianism is not a women's issue;

it is a civil rights issue. Hickie

defended the nomination of a Lesbian

feminist, but was told my name could

remain on the list only if two condi-

tions were met: (1) The state steering

committee could not plan any workshops

dealing only with Lesbianism, and

(2) In the IWY press releases and

publicity about the steering committee,

no mention could be made of my Lesbian

feminist organizational affiliations

or activities.

Jane called me from Washington on Jan.

13 to ask whether I would agree to

the conditions set by the Commission.

I felt that the first issue at stake

was whether the steering committee

would have autonomy or be dictated to

by the Commission. Also, I declined

to meet the second condition which

would be a misrepresentation of myself

and would defeat the purpose of

appointing a Lesbian feminist. I made

it clear that I very much wished to

serve on the steering committee,

leaving the culpability for dropping

my name from the list with the Commis-

sion.

And, they did indeed drop my name.

However, when the Texas steering com-

mittee convenes, the members can

decide that they are not representa-

tive enough or need more members.

The Texas IWY Commissioners can make

more appointments at that point.

Hickie has pledged her support in

attempting to have me or another

Lesbian feminist appointed to the

committee.

Some non-gay feminists on the Texas
committee have indicated their support
for inclusion of lesbians, but so far
they are outnumbered by the homophobes.
We are exploring possibilities for
action, locally and nationally, but in
any case, there will be lesbians at the
Houston National Conference, whether it's
inside or outside the doors.

- Pokey



SIRENS AT NEW TIME AND DAY

• SIRENS, a program for Women by
Women has been moved to a more convenient
time and day. The program is now aired
at 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. on Wednesday nights.
Those wanting to get a program together
to be aired can attend the Wednesday
night meetings from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
KPFT Radio 90.1 FM.

1

CREDIT UNION MEETING

.The Houston Area Feminist Federal
Credit Union will hold its annual meeting
March 14, 1977. The place is Capital
National Bank, the third floor
auditorium at 7 o'clock. At the meeting
a status report on the credit union will
be given and the board of directors and
credit committee will be elected by the
attending membership. Anyone who is a
verified member of the credit union can
be nominated or self-nominate for an
office. Contact HAFFCU, 527-9108, for
further information or nominations.

SOUTHEASTERNGAY CONFERENCE

.The Second Annual Southeastern
Gay Conference will be held in Chapel
Hill NC on April 1-3. The celebration
of the gay lifestyle will include a
number of women--Kar1a Jay, Jean O'Leary,
Loretta Lotman, and possibly Rita Mae
and Elaine. Registration before March
is $5 and promises free housing. Write
Carolina Gay Association, Student Union,
Box 39, UNC-CH, Chapel Hill NC 27514,
or call (919) 942-2039.

-Atlanta Lesbian Feminist
Alliance Newsletter

GAY ALCOHOLICS GROUPS

.There are probably over 10,000 gay
people in Houston who have a drinking
problem. For those who want to quit
drinking, there are now two groups to
help them.

The first, Lambda AA, is an
Alcoholics Anonymous group for gay men
and women which was begun over a year
ago. Lambda can be reached through
Intergroup at 772-7214 .

The second group, WOW, is an AA
group specifically for lesbians. They
began only a few months ago and need
help to let other lesbians know they
exist.

WOW(Women Oriented Women) meets
Wednesdays at 8 pm at First Unitarian
Church, 5210 Fannin, in the large room
upstairs. More information is available
from Pat McLaughlin at 868-3972, or at
the Intergroup number, 772-7214.

We do it

House of Coleman is more than a fine print shop.
We offer a complete design service: graphic de-
sign, illustration, photography and copywriting.
Now you don't have to run all over town putting
your pieces together. We have what you need.

and we do it well
Houseof Coleman - imaginative printers
Phone:523-2521 901WestAlabama
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ORGANIZING IN HOUSTON:

Lesbian
Moms

Houston feminists are organlzlng
support systems for lesbian mothers.
There is no demand made to be a feminist,
a lesbian, or a mother in order to parti-
cipate, because any threat to the legal
rights of women and children is relevant
to all women.

The most pressing need expressed by
the group that first met at the end of
January was for small, closed gatherings
to share together--openly and deeply--the
feelings, experiences, and questions
arising from gay motherhood.

Aside from the weekly discussion
session, women are offering support
through volunteering their professional
expertise, their time for programs, events,
and child care, and their skills in in-
forming others of the issues.

Some of the problems that were
suggested for exploration during the
meetings include:

• What degree of physical affection
with our lover{s) are we comfortable
showing in front of our children?

• What do we tell them about gay
love and sex? When and how is it best
to tell them? And what about the fact
that their owr mother is a lesbian?

• How do we counsel our kids when
they're taunted with, "Your Mom's queer!"

• What guidelines can we offer them
so that they are proud their mother is

gay, yet not reveal it in places or to
people that would jeopardize their
custody?

• Should we be concerned at all
with providing opportunities for our
children to be with men as they grow up?

• What are the best ways for an
openly gay woman to adopt a child in
Houston?

A woman whose love flows as strongly
for women as for children often feels the
conflict this society needlessly imposes:
the necessity to choose between respons-
ibility to herself and responsibility to
her children. She may choose not to
admit her lesbianism at all, which exacts
a price psychologically for her, and,
therefore, indirectly for her children
in their relationship with her, although
they remai n "protected" from soci ety' s
judgments. She may acknowledge to others
her love for women, this essential part
of herself, which then usually requires
that she expend energy warding off
justifiable fears of the discovery that
could cause loss of her children or loss
of her means to support them.

Because homosexuality in general
has been such a taboo topic, assumptions
and false information are rampant. The
attacks on gay mothers usually arise
from the following popular misconceptions:
the mother is sick, sinful, or criminal;
gays abuse children; the child will turn
out to be gay; because of society's views
of lesbians, the child will suffer trauma.

Society, and most courts, still
assume a gay mother guilty (unfit) until
proven innocent (fit). Usually, she needs
thousands of dollars to do this.

Individuals in the group of Houston
women supporting the rights of lesbian
mothers are trying to find facts, devise
strategies, and determine the realities
and probabilities for an allegedly or
openly gay woman to win custody of her
child. Local experts' opinions differ.



Some attorneys claim that if it's known
that the mother is a lesbian, or even
has some association with lesbians, she
will never win custody of her child and
should take whatever she can get out of
court. Others say there have been cases
of an openly gay mother being awarded
custody by the judge in closed session,
but since the records are sealed there
is no way of proving this. (Anyone with
information, please contact us.)

We1ve a1l heard the horror stories
and war tales. The mother is awarded
custody, but the court denies her the
right to be in the presence of other
homosexuals when her child is with her.
The courts dictate who the woman must
live with or what kind of home she must
have. Cases have been re-opened years
later and the mother, with less funds
than the ex-husband, has lost the child.
Children have been kidnapped by the
ex-husband.

It is important that organized
community support exists BEFORE a
mother needs help in a custody case.
Obviously, it then is much easier to
mobilize funds, forces, and information
to aid the mother and child. More subtly,
if such a group does not exist already,
the publicity necessary to arouse local
sympathizers can be used against the gay
mother, for the courts have said in other
cases that this "subjects the child to
harmful trauma."

There are some cheering, bright
spots. Off Our Backs~ the Wash. D. C.
feminist press, reported some recent
victories last summer. Carol Whitehead
was the first openly lesbian mother to
fight in court in Maine for custody.
She was awarded unconditional custody
of her two children by Superior Court
Justice Harry P. Glassman, whose primary
concern, as stated in his decision, was
lithe best interest and welfare of the
chil dren. II

In California, a Superior Court
judge ruled that lesbianism was not an

issue to be considered in the custody
of Cynthia Fourcier's two children.
She was clea~ed of criminal charges
brought against her when she was wrong-
fully accused of sexually molesting
her 5-year-old daughter.

In Texas, however, there is no
victory for Mary Jo Risher who is
seeking to rggain custody of her 10-year-
old son. The three elected judges in
the Court of Civil Appeals decided they
didn't have jurisdiction to decide on
the merits of her case. She will go to
the Texas Supreme Court next to force

"How do we counsel our kids
when they're taunted with,
IYour Mom's queer!'"

the lower court to hear the case. These
justices are also elected, as pointed
out in the February issue of Do It Now.
"Thus, 'justice' rests in the hands of
politicians who are homophobic and
reluctant to provide equal protection
of the 1aw for gay people. II

To reach the Houston group working
for gay mothers, call 529-0261.

To send contributions for Mary Jo1s
fight (she's spent $7,000 on the first
appeal alone)--Friends of Mary Jo Risher,
c/o Dallas County NOW, P.O. Box 12431,
Dallas TX 75225.

Pointblank Times has also received
an urgent appeal for funds for a custody
case involving a politically active
lesbian mother, living and working in a
collective of lesbians. She is being
sued by her wealthy ex-husband, a
university professor with tenure, who
has re-married. He demands custody of
the 5-year-old daughter who wants to stay
with her mother, as she has for the past
four years. Send money to: Lesbian
Defense Fund, P.O. Box 4, Essex Junction
VT 05452; phone: (802) 862-9046.

-Ann

DO



GAY LEADERS GET
WHITE HOUSE INVITE
Top news for gays on the national

scene is our first official meeting in
history with a top-level White House
assistant.

A two-hour meeting between Midge
Costanza, Presidential Assistant for
Public Liaison, and Jean O'Leary and
Bruce Voeller of the National Gay Task
Force, has led to the planning of a more
in-depth meeting at the White House on
March 26. O'Leary and Voeller will
head a ten-member delegation to further
discuss issues involving official
discrimination in such areas as the
U.S. Civil Rights Commission, Defense
Dept., Internal Revenue Service, federal
prisons, and immigration and naturaliza-
tion.

Jean and Bruce are quite excited
about the meetings, something they have
been working toward for several years.
One of their hopes is that White House
support would help break up some of the
logjams NGTF has run into in dealing
with many federal agencies. We'll be
reporting on further developments as
they happen.

* * -*

The federal gay rights bill has
been reintroduced in the House of
Representatives, this time numbered
H.R. 451. Rep. Ed Koch (D-NY) will act
as lead sponsor in the absence of Bella
Abzug, who lost her bid for re-election.

In the Senate, Sen. Alan Cranston's
office is preparing a different version
of the bill. In contrast to the compre-
hensive House bill, the Senate bill would
cover only employment discrimination
against gays. The rationale is that it
would probably be easier to pass this
limited version. In addition, the Senate
bill would place responsibility for
enforcement with the Dept. of Justice
instead of the overburdened EEOC.

As soon as the Senate bill is intro-
duced, Rep. Koch will introduce that
version in the House too. Both Koch and
Cranston are seeking co-sponsors, and
your congresspersons might need some
encouragement from you.

Rep. Barbara Jordan (Houston) is
one who needs encouragement. I talked
with her personally last year about the
possibility of being a co-sponsor for a
gay rights bill. She said she would
consider being a more vocal supporter of
the bill if she thought it wouldn't cost
her a lot of votes. She listened to our
estimate of the number of gay rights
supporters in her district, but your
letter would be more convincing. Her
address:

1725 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

Our U.S. Senators from Texas might
also benefit from your letter. You can
write Sen. John Tower or Sen. Lloyd
Bentsen at:

Old Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20510

* * *
In the wake of the brutal murder of

a gay man by a group of teenagers in
Tucson, Arizona, the city council there
has unanimously passed one of the most
comprehensive gay rights bills in the
country. Tucson thus becomes the nation's
39th community to pass gay rights legis-
lation.

- Pokey
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Book
Review
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(from the Closet
\10 the Courts
From the CZoset to the Courts~ Ruth
Simpson. Penguin Books. 1977. 180 pp.
$2.25

In her book, From the CZoset to the
COU1?ts~ Ruth Simpson has attempted to
explain IIwhat it means to be a lesbian
todayll and to describe the persecution
of homosexual women. This is a near
impossible task, since there are as many
different explanations for IIwhat it
means to be a lesbianll as there are
lesbians, and as many different types of
persecution. And that's the problem.

Simpson falls into a too personal,
too specific account of her own political
life, good to utilize as example, but not
as the substance for a book which presumes
to analyze the status of all lesbians.
She devotes almost the whole of the chap-
ter on IILesbians and Psychiatryll to a
personal debate with the eminent Dr.
Charles Socarides, homophobe extraordi-
naire. The good doctor is worthy of
perhaps a good and harsh 10 words, but
certainly not of a long and, alas, dull
20 pages. Her chapter on IILesbians and
the Courts of Jus t ice" tells us all
about the caSes of Joseph Acanfora and
Jack Baker, but devotes only three
sketchy paragraphs to the plight of
lesbian mothers.

Simpson seems unable to make the
generalizations which we need in order
to grasp some overall view. She gives
us the personal in the hope that we can
somehow grasp and understand the politi-
cal. For me, it just didn't work.

Still, anyone who is interested in the
politics of lesbianism, as we all should
be, might prosper from a reading of the
book, if only to understand the experi-
ences which one of us has lived through
in trying to live as a gay activist.

One must also remember that while
we are writing book reviews, Simpson is
writing books. She writes with courage
and she deserves to be read.

- Linda Lovell

A woman in this age is considered
learned enough if she can distinguish
her husband's bed from that of another.

--Hannah Woolley
in 1675
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Middle-Age
Facing forty has brought out an

almost frantic restlessness in me. I
stand in the center of time and look
back at the young dreams I had at 18
and realize that little of what I
dreamed then has been accomplished.
Time is slipping by and there is so
much I have not done, places I have not
been, beauty I have not seen, truths I
have not yet discovered.

Lines are deepening in my face, the
chin line is beginning to sag, wrinkles
mar my throat. Age is laying her heavy
hand on me, and I don't like it a bit.

Suddenly I want to change things,
to turn my life around. I am frightened
of growing old.

I think to myself: "But I feel young
inside. My thoughts and feelings are
still young."

Then I pause to reflect. Are they
really? Haven't I changed on the inside
as well as on the outside?

And I have to admit that I have.
All those bewildering emotions that used
to storm inside of me are now under
control. The awkwardness that once
made me so ill at ease has been replaced
by poise. My lack of confidence has
been bolstered by experience. I am
no longer shattered by minor disappoint-
ments, having learned how to take them
in stride.

Once I thought the world would come
to an end if the one I loved didn't love
me. I know better now. Once I thought
I must be in love every minute of every
day or life wasn't worth living. Now
even the thought of such ~ontinual
passion wears me out.

Being young is a beautiful time of
life, when all the world's awakening
and waiting to be conquered. But middle
age has its time and space as well--a

calmer, saner place to be perhaps, but
not without its beauty too.

And it also can be a time of
awakening, of change. It is at 40 that
new careers are begun; relationships
are discarded or replenished; old dreams
are taken out of moth balls and given
new life.

It is that center of time when we
stop to take stock of who we are and
what we'd like to be. And because we
feel the days and years slipping by,
it is the time when we grab our courage
and run to meet the new, knowing that
it's now or never.

At 18 we are just learning how to
fly, but at 40 we truly spread our wings.

- PhyUis

Correction:
Little Denied Parole

joanne Little, 22, the woman who
was cleared of murder charges after she
killed her jailer in self-defense, is
still in jail.

She is serving a previous 7 to 10
year sentence for breaking and entering,
The Southern Poverty Law Center fully
expected she would be granted parole in
December, and this we reported to you
last month.

BUT--the North Carolina Board of
Paroles denied parole for Joanne on
December 16, using for an official
reason the allegation she had violated
a previous parole.

While waiting for the next parole
review, it is hoped that Joanne will at
least be approved for daytime work
release.

- Guardian/Houston Post/S.P.L.C.



UNCLASSIFIEDS

VOLLEYBALL--Women's volleyball teams are now being
formed. Everyone from hot shot to beginner is
encouraged to come out. If you are interested
please contact Diane at 522-3358 or Iris at
437-5396 before March 21.

MORESPORTS--Fun softball, football and soccer
teams for women are now forming. Call Marlene
(daytime) at 522-2117, or Diane (evenings) at
528-4427.

LESBIAN MOTHERSAND KIDS--Women who are interested
in participating in social/recreational activities
with lesbian mothers and kids call 529-0261.

GAY SOCIAL GROUP--Good people! Good times! The
Lambda Club, a social group for gay men and women,
meets Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at First Unitarian Church,
5210 Fannin, Room 12. For further information,
call 528-1311.

BODY THERAPY AND COUNSELING for women.
Beth Kendrick, M.A. 529-5308

ALCOHOLISM COUNSELING for women with a Feminist
Counselor. Fee negotiable. Individual and group
(if 5 or more women are interested). Call Pam at
529-5308.

MASSAGE-YOGACLASSES for women starting soon! Learn
techniques in esa1en, polarity, reflexology and
hatha yoga. Help to remove tension blocks and
maintain a more relaxed state in everyday life.
Massage and Yoga can help us function at our
fullest capacity. Call Beth Kendrick, 529-5308.

WOMEN'S GROWTHGROUP--for women committed to per-
sonal growth. Including meditation, creative
movement, dancing, yoga, chanting, singing,
polarity, art work, consciousness-raising and many
other activities. Program and leader usually
different every week. Meets every Friday at 7:15 pm.
$1.00 donation. Call Pam for more info, 529-5308.

EMBROIDERY--Work shirts and levis, original
feminist designs or custom, your choice; also,
patchwork and repairs. Fee negotiable.
528-7707 Judy A.

RIDE NEEDED to California around April 1st. And
from California to Houston around April 14th. Will
share driving and expenses. Call Pam at 529-5308.

FOR GAY WOMEN: GAIA'S GUIDE 1977--Annual discreet
pocket size international bar/club guide and
complete directory. This fourth edition: All USA
plus 40 other countries. 300~ listings. Centers,
switchboards, publications, resources: services,
retreats, restaurants and much much more. $5.00
only from: GAIA's GUIDE, 115 New Montgomery Street,
San Francisco, Calif. 94105 (discreet mail order
only--two weeks delivery on all orders). Also at
Gay and Feminist Bookstores everywhere.

LESBIAN CONTACTS--Discreet, nationwide introductions
between sisters. The League, Box 2143F, Darien,
Connecticut 06820.
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Times. Enclosed is $
least $5) for 1 year.

Pointblank

(at

o I want to subscribe for a friend.
Please send her a message as
follows:

o I am a subscriber already, but I've
moved. My new address is:

Pointblank Times
P. O. Box 14643
Houston, Texas 77021

Name

Address
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The diffuse sexuality of babies was
as enormously sexy, in the right ways. II
She responded calmly to the fact that
Ruby, her godchild, was masturbatin9 in
kindergarten: "The important thing is not
to loom at her like Snoopy when he's
bei ng a vulture. II

Greer offered new evidence about the severe costs of contraceptives such as the
pill and the IUD. IIAnd the di aphraqm," she charged, "i s the Model-T of contraceptives.
Carefully perfumed to remind you of a freshly cleaned tax icab ," the diaphragm lends itself
only to intromission, "because if you do anything else, the di s qus tino substance gets in
people's hair and so on .... Exert your consumer power. You could gang up outside the
Ortho creme factory and squirt Ortho creme allover. Or kidnap their president and make
him eat Ortho creme. II

Author Germaine Greer is still turning heads seven
years after the publication of The Female Eunuch.
Speaking before an overflow crowd at UHCLC's innovative
Women's Week, Greer used her doctoral training in
Shakespearean comedy to good advantage in discussing
Ferti lity ~1anagement. Her primary message was for women
to take control of our reproductive lives and, in turn,
for all of us in imperialist countries to relinquish our
control over the reproductive lives of Third World women.
"No th ing short of bei rig i nfertil e and fertil e at will is
acceptable. II She called for the demystification of
penis-vagina intercourse (llintromission, or putting it
in ") in favor of a more diffuse sensuality. 1I0ur genera-

tion was convinced that intromission was the answer to eVerything--if only we could do it
the right way. You see, we read so much D. H. Lawrence .... One does find that in reality
one remembers conversations better than orgasms.1I

offered as a goal for us. "Bab ies strike me

Some of Greer's remarks did seem
to be aimed more at provoking than at
solving, even to the point of some self-
contradictions. For example; her solu-
tions bounced from fantasies of mass
actions to personal solutions that
excluded mass actions.

She characterized heterosex as
mechanical and performance-centered:
IITwiddle poke poke did you come dear?1I
Homosex she described as tender,
diffuse, and affectionate. But it
seemed her perception of gayness was
just as an imaginery model for male-
female couples to imitate. ltlhen asked
about the political and economic
implications of living a gay lifestyle,
she launched into an uncomplimentary
story about women IIwho have come onto
me like King Kong. II

- Pokey

Kary Havard of Hunts-
ville was nearly beside
herself when she learned
she had won PET's
December contest. Her
suggestion for a fun
PBT event won her a
year's extension of
her PET subscription,
and the Olivia album
of her choice.

PBT Winner Announced

"A difficult decision,"
she 1amented, "but Meg
Christian has won my
heart. II

We thank Kary and all
of you for your con-
tinuing support. And--
next time we have a
contest winner, we'll
try to get a better
picture of her.


