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L
Og Cabin Republicans-Houston's primary

goal is to ensure that the Republican Party
fulfills its promise to be a party of principles,

a party of ideas and a party of inclusion. By
educating the party at various levels about
the gay community, it will work to dispel the
unfounded fears and misconceptions that have a
negative impact on party positions. LCR
is dedicated to working toward a practical
resolution of the divisions in the GOP over gay
rights; one which values the concept of inclusion
rather than absolutism.

To support those who wish to further the
mission of Log Cabin throughout the
United States, Log Cabin Republicans

will educate citizens on becoming involved in
political organizations and campaigns, on
dispelling myths and stereotypes and generating
debates and discussion about gay rights in their
communities, and on increasing gay porticipation
in all spheres of American political debate.

A
s part of its informational mission, Log Cabin

Republicans-Houston will comprehensively
track GOP candidate positions on gay-

related issues, monitor gay-supportive and
anti-gay donations to GOP candidates, compile
data on gay voter impact in federal, state and
local elections, and produce voter education
guides which summarize the views and proposals
of candidates around the country.
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(713) 529-9100
Fax
(713) 524-8955
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On Monday, October 14, 1996, guests at our general meeting included candidates
for office who met with the Screening Committee, co-chaired by Ed Inderwish, Dr. Dick
Evans, and Dale Carpenter. Following brief stump speeches from the candidates and
based on Screening Committee recommendations for endorsement, the assembly voted
on endorsement.

C
. es ted ear en c nt tee pia this

mission is to fight for equal and fair treatment under the law. Mr. Pynes said that he
supports the continuation of a constable presence at Precinct 1 abortion clinics (the only
precinct that has constable-protected clinics). Endorsed by LCR-H.
~(r:;:;:~~-I=:n i~ nee
Attorney Sergio Trevino promises that, if elected, there will be fairness to everyone in the
courtroom. In fact, his commitment to fairness was reiterated more than a couple of
times during his speech. In addition to delivering fairness, his mission is to instruct area
bar associations on the functions of JP courts. Endorsed by LCRH.

George Young. Candidate-US House of
Representatives. 18th District
Mr. Young has been an attorney for 16 years and served in the lOlst Airborne in the US
Army. From his experience in the military, Mr. Young values the rights of all individuals,
but NOT at the federal level. His economic agenda is conservative while his social agenda
is moderate. Not endorsed by LCR-H.

Chris LaRue. Candidate-State Representative.
District 137
Mr. LaRue is unequivocally opposed to the politics of the religious right. He campaigns
to protect and respect the Constitutional civil liberties of his constituents while bringing
fiscal responsibility to government. Not endorsed by LCR-H.

.JohnSanchez. Candidate-US House of Representatives.
25th District
Dr. Sanchez calls himself a "New Republican." A social moderate, he is running for
office because the federal deficit is at $5 trillion, which he blames on the Democrats,
and because health care reform is on horizon and it needs to be effected responsibly. Not
endorsed by LCR-H.

Robert Dole. Candidate-US President
Senator Dole's record on social issues, according to one Logger, is lacking. His record
on gay and lesbian issues is not good. However, on character issues, Mr. Dole scores
high (higher than you know who). Even though the Log Cabin Republicans national
organization endorses Dole, the Houston chapter does not endorse his candidacy. Not
endorsed by LCR-H.
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LogOn2 isa monthly publication of the

Log Cabin Republicans-Houston.

Opinions expressed in this newsletters

are not necessarily endorsed by the

organization. This isyour newsletter.

Please contact us @713.526.3212 or

fax submissions to 713.526.6886.

PFtESIDENT'S
LETTEFt

Dear Fellow Log Cabin Members,

We are now about to conclude our organization's
work for the year. Elections are upon us and that

basically winds up our business except possibly tor
the runoff elections to be held in December.

While we do not have a large number of
recommended candidates this election season,
we do have a couple. Remember, when
organizations begin this process of getting
involved in making political recommendations,

they always begin with just a few candidates at first. Such was the case twenty vears ago
when another gay political group began; such is the case tor us today. It takes time to
get candidates comfortable in coming before groups such as ours.

The important thing is that we have begun this process of identifying qualified
Republican candidates and it will grow with time. While there were several other
candidates for office, especially Congressional candidates, with whom we kit comfortable
and believed We could support, we could not do so this time around. We met with these
candidates and believed as they did that if we became involved with their respective
campaigns and issued Log Cabin endorsements and recommendations, that such an
endorsement from us could come back to cause them more harm than good and which
could, conceivably, cost them the election. Remember, the religious right is following
what we do and would love to take an endorsement of ours and use it against the candidates
we embrace. These candidates know this. So do we. and that is why we are silent in their
races. One day down the road, that will all change.

What is important today is to get our Republican candidates elected. that is our
goal. We are not in this just for our own name recognition.

For you what is important is to get out and vote. and take your friends and loved
ones with you to the polls. some of these races will be decided by the slimmest of margins
because they are already so close. In some instances, we will succeed if we can just get our
candidates into the runoffs which will then be decided in December.

This is our next to last newsletter for 1996. The next newsletter which will be
our 1996 year-end issue (due out in late December) will be our photo issue much like it
was last year; a yearbook, if you will. should you have any photos which you would like
to have considered for this final publication of 1996, please contact Robert Tomlin at
526-3212 for instructions on how to submit them. Be sure your name appears on the
back side of the photo so that you can receive credit tor it.

Please remember that we only have one more meeting of our general membership
scheduled for this year: November 11, 1996 (the second Monday of next month.)
At that meeting, all final business of the organization will be handled and concluded.
After that, our next meeting will be back to our regular meeting dates of the 4th Monday
of each month; beginning with January 27,1997. o
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BEN WHITTLE· WAYS & MEANS

I want to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to each of you and the roles you
played in the success of the Elegant Elephant Party. As a result of the contributions made by all
Ways & Means Committee members and the general membership, we raised >$4,000.00. Special
mention and thanks to Tom Mays and Orlando Zayas for hosting our pre-event cocktail party
and to Joy Clayton of Clayton Catering for providing the wonderful food. Thanks and recognition
should also be given to Marion Coleman for all the work donated to ensure the success of the
silent auction. Our hats also go off to Patrick Ball for all the work he did in securing our featured
speakers, Congressman Steve Gunderson and Rob Morris. In addition, a big thanks goes to
Betty Tonnessen and her team for all the work that went into decorating for the event under
less-than-ideal conditions. Lastly, I want to thank Jim Vilven, Liz Vilven and Rob Tomlin for the
outstanding work they did in designing our invitations and print ads. Again, many thanks to all.

ROBERT TOMLIN' NEWSLETTER

Well, so here we are. This is the last 1996 issue of LogOn2- with copy. Next issue, in December,
will be a yearbook issue chock full of pictures just like last year. Thanks to all who helped and
to those who volunteered to help. Busy schedules made it exceedingly difficult to coordinate any
semblance of order in doing the newsletter. In fact, it seemed to take legislation each month
in getting the newsletter to press. It was distressing to hear from more than just a few members
that the newsletter wasn't even read. I hoped that incorporating stuff not normally seen in
political newsletters would make reading more interesting. Most of the political news was
commonplace by the time a new issue went to press. Why cover stories that were reported in
various other publications?

For those of you who do not know me, I am a historian (not an historian, and please never tell
me that history repeats itself) by training with an interest in American History, the early national
period, 1789-1861. It was an era of precedent setting and it was a time that defined America as a
nation, both politically and socially. Similarly, the Log Cabin movement, as it were, is in a nascent
period. We are setting precedent for ourselves and for the Republican party. It's an exciting time
for Log Cabin Republicans. Thank you Gary, Liz, Jim, Marion, and everybody else for guidance,
patience, and ete. You almost saw a Yiddish word in the first issue, but I wisely followed council
and didn't use it. With that, I bid adieu. Shalom. Peace. And oh yeah, be sure to vote your
conscience on November 5th!
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In Search
of the Perfect
President.

The Poll
George, November 1996

Gender would be:
Male-59%, Female-16%

Age would be:
50s-40%
40s-39%
70s-1%

Race would be:
White-41%

African=American-7%

Favorite Music:
Classical-22%
Country-21 %

Jazz-15%
Pop-13%
Rock-9%

Belief that gays should have
same rights as heterosexuals:

Yes-59%
No-35%
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Ending Prohibition of Physician ..Assisted Suicide
for the Terminally III

Today, 32 states prohibit assisted suicide. In Texas, Section 22.08 of the penal code reads in part:

(a) A person commits an offense if, with the intent to promote or assist the
commission of suicide by another, he aids or attempts to aid the other to commit
or attempt to commit suicide.

Enacted in 1973, this law is dated, vis-a-vismedical advances and the onset of the AIDS crisis.According to Jeff
1, chairman of the Right to Die Committee of Log Cabin Republicans-Houston, terminally ill patients are often left to
to the human equivalent of gnawing their own legs off-a desperate, frightening, or messy attempt at suicide without the
ce of a trained, caring medical professional to ease their exit." Amending the law would not be equivalent to euthanasia.
would apply only to terminally ill patie call for self-administration of a drug to terminate lite.

atients to decide how to relieve
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suicide at least once.
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leftovers...
NOr EveRY Age ConDITIon"

It is believed, and with good reason, that women are not:mehtio d in the Constitution. Scholars don't know what to
make of the lack of mention of women in the Constitution. Some argUe'''th gender-neutral language intended to include
women. Others tout repeated use of "persons," "inhabitants," and "citizens" as evidence that women are included in the
Constitution. Still other historians argue that omission of women reflected patriarchal assumptions of the nation's founders and
their beliefs that women had no role to play in government.

HistorianIan Lewis posits that the debates "go to the heart of a larger question, which is the relationship of women to
the liberal sate that the Constitution created. Is there a place for women within liberalism?Or have they alwaysstood outside it,
excluded from its inception?" Ah... Lewis found just a hint of women's mentionings in the Constitution. The hint was in an
amendment suggested by James Wilson at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787.

When deciding whether representation in the federal government should be based on population or on wealth, Wilson
suggested language in favor of population that made clear representation should be "in proportion to the whole number of white
and other free Citizens & inhabitants of every age sex & condition including those bound to servitude for a term of years and
three fifths of all other persons not comprehended in the foregoing description, except Indians not paying taxes, in each state."

Though the Committee of Style reworded the actual proposal, the intent is the hint Lewis found that women are included in the
Constitution.

Thus, the United States of America became the first government in history to base representation on numbers of inhab-
itants rather than on the numbers of taxpayersor adult males!
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Con r. tulations to
John Melton for winning the
"Name the Elephant Logo" I Am
contest. Among the scores •••
of entries, John's nickname
was the winning goober.

November
5 General Election. Vote!

11 Log Cabin Republicans-Houston general meeting:
6:30 social, 7:00 meeting. Renata's Restaurant,
2006 Lexington.

28 Happy Thanksgiving.

(1) Names the States:
(Only the consonants have been removed)

A.AAAA
B.EEEE
C. nn
(2) What nationality originally settled the area which
became New Jersey?

(3) After whom were the following states named?

A. Georgia
B. North & South Carolina
C. Virginia

For the answers, see Mr. Gene Levy. He'll be happy to
expound. Or check the Houston Public Library.

Renata's
Restaurant

~~il;,
2006 Lexington

,
Renata's respectfully requests that those attending the general

meetings refrain from wearing shorts. Thank You!
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Join NOW! You can make a difference!
MEMBERSHIP c{f) APPLICATION

Name ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Street Address _

City State Zip _

Residence Tel. Work Tel. _

Precinct, if known: Fax E-mailAddress _

Enclosed is my check payable to log Cabin Republicans-Houston 0 This is a renewal 0 This is a new membership

Membership: 0 Individual $35 0 Household $55 0 lifetime $500 0 life-threatening $1 0 Student $10

My Additional Contribution to log Cabin Republicans-Houston is:

0$15 0$25 0$50 0$75 0$100 o Other

Mail To: log Cabin Republicans-Houston' P.O_Box 131104·Houston, Tx. 77219-1104' (713)529-9100 . (713)524-8955 FAX
Log Cabin Republicons-Hcuston Does Not Make its Membership list available to non- Log Cabin organizations.

Mem.#
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L
Og Cabin Republicans-Houston's primary

goal is to ensure that the Republican Party
fulfills its promise to be a party of principles,

a party of ideas and a party of inclusion. By
educating the party at various levels about
the gay community, it will work to dispel the
unfounded fears and misconceptions that have a
negative impact on party positions. LCR
is dedicated to working toward a practical
resolution of the divisions in the GOP over gay
rights; one which values the concept of inclusion
rather than absolutism.

To support those who wish to further the
mission of Log Cabin throughout the
United States, Log Cabin Republicans

will educate citizens on becoming involved in
political organizations and campaigns, on
dispelling myths and stereotypes and generating
debates and discussion about gay rights in their
communities, and on increasing gay participation
in all spheres of American political debate.

A
s part of its informational mission, Log Cabin

Republicans-Houston will comprehensively
track GOP candidate positions on goy-

related issues, monitor gay-supportive and
anti-gay donations to GOP candidates, compile
data on gay voter impact in federal, state and
local elections, and produce voter education
guides which summarize the views and proposals
of candidates around the country.

Phone
(713) 529-9100
Fax
(713) 524-8955
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orqcnizofion. Thisisyour newsletter.
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PItESIDENT'S
LETTEIt

o nee again it is that time of year when our last
newsletter of 1996 takes on the appearance of a
yearbook. This is our second time doing this.

We have been a very active political group this
year. We had major successes at everything we attempted,
beginning early on in 1996 when the Precinct Initiative
turned out to be so successful. From then on, it seemed
that every couple of months we kept outdoing our previous
deeds as we worked our way through the political maze
of confusing politics: State Senatorial District conventions,
Log Cabin-friendly Harris County Republican Party chairs
mobilizing into a strong force of moderates since the
Religious Right took control years ago, Gap State
Convention participation by the largest numbers yet of
people from within our community, and then our quiet
work and support for gay-friendly Republican candidates
who sought our support. It has been quite a year.

Remember, even though the club is many years old, we have been politically active for only
two years now. We have just started down the path of proving ourselves within the
Republican Party as well as within our own community. And we are off to a good start.
We build from here on.

Our membership swelled in 1996 and at one point we were the third largest Log
Cabin Republican club within the national Log Cabin Republican system. Actually,
we are not far away in actual membership counts from taking on the number on

spot; that will now be the responsibility of next year's Membership Committee.

We don't have any pictures of our committees at work, which is too bad. The bulk
of the club's work is done at the committee level and pictures of these volunteers would have
been nice to include in our photo archives. Special thanks to the Ways & Means Committee,
our largest committee, for successfully producing two exceptionally fine fundraisers during
1996. It is because of this group that we end the year cash-flush. Thanks much to each and
every one of you for your tireless work and devotion.

Special thanks to Robert Tomlin for all his work as Editor on our newsletter this
year, to Jim & Liz Vilven for their invaluable graphics contributions, and to Marion E.
Coleman for the consistently high quality printing we have enjoyed for two years now.
Great team. Great job. Thank you all from all of us.

So enjoy this 1996 yearbook edition of LogOn2. We hope that it captures and
reflects the active involvement of our club members, friends, and supporters. It sure does
show an organization on the move. That is why we were in the news so much. In fact, we
were the ones making news!
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Shortly after the success of getting LCR-H members elected as delegates/
alternates to Senate District conventions, LCR-H members from SO l3 met
with other Gap moderates from Houston to form a still larger coalition
prior to the actual convention. At these sessions, strategies were discussed
and planned.

"

On this wall of phone banking are (I to r): Marion E. Coleman, Gary J. Van
Ooteghern, Paul Simmons, John Freeman, Leslie Ramsay, and Mary Ramsay.

ion! o Ive
•

"
•••

Log Cabin Republicans-Houston Political Action
Banking on Brady

Log Cabin Republicans-Houston worked tirelessly to assist congressional candidate Kevin Brady in his contest with Gene Fontenot
for a seat vacated by Jack Fields in US Congressional District 8. Fontenot, who could best be described as the twin of Bob Dornan, would

have been a detriment to our goals and mission. In a clandestine manner, many of our members assisted Brady with man and woman
hours and financial support. We made our presence known to Kevin Brady. And guess what? We have a new friend in Congress!

Working their respective phone lists are Tire y B. County and Ric Byrd. Concentrating on their call to Brady constituents are Mary Ramsay and
John Freeman. In the distance, Gene Levy (standing) and Paul Simmons
Marion E. Coleman.

Gene Levyappears to be giving guidance to
Gary Van Ooteghem and Paul Simmons while
they are making phone calls for Brady.

Resting for a few moments from working the phones are (I to r):
Jim Vilven, Robert Tomlin, Paul Simmons, and Mr. Gene Levy.

Many friends of Log Cabin were
present at these early SO l3
strategy sessions, including
P-FLAGmembers. Here, Tirey B.
Counts hugs two P-FLAG
members just before one of the
meetings began.
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Log Cabin Republicans holding a blowup of the literature passed out by LCR-TX
during the convention. Standing I to r: Laird Parker, Jay Seegers, Bryan Vezey,
and Tirey B. Counts.

Jay Seegers in the parking lot outside the Alamodome in San Antonio.
Jay distributed LCR-H political brochure to other Republican
delegates and alternates. I!""'-••••--------------~ __ ..,

Gary 1. Van Ooteghem relaxes during one of the
convention's daily lunch breaks. What is that
Cheshire grin all about?

Standing (l to r): Laird Parker, Jay Seegers. Sitting (I to
r): Bryan Vezey, unidentified, Dick Evans, unidentified,
Tirey B. Counts. Taking time together to relax with each
other following our 1st day of convention business.

Dale Carpenter and fellow
conventioneer acting as walking
billboards.

STATE GOP
CON VEN T I a·iN

George Rimmey sitting in on his
district's caucus.

Dale Carpenter, Log Cabin-Texas president, and
Keith Pornykal, president of Log Cabin Dallas
during one of our more dressed up moments.

Kevin Heady and John Melton enjoy a moment
together during one for the many caucuses that
continually were held around the convention hall.

Log Cabin-Texas threw a cocktail party one night
during the convention at the Fairmont Hotel in
San Antonio. Here are some Log Cabin-Turtle
Creek members musing with each other.

Dale Carpenter in
a reflective
moment during
the convention.

Log Cabin Republicans-Texas filed suit to have a booth space at the
state Gap convention. The Texas Supreme Court finally heard the
case and denied our state organization their request for this booth.
The replacement organization from Georgia made it clear they were
not Log Cabin members because they like women.



Page Five

Adam Comer LizVilven

Robert Tomlin
LogOn2 Editor
1996.

Just prior to a regular membership
meeting, Adam Comer took a
moment to get some refreshments.

Reflections. At general membership
meetings, sometimes members wish to
address the entire group about something
they feel the group may be interested in.
Here, Patrick Ball reminds the group of
an upcoming event.

Thanks for
the memories.

Gee guys, nothin' to lose your hair over.

Before and after each meeting, LCR-H
members relax with each other on a
more informal basis. Following each
meeting, LCR-H members usually have
dinner together at the restaurant where
the monthly meeting took place. Here,
enjoying themselves after their meals,
are Bruce Smith and Tony Carroll.

Normally, a number of us stay to have
dinner following monthly meetings. It's
just a great time to network and bond
(informally). Bonding here are Marco
Polo Arevalo and Dick Evans.

Tony Carroll and VP Marion E. Coleman
amused by something.
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The second annual fundraiser,

the Elegant Elephant, was held

at the the Wyndham

Warwick Hotel. Dinner,

dancing, singing and

laughing were on the menu.

National Log Cabin Executive

Director Rich Tafel attended the

event and provided a stirring

speech. Keynote speakers were

Wisconsin Republican

Congressman Steve Gunderson

and his partner Rob Morris.

Their address was informative

and encouraging. Awards were

presented to Dale Carpenter,

Ben Whittle, Marion Coleman,

and Vilven Design Group. Club

president Gay Van Ooteghem

made a formal announcement

of his intent not to seek reelection

for a third term.

-rrAnUTS!
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A Di~,"u~e, rle~~ant-Size~run~ Raiser

John Melton receives an In-Crate-Able from Liz
Vilven for choosing the winning name for our
elephant logo mascot. His name? Peanut.

This year's event was rich with entertainment
once again. Our comedian for the evening
was Vickie Shaw, who brought the house
down laughing with some of her crazy
stories that the audience identified with.

Taking time to discuss more politics with
Dolly Madison McKenna prior to the start
of the dinner is Dale Carpenter.

PJ Foster (r) get a little hug from partner
Dale Carpenter.
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Scot Hedrick (I) and Michael Yu waiting
for the 1st course to be served.

This unidentified attendee was registered by Paul Simmons prior to
the start of the event. Gene Levy is in the background.

James Lindsey (1) and Steven Sommers (c) with their guest,
Max Motley who was visiting from out Amarillo, TX.

Mel White, special guest speaker.

Patrick Ball (I), Arizona State Senator candidate Steve May (c) and Sam Collins
(r). Patrick hosted many out of state guests at this years dinner.

Standing (I to r): Ninh Dao &. Charlie Haynes. Seated
(1to r): Henry Thornton &. Robert Bliss. Ready to eat.



Page Eight

Gary J. Van Ooteghem, smiling because he
knows this is the last such event that he
will have to host as he completes his
second year as president of the club.

Rob Morris and Congressman Steve Gunderson enjoy a moment
with Judith and Neil Bland with son Bill and Michael Beard. Mr. &
Mrs. Bland are long-time members of LCR-H and were introducing
their family to Log Cabin-Houston for the first time.

Caught in front of the silent auction tables
are Orlando Zayas and Tom Mays.

Bill Green (I) and Kevin Davidson wondering
together how on earth they came to be at this party.

Jerry Atwood (seated) and Ben Whittle taking a
moment together. Jerry was once again our pianist
for the event.

Roger Matice listening to LCR
Executive Director Rich Tafel.

W. 42nd Street, Colleen and Sandy, crank out the tunes as part
of the evening's entertainment.

Marshall Maxwell (I) and John Freeman laughing
together before getting refills on their drinks.

Rich Tafel flew in from Washington, DC and was
one of the evening's keynote speakers.
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The evening's guests of honor, Rob Morris and
Congressman Steve Gunderson, take a few moments
to talk with Dalton DeHart before dinner.

Accepting an award from Gary Van Ooteghem for
Outstanding Log Cabin Republicans-Houston
Newcomer of 1996 is Ben Whittle.

Texas State Representative Debra Danburg and
Bill Bridges. Can you tell that these long-time
buds care a lot for each other?

Accepting their awards from Gay Van Ooteghem
for Outstanding Volunteers of 1996 are (I to r):
Marion E. Coleman, Liz Vilven, and Jim Vilven.

Listening intently to Congressman Steve
Gunderson and Rob Morris is Marion Coleman.

Obviously enjoying themselves are these two
lovebirds, Trudy Denny and Marion E. Coleman.

Dolly Madison McKenna and Gary Van
Ooteghem share a moment together before
the evening's activities begin.

SHAKE HANDs
WITH

PROMINENT
GAY LEADERS

Congressman Steve Gunderson (r) and Rob Morris
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187th Birthday Bash.The Second Annual Fundraising Event:

Betsy Lake, retiring
Harris County GOP
Chair, was honored
with an award for
her contribution to
human rights progress
in our community.

Entertainment was
harmonized by

W. 42nd Street.

Betsy Lake, outgoing chair of the Harris
County Republican Party, received an award of
appreciation for her many contributions over
the years in the fight toward equal civil rights.

George Greanias (I) and Bill Agosto obviously
talking about something serious.

Pictured above:
We traditionally
have a cake baked
to resemble a Log
Cabin for Lincoln's
Birthday Party.
This year, it was
baked by Three
Brothers Bakery at
MeyerJand.

Eating again are (I to r): marco Polo Arevalo, Betty
Tonnessen, and John Melton.

Listening attentively to one of the speakers that day were
(I to r): Dr. Stephanie McGhee, Trudy Denny, and a friend.

Just before the speeches began, these 3 men were found having a cup
of coffee together (I to r): Mr. Gene Levy,Gary J. Van Ooteghem, and
Jim Evans.

The late Bill Whiting was
immortalized with a
Lifetime Achievement
Award for his outstanding
contributions to human
rights progress as well. The
gala is one of two annual
fund raisers of Log Cabin
Republicans- Houston.

P-FLAGmembers are personally
welcomed by members of
LCR-Houston, Marion E.
Coleman &. Tirey Counts.

Faith and Glenn Laible. Their
smiles say alot.

As the introduction of Betsy Lake took place, this group was found over in the hallway.
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19961996 SAN DIEGO, 19961996
THER.E WAS MOR.E THAN ONE R.EPUBLICAN CONVENTION IN TOWN THAT SUMMER.!

During one of the breaks between one of the many work sessions held each day of
the convention are (standing I to r): Laird Parker, Dale Carpenter, Steve Labinski
(President, Log Cabin-Austin), Gary J. Van Ooteghem, and Phil Bourassa (President,
Log Cabin-Dallas). Sitting are JC Michelak and Tirey B. Counts, both of Houston.

Letter to GOP Convention Delegates,
Alternates, and Guests

Posing for this picture at the banquet held the evening before the
closing session of the Log Cabin Republicans 1996 San Diego convention
are (standing I to r): Gary J. Van Ooteghem, President, Log Cabin
Republicans-Houston, JC Michelak (Houston), Dale Carpenter,
President LCR-Texas,Keith Pomykal, President, LC-Turtle Creek, and
Stewart Lee, LCR-Turtle Creek. Sitting: Patrick Ball. Regional Director
ofLCR (national), Tirey B. Counts, Secretary, LCR-Texas, and Laird
Parker, VP of LCR-Texas.

•
•

We welcome your interest in our organization, Log Cabin Republicans. We are a Republican organization comprised of over 10,000 gay
(and gay-friendly) members in 55 chapters nationwide. There are five chapters located in Texas.

It is our objective to support the Republican Party and elect qualified Republican candidates to office. We believe in less government,
fiscal responsibility, and individual liberty. Log Cabin Republicans are just like you in many ways, you see. We, too, are Republicans who are
concerned about crime, taxes, and national defense, for example. We do not like excessive government, welfare abuse, or government waste.
We have more issues in common with each other than we have differences.

The new Republican Party states that it is a party of inclusion, not exclusion. It's in most published GOP literature; read it for yourself.
Many times this is called the "BigTent" concept. The idea is to have a more responsive (and representative) political organization which
encourages people of differing viewpoints and backgrounds to work together as one. This isn't as difficult as it looks, it just appears that way.
First, there must be a willingness to work together. Then, tolerance for Republicans different than you must be practiced. Finally, we must be
reasonable and compassionate when making decisions which affect others.

Log Cabin Republicans believe that the strength of the Republican Party comes from expanding our Republican political base through
inclusion and not exclusion. Haven't things gone too far when extreme elements of our party believe that only they-and people who believe
as they do-are the only true Republicans? Many of these folks are loud and tend to intimidate other Republicans into silent submission. But
being the loudest does not equate to being the most reasonable. Log Cabin Republicans support Republican issues and ideas which do not
discriminate on the undeserving and innocent.

Log Cabin Republican chapters throughout Texas look forward to working with other Republicans
to elect candidates to office and work toward a more representative Republican Party.

Log Cabin Republi(;gJ1.s-HQ1d:gon~__ ...l

THE RJGHT OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO ACJ:IJEY,EHISIHE~
BEST IS THE SOUR.CE OF OUR. NATION'S STR.ENGTHl-----------~---~--~~~--~-~:-~~:~'~~---
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Join NOW! You can make a difference!
MEMBERSHIP UW APPLICATION

Name ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Street Address _

City State Zip _

Residence Tel. Work Tel. _

Precinct, if known: Fax E-mail Address _

Enclosed is my check payable to Log Cabin Republicans-Houston 0 This is a renewal 0 This is a new membership

Membership: 0 Individual $35 0 Household $55 0 Lifetime $500 0 Life-threatening $1 0 Student $10

My Additional Contribution to Log Cabin Republicans-Houston is:

0$15 0$25 0$50 0$75 0$100 o Other

Mail To: Log Cabin Republicans-Houston· P.O. Box 131104·Houston, Tx. 77219-1104·(713)529-9100 . (713)524-8955 FAX
Log Cabin Republicans-Houston Does Not Make its Membership list available to non- Log Cabin organizations.

For Office Use Only: Check# Date Rec'd: Mem. Exp. Date: Mem.#
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FRONT:
Pictorial of our attendance at the ~
Houston Pride Parade "Glowing
With Pride" 1997

BACK:
N-E-W-$ R-E-L-E-A-$-E
State President addresses our
endorsement of Georg~
Greanias for the 1997
Mayoral race

Local & National News

Editer
Jeramie J. Schroeder

Contributors
Dale Carpenter
Leslie Ramsay
Chris Renquist

Photographs
Dick Evans

OfficCl's
Ben Whittle
President

J.C. Michelak
Vice President

Leslie Ramsay
Secretary

Betty Tonnessan
Treasurer

Weston Anderson & Marco Roberts

City Council Candidate
Annice Parker

& Kathy Hubbard

~lla."kCalendars Now!
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city government.
The Log Cabin Republicans "Unlike the other cT----..:.

of Houston became the first candidates in the race for l----J
gay organization to endorse a mayor, Greaniashas a /)
candidate in Houston's proven record of /
mayoral race by backing conservatism on city
former city controller George budgetary and financial
Greanias at a meeting on matters," said Ed Inderwish,
August 25. Greanias won the co-chair of Log Cabin's
endorsement after he assured screening committee, which
the gay GOP group of his fiscal interviewed candidates for
conservatism and pledged mayor.
support for a range of In his screening session
initiatives related to civil rights with Log Cabin, Greanias
for gays. pledged that he would work

"I talk the Republican talk to build support for a
and walk the Republican nondiscrimination ordinance
walk," Greanias told cheering protecting gays from bias on
Log Cabin members at the the job and an ordinance
endorsement meeting. "And extending health benefits to
I'malso a social moderatewho the same sex domestic
wants to see everyone partners of city employees.
included in the life of the city," Log Cabin chose Greanias
he added. Calling himself a over two other mayoral
fiscal conservative; Greanias candidates who
cited his well publicized battles sought the group's
as city controller to make the end 0 r s e men t .
city councii and the mayor Greanias, of the
more financially accountable candidates present
to taxpayers. Greanias, wtlo- .e. the screening,
voted in the 1996 Republican received the
primary, also told the group highest score, an
that he would hold the line on 84 out of a possible ..
taxes and cut back waste in1 00.

~ h~DALE CARPENTER I

I ~Wtite-Ins Welcome ~ I

~~ --~i"Q
: )
Q.
~.

==
Log Cab'lll-
Houston
P.O. Box 131104' Houston, Tx 77219-11 04' 713.529.9100
Fax: 713.524.8955· e-mail: jeramie21 @hotmail.com

Address Correction Requested

I
Ben Whittle leading a

discussion group.

State members with
Representative Jim Kolbe

from Arizona.


