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Log Cabin Prospects in
Dallas-Fort Worth Looking Up

State lCR Officials Hail Merger of Two
Chapters and Selection of Dallas for

1998 National Convention

Recent developments in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area signal the potential for a
much bigger and more effective Log

Cabin effort there, Texas Log Cabin officials
said. These developments include the merger of the two existing
Dallas chapters-the Log Cabin Republicans of Dallas and the
Turtle Creek Republicans-and the selection of Dallas as the site of
the 1998 Log Cabin National Convention.

On August 23, the Turtle Creek Republicans and Log Cabin-
Dallas agreed to merge after two-and-a-half years of separation. The
group will undergo a revision of its bylaws and will elect new offi-
cers in the near future. "There's no doubt Dallas is the center of Log
Cabin's attention right now," said State President Dale Carpenter.
"The city has a large, organized, and mostly conservative gay pop-
ulation. There's no reason our new, unified Dallas chapter shouldn't
be the largest in the nation." Carpenter pledged the support of the
state organization in helping to develop Log Cabin's full potential in
the Metroplex, including the possibility of starting a Fort Worth
chapter.

As the most populous metropolitan area in Texas, the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex is an important political battleground. As the
home of many religious right organizations, like the Texas Eagle
Forum and the Texas Christian Coalition, the Metroplex is a par-
ticularly vital pivot point in Republican politics.

Log Cabin-Dallas President James Campbell reports that the new
unified chapter has already made great strides in a number of direc-
tions. Its first annual "Grand Ol' Party," held August 23, with the
theme and purpose of "Changing the Party one party at a time,"
was attended by Dallas City Councilman John Loza, Texas' first
openly gay Republican elected official. The event, also attended by
Carpenter and LCR National Board Member Patrick Ball, was a
resounding success, exceeding expected attendance and generating
both new memberships and renewals at the recently introduced level
of "President's Circle." Campbell credits the hosts of the party for
the use of their home, the host committee, and party chairwoman

(I-r) David Hill with Dallas city councilman John loza,
guest of honor at Dallas' Grand 01' Party.

Lin Holmes Ford, whose time and expertise allowed
the group to bask in the glow of success.

Other attendees at the soiree included Dallas P-
FLAG Co-President Pat Stone, and Women's
Community Association Executive Director Christine
Jarosz. Log Cabin-Dallas is cultivating partnerships
with both of these groups as part of its effort to focus
on common ground within the community.

Earlier in the day, Carpenter led a grassroots semi-
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A calendar of upcoming events and dates significant to Log Cabin-Texas
members (date, times and locations subject to change).

October
12 - National Coming Out Day at Texas State Fair, Dallas.
14 - San Antonio chapter meeting and social gathering.

6:00 p.m. Followed by dinner. Call 210-828-8899 for location.
25 - State Steering Committee meeting in Dallas. EI Ranchito Cafe,

610 W. Jefferson. 12 noon lunch, 1-5 p.m. meeting. All state
Log Cabin members are welcome. Call Dale Carpenter at (713)
758-3293 by October 23 to make a reservation for lunch. Cost
of lunch will be approximately $15-$20 per person.

25 - Dallas chapter fundraiser for Dallas precinct initiative. Time in
evening and location to be announced. Call (214) 946-7514 for
information. All are invited.

27 - Houston chapter meeting. 6:30 p.m. social, 7:00 p.m. meeting.
Renata's Restaurant, 2006 Lexington.

27 - Dallas chapter meeting. 7:00 p.m. social, 7:30 p.m.
meeting/dinner. Cafe Society restaurant, 4514 Travis.

30 - Austin chapter meeting. 7 p.m. social, 8 p.m. dinner. Tres
Amigos Restaurant, 38 St. and Medical.

)
SEND CORRESPONDENCE TQ:
Log Cabin Republicans of Texas
Post Office Bo~0402
Austin Te;as 78763-0402 V
(512) 467-9797

November
4 - Houston city election. Vote!

11 - San Antonio chapter meeting and social gathering. 6:00 p.m.
Followed by dinner. Call 210-828-8899 for location.

14 - Elegant Elephant III, a Houston Chapter annual
dinnerlfundraiser. Rep. Jim Kolbe Ariz. to be featured speaker.
Houston Center Club, 1100 Caroline (at Lamar), 6:30pm cock-
tails and silent auction, 7:30pm dinner. Call Ben Whittle at
(713) 662-5421 for times and tickets.

15 - Austin Grassroots Training Session. Call (512) 916-3236 for
time and place.

20 - Austin chapter meeting. 7 p.m. social, 8 p.m. dinner. Tres
Amigos Restaurant, 38th St. and Medical.

24 - Houston chapter meeting. 6:30 p.m. social, 7:00 p.m. meeting.
Renata's Restaurant, 2006 Lexington.

24 - Dallas chapter meeting. 7:00 p.m. social, 7:30 p.m.
meeting/dinner. Cafe Society restaurant, 4514 Travis.

December
6 - Dallas Holiday Party. Location and time to be announced. Call

(214) 946-7514.
9 - San Antonio chapter meeting and social gathering. 6:00 p.m.

Followed by dinner. Call 210-828-8899 for location.
25 - Ho! o! Ho!

-
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President's Message

Stop Whining and
Get Involved

precinct and to attend his or her precinct meeting on the night
of the March 1998 primary. The importance of doing this can-
not be emphasized enough. So many of us sit and complain
about the "religious right" but do nothing. The only way main-
stream Republicans are going to regain control of the GOP is to
work at the grassroots level the way the radicals have. It's not
hard to do: it simply takes commitment. Precinct training ses-
sions have already been held in Austin and Dallas, and will soon
be held in Houston. We will need volunteers to assist in this
effort in every city and we will need money. The deadline to file
to run for precinct chairman is January 2. Don't let this date slip
by. Contact grassroots organizers in your local chapter of Log
Cabin and get involved.

Second, we must support Republican
candidates who share our beliefs in lim-
ited government and individual liberty
for all of our citizens. Getting really
involved means giving generously of our
time and money to help gay-friendly
Republicans win, particularly in the
Republican primary coming up in March
1998. Remember, whoever wins the
Republican primary in Harris or Dallas
counties, or at the state level, is very like-
ly to win office against a Democrat chal-
lenger in November 1998. Attend local
Log Cabin meetings and find out how
you can get involved in supporting the
candidates we endorse.
We know we can be successful. In 1996,

Log Cabin elected more than two dozen gay or gay friendly
precinct chairmen in Harris County. We elected even more dele-
gates to the state convention. We ousted a religious right stal-
wart from his party position. We elected a Republican judge
who stood up for fairness and equality for gay citizens, even
after she was attacked by bigots for accepting Log Cabin's
endorsement. But we must do more.

If you want real representation in Austin, if you want to take
back our party from the radicals, if you want to extend civil
rights to gay Texans, if you really believe that limited govern-
ment and individual liberty are the birthright of all Americans,
we need you to get involved now. If you don't, we don't want
to hear your whining.

Iget tired of hearing people, especially Republicans or former
Republicans, complain about the "religious right" control of
the GOP. Every time you hear it, ask that person: What have
you done about it? Chances are, not much.

Republicans control Texas and we must face that fact. Last
November, Republicans won every single statewide race in
Texas. The GOP now holds 20 of 29 statewide offices and is
poised to take more in 1998. In 1996, the Democrats lost more
ground in the state House of Representatives. And the GOP now
has a majority in the Texas Senate, the first such majority since
the 1870's.

For a gay community that wants to enact hate crimes legisla-
tion, protection from employment discrimination, and a repeal
of the state sodomy law, among other
things, this change in the political land-
scape is ominous. The Texas GOP, by
and large, has been actively hostile to any
legislative initiatives protecting the basic
civil rights of gays. No one seriously
doubts anymore that Texas is a
Republican state. The only question is,
what do those who support civil rights
for gay women and men do about it?

There are two choices. One choice is to
hide our heads in the sand. This has been
the approach of most gay civil rights
organizations in this state, including the
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas
(LGRL). LGRL and similar liberal
groups continue to concentrate their
resources and strategies on Democrats even though Republicans
now control the Texas Senate and the Governor's mansion. The
result of this strategy is that we have not passed any gay-friend-
ly legislation. Our supposed gay representatives in Austin are at
least ten years behind the times. And when Republicans take
control of the Texas House of Representatives, it's going to get
even worse for this strategy.

The other option is the path Log Cabin must take, with or
without the cooperation of these liberal gay groups. Log Cabin,
and its members and supporters around the state, must do two
things.

First, every member of Log Cabin should consider it a per-
sonal responsibility to run for precinct chairman in his or her

First, every member of
Log Cabin should

consider it a personal
responsibility to run for

precinct chairman in his or
her precinct and to attend
his or her precinct meeting

on the night of
the March 1998 primary.
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Emphasis in Austin on
Membership Drives

by Steve Labinski (Austin Chapter President)

In July, Log Cabin-Austin members got together to honor
Sen. Barry Goldwater. We had a nice turn-out, and everyone
enjoyed meeting one another. LCR-Austin intends to hold
social events every' two or three months that are free to mem-
bers, and $5 for non-members. We also held a party at Louie's
106 Tampa Bar and Restaurant in September.

This Summer we also began recruiting members to our
Precinct Initiative. Learn about how you can participate in the
primary process to successfully counter the evangelical conser-
vatives in the Republican Party. We will have a free seminar on
Saturday, November 15 for new recruits.

The Austin chapter is implementing its Fall membership
drive. If you have thought about joining LCR, now is the time!
We can set a record for dues-paid members this year with your
help.

Log Cabin members are invited to help the group in its new
committees Political Affairs, Social, Membership,
Fundraising, Events, and Administration. Call Steve Labinski at
512-482-8064 for more information. As a team, we intend to
make 1998 our best year ever.

AUSTIN CHAPTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (512) 916-3236 Fax: (512) 482-8397

E-mail address:lcraustin@labnet.com

continued from page 1

nar, which focused on filling Dallas County's many empty
precinct chairmanships with Republican gay and gay-friendly
chairmen, following the strategies of Houston's successful
efforts. The seminar attracted some new members, and with
Log Cabin-Dallas' own significant number of precinct chair-
men and ongoing outreach efforts, positions the group to
make significant gains in the spring elections. Longtime Log
Cabin member and State Steering Committee member Stanley
Aten will serve as grassroots drive chairman.

If all that were not enough to stir excitement in Big D, the
city was also chosen as site of the Log Cabin National
Convention for 1998. The selection follows more than a year

continued on page 7
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San Antonio to Monitor
Judicial Races

by Michael McGowan (San Antonio Chapter President)

The primary season is coming and Log Cabin-San Antonio
intends to have an impact. Fortunately, Bexar County is now a
mature two-party locale so nearly all races are contested. The

chapter will be making recommenda-
tions in most, if not all, these prima-
ry races. However, our emphasis will
be on the judicial races. Because gays
and lesbians have critical life issues
that are now more often the subject
of litigation and legal review, we need
to have a presence with the local judi-
ciary. The best way to have a presence
is to be involved in the election
process. There are 13 district court
posts, nine county court-at-law seats,
and two probate benches on the bal-
lot. Because debate among the candi-
dates is limited by the Code of
Judicial Conduct, the presence of
more high profile non-judicial con-
tests on the ballot, and the inherent
media disinterest regarding these
races, there is an opportunity for us
to make a difference.
Also on the political front, Bob Bell,
our chapter secretary, will be taking
the lead in an attempt to unseat a far-
right legislator, John Shields, State

Representative, District 122, and replace him with a mainstream
Republican.

In other chapter news, we recently established three new oper-
ating committees: newsletter, publicity, and an as yet unnamed
political action unit. The newsletter committee will be working on
production of our first issue in coming months. By wider dissemi-
nation than just membership, we expect to have regular communi-
cation with other Republican groups. The publicity committee will
be placing advertisements in San Antonio publications to raise the
awareness of Log Cabin in the community. We will use the
Current, a weekly aimed at those interested in politics and the arts,
and the Marquise, a widely disseminated gay monthly. The idea
for these advertisements and their initial placements are being paid
for by our member Curtis Johnson. The political action committee
will be raising funds and/or making endorsements.

On September 13, we co-sponsored a fund-raiser, "Fiesta del
Jardin," for the San Antonio Equal Rights Political Caucus. They
are working, with Log Cabin support, to change the San Antonio
City Code to provide for domestic partnership benefits.

San Antonio Chapter
President Michael
McGowan.

SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER
CONTACT INFORMATION

Phone: Michael McGowen(210) 828-8899
E-mail address:cyclist@earthlink.net
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Houston Active in Local
Elections, Ballot Issue

Houston Chapter President Ben Whittle (center)

by Ben Whittle (Houston Chapter President)

This summer has proven to be an active period for
the Houston Chapter. During June, we held our first
new member social and three new members joined the
organization at the event. Our next new member
social is tentatively scheduled in October. To contin-
ue to fuel new growth, we are in the process of final-
izing a membership drive during the fourth quarter of
the year to provide a solid base for the organization in
1998. In addition, in June the organization partici-
pated in the first night time Pride Parade with twenty
members marching in our first entry in a number of
years.

In July, seven members attended the National
Convention in Washington, D.C. and the Houston
membership unanimously approved the proposed
amendments to the bylaws of the State organization.

In August, the Houston Chapter screened candidates
for Mayor and provided a forum at our August meet-
ing for all candidates to address the membership. We
closed our August meeting by endorsing George
Greanias for Mayor, a decision that made headlines in
the Houston Chronicle City Council candidates were
also screened and addressed our membership in
September. At that meeting we voted to support the

Houston Civil Rights Initiative, a November ballot
proposal that would end the city's affirmative action
program in contracting and employment.

The vote to support the anti-affirmative action mea-
sure came after Log Cabin members listened to an
impassioned debate between Edward Blum, chief
sponsor of the measure, and city council member Jew
Don Boney, an opponent of the initiative.

"We believe in equal rights for all, regardless of sex
or skin color or sexual orientation," said Log Cabin-
Houston member Ed Inderwish. "Government should
not be in the business of giving special favors to peo-
ple because they are male or female, black or white, or
straight or gay," he added. Our decision to support the
initiative was noted by local Republican leaders and
also made local news headlines.

We also issued endorsements in several November
city races. In city council races, we endorsed Annise
Parker for At-Large, Position 1; Chris Bell for At-
Large, Position 4; Elizabeth Spates for At-Large,
Position 5; and Ray Hill for District D. In races for
trustees of Houston Community College, we are back-
ing Carol Smith for Position 1 and Terence O'Neill for
Position 8.

HOUSTON CHAPTER
CONTACT ThWORMATION

P.O. Box 131104, Houston TX 77219-1104
Phone: (713) 529-9100

Patrick Ball presents an award to former Houston President
Gary Van Ooteghem at the 1997 LCR National Convention
(Rich Tafel at podium)
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Gay LeU Howlers
,

'

A compendium of outrageous quotes"
from our friends on the left.

The leader of an increasingly irrelevant organization shows why it is
increasingly irrelevant:

"You can go home. We don't need you here. We've got everything under
control." Dianne Hardy Garcia, executive director of the Lesbian/Gay
Rights Lobby (LGRL) explaining to State Log Cabin President Dale
Carpenter why Log Cabin members were not needed to testify at a public
legislativehearing on an employment non-discrimination bill. Hardy-Garcia
went on to say that LGRL already had testimony lined up at the hearing.

The leader of an increasingly irrelevant organization finally loses it:
"We are really in desperate need of general operating costs. Part of the

problem has been that, sadly enough, as vital as our work is, we have other
groups who claim our work, like Log Cabin Republicans, who never even
mentioned that we did all the work that we did." Dianne Hardy Garcia,
executive director of the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby, discussing why her
organization has been unable to raise funds to pay its taxes and basic oper-
ating costs. "Financial Problems BesetLGRL," The Houston Voice, August
29, 1997, p.29.

What will they think of next?:
"Lesbian Avenger Kim Donahue says murdered Avenger Caity Mahoney

loved to eat fire, a tradition among the Lesbian Avengers. 'I know that Caity
would be here with us. Maybe she's with us now,' Donahue says. 'She's a
fierce lesbian and we're going to light this for her.' Several Baltimore
Avengerspass a flame around from torch to torch, chanting 'their fire will
not consume us, we take it and make it our own' before devouring the
blaze." '''Fierce Lesbian' Remembered," The Washington Blade, July 25,
1997, p. 25, describing a memorial service for Mahoney.

Here's what they thought of next:
"Long after most people have left the memorial service, Beth Kuhns, a

Baltimore Lesbian Avenger and a good friend of Mahoney's, suggests that
the remaining women have a group scream. Kuhn says screaming releases
tension. The women, mostly Baltimore Lesbian Avengers, huddle together
and let loose three howls, each one progressively louder and longer, before
filing off to meet up again at DuPont Circle." Same source, same day, same
event.

More ranting and raving from our favorite columnist at our favorite mag-
azine:

"On a more positive note, Amanda proposes a day' of gay:celebration
declared when Ronald Reagan fina ly drools his way into oblivion. We per-
sonally will be kicking our heels in the street, and we will not feel the least
remorse 0 the tiniest need to apologize." Amanda B. Re(j;kondwithpa pseu-
donym f011gay:columnist Jeff Bray, The Texas Triangle,July 7, 1997.

Speaking of droolinr
"Returning once again to one of my favorite subjects, the ongoing saga of

the Log Cabineers, t~e saviors of t e RlepublicanBigTent. IiJ st week I noted
that the Texas GOPr,as about to elect as 'ts new head hodcho an a!}ti-gay
acti~ist [Susan :Vedl:1ington]...And all tHe time our\Ioc~1 ers~hile Log
Cabineers er:wn--WJlshmgton,pa.tI-Wgeach other on lbeJbacks [0 having
created such a fine social club back in Texas." Larry Lingle, gay columnist,
The Houston Voice, August 8, 1997, p.8.

Religions Right Howlers
,

'

A compendium 0r.0utrageous. quotes"
from our enemies on the right.

Wrong quote, wrong book, wrong philosophy:
"Conservatives tried to prevent adoption of the Texas Essential

Knowledge and Skills educational program but the State Board of
Education majority squelched every effort. Board member Donna
Ballard (R-The Woodlands) said after the meeting that Board
Chairman Jack Christie's (R-Houston) decision to block the conser-
vatives left her with only one choice: to 'quote scripture, namely,
"Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned."'" The Houston
Chronicle, July 12, 1997, p. 29A. The article went on to note that
Ballard, a notorious social conservative on the state education
board, "did not elaborate on what she meant, but the passage she
cited is not found in the Bible." Instead, the quote is a paraphrase
from a play written by William Congreve in 1700.

Another Biblical scholar holds forth on his favorite subject:
"Thank God that the Republican Party has the guts to stand up

with its platform in the face of liberalism, political correctness and
the slippery downward sliding towards widespread, corporate
immorality in America to denounce homosexuality, which is sick,
evil, perverse, repulsive, the vehicle for the transmission of disease
including AIDS, etc., etc. [sic] (I could go on and on), and has
ZERO redeeming social value." James Randall, vice -chair of the
Travis County Republican Party, from an e-mail message to Austin
Chapter President Steve Labinski, July 11, 1997 (emphasis original).
Randall may be reached for comment at his e-mail address, jbran-
dall@juno.com.

Randall's ruminations on seismography:
"In fact, cities have been destroyed for embracing this perverted

way of life. Perhaps if San Francisco drops off into the Pacific
Ocean, America and all the deviants God spares will wake up to
reality by renouncing and repenting of [sic] participation in, or
silent acquiescence to, this dispicable [sic] practice." Same author,
same source, same grammar.

Randall identifies his addiction:
"The Republican Party is defined by a heckuva lot more than a

statement about homosexuality in the platform. Thank God! That
we have to waste any paper and ink and bandwidth [sic][?] on this
deviant sexual perversion is a tragedy; however, Republicans will
not be silent on the issue. We have sic], and we will can inue to 1:10
so." Same author, same source.

Dianne Hardy-Garcia, call your office:
"By the way, everyone knows (0 should know) that the objec-

tive of the Log Cabin 'Republicans' is not the election of
Republicans, but the promotion of homosexuality. The is D;,luch
documented open su port and sympath for democrats [sic] (ftom
st,te representative axey [sic] to ~resident klinton [sic])' y LCR
members and officers .. .It i unbelierable that they call themselves
Rlpublicans. That is f fant~sy wortHy of a fairy tale." Same autHor,
same saurce. Randall dl1not produce any of his 'a0~ menta-
tion."
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Precinct Efforts Underway in
Austin, Dallas, and Houston

With the March 1998 Republican primary just five months away,
Log Cabin members in Austin, Dallas, and Houston are gearing up for
a major effort to elect gay and gay-friendly precinct chairs in their
areas. A similar effort in Houston in 1996 netted more than two dozen
precinct chair victories.

Seminars on precinct organizing were held in Austin in June and in
Dallas in August. Houston members signed up to volunteer for the
Harris County effort at the group's September meeting. The efforts
will also train members to lead their precinct conventions and get
themselves elected as delegates to the state convention to be held next
summer. Leaders of the effort in each of the cities stressed the need for
mainstream Republicans to get involved at the grassroots level again
after years of activity by anti-gay, far-right groups.

For more information, or to get involved, contact the chapters in
each of the cities.

Log Cabin-Texas Members
Honored at National Convention

Three members of Log Cabin-Texas were honored with Grassroots
Leadership Awards at the Log Cabin National Convention held in
Washington, D.C. in August. Steve Labinski, President of Log Cabin
Austin and Political Affairs Director for Log Cabin-Texas, received an
award for his work in lobbying elected officials. Gary Van Ooteghem,
former President of Log Cabin-Houston, received an award for his role

continued from page 4
of lobbying by Log Cabin-Texas
members to bring the conven-
tion to Texas and strenuous
efforts by Patrick Ball and
Turtle Creek President Keith
Pomykal to present a competi-
tive bid. Dallas beat out a chal-
lenge from Philadelphia to be
the 1998 host city. This marks
the second time in six years that
the national convention has
been held in a Texas city. The
1992 convention was held in
Houston.

"For Log Cabin to come to
Dallas, the hotbed of far right
organizing in Texas, is a signifi-
cant sign that we intend to
spread the message of equality in every corner of the coun-
try," said Carpenter after the selection was announced.

in making the Houston chapter one of the largest and fastest growing
Log Cabin chapters in the nation. State President Dale Carpenter
received an award for his leadership of the Texas state organization
and particularly his fight to secure a booth at the state GOP conven-
tion in June 1996.

Carpenter Elected to National
Board as Regional Director

State President Dale Carpenter was elected to the National Board of
the Log Cabin Republicans at the group's national convention in
August. Carpenter was elected by the unanimous vote of the presidents
for each of the chapters in Region 6, which covers Texas, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, and Colorado. Carpenter's term lasts until the next
national convention to be held in Dallas in August, 1998.

State ByLaws Revisions Approved
All five chapters of the state organization approved the amendments

to the state bylaws that were sent to LCR-Texas members in May. The
revisions clarify several matters related to the state organization, spell
out the duties of state officers, and give greater autonomy to local
chapters. The revisions in the Bylaws are the first since 1994. A copy
of the revised state bylaws is available upon request from the state sec-
retary, Tirey Counts.

"We're not ceding any ground
to the anti-gay elements in our
party and that's all there is to
it. "
Other Log Cabin-Dallas events
have included a Passport Party
to kick off Gay Pride Weekend,
the group's first-ever entry in
the Alan Ross Texas Freedom
Parade, sponsorship of Six Flags
Over Texas Gay Day, sponsor-
ship of a Log Cabin-Dallas team
for October's AIDS Walk,
advertising sponsorship of
National Coming Out Day, and
playing host to the quarterly
LCR-Texas Steering Committee
meeting.

DALLAS CHAPTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: James Campbell (214) 946-7514.

[l-r] Log Cabin Republicans-Dallas president James Campbell
with party host Craig Clark and guest Joe Soto
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Our time has come ... Join Now!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name _

Street Address _

City State ____________ Zip _

Residence Tel. Work Tel. _

D ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $35.00 PAYABLE TO LOG CABIN REpUBLICANS OF TEXAS
FOR MY ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP.

o AUSTIN 0 DALLAS 0 HOUSTON o SAN ANTONIO 0 AT-LARGE

Mail To: Log Cabin Republicans ofTexas, Post Office Box 50402, Austin, Texas 78763-0402
LOG CABIN TEXAS DOES NOT MAKE ITSMEMBERSHIP LISTAVAILABLE TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.
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New LCR President Analyzes State Run-off
Elections, Suggests Future Strategy
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Log Cabin
T e x a s

by Steve Labinski

Introduction and Summary:
The way I see it, all the religious conservatives lost state-wide races.

think that the Democrats will be hard pressed to win any of these races in
Novemeber. A Republican Attorney General in Texas will be a truly his-
toric event.

We see that there will be much action in the Texas Legislature next
Spring. The religious conservatives have singled out the Texas House as
the place to implement their initiatives.

To pro-actively counter this, LCR!fexas has reinvigorated its PAC, and
plans to hire a lobbyist for the Spring legislative session. If you live in a
district with a Republican senator or house member, you can help us by
contacting them and educating them about gay Republicans.

Overall, the Bush/establishment wing of the party won their races. We
did well in the statewide races and some local races. The social conserva-
tives made victories in selected local races, namely in the Texas House of
Representatives.

The Texas Family Association, Texas Right To Life, and the Texas
Christian Coalition are focused on winning the primaries in State
Representative races, which are in heavy Republican areas, where turnout
Are low and only highly motivated persons bothered to vote. We will see
several instances of this, namely in Houston.

Why is this? If you read the "Voter's Guides" for these groups, we see
that their critical issues are passing a marriage-definition bill, disallowing
gays and lesbians to retain child custody or have adoption rights. They are
also focused on passing a bill requiring minors to receive parental notifica-
tion, and to repeal the state's no-fault divorce laws.

The place to make this happen is in the Texas House of Representatives.
Anyway, first the good news:
Attorney General: John Cornyn trounced Barry Williamson 57.9% to

42.1 %. Anyone who watched the two debate easily saw Williamson
become the Emperor who wore no clothes. (Is that the right analogy?)
Williamson insisted on running on issues like fighting crime, and stronger
sentencing. This is a shame, because the office handles almost purely civil
law. In Texas, criminal prosecution is up to the county district attorney.

Plus, I like John Cornyn. I think he is very distinguished, has an excel-
lent resume, and very intelligent. I hope that Log Cabin can be a resource

for his campaign in the general and for the AG office. Court of Criminal
Appeals - place 1 and 2 were in runoffs. For you neophytes - this is the
highest court in the state to appeal criminal law. We may see this court
make a verdict on 21.06 sometime, so it is certainly relevant to any gay
man and lesbian in Texas. Both victors fall in the mainstream Republican
category. Mike Keasler from Dallas defeated Vicki Isaacks, who had the
endorsement of several religious conservatives.

Cheryl Johnson of Austin narrowly defeated Harvey Hudson. Kelton
and I met Cheryl Johnson at a recent Republican meeting. We didn't dis-
cuss gay issues, but she made it clear that she was a big tent Republican.

US Representatives :
Two Houston area US House races had primaries. District 9, which is

held by freshman Democrat Nick Lampson stretches from Clear Lake City
to the Beaumont/Port Arthur coasts. The seat trends Democrat, which is
fortunate because the winner of today's primary is ex-SREC rep Tom
Cottar. Cottar has stellar credentials in the religious conservative area. He
chaired the committee that wrote the social issues section of the current
Texas Republican Party platform. [The platform mentions homosexuality
NINE times, I believe, and never in a flattering manner]

Nick Lampson defeated controversial Republican Steve Stockman in

see COVER page 3
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A Calendar of upcoming events and dates significant to Log Cabin-Texas
Members. Dates. times and locations subject to change.

MAY
TBA
8
18

Tarrant County/Fort Worth event.
Dallas Happy Hour. 6 p.m. at the Hideaway.
Austin Patron Dinner Party. 6:30 p.m .. Castle Hill Restaurant
(5th and Baylor). Tickets: $100 per person (covers dinner).
Call Ronnie Bounds at (512) 371-3585 for more information.
Dallas Chapter. Memorial Day Observed. No Chapter Meeting.
Austin General Meeting. 7 p.m .. Tres Amigos Restaurant
(38th and Lamar). Call Ronnie Bounds (512) 371-3585 for
more information.

25
28

JUNE
6 Austin Gay-Pride-Day. Fiesta Gardens (East of IH 35 and

Cesar Chavez.
San Antonio Chapter Meeting and Gay Pride Planning. For
location call (210) 828-8899.
Dallas Chapter Happy Hour. Location TBA.
San Antonio Gay Pride Parade and Picnic
Dallas Chapter Meeting. 6:30 p.m. at downtown EI Fenix.
Austin General Meeting. 7 p.m .. Tres Amigos Restaurant
(38th and Lamar). Call Ronnie Bounds at (512) 371-3585.

9

12
13
22
25

JULY
4 Austin Taven Guild Gay Pride Picnic. Waterloo Park (15th

and Red River. Call Ronnie Bounds at (512) 371-3585 for
information.
Dallas Chapter Happy Hour. 6 p.m. Location TBA.

San Antonio Chapter Meeting. For more information. call
828-8899.
Dallas Chapter Meeting. 6:30 p.m. at downtown EI Fenix.
Austin General Meeting. 7 p.m .• Tres Amigos Restaurant
(38th and Lamar). Call Ronnie Bounda at (512) 371-3585
for more information.

10
14

27
30



officeholders are simply unaware that there are gay Republicans. Certainly,
some legislators have an amazing laser-beam focus on

homosexuality ...like Rep. Warren Chisum. For most, gays and gay
issues are off their radar screen. But, we, as Log Cabin Republicans have
an opportunity to continue turning away the tide of zealotry, and advance
the democratic principles of freedom established by the Founding Fathers.

Typically,most LCR "activists" reside in the traditional Democrat neigh-
borhoods of Montrose, Oak Lawn, or the city of Austin. If you live in
North Dallas or Tarrant County, outer Houston, or perhaps in the coun-
try, go to the next Log Cabin general meeting in your area. Find out how
we are demonstrating to mainstream elected Republicans that they have
constituents who are gay Republicans.

This is an election year. You can write a letter, organize a coffee at some-
one's home, meet the candidate in their neighborhood field office. A cam-
paign contribution of even $30 will help. LCR meeting dates are listed
inside this newsletter. Our chapters throughout Texas have the potential
to easily double in size, and significantly help elect Republicans who
understand and advocate equal rights for all individuals. It depends on
what you do after reading this page.
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Whither Fundamentalism?
by STEVE LABINSKI

Can it be any more clear? Every social conservative Texas Republican
running for a state-wide position lost their primary. The percentage of this
element of voters is evidenced through the 29% culled by Tom Pauken's
Attorney General race.

Our state is electing mainstream Republicans. Winning candidates
vocalize the unifying issues of better education, low taxes, and safe streets.
Everyone realizes this except the religious conservative elements who cur-
rently run the Texas Republican Party apparatus, and who are desperately
moving to influence the Texas House of Representatives. This year, the
Religious Right is still so ingrained, that it is highly likely that the state
convention will simply be an opportunity for them to update the party's
manifesto, and repopulate their element as state-level party officers. This
element has marginalized itself, and everyone knows it.
. The Gap must reach out minorities. This means appealing to women,

blacks, hispanics, as well as to gays and lesbians. But exactly how can
Republicans appeal to gay and lesbian voters? It does not mean the Gap
has to create a "spoils system", as the Democrat Party has traditionally
treated minority groups.

Believe it or not, the situation is that most mainstream Republican

COVER from paget

199652% to 47% even after Stockman spent $1.8 million. I can't imag-
ine Tom Cottar having financial resources likes it that anyway.

District 25:
Remember when Dolly Madison McKenna tried to defeat Rep. Ken

Benson. This is the 25th. In this Republican primary, John Sanchez
defeated ex-Democrat Beverly Clark, who enjoyed the strong support of
religious conservatives. Many Republicans think winning this seat is
doable. And the Houston Chronicle seemed to indicate that Sanchez was
not enthusiastic about religious conservative issues.

State Reps Dist 16 - Open seat in Conroe.
Conroe attorney Ruben Hope defeated Montgomery management con-

sultant Ray Provencher 58/42. According to the Lone Star Report,
Provencher actively sought religious conservative support, so Hope may be
okay. Also, Hope did not respond to the Texas Eagle Forum questionnaire,
which is a good sign. Hope is unopposed in the General election, so he
will be sworn in January.

State Rep Dist 51 - Austin (Held by Democrat Glen Maxey)
LCR/Austin member Fred Ebner handily defeated Roger Settler. Third

place finisher David "The Breadrnan" Blakely, who is staunchly anti-gay,
endorsed Settler. As far as I know, this is the first time an openly gay
Republican has won a Republican primary in Texas. Good job, Fred!

State Rep, Dist 64 - Denton County, heavy Republican

Lake Dallas veterinarian Ronny Crownover defeated Flower Mound
attorney Donna Morris 59/41. Morris had more support from the Gap
old guard. Establishment, which I would look on favorably. So I would
consider this election a loss. Crownover has no Democrat opponent, so he
will definitely be sworn in January.

State Rep Dist 98 - Ft.Worth/Southlake - Heavy Republican
A very interesting race, and a ray of sunlight. Incumbent Republican

Keller physician recruiter Vivki Truitt defeated Nancy Moffat 61/39.
Astonishingly, Truitt was one of the few Republicans to say in the Texas
Eagle Forum voters guide that the state Hate Crimes law should be
expanded to include sexual orientation.

State Rep Dist 129 - Houston/Deer Park:
The Steve Hotze machine endorsed Deer Park businessman John Davis,

who defeated more moderate Pasadena businessman J.J. Isbell 64/38.
Hotze's Conservative Republican's of Harris County have succeeded in
making the Houston primaries produce the most religious conservatives.
Davis will vie for an open seat that is traditionally Republican. I would call
this race a loss for the moderates.
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Dallas Hostess With the Mostess
Log Cabin Republicans-Dallas (LCR-D) has hosted several suc-

cessful events this spring. We are building up a great track record
on our way hosting the National Log Cabin Convention August
14th-17th.

On Saturday May 2nd in Dallas at the Club Room of Twenty-
One Turtle Creek, LCR-D Member Michael Stevens hosted the
kick-off fundraiser for the Dallas '98 Convention Committee. At
this well-attended event, LCR-D Member and Dallas City
Councilman John Loza officially welcomed the Convention to
Dallas. He said how proud he was that Dallas was chosen as the
site for the National Convention. He felt it appropriate that Log
Cabin Republicans-Dallas should be the host chapter for the
National Convention because in the last year and a half the chap-
ter has become a real political force in the city of Dallas. As an
example of this, he pointed to our Judicial Candidate Forum in
February at which 15 judicial candidates or their representatives
appeared and asked for our votes.

He also noted intelligent participation by the many Log Cabin
Members in attendance.

The Dallas '98 Convention Committee, Chaired by Patrick
Ball, who was in Arizona promoting the convention, and Vice
Chair Keith Pomykal, would like to thank to all those who gen-
erously contributed to the fund raiser.

Among those were Marvin Collins, Colin Connery, Bob
Lindsley, John Skelton, Lin Ford, Ed Freeman, Michael Flusche,
and Paul Rodgers. We would like to welcome new members
Mike Crittenden and Matt Bobula.

During the evening, Keith Pomykal and LCR-D President
James Campbell emphasized the importance of registering for
the Convention as soon as possible and passed out copies of the
registration form. Additional copies of the registration form are
still available from Keith and James. They also encouraged
Members to sign up for the various committees that will be help-
ing to run the Convention. Among those committees is
Registration, whose enterprising members (like Craig Clark) get
first crack at meeting all those handsome delegates from around
the country.

Another important committee isthe Silent Auction Committee.
The Auction will take place during the banquet in the Venetian
Room, which is the highlight of the Convention. We need volun-
teers for this committee and also Silent Auction items for bidding.
Shipping will be available, so these items do not necessarily have to
fit into a suitcase of the out-of-town attendees. We would like to
thank LCR-D Member John Skelton for his generous donation of
a luggage set. For donations, please contact Keith Pomykal.

To add to our recent successes, Log Cabin Republicans-Dallas
is venturing into Tarrant County with a Social in May. (Time and
Day to be announced.) This will give us a chance to renew old
acquaintances (and Memberships), make new friends (and
Members), and regularly bring LCR-D activities to the social and
political calendar of Tarrant County.

In June, Fort Worth will be hosting the Texas State Republican
Convention.

We want to have Tarrant County ready to receive the over 40
Log Cabin Republican Delegates and Alternates from around the
state. We feel sure Tarrant County will give these grass roots
activists the warm welcome they deserve.

We will need all the help we can get from Members through-
. . . ~~,

out the state and nation to make this the most successful Log
Cabin National Convention ever. Get your registrations in early,
sign up for those committees, and get ready to have a hell of a
good time. See Y'all in August!

Dallas Chapter Contact Information
JanesCampbell: (214) 946-7514
For National Convention Details:
Keith Pomykal: (214) 999-5175

Log Cabin Republican/Austin Forges
Ahead With Committee-Based Model

LCR/Austin just completed a very active and successful first

quarter ofl998.
The chapter's year-long "Precinct Initiative" culminated

with the election ofl5 gay Republicans as precinct chairs
within the county party. In addition,14 gay Republicans were
named as delegates and alternates to the Republican Party's

state convention in June."

Austin Chapter
Contact Information

Phone (512) 916-3 145 Fax: (512) 236-1614
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San Antonio Chapter
Enjoys Election
Successes

San Antonio gays had a significant impact on local judicial races

in both the Republican and Democratic primaries.

A total of 14 judicial candidates (ten Democrats and four

Republicans) sought the endorsement from the San Antonio Equal

Rights Political Caucus of which Log Cabin San Antonio LCR chap-

ter president Michael McGowan is political action coordinator.

On the Republican side, three of those four won their elections.

In the one losing campaign (Luirjen/Barreralthe endorsement was

not an issue.

Significantly, in the one campaign in which it was an issue, M'liss

Christian narrowly defeated the socially conservative, religious right

incumbent Ray Adams for the Republican nomination for County

Court #6.

Judge Adams, who is well-known for wearing an oversized silver

cross in court outside his robes, raised the issue of the gay endorse-
ment on Christian on radio talk show interviews.

Ironically, the stunning landslide victory of Mario Del Prado over

incumbent Terry McDonald, for the Democratic nomination for
DistrictCourt # 186, should have the most positive impact for

Republican gays here.

Judge McDonald is so reviled in the gay community that many

gay Republicans have been crossing over to Democratic primaries
for the last two election cycles in attempts to defeat him.

Republican primaries in the future should expect more gay and les-

bian participation.

We will again be a co-sponsor for the Gay Pride events June 13.
There will be a noon parade to the Alamo followed by a picnic at

Travis Park. Y'all come.

SanAntonio Chapter Contact Information
Mike McGowan, (210) 828-8899

Web:http://home.earthlink.netl -cyclist/
Pride Parade and PicnicWeb:http://mem-

bers.aol.com/teref3/pridesa.htm

Houston Sets Ambitious
Membership, Dues Goals

Several years ago the Houston LCR Chapter was within striking

distance of being the largest club within Log Cabin Republicans.

The Membership Committee's goals have been set high again in an
attempt to reach the number two position before year's end; and

then to reach the number one spot by the end of the year 1999.

Houston has also revisited its dues structure and its membership has
approved the elimination of two classes of memberships: Family (a/k/a

Household) and Student memberships. Because of how the club had
to payout full-fare dues payments (state and national) for each of these
two classes of memberships, the club only netted $5 from each $55

Household membership and actually lost $15 for each $10 Student
membership. The remaining three classes of memberships are Regular

($35), Life-Threatening ($1), and Life-Time ($500 or more). The club

has postponed until next month the matter of raising annual dues on

regular memberships to something higher than $35/year.
Log Cabineers are also attempting to locate and recruit other

Republican moderates to assist in the fight against the, religious
right at the next battle to be waged in early May electing Senatorial

District leadership as well as working within the Harris County

Republican Party Executive Committee. This will be attempted by

the recently elected precinct chairs, many of whom are Log Cabin

folks, or our friends. Beyond that, we are planning on bringing

back our speakers progra wherein we have a different but notable

Republican speaker at each of our monthly general membership

meetings for the rest of the year,
Finally, we are in the early planning stages for our annual fund

raiser, Elegant Elephant - 98.

Houston Chapter Contact Information
P.O. Box I 3 I 104

Houston, TX 77219-1 104
(713) 529-9100 fax (713) 524-8955
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GAY LEFT HOWLERS
•• A compendium of outrageous quotes, ,

from our friends on the left.

The leader of an increasingly irrelevant, supposedly non-partisan, organization
finally spills the beans:

Sour Grapes
"It appears that Blanchard doesn't think there is a connection between
arts funding and ...[gay rights}. He jokingly admits that "non-gay issues"
like abortion, immigration, [boycotting} grapes, animal rights, affirmative
action should not be "committed" to the lesbian/gay civil rights move-
ment. Obviously, Blanchard has been blinded by his close association with
the very same groups whose mission is to destroy the civil rights of les-
bian/gay people in this country ...
Blanchard's ...comments about affirmative action and boycotting grapes are ... the
same (as) the oppressive right ... "

.Brad Veloz of the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center in the Texas
Triangle, April 2. Velozand other Esperanza people refused to support the
proposed amendm~nt to extend San Antonio's non-discrimination ordi-
nance to gay and lesbian city employees because because some of the gay
leaders- including Blanchard-who lobbied to get the Council to con-
sider the amendment, oppose public funding of the arts.

Grapes of wrath
"Blanchard does not know that I come from a hard working migrant "
farm-working family whose lives were shaped by the crop season that put
food on his table. For him to ...[oppose} the "grape boycott" is an affont ..."
Valoz again, "responding to Rob Blanchard who said the grape boycott-
like arts funding, affirmative action, abortion, animal rights, etc.-is not
a gay issue.

What, you again?
"It is my opinion that Blanchard's white privilege status allows him to
attack those of us who have been in the front lines of the battle for human
rights which includes arts funding. The arts that serve as the thread that
weaves through issues of race, class, gender and sexuality [sic}." Valoz
again.

Historically marginalized Bean soup
"It doesn't help that an increasingly vocal cadre of gay conservatives-
mostly middle- and upper-class Anglo males-wants to focus us exclu-
sively on lesbian and gay issues, ignorning or even supporting anti-affir-
mative action, anti-immigrant, anti-poor and anti-reproductive health
rights efforts. That makes it considerably more difficult to build grass-
roots coalitions with other historically marginalized people who should be
our natural allies.. .in the broad civil rights movement." Joe Bean-mid-
dle-class Anglo male-in the Texas Triangle of February 12.

RELIGIOUS RIGHT HOWLERS
•• A compendium o( outrageous.quotes, ,

from our enemies on the right,

WE'LL WAIT FOR THS SECOND COMING, THANK YOU
The Texas Christian Alert Network (TCAN) Inc. Presents a Seminar on

The Battle For The Minds And Bodies Of Our Children In The Public
School System. We Have A Very Serious And Urgent Problem In Our
Country And We Need YOUR Help.
The Reverend Curtis S. Tomlin, a Baptist Minister and retired U. S. Army
Major, was a member of President Kennedy's Battle Staff (BST7) .....
Calling upon his theological background and training which began in the
late 1940's and his information collection, processing and analysis skills,
Reverend Tomlin has authored this seminar to expose efforts by the feder-
al government, to foster a generation of people totally void of Christian
values and ethics.

This seminar will;
1. Expose: "The Real Homosexual Lifestyle" of choice.
2. Expose and Explain: "The 10 Point Homosexual Agenda" as relates to
our public school system.
3. Expose and Explain; "The Micro Chip" the U. S. Government wants to
implant in our children, to provide positive identification and which ~an
be reprogrammed to influence and control the conduct and behavior of
the individual.
4. Expose and Explain: "The United Nations Convention On The Rights
Of The Child," .....
5. Expose and Explain: "SIECUS" The Sex Information And Education
Council Of The United States, and it's [sic} role in our public education
system.
6. Expose and Explain; The true nature and intent of GOALS 2000 ....
7. Expose and Explain; "Outcomes Based Education (OBE)" whose ulti-
mate objective is to create a "one world government citizen," .....
8. Explain how 'ALL OF THE ABOVE" work together to create "a gen-
eration of people that will readily accept sudden and radical changes with-
out question, resistance or opposition."
9. Present "The Only Options Left" (short of the second coming of Christ)
for Christians to protect out children from the governments quest for
absolute and total control over our children, to the exclusion ofparental
and church influence Due to subject matter and content, children
under age 18 are not permitted to attend the seminar. The Christian Alert
Network does not charge a fee to present the seminar. The only thing that
we ask the sponsor to provide is actual transportation cost and meals and
lodging, if needed .....
For more information relative to the above seminar and to schedule a pre-
sentation please call [254-628-7043}> [For this and other horrors, check
"TexasChristian Alert Network Exposes The Real Homosexual Lifestyle of
Choice "in the San Antonio Log Cabin Chapeter's web site:
http://home.earthlink. net/ +cyclist/rally html
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LCR joined others in adoption fight

Log Cabin representatives joined other Texas organizations May
2 to oppose proposed state legislation that would ban gays and
lesbians from becoming adoptive or foster parents.

President Steve Labinski and Vice President Rob Blanchard
were joined by Glenn Stehle, San Antonio chapter, and others at
a Texas "town hall meeting" and fundraiser for the Lesbian Gay
Rights Lobby of Texas to plan a grassroots response.

On December 12, 1997, State Representative Warren Chisum
announced that he would introduce a bill banning lesbians and
gays from becoming adoptive or foster parents.

If this bill passes, gays would not be allowed to adopt even their
own relatives. A similar bill was passed recently by the
Oklahoma House.

"We join other gay and lesbian organizations in opposing this
proposed legislation," said Labinski. "Our well-established rela-
tions with moderate Republicans in the Texas Legislature, some of
whom are chairmen or members of key committees, will be put
to good use to see to it that this anti-family proposal does not
reach the floor."

Afrer the general meeting, approximately 100 attendees were
divided into action subgroups. Labinski was selected to lead the
"Republican Outreach" group.

Blanchard joined the "People of Faith Outreach" group which
was led by a Heather Stone, a staff member from the Texas Faith
Network.

Blanchard is a member of the Network which is nonpartisan
alliance of religious leaders and laity working to give voice to reli-
gious people whose beliefs are not found in the message of the
religious right. He attended the Texas Faith Network's day-long
conference in Austin on April 17.

"I urge all Texas Log Cabin Republicans to see that 'both their
LCR chapters and their churches join this grass roots effort,"
Blanchard said.

Innovations Highlight LCR-N ational'98
Roundup Convention in Dallas

Texas is implementing some new ideas for LCR's Dallas '98
Roundup as reported by Convention Committee Chairman
Patrick Ball.

A new payment plan, coupled with a discount for early regis-
tration, resulted in the largest number of early registrations
ever... .in excess of 70 prior to March 20.

Another new feature of the convention will be a Silent Auction
held before and during the National Banquet on Saturday,
August 15th in the beautiful Venetian Room. at The Fairmont
Hotel. All LCR chapters, board members and any others have
been challenged to submit auction items to Ball or Vice-
Chairman Keith Pomykal.

Items coming in range from travel destinations and event tick-
ets to luggage and lobster dinners. Frequent flyer mileage is in
great demand to package with destinations or to auction seper-
ately. Art and unque items, political memorabilia and services are
all good items. We will offer UPS shipping at regular rates for
items purchased and all payments may be made by cash, check or
major credit card. There will be bargains galore!

A special seminar on Friday, 9:00am to 3:30pm, has been added
for anyone who wants some training to be an openly gay political
candidate, campaign manager or campaign worker ....or just learn
more about campaigns. The fee for this seminar is $100.

There will be exclusive complimentary receptions for chapter
presidents, LCR Donors and LCR Trustees.

Tickets may be purchased for each event, including a VIP
reception and a general reception prior to the banquet, as well as
the National Banquet, Saturday luncheon and the closing
brunch on Sunday. The registration fee of $70 gets you into all
the business sessions.

For more info or a registration form, contact LCR at (202)347-
5306 ext. 16, or Patrick Ball (713)681-2607, or Keith Pomykal
(214)999-5175. Email: texasrep@aol.com
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Our time has come ... Join Now!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name _

Street Address _

City State _______ Zip _

Residence Tel. Work Tel. _

D ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $35.00 PAYABLE TO LOG CABIN REpUBLICANS OF TEXAS
FOR MY ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP.

o AUSTIN 0 DALLAS 0 HOUSTON o SAN ANTONIO 0 AT-LARGE

Mail To: Log Cabin Republicans ofTexas, Post Office Box 50402, Austin, Texas 78763-0402
LOG CABIN TEXAS DOES NOT MAKE ITS MEMBERSHIP LISTAVAILABLE TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.
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A GOP Primary Candidate Cheat Sheet
by Anonymous

(Editor's Note: Log Cabin-Texas has not made, and will not make,
endorsements in the upcoming March 10 primary. However, we
solicited the opinions of a knowledgeable mainstream Republican
political observertoprovide our memberswith more information about
the candidates they will seeon the ballot. The opinions below are not
necessarilythe opinions of Log Cabin or any of its members.)

The importance of voting in the Republican primary on
Tuesday, March 10 carmorbe--overemphasized. Primaries are
the time when voters select their flavor of Republican

candidate. The Religious Right has learned that in many
cases if they turn all their people out to vote for an anointed
candidate, their candidate will win the election. This has seri-
ously crimped the elections of many mainstream Republican
candidates.

The "Big Tent" Republicans in Texas are led by Governor
George W Bush. Bush has a reputation for not taking con-
troversial stands, whether they are pro-gay or anti-gay. Bush's
priorities in the last legislature were property tax reform, tort

reform, deregulation, and education - hardly the agenda of the
right wing Eagle Forum or Texas Family Association.

The Religious Right is led by former State Party Chair Tom

Pauken. In general, the Pauken side tends to be anti-estab-
lishment and socially conservative. Most of the contested pri-

mary races are between these two sides. Note that even the
races at the bottom of the ballot are very important. At the

bottom of the ballot, the county chair and precinct chair posi-
tions are essentially party officers who affect the Republican

Party's positions in its platform and its relationship to gay and

lesbian voters. Consult leaders in your home chapter about
how to vote in your local races.

Here is a list of state-wide candidates who will be on

the ballot this month:

Governor - George W Bush - Bush has purposely avoided
taking controversial stands, for both anti-gay and pro-gay
measures, although he did indicate support for the state's
sodomy law in his first race for governor. Interestingly, the
Religious Right wing of the party dislikes Gov. Bush intense-
ly. This will become more apparent if he chooses to run for
President in 2000. Now, Bush and his "side" of the party are
the candidates to vote for in this election.

Lt. Governor - Rick Perry - Uncontested primary.

Attorney General - My pick, John Cornyn. In this 3-way
race, Supreme Court Justice John Cornyn represents the more
mainstream end of the spectrum. Justice Cornyn's tenure on
the court allows him basically to run on his record. Note how-

see CHEAT SHEET page 2
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ever, that he sided with the majority of the Texas Supreme Court in its
decision to permit the state Gap to shut Log Cabin out of the 1996
state convention in San Antonio. Railroad Commissioner Barry
Williamson would also fall into the Bush camp, however he has been
known to suck-up to the Religious Right. Tom Pauken himself is running

in this race, and his supporters are making an all out effort to elect him

in the primary. Observers expect the vote for Pauken to be a fair barom-
eter of the strength of the hard-core religious right vote in the primary.

If Pauken wins this race, he would be the highest-ranking law enforce-
ment officer in the state. That's a scary thought given that he's the one

who approved the decision of the state Gap to deny Log Cabin booth
space at the 1996 state convention. Plus, if he wins, he would be in a
highly visible position to run for Governor when Bush vacates. It is very
important that Pauken not win the Primary.

Land Commissioner - My pick, jerry Patterson. Sen. Jerry Patterson
(Pasadena) has made courageous stands in the State Senate like voting to
repeal the 21.06 Sodomy Law, and for Hate Crimes legislation. Some
may remember Patterson for sponsoring the bill allowing Texans to final-
ly borrow on their home equity, and the bill repealing the Texas motorcy-
cle helmet law. His opponent is Houston oilman David Dewhurst, who will
run television advertisements non-stop until election day. Once again,
Patterson's courageous votes in the Senate will clearly earn -hi:rrrrn.i.fi~.

Agriculture Commissioner - My pick, Susan Combs. Former Rep.
Susan Combs was one of just two state house Republicans to vote with
us against tabling the Hate Crimes bill in the 1995 session (the other
was Kevin Brady (R-The Woodlands». Well-known for her pro-choice
positions, Combs is reviled by the party's social conservatives. Leaving
the House, Combs directed Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison's state office
until she jumped into this race. Her primary opponent is Hamp Hodges,
a Paris, TX businessman. Hodges is hammering Comb's mainstream

voting record home to socially conservative primary voters.

Railroad Commission - My pick, Tony Garza. Secretary of State Tony
Garza is one of the state's rising stars, and is certainly allied with the
mainstream wing of the party. The Gap hopes Garza will bring more

Hispanic voters into the Gap camp. His opponent is former U.S. Rep.
Steve Stockman. Stockman gained notoriety during his brief Congressional

career for having received a mysterious fax warning about the McVeigh
Oklahoma City bombing before it happened. He lost his re-election

campaign in 1996, and is back for more. It is no surprise that Stockman
has always appealed to the conservative/nut wing of the party.

Remember to vote on March 10. And go back to your precinct's polling place
that night at 7:30 p.m. to attend your precinct convention.
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San Antonio Continues to Gain GOP Recognition
by Michael McGowan

On the political, "recognition" front on October 14, 1997,
our chapter attended a petition signing party sponsored by
the Republican Party of Bexar County. All nineteen sitting
Republican judges were present and most encouraged our par-
ticipation - some quite enthusiastically.

Our chapter, in conjunction with the San Antonio Equal
Rights Political Caucus (SAERPC) and Human Rights
Campaign worked actively supporting and lobbying for a City
of San Antonio employment non-discrimination ordinance.
Although no ordinance was passed, the city attorney issued an
opinion declaring that anti-gay discrimination in city employ-
ment is impermissible.

During October, chapter president Michael McGowan visit-
ed six Republican district offices located in San Antonio
including both Texas Senators, two congressmen, a state
Senator, and a state Representative. The purpose was to
advise them of the presence of the Log Cabin chapter in San
Antonio, disseminate literature and information, and establish

relationships with district personnel which can be as impor-
tant to us as that of the office-holders.

On November 19, 1997, some of our members attended
another "recognition" event - a Republican fund-raiser "Hall
Of Fame Celebration" honoring Congressman Lamar Smith,
State Senator Jeff Wentworth, and County Judge Cindi Taylor
Krier (see picture this page).

Dallas Ends Year on a High Note
by James Campbell

Log Cabin Republicans-Dallas concluded its highly successful
year with its annual Christmas Parry in December. The Yuletide
Festivities were a time for Loggers to make merry, visit with old
friends, bring canned goods for charity, give generously to The
Precinct Chair Drive, relish Councilman John Loza's election vie-
tory, and anticipate all the excitement of the Log Cabin
Republicans' National Convention here in Dallas next year.

At this time, Stan Aten, Chairman of the Political Affairs
Committee, and the board and membership of LCR-D would
like to thank those who gave generously at our Ocrober fund-
raiser for the Precinct Chair Drive including: Louann P.
Campbell, Charles G. Campbell, Sr. and Jr., Kathryn 1.
Campbell, Allan Connery, Michael Stevens, Dale Carpenter and
all those who attended from both in and out of town. We were
able to raise a significant sum for the cause. Again, thank you!

LCR-D was also proud to host a recent LCR-Texas State
Steering Committee Meeting here in Dallas. At this meeting
LCR-Dallas and Turtle Creek LCR were merged. We want to

welcome our Sisters home. We feel sure this merger will make
LCR-D stronger, preparing us for the upcoming convention,
increased membership, the formation of a Fort Worth/Tarrant
County LCR, and increased educational and political activity -
not to mention even bigger and better parties.

In January LCR-D hosted a debate on the proposed new
Arena and the tax increases that will come with it. Local
Republican activist Sharon Boyd was a guest speaker on behalf
of those opposed to the Arena. There was a lively discussion.

LCR-D has formed a Convention Committee under the
chairmanship of Keith E. Pomykal. We ask any who would be
interested to please contact him via our phone number below.
LCR-D is proud to host this event but we can't do it alone.
We need help from the whole Great State of Texas. Y'all help
us out, ya hear.

The Board of Log Cabin Republicans-Dallas would like to
thank our Membership and Supporters for a Great 1997 and
wish all of us a Glorious 1995!
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Austin Elects New Officer Team
by Steve Labinski

Log Cabin/Austin elected a new team of officers for
1998 at its January general meeting. Ronald]. Bounds,
a 28 year-old attorney, was elected President of the orga-
nization. "I'm very excited to lead the group in this elec-
tion year," said Bounds, who added that he thinks the
group can grow larger by promoting its various commit-
tees.

Bounds was handed the leadership baton by Steve
Labinski, who stepped down after two years as President.
In 1996 Labinski succeeded Andy Smith, who served as
the group's President for four years. Log Cabin/Austin
officers serve one-year terms.

Sales Manager Kurt Wells was elected Vice-President.
Undergraduate student Samuel Prendez was elected
Secretary, and Peter Fazziola, a lecturer at the University
of Texas at Austin, returns for another term as Treasurer.

Autstin Chapter
Contact 1nformation

Phone (512) 916-3236 Fax: (512) 482~8397

E-mail address:lcraustin@labnet.com

Houston Chapter Gets a Fresh
Start With New Officers

The Log"Cabin Republicans of Houston elected a new
slate of officers at its January meeting. Gary Van
Ooteghern, who served as President from 1995 to 1997,
was elected to resume the office of President. Marion
Coleman, who has long volunteered her money, time,
and talents to Log Cabin, was elected to serve as Vice
President. Gibson Bush was elected as Secretary. And
long-time member and former screening committee co-
chair Ed Inderwish was elected as Treasurer. Each of the
officers will serve a one-year term.

j.C. Michelak and Dale Carpenter were elected to two-
year terms on the chapter's Board of Directors.

Houston Chapter
Contact 1nformation

P.O. Box 13 1104
Houston, TX 77219-1 104

(713) 529-9100



PAGE 5 WINTER 1998

(L-R) Marion Coleman, Ben Whittle, Jim Kolbe, and
newly elected LCR-H president Gary Van Ooteghem.

(L-R) Former LCR-H prsident Ben Whittle, Houston
Voice Assoc. Publisher J. C. Michelak and newly
elected Vice President Marion Coleman.

Former LCR-H Boardmember and current membership
chair Dr. Dick Evans and keynote speaker Rep. Jim
Kolbe, R-Az.

Steve Labinski (Right Front), newly elected LCR State
President flanked by Austin and National Log Cabin
members.

Dale Carpenter, flanked by media outlets following
Hotze press conference concerning Mayor Brown's
non-discrimination executive order protecting sexual
orientation in city employment.
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GAY LEFT HOWLERS
•• A compendium of outrageousquotes, ,

from our friends on the left,

The leader of an increasingly irrelevant, supposedly non-partisan, organization
finally spills the beans:

"The Texas Senate is Republican for the first time. If we lose the House,
we're going to have problems." LGRL Executive Director Dianne Hardy-
Garcia, Out, November 1997 (emphasis added).

The leader of an increasingly irrelevant organization goes off the deep end:
"They [the Log Cabin Republicans of Texas} once printed my whole
newsletter as their own." LGRL Executive Director Dianne Hardy-
Garcia, The Dallas Voice,January 23, 1998. Hardy-Garcia later admitted
the claim was false.

More ammunition for Pat Robertson:
"Unprotected sex is not the abhorrent vice of 'irresponsible' gay men, as
[LCR Executive Director Rich} Tafel suggests. It is a cherished act of plea-
sure and intimacy for people allover the world, gay and straight." Sex
Panic! leader Tony Valenzuela, responding to Tafel's opinion column
opposing advocates of unsafe sex, in an e-rnail message sent to Tafel and
dozens of others, January 13, 1998.

More foolishness from the congenitally foolish:
"It doesn't help that an increasingly vocal cadre of gay conservative -
mostly middle- and upper-class Anglo males - wants to focus us exclu-
sively on lesbian-gay issues, ignoring or even supporting anti-affirmative
action, anti-immigrant, anti-poor, and anti-reproductive health rights
efforts. That makes it considerably more difficult to build grass-roots
coalitions with other historically marginalized people who should be our
natural allies - and we theirs - in the broad civil right movement." Joe
Patrick Bean, "Radical Right Out-Mobilizes Supporters of Gay Rights
Measure," speculating on why his "grass-roots coalition" of "historically
marginalized people" failed to pass an anti-discrimination ordinance in San
Antonio over the objections of the religious right, The Texas Triangle,
February 12, 1998.

This, about the country that gave you the Bill of Rights and the Constitution,
twice saved Europe and the rest of the planet from fascist tyranny, eliminated the
menace of totalitarian Communism, and raised the standard of living of its people
to levels never beforeseen in the history of the world:

"Meanwhile, we all wonder why the rest of the world is so afraid of the
United States. We think we're so lovable and so good, but the fact is that
we are the world's greatest destructive force - militarily, culturally, and
environmentally." Amanda B. Reckondwith, "The Trojan Horse - In
Heels," The Texas Triangle,January 29,1998.

Orlando Sanchez, call your office:
"I was one of those opposed to the ordinance [protecting gays from dis-

crimination in city employment} in 1985. I felt it was unnecessary icing
on the cake." Ray Hill, longtime gay left activist in Houston, explaining
his opposition to the mayor's decision to issue an executive order barring
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in city employment, The
Houston Chronicle, February 11, 1998.

RELIGIOUS RIGHT HOWLERS
•• A compendium o! outrageous.quotes, ,

from our enemies on the right,

Any questions?:
"Lesbian love, sodomy are viewed by God as being detestable and abom-
inable. . .. Civil magistrates are to put people to death who practice these
things." Orange County, California Radio talk show host Rich Agozino,
The Texas Triangle, September 17, 1997. There were fifteen (15) reported
hate crimes against gays in Orange County last year.

He who rides the back of the tiger often winds up in the belly:
"The real reason this is being pushed is because there is a push to create
the impression that an alternative sexual lifestyle is just as good as a tra-
ditional one. We can tolerate differences, but is this something we should
encourage? I suggest the answer is no." Harris County Republican Party
Chairman Gary Polland, explaining why he opposes the decision of
Houston Mayor Lee Brown to issue an executive order prohibiting dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual orientation in city employment, The
Houston Chronicle, February 18, 1998.

Here's an original thought:
"I don't think the city should discriminate against anybody, but why are
we singling out people with an alternative lifestyle for special treatment?"
Same speaker, same issue, same source, same day.

We remain firmly in favor of being opposedto you:
"I would say the city remains firmly in favor of being opposed to special
treatment for any group." Houston City Councilman Rob Todd, explain-
ing why he opposes the decision of Houston Mayor Lee Brown to issue an
executive order prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion in city employment, The Houston Chronicle, February 14, 1998.

Number one, you're wrong:
"Number one, it's redundant." Houston City Councilman Orlando
Sanchez, explaining why he opposes the mayor's anti-bias executive order,
The Houston Chronicle, February 11, 1998. Sanchez claimed - incorrectly
- that the order was not necessary because gays could complain about
discrimination under federal civil rights laws. There is no such federal law
at present.

Number two, you're a demagogue:
"And again, here we go down the line, enumerating groups.
makes homosexuals a more protected class than the rest of us?"
speaker, same issue, same source, same day.

What
Same

Number three, you're paranoid:
"I think there is a bigger issue. Our community for a long time has val-
ued the traditional family, and what I am afraid of is that we are begin-
ning to open the door in our community to dramatically change the tra-
ditional family unit." Same speaker, same issue, same source, same day.

Biblical priciples at work:
"Raise your own f---ing money." Steven Hotze, religious right activist, in
a taped conversation with former ally Clymer Wright, The Houston
Chronicle, February 28, 1998. Hotze, an anti-gay zealot, went on to tell
Wright to "Kiss my ass."



New State Officers Elected
to Two-Year Terms

In an uncontested election conducted by mail-in bal-
lot in January, members of the state organization elect-
ed the following individuals to offices for terms that will
end January 31, 2000: Steve Labinski (President), Rob
Blanchard (Vice President), Laird Parker (Secretary), and
Kelton Dillard (Treasurer) .
. The new state officers took office on February l. The',~

quarterly State Steering Committee meetings will hence-
forth be held in Austin, with the exception of the April
25, 1998 meeting, which will be held in Dallas in antic-
ipation of the LCR National Convention in Dallas
August 14-16, 1998.

Texas Members Urged to
for LCRSign Up Early

National Convention
The National Convention of Log Cabin Republicans

will be held in Dallas, Texas August 14-16, 1998. This
is an excellent opportunity to show Log Cabin members
around the country the size and enthusiasm of the LCR
movement in the Lone Star State.

The deadline for early registration for the national con-
vention is March 20, 1998. Early registration guarantees
a 50% discount in the registration fee for the convention.
Also, members may purchase a package that includes
hotel, meals, and tickets to events. For early registrants,
a convenient monthly payment plan is also available. To
register early, call the national office at (202) 347 -5306.
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Our time has C0111£... Join Now!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name _

Street Address _

City State ______________ Zip _

Residence Tel. Work Tel. _

o ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $35.00 PAYABLE TO LOG CABIN REpUBLICANS OF TEXAS
FOR MY ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP.

o AUSTIN 0 DALLAS 0 HOUSTON o SAN ANTONIO 0 AT-LARGE

Mail To: Log Cabin Republicans ofTexas, Post Office Box 50402, Austin, Texas 78763-0402
LOG CABIN TEXAS DOES NOT MAKE ITSMEMBERSHIP LISTAVAILABLE TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.


