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I B lering Drama Ministries is
branching out! This year a 2 act

. play will be performed in May in
addition to Bering & Friends in August.
The 2-act play will not involve singing or
dancing, but acting "characters" are
needed.

Anyone interested in being a part of
"CINDERELLA: THE REAL TRUE
STORY" as an actor, set designer,

costume person, backstage help, lighting,
or candlestick maker should come to the
talent inventory held on Saturday
February 23 at 10 a.m. in room 236 (the
choir room). If you want to be a part and
are unable to be at this meeting please
contact Lee Higginbotham at
seabruin@msn.com. Those that are not
going to be involved should mark your
calendars to attend May 12-14 & 17-19.

WOMEN'S LENTEN MEDITATIONS-2002

BERING BENEFIT-IS REUNIONI K ~dred Spirits was born in 1980,
hen Marion E. Coleman
onceived of creating a place

where community organizations could
come together under one roof. Marion
chose a highly visible location in a strip
shopping center in the West University
area. Then she created a safe, well-lit
environment, equipped it with a light show
and a OJ. Kindred Spirits was an
immediate success.

According to Maureen Howard, who
helped devise a nonalcoholic drink menu,
"Even if you didn't know people there, you
walked in and felt right at home. It was a
neighborhood pub where you felt a great
sense of compassion, camaraderie, and
safety." You could go there and be
accepted, feel good about yourself, and
have a great time. Kindred Spirits was
also ground breaking in its welcoming
approach to men-in an era when the
men's and women's communities didn't
interact as much as they do now.

Kindred Spirits was such a success,
that three years after it had opened, in

I w ~men's Lenten Meditations-2002
is a booklet of daily Lenten

editations published by Brigid's
Place, Christ Church Cathedral. Available
at footnotes*, this excellent and accessible
booklet provides short meditations and
prayers based on the daily scripture
readings from Episcopal lectionary. The
meditations are written by Houston
laywomen (mostly) and clergywomen from a
variety of faith backgrounds.

Last year's booklet included a
mediation from Rev. Marilyn Meeker-
Williams, which meditation, by the way, will
be included in an anthology from past years'
booklets to be commercially published for
next year.

I have used Women's Lenten
Meditations for the last five years and can't
recommend it highly enough. It provides an
extremely rich and varied resource for daily
Lenten reflection and prayer.

By David K. Johnson

1984, it moved into a large club space
just inside the Loop. Coleman explained,
"we needed a larger place where we
could do fund raisers with a larger dance
floor. We wanted it to be a place where
we could raise major money for people
who were dying and couldn't afford
anything else."

Kindred Spirits helped us realize that
we have a variety of interests, and today
we are freely exploring them. Come re-
experience Kindred Spirits at the Kindred
Spirits Reunion, sponsored by A
Christmas Songfesf. The event is planned
for March 30th from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. It
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WEEKlY
SCRIPTURES
Create a time in your day - a

space in your heart for

the Word of God
... to strengthen and inform.

Lectionary Readings:
Sunday, February 24th

2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12: 1-4a

Psalm 121
Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17

John 3: 1-17

Sunday, March 3rd

3rd Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17: 1-7

Psalm 95
Romans 5: 1-11

John 4: 5-42

Sunday, arch io"
4th Sun a in Lent

1 Sa uel 6: 1-13
Psalm

hesians 5: -14
John 9: 1-4

unday, March 1i
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Psalm 130

Romans 8: 6-11
John 11: 1-45

will be held in the Hornberger Center with
a OJ and plenty of room for dancing. Keys
West has graciously donated their staff
for the event. Proceeds will be donated
to BMUMC/HIV Medical Services. Tickets
are $20 in advance or $25 at the door.
Advance tickets are available at Acadian
Bakery, Basic Brothers, Bering Memorial
United Methodist Church, Meteor, and
House of Coleman (713/523-2521).

By Jacquelyn K. Hedden
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r ,'. By Troy PlummerTRors COLUINIs rgin9a New Song, or maybe just a familiar tune with new words.
But new words can mean a great deal. At the retreat Intimacy and
Ecstasy led by Chris Glaser we sang the refrain from an old camp

song: "So rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. Rise and Shine
and give God the glory, glory. Rise and Shine and give God the glory,
glory. Children of our God." And there are movements to go with the
music! Aren't you surprised? You start with your hands out in front of your
waist and lift them palms up for "Rise" and then stop face level and smile
big with your hands framing your face for "Shine" and then wave your
hands back and forth above your heads for "give God the glory, glory.
Children of Our God." Chris had Stacy and I model the movements. If
you're really good at it you can swing your hips at the same time your arms
are moving.

This is not for the timid. Dancing with arms above your head, singing,
and at church, too. If you are familiar with the refrain you might also
remember the verses told the story of Noah and the Ark such as: "The
animals they came by twosies, twosies, twosies. The animals they came
by twosies, twosies, twosies. Elephants and (pause, clap) kangaroosies,
roosies. Children of Our God. Chris mentioned that in the afternoon
gathering we would be looking some at Jonathan and David, which
serendipitously was what we were doing the next Sunday in the
Homosexuality and the Bible class-we had just finished Ruth and Naomi.

So my thoughts began singing new lyrics and we began the afternoon
with them. Instead of Noah and the Ark it was Loving Same Sex Couples.
V1: Ruth said to Naomi, I'll never leave you, leave you. Ruth said to
Naomi, I'll never leave you, leave you. Naomi said Ruth (pause, clap) I do
believe you, lieve you. Children of Our God. (Refrain) V2: Jonathan said

- -to-David-Hove-you rove-you-love-you. Jonathan said to David, I love you,
love you, love you. Tears and Kisses, (pause, clap) I'll be true to you.
Children of Our God. (Refrain)

Being a gay Christian sometimes requires remembering the heart
lifting music we learned and claiming it as our own while at the same time
rejecting shaming language we were preached at the same time. Keeping
that which is life giving through which we find Christ. Leaving that which
was death giving. When we do this, we truly sing a new song with heart,
mind and soul joyfully before God. Don't be afraid. Wave those hands
above your heads. It makes God smile.

In hopes of wholeness,----tR,l .. ,g....<y
o

8RAESWOOD PARSONAGE FOR SALE
I B rring is currently marketing the second parsonage at 3015 S.

Braeswood. You may know someone looking to buy a nice brick
home. The property is 3-bedroom/2-bath/2-car attached garage and

contains 2342 sq/ft (per Appraisal District). It sits on a large, wooded lot and
has a beautiful view of the bayou and park. The home did not flood during
Allison and it has had the foundation leveled. New carpet has been installed
and the interior walls & trim have been freshly painted. It is priced at
$279,000. For further information or to arrange a preview of the second
parsonage, please call Ron Foster @ (713) 528-4700.

By Ron Foster

GRIEF GROUP
IA Inew Grief Group is now

being offered by the Bering
Support Network. This

group, intended for people who have
experienced the death of a loved
one, is designed to assist individuals
to work through many of the painful
feelings in a loving and supportive
environment. The group is six weeks
long and will meet each Tuesday
evening at 7:00 p.m. beginning 19
February. In order to make a
connection with the other group
members and to receive as much
support and healing as possible,
persons interested in the group will
be asked to commit to the entire six
weeks. If you or anyone else you
know is interested in participating in
this group, please contact Robert
Snellgrove at (713) 526-1017 ext.
211 to schedule an assessment.

NEW GROUP
I KrPing

the ME inRelationships will be the
- ocus for a 6~week group for

lesbians wanting to explore difficult
relationship issues and discuss
healthy ways of connecting with
others. The group will address
relationships with friends, family, and
lovers and will begin Monday, March
18th at 7:00 p.m. Please contact
Melissa at (713) 526-1017, ext. 206
to reserve a space in the group and
set up an assessment.

UPCOMING EVENTS I
February

Sunday Mem. Exploration 24
March

Laity Week-Perkins 7-10
Church-wide Picnic 17
Palm Sunday 24
Maundy Thursday 7 p.m 29
Good Friday 7 p.m 29
Holy Saturday 7 p.m 30
Easter Egg Hunt 10 a.m 31
Easter, New Members 31

The church calendar is updated weekly
on our website, www.Beringumc.com -
take a minute to check it out!"

THE COLUMNS
BERING MEMORIAL U.M.C
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BERING FAMILY PICNIC
I M ~rk your calendars' The

Bering Family Picnic is
oming soon! This year's

fun event will be on March 17, 2002,
St. Patrick's Day, from 1 to 5 p.m.
There will be a change in location to

Memorial Park this year. The grills
will be fired up serving hamburgers,
veggie burgers, and hot dogs, along
with all the other "picnic sides."
Games for kids and kids at heart will
be played. So come join in the fun

BERING FLOOD RELIEF PROJECT UPDATEIs~far we have had a good
response and it looks like we
Imost have enough people

to have one team per week every

Saturday during Lent (2/16 to 3/23.)
But we still need more volunteers. It
would be great if Bering could have
two teams some Saturdays as well. If

TO MY PARTNERS IN IINISTRY
i A· ~ part of my ministry to you

his year I will be providing
monthly reports of our

stewardship income. That is, what
you and I "put in the plate". For the
month of January 2002 our
stewardship income was $59,350. At
first glance January looks like a good
month. However approximately
$17,000 of that total figure was the
entire year pledged giving by some of
our members. To date the 2002
pledges total $378,240 by 132
pledging units by 147 persons. There
are 15 couples pledging together.

In Herb Mather's book "That's
What My Mother Taught Me" chapter
1 deals with generosity. He asks if
generosity is taught, who teaches it?
That caused me to reflect on who has
influenced my generosity. I don't
remember much from my early days
at church. I do remember usually
putting something in the plate but
never giving much thought as to why.
What I do remember is my mother
collecting old clothes and
"encouraging" my brother and I to
collect our clothes and toys to give
away to the poor mothers. I never
knew who the poor mothers were but
I came to appreciate that we were

giving our things to those who didn't
have as much as we did. That lesson
has stayed with me. My financial
giving was very erratic though. It was
easy to give myoid stuff away. But
my money, well that was different.
That was usually an after thought. My
money was mine because I earned it.
It wasn't until I realized the
connection between my faith
commitment and my financial
commitment that I started to change
the way I viewed money. I had to
come to my faith before I was able to
give.

Perhaps that is where you are
also. As a community of faith we are
there for each other as we walk our
journeys. There to nurture each other
as we grow in our faith and our
giving. In closing I have a homework
assignment for you. Write your own
money autobioqraphy. What are the
earliest experiences you remember
about money? Where did you get
money as a child? What did you
spend it on? Did you save money?
Did you give regularly to the church?
How did you perceive your parents'
attitudes about money? Was money
something they ever talked about?
Argued about? How has your attitude

NEW SPRING ARRIVALS FOR FOOTNOTES*
Iw r are excited to let

everyone know that we
have just received a large

shipment of new Spring merchandise
for Footnotes*. Some of the new
arrivals include: license plate frames,

THE COLUMNS
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coozies, refrigerator magnets, flags,
key chains, suncatchers, bumper
stickers and reflectives, mouse pads,
dog collars, kitty collars, pet leashes,
neck ,rstrap for sunglasses, fanny
packs, and arid lots more. All of

and fellowship. As always, it is free
of Charge and all are inviteo.. Look
for fliers around the Church for more
infoand .directicns. Hope to see you
there!

you are interested in volunteering
please contact Matt Ross at
281.554.9507 or
mrross@earthlink.net.

0:-'~ ~'"

,%$; :" By Steve Yocom

toward money changed during your
lifetime? What are the biggest money
issues you face at this time?

In thanksgiving for all that God
gives to us.

Steve Yocom
Stewardship leader

Mary Parker at the Wednesday Night Support
Group Dinner. Cake was in her honor ~Stacy
designed it). She is celebrating her 70· birthday
on the 18th of February.

these items have "rainbow themes"
and the license plate frames even
have "rainbow/pet themes"!!! Please
stop in soon and check out our new
arrivals!

page\7
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IIISHOULD CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH
A UMNS Commentary

By the Rev. Sheron Patterson*

Ia I" of the best things about
being a lifelong member of
he United Methodist

Church is the feeling of
inclusiveness that I sense. There is
an unabashed enthusiasm about
recognizing racial diversity.
Whether one is red, yellow, brown,
black or white, everyone has a
place at United Methodism's table.
Each group comes to the table with
its:3iUnique perspective and past,
and all are honored, accepted and
appreciated just as they are. This is
one of our great denomination's
undeniable strengths.

In light of our all-encompassing
stance, I am excited about February
being Black History Month because
it provides another opportunity for
us to shine together.

Historian Carter G. Woodson
created "Black History Week" back
in 1929. Known as the "father of
black history," Woodson sought to
spread the word about the
accomplishments of African
Americans.

This was a brave and bold
move given his times. The early
1900s were a turbulent period in
American history. The lynchings of
African Americans were
commonplace, . and the mere
suggestion of anything interracial
was viewed as a threatening and
subversive act.

Woodson hoped that "if people
understood our contributions and
accomplishments, they would
respect African Americans."
Through God's grace, America has
achieved a degree of harmony, yet
we still have a long way to go.
Helping us get there is this annual

opportunity to celebrate what God
has done with and through African
Americans, known as Black History
Month. Other racial groups have
similar calendar emphases that
focus on their accomplishments as
well.

Some people argue that a
month-long emphasis on one race
is not helpful or necessary in 2002.
I suggest that the ability to share in
the joy of a person of another race
is one of the hallmarks of our faith.
It's the Christian thing to bear one
another's burdens in times of
sorrow, as well as to join one
another in times of happiness.

Others argue that a Black
History Month celebration
diminishes the accomplishments of
other racial groups. I believe that
being an advocate for one's own
group does not mean being anti-
anybody else. If individuals don't
first possess confidence in
themselves, who else will?

Black History Month is a
positive time for us all. We should
salute the greatness of Americans
such as George Washington
Carver, the inventor of peanut
butter and numerous other peanut
products. Mary McCloud Bethune,
who founded United Methodism's
Bethune-Cookman College in
Florida on what we would consider
pocket change today, deserves a
collective standing ovation. These
and other remarkable
accomplishments have not always
been taught in schools; therefore,
we are in a catch-up mode
together.

My attempt at helping us "catch
up together" was writing African
American History Month - A
Calendar of Devotions, recently
released by Abingdon Press. The

Irs TIME TO lAKE BERING SHINEII p rease join the Altar Guild
on Saturday, March 9,
2002 from 9:00a.m. until

2:00 p.m. to clean and polish the
sanctuary. It is a fun time making
new friends and catching up with

book contains quotes from famous
African Americans such as the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. and Maya
Angelou. These quotes have
encouraged and strengthened me
personally over the years. I paired
the quotes with biblical passages to
create a devotional guide designed
to uplift any spirit standing in the
need of prayer. As I wrote, I
envisioned no specific racial group
as my audience. I was confident
that the power of God radiated from
the quotes and the Scriptures, and
all who read would be blessed.

One of my favorite quotes
comes from the late Dr. Benjamin
E. Mays, who was president
emeritus of Morehouse College in
Atlanta. "It must be borne in mind
that the tragedy in life doesn't lie in
not reaching your goal," he once
said. "The tragedy lies in havino no
goal to reach." ..,

As United Methodists, we can
reach the goal of eradicating
hatred, bigotry and racism. Black
History Month is one of our tools to
accomplish this. Close-minded
people thrive on the untruths and
stereotypes that are born in
ignorance.

During February, we can
educate and inspire our nation. I
thank God for Black History Month.
It is a time for shining the light of
knowledge on everyone, and it
keeps us moving ahead.

####################

*Patterson is the senior pastor of SI. Paul
United Methodist Church in Dallas and the
author of numerous books.

Commentaries provided by United Methodist
News Service do not necessarily represent the
opinions or policies of UMNS or the United
Methodist Church.

old ones while preparing God's
house for the upcoming season.

THE COLUMNS
BERING MEMORIAL U.M.C
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SEARCH UPDATE
I A ~the quarterly meeting of

he Council of
. Congregations held on

Thursday the 7th of February at
Service of the Emergency Aid
Resource Center for the
Homeless (SEARCH), the results
of the program Bering Participated
in during the last quarter of 2001
for the collection of hygienic items
for the homless clients at
SEARCH was announced. A total
of 14 churches participated,
however, thanks to your
generosity, Bering was No.1, with
almost 50% of the items collected.

ElC NEWS FlASH II I
I T~e EAC ClothingCenter is

MOVING. The doors of the
606 S. Main location will

be CLOSED effective February
20. On Saturday, February 23, a
crew of volunteers will move the
Clothing Center to the new
location at Riverside United'
Methodist Church, 4920 Cullen
(the corner of Cullen & N.
MacGregor).

Please help us to spread the
word to your congregations that

THE COLUMNS
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Thanks for your loving care and
support.

In addition, during the month
of December we conducted the
"Alternative Christmas" program
which supported 4 organizations,
of which 1 was SEARCH. We
collected $1,080 as a result again
of your loving support and
generosity.

SEARCH still has several
opportunities for anyone who
wants to volunteer their talents
and time. If you have never been
to the SEARCH facility or
volunteered, do yourself a favor

and participate. It is very
rewarding to help serve those who
are much less fortunate than
ourselves. SEARCH provides
many ways to assist homeless
persons in getting back into
society. To volunteer, you can
contact Joni Robertson at
SEARCH, 713-739-7752, ext. 164
or myself at 281-353-5843.

On behalf of the SEARCH
organization, thank you for your
continued love and support to
those who are much less
fortunate than us.

the new facility will be open for
business and new contributions of
clothing on Monday, March 4.
Hours of operation remain
Monday - Thursday from 9am to
noon.

The tenative , new phone
number for the Clothing Center is
713-440-7748. The number will be
confirmed at installation.
***************************************
Toiletries needed.
United Methodist

St. Paul's
Church is

starting a special, new long-term
toiletries collecting program called
"Saintly Scents." Collected items
will be distributed to clients
through the Clothing Center and
Food Pantry.
***************************************
Food Pantry Wish List: TUNA
(All items are appreciated, but a
particular need exists for canned
tuna.)

;;::'t~.

~8yRick Renshaw
~~, ;.!

• Nutramigen

• Enfamil Lactofree

• Enfamil Prosobee

• Baby Jar Food Number 2

• Baby Cereal 8 oz.

• Baby Juice 32 oz or 6 pack
(apple)

• Baby Diapers: Small
(Newborn - Size 1), Medium
(Size 2 -3) and Large (Size 4 -
5).

There will be receptacles for you
to place donated items.

page\7

BASICS FOR BABIES - BABY SHOWER FOR LIFE
I T ~e Outreach Ministry is

ponsoring a baby shower
or LIFE Houston. At the

morning services on Sunday
March 17 you are encouraged to
bring formula, baby food and
diapers, which will benefit the
clients of LIFE Houston. LIFE
Houston was formed in 1988 to
provide emergency baby food,
formula and diapers for people
with babies who are in financial
crisis. The organization works to
solve the immediate crisis, feed
the baby and then talk about long-
term solutions. The following
items are suggested for donation:

• Powdered, Concentrated or
Ready to Feed Formula

• Enfamil with Iron

• Similac with Iron
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BALIm·1am serving a congregation called
he Nusa Dua English Speaking

Congregation (one of two) in The
Protestant Christian Church of Bali.
Volunteer pastors serve two
congregations for three months. At
Nusa Dua we have 60 members and 40
at worship except when English-
speaking tourists come. Four of the
seven Sundays I have been here we
have had over 90 in attendance with
large tourist groups from Western
Canada. Of the 60 members 40 are
Balinese and 20 are expatriates from
10 countries. The Nusa Dua
congregation is only a couple of years
old. It is built on what is called the Hill
of Prayer.

The Indonesian government
gave the property for the five religions
officially recognized by the government.
There are religious groups the
government does not recognize.
Indonesia is the largest Moslem country
in the world but Bali is 96% Hindu. The
government obviously wanted to send
the message that Indonesia is tolerant
of religions other than Islam. On one
side of the church is a Moslem shrine,
on the other a Buddhist temple, with a
Roman Catholic Church and a Hindu
Temple completing the complex. I have
met a couple of Hindu priests and see
others but have not had any contact.
All the facilities have active programs.

The Protestant Christian
Church In Bali has made a thoughtful
and honest effort contextualizing the
Christian faith with the Balinese culture.
I have a lot to learn about this process.
The Nusa Dua congregation reflects
Balinese culture in several ways, for
example; every person in worship is
given a brightly colored sash to wear,
the congregation is called to worship
with a gong during the procession of
the Christ candle, during the offering,
and sharing the peace of Christ a
gamalan four piece orchestra plays and
we conclude the service with a personal
blessing using flowers. The gamalan is
an instrument unique to Bali consisting
of five brass or wood pieces (different
notes) struck with small mallets. Along
with Sunday worship I have a weekly
Bible study and help with an English
class.

Had a delightful time visiting an
orphanage with 50 elementary age
children. They sang a couple of songs
for the visitors, and then I taught them
the spiritual AMEN. They learned fast
and the whole group was clapping and
singing, including some creative verses.
If I had a little training in teaching
English I could come back here as a
volunteer for six months to work with
the kids. I like most of the Indonesian
foods with the exception of some
vegetables and seafood. I do order the

CALLING All SORBAII PLAYERSm's almost spring and that
signals the beginning of
oftball play at Bering. Our

entry into the Friday night Post Oak
YMCA softball league last summer
was a huge success. We had
nearly 60 men and women from
Bering participate in the summer
and fall league of 2001. Our
cheering fans averaged 25 a game
with one game almost reaching 50.
We expect even more new comers
for this spring. Our teams are CO-
ED in the 3-pitch league. What
does that mean?? For starters, it's
the lowest level of adult softball
competition. Three-pitch is
organized with each team having
their own pitcher pitch to their own
batters. Each batter gets only 3

pitches per turn at bat. And the
pitcher cannot field balls that are hit
into play. There is also no sliding, if
you do, you're automatically out.
This format allows for all levels of
players to participate easily. And
we must always have a 5/4 split of
men to women on the field at all
times. So if you've never played
softball, or haven't played in 20
years, or play on a regular basis,
this league is for you!

Our main purpose for playing in
this league is to provide a Friday
night activity for all Bering members
and friends of Bering. This is a
perfect opportunity for anyone who
is looking to meet new friends. First
practice is Saturday, March 2, 2001
at 10 a.m. with the first game

mildly spiced dishes and am thankful I
brought antacid. I have found I like
almost a dozen new fruits with one
exception, Durian. According to some it
is the most loved fruit in all Southeast
Asia. Not only does it smell worse than
rotten eggs, the taste was worse than
the smell. There are volcanos to see,
back roads through the rice paddies to
bicycle, a sacred mountain to climb,
other islands to visit and some white
water rivers to raft.

Most Balinese are poor by any
economic standard. Bali had been the
bright Indonesian economic star for
over 10 years but the Southeast Asia
downturn 5 years ago and Sept. 11 has
really cut the tourist numbers by almost
50%. I think the legal established
minimum wage is about $45 per month
but I doubt the law is enforced.

There are cultural value
differences that require constant
attention in order to be able to listen
and respond in a constructive way. In
one sense the Christian faith
experience is more clearly focused
when you are a minority. In another
sense it is not a simple clarity
interacting with other faith traditions.

Shalom,

scheduled to be March 29, 2001.
We will have experienced players
on hand who are eager to teach
and assist first time players. Cost is
projected to be $30.00 per person,
plus $18 for a team shirt. All
practices and games will be on
Friday evenings. Each game lasts
one hour. Game times range from
6:45 p.m. to 9:45 p.m. We will also
be meeting for dinner after each
game for the players and spectators
who are interested. So come
conclude your week with some fun
and exercise. There are posters on
easels around the church for
detailed information. To sign up or
ask questions email
ronbeagle@aol.com or call
713.520.1195.

THE COLUMNS
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STAcrs COLUIN
[]Jwent to the doctor t~day, nothing serious - sinus stuff was giving me a

headache and I realized that I had been working with my door closed
or 2 days so that I wouldn't gripe at others and so that others wouldn't

bother me. I like m~ doctor. and I .Ii,kethe office staff - they know me by
name and treat me like family, so It s a pleasant experience even when I
am sick. The one part about the doctor that I don't like is when they put you
on the scale! I wasn't too worried today because I have been trying to eat
better since the beginning of the year and soon I will start running again.
Some people have noticed the small weight loss and my clothes fit a little
I~oser, so I wasn't so stressed out about the scale today. Much to my
dismay ... the scale lied! How could it betray me like that? The scale said
that I had ~ctually gained 2 pounds since my last visit a few weeks ago!
How can this be? I waved the extra space in my pants at the nurse and
looked in disbelief at the numbers she was writing down. I decided to take
my shoes off and took money out of my pocket - only one pound down!
Finally I resigned myself to the truth - I guess those pancakes a few weeks
ago didn't help and the chocolate on Valentine's Day ... I think we all have
days like I had today, we think our families should love us more co-
workers should appreciate us more, partners should greet us joyously all
the time, doc~ors scales should say what WE want, etc. ... The good
news? Even In the darkest days of Lent with your office door shut - God
loves you no matter what the scale says (even when it isn't lying)!

Blessings,

BERING LEADER GETS DISCIPLE IV TRAINING ;1
I s rYe Yocom will participate in a two-day training seminar on Disciple

Bible Study IV, "Under the Tree of Life." The seminar will be in Houston
March 7-9. This study covers the books known as "The Writings" in the
Old Testament and the Gospel of John, the letters of 1, 2, 3 John, James,

Jude, and the Book of Revelation in the New Testament.
Steve will also serve as our church's Mentor for others who will facilitate

Disciple IV studies. Other Mentors are Mark Albright, Disciple I, Jay Campbell,
Disciple II, and David K. Johnson, Disciple III.

Other Disciple Bible Study news includes the Lenten Fast and Self-giving.
Those in the five study groups are giving up or radically simplifying one meal a
week and contributing what they would have usually spent for that meal to the
care of two African women and their families. One is a refugee in Houston from
the French Congo, and the other lives in Uganda where she educates and feeds
several children whose parents have died of or are suffering from AIDS.

The classes are at about the halfway point in their studies and will complete
them and be recognized in Sunday morning worship services in late Mayor early
June. There are about 50 persons in three Disciple I classes and two Disciple IV
classes.

Enrollment for fall classes will be in August with starting dates in early
September.

Bob Gentry
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Fasting as a Lenten Discipline
I T r think of fasting when we live in a city like Houston seems ungrateful, don't you think? H,ow, much more

appropriate to enjoy the,-J;>lessingof food that is delicious, abundant and readily available.
I guess the problem is that many people in the world (even Houston) do not enjoy'Jhese same

blessings of bountiful food. They go hungry, even die, for lack of adequate nutrition. You know the statistics; you've
seen the news clips. We have the resources to feed all the people in the world. Some of us eatwell; some of us
live with hunger.

Before I lose you completely, let's talk about the benefits of fasting. And I don't mean fasting as a means to
lose weight. This spiritual discipline is not intended as a "tone up and slim down" exercise; the intent is to depend
more fully on God by moving away from what you usually depend on. An essential part of fasting is that as we deny
ourselves, we give away what we are giving up. The members of one of our Disciple Bible Study classes are fasting
from one lunch one day each week and giving the money saved to a needy family.

u•• .fasting is a discovery of not only God's will, but also our strength
to follow that will. You learn that grace really is sufficient to live a
holy life, to live a life in obedience to God... You're moving away from
the natural things that you have come to depend on. And we choose
the not-sa-ordinary way to live for a moment in time, to become more
what God is calling us to be. (John Penn, Alive Now, MarchlApril2001)

I invite you to practice a fast during this time of Lent. Dare to draw nearer to God and you will find God waiting for
you.

Shalom,
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EASTER GREETINGS FROM BERING'S STAFF

2006 EASTER OFFERING .'
Submitted Meeker-Williams
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This year's Easteroffering enable us to purchase and computer software and to help connect all
of our members and ministries through an online interface. This software will allow members to update their membership
information online, register for events (and even pay!) online, make pledge payments and review their giving statements
online, and view Bering's calendar and directory. It will also allow group leaders to send group emails and track group
attendance online. If funds permit, we will alsoset up a computer station (or stations) in the Fellowship Hall to enable those
without a computer at home to benefit from these tools. You may mail your gift to the church office or bring it to worship
and drop it in the offering plate.

IN MEMORIAM .....••....••..•..•••.•........ 3
KINDRED SPIRITS REUNION 2
LECTIONARY READINGS .•.•......•.•.....•••. 2
MARILYN'S COLUMN •....••..•...••.•••••... .4
NEW PASTOR ANNOUNCED•••.......••......•. 2
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. •.......•.••.••.... 3
WE NEED YOUIRUMMAGE SALE & SF•........• 2

BERING MEMORIAL U.M.C. STAFF. ..•.•.•..•.. 3
EASTER EGG HUNT....•••..•.....•..........• 3
EASTER GREETINGS •.•.•........•......•..•.. 1
EASTER OFFERING INFORMATION 1
FAREWELL CELEBRATION FOR MARILYN•...• 2
FAREWELL TO TOM & GREG ••••.••........•. 3
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE •••••••••••••••••.•••• 3



Pagel 'I Colu m ns if April 7, 1006

NEW PASTOR ANNOUNCED
Submitted by Ken Malone, Staff-Parish Relations Leader
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Last Sunday, the Staff Parish Ministry announced that our Senior Pastor, Marilyn
Meeker-Williams, will be leaving to be the pastor of St. Marks (Pecore) United Meth-

.. Odist Church. We are now able to announce that Andy Noel (pronounced knoll) is
appointed to Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. He is currently pastor at
Montgomery United Methodist Church, and as I said last week, he is eagerly awaiting
his start date with us. Before his arrival, there will be more about him and his family

. in the Columns, so that you will be able to get to know him a little better. His first
Sunday with us will be June 11. Both Bering Memorial UMC and St. Marks (Pecore)
UMC will be well served with these new appointments, and I know you will join me
and the rest of the Staff-Parish Ministry in congratulating both Marilyn and Andy.

KINDRED SPIRITS 5TH ANNUAL REUNION CELEBRATION

To BENEFIT BSN
Submitted by Daniel Garces, Bering Support Network Director
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Organizers have announced that this year's Kindred Spirits Celebration is set for April
29, 8 p.m.-1 a.m. at the Edwin Hornberger Center, located at 2151 W. Holcombe
Blvd. Four local organizations assisting Houston's gay and lesbian community are the
evening's beneficiaries. They are AssistHers, Bering Support Network, Houston Buyer's
Club, and Lesbian Health Initiative.
Kindred Spirits first opened in 1980 in a strip center shopping center lust outside of
Houston's West University neighborhood and was one of the country's first meeting
places where gay women could enjoy each other's company in an uplifting, safe atmo-
sphere. The facility expanded in 1985, moving to Richmond Avenue and the West
Loop in Houston's upscale Galleria area. It closed permanently in 1989.
"Kindred Spirits was always a space where we could be a part of each others lives,
where we could learn about each other, help each other out and have fun. n said
Marion Coleman, the club's owner. _ _ _ _ _
In addition to the dancing and camaraderie, patrons will be treated to montage of
photos projected on a large screen throughout the evening, highlighting some of the
memories from the original club.
Tickets for the event are $20 in advance ($25 at the door), and are available at the
House of Coleman, 901 W. Alabama, or at Acadian Bakery, 604 W. Alabama;
DaCapo's, 1141 E. 11th Street; Houston Buyer's Club, 3224 Yoakum; and Bocado's
Restaurant & Bar, 1312 W. Alabama.
Organizers also stated that volunteers will be needed the night of the event. For more
information, call 713-523-2521, e-mail ksreunions@aoJ.com. or log on to
KindredSpiritsHouston.org.

WE NEED YOU!
Submitted by Gwenda Phillips
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It is springtime, and Bering Memorial needs your help. The famous Second Blessin~
Rummage Sale isApril 28 -29, and the fun Spring Festival is May 6. VOLUNTEERS are
needed for both events, and there are many opportunitiesfrom which to choose. Please
check downstairs in the Fellowship Hall after either church service to see how you can
help. We cannot hold these events without volunteers, so you are key to their successl It
is a lot of fun getting to know the people of Bering;these events are a wonderful way for
you to connect with others. We hope you can help us! Ifyou need information about the
Rummage Sale contact Mary Parker at 713-661-8817. If you need volunteer informa-
tion for the Spring Festival, contact Gwenda Phillipsat 713-647-9368.

SAVETHE DATE!
Submitted by Staff-Parish Ministry Team
"';':..:.' ..... ::.: .. , .. ' ~.., .... ; .. ,;.;'...:.,:: ~;::::;..~'~':""." ··:t::..:::.~ ~{{:>:{: .•

Farewell for Marilyn

Saturday Evening

May 20,2006

More information to come!

LECTIONARY READINGS
For our Worship

.<\ •...•.•.•.•.•.•····························S~~d~~:A·~'~i1·9,··2006
Palm/Passion Sunday

Mark 11:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

Thursday, April 13, 2006
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Friday, April 14, 2006
Good Friday -

Isaiah 52: 13-53: 12
Psalm 22

Hebrews 10: 16-25
John 18: 1-19:42

Sunday, April 16, 2006
Easter

Acts' 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11

John 12:1-1~

Sunday, April 23, 2006
Second Sunday of Easter

Acts' 4:32-35
Psalm 133

1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20: 19-31

Sunday, April 30, 2006
Third Sunday of Easter

Acts'3: 12-19
Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48
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BERING MEMORIAL UMC STAFF WHAT WILL BE IN THE EASTER EGGs?

Marilyn Meeker-Williams Senior Pastor
Jerry Goree Director of Congregational Care
Vickie Simons Ministerial Intern
Daniel Garces Director, Bering Support Network
Scott Loree Administrative Assistant, BSN
Beryl Kaminsky Counselor, BSN
Peggy Markley Counseling Intern, BSN
Rob Seible Director of Music Ministries
Bob Manchester Organist
Gail Lang Business Manager
Natylnn Micheaux Bus.Asst.lFacilities Supervisor
les Wood Reservations & Scheduling Mgr.l

Admin. Asst. to the Senior Pastor
Interim Editor, The Columns

lay leader
713-526-1017
713-520-6866

Alan York
Church Office
Fax
Website www.beringumc.org

VBS AT BERING
Submitted by Gwenda Phillips

you some summer
make plans for your children or your friends chil-
dren ages 4-12 to attend Bering's Vacation Bible
School from July 10-14! Vacation Bible School
will be from Monday through Friday from 9:00-
12:00. VBS will be extended Tuesday and Thurs-
day until 4:00 with field trips with fun activities
on those days. The cost is $ 15 including the field
trips. Family rates are also available as well as
scholarships. Please take your registration form
and your fee to the church office by June 30 or
give it to Gwenda Phillips(713-647-9368).
In order to have VBS, we need adults and youth
to help as shepherds, teachers, arts and crafts lead-
ers, food preparers and servers, and other fun
things. We are also looking for a place to have a
swim party. Please call Gwenda if you can help
with VBS.

FAREWELL TO TOM HARVEY

AND GREG COFFMAN

Macy's has offered Tom and great opportu-
nities at their Atlanta-based division. The com-
pany has a strong emphasis on diversity, and Tom
and Greg have been very welcomed as a same-sex
couple. Tom has been offered a great store at
their North Point Mall and, unfortunate1y, must
start on April 10! Greg will handle the sale of
their current home and coordinate the move. He

. leaves Houston May 6 or 7 for his big promotion
in the corporate office. They wish to share that
this is bittersweet and will miss everyone at Bering
very much! Keep them in your prayers as you all
will be in theirs.

The children's Easter Egg Hunt will be in Bering's Courtyard at 10:15 on April 16.
Babies through 5th graders are welcome to participate and can meet in room 114
until the Easter Egg Hunt begins. Children can bring their own baskets, or one willbe
provided. After the hunt the children will go to room 114 to get their treats and
return the eggs to the church. It will be fun, and there will be plenty of plastic eggs
filled with all kinds of goodies!
For more information, call Angels and Guardians (713-647-9368).

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

PassionIPaim Sunday Holy Communion, Palm Procession
8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m., Bering Sanctuary

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion, Stripping of the Altar
7:00 p.m., Bering Fellowship Hall

Good Friday Drama of the Passion
Noon, Bering Sanctuary

Tenebrae Service
7:00 p.m., Bering Sanctuary

Service of Light
7:00 p.m., Bering Sanctuary

Apr.9

Apr.3

Apr. 14

Holy Saturday Vigil Apr. 15

All Night Vigil
Conclusion of Service of Light until Easter Sunrise, Bering Narthex

Easter Apr. 16
Sunrise Service: Baptism, Confirmation, Reception of New Members

6:30 a.m., Bering Sanctuary

Easter BreakfastlNew Member Welcome
.7:30 a.m., Community Room, Verandas

Worship with Holy Communion, Special Music
8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m., Bering Sanctuary

Easter Egg Hunt
10:15 a.m., Bering Courtyard

IN MEMORIAM:

Lynn Landon
(October 8, 1950-December 2, 2005)

Ric Rojas
(December 21, 1958-February 3,2006)

Memorial donations may be made to the Bering Support Network

Sonny Burgett
(June 10, 1943-February 16,2006)

Memorial donations may be made to Bering Memorial UMC

Janice McKenzie
(June 15, 1955-March 3, 2006)

Memorial donations may be made to any charity



IN THIS TIME OF UNFOLDING
the Rev. Meeker-Williams

As God is doing a new thing at Bering Memorial with
the appointment of the Rev. Andy Noel as your pas-
tor, so is God doing a new thing in each of our lives as
we move through the final days of Lent and into the
Easterseason. We are letting go of each other, pastor
and people of Bering, so we will be free to welcome
the new thing God is bringing to pass.
We have shared ministry for nearly 10 years, renovat-
ing and raising over $1,800,000 in pledges through 2
capital campaigns and 1 renewal. We have baptized
and received new members; we have grieved the deaths
of our members, old and young, healthy and ill. We
have been present to one another in times of change,
loss, and transformation.
What a privilege is has been to be your pastor. What a
joy to love and serve with you, making disciples of
JesusChrist for the transformation of the world. We
have offered Bering Memorial as a place of sanctuary,
a place to heal, and a place from which to reach out in
making peace and doing justice. God has blessed us
beyond measure with the gift of reconciliation and a
spirit of radical hospitality. What a blessed, beloved
community.
I have on a table in my office a little carrier in which a
tiny cocoon is hanging. Tirey Counts offered it to me
last Sunday with the words, "This butterfly will emerge
in 10-14 days." Only this morning did I realize that
this new thing will unfold by Easter and I immediately
remembered th is prayer written by Ted Loder: "Be with
Me in My Unfolding."

It Lord,
and something stirs in me,

reaching, stretching,
groping for words,

peeking through my defenses,
beckoning in my laughter,

riding on past my fears,
pulsing in my music.

And there is the mystery
and the smile of it.

Be with me in my reaching
so I will touch or be touched,

this time,
by a grace, a warmth, a light,

to unfold my life to a new beginning,
a fresh budding,

a spring within as well as around me.
a Lord, you have sketched the lines of spring.
Be with me in my reaching. "

God is with us in our unfolding. God loves us and wills us
into new life in Christ. You, the people of Bering Memo-
rial, are on the edge of your unfolding into new life, new
ministry, and new faithfulness. Thanks be to God!

Shalom,
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